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From the President: Sara Goldberg 
October is one of my favorite months, and this year 
I am especially excited for the fall chagim. I can’t 
wait to put up the sukkah and gather with our TI 
community for Simchat Torah. I hope you’ll join in 
for some of our many holiday events this month. 

As you’ve reflected on the year ahead, I hope your 
connection to TI has been part of your reflection. 
Over the past two and a half years, many of us have 
gotten out of the habit of attending services, partici-
pating in events, and volunteering. To be honest, it was hard to get enough 
volunteers for the High Holidays this year.  

(Continued on page 2) 

From the Rabbi: Rabbi Michael Werbow  

It is now a couple months in a row that I sit down to write my Menorah arti-
cle with thoughts of the High Holidays in my head. Since I shared some High 
Holiday thoughts last month, I thought I would jump past Rosh Hashanah 
and Yom Kippur and look at Sukkot. It always seems to happen that while 
much time and energy is spent preparing for Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kip-
pur, Sukkot always seems to sneak up and surprise us. Sukkot follows just 
four days after Yom Kippur and most of the time, like 
this year, one of those days is Shabbat. In that time the 
sukkah has to be put up and decorated and the holiday 
services and meals need to be prepared. Rest assured, 
we are keeping it in our sights but I almost always enter 
it feeling unprepared. 

Maybe this is part of the power of Sukkot.  Symbolism 
of the sukkah includes the idea of being unprepared. 
We leave the comfort of our strong and stable homes 
and head outside under the impermanent roof of the sukkah. While that’s 
how the roof is supposed to be, we could have in the back of our minds, “If I 
was just a bit more prepared, I would have finished this roof and felt more 

(Continued on page 3) 
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From the President - continued 

Life is busy and our inboxes are full, but I hope 
you’ll spend some time this month re-
committing to staying in the loop with TI and 
signing up to help when you can. We have lots 
of committees and most require less than two 
hours a month to make a big difference. We 
also have plenty of one-off volunteer tasks, so 
don’t hesitate to reach out to me or Jevera if 
you can lend a hand. It takes all of us to make 
TI the amazing community it is.  

Enjoy the sweater weather this month. I hope 
to see you soon! 

 

Sara Goldberg 

Dan  Handwerker blows the Shofar at Eastern Village.  Photo 
courtesy of Adrienne Torrey 
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From the Rabbi - continued 

secure.” It makes me think of the Little Pig who makes a house out of sticks. It is strong enough to 
give the illusion of safety but still leaves the pig vulnerable.  

This is the message of Sukkot. No matter how prepared we are, we are always a bit vulnerable. There 
are always things we try to mitigate against, but things happen. We leave the house with plenty of 
time to get somewhere but an accident on the Beltway keeps us from getting there on time. We buy 
enough eggs for the week but a couple roll off the counter and we end up short. We should never be 
certain that things will work out 100% as planned. 

So, we prepare for Sukkot. Here is just a taste of what we have planned:  We have time scheduled to 
put up the sukkah but could certainly use some extra hands. The children will be making and putting 
up decorations on Sunday, October 9. We will have kiddushes in the sukkah following each morning 
service we hold throughout Sukkot. We will return to our Sukkah Walk on October 10th. Please 
come to our house on Wednesday the 12th (4:00-8:00) for an open house in the Werbows’ sukkah 
and a special Climate Policy and Beer in the TI sukkah on the 13th, sponsored by Gevarim. Sign up 
for the Sukkot Shabbat Dinner October 14th (following a Rising Song service). And come dance with 
the Torah scrolls on Simchat Torah, the evening of October 17th. Of course, there are morning ser-
vices for all the days of Sukkot as well. 

Along with these preparations, also prepare yourself mentally to be able to handle the unexpected, 
the vulnerabilities that we don’t see coming. Learn from the sukkah that you don’t know what you 
don’t know, and you will be able to face them with strength and fortitude.  

Chag Sameyach, 

Rabbi Werbow 

Shofar-blowing party at the home of Jennifer and Josh 

Kefer.  Shofar blower:  Maya Werbow.  Photos by Jen Kefer. 
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Join family and friends as we honor  

the artistic legacy of Bernie Shleien: 

A TRIBUTE TO BERNIE SHLEIEN 

ART GALLERY & AUCTION 

HANDS-ON ART FOR ALL AGES 

WINE & CHEESE 

 

Learn more at http://bitly.ws/utCH. 

Why wait? The online art auction is live now! 

Bid on Bernie’s artwork https://bit.ly/TIArtAuction. 

http://bitly.ws/utCH
https://bit.ly/TIArtAuction
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The Shabbaton is Coming - Rabbi Kelley Gludt 

TI is back in full swing!  What a blessing to hear the hallways filled with catch-up conversations, the joy-

ous shouts of children at play on the playground, and rooms full of davening, learning, and gathering 

Sunday mornings coming from all over the building—the school wing, the Cherner, the Sanctuary.   

As a congregation, we have yet another opportunity to come back together—TI’s Shabbaton.  This year 

we will head to Capital Camps and Retreat Center on February 24-26, 2023.  The weekend is designed 

to strengthen connections, form new bonds, elevate learning and davening, and to relax together in a 

beautiful setting. 

We are fortunate to have Rabbi Deborah Sacks Mintz joining us.  Her inspired leadership will allow us 

to deepen our prayer practices.  As stated in her publicity materials: Rabbi Deborah partners with com-

munities in exploring singing as a spiritual practice, digging deeper into communal, collective, heart-

opening prayer through weekends of learning, communal prayer, and participatory music.”  Rabbi Deb-

orah will not only be taking us through our davening experiences, she will be present to learn with us in 

formal and informal spaces.   

Rabbi Deborah received rabbinic ordination from the Jewish Theological Seminary, where she also 

earned an MA in women’s and gender studies, and holds degrees in music and religious anthropology 

from the University of Michigan.  She currently serves the Hadar Institute as Director of Tefllah and 

Music, and has served the Rising Song Institute as an artist, consultant, and teacher since its inception.  

TI’s Shabbaton has always been envisioned as a multi-generational relational experience.  Bringing to-

gether congregants of all ages, backgrounds and cohorts makes Shabbaton a truly transformative ex-

perience.  We are working hard to make certain that everyone’s needs are met to the best of our abil-

ity, with programming for everyone.   

If you are interested in working on the committee planning this formative Tifereth Israel event, please 

reach out.  More information on the schedule of events, volunteer opportunities, cost, and how to reg-

ister will be available after the holidays.   

Looking forward to spending the weekend with you! 

ANNUAL APPEAL 
 

Click the  

pomegranate 

to donate  

 

 
 

or go to 

https://bit.ly/TIappeal 

Judah Flum blows the Shofar at 

historic Fort Stevens. 

Photo by Deb Horowitz. 

https://bit.ly/TIplaques
https://bit.ly/tibor22
https://bit.ly/tilulav22
https://bit.ly/TIappeal
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/annual-appeal---2022.html
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New Members of the Month - Jared Garelick 

The New Member Column is back! The High Holi-
days and return to school get people shul shop-
ping. Enough people have recently joined TI to fill 
columns for the next few months. But the window 
for joining never closes. If you know someone 
who might find something they want it TI, suggest 
that they come to one of TI’s fun and inclusive fall 
events, like Simchat Torah or a beery discussion 
in the sukkah. They will be welcomed. 

Miriam Sznycer-Taub, originally from southern 
New Hampshire, moved to Washington about 15 
years ago. After earning a Master in Public Health 
degree at Boston University she came here to 
work in health care research. She is now with a 
consulting firm providing advice about health 
care trends. 

Miriam’s husband, Henry Makembe, is CEO of a 
digital public affairs firm. 
Originally from Cameroon 
he has been in the US for 
about 25 years. Miriam 
and Henry have two chil-
dren, Philip, about to turn 
15, and Vera, 8. They live 
in the Brookland area of 
DC. 

Miriam discovered TI 
through her neighbors, 
Adam and Jessica Perl-
mutter, who have daugh-
ters near Vera’s age. That 
makes the Perlmutters 
TI’s Magnet Family of the 
Month. Miriam was looking for a Hebrew school 
for Vera and found TI’s Himmelfarb School, which 
she started last year. With Vera continuing at 
Himmelfarb, Miriam took the next step and joined 
as a member.  

Hers is a family of rabid soccer fans, as players as 
well as watchers. This year’s fall holiday season 
for them will extend to the World Cup. For the 
Jewish High Holidays, the family is looking for-

ward to the multi-generational service that Rabbi 
Kelley will be leading. Miriam reports that lots of 
people at TI have reached out to her, making her 
feel welcome. 

Michael Novey for decades worked in downtown 
DC while maintaining his home, family, and Jew-
ish life in Baltimore, separated by a long but pro-
ductive commute on the MARC train. Circum-
stances in the past few years, however, have kept 
him increasingly inside the (Washington) Beltway.  

A lifelong Baltimorean, Michael and his wife Ali-
son Dray-Novey still consider their Baltimore 
house to be their home. But a few years ago Alli-
son’s Parkinson’s disease worsened, requiring 
more care than previously. She and Michael spent 
increasing time at an apartment in Silver Spring. 
This had the advantage of being close to two of 

their adult children 
while also sharply 
cutting Michael’s 
commute, enabling 
him as well as his 
local children to 
spend more time 
with Alison. Early 
this year Alison, an 
historian of China 
by profession, 
moved into a 
skilled nursing fa-
cility in North Be-
thesda.  

With Michael 
spending so much time locally, less able to get to 
activities at his home synagogue, his daughter, TI 
member Joelle Novey, concluded that he would 
benefit from connecting to TI. She bought him a 
membership.  

It seems a good fit. Michael has been to a variety 
of TI events and enjoys the community. Among 
other things, he plans to continue with Rabbi 
Seidel’s Talmud class when it resumes in the fall. 
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Mollie L. Berch Library News  - Jeri Roth Lande 

As you may have heard, I am the new Mollie L 
Berch librarian.  The first thing I'd like to do is 
thank Michele Sumka for her lovely introduc-
tion in last month's Menorah and all her years of 
service.  Next I would like to say I am honored 
and humbled to follow in the footsteps of Mollie 
Berch (z”l), the library's founder and longtime 
librarian. 

Other than a lifelong love of reading, I have no 
background, so please be patient with me as I 
learn my way around the library.  Here are a few 
things to note. 

After a long period of closure due to COVID and 
problems with mold, the TI library is back in 
business!  It is open whenever the building is 
open, including Shabbat and holidays.  Please 
come in to browse around and take out some 
books.  (There is a way to check out books on 
Shabbat without writing anything down.  See 
the directions by the checkout area-on the left, 
near the windows.) If you'd like an idea of 
what's in the library, you can check out the 
online catalog at https://www.librarything.com/
catalog/TiferethIsrael 

If you have books at home from the library, 

please bring them back. There is a shelf for re-
turned books on your right, immediately as you 
enter the library.  

I appreciate that people are generous and want 
to know about donating books to the library.  
However, right now there is not enough space 
to display the books we have.  I am working on 
rearranging books so that you can actually take 
books off the shelf and put them back without 
cramming them in.  So please don't bring in any 
more. (We have several boxes I have not even 
sorted yet.)  The one exception to this is if you 
have any Jewish children's board books.  We 
could definitely use more of those. 

My first goals are to organize everything and 
make it easier to find books of interest. You'll 
note some new shelf labels have recently ap-
peared.  Next I hope to go through some of the 
boxes of extra books.  I'd also like to increase 
the selection of books for young children, espe-
cially board books.   

If you are interested in helping out in the library, 
please contact me.  I am also open to ideas on 
how to make the library more useful to every-
one.  My e-mail is rothland@erols.com     

https://bit.ly/TIplaques
https://bit.ly/tibor22
https://bit.ly/tilulav22
https://bit.ly/TIHHPrayerBooks5782
https://www.librarything.com/catalog/TiferethIsrael
https://www.librarything.com/catalog/TiferethIsrael
mailto:rothland@erols.com?subject=I'd%20like%20to%20help%20with%20the%20library


        

  October 2022                              Tifereth Israel Menorah                                    Page  8           

GEVARIM PRESENTS TI’S ANNUAL 

CLIMATE POLICY AND BEER IN THE SUKKAH 
Thursday, October 13 at 7:00 pm 
Registration deadline: Wednesday, October 12 at 5:00 pm 

 

This year’s panel will feature three TI members knowledgeable about the current and 

future nature and impacts of climate change and federal efforts to address and 

ameliorate them.  

 

David Hart, Director 

Center for Clean Energy Innovation,  

Information Technology and Innovation Foundation 

 

Fred Lipschultz, Senior Staff Scientist, National Climate Assessment, 

Chair, Interagency Climate Projection Team, 

U.S. Global Change Research Program 

 

Rabbi Devorah Lynn, community rabbi and 

Co-Chair, Jewish Earth Alliance 

 

Moderator: Sylvia Horwitz, formerly in the Office of General Counsel, 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, 

Co-Chair of the TI Green Committee 

 

Register here and learn about Gevarim here. 

https://itif.org/person/david-m-hart/
https://itif.org/centers/clean-energy-innovation/
https://www.globalchange.gov/staff/dr-fred-lipschultz
https://www.globalchange.gov/nca5
https://www.jewishearthalliance.org/
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/environmental-committee.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/politics-and-beer-in-the-sukkah1.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/gevarim-mens-club.html
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We chant Kohelet (Ecclesiastes) 

during Sukkot, this year on 

Saturday, October 15 

 

If you would like to read a part, 

contact Rabbi Werbow. 

ACCESSIBILITY 
 

Year-round, we want every person to be able to 

participate as fully as possible in services. 
 

Please contact info@tifereth-israel.org  if you need: 

Accessible Parking and/or seating 
 

You can ask a service greeter if you need: 

An Assisted Listening Device 

A Large Print Mahzor or Prayerbook 

 

The annual retreat is back! 

TI SHABBATON 
February 24-26, 2023 

 

 

 

 
 

Capital Camps & Retreat Center 

Waynesboro, PA 
 

Enjoy a weekend of Jewish living and learning 

with your TI family. Programming for all ages 

and stages: indoor and outdoor activities, 

creative services, Kosher meals, 

engaging learning, and more. 

Find more information soon at 

https://bit.ly/TIRetreat 

mailto:mwerbow@tifereth-israel.org?subject=Chanting%20Kohelet
mailto:info@tifereth-israel.org?subject=Accessibility%20Need
https://bit.ly/TIRetreat
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YOM KIPPUR 

TUE, OCT 4 Erev Yom Kippur 

 6:00 pm Childcare 

 6:15 pm sharp All Services * (Main Service offered online) 
   

WED, OCT 5 Yom Kippur Day 

 9:00 am Main Services * 

 9:00 am Childcare 

 10:00 am Tots Servicess 

 10:30 am Junior Minyan 

 10:30 am Multi-Gen Services & Activities 

 ~ noon  Yizkor Memorial Service 

 3:00 pm Gentle Yoga w/ Naomi Freeman 

 4:00 pm Rabbi Devorah Lynn: Alarm to Action: The Shofar’s Call to Climate 

 Accountability  

 5:00 pm Mincha * 

 6:00 pm Neilah * 

 7:30 pm Break Fast (register by 10/4) 

  MON, OCT 10 | SUKKOT 1 

9:00 am • Festival Service * 

12:45 pm • Sukkah Walk after Light Kiddush in the Sukkah 

 

TUE, OCT 11 | SUKKOT 2 

9:00 am • Festival Services and Kiddush in the Sukkah * 

 

FALL CHAGGIM HIGHLIGHTS  

https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/high-holidays-5783.html#youth
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/high-holidays-5783.html#services
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/high-holidays-5783.html#services
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/high-holidays-5783.html#youth
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/high-holidays-5783.html#services
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/junior-minyan1.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/multi-gen-services1.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/high-holidays-5783.html#services
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/discussion---rabbi-devorah-lynn.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/discussion---rabbi-devorah-lynn.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/yom-kippur---mincha-and-neilah-services.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/yom-kippur-break-fast.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/sukkot-services.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/sukkah-walk3.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/sukkot-services.html
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FALL CHAGGIM HIGHLIGHTS  

CONT’D 

 

WED, OCT 12 | CHOL HAMOED 

4:00 pm • Werbow Sukkah "Open House" * 

 

THU, OCT 13 | CHOL HAMOED 

7:00 pm • Climate Policy and Beer in the Sukkah 

 

FRI, OCT 14 | CHOL HAMOED 

6:30 pm • Rising Song Shabbat & Dinner in the Sukkah 

 

SAT, OCT 15 | CHOL HAMOED 

9:00 am • Shabbat Services & Reading of Kohelet * 

12:15 pm • Birthday/Anniversary Kiddish Luncheon 

1:00 pm  • Talmud Study with Rabbi Seidel  

 

SUN, OCT 16 | HOSHANA RABAH 

9:15 am • Morning Service * 

10:30 am  • Tot Sukkot Celebration 

12:30 pm • Pre-Kadimah/Kadimah Lunch in the Sukkah 

3:30 pm  • Pre-Civil Rights Journey Gathering in Werbow Sukkah 

 

MON, OCT 17 | SHEMINI ATZERET 

9:00 am • Festival & Yizkor Service * 

7:00 pm • Erev Simchat Torah Service & "Tour the Torah" * 

 

TUE, OCT 18 | SIMCHAT TORAH 

9:00 am • Festival Service and Hakafot * 

*In person and virtually 

https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/rabbis-open-sukkah.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/politics-and-beer-in-the-sukkah1.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/rising-song-shabbat-service.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/shabbat-services--reading-of-kohelet1.html#
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/simchakiddush
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/talmud-study-with-rabbi-seidel.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/festival-service6.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/tot-program1.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/himmelfarb-pre-kadima-and-kadima-lunch-in-the-sukkah.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/civil-rights-journey-pre-trip-sukkah-gathering.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/festival--yizkor-service1.html#
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/erev-simchat-torah-service--tour-the-torah.html#
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/festival-service7.html
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Kol Nashim Events and News - Louise Kelley 

Kol Nashim produced a highly entertaining Open Mic Night.  Jessica Weissman 

did a spectacular job being interviewed as Leah bat Laban, Jacob’s first wife. 

Louise Kelley explained the impact of being “Jewish All Over the Place.” Then 

came the professionals, comedians Carmiya Weinraub and Martin Phillips, and 

the chapel rang with laughter as they shared the funny side of being human nowa-

days.  Thanks to Kim Levone for recruiting  them.  Photos elsewhere in this issue. 

Good snacks plus an array of adult beverages were enjoyed by the 20 or so attendees. (As Rabbi 

Werbow put it recently, “if you feed them, they will come.” Note: if you make them laugh, they will 

keep coming back!) 

The next KN event is October 23, with Carolivia Herron sharing some of her own Family Stories 

about her ancestors, including Mary Lumpkin—the story of Mary Lumpkin is included in the recently 

published book The Devil’s Half Acre.  Other TI members will also share stories about their families, 

and anyone is welcome to join Carolivia, Ruth Shapiro and other TI members who 

will share interesting histories.  

KN has still more fun events planned.  The future also holds the possibility of projects 

to benefit TI and the Washington DC community, as well as baking, knitting and Jew-

ish cultural presentations.  The KN Book group will continue to meet monthly, and 

Game Night will return in 2023.   

Shana Tovah, everyone.  

Gevarim - Andrew Reamer 
Climate Policy and Beer in the Sukkah 

Thursday, Oct 13, 7:00-8:30 pm 

Sylvia Horwitz moderates a discussion with three TI federal climate policy experts and activists: 

Rabbi Devorah Lynn, Jewish Earth Alliance; Fred Lipschultz, U.S. Global Change Research Pro-

gram; and David Hart, Center for Clean Energy Innovation, Information Technology and Innova-

tion Foundation.  

Talmud Study with Rabbi Seidel 

Saturday, Oct 15, 1:00-2:00 PM 

Tractate Sanhedrin in English translation. 

In addition, as lack of spending during the pandemic resulted in a big boost in  the size of Gevarim's 

bank account, it is pleased to spring for Shabbat kiddush beverages for the foreseeable future, and 

thanks its members for making that possible. 

Donate your used vehicle to TI at  http://bitly.ws/uX7h or by clicking the key ➔ 

https://carmiyaweinraub.com/carmiya-comedy/
http://bitly.ws/uX7h
https://www.careasy.org/nonprofit/tifereth-israel-congregation
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Our September 20th meeting was held in person, for the first time since the pandemic.  We selected 
books for the next seven months.  Our next meeting will be on October 25th, moved up so as not to 
coincide with Simchat Torah.  Upcoming books: 

October 25 - X Troop: The Secret Jewish Comman-
dos of World War 2 by Leah Garrett.  During 
WWII the British used German Jews as com-
mandos who could interrogate captured Ger-
mans in their own language.  Dramatic page-
turning history. 

November 15 - The Golem and the Jinni by Hele-
ne Wecker.  Fiction. The two eponymous mythi-
cal creatures accompany their masters on the 
voyage to America, where they team up when 
they have to fend for themselves in a strange 
land.   

December 20 - Anne Frank: The Diary of Young 
Girl, preferably the unabridged version, also 
called the definitive edition.  Yes, you read it in 
junior high.  But it will look different to you now. 
Includes material originally left out about her 
mother and about sex. 

January 17 - The Prison Minyan by Jonathan 
Stone.  Fiction.  Rebellion at a country club pris-
on where all inmates are Jewish.  Funny and sat-
isfying, and you’ll enjoy the ways prisoners view 
their crimes.  A thinly disguised Republican cabinet member is outwitted and defeated by prisoners 
who want their privileges and Kosher food back. 

February 21 - War of Shadows: Codebreakers Spies, and the Secret Struggle to Drive the Nazis Out of the 
Middle East by Gershom Gorenberg.  More WWII history.  The Nazis came very close to Cairo, and 
many Arabs were all in favor of them taking power there and elsewhere in the region.   

March 21 - The Netanyahus by Joshua Cohen.  Based on actual events, though it’s not clear how close-
ly.  Definitely fiction.   The father of Benjamin Netanyahu comes to a sedate campus as a visiting pro-
fessor, with his family. The only Jewish faculty member is made responsible for them.  Unsurprisingly, 
the Netanyahus define chutzpah.  Very funny, and  includes the usual pleasures of campus novels. 

April 18 - East-West Street by Phillippe Sands.   Explores the surprisingly recent origin of the ideas of 
genocide and crimes against humanity, mixing family memoir with accounts of the two men who cre-
ated these concepts. 

We meet from 7:30 to 9pm.  All are welcome, including people who have not finished or even started 
the book.  Future meetings may continue to be in-person, depending on the collective wishes of at-
tendees.  If you are not already on the evite list, contact Janice Mehler (contact information in 
Shulcloud) to be added.    I look forward to seeing many of you at these meetings. 

Kol Nashim Book Group - Jessica Weissman 

Funeral Practices Committee 
Always On-Call 

 

Chaverim of the Funeral Practices Committee 
are on call to provide counsel and services to 
synagogue members and their dependents.  
 
In the event of a death, before contacting the 
funeral home please contact one of the 
following chaverim or the TI  office (202-882-
1605).  
 
 Shelly Heller      h: 301-942-1836 
                w: 202-994-5906 
                c:  301-996-2704 
 
 Marcia Goggin      c: 301-792-1063  
 
 Bruce Heppen       h: 301-299-3255 
                  c:  202-997-1890 
                  w:703-417-8983 

tel:301-299-3255
tel:202-997-1890
tel:703-417-8983
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TI Social Action Projects - Bob Feron 

At TI, Tikkun Olam has traditionally meant a hands-on approach and for over twenty years our So-
cial Action Committee has sponsored a wide spectrum of projects. This year, our Social Action pro-
grams include those done in-person, outdoors or from the safety of your home. Our commitment 
to tikkun olam – healing and repairing the world – is a natural outgrowth of TI’s continuing concern 
for both the local community and world around us—a concern that is needed now more than ever.  

We welcome you to join us for a one-time event or an ongoing activity. Each person can choose 
the issues closest to their heart, volunteer the amount of time they can. Let’s work together to 
heal the world. Sign up for the programs listed below and contact one of our volunteers who can 
answer your questions. Each activity description is followed by the name of a TI Social Action vol-
unteer contact.  

Kol Nidre – Empty Your Pockets   

On Kol Nidre, TI Social Action always encourages donations for a worthy cause. This money is col-
lected due to our tradition of not carrying money into the Kol Nidre service. We do hope TI mem-
bers will take extra amounts to be put into collection baskets. This year, the selected organization 
is “Homes for Our Troops,” a charity that builds and donates specially adapted custom homes na-
tionwide for severely-injured post-9/11 veterans, thus enabling them to rebuild their lives. Most 
of these veterans have sustained injuries, including multiple limb amputations, partial or full paral-
ysis, and/or traumatic brain injury. These homes restore some of the freedom and independence 
these veterans sacrificed in combat and enable them to focus more on their family, recovery and 
rebuilding their lives. Their link is https://www.hfotusa.org/mission/. Thanks for your contribution. 
Contact Gene Herman with any questions. 

Serving at Shepherd’s Table  

Shepherd’s Table is a Silver Spring organization that is committed to feeding and meeting other 

needs of homeless residents who live nearby. They serve meals three times a day. Since fall 2021, 

TI members have gathered on the first Sunday of each month at Shepherd’s to serve meals to 

homeless residents of our communities. More than 100 meals have been served at each of our 

shifts. Thanks to Claudine Schweber, Howard Sumka, Michele Sumka, Stephanie Rubin, David 

Rubin, Joseph Martin, Paula Martin, Esther Herman and Gene Herman for pitching in to serve 

140 meals on the first Sunday of September.  TI members who have participated have found the 

experience rewarding, whether they cleaned tables or served food. Each shift has a ten-person 

limit. If you are interested, please register first with Shepherd’s Table and then sign up for a spe-

cific shift. The first Sunday in November will be on 11/6. The link to register with Shepherd’s Table 

is here.  Contact Gene Herman with any questions. 
(Continued on page 15) 

 If I am not for myself, then who will be for me? 
And if I am only for myself, what am I? 

And if not now, when? 
– Rabbi Hillel 

https://www.hfotusa.org/mission/
mailto:gene511@aol.com
http://tiferethisrael.shepherdstable.volunteerhub.com/
mailto:gene511@aol.com
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Social Action Projects  -continued 

Jewish Children’s Books for Tifereth Israel Young Students  

Carolivia Herron wants to launch a new program with Rabbi Werbow and Rabbi Kelley that will be 
focused on superb Jewish Children’s Books. Carolivia has a large collection of such Children’s 
Books and wishes to share them with TI families that have young children, including Himmelfarb 
school students. She needs one interested volunteer (an adult or a mature teenager) to work with 
her to coordinate this, so please contact her by clicking here if you’re interested. 

TI Volunteer Support for Refugee Families  

Beginning this January, TI families will have an opportunity to work directly with a refugee immi-
grant family from Afghanistan, Ukraine or elsewhere, supporting their adaptation to life in the 
United States (through once-a-week volunteer contact, not money). This volunteer support will be 
coordinated by the Silver Spring office of the International Rescue Committee (IRC), who will as-
sign the refugee family.  

To be eligible, we will need to organize ourselves into self-selected teams of two to four adults who 
wish to volunteer as a group of friends. This could be two couples, for example, or any three or four 
TI adult friends. Once you have selected your own team, we will show you how to enroll on the IRC 
website to get onto their waiting list. The IRC will provide one brief online training session and oc-
casional guidance during a six-month period. Adolescents can participate, but only under direct 
adult supervision and they don’t count towards the four-person limit per team. With questions, 
please contact Bob Feron  

Support for Migrant Asylum Seekers 

We are committed to facilitating the integration of refugees and asylum seekers into the local com-
munity. To that end, TI members have previously supported three families of legal immigrants 
(formerly refugees) from Syria, helping them to navigate life’s challenges, while proceeding on their 
journey to becoming American citizens. Over the coming year, we plan to expand this effort to in-
clude support for some of the recent migrant families that have arrived in busloads from a few 
southern states. There are weekly volunteer opportunities and two nonprofit charity NGOs that 
provide direct support and request financial donations. Detailed information about these opportu-
nities will be distributed later in October. If you want more details or wish to volunteer, email: Bob 
Feron. 

Gun Violence Prevention  

We are concerned with preventing gun violence and TI is working with the D.C. Area Interfaith Gun 
Violence Prevention Network. In June 2020, Tifereth Israel was among over 60 organizations that 
co-signed a letter to the DC Mayor and DC Council advocating on behalf of specific programs to 
prevent gun violence. Future opportunities for engagement will be publicized. With questions, or to 
volunteer on the issue of gun violence prevention, contact Mona Berch or Claudine Schweber .  

(Continued on page 16) 

mailto:carolivia@gmail.com
mailto:TISocialAction@tifereth-israel.org
mailto:TISocialAction@tifereth-israel.org
mailto:TISocialAction@tifereth-israel.org
mailto:mberch@mac.com
mailto:pariscs@gmail.com
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Social Action Projects - continued 

Christmas Gift Packages for Shelter Residents  

TI members prepare over 300 Christmas gift packets for residents of 6-8 local homeless shelters each 
Christmas. We give out small gifts of gloves, hats, socks and toiletries. We also welcome contributions to 
help defray the cost of these gift packets. To volunteer, contact Gene Herman 

Annual Martin Luther King , Jr. Weekend Shabbaton  

Each year, on the anniversary of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr’s birthday, the Social Action team organizes a 
Social Justice Shabbat program. These programs are dedicated to MLK and his lifelong pursuit of social 
justice. For January 2023, the theme has not yet been selected, but it may be related to Jewish commu-
nity efforts to support needy and vulnerable local populations and refugees/asylum seekers.  

Rosh Hashanah - Food Delivery 

TI members participate in the annual food package delivery to less fortunate members of the Jewish 
community, run by the Jewish Social Service Agency (JSSA). This occurs annually, the Sunday before 
Erev Rosh Hashanah.  To volunteer, contact Gene Herman  

Passover Food Delivery 

Help brighten someone’s Passover by helping to deliver dozens of bags of holiday groceries to Jewish 
seniors, immigrants and others in need as identified by local Jewish agencies. Deliveries are picked up at 
TI on the Sunday morning before Passover. Drivers are given directions to households that will be ex-
pecting a delivery. For more information contact Gene Herman  

Become a Volunteer Tutor for the Re-Launch of the TI Shepherd Tutoring Program 
This month, we are working to re-launch the TI Shepherd Tutoring program, which operated successful-
ly for over two decades prior to the pandemic. After a two-year pause, the coming year will be the 23rd 
year that adults and teenagers from Tifereth Israel have tutored students from our local public elemen-
tary school. This informal academic tutoring will be done in person at our synagogue. 

Each tutor will be paired with a young student (grades 2-5) for the school year. The pair meets for one 
hour, 5-6 pm on most Sundays, to read, practice math skills and problems, reading together for basic 
comprehension, or reviewing homework. This weekly hour can make a tremendous difference in the ac-
ademic performance of participating students, reinforcing skills they have studied or learned in school. 

Time and place: We hope to begin on Sunday, October 23rd, or as soon as possible after that. 

In September, before Rosh Hashanah, we distributed detailed information about the TI Shepherd Tutor-
ing program to the Principal, Teachers, and key Parents’ Organization volunteers of Shepherd Elemen-
tary School. They told us that thereafter every family at this school would learn about this tutoring pro-
gram and have an opportunity to sign up their own children. Therefore, we now need to recruit both 
adult and teenage volunteers from among TI members, preferably at least twenty of us.  

Adults, high school students and pre-Bar/Bat/Kabbalat Mitzvah volunteer tutors will work with stu-
dents who are in primary school. If you are interested, please sign up on the TI website, or here: https://
tinyurl.com/ShepherdTutor  

Questions? Contact Tobi McFarland and Melissa Perera at shepherdtutoringprogram@gmail.com  

mailto:gene511@aol.com
https://www.jssa.org/
mailto:gene511@aol.com
mailto:gene511@aol.com
https://tinyurl.com/ShepherdTutor
https://tinyurl.com/ShepherdTutor
mailto:shepherdtutoringprogram@gmail.com
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EMPTY YOUR POCKETS CAMPAIGN 

Kol Nidre, October 4 at 6:00 pm 
Sponsored by the Social Action Committee 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Building and donating specially adapted custom homes for severely injured post-9/11 Veterans, to ena-

ble them to rebuild their lives. 

More information at www.hfotusa.org/. 

Accessibility Fund   
Mark & Mona Berch in memory of Rachel Sieradzki 

   
A. Nathan Abramowitz Fund   
Joshua & Francesca Kranzberg in honor of Terri  
   Zall & Ken Morris 

Lawrence & Pearl Schainker in memory of Sophie 
  Schainker 

   
General Donations   
Laurinda & Bruce Berger in memory of Arthur Berger 

Henry Einhorn in memory of Florence F. Einhorn 

Naomi Freeman & Morris Klein in honor of Janice & 
   David Mehler 

Iris & Michael Lav in honor of Diane & Jim Zurer 

Iris & Michael Lav in honor of Howard Gleckman & 
   Ann Kline 

David & Janice Mehler in honor of Mike & Mical 
   Schneider 

Genevieve Sapir & Gregory Stackel in honor of  
  Stephanie Rubin 

Barbara & Howard White in memory of Rae Mestetsky 

   
Harold & Beila Organic Retreat Fund   
Louise Kelley & Jessica Weissman in memory of  
  Claire Weissman 

Helping Hands Fund   
Iris & Michael Lav in honor of Jessica Weissman 

   
Marvin Caplan Social Action Fund   
Sheri Blonder in memory of Rachel Sieradzki 

Miriam Davidson in memory of Jeff Davidson 

Miriam Davidson in memory of Sadie Robert  

Miriam Davidson in memory of Rachel Sieradzki 

Varda Fink & Stan Grabia in memory of Rachel  
   Sieradzki 

Naomi Freeman & Morris Klein in memory of Rachel 
   Sieradzki 

Barbara & Howard White in memory of Rachel  
  Sieradzki 

   
Rabbi's Discretionary Fund    
Sheryl Frank & Michael Stempel  

   
Yahrzeit Donations   
David & Stephanie Rubin in memory of Fanny Putter 

Jo-Dine Simon in memory of David Simon 

Jo-Dine Simon in memory of A. Hiram (Able) Simon 

Jonathan Wilkenfeld in memory of Harold & Sarah  
   Wilkenfeld 

Betsy Wohl in memory of Jonathan Wohl 

Donations 

http://www.hfotusa.org/
https://www.hfotusa.org/
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 SERVE DINNER AT SHEPHERD'S TABLE 

Sponsored by the Social Action Committee 

Sunday, October 2 at 5:00 pm   

Help serve dinner to homeless individuals on the 1st Sunday 

of each month. Registration required. 

Learn more here. 

  

FULL MOON WALK 

Saturday, October 8 at 7:45 pm 

Start at the Ohr Kodesh parking lot, 8300 Meadowbrook Lane.  

Enjoy a walk of about two miles round trip. Plan for 90 

minutes of fun, adventure, friendship and chocolate treats.  

  

TI RISING IN SONG 

Sponsored by the Ritual Committee 

Thursdays, October 13 and November 3 at 8:00 pm 

Practice tunes, then bring your prayer-, joy-, soul-ful singing 

to services. All welcome: singers, follow-alongers, leaders, and  

wannabe/dontwannabe leaders. 

Learn more here. 

  

RAIN GARDEN CARE 

Sponsored by the Green Committee 

Sunday, October 23 at 10:00 am  

Come dig into the TI rain garden! Each month, volunteers 

weed and plant, depending on the season. BYO shovel and 

gloves.  

Learn more here.  
 

 KOL NASHIM BOOK GROUP 

Tuesday, October 25 at 7:30 pm 

This month’s reading is X Troop: The Secret Jewish Commandos 

of World War II by Leah Garrett. 

Learn more here. 

UPCOMING & ONGOING EVENTS  

https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/serving-dinner-at-shepherds-table.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/joyful-prayerful-singing.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/rain-garden-care.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/kn-book-club.html
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WEEKLY SERVICE SCHEDULE 

*Attend in the Sanctuary or via Zoom.    

Kabbalat Shabbat 

and Maariv* 

Fridays at 6:30 pm 

At TI, we love to 

sing, especially on 

Friday night! Join 

TI’s evening services 

to bring in Shabbat 

with the community.   

Sunday Morning 

Minyan* 

Sundays at 9:15 am 

Give your spiritual 

life a lift! Services 

are lay-led, with our 

Rabbi sharing  in-

sights into prayers 

and approaching 

Holidays. 

ZOOMdalah! 

Saturday nights,  de-

tails on calendar 

TI's virtual neighbor-

hood gathers via 

Zoom for a warm 

and welcoming ser-

vice to bring in the 

new week. 

Shabbat Morning 

Services* 

Saturdays at 9:00 am 

Services are tradi-

tional, egalitarian, 

participatory 

and led by TI mem-

bers in partnership 

with our Rabbi. 

Kol Nashim Comedy Night 

Photos of Martin Phillips, the appreciative audience, and Carmiya Weinraub by Louise Kelley 

https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/kabbalat-shabbat--maariv.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/kabbalat-shabbat--maariv.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/sunday-morning-service-zoom---tentative.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/sunday-morning-service-zoom---tentative.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/zoom-dalah-hava-dalah-zoom3.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/calendar
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/shabbat-morning-services1.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/shabbat-morning-services1.html
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SPECIAL EVENTS & SERVICES 
 RISING SONG SHABBAT SERVICE & DINNER IN THE SUKKAH 

Sponsored by the Ritual Committee 
Friday, October 14 at 6:30 pm  
Circle up in song to catapult our community into a soul-filling Shabbat ! Din-
ner in the Sukkah to follow; registration required. 
Learn more and register by October 11 here. 

  

TALMUD STUDY WITH RABBI SEIDEL 
Saturdays, October 15, November 19, December 10 at 1:00 pm 
Rabbi Seidel will lead the study of Talmud Tractate Sanhedrin.  
Learn more here. 

 CIVIL RIGHTS JOURNEY PRE-TRIP SUKKAH GATHERING 

Sunday, October 16, 3:30 

Watch the documentary True Justice then gather in the Werbow Family 
Sukkah for a discussion with people attending the congregation’s Civil 
Rights Journey. 
Learn more here. 

 MISHNA WITH RABBI WERBOW 

Saturdays, October 22 and 29 at 8:15 am 

Join with Rabbi Werbow as we deepen our understanding of 
Judaism through the eyes of the early rabbis. All levels of learning and He-
brew skills are welcome!  

Learn more here. 

 UPTOWN SHABBAT & DINNER 

Friday, October 28 at 6:30 pm 
Join in lively song with Cantor Robyn Helzner and Chazzan Larry Paul. 
Tunes range from Ashkenazi favorites to melodies inspired from around the 
world.  Learn more and register by October 24 here. 

 KOL NASHIM FAMILY ANCESTRY STORIES 

Sunday, October 23 at 10:30 am 

Carolivia Herron, TI member and scholar of African-American Judaica will 
moderate a discussion of her ancestor Mary Lumpkin and guide the sharing 
of TI members’ ancestor stories.  
More information to come here. 

https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/rising-song-shabbat-service.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/talmud-study-with-rabbi-seidel.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/civil-rights-journey-pre-trip-sukkah-gathering.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/mishna-with-rabbi-werbow8.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/uptown-shabbat--robyn-helzner--larry-paul-via-zoom.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/uptown-shabbat--robyn-helzner--larry-paul-via-zoom.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/kol-nashim---family/ancestry-stories-2-possible-dates.html


      

  Tishrei/Cheshvan 5783                   Tifereth Israel Menorah                          Page  21    

 

End of school ‘foam party’ Spring  ‘22 

It’s not too late to register! 

Sign up at http://bitly.ws/tDg7. 

Learn more at http://bitly.ws/utC2 

or contact Rabbi Kelley Gludt 

at rabbikelley@tifereth-israel.org. 

https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/himmelfarb-enrollment---2022.html
http://bitly.ws/tDg7
http://bitly.ws/utC2
mailto:rabbikelley@tifereth-israel.org?subject=HImmelfarb%20Inquiry
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Nayes un Mechayes - Melissa Perera 

Happenings 

Deborah Secular started the youth programs 

in Migdal Ha'Emek at the beginning of the last 

school year and is working to cement the pro-

gress made in that town in the coming year. 

This article, from Dror Israel, is about the last 

year: https://www.drorisrael.org/post/an-

exciting-year-in-migdal-haemek. 

In search of more zoom backgrounds, Myrna 

Goldman and her sister, Harriet Ainbinder, 

went on a pre-trip to Ireland, followed by a 

small ship cruise called Maritime Jewels of the 

British Isles. It was 3 weeks in total, and the 

itinerary included: Dublin, Glendalough, Kil-

kenny, Wexford, Blarney Castle, Waterford, 

Cork; in the UK: Oxford, Windsor Castle; (from 

the ship): Fishguard (Wales), Isle of Man, the 

Lake District, Belfast (Northern Ireland), Isle of 

Mull (Scotland), Isle of Lewis, the Orkney Isles; 

and (back on land) Aberdeen. Myrna and her 

sister were there at the time of Queen Eliza-

beth's death, in Scotland, and saw the flags at 

half-staff and many tributes. Most interesting 

was their visit to Dublin, where they learned a 

lot about the Troubles, and heard two speak-

ers, from each side of the conflict, who had 

each spent many years in prison, and now 

speak together at schools and before many 

groups. They had two home-hosted lunches, in 

Cork and Fishguard, and a several-hour visit to 

a home on the Orkneys, called A Day in the Life. 

These personal encounters were very mean-

ingful, and Myrna and her sister were able to 

get used to the accent and did have fish and 

chips and Guinness. 

Sad News 

Alaskan Tifereth Israel member Mary Jo Rob-

inson, wife of Gordon Glaser, died May 12, 

2022, 11 Iyar 5782, at the age of 82. She is also 

survived by her children, Brenda Nouskajian 

and Sarah Hotchkiss, and sister Evelyn 

Tompter.   To read the obituary, click HERE. 

Rachel Sieradzki, daughter of former TI mem-

bers Emily Novick and David Sieradzki, and sis-

ter to Lily and Mimi, died on September 11, 

2022. She was 27. She is also survived by her 

aunts Linda Novick (Seth Clark) and Martha 

(James) Kelley, uncle Michael Sarid (Alan 

Schwartz), and cousins Diana and Sarah Kelley 

(Clayton Geipel). To read the obituary, click 

HERE.  

May the families be comforted and their mem-

ories be a blessing. 

https://www.drorisrael.org/post/an-exciting-year-in-migdal-haemek
https://www.drorisrael.org/post/an-exciting-year-in-migdal-haemek
https://obituaries.adn.com/adportal/listingView.html?id=4625
https://www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/silver-spring-md/rachel-sieradzki-10922983
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Upcoming Friday Night Minyan Assignments 

October 7, 2022 

Daniel Liebman & Lis Davis 

Michael Linden & Rebecca Melsky 

Fred Lipschultz & Rabbi Devorah 
Lynn 

John & Lynne List 

John Lister 

Andrew & Jackelyn Lopez Roshwalb 

Peter & Sarah Mancoll 

Amy Mann 

Aliza Marcus & Andrew Apostolou 

Sarna Marcus & Tina Lunson 

Joseph & Paula Martin 

Bob Mathis & Tali Stopak-Mathis 

Rachel & Jackson McClam 

Tobi McFarland 

Allison & Colin McMillan 

David & Janice Mehler 

Stephen Meltzer 

Ethan Merlin & Joelle Novey 

David & Dana Mermelstein 

Rabbi Sarah & Rachel Meytin 

 
October 21, 2022 

Timothy Michalak & Robin Reiss 

Josephine Mickelson 

Michael & Barbara Milton 

Amy Morello 

Kenneth Morris & Terri Zall 

Jonah Murdock & Stephanie Rood-
man Murdock 

Myron Murdock & Judith Herzog 
Murdock 

Joshua Nadas & Lillian Rosen 

Raymond & Adele Natter 

Sheridan & Dana Neimark 

Stephen Nelson & Leslie Goodman-
Malamuth 

Michael New & Linda Turnowski 

Larry Paul & Joye Newman 

Fylis Peckham & Perry Peckham 

Daniel Pedersen & Dafna Spear 

David Pelzer & Ellie Tiemann 

 

November 4, 2022 

Melissa Perera 

Adam & Jessica Perlmutter 

Jeff & Cynthia Peterman 

Michael Pitch & Elaine Weiss 

Joshua Pitlick & Janet Blank 

David & Laurel Rabin 

Jacqueline Ratner 

Andrew Reamer 

Sanford & Shelley Reback 

Kelly Rickard & Stephen  
    Rickard 

Howard Riker & Danielle Glosser 

Morris & Judy Rodenstein 

Joel Rogers & Ruth Lieberman 

Paul & Esther Roitman Bardack 

Charles Rombro & Pamela 
    Stone 

Elliot Rosen & Sharon Cohen 

Aviel Roshwald & Alene Moyer 

Marc Rothenberg & Ivy Baer 

 

November 18, 2022 

David & Stephanie Rubin 

Howard & Hannah Rubin 

Stephen & Jill Saletta 

Mark & Diann Saltman 

Richard Schachter 

Alex Schaffer & Nichole Berns  

Lawrence & Pearl Schainker 

Eric & Shira Schechtman 

Laura Schiavo 

Michael & Mical Schneider 

Keith Secular & Susan Catler 

Rabbi Ethan & Rachel Seidel 

Paul Seltman & Jeanne Ireland 

David & Lois Shapiro 

Phillip & Ruth Shapiro 

Noam & Deborah Shelef 

Jaclyn Shettler 

Randy Showstack & Michele  
    Zador 

Richard & Marjorie Siegel 

 

No assignments on October 14 or 28 and November 11 and 25 as dinners scheduled.   If you are unable to  

attend on your assigned date,  please arrange for a replacement. 

Photos left and 

right by Adele  

Natter 

Center photo by 

Susan Catler 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 
10/1 Kellan Anderegg 
 Joshua Felman 
 Gayle Hope 
 Prof. Claudine Schweber 
10/2 Morton Alterman 
 Daniel Berman 
 Daniel Dotter 
 Juliet Kuhn 
 Rabbi Ethan Seidel 
10/3 Mark Feldman 
 Elana Fink 
 Adam Perera 
 Eric Schechtman 
 Deborah Stern 
 Rachael Wolfson 
10/4 Rebecca Rabin 
 Vivian Rubinstein 
 Paul Seltman 
10/5 Carl Bergman 
 Jaren Kammer Goldberg 
 Jevera Temsky 
10/6 Pierre Dugan 
10/7 Daniel Driscoll 
 Myriam Rofrano 
10/9 Raphael Galinsky-Kramer 
 Joseph and Paula Martin 
10/10 Judith L. Cohen 
 Yaelle Sullivan 
 Asher Werbow 
10/11 Jessica Perlmutter 
 Jon Weintraub 
10/12 Rachel Bressler 

10/13 Dody Goldberg 
 Marc Rothenberg 
 Richard Siegel 
10/14 Noah Siskind 
 Ellie Tiemann 
10/15 Rachel Lemberg 
10/16 Henri Makembe 
 Avital Richman-Dreyfus 
 Noam Sullivan 
10/17 Sam Davidson 
 Gail Feldman 
 Ezra Galston 
 Lynne List 
 Joel Rogers 
10/19 Ilana LeVine 
 Seth Stromberg 
10/20 Juliet Acosta 
 Stella Emsellem 
 Lee Grabel 
10/21 Paula Martin 
10/22 Paula Flicker 
 Judah Flum 
 Danielle Glosser 
10/23 Ernie Englander 
 Johanna Goggin 
 Rabbi Sarah Meytin 
 Joshua Smiley Kravitz 
10/24 Dr. Jeff Peterman 
 Neshama Rovinsky 
10/26 Anita Kramer 
 Isaac Kritz 
 Nora Rubin 
10/27 Sarah Berman Osborne 
 Alexander Isicson 

 Jacob Meytin 
10/29 Dinah Berch 
 Cyrus Blumenthal 
 Eliza Goettsch 
 Simone Kimelman-Block 
 Michael Strollo 
10/30 Nathan Suddleson 
 Emily Suddleson 
10/31 Asher Meytin 
 Louise Weingarten Wiener 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY! 

10/6 Deborah & Michael  
   Horowitz 
10/10 Howard Riker & Danielle  
                   Glosser  
10/12 Phillip & Ruth Shapiro 
10/14 Sarna Marcus & Tina  
   Lunson 
 Elliot Rosen & Sharon  
    Cohen  
10/16 Matthew Watson & Ellie  
    Cabot  
10/17 Daniel & Ariel Brandt 
   Lautman 
 Aviel Roshwald & Alene  
    Moyer  
10/19 Steven & Rachel Bressler 
 Naomi & Jennifer  
   Taransky 
10/20 David Hart & Lois Frankel 
10/24 Stephanie & Jonah  
   Murdock 

 

  BIRTHDAY & ANNIVERSARY 

KIDDUSH LUNCHEON 

Saturday, October 15 at 12:15 pm 

 

Help sponsor the Simcha Kiddush 

luncheon - honor a family member, 

 a friend, or even yourself! 
 

Learn more https://bit.ly/3Rgjtdz. 
Dan Handwerker blows the shofar.   Photo by Adrienne Torrey 

https://www.theblastdc.com/
https://bit.ly/3Rgjtdz
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Kabbalat Mitzvah 

Llewellyn Craig 

My name is Llew and I am in 10th grade at the Visual Arts Center program at Einstein High School.   I 
have been drawing and making art as long as I can remember.  I am passionate about art and politics 
and  social justice. Because I am gender fluid, I am especially concerned about LGBTQIA+ rights. I 
believe art can be a powerful force for positive change, both for people and society.   

I’m older than the average B’Mitzvah.  When I was 11 or 12, I told my parents that I wanted to learn 
more about our Jewish heritage and have a B’Mitzvah.  My Jewish mom had never belonged to a 
synagogue and my dad is Quaker.  I knew stories about my Jewish great-grandparents and the anti-
semitism they faced (and we’re all facing again!!).  I told my parents that Jews could die out and I 
want to do my part in being Jewish and keeping our religion alive.  We visited some temples and we 
felt at home at TI.  The other kids in Himmelfarb made me feel welcome. I am excited about my 
B’Mitzvah on October 29th! 

Courtesy of the Craig family 
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October  Yahrzeitn 

Sept 30 & Oct 1 
10/1 Rose Footer 

 Lena M. Hollins 

 Harry Kahansky 

 Gertrude Leeds 

 Daniel Levine 

 David Moshavi 

 Leonard Paul 

 Elizabeth Sperling 

10/2 James Amdur 

 Rachel S. Cohen 

 Marion Greer 

 Mary B. Lewis 

 Oscar Margoles 

 Leo Pomerance 

 Michael Sirkis 

 Frank E. Timoner 

 Luciano Alberto Vitale 

10/3 Jim Auerbach 

 Elliot Jerome Eisenbach 

 Max Franks 

 Buzya Bluma Greenfeld 

 Teme Druck Grunberg 

 Pearl Silverman Kimelblatt 

 Aaron A. Kutnick 

 Bessie Lewis 

 Anna Parson 

 Selma Warsaw 

10/4 Saul Bernstein 

 Matilda Helfenbein 

 Louis Edward Morse 

10/5 Esther Davidson 

 Johnny Lewis 

 Jacob Rudnick 

10/6 Fred Mayer 

 David Simon 

 Max Wolman 

10/7 Samuel Flug 

 Elaine Kay Orlinsky 

 Fanny Putter 

 Masha Spiegel 

 Daniel Wolpin 

 

Oct 7 &  8 

10/8 Florence Bailin 

 Bayla Bennett 

 Edward Berman 

 Anne Conway 

 Isabelle Finkelstein 

 Marvin Itkin 

 John Leidman 

 Charles Moshenberg 

 Stella Peck 

 Geraldyne Revzin 

 Samuel B. Sussan 

 Bella Weisbrot 

10/9 Edward Boorstein 

 Rose Nathanson Wruble 

10/10 Robert B. Flanders 

 Mordechai Mickelson 

 Adele Panikoff 

10/11 Max Blankstein 

 Naomi Grosfeld 

 Louis Levine 

10/12 Lou Bojan 

 Laverne Burwell Hall Bourke 

 Harry Polster 

 Harry Silverman 

 Judy Sweet 

10/13 Max Jasinowsky 

 Louis Liebowitz 

 Doris Raffel 

10/14 Sol Brown 

 Mary Burke 

 Samuel Isaac Burke 

 Mike Goldstein 

 Joseph Gotfried 

 Morris H. Kolker 

 Jerome Warshawsky  

 

Oct 14 & 15 

10/15 Albert Colman 

 N. Mitchell Jason 

 Shoshana Roitman 

10/16 David Lester Bergman 

 Wolf Cornblatt 

 Pvt. Irving Jack Harris 

 Morris Levy 

10/17 Sidney Banner 

 Simon Beloff 

 Esther Green 

 Jacob D. Kessler 

 Ida Rubin 

 Sidney Scherling 

10/18 Annie Harris 

 Bernard Jason 

 Mari Tischler 

10/19 Abba Berman 

 Esther Danenberg 

 Betty Davidson 

 Ida Sheer 

 Sol Abraham Simmons 

10/20 Morris M. Abramson 

 Sandra S. Cohen 

 Stanley Hadoff 

 Ida Lutsky 

 Harold Stahl 

10/21 Eva Friedenberg 

 Robert Rovinsky 

 Morris J. Silverman 

 Claire Weissman 

 
Oct 21 & 22 

10/22 Ida Jacobs Fishkin 

 Flora Frankel 

 Sophie Friedenberg 

 Barbara Herman Grossman 

 Louis Kraft 

 Max Lopatin 
(Continued on page 27) 

Editor’s note:  We list upcoming yahrzeitn based on ShulCloud records, under the Shabbat dates when the 
name is recited and by the yahrzeit date.  
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October Yahrzeitn continued 

10/22 Elnatan Sullivan 

 Alezah Weinberg 

10/23 Sylvia Kahn Forman 

 Adele Hantman 

 Henry Rose 

10/24 Esther M. Bondareff 

 Nathan Cohen 

 Reuben Rosenberg 

10/25 Annie Pulver 

 Jonah Rashi Rovinsky 

 Ruth Katz Shapiro 

 Merrill Snyder 

10/26 Lillian T. Platt 

 Lillian Yasmer 

10/27 Henrietta Weiss Disenhaus 

10/27  Kitty Smith 

 Anne Neimark Stein 

 Louis Winkler 

10/28 Philip Berenter 

 Carla Cohen 

 Betty S. Fleishman 

 Mark Fox 

 Annie Gilman 

 Rose Herman 

 Maxine Kornstein 

 Ray Peres 

 Jay Stanley Wolf 

 
Oct 28 & 29 

10/29 Maurice Bernard Berenter 

 David S. Bishins 

 Richard Aran Goldberg 

 Paul Kimelman 

 Leona Milton 

 Starlene Rae 

 Donn Joseph Zark 

10/30 Marjorie Axel 

 Florence Brown Jaffe 

 Theodore Jellinek 

 Abigail Pincus 

 Nathan Silverman 

 Louis Jack Stahl 

10/31 Sadye Ruth Herman 

 Madeline Klein 

 Sondra Singer 

 

 

 

Pick Up Your Lulav and Etrog 

Friday, October 7 from 9am—5pm 

Sunday, October 9 from 9am—noon 

Compost Crew is Coming to TI 

New clearly labeled bins for compost will arrive at TI after the high holidays.  Look for collection bins when-
ever food is served.  Instructions for what goes inside them featured in the next Menorah.  

A hint of what goes in them: the compost crew motto is “if it grows, it goes.” 

Watch for further details from the Green Committee. 
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Pidyon HaBen Ingots Part 1  - Simcha Kuritzky. NLG 

A virtually undocumented and unexplored area of Jewish numismatics are silver ingots used for Pidyon 
HaBen, redemption of the firstborn son.  I have acquired seven of these, all from the Middle East and 
which I believe were produced between 1850 and 1950, yet have found no description of these in 
numismatic or Judaica literature.  The only older pidyon haben pieces documented are special trays on 
which the money was placed.  These often contained far more silver than five shekels, and portrayed 
Abraham's sacrifice of Isaac (generally with no direct mention of pidyon haben).  The earliest reference 
to these pidyon haben trays is from Sefer Maril, Amsterdam 1730.  It now appears that Middle Eastern 
Jewish communities produced ingots for pidyon haben up until World War Two. 

Throughout history, Jews have used current coinage for the redemption ceremony.  After World War 
Two, countries stopped issuing coins in silver, so private companies issued silver medals to be used 
instead.  However, in the early Twentieth Century, there were lots of silver coins available to Middle 
Eastern Jewish communities.  So these ingots were not produced out of necessity, but out of a desire to 
commemorate the redemption.  Two of these ingots I found on eBay, and the other five were located by 
my buyer in Ramat Gan.  He told me these ingots were kept within the family and were not for 
commercial or even communal use.  Many of these same communities produced silver amulets and 
ritual objects, so the skill necessary to work and inscribe silver existed. 

 

Probably the oldest ingot I have seems to be from around 1850 Tunisia.  The 74x65mm, 97 gram pure 
silver plaque showed a hamsa (hand) between two birds on one side, and two fish swimming over a 
large eye on the other.  The hamsa side had the inscription from Numbers 18:16 "And you shall redeem 
your son from a month old with five shekels of the sanctuary."  The hamsa was originally a pagan good 
luck symbol that was subsequently adopted by Jews and Moslems.  Among Jews, the five fingers stand 
for the Five Books of Moses, but could, in this context, refer to the five shekels of the pidyon haben.  The 
eye side has Genesis 49:22, popularly used on amulets for protection against the Evil Eye, "Joseph is a 
fruitful vine, a fruitful vine by a fountain; its branches run over the wall."  The "by a fountain" can also 
be translated as "above the eye", and Rabbi Yokhanan in Berakhot 20a of the Talmud said this meant 
that Israel is immune to the Evil Eye.  Yokhanan went on to say that fish are also immune to the Evil Eye, 
which explains the portrayal of two fish on this plaque.  A 19th Century Hanukka lamp from Tunis 
portrays a hamsa flanked by two birds very similar to what is shown on this plaque.  This ingot, 

(Continued on page 29) 
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Pidyon HaBen Ingots - continued 

produced when infant mortality was a real concern, treats the redemption as a "ransom from the Angel of 

Death" (Zohar I 14a), with amuletic inscriptions against the Evil Eye. 
Two of my ingots are from early Twentieth-Century Morocco.  Both are rectangles and thick, and some of 
the inscription is the same, but the style of lettering differs.  Interestingly, both portray similar styles of 
magney David.  The first ingot measures 68x51mm and weighs 125 grams.  It is 880 fine silver with the 
balance copper.  One side has a curlicue border with Numbers 6:24 "God will bless you and guard you" from 
the Priestly Blessing.  The name of God is represented by the letter heh with magney David on either side.  
The magney David have little triangles drawn in the six corners and a central hexagon to give the 
impression of thickness.  The other side has a leaf motif border with "five shekels for pidyon haben" in two 
Hebrew lines with a leaf pattern dividing them. 

The second Moroccan ingot measures 69x47mm and weighs only 99.4 grams.  It is made of 760 fine silver 
with the rest mostly copper but also trace amounts of gold.  Both sides have the same square border.  One 
side has in three lines part of Numbers 18:16 "You shall redeem those a month old [for] five shekels".  The 
same style of magney David flank the word "month".  The other side has the same Numbers 6:24 "God will 
bless you and guard you" inscription as the top line, the same "for pidyon haben" in the center line, and "in a 
good constellation" (b'mazal tov) as the bottom line. 

The two ingots I have from early Twentieth-Century Persia are larger and repurposed.  They both portray 
different styles of magney David and two fish, but one shows grape clusters and the other a hamsa.  Most 
Persian silver goods are produced on a 840 fine standard.  Any hallmarks that may have been on these 

(Continued on page 30) 
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Pidyon HaBen Ingots   - continued 

ingots have been obliterated.  The reverses of both pieces show ornate engravings of flowers and 
geometric patterns. 

The first ingot was originally a cigarette case, but now has been soldered shut.  It measures 77x102mm 
and weighs 156.7 grams (since it is 760 fine, it contains 119 grams or 3.83 Troy ounces of pure silver).  
There is a fancy frame around.  At top is Numbers 6:24 "God will bless you and guard you".  Like the 
Moroccan ingots, the name of God is represented by a large heh.  Next is a large magen David with God's 
name Shaday in the central hexagon.  Fish, a popular fertility symbol, flank the magen David.  In the 
center is "pidyon haben".  Beneath that in the center is a hamsa with heh in a circle on the palm, and on 
either side is the inscription "in a good constellation", just like on the second Moroccan ingot.  Along the 
bottom is the value "five shekels", using khamisha for five, and not khameshet from the Biblical verse. 

(Continued on page 31) 
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Pidyon HaBen Ingots - continued 

The second ingot may have originally been a box lid.  It measures 99x74mm and weighs 129.5 grams (being 
840 fine, it contains 108.8 grams or 3.5 Troy ounces pure silver).  The top left and right corners have grape 
clusters of 12 and 13 grapes.  Between is a curved "pidyon haben".  In the center is Numbers 6:24 "God will 
bless you and guard you" with God's name represented as a large heh inside a magen David in a circle.  This 
magen David is more carefully drawn than the others.  It consists of two interlocking triangles where the 
upward pointing triangle is shaded.  On either side are fish.  Along bottom in two lines is part of Numbers 
18:16 "You shall redeem those a month old [for] five shekels", again using khamisha for five. 

Editor’s note:  the second part of this article will run in a future issue. 

YOUTH & FAMILY 

PROGRAMS 

Sunday, October 2 

USY 
 

Sunday, October 16 
Tot Program 

Pre-Kadima/Kadima Lunch in the Sukkah 

Sunday, November 6 

USY 

Sunday, November 13 

Pre-Kadima 

Sunday, November 20 

Tot Program, Kadima 

SHABBAT SERVICES 
 

Tot Shabbat, Saturdays at 11:00 am 

September 24 

October 8 & 22 

November 5 & 19 

Tot Shabbat Havdalah 

November 5 
 

Junior Minyan 

October 15 

November 5 

Comedy night photos by Kim Levone 



 


