
Friday 10th February 2017
Candle Lighting 6.45pm
Mincha 6.30pm
Maariv 6.40pm

A word from the Rabbi
The Torah is not thought of as a humorous work. It has spurned many satirical 
works and defiantly given ammunition to opportunistic comedians, but the text 
itself doesn’t ordinarily lend itself to comic relief. 

There is, however, a notable exception in this week’s Parsha.

The children of Israel are stranded on the shore of the Red Sea. In the distance 
they can see the marauding Egyptian forces bearing down upon them. They 
turn to Moshe and ask “Was is due to the lack of graves in Egypt, that you have 
taken us to die in the wilderness?”

At first glance this seems both ironic and comical. To imagine a place so filled 
with graves that Moshe literally needed to take the people of Israel into the 
wilderness in order to bury them. The Israelites questioned whether the Exodus 
was an ethical-religious problem or a logistical one.

Perhaps the Torah’s motive in sharing this anecdote is not to be humorous, but 
rather to understand when people use humour.

One psychological theory of humour maintains that laughter is a mechanism by 
which tension is reduced; humour facilitates the relief of the tension caused by 
fear. 

Although this may not hold true in all cases, it is invariably true in the case of 
sarcasm, which serves as a defence mechanism. Sarcasm protects us from 
feeling embarrassed by our own or others’ action and it relieves our anxiety 
when faced head on.

The frightened Israelites, barely a few days after emancipation anticipate their 
short-lived freedom has come to an end. Their sarcastic comments tell not of 
their humour, but of their fear.

When we hear sarcasm, we need to listen more carefully to hear the fear.

Shabbat 11th February 2017
Shacharit 9.00am 
Mincha  7.15pm
Maariv  8.31pm

Shabbat shalom

Parshat Beshalach
Tu B’Shvat



WE WISH A HEARTY MAZAL TOV ON YOUR WEDDING ANNIVERSARY TO:

 Michael and Karin Amler  Brian and Adele Chertkow
 Frank and Cheryl Fingleson  Mark and Arlene Kady
 Devir and Jessica Kofsky  Hilton and Liz Sack
 Derek and Linda Ziman

WE WISH A HEARTY MAZAL TOV ON YOUR BAR/BAT MITZVAH ANNIVERSARY TO:

  Michael Rom   Julia Teperson    
  Makayla Levy   Saul Levy

WE THANK THE FOLLOWING LADIES FOR THEIR VALUED HELP 
WITH THE JANUARY SHABBAT KIDDUSHIM

 Natalie Berger  Suzanne Saks  Sharon Bresler
 Allison Slobedman Nikki Grauman  Rose Farber
 Cheryl Miller  Ros Glaser  Karen Chazan

Linda Subel  for her father  Joseph Boroda
Laurence Broll and
Lindsay Reinhardt for their mother  Rosalyne Broll
Gerald Johnson  for his sister  Maureen Cohen
Leon Cohen  for his father  Sidney Cohen
Sylvia Davidowitz for her sister  Marsha Eisen
Colin Fox  for his father  Charles Fox 
Amanda Rosen  for her father  Henech Kerbel
Colin Simon  for his mother  Edna Simon
Rochelle Trakman for her mother  Lottie Smith
David Wainstein  for his mother  Joan Wainstein

We wish long life to the following Members who commemorate 
Yartzeit this week:






