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Rosh Chodesh Tammuz is on Wednesday and Thursday 13/14 June.

A word from the Rabbi
In this week’s Parsha we are told about the bungled efforts of the spies.
Moshe, keen to prepare the nation for their impending entrance to the land of
Israel, organizes a reconnaissance mission. Moshe sent twelve elite troops, one
from each tribe, to scout out the land and to hopefully bring back a positive
report pre-invasion. Were the Canaanite inhabitants weak or strong? Was the
land rich in natural resources or barren?
The information would hopefully provide for the development of a strategic
military plan soon to be implemented.
The twelve spies depart with words of encouragement, and the hopes and
ambitions of a nation resting on their shoulders. They return forty days later,
not assured and confident, but fragile and unnerved. The people in Canaan are
mighty and strong. Their cities are heavily fortified. The land, while fruitful and
productive, is a harsh place to live.
Their final summation of their journey is “we were like grasshoppers in our own
eyes, and so were we in theirs…”.
How did the spies know how they were perceived?
In psychology we call it projection - where I ‘project’ my views, opinions and
value-judgments onto others.
When we feel self-conscious, we are convinced that everyone notices our
insecurity. Ever worn a stained shirt in public? Did you get the feeling that every
look and every conversation focused on that stain?
When we perceive ourselves as grasshoppers, then we are convinced that others
also think of us as grasshoppers.
Shabbat shalom

We wish a hearty Mazal Tov on your Bar/Bat Mitzvah Anniversary to:
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We wish a hearty Mazal Tov on your Wedding Anniversary to:
Roy and Beverley Levy
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Anthony Frankel
Anthony Frankel
Alan Jacobs
Alan Jacobs
Lily Katz
Neil Katz
Richard Lazarus
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Rebecca Yodaiken

We wish a hearty Mazal Tov to

Kieran and Ronan Brennan

on their Bnei Mitzvah this Shabbat
and to their parents,

Adele and Brenan

Kieran and Ronan are proud and excited to be
celebrating their Bar Mitzvah.
Kieran is very passionate, driven, and focused when
taking on a task. He is an energetic, committed
team player, friend and leader. He loves maths,
english, reading, cricket, soccer, running and has
a personality that draws all towards him. He is
constantly looking for yet another social activity to
happen!
Ronan has very strong athletic skills and a passion
for soccer and cricket. He enjoys history, science,
jokes and making people laugh. He always looks
for the upside in a situation and the positive in
the people he meets. He has a relaxed, laid back
attitude, yet still accomplishes what he sets out to
do. He enjoys good conversation with both adults
and his peers.
These qualities in each of the boys, have resulted
in them creating large, committed, long standing
friendship circles, built on tolerance and acceptance
of all. They have also built close, loving, trusting,
relationships with each other, their parents,
grandparents and extended families both interstate,
and in South Africa, Ireland and the USA.

