
Parshat Shoftim

A word from the Rabbi 
Parshat Shoftim states that if a slain person is found outside the city limits and 
the murderer is unknown, the elders of the nearby cities come out and measure 
the proximity of the corpse to the nearest city. Then the elders of that city bring 
a calf into that rough terrain, break its neck and wash their hands over the heifer, 
declaring, “Our hands have not shed this man’s blood.” 
Obviously the elders, the most highly respected leaders in the city, didn’t kill the 
stranger, so why would they make such a ludicrous statement? 
Perhaps the halacha is teaching that this stranger, this John Doe, entered the city 
but was sent away without lodging, food or almost any concern for his wellbeing. 
Had he been greeted and welcomed, then perhaps he would not have been 
slain. 
Only if a community cannot genuinely say that they care for the stranger, are they 
exempt from this process. It may be the community’s failings that denied this 
traveler support, but the responsibility falls on the shoulders of the leaders, the 
elders, who should have demanded such behaviour from their flock.
 Similarly, the Shulchan Aruch teaches us that if there is a situation of grave 
danger, and the potential rescuer asks a Rabbi about the permissibility of 
transgressing Torah prohibitions to save the endangered individual’s life, the 
rescuer is considered a pious idiot and the Rabbi a shedder of blood. 
Why the Rabbi? Because he is responsible for instilling in the community the 
values and principles of the Torah. The fact that this man needs to ask a question 
relating to life and death situations infers that the Rabbi had not done his job 
properly – and therefore he is held accountable.
Although this may be true for Rabbis and other people in formal leadership roles, 
the principle is relevant to all. We are responsible for apathetic inaction, as well 
as callous indifference. Hashem doesn’t only care about what we do or don’t do; 
He is also concerned about what we could have done.

Friday 17th August 2018 
Candle Lighting  5.09pm
Maariv 6.15pm

Shabbat 18th August 2018 
Shacharit  9.00am
Mincha 4.55pm
Maariv           6.06pm

Shabbat shalom 



We wish a hearty Mazal Tov on your Wedding Anniversary to:
Arnold and Wendy Cohen  Brian and Rose Farber
Colin and Linette Fox  Jonathan and Lisa Rogow

We wish long life to the following Members who commemorate Yartzeit this week:

Susan Kahan  for her mother  Helen Ashberg
Minna Johnson  for her mother  Etta Balkind
Cherrise Levitan  for her father  Norman Barkhan
Harry Bauer  for his mother  Irma Bauer
Eleanor Fine  for her father  Harry Berghaus
Roslyn Glaser  for her grandmother Anne Boner
Mary Blitz  for her father  Solomon Casper
Hilary Gruenewald  for her father  Woolf Emdin
Helen Silber  for her mother  Audrey Ende
Adrian Goodman  for his father  Joshua Goodman
Gerald Johnson  for his mother  Miriam Johnson
Stanley Pogorelsky  for his mother  Mildred Pogorelsky
Sherna Teperson  for her father  Philip Resnik
Simone Rutovitz and
Helene Shofer  for their grandmother Rebecca Sage
Wendy Ginsberg  for her father  Dave Seligman
Brian Solomon  for his father  Malcolm Solomon
Amanda Gordon  for her father  Monty Solomon

We wish a hearty Mazal Tov on your Bar/Bat Mitzvah Anniversary to:
Jonathan Abelsohn Shlomi Avioz  Daniel Bukofzer
Robyn Cohen David Evian  Evan Fittinghoff
Gabriel Fittinghoff Teagan Israelsohn Ariella Novis
Daniel Sacharowitz Alexa Silber  Peter Zinn



Whatsapp Micro-shiurim

Sign up for series by texting 
MP/MH/MD to 0406 048 415

The Micro-Parsha (MP) 
[Monday- Friday]

Minute/Day insight & summary 
of the parsha

Mini-Drosha (MD)

3 minutes personal 
development idea from 
contemporary events and 
the Weekly parsha. Delivered 
every Friday

The Micro-Halacha (MH)  
[Monday- Friday]

Minute/Day Halacha on 
contemporary halachic issues

We wish a hearty Mazal Tov to
Sam Goldin 

on his Bar Mitzvah this Shabbat
and to his parents,

Paul and Robyn Goldin
and grandparents

Mark and Karyn Moskow and Alan and Rayna Rosenberg
Hearty Mazal Tov and much simcha

Sam Goldin, the eldest son of Paul and Robyn Goldin, is 
thrilled to be celebrating his Bar Mitzvah with his family 
and friends at Kehillat Masada. Sam is a Year 7 student 
at Masada College and enjoys all aspects of school life, 
in particular sport. 
Sam is a keen soccer and rugby player, but has excelled 
in athletics. He has been the Cross Country champion 
at Masada since year 3 and recently broke a long 
standing school record. He loves to watch sport with 
his brothers, Riley and Dean and they play for hours 
together outside in the garden. 
Sam looks forward to becoming Bar mitzvah and 
participating in the community, by giving to others. He 
will be travelling to South Africa soon, where he will 
donate soccer balls to an underprivileged school, so 
they too can experience the joy of sport. 




