
 

Laws of Chanukah Candle Lighting 
▪ The minimum obligation is that every household should have one candle burning every night. 
(Good to know if you’re on holiday or travelling)  

§ Wax candles or oil are permitted, but not a torch flame. (Such as Chinese candles).  

§ If one is using candles a Menorah is not necessary. Lighting Tea candles by themselves is suffi-
cient.  

§ If a number of people are lighting in one household they should make a slight separation be-
tween their menorahs so that there is no confusion to the observer as to the number of candles.  

§ Ideally, the Menorah should be placed outside the house to the left of the entrance. Since anti-
Semitism was so common throughout Jewish history it became customary among may communi-
ties to place the Menorah inside the house, near the entrance or on the table. In many families it 
is the custom to place the menorah in a window facing the public, especially where many people 
share one entrance (e.g., apartment building).  

§ HOLIDAY MAKERS/Hospital Patients: Do not assume that the hotel/hospital will not allow you 
to light candles. First ask! A suggestion is to light Chanukah candles in the foyer and watch them 
for the full half hour and then you may extinguish them.  

§ It is customary to have an additional candle (the shamash) with which to light the other candles 
and in order to use its light. The shamash should be placed in a way that shows that it is not one 
of the Chanukah candles.  

§ The candles should be positioned in a straight line, and not in a semi-circle.  

§ Candles should be lit ideally after sunset (8:30ish) and should last until 9ish. The candles cannot 
be lit before 6:35pm.  

§ On Shabbat they should be lit at 6:35pm and contain enough oil to last until 9pm.  

§ Best solution for Friday Night is for someone to stay at home and light at 6:35pm (or later) and 
the other person come to shul for Mincha at 6:15pm.  

§ If one forgot or was not able to light at the correct time, one may light as long as people are still 
awake in the house in which one is lighting.  

§ On the first night three brachot, blessings are recited. "Lehadlik ner shel Chanukah", "She asa 
nissim" and "Shehecheyanu". On the other nights only the first two blessings are said.  

§ All the blessings should be recited before actually lighting the candles. First light the Shamash 
before the blessings to avoid delay.  

§ "Haneirot Halalu" is recited either during or after the lighting of the additional candles.  

§ "Maoz tsur yeshuati" then sung.  

§ Place first candle on the extreme right of the Menorah. On the second night add a candle on 
the left. Light the newest candle first and proceed to the right. This according how YOU light not 
how others see the candles.  

§ The Menorah should not be moved after is has been lit.  

§ If the Menorah was lit in accordance with the requirements of Jewish law and it was extin-
guished, one is not obligated to relight it, but one may relight it without reciting a blessing.  

§ Even if one is eating out, the Menorah should still be lit at their place of residence. (unlike           
Shabbat candles)  


