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A word from the Rabbi
PARSHAT TERUMAH - WHAT IS HOLY?
In this week’s Parsha we read of the command to build the Mishkan, a temporary
and portable Temple. (The Mishkan operated from the time of the giving of the
Torah at Sinai, until the building of the actual Temple in Jerusalem a few hundred
years later.)
The concept of a Temple, at least in principle, is to serve as a Holy place. The
word Holy is one difficult to define, but in some way or another it refers to
something being different, a different place, a different time, a different thing or
a different kind of person.
A holy place is one that if different and elevated in comparison with others. It
demands that we conduct ourselves differently there- in behaviour, in language
and in dress.
The Torah’s definition of developmental maturity is when “a child can distinguish
between a nut and a rock”. The ability to sense difference signals maturity.
While this is true superficially, it is equally true regarding spiritual maturity. A
person who can distinguish between a place of holiness and that of a mundane
nature exposes their spiritual maturity.
We need to develop a maturity to differentiate out behaviour when we find
ourselves in a Holy place. We need to curb our language when in the presence of
Holy people, whether they be our parents or our teachers. We need to check our
conduct with the setting of the sun on a Friday that ushers in the Holy Shabbat.
Can we sense the difference?
Our sensitivity dictates our maturity.
Shabbat shalom

We wish a hearty Mazal Tov on your Bar/Bat Mitzvah Anniversary to:
Joshua Chazan
Samantha Chazan
Jordyn Ginsberg
Dean Glasser
Erin Gordon		Hugh Levy
Jason Levy
Nicholas Rosenthal
Colin Rothenberg
Edana Stoch
Mark Wigoder

We wish a hearty Mazal Tov on your Wedding Anniversary to:

Michael and Karin Amler		
Dean and Leanne Glasser		
Hilton and Liz Sack		

Frank and Cheryl Fingleson
Mark and Arlene Kady
Derek and Linda Ziman

We wish long life to the following Members who commemorate Yartzeit this week:
Simone Blumberg		
Hilary Gruenewald		
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Jeffrey Glazer		
Julien Karney		
Anne Cornofsky		
Basil Melnick		
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Michael Selikman		
Alan Krowitz and
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for her father		
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for her brother		
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for her father		
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for her brother		
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for her brother		
for his mother		

Clive Allen
Linkel Emdin
Jeff Fainstein
Vera Friede
Solly Gillis
Marsha Glazer
Reuben Karney
Morris Klibansky
Fae Melnick
Samuel Pogorelsky
Stella Schlosberg

for their mother		

Norma Selikman

for their sister		

Hilary Waksman

