
Parshat Mishpatim/
Shekalim

Shabbat Mevarchim
Friday 21st February 2020 
Candle Lighting  6.45pm
Mincha 6.30pm
Maariv 6.40pm

Shabbat 22nd February 2020 
Shacharit   9.00am
Mincha  7.00pm
Maariv  8.19pm

A word from the Rabbi 

Parshat Mishpatim addresses many major themes of Jewish common law, 
especially in regard to the laws of damages. 

When damage is caused by one’s property, such as an animal, halacha takes into 
consideration the likelihood of this animal to cause wanton destruction, as well 
as whether necessary precautions were implemented by the owner to ensure that 
damage was avoided. 

If halacha determines that a reasonable effort was exercised by the owner to 
mitigate any damage, he would only be held partially responsible for the damage. 
If, however, he was negligent in his duty, he would bear the entire brunt cost of the 
damage.

Regarding damage done by an individual, the law is not discriminatory; a person is 
always considered negligent and therefore full compensation is expected, even if it 
was an accident.

What about a tree? 

In the aftermath of last week’s storms, many people suffered terrible losses as the 
result of trees falling on their property; trees that were often rooted in neighbors’ 
yards. 

Who is responsible for the damage?

The Shulchan Aruch CM:416:1 (Code of Jewish Law) states that:
 “If a wall or the tree falls in public and causes damage, the owner is exempt from 
paying damages. This is because they (wall or tree) are not considered intrinsically 
dangerous structures. (Like digging a hole) If the wall or tree were unstable, the 
Beit Din will allocate a time for the owner to remove it; approximately 30 days.  

Rosh Chodesh falls on Tuesday & Wednesday 26/26 February.



We wish long life to the following Members who commemorate Yartzeit this week:

Misha Atlas  for his mother  Manya Atlas
Izette Felthun  for her mother  Carmel Blumberg
Maish Grauman  for his great nephew  Shayne Chait
Howard Coleman  for his mother  Rachel Coleman
Adelle Wigoder  for her grandfather  Zavel Kowalsky
Beryl Melamet  for her father  Maurice Frank
Janet Krawitz  for her mother  Edna Grek
Lydia Lazarus  for her father  David Hurwitz
Minette Ozen  for her father  Arnold Hyman
Ian Hyman  for his brother  Stanton Hyman
Joseph Rutovitz  for his grandfather  Arthur Margolius
David Naar  for his grandfather  Alfred Naar
Joeph Rutovitz  for his father  Isaac Rutovitz
Brenda Selikman  for her brother  Errol Shuster
Debritu Alemeneh  for her mother  Zegin Temene

We wish a hearty Mazal Tov on your Wedding Anniversary to:
Milton and Carol Krowitz   Colin and Sue Lipschitz
Stan and Amanda Rosen   Gary and Carol Rosenberg

 We wish a hearty Mazal Tov on your Bar/Bat Mitzvah Anniversary to:
Alan Bender Dean Ginsberg Jarryd Gross  
Bradley Kady Jared Katz Nikki Michalow  
Gavin Michalow Paul Selikman Doron Shein   
Marc Silver Tali Weinberg

 

Shabbat shalom

If it fell during that time, he would not be liable. If it fell after the allotted time he 
would be liable. “

Jewish law accepts that sometimes unforeseeable and unpreventable events 
happen. We cannot be held responsible for those things beyond our control.

Sometimes there can be victims with no perpetrators and crimes with no villains. 

It’s easy to ignore Hashem’s hand in our suffering when there is a clear perpetrator 
of the injustice; but when there is no “bad guy”, we can only look within…






