
Parshat Va’etchanan
Shabbat Nachamu

Friday 4th August 2017 
Candle Lighting  5.00pm
Maariv 6.15pm

Shabbat 5th August 2017 
Shacharit  9.00am
Mincha 4.40pm
Maariv 5.57pm

A word from the Rabbi 

THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN JUSTICE AND RECONCILIATION
Man’s inbuilt fairness meter demands that justice be served at every opportunity 
where injustice prevails. The demand for justice is the character trait driving and 
fuelling our anger, and it is through this that we are often motivated to action positive 
changes in the world. At times this burning desire for justice can motivate terrible 
offenses of violence and abuse in its name, but the deep-rooted desire is never the 
less noble, wanting to see a just and fair world.
But there cannot be justice in this world, at least not without committing a parallel 
injustice.
Justice is a subjective notion. We perceive the world through tinted lenses that 
always give a slight off-coloured version of reality. Because this perceived reality is a 
subjective distortion, our ‘justified’ solutions can only serve to further distort someone 
else’s perception. Our justice is another’s injustice, and their retaliatory pursuit of 
justice can only fuel our reactive sense of injustice. 
It’s a vicious cycle.
But there is another approach to injustice called reconciliation.
Whereas justice focuses on the past, reconciliation is directed towards the future. 
Reconciliation is not about obtaining justice. In fact, it’s about being big enough to 
know that justice can never be served. Our efforts should be aimed at creating a 
utopian future rather than trying to resolve a dystopic past.
It is not about forgetting, but about letting go. It doesn’t matter who is right; what 
matters is how we can coexist, preferably in harmony.
Questions of why focus on the past, but questions of what and how focus on the 
future. 
Why did you do that? Why did this happen? Why are we...? These are all unhelpful 
questions.
What can we do now? How can we do it? These provide solutions, rather than focus 
on problems.

Shabbat shalom 



We wish a hearty Mazal Tov on your Bar/Bat Mitzvah to:
 Michael Amler  Jared Barr  Gary Cohen
 Liz Douglas-Milner Trevor Geffin  David Gruenewald
 Colin Kangisser  Joshua Kessel  Ryan Lorge

We wish a hearty Mazal Tov on your Wedding Anniversary to:
 Jeff and Helen Einstein   Ari and Cara Esterman
 David and Shelley Evian   Mark and Natasha Saus
 Alan and Natalie Treisman

We wish long life to the following Members who commemorate 
Yartzeit this week:

Rael Awerbuch  for his father  Joe Awerbuch
Joanne Marx  for her father  Philip Bauer
Eric Berman  for his mother  Julie Berman
Arnold Cohen  for his father  Lionel Cohen
Ron Geffin  for his mother  Bessy Geffin
Moses Gordon  for his father  Meyer Gordon
Maish Grauman  for his mother  Bella Grauman
Edna Sussman  for her father  Joseph Hassoun
Bertie Miller  for her brother in law Arthur Miller
Hilton Rosenthal  for his father  Norman Rosenthal
Berenice Kilov  for her father  Marcus Rubin
Marjorie Ruch  for her husband  Philip Ruch
Robyn Satill  for her father  Philip Ruch
Toby Hammerschlag for her father  Morris Sack
Natalie Levitt  for her brother  Lawrence Silove
Estelle Behrens  for her father  David Shein
Adam Temple  for his mother  Naomi Temple
Basil Melnick  for his sister  Joan Wainstein
Ilana Michels  for her mother  Joan Wainstein
Sharon Bresler  for her mother  Dulcie Woolfson



We wish a hearty Mazal Tov to
Judd Sherman

on his Bar Mitzvah this Shabbat
and to his parents,

Kevin and Lauri Sherman
and grandparents

Dianne Michel and Aaron and Gloria Sherman.

Our son Judd is a happy and fun person with an enormous heart.  He is
generous and kind and also pretty cool with a wicked sense of humour. He has

an older brother Dylan who is 16 and a younger sister Jade, who is 5. 
 

As one would imagine, being a middle child has its challenges but Judd just
takes this in his stride with a sense of calm and patience.  He loves his

family and friends and is extremely loyal.

Judd loves playing basketball, indoor soccer and xbox.  He also has a knack
for creating pretty cool rap songs.  He loves to learn how things work and
in his spare time you will often find Judd doing crazy science experiments.

Judd is extremely loved and his family is very proud of the person he has
become!    




