
Friday 24th February 2017
Candle Lighting 6.45pm
Mincha 6.30pm
Maariv 6.40pm

A word from the Rabbi

Context context context

“Don’t accept a false report...” Shemot 23:1
Making a false report is perfectly understood; it’s called lying. But how can I 
protect myself from accepting one? Surely we only accept reports that we 
consider truthful? If someone comes up to you and says, “I want to tell you a 
lie,” would you accept it?

Rashi suggests that this is the source warning us from accepting Lashon Harah, 
slander. 
Lashon Harah is, by definition, truthful negative information regarding another 
person. If the account is slanderous and false, then it falls into the halachic 
category of R’chilut. So how can one be in a situation where they know, as the 
listener, that what is being said is in fact true?

Perhaps we could suggest that the prohibition of accepting a false report can 
be defined as accepting information that presents itself as true, but is false. 
Even if the speaker is convinced of its truth, it remains a “false report”. The 
falseness lies not in the account itself, but rather in its context.

When we hear of the poor judgement of others, we are quick to criticise their 
character flaws and failings. What we often ignore is the background and 
context of the event.  Understanding context doesn’t justify behaviour; it only 
explains it.

It is the judging without context that produces a false report. 

Shabbat 25th February 2017
Shacharit 9.00am 
Mincha  7.00pm
Maariv  8.15pm

Shabbat shalom

Parshat Mishpatim
Shabbat Shekalim

Shabbat Mevarchim

Rosh Chodesh falls on Sunday 26 & Monday 27.



WE WISH A HEARTY MAZAL TOV ON YOUR WEDDING ANNIVERSARY TO:

 Ron and Ruth Baskin   Bryant and Taryn Greenberg
 Milton and Carol Krowitz  Colin and Sue Lipschitz
 Stan and Amanda Rosen  Gary and Carol Rosenberg

WE WISH A HEARTY MAZAL TOV ON YOUR BAR/BAT MITZVAH ANNIVERSARY TO:

 Brad Kady  Jarred Katz  Gavin Michalow
 Nikki Michalow  Doron Shein  Elan Slater
 Tali Weinberg

Misha Atlas  for his mother  Manya Atlas  
Susan Adler  for her father  Gerald Brauer
Maish Grauman  for his great nephew Shayne Chait
Adelle Wigoder  for her grandfather Zavel Kowalsky
Hilary Gruenewald for her mother  Linkel Emdin
Beryl Melamet  for her father  Maurice Frank
Anne Cornofsky  for her brother  Morris Klibansky
Neil Leiboff  for his brother  Arnold Leiboff
Joseph Rutovitz  for his grandfather Arthur Margolius
Joseph Rutovitz  for his father  Isaac Rutovitz
Trevor Cohen  for his ex wife   Marilyn Shein
Debritu Alemeneh for her mother  Zegin Temene

We wish long life to the following Members who commemorate 
Yartzeit this week:






