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EMBRACE CONFLICT
We are proud to announce that we will be running a series
of lectures and programs in the first half of 2018 focussing
on the topic of conflict.
Conflict is often seen as a negative concept, something we
try to avoid as much as possible. However, it is through
conflict that we can grow. It is the tension in the machine
that builds the muscle, the fight against gravity that
develops fitness, and the confrontation with conflict that
moulds character and strengthens faith and purpose.
In 2018 don’t shy away from conflict. Don’t avoid difficult
conversations. Don’t fear difference. Embrace it, learn from
it and grow together.

THEM
EXPLORATIONS IN TOLERANCE
AND DIFFERENCE
Every positive change in the world is preceded by a period of
discomfort; it is the fertile soil for personal growth and development.
Every person and every society should be in a state of flux continuously questioning its politics, its philosophies, and always on
the lookout for opportunities to improve its outlook on life as well as its
behaviour.
The Jewish community finds itself tight-roping between barricading the
windows against assimilation on the one hand, and embracing the
advances of modernity, both technological and cultural, on the other.
Within every cultural group there is always “THEM”, the people outside
our frame of reference. We don’t engage with THEM, we don’t really
understand THEM, and yet we have very strong opinions about THEM.
THEM is a series of public debates and discussions seeking to expose
OUR community to THEM - people and groups outside the general
framework of our community. The event is intended to be provocative
and confrontational. You will feel uncomfortable.
Each session will comprise an initial discussion/debate asking tough
questions targeting points of difference. There will be time for questions
and answers from the audience.
Our first season of talks will cover the future of Judaism and Jewish
continuity, understanding the Palestinian perspective, Islam from the
inside, and understanding Messianism within the Chabad movement.
This is a first of its kind in Sydney and it is bound to be riveting.

THEM

EXPLORATIONS IN TOLERANCE AND DIFFERENCE

THURSDAY 22ND FEBRUARY
Rabbi Jeffrey Kamins
Rabbi Temple Emmmanuel Woolhara

THE FUTURE OF JUDAISM
& THE JEWISH PEOPLE

THURSDAY 22ND MARCH
Hilmi Dabbgh
Palestinian Refugee
THURSDAY 19 APRIL
Rabbi Eli Cohen
Rabbi Newtown Shul
THURSDAY 10 MAY
Rabbi Nicole Roberts
Rabbi Temple Emmmanuel Chatswood
THURSDAY 7 JUNE
Dr Masheed Ansari
Centre of Islamic Studies and Civilisation

*ALL SESSIONS BEGIN AT 8PM

THE STORY OF
A REFUGEE
OF MESSIAHS &
REBBES
INTERMARRIAGE
EMBRACE OR REJECT?

ISLAM FROM THE
INSIDE

THE PRESENTERS
THE FUTURE OF JUDASIM & THE JEWISH PEOPLE
A debate with Rabbi Krebs

Rabbi Jeffrey Kamins

Rabbi Jeffrey Kamins has served as rabbi at Emanuel Synagogue since his
ordination in 1989 and became senior rabbi in 1999. He is committed to principles
of egalitarianism, inclusion and diversity within the synagogue and the broader
community.
Rabbi Kamins sees text-based education as a means for understanding the wisdom of
our ancestors and being better able to implement Torah values in contemporary times.

THE STORY OF A REFUGEE In discussion with Rabbi Krebs
Hilmi Dabbaugh

Hilmi Dabbaugh is of a Palestinian origin whose parents departed the city of Jaffa
in Palestine in 1948. He was born in Syria where he lived and attained his first
university degree before moving to Jordan. He currently runs his own bookkeeping
and consulting business in Sydney.
Before immigrating to Australia with his wife and three daughters in 1998, Hilmi
worked with European consulting firms providing technical assistance to developing
countries in the area of economic statistics including the preparation of countries’
National Accounts. Among other countries he worked in, Hilmi assisted in the
establishment of the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics in Ramallah in the West
Bank between 1996 and 1998 after Oslo peace agreements.
Hilmi is a co-founder of the Australian Palestinian Professionals Association, APPA,
which calls for justice and peace between Palestine and Israel.

Rabbi Eli Cohen In discussion with Rabbi Krebs

Rabbi Eli Cohen is the spiritual leader of the Newtown synagogue. He is also
the director of the Sydney branch of Jews for Judaism, an international counter
missionary organisation.
Rabbi Cohen studied in Chabad Yeshivot around the world including the Rabbinical
College of America, the Rabbinical college of Canada and the Central Lubavitcher
Yeshiva in Kfar Chabad Israel.
He received his Rabbinic Ordination from Rabbinical college of Sydney in 2001.

Rabbi Nicole Roberts In discussion with Rabbi Krebs
Rabbi Nicole Roberts was appointed Senior Rabbi of Temple Emmanuel
Chatswood in March 2017 Since ordination, Rabbi Nicole’s writing has
been published in two volumes of Rabbi Lawrence Hoffman’s popular book
series, Prayers of Awe, as well as the American Reform Jewish Quarterly,
Australian Jewish News, Sydney Jewish Report, the UPJ website and
newsletter, and the Stand Up website.
Dr Mahsheed Ansari In discussion with Rabbi Krebs
Dr Mahsheed Ansari is a lecturer in Islamic Studies and research fellow at
the Centre of Islamic Studies and Civilisation. She has been studying Islamic
thought for over 15 years. She is also a community activist working in the
areas of interfaith dialogue, social harmony and leadership-mentoring
programs with Muslim youth and Muslim women for over a decade.

The Kehillat Masada Jewish Film Festival.
Every month we will be screening a documentary that
will focus on the topic to be addressed later that month in
the “THEM” series. Each film will provoke you into seeing
different, and often confronting, perspectives.

Movies start at 8pm
THE CHOSEN PEOPLE 12/2

One of Judaism’s central tenets is the doctrine that the Jews are God’s Chosen
People. This film traces the history and evolution of chosenness:
What does it mean to say the Jews are God’s Chosen People? Chosen for what purpose?
What are the biblical roots of this doctrine? How does the meaning of chosenness
change across time and people? Why does the belief in chosenness remain so powerful
among religious people in the 21st century?

ALMOST FRIENDS 12/3

Two pre-teen girls meet through a digital educational project in Israel.
Samar’s father comes from the Palestinian Occupied Territories.
Linor’s family was evacuated from a Jewish settlement.
Only 67 kilometers apart, yet an idealogical gulf stands between them.
What starts as innocent online correspondence continues with face-to-face
meetings as an immediate bond is struck. And then reality sets in...

THE KING OF CROWN HEIGHTS 9/4

A film about the spiritual leader, M. Mendel Schneerson of the Hassidic Lubavich
Community in Brooklyn.
Members of Brooklyn’s Lubavicher community, an ultra-Orthodox sect of Judaism,
discuss their devotion to Rabbi Menachem Schneerson (who died after the program was
completed).
The documentary features comments from lawyer Alan Dershowitz and Nobel laureate
Elie Wiesel.

OUT OF FAITH 14/5

A feature-length documentary, follows three generations of a
family being torn apart by conflicts over interfaith marriage. The family’s matriarch,
Leah Welbel, and her husband Eliezer, both survived over two and a
half years in Auschwitz; however, in their minds, their grandchildren marrying
non-Jews represents a posthumous victory for Hitler.

JEWS AND MUSLIMS 11 & 18/6

Epic in its scope and depth, JEWS AND MUSLIMS: INTIMATE STRANGERS is
an astonishing four-part documentary series that offers a captivating and visually
striking deconstruction of 14 centuries of rich history shared between Jews and Muslims.
Spanning the mythical times of Abraham through contemporary tensions, filmmaker
Karim Miské explores the misunderstandings and omissions that have contributed to
polarized identities and endless conflict.

SHALOM BAYIT
Psycho-Biblical Case Studies with Practical Applications

A COURSE FOR COUPLES, PARENTS & EVERYONE ELSE
This course serves to understand how conflict and dysfunction occur in
our relationships. Every relationship goes through periods of dysfunction,
often resulting from unmet needs, miscommunication and unrealistic
expectations. This issue is not new; the Torah abounds with stories of
families in conflict.
Shalom Bayit, as a Jewish value, seeks to form familial harmony by
supporting purposeful and meaningful relationships. Every person can, and
will, benefit from understanding the mechanics of conflict and the toolkit
needed to resolve them.
I strongly encourage every person who is in a meaningful relationship,
which they care about maintaining and strengthening, to attend the series.

WEDNESDAY 14 FEBRUARY
COMMUNICATING EFFECTIVELY
WEDNESDAY 14 MARCH
NEEDS & WANTS
WEDNESDAY 11 APRIL
EXPECTATIONS & DISAPPOINTMENTS
WEDENSDAY 9 MAY
PROJECTIONS & TRANSFERENCE
ALL CLASSES @8PM IN THE BEIT MEDRASH

WHEN SCIENCE &
TORAH COLLIDE
After Kiddush Shiur

3/2 An Introduction to the Problem
10/2 Age of the Universe
17/2 Capernicus
24/2 Archaeology
3/3 Medical Advances
10/3 Biological Understanding

