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From the President: Sara Goldberg 

On Tuesday, March 14 at 8pm, I hope you’ll plan to at-
tend the final quarterly Town Hall that I’ll be hosting as 
president. We’ll be providing some important updates 
about the future of our congregation. These subjects are 
critical to the community, so please mark your calendars. 

Timothy Michalak, Chair of the strategic vision and plan-
ning committee, will share information about the data 
collection they’ve done, what it tells us about TI, and how 
they’ll be involving the community in the months ahead. 
Elliott Rosen, House VP, will share information about the 
continued improvements to our building, including the HVAC project, which is 
nearing completion. Sylvia Horwitz, Finance VP, will provide a preview of the budg-
et for next fiscal year and outline some of the challenges the board is wrestling with 

(Continued on page 2) 

No, don’t adjust your set. No, the printer didn’t make a mistake.  We are nearing 
Purim and everything is turned upside-down.  Many people think of Purim as a kid’s 
holiday but that is just another way it has been turned upside-down.  It is time to 
right the wrong.  While children may enjoy the fun and revelry of Purim they do not 
yet know the real reasons behind it and can’t appreciate what all the fun is about. 

#1 – Reading the Megillah – When we read the Megillah there is a contradiction.  
We are told that we are to both, “hear every word,” and at the 
same time, “blot out the name of Haman.”  It is hard to do but if 
we pay good attention we are able to catch the sound of his 
name as we start making raucous sounds to cover it up.  The 
rabbis felt so strongly about the Megillah that they gave hear-
ing it the status of mitzvah even though the name of God is 
not mentioned even once.   

#2 – Getting Dressed Up – Again, one might say that this is 
child’s play.  Not so!  Wearing a costume is more than just fun.  
We take the opportunity to do two things.  We are encour-

aged to play a different role.  If we are dressed up as a cowboy, princess or even a 
past president, we take on a bit of that persona.  We can be someone we are not.  
The other side of that is that we are able to reveal a bit of our true selves.  We do 
this both by wearing a costume that reflects a bit of who we are and because we are 
in costume we may act differently.  We are less inhibited because part of the “mask” 

(Continued on page 3) 

From the Rabbi: Rabbi Michael Werbow  
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From the President - continued 

as we consider the impact of rising costs on both 
dues and other revenue sources. 

On a related note, Stan Dorn, Development VP, 
will describe a new fundraising campaign we are 
launching this month, bringing us together to en-
sure a strong future for TI. As you know, we have 
made important community investments in re-
cent years - hiring a new rabbi (Rabbi Michael 
Werbow) and a new lifelong learning director 
(Rabbi Kelley Gludt), and making major upgrades 
to our physical plant, including a new HVAC sys-
tem. In part due to COVID-19 dampening new 
member recruitment and our choice to keep dues 
stable, our revenue has not kept pace with our 
operating costs.  

Membership growth is expected in the coming 
years, as the broader community continues to 
emerge from the worst of the pandemic. We are 
also developing plans to monetize portions of our 
large building that generally go unused. However, 
those efforts will not have the immediate impact 
that is needed to align our revenues and costs. 
Significantly increasing dues, cutting staff, or 
eliminating beloved programming are not viable 
solutions to balancing our budget. In fact, such 
short-term measures could keep us from gaining 
the membership we need for long-term stability.  

To bridge the transition to a sustainable future, TI 
needs a campaign that will inspire our members 
and friends to provide philanthropic support at 
this crucial moment in our community’s history - 
support that will make it possible for TI to grow 
and thrive. Stan and I are excited to begin commu-
nity conversations about The Bridge Campaign 
and thank you in advance for supporting this ef-
fort however you can. 

I hope to see you at Purim, on Zoom for the Town 
Hall on March 14, and March 24-26 for the instal-
lation and celebration of Rabbi Werbow. There’s 
so much to celebrate this month! 

B’Shalom, 

Sara Goldberg 
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From the Rabbi - continued 

we normally wear is hidden and we are able to let another side of us shine through.  Here is the contradic-
tion.  While we think we are dressing up as someone or something else we are really taking off a mask 
that we wear the rest of the year. 

#3 – Giving Gifts – We all know how good it is to receive gifts.  Purim is a time of giving.  This, many peo-
ple say, is what makes the difference between Halloween and Purim.  On Halloween people go around 
asking for treats while on Purim we give.  We find at the end of the Megillah the commandment to give 
Mishloach Manot to our friends and Matanot La’evyonim, to those in need.  Mishloach Manot are gifts of 
food.  We give at least two different types of food to at least two different people.  In addition we give 
money to the poor on Purim.  These Matanot La’evyonim are to help people in need buy food.  Some tradi-
tions say that we need to give at least two people enough money to buy a meal. 

So, turn the page back the right way but before you do mark your calendar for the Megillah reading on 
March 6

th
, think about what you will wear, even if it is just blue jeans and a tie-dyed shirt and plan to give 

some gifts, sharing your joy with those you love and those in need. 

Chag Purim Sameyach (Happy Purim) 
MASK - OPTIONAL SHABBAT MORNING SERVICES 

April 1 

There will be clearly marked 

mask-optional sections of the sanctuary. 

Masks are required at all other adult religious services. 

Editor’s note:  Online readers who would like to see the entire Menorah and everything else upside down, and who use Windows 11,  

can press F12 to flip the screen.   For Windows 10 press ALT-CTRL-Down  Arrow.    For other versions of Windows and MacOS check 

the system display settings.   

The editor swears she has never done this to a co-worker’s machine and then walked away.  Not to a family member either.  Really.  

WAYS TO DONATE TO TI 

Donate your car 

https://bit.ly/TICarDon 

Visit ShulCloud 

https://bit.ly/TIGive 

Sponsor a Kiddush 

 

 

 

info@tifereth-israel.org 

https://bit.ly/TICarDon
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/form/general-only-donation-form-2022-2023.html
mailto:info@tifereth-israel.org?subject=Kiddush%20Sponsorship%20Inquiry
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/form/general-only-donation-form-2022-2023.html
https://tifereth-israel.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3c528fa3e3f14d44449de0a05&id=5122c109e1&e=7a62765e08
mailto:info@tifereth-israel.org?subject=Sponsor%20a%20Kiddush
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Honor a family member, a friend, or even yourself at a 

monthly Birthday/Anniversary Kiddush Luncheon! 

Click https://bit.ly/BdayAnniv to sponsor on March 18. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 

3/1 Ronald Bowyer 

3/2 Nataliya Chernyak Cowen 

 Ellen Kramarow 

3/3 Elana Cohen 

3/4 Amalia Brandt Lautman 

 Rick Glaser 

 Talia Kellner 

 Micah Kimelman-Block 

3/5 Eli Kuhn 

 Adina Stone Rombro 

3/7 Hedy Howard 

 Kenneth Kellner 

 Rachel Lande 

 Steven LeVine 

3/8 Moreen Fand 

 Bruce Heppen 

 Erica Isicson 

 Jacob Mermelstein 

3/9 Ari Einhorn 

 Cynthia Peterman 

3/10 Catherine Tuerk 

 Melissa Werbow 

 Terri Zall 

3/11 Arella Kemp 

 Devora Kimelman-Block 

3/12 Asher Cohen 

 Evelyn Fody 

 Dione Pereira 

 Jacqueline Ratner 
3/13 Gabriella Goldring 

 Marcella Goldring 

  
 Joelle Novey 

3/14 Zia Batler-Landau 

 Benjamin Kruger 

3/16 Judy Galat 

 Elihu Leifer 

3/16 Pamela Stone 

 Hannah Garelick 

 Paul Goldman 

 Herbert Sier 

3/18 Eve Friedland 

 Wilhelmina Gottschalk 

 Malka Stopak 

3/19 Joseph Davidson 

 Aviel Roshwald 

 Edwin Stromberg 

3/20 Judith Berland 

 Jacob Douglas 

3/21 Howard Riker 

3/22 Ezra Grimes 

 Aaron Shulman-Englander 

 Dr. Jonathan Tuerk 

3/24 Sara Handwerker 

 Marnie Klein 

3/25 Anna Belle Alterman 

 Isabel Fody 

  Boaz Levone 

3/26 Eugene Herman 

  Adele Natter 

3/27 Adam Diamond 

 Patricia Fisher 

 Fred Lipschultz 

  
 Morton Simon 

 Benjamin Turner 

 Samson Turner 

3/28 Sandra Adelstein 

 Michael Schneider 

  Keith Secular 

 Kate Snyder 

3/30 Shavit (Tootie) Alemu 

 Yaara (Shusha) Alemu 

 Michael Flum 

 Erik Hope 

 Leah Lemberg 

 Elana Stone Rombro 

3/31 Lorelei Gryziak 

 Rabbi Avis Miller 

 Alan Zibel 

 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY! 

3/4     David & Helene Emsellem 

3/10   David & Stephanie Rubin 

3/13   Marjorie & Richard Siegel 

3/16   Joel Coffidis  & 

 Adrienne Torrey 

3/23  Katherine Benton-Cohen 

 & Hal Cohen  

3/25   Kelly & Stephen Rickard 

3/28   Carl Bergman & 

 Margie Odle 

MARCH BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 

https://bit.ly/BdayAnniv
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/admin/members.php?action=view&id=298028
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/admin/members.php?action=view&id=298028
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Families with Young Children Havurah Havdalah 

YOUTH & FAMILY 
Tot Shabbat—For children 18 mo. to 5 years 

Yoga with Martha Hare  

Sat., March 11 at 11:00 am 

Rhythm ’n’ Ruach with Auntie A 
Sat., March 25 at 11:00 am 

Junior Minyan—Learner's service for elementary schoolers 

Sat., March 25 at 11:00 am 

Purim Carnival 

Sun., March 5 at 10:00 am 

Club BBK 
Sun., March 12 at 9:15 am 

Board Game Extravaganza & Mitzvah Project 

Sun., March 26 at 11:00 am 

Photos by Jeff Peterman 

https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/tot-shabbat8.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/junior-minyan.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/purim-carnival6.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/club-bbk1.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/board-game-extravaganza--mitzvah-project.html
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Learn more about Purim at TI at  

https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/purim-2023.html# 

https://bit.ly/TIPReg23
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/purim-2023.html
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JEW WHO HAS IT ALL: WINNING THE INTERNET 
Saturday, March 4 at 8:00 pm 

Ever wonder what the world would be like if the Jewish calendar was the norm? 

Learn the answer to this and many other deep and probing questions. 

Click here to learn more. 

PURIM CARNIVAL 
Sunday, March 5 at 10:00 am 

Click here to register.  

SERVICES & MEGILLAH READINGS 
Monday, March 6 at 6:30 pm 

Tuesday, March 7 at 7:00 am at TI & 3:00 pm in Rock Creek Park Picnic Area 10 

Purim will feature Megillah reading, shpiels and l'chayims! 

Click here to learn more. 

MISHLOACH MANOT 
Pick up times: 

Sunday, March 5 from 10:00 am - noon | Monday, March 6 at services 

(bags not picked up will be delivered to your home) 

PICK UP SUNFLOWER HAMANTASCHEN  
Thursday, March 2 from 1:00 pm - 5:00 pm | Friday, March 3 from 10:00 am - 2:00 pm 

ORDER PESACH WINE 
Deadline: Wednesday, March 8 

Try some samples at Monday night Purim services! 

Order from a wide variety of kosher-for-Passover wines at https://bit.ly/TIWine23.  

Find information at https://bit.ly/TIPurim 

https://bit.ly/TIplaques
https://bit.ly/tibor22
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/jew-who-has-it-all-winning-the-internet.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/track.php?id=3286c6b0f2134d6b9e0d13345f5a28d1&color=b3b3b5&url=https%3A%2F%2Ftiferethdc.shulcloud.com%2Fform%2Fevent-purim-carnival-2023.html&h=d1f39
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/purim-service--megillah-reading2.html
https://bit.ly/TIPurim
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/purim-2023.html
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Register at https://bit.ly/TIInstallreg. 

https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/werbow-installation.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/form/meals-installation-weekend.html
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TOWN HALL MEETING 

Tuesday, March 14 at 8:00 pm 
 

Join TI President Sara Goldberg and others to hear 

important updates about our congregation. 

Learn more at https://bit.ly/TItownhall 

TI Retreat 2023 - photos by Jeff Peterman 

https://bit.ly/TItownhall
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New Member Spotlight - Jared Garelick 

Adam Goldman, together with his wife and two chil-
dren, recently joined TI. Adam, who works as a na-
tional security reporter in the Washington bureau of 
The New York Times, discovered his vocation in Isra-
el. After making Aliyah with the intention of staying, 
he lived for a time at Kibbutz Givat Brenner before 
moving to Jerusalem, where he fell into an internship 
at The Jerusalem Report. Discovering a love for jour-
nalism and knowing he would never write as well in 
Hebrew as in English, he returned to the U.S. After 
stints at The Associated Press and The Washington 
Post, he joined The Times in 2016.  

Adam grew up in Chapel Hill, North Carolina and has 
lived in Washington since 2010. He was raised in a 
kosher home and attended a conservative congrega-
tion, and was looking for something similar here. The 
family came to High Holiday services at TI, liked 
what they found, and joined. Adam describes himself 
as very approachable – he is a reporter after all. He 
looks forward to bringing his recently retired father 
to TI to evaluate the service. An update may be in 
order when that review is in. 

Adina Schwartz and Jessica Simpson moved to the 
area in late 2020, at the height of pandemic lock-
downs. Both from central New Jersey, they met in 
that area while Adina was attending medical school. 
Adina is now training at NIH to be a fertility special-
ist. Jessica recently left the military after ten years of 
service and now is staying home caring for the fami-
ly’s two children. Those would be their son Raphael, 
who at publication date will have just turned four 
years old, and their daughter Nessa, who will be four 
months old.  

It is a time of many transitions for them. The family 
just completed a move from Silver Spring to Rock-
ville.  

Adina and Jessica were members of a conservative 
synagogue in New Jersey and wanted to find some-
thing similar here but did no shul shopping while in-
person services weren’t happening. They came for 
their first TI visit last year at Purim and, undeterred 
by the evening’s entertainment, joined before Rosh 
Hashanah.  

The two are sports fans, yet to relinquish their alle-

giance to the New York teams. Ask them for their 
Yankees/Mets preference. Jessica is interested in art 
and generally has some artistic outlet; currently it is 
chocolate desserts. They are happy to have found TI, 
enjoying the tot Shabbat they recently attended. 

Welcome to this month’s featured new members! 

Memories of Steve Ross 

From Carl Bergman:  When I think of Steve, I think of his wonderful smile. Steve was a gentleman 
with a gentle sense of humor. What made him remarkable was he mastered our rules, holidays, and 
practices. He knew where everything was or went. He knew who was who and how to deal with 
them. His job required many skills. He made them look easy. They weren’t.  

From Varda Fink:  Steve Ross and his father before him were welcome sights at TI.  They contribut-
ed a great deal to the wellbeing of our community.  I have not seen Steve in years but I will miss him.  
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Pesach Day 1 • Thursday, April 6, 9:00 am 

Pesach Day 2 • Friday, April 7, 9:00 am 

Pesach Day 3 • Saturday, April 8, 9:00 am 

 ~ 10:15 am • Reading of Shir Ha'Shirim* 

Pesach Day 7 • Wednesday, April 12, 9:00 am 

Pesach Day 8 • Thursday, April 13, 9:00 am 

 ~11:00 am • Yizkor Service 

* Contact Rabbi Werbow at mwerbow@tifereth-israel.org if you’d like to read from 

Shir Ha’Shirim (Song of Songs). 

OUR FAVORITE HAGGADOT - THEN AND NOW 
Sunday, March 12 at 10:30 am 

Sponsored by Kol Nashim 
Do you have a favorite haggadah? Searching for new one? 

Bring your haggadot and your stories 
to this in-person event! 

SIYYUM BECHORIM  

Wed., Apr. 5 at 7:00 am 
 

Rabbi Werbow will hold a Siyyum for the 
study of Mishnah Moed Katan. 

Celebratory meal to follow. 

PESACH 5783 
 

April 5—April 13 
Learn more at https://bit.ly/PesachTI23 

SELL YOUR CHAMETZ 
Click here to fill out 

an online form by 
Wed., April 5 at 8:30 am. 

MAOT HITIN  
Click here to help local  

impoverished Jews 
celebrate Pesach.  

DELIVER FOOD  
Click here to deliver food 
to seniors and others on  
Sun., April 2 at 9:00 am. 

mailto:menorah@tifereth-israel.org?subject=ShirHaShirim
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/kn---haggadah-sharing.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/siyyum-bechorim2.html
https://bit.ly/PesachTI23
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/form/donation---chametz-sale---2023
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/form/donation---maot-hitin-23
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/form/passover-2023-food-delivery-volunteers.html
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Gevarim - Andrew Reamer 

Jewish History Online: Hitler’s Jewish Refugees: Hope and Anxiety in Portugal -- April 2, 10:30 am - 12:15 pm. 

Recorded presentation by Marion Kaplan, Skirball Professor of Modern Jewish History, New York Universi-

ty. Sponsored by Haberman Institute for Jewish Studies.   

Talmud Study with Rabbi Seidel -- Shabbat, April 1 and 15, May 27, June 17, 1:00-2:00 pm. Tractate Sanhedrin 

in English translation.  

Gevarim is pleased to spring for Shabbat kiddush beverages for the foreseeable future and thanks its mem-

bers for making that possible. 

Kol Nashim  - Louise Kelley 

Haggadah Sharing 

On March 12, at 10:30 am, Kol Nashim will hold a Haggadah Sharing in the Mollie 
Berch Library.  Have you got a favorite or are you looking for a new one? Every-
one is invited to bring Haggadot, and those attending can enjoy the variety.  
Those that wish to can bring Haggadahs as gifts for others.  Everyone is also wel-
come to bring treasured family Haggadahs (not intended as gifts).  Children’s 
Haggadahs will also be included. The Haggadah tells the Passover story, but the 
books themselves have their own story!  The event will last about an hour and a half, and snacks will 
be provided.  

Mitzvah Knit-Along 

What’s a Mitzvah Knit-Along?  It’s coming to TI in April. You can learn how to knit squares with the 
owner of Second Story Knits, Joanna Esch, in two-hour sessions on April 16, 23, 30 and May 21.  The 
Knitters will gather in the TI Library in the Emsellem Room on those Sundays to help craft an afghan 
for local families in need.  Yarn and needles will be provided free to all participants.  Registration in-
formation will follow. 

Return to Glenstone 

The lovely local Glenstone Museum has been expanded. KN is sponsoring a tour on Sunday, May 7 

at 12:00 pm. 

 

Located on 200 acres of land in Potomac, Glenstone houses thousands of post-World War II works 
of art in distinctive indoor and outdoor spaces. Immerse yourself in beauty this Spring and join us 
for a self-guided tour.   
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At our February 21st meeting we discussed War of Shadows: Codebreakers Spies, and the Secret Struggle to Drive 
the Nazis from the Middle East by Gershom Gorenberg.   Some readers were fascinated by how what might 
seem like a giant heap of exciting but unrelated details gradually turned into a compelling narrative.  Others 
were stuck at the heap of details stage.  I enjoyed 
finding out enough about the Enigma machine to un-
derstand (almost) how it worked, and also the human 
errors and fallibilities that helped our side break its 
code. 

Our next meeting is on March 21st.  The reading is 
Joshua Cohen’s satirical but fact-inspired Pulitzer-
prize-winning novel The Netanyahus.  The only Jewish 
professor of history at a small college is expected to 
play host and mentor to Benzion Netanyahu, an Is-
raeli professor of history who is on an exchange visit 
to the campus with his family, including his son Benja-
min of whom you may have heard.  The Netanyahus 
are hard to handle, to say the least. There actually 
was such a visit, but it probably did not reach the lev-
el of mainly hilarious disaster depicted here.  As usual 
with satire, deeper questions are raised and deeper 
issues explored. 

We meet from 7:30 to 9pm, or  until we run out of 
things to say.  This rarely happens.  We are TI!  All are 
welcome, including people who have not finished or 
even started the book.  If you have friends who might 
enjoy discussing interesting books with Jewish con-
tent, bring them along.   

If you are not already on the evite list, contact Janice Mehler (contact information in ShulCloud) to be added.    
You’ll get timely reminder emails, with the Zoom link.  I look forward to seeing many of you at our meetings. 

Kol Nashim Book Group - Jessica Weissman 

Funeral Practices Committee 
Always On-Call 

 

Chaverim of the Funeral Practices Committee 
are on call to provide counsel and services to 
synagogue members and their dependents.  
 
In the event of a death, before contacting the 
funeral home please contact one of the 
following chaverim or the TI  office (202-882-
1605).  
 
 Shelly Heller      h: 301-942-1836 
                w: 202-994-5906 
                c:  301-996-2704 
 
 Marcia Goggin      c: 301-792-1063  
 
 Bruce Heppen       h: 301-299-3255 
                  c:  202-997-1890 
                  w:703-417-8983 

TI teens go ice 

skating. 

Photo by Rabbi 

Kelley Gludt 

tel:301-299-3255
tel:202-997-1890
tel:703-417-8983
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TI Social Action Projects - Gene  & Esther Herman 

Shepherd’s Table  

TI helped serve dinner at Shepherd’s Table on February 5th. Special thanks to Joseph Martin, Pau-
la Martin, Gene Herman, Esther Herman, Howard Sumka, Raymond Coleman, Rebecca Coleman, 
Krayna Feinberg, Michele Sumka, Claudine Schweber, Stephen Garber, Dione Pereira, and Phil 
Shapiro for making it possible to serve 190 meals. The number of people needing to be fed by TI 
each month has been increasing. February’s 190 meals are the highest number since TI began vol-
unteering at Shepherd’s Table over a year ago. As you can see, volunteers are essential for TI to 
continue to fulfil its commitment to help the homeless in our community. Any questions contact 
Gene Herman (gene511@aol.com). 

If you can’t participate in person, there are other ways of contributing such as baking cookies, 
making peanut butter and jelly sandwiches, or donating fruit such as bananas and oranges. 

Refugee Shabbat 

Tifereth Israel’s annual refugee Shabbat was held on February 11. The speakers were Mark 
Youmans and Sabir Amini from the International Refugee Committee (IRC). Mark is the Develop-
ment Manager and Sabir (a former Afghan refugee) is a Community Engagement Specialist. They 
spoke about IRC’s work globally and brought the congregation up to date on their committee’s lo-
cal work in settling refugees in suburban Washington and volunteer opportunities. IRC is one of 
three local organizations that helps settle refugees in our area. AS TI moves toward being connect-
ed to a refugee family, the IRC will be a useful contact. They have a link to a family mentor experi-
ence https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UsnOAjOTiRA 

Passover Food Delivery 

TI once again will be participating with other congregations in Bnai Brith’s Project H.O.P.E. Project 
H.O.P.E. will take place on April 2, 2023, and Jewish Social Service (JSSA) has agreed to be full 
partners with the Chesapeake Bay Region of B’nai Brith to make this community service happen. 

(Continued on page 15) 

 If I am not for myself, then who will be for me? 
And if I am only for myself, what am I? 

And if not now, when? 
– Rabbi Hillel 

Photos by Dione Pereira.  Participants shown in order listed above (Dione Pereira and Phil Shapiro not pictured) 

mailto:gene511@aol.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UsnOAjOTiRA
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Social Action Projects  - continued 

The central part of TI’s involvement is the recruiting of volunteers to help deliver Passover packag-
es to those in need in our local Jewish community. We hope that you can be part of this mitzvah. 
The Passover packages to be delivered will be available on Sunday Morning, April 2 at the Juniper 
Street entrance between 9-10 A.M. Sign up here:   

https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/form/passover-2023-food-delivery-volunteers.html  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Report on an Interfaith Mission to Kyiv 

by Rabbi Chuck Feinberg 
Sunday, March 19 at 10:30 am 

TI member Rabbi Chuck Feinberg recently went to Kyiv, Ukraine as 
a member of a small interfaith delegation of religious leaders.  
Organized by Europe, A Patient Organization, their mission was to 
show solidarity with the people of Ukraine, affirm the multi-religious 
nature of Ukrainian society and pray for a just peace.  

Rabbi Feinberg's presentation will include photos of his trip and  
summaries of what he heard and witnessed.  

Learn more at https://bit.ly/TIRCK. 

Interfaith delegation in Kyiv 

(Rabbi Feinberg, 2nd from right) 

ORDER PASSOVER WINE  

Enjoy a wide variety of 
kosher-for-Passover wines! 

Taste test some of the wines 
at the March 6 Purim services 

Order by Wednesday, March 8 

Pick-up at TI: 

Thursday, March 30 from 1:00-5:00 pm 

Friday, March 31 from 10:00 am–5:00 pm 

Sunday, April 2 from 9:30 am–12:30 pm 

Have a sweet Passover. 

Click https://bit.ly/TIWine23 to order 
Questions? Contact Sheri Blonder 

https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/form/passover-2023-food-delivery-volunteers.html
https://www.europeapatient.com/
https://bit.ly/TIRCK
https://bit.ly/TIWine23
mailto:sheri@tifereth-israel.org?subject=Passover%20Wine%20Sales
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HEBREW CRASH 

COURSE FOR ADULTS 
with Rabbi Kelley Gludt 

Four classes beginning 

Sun., March 12 from 2:00—3:30 pm 

Learn to decode and master 

the alef bet and vowels  

 

Register by March 3. 

Learn more at https://bit.ly/TIHCL. 

ACCESSIBILITY AT TI 
Year-round, we want everyone to be able to 

participate as fully as possible in services and 

activities. 

Please contact info@tifereth-israel.org 

in advance if you need: 

Accessible parking and/or seating 

Use of a walker or wheelchair 

You can ask a service greeter in the Sanctuary if 

you need: 

Assistive Listening Device 

Large print prayerbook 

Wheelchair accessible seating 

Use of Bimah lift (coming this spring!) 

TI Retreat 2023 - Photos on this and facing page by Rachel Lande 

https://bit.ly/TIHCL
mailto:info@tifereth-israel.org?subject=Accessibility%20Need
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TI Retreat 2023 

SUPPORT A KIDDUSH! 
 

Supporting a Kiddush lunch is a wonderful way to celebrate a simcha  
with the TI community and your guests. There are options to fit any budget! 

Your contribution will be acknowledged in the Shabbat handout and  
during announcements at the end of Shabbat morning services.  

 
To discuss supporting a Kiddush, please contact 

Synagogue Administrator Sheri Blonder at sheri@tifereth-israel.org. 

ANNUAL APPEAL FY23 

GOOOOOOOOOOAL! 

We made it! Thank you to everyone 

who contributed to this success! 

Got retreat photos to share?  Send them to 

menorah@tifereth-israel.org and you’ll see 

at least some of them in the April issue of 

the Menorah.  Medium to high resolution, 

please. 

mailto:sheri@tifereth-israel.org?subject=Kiddush%20Sponsorship%20Inquiry
mailto:menorah@tifereth-israel.org
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Can we adjust one specific habit of many TI members, 
including me? - Rachel Friedlander Tickner  

Almost all TI members share a love of conversation. 
We almost never run out of topics to discuss. (I usual-
ly see this trait celebrated in the announcements for 
Kol Nashim book club meetings.) We also mostly 
share a love of informality. We’re definitely not a 
business-suits-are-mandatory-for-services congrega-
tion. But unfortunately, many—not all—TI members 
share one additional attribute: We are time-blind. We 
slip quietly into already-launched events and freely 
blow past all publicly announced RSVP or purchasing 
deadlines for, say, Pesach Kosher wines, High Holy 
Days tickets, or Mishloach Manot (Purim gift bags).  

Yes, gentle readers, I most definitely include myself in 
this subset of stragglers! (Many have witnessed my 
late arrival to services and events. Is it small comfort 
to rejoice at one less personal shortcoming? The Me-
norah editor advised me that only the Orthodox com-
munity cares about people being prompt to davven.) I 
can’t speak for others, but I have often asked myself 
how this situation arose. Generally, membership in a 
community means subduing some of one’s individual 
preferences to benefit the collective. Also, tardiness 
is a trait more endured than encouraged. The abbre-
viation RSVP comes from the French expression Re-
spondez, s’il vous plait (please respond). It does not sig-
nify Regard as Suggestion; Voluntarily be Prompt.  

Our delays have consequences, even if they are pre-
cipitated without even a scrap of malice. Within an 
already-happening event, already-settled partici-
pants may be distracted or annoyed by rustle and 
bustle—even if muted—as latecomers obtain seating, 
remove coats, and stow bags (or knapsacks, kids’ ac-
tivity totes, books, snacks, or diaper bags, etc.).  

There are also repercussions in lateness prior to the 
start of an event. In the behind-the-scenes, not-
directly-or-publicly-visible realm in which TI adminis-
trators, coordinators, and other staff and volunteers 
labor steadily to arrange future celebrations and ac-
tivities. To disregard a response deadline means to 
obstruct or disrupt this workflow. Without a reliable 
head count, it’s impossible to accurately measure or 
purchase the required food and other supplies. 
Workers not only get stopped in their tracks but must 
endure this unsought limbo while dreading the inevi-

table following experience: a frantic rush to ascertain 
all necessary details.  

For further merriment, planners may end up perform-
ing the same tasks twice, first for the already-
confirmed participants, then for the finally, definitely, 
absolutely, sworn-on-a-Bible (or on a Torah?) number 
of additional respondents. Thus gift bags or infor-
mation packets may be labelled and filled on two sep-
arate occasions. Or the original purchase may be fol-
lowed by a last-minute gallop to the store. Or the 
original, deliberately excessive purchase will require 
additional post-event labor to return the surplus to 
the vendor and confirm receipt of the refund. Or, if 
credit was received, someone is now obliged to moni-
tor the account to ensure the credit’s proper use for 
the next purchase—and before its possible expiration 
date. 

As a longtime latecomer I certainly understand that 
life happens, distraction occurs, and exhaustion de-
scends. Almost all modern family life is highly compli-
cated, whether the family contains one adult or two 
(employed or retired), or any young children, or ac-
tive teens, or two adults whose children move be-
tween their separate households, or two adults 
whose workplace responsibilities impose a long-
distance relationship, or any other possible less-than-
smoothly-functioning circumstance. (This is to say 
nothing about the increased freneticism if any addi-
tional challenges arise, such as an exceptionally dis-
ruptive workplace crisis; the flareup of a chronic 
health condition; the development of a severe illness; 
or the need for ongoing advocacy or caregiving for 
someone close in heart but distant from the immedi-
ate household. This last situation may require some-
one to commute between two homes. Phew! It’s 
overwhelming simply to describe these possible de-
velopments.) 

I also understand that self-change is arduous, even 
when it is desired. It is not easy to add another activi-
ty to the hectic, headlong rush of modern life. We are 
fortunate in that our contemporary culture contains 
abundant secular information to help people learn to 
better manage logistics over time and space. We are 

(Continued on page 19) 

https://bit.ly/tilulav22
https://bit.ly/TIHHPrayerBooks5782
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Upcoming Friday Night Minyan Assignments 

March 3, 2023 

Sidney Bailin 

Nancy Berman  

Sarah Berman  

Dana Beyer  

Jackie Binogol 

Sheri Blonder 

Gideon & Lisa Blumenthal  

Ron & Dina Borzekowski 

Larry & Lise Bram 

Sarah Bram 

Daniel & Ariel Brandt Lautman 

Steven & Rachel Bressler 

Renana Brooks 

Sharon Brown 

Alice Burton 

L Lee Butler  

Nataliya Chernyak Cowen 

David & Elana Cohen 

David & Judith Cohen 

March 31, 2023 

Hal Cohen & Katherine Benton-
Cohen 

Susan Chapin  

Raymond & Rebecca Coleman  

Laura & J.C. Craig 

Miriam Davidson  

Lafayette (Ronni) Davis 

Adam Diamond & Rabbi Jane Ber-
man 

Helen Disenhaus  

Stan Dorn & Carla Ellern 

Desiree Douglas 

Benjamin Dreyfus & Rabbi Eliza-
beth Richman 

Pierre & Deena Dugan 

Henry Einhorn  

Marshall Einhorn & Deborah 
Skolnick-Einhorn 

David & Helene Emsellem 

Ernie Englander 

Rabbi Charles & Krayna Feinberg 

Mark Felman & Miriam Feinsilver  

Roger & Gail Feldman 

Joshua & Mita Felman  

April 7, 2023 

Harvey Fernbach 

Robert Feron & Dione Pereira 

Jay & Rachel Finkelstein  

David & Patricia Fisher  

Paula Flicker  

Judah Flum & Lisa Itkin 

Daniel Fody 

Lee & Brenda Footer 

Ira Forman & Caryn Pass  

Michael Franklin & Sonya Shpilyuk  

Bruce Friedland & Jenny Bryant 

Naomi Friedman 

Judy Galat & Geoff Thale  

William & Miriam Galston  

Rebeccah Gan 

Jared Garelick & Ellen Kramarow 

Andrew & Allegria Gelfand  

Marsha Gentner 

Ron Ghatan & Megan Larkin 

Seth Glabman & Martha Hare 

 

If you are unable to  attend on your assigned date,  please arrange for a replacement. 

also blessed to have extensive support within our 
own tradition for folks who begin, then continue, a 
difficult task.  

Fortunately, for initial motivation it’s hard to outdo 
the words of Hillel: “That which is hateful to you, do 
not do to your neighbor.”  

Even with such succinct encouragement it is not a 

simple challenge for myself or any other time-addled 

person to learn to live while racing the clock less and 

less. But unless we start, we’ll never finish. We can 

follow the example of the man who walked into the 

Red Sea right up to his nose before the waters reced-

ed for the Israelites when they departed from Egypt 

(and were pursued by Pharaoh and his army). Or we 

can adjust the example of Miriam, by singing encour-

aging songs before (not after) a difficult undertaking. 

It won’t be perfect all at once. We may still make 

breathless phone calls to the office, or dash into ser-

vices while trailing coats, scarves, gloves and perhaps 

one or two small children. But we can hope to im-

prove over time, to unravel on fewer and fewer occa-

sions.   

Can We Adjust? - continued 

Memories of Steve Ross - Cynthia Peterman 

We were honored to have interviewed Steve Ross for the TI Centennial video,  "TIDC 100." Scroll to 
time point 59:22 to see his interview. (Please note this video does not have a public link.) 

On a personal note, I was the Himmelfarb School director in the 1980s and 90s, when I worked with 
both Steve and his father Sam. They were kind, helpful, and genuine people who each became a part 
of the TI community. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YJiO7D9Eesc
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Upcoming Yahrzeitn 

Editor’s note:  We list yahrzeitn based on ShulCloud records, under the Shabbat dates when the name is recited and by 

the yahrzeit date.  If any information is missing or incorrect, please contact Sheri Blonder at sheri@tifereth-israel.org. 

February 24—25 

3/1 George E. Bachman 

 Irving Mathis 

 Sadie Ostroff Primack 

 Flora Sandler 

 Jay Siegel 

 Maurice Silverman 

 Dave Slotar 

 Jennie Snider 

 Marsha Sussman 

3/2 Julius Blaser 

 Sam Bojankosky 

 Rose Lewis Glaser 

 Sylvia Kessler 

 Morris Rubin 

 Martin A. Saginor 

 Cecelia P. Schor 

 Annie Shapiro 

 Audrey Yalowitz 

3/3 Gustave Barshefsky 

 Rebecca Berger 

 Sarah Fanaroff 

 Harry Frank 

 Michael Liberson 

 Adolph Novak 

 Zelda Rothberg 

 Samuel Rovin 

 Florence Serota 

 Louis Sidman 

 Jack Steinberg 

 Henry Yalowitz 

March 3—4 

3/4 Benjamin Bookin 

 Naomi Ruth Caplan 

 Samuel L. Cohen 

 William Katz 

 Myer Kuritzky 

 Joseph Kurtz 

 Harry Moses Lazar 

 Shimshon Markowitz 

 Morris Michelson 

 Toby Peres 

3/5 Sanford Galat 

 Michael Goldberg 

 Henry Charles 

    Handelsman 

 Amelia G. Radler 

 Susan Schreibman 

 Anthony M. Schwartz 

 Bessie Swerdloff 

 Morris Zetlin 

3/6 Florence Baskin Gordon 

 Irv Borochoff 

 Frank Donsky 

 William David Miller 

3/7 Lucille Berland 

 Morris Bookin 

 Marilyn M. Bernstein 

 Harold Dicker 

 Roslyn Flum 

 Gail Kefer 

 Abraham Massri 

 Ida Millstein 

 Minna Needle 

 Charles Rosenberg 

 Neil Tickner 

3/9 Lenore Anderson 

 Stanley Baker 

 Abraham Benson 

 Abraham Irving Blankstein 

 Robert Elliot Davidson 

 Annabelle Einhorn 

 Yetta Krakow 

 Maynard A. Nathanson 

 Isidore Schifrin 

 Max B. Sheer 

3/10 Simon Borzekowski 

 Myrtle Cohen 

 Edward Corman 

 Fanny Faigen 

 Rose Herr 

 Marvin Kefer 

 Larry Rozanski 

 Clara Berenter Sennett 

 Ethel Silber 

 Milton Zall 

March 10—11 

3/11 Ida Gentner 

 Viola Kalmus 

 Ed Kleiner 

 Sarah Lav 

 Sidney Shapiro 

3/12 Haya Marcus Abraham 

 Gay Auerbach 

 Allan Coleman 

 Rabbi Daniel I. Leifer 

 Freda Lopatin 

 Isadore Tuerk 

3/13 Irving Abramson 

 Millie Heppen 

 Eric Frank Kammer 

 Betty Klein 

 Arthur Lemberg 

 Henry Liebowitz 

 Sol Peres 

 Lucy Shleien 

 Charles Julius Sidman 

3/14 Frances Footer 

 Leroy R. Hollander 

 Morris Nathanson 

 Moshe Netzer 

 Edith Ratner 

 Pauline Miller  

    Shereshefsky 

3/15 Ita Eichenbaum 

    Schwartzman 

 Gilbert Ralph Faigen 

 Mary Harris 

 Samuel Hausman 

 Tzirel Kolmeister 

 Dudley V. Lascoff 

 Melvin E. Lewis 

 Marcia Silberfarb 

 Bella Terner 

 Sol Wolman 
(Continued on page 21) 

mailto:sheri@tifereth-israel.org?subject=Yahrzeit%20Correction
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Upcoming Yahrzeitn continued 

3/16 Harry Bookin 

 Louise C. Frank 

 Matilda Levine 

 Bessie Liebowitz 

 Eli Lynch 

 Edward J. Reamer 

 Elizabeth Dockterman Ring 

 Sylvia Silverman 

 Henny Stern 

 Amanda Johnson  

  Thompson 

3/17 Mayer Ackerman 

 Rona Marcia Fields 

 Norman "Bud" Herman 

March 17—18 

3/18 Carol Lechner Chapin 

 Oscar Einhorn 

 G. Irving Hillson 

 Fannie Cooper Laden 

 Sheila Leifer 

 Jacob Lynn 

 Aaron Ostrofsky 

3/19 Rose Braverman 

 Etta Shatkin Brier 

 Charles Cohen 

 Samuel Forman 

 Samuel Goldberg 

 Herman Isicson 

 Rose B. Maisel 

 Saul Minsky 

 Isaac H. Moffitt 

 Leo Sussman 

3/20 Randy Brachfeld 

 Edward Feldman 

 Myer Herman 

 Annetta E. Himmelfarb 

 Edith Lopatin 

 Jack O. Luber 

 Leah Margoles 

 Sarah Newman 

 Sadie Wolman 

3/21 Jesse Cherry 

 Sarah Cohen 

 Irene Kolker 

 Nancy Langner 

 Ethlyn Reamer 

 Helen Tuerk 

3/22 Harry Berger 

 Jack Samuel Brown 

 Wolf Cohen 

 Estelle Kern 

 Hettie Levy 

 Claire Doris Mickelson 

 Mordecai Roshwald 

 Morris Schainker 

3/23 Mae B. Dennison 

 Jeanne Clare Feron 

 Melchior Goldring 

 Ann Kent Laredo 

 Gussie London 

 Pearl Siegel 

 Sidney Siegel 

 Morris Weissman 

3/24 Harry Bernstein 

 Warren Grabel 

 Edward Joseph White 

March 24—25 

3/25 Susan Joan Alper 

 Jack Barco 

 Mendel Bennett 

 Herman Dodek 

 Gary Harmatz 

 Benjamin Perlzweig 

 Louis Aron Pittle 

 Samuel Reich 

3/26 Aaron Charles Gaizband 

 Benjamin Gittleman 

 Bernard Kellner 

 Hilda Pastor 

 Fanya Woll 

3/27 Irving Driesen 

 Alexander Eidenbaum 

 Bernard H. Fernbach 

 Ernest Rabinowicz 

 Phoebe Sharaf 

 Freda Pollack Siegel 

 Lawrence Urbach 

3/28 James Anderson 

 Louis Blumen 

 David Einsiedler 

 Bette Fargotstein 

 A. Harold Green 

 Alma Jacobson 

 Iris Kadin 

 Rabbi Bernard Klein 

 Allen Charles Lande 

 Solomon Peters 

 Abe Ripkin 

 Jacob Ruben Fain 

 Betty Shuman 

 Harold A. Simmons 

3/30 Sylvia Baizer 

 Pnina Borzekowski 

 Bessie Cohen 

 Benjamin Jeweler 

 Anthony Koiro 

 Sara Matalon 

3/31 Joseph Berman 

 Daniel Graubart 

 Asher Melzer 

 William Moyer 

 Aaron Michael Silber 

 Bryna Wilensky 



        

  March 2023                              Tifereth Israel Menorah                                    Page  22           

Nayes un Mechayes - Melissa Perera 

Happenings 

Bruce Berger announces that his third novel, To 

See God, will be published as of March 16, 2023.  

The novel is the immediate sequel of The Flight 

of the Veil, and it can be pre-ordered so that you 

can be among the first to read it. Find out what 

happens when Sister Theodora believes she has 

been told by God that her grandnephew, Jackie, 

being raised in an Orthodox Jewish home, is the 

Second Coming of Jesus. If pre-ordered from the 

publisher (Black Rose Writing), the purchaser 

can use the promo code PREORDER2023 for a 

15% discount. It can also be pre-ordered from 

Amazon or Barnes & Noble without the discount.  

TI members Pearl and Larry Schainker proudly 

kvelled at their grandson Liav’s Bar Mitzvah dur-

ing Shabbat Shekelim at Kol Emeth synagogue in 

Palo Alto, California (coincidentally where TI 

member and Menorah editor Jessica Weissman 

had her Bat Mitzvah). Liav did a Torah reading 

and led Musaf. 

Sad News 

Former President of Tifereth Israel Henry Stuart 

Jacobs, husband of Ann Jacobs, father of David 

Jacobs and Molly Beth (Stuart) Rushfield, grand-

father of Joey and Benny Rushfield, and brother 

of Barbara Berry, Sandra Zakaroff, and Sam Ja-

cobs, died on February 6, 2023, 15 Shevat 5783. 

He was 84.  

Former Tifereth Israel Maintenance Supervisor 

Steve Ross, died on February 5, 2023, 14 Shevat 

5783, after a short illness. He was 71. He was 

predeceased by his parents, Samuel Jackson 

Ross Sr. (2011) and Minnie Eula Ross (2009), 

both of whom worked for Tifereth Israel, and his 

wife Saleema Ross (2021). He was also prede-

ceased by his brother Fletcher Ross, sisters An-

nie Ruth Ross and Shirley Elaine Ross, and sisters

-in-law Carolyn Ross and Theodora Ross. He is 

survived by his sons Steve B. Ross and Robert 

Mack, 3 grandchildren and 2 great-

grandchildren, and siblings Samuel “Ronnie” 

Ross Jr., Betty Patterson (William), Johnny Ross 

(Sandra), and Billy Ross.  

Steve Ross was born in 1951 in Gaffney, South 

Carolina. He moved to Washington, DC at a very 

young age with his family and received his edu-

cation in the Washington, DC public school sys-

tem. He graduated from McKinley Technical 

High School. He attended University of Mary-

land for two years before leaving to care for his 

family, his wife, Anne Rone Ross, and their son, 

Steve B. Ross. Anne died in 1979. In 1983, Steve 

married Saleema Aldridge Ross, who he met 

while attending McKinley Tech. Together they 

raised their sons Steve B. Ross and Robert Mack 

in Washington DC before moving to Fort Wash-

ington, Maryland in 1998. 

As Steve put it when he was interviewed for an 

article in The Menorah published just after he re-

(Continued on page 23) 

https://www.blackrosewriting.com/historicaladventure/toseegod?rq=Berger
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Nayes un Mechayes  - continued 

tired from Tifereth Israel at the end of August 

2019 (click HERE to read it), he was pulled into 

working at TI. When Steve was a young man, his 

father, Samuel Ross Sr., was hired by the syna-

gogue. His father took over the maintenance 

duties from a predecessor who had actually 

lived in the building, in a small apartment, long 

since converted to classrooms, on the second 

floor. As extra work was needed, Sam put his 

sons to work – first Steve’s two older brothers 

and then, as they moved on, Steve. Somewhere 

around the 1980s, when his father was around 

70, they exchanged roles, and Steve became the 

full-time employee and his father part-time.  

In addition to his work at TI, Steve pursued vari-

ous entrepreneurial ventures, including his own 

ice cream truck, a moving service, and a driving 

service. He ultimately started his own landscap-

ing business and had just retired from that busi-

ness at the end of the 2022 season.  

Clare Golub, mother of Tifereth Israel member 

Lynn Golub-Rofrano (Joseph Rofrano), and 

grandmother of Joshua and Myriam, died on 

Thursday, February 16, 2023, 25 Shevat 5783, 

at the age of 96. She is also survived by her chil-

dren, Clifford Golub (Fran) and Arnold Golub 

(Barbra), and grandchildren, Jarod and Hannah 

Golub. 

Clare enjoyed cooking and hosting family holi-

days (her matzah ball soup was legendary), knit-

ting, needlepoint, doing puzzles, music, and the-

ater. Most of all she enjoyed learning. She re-

mained active in life, serving as the treasurer of 

her condo until she voluntarily retired at age 

95, and she participated in weekly zoom calls 

with her grandchildren until her final days. She 

loved animals, having had pets her whole life, 

and was especially fond of her latest cat, Kitty.  

May the families be comforted and their memo-

ries be a blessing. 

https://tifereth-israel.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3c528fa3e3f14d44449de0a05&id=726269e090&e=7eef69117f
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Donations 
January 20 to February 14 

A Nathan Abramowitz Fund 
Louise Kelley & Jessica Weissman in memory of 

Christine Bonsby 

Annual Appeal 
Deena & Pierre Dugan 
Anita Kramer 
Allison & Daniel Turner 

George Greenberg Building Preservation Fund 
Marjorie Greenberg in memory of Susan Schreibman 
Marjorie Greenberg in memory of Jay Siegel 
Kol Nashim of Tifereth Israel for the Bima Lift 

General Donation 
Ivy Baer & Marc Rothenberg in support of Rabbi 

Werbow’s Installation 
Mark & Mona Berch in memory of Steve Ross 
Yael Bortnick in support of the Purim Carnival 
David & Judy Cohen in honor of Michael and Iris Lav 
Earl Dotter & Deborah Stern 
Myrna Goldman in honor of Naimah Weinberg's 

retirement 
Francis Gomes & Rachel Lande in support of the 

Purim Carnival 
Sylvia Horwitz & Dov Weitman in memory of  

Steve Ross 
Martin Kessel & Gail Robinson in memory of  

Steve Ross 
Dori & Shemaya Klar in memory of Steve Ross 
Anita Kramer in honor of Rabbi Werbow 
Kim & Wylie Levone for the Jan. 7 Havurah Kiddush 
Joseph & Paula Martin in memory of Noah Roitman 
Beth & Joel Radsken “in appreciation of the warm 

welcome during our Shabbat visit” 
Eti & Paul Roitman Bardack in memory of  

Noah Roitman 
Barbara & Howard White in memory of  

Henry Jacobs 

Harold & Beila Organic Retreat Fund  
David & Judy Cohen 
Judah Flum & Lisa Itkin 

Helping Hands Fund 
Cynthia & Jeff Peterman in memory of Steve Ross 

Marvin Caplan Social Action Fund  
Esther & Gene Herman in memory of 

Ester Robin Herman   
Esther & Gene Herman  in memory of 

Norman "Bud” Herman 
Michelle McKeever 
Adrienne Torrey & Joel Coffidis in memory of 

Barbara Meyrowitz 

Marcia F. Goldberg Scholar-in-Residence Fund 
Shelly & Steve Heller in memory of June Graff 

Mollie Berch Library Fund Donation 
Myrna Goldman in honor of Robert Lande's 

retirement 

Rabbi's Discretionary Fund  
Lawrence Bricker in honor of Adam, Jessica, 

Abigail and Hannah Perlmutter 

Torah Repair Fund 
Myrna Goldman in memory of Noah Roitman 

Yahrzeit Donations 
Judith Berland in memory of Lucille Berland 
Stan Dorn & Carla Ellern in memory of Al Dorn 
Karen & Marc Drazin in memory of Sidney Drazin 
Marc Fields in memory of Dr. Rona M. Fields 
Marc Fields in memory of William Katz 
Linda Greer & Mike Tilchin in memory of  

Jeanette Tilchin 
Shelly & Steve Heller in memory of Sanford Heller 
Shelly & Steve Heller in memory of 

William Silverman 
Shannon Johnson Hiltner & Jeffrey Hiltner in 

memory of Alexandra Hiltner 
Shannon Johnson Hiltner & Jeffrey Hiltner in 

memory of Amanda Johnson Thompson 
Jeffrey & Kathryn Kotz in memory of Jack Gilman 
Lisa & Michael Kraft in memory of  

Nandor Rosenthal 
Alan Landay in memory of Anna Wayne 
Iris & Michael Lav in memory of Sarah Lav  
Iris & Michael Lav in memory of Anne Mitlin 
Elihu Leifer in memory of Agatha I. Leifer 
Joseph & Paula Martin in memory of Terri Kahan 
Vivian Rubinstein in memory of Audrey Lynn 
Lawrence & Pearl Schainker in memory of Bertha 

Leah Charnow 
Morton Simon in memory of Fred Simon 
David & Rona Siskind in memory of Murray Schmut-

ter 
Sandra Teplin in memory of Sol Wolman 

(Continued on page 25) 

https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/donate-or-make-payments.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/annual-appeal---2022.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/donate-or-make-payments.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/donate-or-make-payments.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/donate-or-make-payments.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/donate-or-make-payments.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/donate-or-make-payments.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/donate-or-make-payments.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/donate-or-make-payments.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/donate-or-make-payments.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/donate-or-make-payments.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/donate-or-make-payments.html
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Donations continued 
January 20 to February 14 

Yahrzeit Donations 
Lynne Trybuch in memory of Noah Roitman 
Catherine & Jonathan Tuerk in memory of Isadore 

Tuerk 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Usher in memory of  

Ruth Polacheck Usher 

Avi & Devra Weiss in memory of Michael Goldberg  
Avi & Devra Weiss in memory of Goldie Goldberg 
Diana Zurer in memory of Josephine Woll 

 

COME TO THE MARCH 

COMMUNITY HAVDALAH POTLUCK 
Sponsored by the TI Membership Committee 

Saturday, March 11 at 7:00 pm 

 

Hosted by the Verbois/Gryziak Household 

Indoor and Outdoor Options 

Bring a kosher dairy or vegetarian dish to share. 

Please RSVP so the family knows how many to expect. 
 

RSVP and learn more at https://bit.ly/havdalahpotluck. 

Once there was a wonderfully strong responsible 
man, and his name was Steve Ross.  He made our 
sanctuary clean, safe, comfortable, functional. If the 
lights didn’t work right in the Cherner, his smile could 
light things up while he fixed it.  I knew him when I 
was a congregant, and when I was a TI employee, and 
I could always count on him.  We had many warm 
conversations, we talked about our families and poli-
tics and the importance of working constantly for 
equality. 

Years I knew him, and I can’t remember ever seeing 
him not busy, not focused, not making our world a 
better place.  Still, he always had time for a greeting, 
and he always knew how to connect.  It was impossi-
ble not to admire this strong, responsible dignified 

man, as he took care of the people Israel and our 
guests.   

There was a flood.  He took care of it.  The kitchen 
needed cleaning, the chairs and tables needed to be 
arranged, the thermostat in the bathroom was off or 
the roof was leaking, he took care of it.  He took care 
of us.  He took care of me.  I wish I had taken care of 
him more often.  I will not forget what he did for us, 
what he did for me, and what he achieved for the 
community.  

May his memory be for a blessing, for that is how he 
showed up in life. 

Editor’s note:  we will feature more memories of Steve in 
the April Menorah.  Please send yours to  
menorah@tifereth-israel.org 

The Loss of Steve Ross - Louise Kelley 

https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/donate-or-make-payments.html
https://bit.ly/havdalahpotluck
mailto:menorah@tifereth-israel.org
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SPECIAL SERVICES & RELIGIOUS STUDIES 

RISING SONG SHABBAT SERVICE & DINNER * 

Sponsored by the Ritual Committee 

Friday, Mar. 10 at 6:00 pm; kids’ snacks from 5:30 pm—6:00 pm 

Circle up in song for a soul-filling Shabbat! After services dinner will be hosted in participants’ homes. 

Learn more and register for dinner by Monday, Mar. 6 at https://bit.ly/TIRising. 

UPTOWN SHABBAT * 

Led by Cantor Robyn Helzner and  Rabbi Michael Werbow with tunes by women composers to 

honor Women’s History Month. 

Friday, Mar. 17 at 6:30 pm; snacks for kids from 6:00 pm—6:30 pm 

Join in soulful song with Cantor Robyn Helzner, a leading interpreter of world Jewish music. Rabbi 

Michael Werbow will stand in for Chazzan Larry Paul this month.  

Learn more and register for dinner by Tuesday, Mar. 14 at https://bit.ly/UptownShabbat. 

TALMUD STUDY WITH RABBI SEIDEL 

Saturday, Apr. 1 and Saturday Apr. 15 after Kiddush lunch 

All are welcome to come in person to study Talmud Tractate Sanhedrin, using Talmud Bavli, The 

Steinsaltz Edition. No prior knowledge needed.  

Learn more https://bit.ly/TITalmud. 

*Attend in person or virtually 

https://bit.ly/TIRising
https://bit.ly/UptownShabbat
https://bit.ly/TITalmud
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ONGOING ACTIVITIES 

TI RISING IN SONG CLASS ** 

Sponsored by the Ritual Committee 
Thursday, Mar. 2 at 8:00 pm (next date May 4) 
Practice tunes, then bring your prayer-, joy-, soul-filled singing to services. All are welcome! 
Learn more at https://bit.ly/TIRisinginSong. 

SERVE DINNER AT SHEPHERD'S TABLE 

Sponsored by the Social Action Committee 
Sunday, Mar. 5 at 5:00 pm (next date Apr. 2) 
Help serve dinner to homeless individuals on the first Sunday of each month. Registration required. 
Register and learn more at https://bit.ly/TIServe. 

BIRTHDAY/ANNIVERSARY KIDDUSH LUNCHEON 

Sunday, Mar. 18 at 12:15 pm (next date Apr. 15) 
Honor a family member, a friend, or even yourself!   
Learn more at https://bit.ly/BdayAnniv. 

RAIN GARDEN CARE 

Sponsored by the Green Committee 
Sunday, Mar. 19 at 10:00 am (next date Apr. 16) 
Dig into the TI rain garden! Weed or plant, depending on the season. BYO shovel and gloves.  
Learn more at https://bit.ly/TIGarden. 

KOL NASHIM BOOK CLUB ** 

Tuesday, Mar. 21 at 7:30 pm (next date Apr. 21) 
This month’s book is The Netanyahus by Joshua Cohen. 
Learn more at https://bit.ly/KNBooks. 

SHEPHERD ELEMENTARY TUTORING 

Sundays at 5:00 pm during the school year 
TI Adults and teenagers tutor students from our local public elementary school. Each tutor is paired 
with a student to read, practice math skills or review homework. 
Learn more at https://bit.ly/TITutoring. 

JEWISH HISTORY ONLINE: 

HITLER’S JEWISH REFUGEES: HOPE AND ANXIETY IN PORTUGAL  ** 

Sponsored by Gevarim 
Sunday, Apr. 2 at 10:30 am (next date Apr. 23) 
This is a recorded presentation by Marion Kaplan, Skirball Professor of Modern Jewish History, New 
York University.  
Learn more at https://bit.ly/TIhistory. 

** Virtual only 

https://bit.ly/TIRisinginSong
https://bit.ly/BdayAnniv
https://bit.ly/TIGarden
https://bit.ly/KNBooks
https://bit.ly/TITutoring
https://as.nyu.edu/faculty/marion-kaplan.html
https://bit.ly/TIhistory
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ONGOING RELIGIOUS SERVICES AND LEARNING 

MISHNA WITH RABBI WERBOW * 

Saturdays at 8:15 am 
Deepen your understanding of Judaism through the eyes of the early rabbis. All levels of learning and  
Hebrew skills are welcome!  
Learn more at https://bit.ly/TIMishna. 

KABBALAT SHABBAT AND MA’ARIV * 

Fridays at 6:00 pm 
We love to sing, especially on Friday night! Come warm your soul with a joyful start to Shabbat. 
Learn more at https://bit.ly/TIKabbalat. 

SHABBAT MORNING SERVICES * 

Saturdays at 9:00 am 
Services are traditional and egalitarian led by TI members in partnership with Rabbi Werbow. 
Come to pray; stay for lunch!  
For online resources, go to https://bit.ly/TIShabbat. 

SUNDAY MORNING MINYAN *** 

Sundays at 9:15 am 
Services are lay-led, with Rabbi Werbow sharing insights. Stay around for snacks and lively  
socializing!  
Learn more at https://bit.ly/TISunday. 
(***Zoom available by request. Contact Rabbi Werbow at mwerbow@tifereth-israel.org by 9am on the 

Thursday preceding services.) 

*Attend in person or virtually 

TI Retreat 2023 - photos by Jeff Peterman 

https://bit.ly/TIMishna
https://bit.ly/TIKabbalat
https://bit.ly/TIShabbat
https://bit.ly/TISunday
mailto:mwerbow@tifereth-israel.org?subject=Zoom%20Needed%20on%20Sunday
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Havdalah Potluck  

Photos by Sara Goldberg 

 

RISING SONG 
Sponsored by the Ritual Committee 

Mar. 10 at 6 pm | Snacks for kids at 5:30 pm 
 

Circle up in song for a soul-filling Shabbat!  
 

Register for dinner by Monday, Mar. 6 

at http://bit.ly/3m69gqg. 

UPTOWN SHABBAT 
Led by Cantor Robyn Helzner & Rabbi Werbow 

Mar. 17 @ 6:30 pm | Snacks for kids @ 6 pm 

Honoring Women’s History Month 
with tunes written by women 

Register for dinner by Tue., Mar. 14 
at https://bit.ly/3KDiG6Q. 

MARCH KABBALAT SHABBAT DINNERS 

https://bit.ly/3m69gqg
https://bit.ly/3KDiG6Q
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B’nai Mitzvah 

Hello! My name is Rivi Hyman and I am cele-
brating becoming a Bat Mitzvah at Tifereth Isra-
el on March 11, 2023, when I will be reading the 
Haftorah for Shabbat Parah.  Last December, my 
family and I travelled to Israel where I led the 
service, delivered a D'var Torah, and read from 
the Torah (parshat Vayigash) at Robinson's 
Arch, right next to the Kotel.  We spent several 
days in Jerusalem and we also travelled to Tel 
Aviv and Petra, Jordan during our visit.   

I am in the 7th grade at the Milton Gottesman 
Jewish Day School of the Nation's Capital.  My 
favorite things to do are swimming, playing vid-
eo games, drawing, reading, riding my bicycle 
and watching movies with my friends.  I also at-
tend Camp Ramah in New England during the 
summer. 

I was named for my mom's friend Rachel Simon, 
who passed away from Leukemia when she was 
28 years old.  For my Bat Mitzvah project, I 
helped to raise money for the Rachel Simon Hillel Theatre at Hebrew University.  Here is the link if you would 
like to donate.  https://www.jgive.com/new/en/usd/donation-targets/87001/about.  We had a chance to visit 
the theatre while we were in Jerusalem and it is a well loved facility! 

I would like to thank Deborah Gilman (daughter of TI members Judy and David Cohen) for tutoring and support-
ing me throughout this process.  I am looking forward to celebrating in shul with everyone! 

Kimelman-Block family photo 

Hi! My name is Micah Kimelman-Block and my 
Bar Mitzvah is on March 4. The parsha is Tet-
zaveh and it is Shabbat Zachor. I am in 7th grade 
at Takoma Park Middle School where I make 
most of my friends. I like to play football and 
baseball, but I can also play hockey.  
 
I’ve been going to TI since I was born, and I go to 
Camp Ramah Palmer in MA. My dad has been tu-
toring me since COVID-19 started, which really 
helped me understand more about the Torah and 
how each story is unique and the same in some 
way. I am excited to celebrate my Bar Mitzvah 
with my friends and family! 

https://bit.ly/tibor22
https://bit.ly/tilulav22
https://www.jgive.com/new/en/usd/donation-targets/87001/about
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Zionist-American Medal Mystery- Simcha Kuritzky 

World War One, then known as the Great War, was the first worldwide conflict and ended up redrawing the 
maps of Europe and the Middle East, and breathing life into many nationalist movements.  What started as the 
Kaiser’s quick war in the East turned into a massive military endeavor with unprecedented numbers of casual-
ties. Its end was celebrated with a number of medals. 

 

 

Of particular interest is a common medal with a Nike-like angel holding an olive branch facing a rising sun with 
the word PEACE down by its feet.  The reverse is mostly inscription.  Since the medal was minted in the United 
States, it has the U.S.-centric proclamation WORLD WAR BEGAN AUGUST 1, 1914 US ENTERED APRIL 6, 
1917 WAR ENDED NOV 11, 1918.  Below are two crossed (abbreviated) American flags with PAT APP’L’D 
FOR at the very bottom. 

  

 

However, I purchased an example of this medal in January, 2020, with identical obverse and reverse inscrip-
tion, but a different design at the reverse bottom.  Instead of two American flags, the flag on the right looks like 
Israel’s flag.  Also, there are ropes flying in the breeze around the flags and no patent inscription.  Why would 
the flag of a country that got its independence in 1948 appear on a 1918 medal? 

The Great War started as a conflict between the Great Powers, but it took a more nationalist tone in 1917.  In 
January, Germany and Austria created, under their tight grip, a state for the Poles, who had lost their home-
land in 1795.  In August, the British finally relented to petitions from the Zionist Organization and British offic-
ers Ze’ev Jabotinsky and Joseph Trumpeldor, and created a Jewish Legion  as the 38th Battalion of the Royal 
Fusiliers.  On November 2, 1917, Lord Balfour issued his famous proclamation that Britain’s “Government 
views with favour the establishment in Palestine of a national home for the Jewish people,” which would be the 

(Continued on page 32) 

https://bit.ly/tibor22
https://bit.ly/tilulav22
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first such state since the Roman Jewish War ended around 70 CE. The proclamation caused enlistment to 
surge, and in 1918, Britain added the 39th through 42nd Battalions, though only the 38th through 40th saw ac-
tion in the Holy Land.  General Allenby captured Jerusalem in December of that year, before the Jewish re-
cruits had finished their training. 

American Jews also began enlisting in the Jewish Legion after the Balfour Declaration.  Many of these Jews 
were not eligible for service in the U.S. army because they were recent immigrants or were too young, but 
even those Jews subject to the American draft successfully substituted service in the Jewish Legion.  Eventu-
ally 2700 Jews from America joined, including Israel’s future first Prime Minister David Ben-Gurion.  His sto-
ry is particularly interesting.  He had fled to the Land of Israel after taking part in the unsuccessful 1905 re-
volt against the Czar.  When the Ottoman Empire joined the war, he proposed forming a Jewish legion to 
support the Turks’ defense of Jerusalem.  However, the Turks instead expelled him and thousands of other 
Jews of foreign origin to Egypt, then a British protectorate.  He initially rejected Jabotinsky’s call for a British 
Jewish Legion but changed his mind after the Balfour Declaration, and then went to America to recruit vol-
unteers. 

 

Recruitment poster in Yiddish  Your Old-New Land must have you! Sign up in the Jewish Regiment. (The woman 
is identified as Daughter of Zion).  The Old-New Land was the title of a book by Herzl describing his vision of a 
new Jewish state.  The name Daughter of Zion appears prominently in Lamentations. 

However, the flag under which these men served was the Union Jack, though they did display a Magen David 
on their sleeves.  The distinctive flag with two parallel horizontal blue stripes on a white field with a blue Ma-
gen David in center was then known as the Zionist flag.  There is considerable debate as to the origins of this 
flag.  It may have been created in 1885 in Rishon Lezion (literally, First of Zion), the first farm community in 
the Land of Israel founded entirely by immigrants, or it could have originated with the B’nai Zion (Sons of Zi-
on) cultural organization founded in Boston in 1891.  Herzl, founder of the Zionist Organization, claimed the 
flag flew over the first Zionist Congress in Basel, Switzerland in 1897, but it was not officially adopted as the 
Zionist flag until the second Congress in 1898.  It flew in the Hall of Nations at the St. Louis World’s Fair of 

(Continued on page 33) 

Zionist-American Medal Mystery- Simcha Kuritzky 
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Zionist-American Medal Mystery- Simcha Kuritzky 

1904, which also hosted a full-scale replica of Jerusalem’s Old City.  So, by 1918, this flag was well-known to 
American Jews. 

But what is the origin of the medal?  No other flags are found on these medals.  So it could be that an Ameri-
can member of the Jewish Legion, upon returning home and seeing the original medal, contacted the minter 
and arranged for a special run of medals featuring the Zionist flag.  Could this have been distributed at a re-
union years later?  A search of the web showed references to reunions as late as the 1980s, though undoubt-
edly there were more back in the 1920s when most of the survivors were young.  I contacted medal special-
ists, and no one has found another example like this in their collection. 

Israel did issue a medal commemorating the Jewish Legion’s 38th Battalion as the First Judeans on the fifti-
eth anniversary in 1967.  This medal is common. 

 

Revised Masking Policy 
• Effective December 18, 2022 Tifereth Israel revised its masking policy concerning Covid-19 and other 

airborne illnesses. The policy is summarized below: 

• All non-service events, including Himmelfarb school classes, are mask-optional 

unless otherwise communicated in advance.  

• Services for children/youth, including Tot Shabbat and Junior Congregation, are mask-optional unless 

otherwise communicated in advance.  

• Occasional mask-optional Shabbat services will be held with a mask-required 

section. These service dates will be communicated in advance .  The next one is already scheduled for 

April 1, 2023. 

• At all indoor services not specifically geared to children, adults are required to wear masks when not lead-

ing, leyning, or otherwise addressing the congregation. 

• Masks are optional at events involving meals/snacks, however masks should be worn in buffet lines. 

• This policy will be revisited by the Board of Directors no later than April 2023. 




