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During the first half of 2018, we introduced a radical new model of 
educational programming; THEM- explorations in tolerance and 
difference. For the second half of the year we are continuing in that 
spirit of exploration, promoting challenging ideas and people. 

The Jewish community is not insulated from cultural and 
contemporary trends of Modern Australia. It’s foolish to bury 
our heads in the sand, pretending all’s ok. As committed Jews, 
it is incumbent upon us to explore and understand the difficult, 
confronting and outright offensive positions held by some, and at 
times many, Australians. 

In the book of Bereishit,  Avraham stands in front of the people of 

Hebron and proclaims: 

 ”גר ותושב אנוכי עמכם“

“I am a stranger and a resident among you”- Bereishit 23:4

As a Jew, we are always both strangers and residents. We are 
residents in that we subscribe to the laws and expectations of our 
host nation. But we are also strangers,; in that we must retain our 
unique Jewish values and identity. 

These values often collide.

Does pluralism override halacha? Does security negate our need to 
show humanity towards those we fear? Does the quality of life 
trump the value of life?

These are the challenges we face today. 
Let’s venture into the grey together.

Rabbi Krebs

Deeper into the grey



Adult Education Program
July - December

Thursday July 19 
Euthanasia- the slippery slope 
A discussion with Ms Shayne Higson
 
Vice President and Spokesperson of Dying with Dignity
Shayne Higson is a photographic artist who usually expresses her opinions through 
her visual art. However, following the death of her mother from brain cancer in 2012, 
she became a passionate and vocal supporter of dying with dignity law reform.
 
Dying with Dignity NSW is an advocacy organisation pursuing a change in the law 
to enhance choice at the end of life. We seek legislation that enables competent 
adults experiencing unrelievable suffering, from a terminal or incurable illness, to 
receive medical assistance to end their life peacefully, at the time of their choosing.

Thursday August 2 
Growing up Coloured during apartheid 
A discussion with Madenia Abdurahman 
 
Director & President Together for Humanity and Chair of Muslim Aid Australia  
Madenia was raised on the Cape Flats as a proud Muslim in the Cape Malay 
community. There she worked as a teacher in some of the most impoverished 
communities during the harshest conditions of Apartheid. In 1981 she relocated to 
Sydney where she was a school principal for 21 years. Currently she works in the 
Humanitarian field, both in providing financial aid for communities in distress as well 
as working with Rabbi Zalman Kastel in Together for Humanity.

Wednesday September 26 
Intermarriage Embrace or Reject?
A debate with Rabbi Rafi Kaiseblueth 
 
Rafi is part of the rabbinic team at Emanuel Synagogue. Prior to his time here in 
Sydney, Rafi was the rabbi at St Alban’s Masorti Synagogue in the UK. He is also 
a chaplain in the United States Navy Reserve. Rafi has spent time with the Jewish 
communities in Argentina and Virginia, as well as behind the wheel of an ambulance 
in Manhattan.

Thursday October 18 
Where do our morals come from if not God? 
A discussion with Dr Simon Longstaff

AO FCPA Executive Director of the Ethics Centre 
Simon’s distinguished career includes being named as one of AFR Boss’ True Leaders 
for the 21st century. In 2013, Dr Longstaff was made an officer of the Order of 
Australia (AO) for “distinguished service to the community through the promotion of 
ethical standards in governance and business, to improving corporate responsibility, 
and to philosophy.



Adult Education Program
July - December

Thursday November 1 
Do terrorists deserve their human rights? 
Discussion with Edward Santow

Edward Santow has been Human Rights Commissioner at the Australian Human 
Rights Commission since August 2016. Ed leads the Commission’s work on detention 
and implementing the Optional Protocol to the Convention Against Torture; refugees 
and migration; human rights issues affecting LGBTI people; counter-terrorism and 
national security; technology and human rights; freedom of expression; and freedom 
of religion.

Tuesday December 11
It’s OUR Wall! Who does the Kotel belong to? 
A discussion with Steve Denenberg & Judy Sterling
 
Steven Denenberg
Steven is the President of ARZA, a not-for-profit organisation that represents and 
promotes the views and values of Progressive/Reform Jewish Zionists who want to 
help ensure that Israel lives in peace and security and that it is the democratic and 
egalitarian society described in its Declaration of Independence.

Judith Levitan 
 
Judith is a founding member of the Jewish Alliance Against Family Violence, a 
community organisation that educates about family violence and promotes respectful 
relationships. She studied social work and law at university and completed an 
honours thesis in social work about community attitudes to domestic violence in 
the Orthodox Jewish Community. She is also an active participant in the Sydney 
Women’s Tefilah Group.



THE EUTHANASIA DECEPTION   16/7
Belgium’s 15 year experiment with euthanasia has gone terribly wrong. This film 
is a dire warning for the rest of the world. The Euthanasia Deception is a one-hour 
documentary featuring powerful testimonies from Belgium and beyond - of those 
devastated by the false ideology of ‘mercy killing’.

I’M NOT BLACK I’M COLORED  30/7
In the wake of one of the greatest failed social experiments in the history of 
mankind, this is a look at the legacy of Apartheid from the viewpoint of the 
Cape Coloured.

OUT OF FAITH  17/9
A feature-length documentary, follows three generations of a
family being torn apart by conflicts over interfaith marriage. The family’s matriarch, 
Leah Welbel, and her husband Eliezer, both survived over two and a half years in 
Auschwitz; however, in their minds, their grandchildren marrying non-Jews represents 
a posthumous victory for Hitler.

STATE OF FEAR: THE TRUTH ABOUT TERRORISM 29/10
Filmmaker Pamela Yates turns her camera on the battle between Peru’s Shining Path 
rebels and government forces. Fueled by the idea of unseating what it saw as a 
government of the privileged, Shining Path employed widespread violence as it rose in 
the 1980s. As the leftist group maintained its influence into the ‘90s, President Alberto 
Fujimori used undemocratic methods to crack down on Shining Path. For Yates, the 
conflict is also a lens through which to examine America’s post-9/11 government.

The Kehillat Masada Jewish Film Festival. 
Every month we will be screening a documentary that 
will focus on the topic to be addressed later that month in 
the “THEM” series. Each film will provoke you into seeing 
different, and often confronting, perspectives.

Movies start at 8pm

RICHARD DAWKINS - THE ROOT OF EVIL  8/10
The Root of All Evil?, is a documentary written and presented by Richard Dawkins in 
which he argues that humanity would be better off without religion or belief in God.

THE WALL OF CONTENTION 26/11
This documentary describes the struggle of a religious female’s group called Women 
of the Wall movement for equality next to the wailing wall, perhaps the holiest place 
on earth for Jews. The story of the Women of the Wall is a test case for the deprived 
status of women in Israeli public life. The film is an outcry protesting religious coercion 
and the violent silencing of women. It’s a film that raises many questions about the 
battle of the sexes within the religious Jewish world.



Starting in September 

1/2 Hour after the Kiddush 

• The halachic status of transgender individuals

• Driverless cars

• AI on Shabbat

• Kosher pork & Parev Meat

• Custom-Made Babies

• Virtual Relationships- Google assistant & beyond

• Stealing Intellectual Property

•	 Cat-fishing-	false	identities	online

• Motion Sensors

• Hotel Keys on Shabbat

• Cruising on Shabbat 

• Improving Mitzvoth through technology

• Trolling and Online comments

• Text Message Response

• Asking for forgiveness via Text

• Shabbat in space

Aged Wine in New Casks
How an Ancient Book answers Modern Questions



Whatsapp Micro-shiurim

Sign up for series by texting 
MP/MH/MD to 0406 048 415

The Micro-Parsha (MP) 
[Monday- Friday]

Minute/Day insight & summary 
of the parsha

Mini-Drosha (MD)

3 minutes personal 
development idea from 
contemporary events and 
the Weekly parsha. Delivered 
every Friday

The Micro-Halacha (MH)  
[Monday- Friday]

Minute/Day Halacha on 
contemporary halachic issues



Online or In person Festival Series

All classes at 8pm

Email rabbi@masada.org.au for the Zoom link

Rosh Hashana

28 August 

Fear: motivator or paralyser ? (Online Only)

4 September

Love: A Force for change or Reassurance to stay 
complacent (Online Only)

Yom Kippur

16 September
 
Starving bodies and Starving Souls

Sukkot

20 September

Discomfort as a reality of life

Simchat Torah

27 September 

Enough dancing! 

Chanukah

29 November 

What counts as a miracle nowadays?


