
 

 

The Laws of the Four Species 

ים  ת ְתָמִרִ֔ ץ ָהָד֙ר ַכפ ּ֣ ֵ֤ י ע  ֹון ְפִרֶּ֨ ֹום ָהִראשׁ֗ ם ַביּ֣ ם ָלכ ֶ֜ ְלַקְחת ֶּ֨
ֹ֖ם  יכ  ָוָ֥ק ֱאֹלה  י ְיק  ֵ֛ ם ִלְפנ  י־ָנַָ֑חל ּוְשַמְחת ׁ֗ ת ְוַעְרב  ץ־ָעב ֹ֖ ַוֲעַנַָ֥֥ף ע 

ים ת ָיִמִֽ  :ִשְבַעָ֥

"You shall take... the beautiful fruit (Etrog), a 
palm frond (Lulav), myrtle twigs and willow 
branches of the stream – and rejoice for seven 
days before the Lord your God."                     
(Leviticus 23:40) 

On Sukkot, we bind all the branches together – 
the spine of the lulav facing us, two willows on 
the left and three myrtles on the right. The 
myrtles should be higher than the willow. We 
hold this bundle in our right hand (lefties in the 
left hand), and then lift them together with the 
Etrog. The etrog should be initially facing 
downwards (pitom to ground) and only after 
the blessing turned upright to shake.  

We then shake them all together, three times 
in each direction: front, right, back, left, up and 
down. 

Before waving the four species, we say the 
following blessing: 

 

On the first time shaking we also recite 

 

To be valid for the mitzvah, the four species 
must meet certain requirements.  

To be an informed consumer, here are some 
basic requirements to look for:                 

ETROG 

• Should preferably be turning yellow 
rather than green. 

• The peel cannot be punctured through 
in any spot, nor can it lack any of its 
inner skin. 

• The peel cannot be overly soft, 
cracked, dry or peeled. 

• Even a small black dot on the upper 
part, from where is starts to taper, may 
invalidate it. 

• The shape should preferably be like a 
tower – wider at the bottom and 
narrow at the top. 

• If this particular Etrog grew with a 
protruding stem (a pitom), then that 
stem cannot be broken off. (However, 
if the Etrog grew in the first place 
without a pitom, it is still kosher.) 

• All spots only need to be visible to the 
eye, i.e.a magnifying glass isn’t 
needed. 

MYRTLE (HADDASIM) 

• You will need three myrtle branches. 

• A kosher myrtle has a pattern of three 
leaves coming out from the same point 
in the branch. This three-leaf pattern 
must be repeated over at least half the 
length of the branch. 

• Each branch should be at least 29 cm 
long. 

• The branch cannot be dried out. 

WILLOW 

• You will need two willow branches. 

• The stem should be at least 29 cm 
long. 

• The stem should still have most its 
leaves.  

• Blackened leaves and stems shouldn’t 
be used unless there is no alternative. 

LULAV 

• Look at the very top of the branch and 
make sure that the centre-most leaf is 
not split more than a tefach (about 
10cm). 

• The top cannot be cut off. 

• The branch cannot be dried out. 

• It should be at least 39 cm long. 

• The straighter the branch, the better. 

 
 


