Parshat Pinchas
Shabbat Mevarchim
Friday 6th July 2018
Candle Lighting
4.42pm
Mincha
6.15pm

Shabbat 7th July 2018
Shacharit
9.00am
Mincha
4.30pm
Maariv
5.41pm

Rosh Chodesh Av Falls on Friday 13 July

A word from the Rabbi
Vigilantes
How does the Torah view a person who takes matters into his own hands?
When we see an injustice, or at least perceived an injustice, sometimes we “look
left and right, see that there is no one” who is prepared to do anything, and we
stand up and “strike the Egyptian” .
This is the story of Moshe, how he changed from being a self-centred Egyptian
Prince, to the future leader of the Jewish people. Again in this week’s Parsha we
see Pinchas, exact similar vigilante justice upon an ‘evil’ prince Zimri.
An act, for which, he is rewarded.
On the one hand how can we “stand idly by” and watch an injustice take place,
surely we should stand up and do something? On the other hand the world
would descend into anarchy if every person did “what was fitting in their eyes” .
The world isn’t fair, but should it be? Should there be justice in this world or is
justice something for the world to come?
The Torah’s ethic is one that asks and challenges us to see the problems in a
world as opportunities for growth and change. Almost every advancement of
civilization has its source rooted in injustice; “people shouldn’t get sick”, “people
shouldn’t go hungry”,” people shouldn’t have to wait”- every advancement in
the name of justice.

But every triumph is accompanied by defeat; there are injustices that cannot be
undone and answers that cannot be found out or be known.
Pinchas is an exception not the rule.
Life necessitates that we constantly jostle between demanding something be
done and accepting that we are powerless to do anything.
Shabbat shalom

We wish a hearty Mazal Tov on your Bar/Bat Mitzvah Anniversary to:
Alan Bortz		
Lewis Folb		
Zoe Milner

We wish a hearty Mazal Tov on your Wedding Anniversary to:
Avigdor and Margaret Saks		
Vincent and Nicci Uno

Ian and Robyn Satill			

We wish long life to the following Members who commemorate Yartzeit this week:
Daven Agranat
Mary Blitz
Sharon Katz
Geoffrey Chaitow
Jessica Chaitow and
Joseph Chaitow
Abe Davidowitz
Frank Fingleson
Melanie Posniak
Belinda Israelsohn
Kyron Israelsohn, Pazra Israelsohn,
Teagan Israelsohn and
Zancha Israelsohn
Moses Levitt
Hillary Simon and
Nathan Luck
Miriam Michalow
Graham Michalow
Sheryl Teperson

for his late mother
for her mother in law
for her grandmother
for his wife

Joy Agranat
Sientje Blitz
Sientje Blitz
Elana Chaitow

for their mother
for his brother
for his mother
for her grandmother
for her husband

Elana Chaitow
Charlie Davidowitz
Jenny Fingleson
Fanny Gutchen
Gary Israelsohn

for their father
for his mother

Gary Israelsohn
Nessa Levitt

for their brother
for her husband
for his father
for her father

Russel Luck
Michael Michalow
Michael Michalow
Joseph Spitz

We wish hearty Mazal Tov to
Shira Kahanowitz
on her Bat Mitzvah this Shabbat and to her parents,
Martin and Tanya Kahanowitz
and grandparents,
Phillip and Una Segal and Nimy Kahananowitz.
Hearty Mazal Tov and much nachas
My name is Shira Kahanovitz.
I’m so happy to be here at Masada Shul
to celebrate my Bat Mitzvah. I live in SA,
Johannesburg.
I am so lucky to have such a big family. Many
of whom live in Australia. My Granny Unsie and
Popsy Phil, as well lots of aunts and uncles. I have
lots of 1st cousins - 10 in total.
8 in SA and 2 (Judd and Gabriella who live in
Australia).
I love spending time with all of them.
My family consists of my dad Martin, Mom Tanya
and big Brother - Jake.
I Love animals - and have 2 dogs: Zach, Cody and
3 rabbits- Charlie, Lola and Spot.
I Love acrobatics and dancing.
I’m in grade 6 at King David Linksfield.

