
Parshat Vayeitzei
Friday 6th December 2019 
Candle Lighting  6.45pm
Minch 6.30pm
Kabbalat Shabbat 6.40pm

Shabbat 7th December 2019 
Shacharit   9.00am
Mincha  7.20pm
Maariv  8.39pm

A word from the Rabbi 

At the beginning of this week’s Parashah we read of the famous Jacob’s 
ladder dream.
Fleeing his brother Esau’s wrath after stealing the blessings from his father 
Yitzhak, Jacob arrives in Jerusalem. While sleeping that night, he dreams 
of a ladder stretching from the earth up into the heavens with angels 
ascending and descending it.

What is the meaning of this dream?

Rashi, the preeminent Torah commentator, suggests there was a changing 
of the guard. According to Jewish tradition, we are constantly escorted by 
angels throughout our lives; however, they are not always the same angelic 
beings. For example, on Shabbat we welcome in the Shabbat Angels when 
we sing Shalom Aleichem and bid them farewell at Havdalah.

According to Rashi, there are angels of the Land of Israel and angels of the 
diaspora. The angels that were descending the ladder were diaspora 
angels coming to escort Yaakov into the diaspora, whereas the ascending 
angels were the departing Land of Israel angels.

The only problem is that this entire episode allegedly took place in 
Jerusalem. Why did the angelic changing of the guard not take place at 
the border?

Perhaps the reason behind this is based on how we conceptualise the 
status of man. Is a man’s value based on what he has accomplished in his 
life, or on that which he hopes to accomplish? Is it about the destination or 
the journey?



We wish long life to the following Members who commemorate Yartzeit this week:
Vivienne Blacher  for her mother  Sophie Aizen
Lydia Shakenovsky  for her father  Simon Back
Izette Felthun  for her father  Lionel Blumberg
Donald Blumgart  for his mother  Rhoda Blumgart
Arnold Cohen  for his mother  Miriam Cohen
Julian Miller  for his father  Aubrey Miller
Mark Moskow and
Avril Moss  for their brother  Alon Moskow
Steven Rosen  for his mother  Rose Rosen
Geoffrey Chaitowitz  for his father in law  Abram Segal
Marcelle Rom  for her grandmother  Rachel Tucker
Elana Resnik  for her father  Beinish Yedelowitz
Barry Zinn  for his mother  Dora Zinn
Yoram Drutman  for his father  Gerry Drutman

We wish a hearty Mazal Tov on your Wedding Anniversary to:
Rael and Philippa Awerbuch  Andrew and Suzanne Cohen
Gary and Terry Ginsberg   Anthony and Janet Kalmin
Colin and Michelle Kangisser  Ronnie and Avril Moss
Oren and Devorah Nachman  Ian and Debritu Rosenbaum
Alon and Lianne Shuan   Brian and Lynette Solomon
Marlon and Tania Teperson   Elan and Keren Zwick

 We wish a hearty Mazal Tov on your Bar/Bat Mitzvah Anniversary to:
Barry Frank Alan Lurie Tali Marx
Lee-Ann Simon

Shabbat shalom

Yaakov may have been in Israel, but his thoughts were of the diaspora. As 
a result, the ‘holiness’ of Israel’s angels had to be replaced by the angels 
of the diaspora.

Hashem is more interested in where we are going than where we have 
been.



We wish a hearty mazal tov to
Josh Brenner 

on his ofruf this Shabbat 
and on his forthcoming marriage to 

Daniella Drutman.
Mazal Tov also to their parents Alan and Debbie Brenner

and Yoram and Jody Drutman

We also wish a hearty mazal tov to
Leora Bass

on her Bat Mitzvah this Shabbat in Ohr Hatzafon.
Mazal tov also to her parents,

Anthony and Talya Bass, grandparents
Cecil and Glynis Bass and Cheryl Miller
and great grandmother Rita Gillman.

We also acknowledge Leora’s late grandfather Jeff Miller z’l

Leora is a gentle, fun- loving and social young lady. She is proudly committed to 
her Yiddishkeit and is excited she has reached the milestone where she can take 

on the responsibility of fulfilling the mitzvot of a young Jewish woman.

Leora is a committed and dedicated person and always strives to reach her 
personal best in all she does. Leora has excelled in dancing and sport and was also 

humbled to be chosen to lead her school as school captain this past year.

Leora is excited to be sharing her simcha with all her family, 
friends and the community.  



Friday 6th and 20th December


