
 

 

The Laws of Sukkot 

Who can build a sukkah? 

Children and women may build it. It is valid if 

non-Jews built it just before the holiday, but it 

is preferable that a Jew add something to it. 

 

The status of an old sukkah 

A sukkah that was built more than a month 

before the holiday for other reasons, (i.e. not 

for the mitzvah of sukkah), one should  

add something to it and then it is valid. If it 

was built to fulfill the commandment of 

sukkah, it is valid. 

 

The order of building a sukkah 

One should build the walls and only then lay 

the schach on it.  

The walls of the sukkah 

The walls of a sukkah may be made of 

anything that stands stable in a typical breeze 

without shaking.  

Height of the wall 

The schach does not have to touch the sukkah 

walls and can be above it. It is sufficient that 

the height of the walls is 10 tefachim (80-100 

cm).  

What schach is valid? 

There are five conditions for schach to be 

valid: 1. It has to grow from the ground (it 

can’t be plastic or metal, etc.). 2. It has to be 

cut from the ground (it is not presently 

growing in the ground). 3) It must be unable 

to absorb tumah (spiritual impurity) so it 

cannot be a vessel. 4. It must shade most of 

the sukkah from the sun. 5. It must be directly 

under the sky (and cannot be under a tree, 

roof or porch). 

What if there is an overhang covering my 

sukkah? 

It is permitted for a space of 24cm to be 

between the end of the sukkah wall and the 

shcach without invalidating it.  

What can be used to hold up schach? 

One should ideally rest the schach on planks 

of wood that rest on the frame. (If one rests 

the schach directly on the sukkah poles the 

sukkah is still kosher) 

Can I use cable-ties? 

If the schach can stand alone during normal 

weather conditions without the use of the 

cable-ties, and you want to tie them to 

prevent an unexpected strong wind from 

blowing it off, then it is permissible. 

If the schach can only stay in place by use of 

the ties, then it is prohibited. 

The density of the schach  

Ideally, one should be able to see stars from 

between the schach. If the schach is so dense 

that rain can’t penetrate it, the schach is still 

valid, but it is best to use less schach so when 

rain falls it can penetrate. 

 

Staying in a sukkah 

The sukkah is a remembrance of the Clouds of 

Glory and the sukkahs where the Israelites 

lived in the desert. When one sits in a sukkah, 

he should keep in mind that this 

commandment is in remembrance of the 

Clouds of Glory. Every second that a person 

sits in a sukkah, he fulfills a positive 

commandment of the Torah, as it says “You 

shall dwell in sukkahs for seven days.” 

 

Living, staying and studying in a sukkah 

The commandment of a sukkah includes: 

eating and drinking, sleeping, studying, 

dwelling and generally being in a sukkah. 

All seven days a person should try to make the 



 

 

sukkah his permanent residence and his home 

his temporary residence. He should bring nice 

dishes into the sukkah just as he does in his 

own home. Every second that a person 

remains in a sukkah, he fulfills a positive Torah 

commandment. Therefore, he should be there 

as much as possible.  

Who is obligated and who is exempt from the 

commandment of sukkah?. 

Women are exempt from sukkah, but if they 

eat in a sukkah they can make a bracha.             

If one is in discomfort due to sitting in the 

sukkah, due to heat, cold or bugs- they are 

exempt from sitting in the sukkah. 

 

The first night 

On the first night of the holiday, there is a 

special positive commandment to eat bread in 

a sukkah.                                                                      

If it rains on first night then one should- wait 

as long of possible to see if the rain will clear. 

If it doesn’t make kiddush and eat bread in the 

sukkah, while not making the blessing on the 

sukkah. They then may continue the meal in 

the house. 

 

Eating and drinking on the rest of the days 

On the rest of the holiday there is no specific 

commandment to eat a meal in the sukkah, 

but if one wants to eat, he must do so in the 

sukkah. 

 

All regular meals meals made of grain type 

foods- breads, cakes etc. must be done in the 

sukkah. Other eating does not require a 

sukkah, but is still ideal. 

Blessing of the sukkah              

One may recite the blessing “to sit in a 

sukkah” several times during the day, 

depending on how many meals they take. If 

one forgot to make the blessing, they can 

make it as long as they are still partaking of 

the meal. 

Only meals that one is obligated to eat in the 

sukkah is one obligated to make the blessing 

of sitting in the sukkah. 

  

One who began to eat and then rain began to 

fall 

On the other nights, if he already entered his 

home and even if he didn’t yet begin his meal, 

he is not required to return to the sukkah until 

he finishes his meal, even if the rain already 

stopped. One who wants to be stringent and 

return to the sukkah as soon as the rain stops, 

is deserving of blessing.  

 

Sleeping in a sukkah 

It is an obligation to sleep in a sukkah unless 

one is exempt for one of the reasons 

mentioned above.                 

Only men are obligated to sleep in a sukkah. 

Children who are of the age of education, it is 

proper to educate them in this 

commandment. 

Ushpizim                                                                      

The custom is to invite the “7 Shepherds” of 

Jewish history into the sukkah each night of 

sukkot- Avraham, Yitzhak, Yaakov, Yosef 

Moshe, Aharon and David 

 

 

 
 


