
Parshat Chayei Sara

Friday 10th November 2017 
Candle Lighting  6.45pm
Mincha 6.30pm
Maariv 6.45pm

Shabbat 11th November 2017 
Shacharit  9.00am
Mincha 6.55pm
Maariv 8.13pm

A word from the Rabbi 
Superstition
Avraham sends his trusted servant Eliezer on a mission to find a wife for his son 
Yitzhak.
Enroute to the land of Avraham’s birth, Eliezer asks Hashem to give him a sign 
signifying who is the chosen woman for his master.
“If I should ask the girl to give me a drink from the waters of the well and she not only 
fulfils my request, but also offers to water my camels, surely she has been selected by 
Hashem for Yitzhak,” says Eliezer.
The rabbinic authorities are troubled by Eliezer’s ‘superstitious’ request for a sign. 
In fact, there is a Torah prohibition for doing so. Their answer to this is that Eliezer’s 
request wasn’t unreasonable because he was checking for kindness in a potential 
bride. This, they say, is akin to saying, “If it’s a sunny day, I’ll go to the beach,” not, 
“If I see a green car, it’s a sign that I should invest.”

But if we look in general at the concept of superstition, why is it so problematic? 
Don’t we all share certain quirks and individual customs, such as throwing salt over 
our shoulder, watching out for black cats, broken mirrors etc? Even the religious 
world has succumbed to a form of superstition with the hope that by mindlessly 
chanting certain prayers or doing superficial actions, the celestial realm will confirm 
our personal desires.
In essence the problem is idolatry. We are ascribing power to forces outside of 
Hashem.

Dipping apples in honey cannot, and will never ensure a sweet new year. Similarly, 
throwing your sins in the water or giving them to a chicken won’t absolve you of 
wrongdoing. Scribal errors in mezuzot are not the source of your problems.
These acts do not mean anything; rather, they are symbolic gestures of internal 
spiritual yearning, or, alternatively, are symptomatic of deep spiritual deficiencies. 
The mezuzah isn’t the problem − you are the problem.
But it is always easier to check a mezuzah than a haemorrhaging soul...

Shabbat shalom 



We wish a hearty Mazal Tov on your Bar/Bat Mitzvah Anniversary to:
  Rabbi Shimon Eddi Tamara Reinhardt
  Tali Segel  Isabelle Trope

We wish a hearty Mazal Tov on your Wedding Anniversary to:
 Gavin and Leora Bergheim  Gary and Terri Cohen
 David and Judith Naar   Harold and Lauren Savitz 
 Ryan and Rachelle Vinokur

We wish long life to the following Members who commemorate Yartzeit this week:
Misha Atlas  for his father  Yel Atlas
Gerald Cohen  for his father  Hermann Cohen
Desmond Cohen  for his mother  Pearl Cohen
Frank Fingleson  for his father  Leslie Fingleson
Rayna Sandler  for her mother  Noeline Gerszt
Robyn Cohen  for her father  Melville Hill
Mark Kady  for his brother  Kenneth Kady
Michael Levy and
Roy Levy   for their mother  Yvonne Levy
Ada Berger  for her sister  Dorothy Newstead
Cheryl Miller and
George Rosettenstein for their mother  Freda Rosettenstein
Barbara Rothenberg for her brother  Stephen Bonert
David Sacharowitz for his mother  Rachel Sacharowitz
Sharon Melnick  for her father  Harry Sonik
David Wainstein  for his father  Ivan Wainstein
Anita Gurwitz  for her mother  Betty Witz



We wish a hearty Mazal Tov to
Leah Reinhardt

on her Bat Mitzvah this Shabbat
and to her parents

Greg and Susie Reinhardt
and grandparents,

Jeff and Lindsay Reinhardt and Naomi Wulff and Harvey Crayson
Mazal Tov and much nachas

From the time that she was born, Leah has brought 
an abundance of joy and nachas to her family. From 
beautiful cuddly baby, to the caring, courageous, 
intelligent and creative young woman she has 
become, Leah continues to radiate happiness and 
positivity in whatever she pursues. She is confident in 
her Jewish identity, and relishes the rich culture and 
traditions that she participates in both at school and 
at home.

Leah is passionate about singing, and excels at 
drawing and painting. She enjoys swimming, dancing, 
kayaking, hiking and camping, and spending time with 
family and friends. She has a love of adventure and a 
quick and bubbly sense of humour. 

Leah is kind, generous and thoughtful, always ready to 
go the extra mile to make those around her happy. 



Mazal Tov to 
Kevin Einstein and Elea Nueman
on their forthcoming marriage

and to Kevin on his Ofruf this Shabbat.
Mazal Tov also to their parents,

Jeff and Helen Einstein and Zabette Neuman
Mazal Tov and much nachas

Mazal Tov to 
Dov Grauman

 on his Bar Mitzvah this Shabbat (Ohr Hatzafon)
and to his parents,

Ilan and Nikki Grauman
and grandparents

Rod and Helen Silber & Chana and Maish Grauman
and great grandfather, Bernard Ende.

Mazal Tov and much nachas. 


