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From the President: Sara Goldberg 
Later this month we will hold our Annual Meeting. 
While we don’t yet have the date (it has to be set 
once the Board has approved the budget and slate), 
I hope you’ll keep an eye on your email for that an-
nouncement and plan to attend. 

During the Annual Meeting, congregation members 
vote to approve the dues for the upcoming fiscal 
year, as well as the slate of officers, board members, 
and trustees. I plan to present a brief look back at-
the past year and a look ahead to FY23. We’ve had a wonderful Nominating 

(Continued on page 2) 

From the Rabbi: Rabbi Michael Werbow  

This is the time of the year when we start looking to next year. Yes, there are 
still a few months ahead of us before we hit the summer and ultimately the 
High Holiday Season. We want to keep our eye on all that we will do in May 
through August but we also must look at September through December and 
even May through August of 2023. If we don’t start this process now, we are 
behind when we are looking to put together a full calendar of programming 
for next year. Sometimes ideas come up as we go along 
but many others are planned quite a bit in advance. 

So, On May 12 at 7:30 pm, we will hold a calendar 
meeting. At the meeting we will bring together the 
many facets of our congregation to look holistically at 
the calendar, see where we can collaborate amongst 
various parts of the community and build a full slate of 
programming. Key lay leaders are invited to the meet-
ing to represent Kol Nashim, Gevarim, families with 
young children, the youth, Himmelfarb families, the Green Committee, the 
Social Action Committee,  and much, much more. 

As all of these individuals come together, I would also like to invite the wide 
range of our congregation to either attend or to share program ideas with us 

(Continued on page 3) 
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From the President - continued 
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Steve Bressler, Susan Catler (Recording Secre-
tary), Bob Feron (Social Action VP), Ira Forman, 
Naomi Friedman, Seth Grimes, Bruce Heppen 
(Administrative VP), Deb Horowitz, Sylvia Hor-
witz (Immediate Past President), Jennifer Kefer, 
Rabbi Jason Kimelman-Block (Ritual VP), Anita 
Kramer (House VP), Rachel Lande, Allison 
McMillan (Membership VP), Janice Mehler, Lar-
ry Paul (Finance VP), Melissa Perera, Arnold 
Revzin (Development VP), Jaclyn Shettler, Da-
vid Silber, Adrienne Torrey, Judy Tulchin 
(Communi-cations VP), Daniel Turner 
(Governance VP), and Chris Zeilinger (Lifelong 
Learning VP). 

I also want to thank our George Greenberg 
Building Preservation Fund Trustees: John List, 
Elliot Rosen (Chair), and Allison Turner, as well 
as the Cemetery Trustees: Rabbi Chuck Fein-
berg and Paul Bardack. 

It takes a tremendous amount of volunteer pow-
er to run this congregation, and I’m grateful to 
all of those who have supported our community 
over the past year - including those who have 
served in roles not named above. 

Of course, I also want to thank Rabbi Werbow, 
Jevera, Sheri, Delanie, Amaya, Carlos, Rabbi Kel-
ley, and all the teachers and other staff that 
make TI a wonderful spiritual home for our 
membership. You all bring so much to your work 
on our behalf. I feel tremendously fortunate to 
be part of your team, and  Iook forward to an-
other year! 

B’shalom, 

Sara Goldberg 

Committee this year, and I’m extremely excited about the folks who are nominated to join the TI 
Board in June. 

I want to take this opportunity to thank everyone who has served on our Board of Directors this 
year: 

mailto:mwerbow@tifereth-israel.org
mailto:anabramowitz@verizon.net
mailto:anabramowitz@verizon.net
mailto:eseidel@tifereth-israel.org
mailto:tipresident@Tifereth-israel.org
mailto:tiexec@tifereth-israel.org
mailto:sheri@tifereth-israel.org
mailto:RabbiKelley@tifereth-israel.org
mailto:delanie@tifereth-israel.org
mailto:amaya@tifereth-israel.org
mailto:menorah@tifereth-israel.org
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From the Rabbi - continued 

prior to the meeting. TI is your congregation. Your interests are important as we craft our pro-
gramming. Do you have an idea for a program? Do you have a few other people who are also in-
terested? Let’s get together, talk through the kernels of the idea and see what can grow from it. 
For the most part, if you have an idea and approximately five others are also committed to work-
ing on the program, we can move ahead with it. 

In addition to general programming, another method for us to come together and build our com-
munity is through small groups. These groups can be organized based on some guiding principles. 
Ron Wolfson, in The Relational Judaism Handbook lays out four such principles: Geography, De-
mography, Availability and Affinity. A small group can fulfill one or more of these principles. 
These groups can also do different things. Groups can be for discussion and learning, they can 
center around observance of a Jewish life, they can be support groups, they can focus on a partic-
ular issue or they can focus on a particular activity like cooking, hiking, gaming or crafting. 

These small groups, once formed, can set up their own structure. They will decide how often to 
meet, where they will meet, who will plan what happens when they meet, and many more details. 
TI will be the unifying agent but the small groups themselves will guide their functioning.  There 
are already some small groups happening in our congregation and a few ideas of new groups to 
start up in the near future. Look for some announcements soon about small groups that are being 
formed and are beginning to gather. 

The relationships we will build and strengthen through these small groups are the ultimate goal. 
The mission of each small group will include this important aspect. When we meet, what are we 
doing to get to know each other, to support each other and to create community together?  

The key text that Ron Wolfson uses when referring to small groups is from Exodus 25:8: God 
said, ‘Let them build me a sanctuary and I will dwell among them.’ The children of Israel came to-
gether to build a holy space that was infused with the Divine. You, the members of TI, will do the 
same. You will build opportunities for holiness to come forth. You will share your program ideas 
and will inspire small groups. You will continue to help us make TI a vibrant and rich community. I 
look forward to seeing what we can all do together. 

TI Tots Make Matzah 

Photos by Jeff Peterman 
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Leading TI’s First Adult Bat Mitzvah Class - Cynthia Peterman 

In 1992 eleven TI women celebrated their Bat 
Mitzvah. It was the culmination of two years of 
exploring Judaism, Jewish feminism, and learn-
ing how to chant Torah and lead services. Some 
had never had the opportunity to become Bat 
Mitzvah as children. Others wanted to engage 
in Jewish learning. Still others wanted to be 
able to participate in their child’s Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah. As I wrote in the program for that 
morning’s Shabbat service, the diverse back-
grounds of the group “were some of the ingredi-
ents for creating a most flavorful and rich dish.” 

I was TI’s Education Director at the time the 
class started. When a few people tossed around 
the idea of an adult Bat Mitzvah class, I was ea-
ger to take on the challenge. I myself had been 
an adult Bat Mitzvah, so I understood how pro-
found and special the experience could be. I al-
so knew that adult learning can be challenging, 
especially when one might have feelings of re-
gret and embarrassment for missed opportuni-
ties to learn and participate more fully in Jewish 
life. 

Therefore, one of my goals as the group’s leader 
was to form a cohesive and mutually supportive 
cohort. These women were going to commit an 
enormous amount of time and energy to this 
class, and it was important that we knew who 
we were sitting around the table with. I began 
the course by asking each person to design a 
map of their “Jewish lifeline,” with significant 
Jewish moments that contributed to the person 
they became. We learned a lot about each oth-
er, and I admired the respect and support each 
person showed to her classmates.  

That Shabbat morning was a joy to behold. The 
service was led almost entirely by the class 
members, their spouses, and their children. By 
the time they stood on the bimah, the woman 
had all learned about themselves as Jews, as 

Jewish women, and the role spirituality and 
Jewish worship could play in their lives. Some 
even continued to read Torah or led services on 
the anniversary of the event.  

These are some of the thoughts they shared in 
the program booklet. 

 “Perhaps the most significant perspective 
I’ve learned has been a new awareness of 
the many ways in which we each experience 
spirituality” (Florrie Einhorn, z”l) 

 “I grew up in an Orthodox environment 
where women sat in the back behind a wall 
and played no public part in Jewish ritual…
This Bat Mitzvah ceremony represents the 
tearing down of that wall” (Varda Fink) 

 “It’s very exciting to be part of this group of 
diverse women with a common purpose. 
Our diversity has brought much richness to 
our experience” (Margie Odle) 

 “En route to my Bat Mitzvah, I’ve gained tre-
mendous admiration for our children who 
learned trope and Hebrew in greater depth 
– and far more speedily – than I (Hedy 
Ohringer) 

It gives me great pride that this first effort be-
came the start of many adult classes to follow. I 
want to acknowledge three people whose ad-
vice and participation was important to the de-
velopment of the class. Rabbi Avis Miller 
shared with me some of her experience with a 
class she taught at Adas Israel. Rabbi Emeritus 
A. Nathan Abramowitz supported the program 
and taught some sessions on Jewish beliefs. 
And Madeleine Nesse (z”l) who later joined me 
as co-teacher and helped to grow the program 
to include men and deaf women and men. 

Editor’s note:  for more information about the class 
and reminiscences by some of its members, see the 
April 2022 issue of the Menorah. 
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A Late Bat Mitzvah - Esther Herman 

A little about my Jewish background: I was 

raised after age 6 in a farming community where 

many of the Jews raised chickens as an occupa-

tion, while the non-Jews mainly raised cattle. 

We moved to Petaluma where my maternal 

grandparents had settled so my father could 

learn farming and later move to Palestine with 

his family and fulfill his dream of being a farmer. 

There was a synagogue there, now called Bnai 

Israel, then called the Petaluma Jewish Center. 

My mother had grown up there, too. We had 

about 300 people in the Jewish community, 

most of them from Eastern Europe.. We went to 

Sunday School, had no rabbi or formally trained 

teachers, and the sanctuary only held 40 people. 

On the High Holidays the majority of members 

came to services, so the social hall was set up to 

seat them. My father once took me to Los Ange-

les to observe a Hebrew School, and I was actu-

ally jealous of those kids. At the end of my time 

in Sunday School, I didn’t even know the Hebrew 

alphabet. Most of the members of our communi-

ty except for my parents wanted their children 

to learn  Yiddish, not Hebrew. Everything I 

learned about the holidays was learned from 

What the Moon Brought by Sadie Rose Weiler-

stein. 

I studied about Israel on my own when I had to 

pick a country for a project in my social studies 

class in 7th grade. My father suggested I choose 

Palestine. By the time I ended the school year, I 

needed to change the title of my project to Isra-

el. 

I envied my brother being able to study and cele-

brate his Bar Mitzvah. Years later Gene and I 

sent our children to religious school here at TI so 

they could be educated in Judaism and learn He-

brew. We celebrated Shabbat each week, and 

they all had Bnai Mitzvot, our oldest in Jerusa-

lem, a whole other story. 

In the late 1980s, Cynthia Peterman (I don’t be-

lieve she was yet Peterman.) proposed the first 

women’s Bat Mitzvah class at TI. Ten women 

with varying Jewish backgrounds began to study 

together weekly. For me, it was a struggle, as I 

had little formal education in that sphere. Cyn-

thia gathered together 10 women, about half 

who are here today, Marjorie Greenberg, Mar-

jorie Odle, Susan Morse, Mona Berch, Karen 

Fierst, Hedy Ohringer, Varda Fink,  Florrie Ein-

horn and Harriet Herr, both of blessed memory, 

and myself. We all seemed to look forward to 

our weekly gatherings, schmoozing about our 

families and learning Hebrew and Jewish history 

and culture. As time went on, the class goal came 

to be doing something special with our learning. 

The consensus seemed to be learning Trope and 

reading Torah. More than two years after we 

began, we had a group Bat Mitzvah, reading por-

tions of Parsha Yitro. Each of us took on what 

she thought she could master. 

In the beginning I transliterated Torah sections I 

had learned, and now I can read, however, halt-

ingly. Those thirty years have passed quickly, 

but I no longer have to ask Gene where we are in 

the service, and I can find my place when I’m 

lost.  

Editor’s note:  This is the story Esther told at TI’s cel-

ebration of the 100th anniversary of the first Amer-

ican Bat Mitzvah and commemoration of the TI’s 

first adult Bat Mitzvah class.  If you were in that 

class or any later adult bat mitzvah class, please 

send your story for publication in the Menorah.  In-

clude photos if you have them. 
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https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/shavuot---2022.html
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Volunteer Spotlight - Jared Garelick 

Michele Sumka has run TI’s Mollie L. Berch Li-
brary for more than a decade and is now ready to 
hand off the position to another volunteer or 
group of volunteers. The library, a remarkable 
resource for a synagogue the size of TI, is the leg-
acy of the eponymous Mollie L. Berch herself, 
who started and built it, and ran it for many 
years.  

A year before her death in 2011 Mollie asked 
Michele to help her in the library. Lacking experi-
ence but loving both reading and Mollie, Michele 
agreed. That soon turned into taking the reins 
herself, with the assistance of a committee. 
Michele has tried to run the library in a manner 
that honors Mollie’s vision and priorities. 

At points in the past the library has had some 
paid assistants but the budget for that is gone, 
and Michele has done the work together with 
other volunteers. For the past several years she 
has been helped most by Diana Zurer.  

The library has an acquisition budget funded by 
contributions, often made in someone’s honor. 
Because the books have reached the limit of the 
space, difficult but important deaccession deci-
sions are necessary. Worn out and less used 
books must be cleared to make space for new 
ones.  

Michele has enjoyed the challenge of organizing 
the collection, rearranging the books for maxi-
mum accessibility and ease of browsing.  

Many congregants are unaware that the library 
catalog is accessible on the synagogue website. 
One of the librarian’s jobs is to keep it updated. 

A task associated with the library but done by 
somebody else is the selection of a book to ac-
quire in honor of each B’nai Mitzvah. That job is 
currently done by Shelly Heller (see July/August 
2021 Volunteer Spotlight).  

Michele has had a wide range of volunteer and 
staff roles at TI since joining in 1977. Because 
her husband, Howard Sumka, worked in the For-

eign Service, their time since joining has been in-
terrupted by extended sojourns abroad, includ-
ing years spent in Kenya, Bosnia, and Israel.  

In the late 1980s, Michele was director of the 
preschool that TI ran at the time. In later years 
she taught “Aging to Sageing” classes at TI, help-
ing guide people through the last third of life. She 
also trained in spiritual direction and gave clas-
ses on that topic at TI. Recently, during the pan-
demic, Michele has led Zoom meditation sessions 
on Mondays and Wednesdays at 4 (check with 
Michele before trying to join a session, to see if 
her Zoom account is working). She has spent 
time on TI’s board, and also serves as a floor gab-
bai, a role she is happy that the late Jerry Gold-
berg persuaded her to try.  

Do you love books and libraries? Do you want to 
help maintain TI’s library so that Ti’ers can con-
tinue to enjoy this treasure house of knowledge? 
Contact TI President Sara Goldberg if you’d like 
to take over running the library, or just to volun-
teer to help. Or donate to the Mollie Berch li-
brary fund. A good library doesn’t just happen. 

Thank you, Michele, for your service to TI.  
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School and Youth Happenings - Rabbi Kelley Gludt 

Spring has been a bustling time for TI!   

The Sunday morning kids at Himmelfarb en-

gaged in a construction competition, with three 

teams building a replica of the Second Temple, 

each using a different medium (clay, wood 

blocks and Lego). The final projects were judged 

on historical accuracy, aesthetics, and structur-

al integrity.  Come by the TI lobby and check 

out their spectacular work!   

Himmelfarb also had the opportunity to partici-

pation in a Passover Experience, breaking down 

the 15 steps of the Seder into stations.  The 

children painted matzah for the Afikomen, ex-

plored the myriad of options for karpas, and 

conducted a maztah taste test. (Surprisingly, 

the gluten-free matzah won hands down.)  They 

also enjoyed an identity session taught by our 

Artist in Residence, Matthew Adelberg.  We 

joined with Segulah for a Junior Congregation, 

and we hope to have many more opportunities 

for our kids to daven together next year. 

Between now and the end of the year, the Him-

melfarb crew will learn about the destruction of 

the Temple and the start of Rabbinic Judaism, 

and will video news reports on these events.  

We have an amazing end-of-the-year blow out 

planned for the last day of Religious School on 

May 15!  

Our teens also had the opportunity to work 

with our Artist in Residence, creating “zines” 

about their lifves and the role that Judaism 

plays in it.  Rabbi Werbow and I joined the 

teens at Kick Axe, where we all had a great time 

showing off our hatchet-throwing skills.  Next 

month, the teens will learn about Jewish re-

sponses to proselytizing, before ending the 

school year with a Lag B’Omer bonfire.  As part 

of our observance of Shavuot this year, the 

teens will be invited to join TI’s Tikkun for some 

learning of their own.  

Out tots came together before Passover to get 

their hands dirty making matzah, and they have 

a BBQ scheduled at Sligo Bennington Park on 

May 15.  Auntie A has been keeping Tot Shab-

bat up and moving with Rhythm and Ruach, and 

will be back at TI on May 14 and 28.   

Summer may be around the corner, but there 

are still many opportunities to join your TI 

crew.  Looking forward to seeing you!  

TI’s hatchet throwers at Kick Axe Himmelfarb  Seder Station 

Photos courtesy of Rabbi Kelley 
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Tots Make Matzah - photos by Jeff Peterman 

Himmelfarb Passover Experience 

Photos courtesy of Rabbi Kelley 



        

  May 2022                              Tifereth Israel Menorah                                    Page  10           

UPCOMING & ONGOING EVENTS  

TOT SHABBAT 

Saturdays, May 21 & May 28 at 11:00  am 

Location (playground or indoors) will be announced on Thursdays. 

Join Auntie A and others for a ruach-filled service for tots and their families 

and friends. Enjoy prayer, song, activities, stories, and snack! 

Learn more at: bit.ly/titotshabbat. 

SERVE DINNER AT SHEPHERD'S TABLE 
Sponsored by the Social Action Committee 
Sunday, May 1 at 5:00 pm  
Help serve dinner to homeless individuals on the 1st Sunday of each month. 
Registration required. 
Learn more at bit.ly/TIShepherdsTable.  
 

JEWISH HISTORY ONLINE 
Sponsored by Gevarim 
Sunday, May 1 & 15 at 10:30 am  
Explore the Sephardic diaspora through webinars provided by the Jewish Her-
itage Alliance; post-viewing discussion led by TI's own Allan Tulchin.  
Learn more at bit.ly/SephardicTI22.  

.  

TI RISING IN SONG 
Sponsored by the Ritual Committee 
Thursday, May 5 at 8:00 pm 
TIers are invited to learn and practice joyful, prayerful singing together. Come 
to class with a topic or something you are interested in learning! 
Class meets monthly; drop-ins welcome. 
Learn more at bit.ly/TIrising.  
 
RAIN GARDEN CARE 
Sponsored by the Green Committee 
Sunday, May 15 & June 12 at 10:00 am 
Come dig into the TI rain garden! Each month, volunteers weed and plant, de-
pending on the season. BYO shovel and gloves.  
Learn more at bit.ly/TIgardencare.  

HEBREW TANACH W/ RABBI SEIDEL 
Friday, May 13 & 27 at 11:00 am  
Via Zoom only - no in-person attendance 
Explore Kohelet (Ecclesiastes) using the Tanach, and biblical and Rabbinic 
texts. Ability to read and translate Hebrew without vowels helpful but not re-
quired.  Learn more at bit.ly/TItanach.   

https://bit.ly/titotshabbat
http://bit.ly/TIShepherdsTable
https://bit.ly/SephardicTI22
http://bit.ly/TIrising
http://bit.ly/TIgardencare
https://bit.ly/TItanach
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WEEKLY SERVICE SCHEDULE 

KABBALAT SHABBAT* 

Fridays at 6:30 pm 

At TI, we love to sing, especially on Friday night! Join in TI’s full 

evening service to bring in Shabbat with the community.  

 

 

SHABBAT MORNING SERVICES* 
Saturdays at 9:00 am 

Services are traditional, egalitarian, participatory, 

and led by TI members in partnership with our Rabbi. 

 

 

ZOOMdalah! 

Saturdays after sundown, check calendar for times 

TI's virtual neighborhood gathers via Zoom for a warm 

and welcoming service to bring in the new week. 

 

 

SUNDAY MORNING MINYAN* 

Sundays at 9:15 am 

Start the week by giving your spiritual life a lift! Services are lay-
led, with Rabbi Werbow sharing insights into prayers and ap-
proaching holidays. 

*Attend in the Sanctuary or via Zoom 

  Registration required for in-person attendance. Learn more about in-person services at TI here. 

https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/kabbalat-shabbat--maariv.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/shabbat-morning-services1.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/zoom-dalah-hava-dalah-zoom3.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/sunday-morning-service-zoom---tentative.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/shabbat-morning---registrations.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/presidents-blog.html?post_id=1277766
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SPECIAL EVENTS 

JTS EVENING OF LEARNING 

Co-sponsored by Tifereth Israel 

Sunday, May 15 at 4:30 pm 

Read ancient texts through new lens and learn how diversifying canonical 

texts can help create a more inclusive Jewish community.  

Learn more at bit.ly/JTSLearning22.  

RISING SONG KABBALAT SHABBAT & DINNER 

Sponsored by the Ritual Committee 

Friday, May 20 at 6:30 pm 

"Circle up" in song to a cappella tunes in live harmony. This uplifting and in-

spiring service will catapult our community into a soul-filling Shabbat. Dinner 

to follow. Learn more at bit.ly/RisingShabbatMay. 

UPTOWN SHABBAT 

Friday, May 27 at 6:30 pm 

Join in soulful song with Cantor Robyn Helzner, a leading interpreter of world 

Jewish music.  Guitar will be played during Kabbalat Shabbat.   

Learn more at:  bit.ly/TIUptownShabbat  

GAME NIGHT 

Sponsored by Kol Nashim 

Saturday, May 14 at 7:30 pm 

Enjoy games, snacks, drinks and conversation with the community. All sorts 

of board games will be provided or you can bring your favorites!  

Learn more at bit.ly/TIGameNight22  

AN AFTERNOON OF ART: A TRIBUTE TO BERNIE SHLEIEN 

Sunday, June 12 at 4:00 pm 

Honor TI member Bernie Shleien z”l while enjoying wine, cheese and a retro-

spective of Bernie’s artwork. There will be an auction, as well as a conversation 

about planned giving  and bequests. 

Learn more at bit.ly/TributetoBernie22 

EXILE AND REDEMPTION ACCORDING TO THE CHERNOBYLER REBBE 

Sponsored by Gevarim, Led by Stan Dorn 

Sunday, May 8 at 8:00 pm 

This drop-in class will focus on the drashes of Rebbe Menahem Nahum and 

what the Exodus story can mean to us today.  Learn more at bit.ly/

ExileandRedemptionTI  

https://bit.ly/JTSLearning22
https://bit.ly/RisingShabbatMay
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/uptown-shabbat--robyn-helzner--larry-paul-via-zoom.html
https://bit.ly/TIUptownShabbat
http://bit.ly/TIGameNight22
https://bit.ly/TributetoBernie22
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/a-chassidic-master-interprets-exodus.html
https://bit.ly/ExileandRedemptionTI
https://bit.ly/ExileandRedemptionTI
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Accessibility Fund          In Honor  of 

Jennifer & Joshua Kefer             Alison Acosta’s Bat 
                                                       Mitzvah 

General Donation          In Honor  Of 

Naomi Freeman & Morris Klein   Hannah Seidel & 
                          Michael Scholl’s  
                         Wedding  

John & Lynne List Stephanie Rubin 

Paula Tucker              Hannah Seidel & 
                          Michael Scholl’s  
                          Wedding 

 In Memory Of 

Laura & Sidney Cahn Neil Tickner 

Laurie & Alan Dien Yaillen Neil Tickner  

Morris Klein & Naomi Freeman Neil Tickner 

Arthur Steiger Neil Tickner  

Helping Hands Fund In Memory Of 

Ellen & Mordecai Blaustein Neil Tickner  

Alan & Cynthia Weitz Charlotte Gottlieb 

Marvin Caplan Social Action Fund 

Diana Zurer 

 In Honor Of  

Myrna Goldman Dinknesh Friedman's  
   Bat Mitzvah  

 Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund In Honor Of 

Sheri Blonder Maot Hitin 

James & Sylvana Ehrman  Maot Hitin 

Seth Glabman & Martha Hare Maot Hitin 

Abraham & Dena Greenstein Maot Hitin 

Susan Catler & Keith Secular Maot Hitin 

Yvonne Shashoua & Yochanan  Maot Hitin 
  Sullivan  

Michael & Adele Sumner Maot Hitin 

Peter & Rhoda Trooboff Maot Hitin 

Daniel Steinbrook & Nicole  Maot Hitin  
  Yunger Halpern  

Sharon Cohen & Elliot Rosen   Hannah Seidel & 
                         Michael Scholl’s  
                         Wedding 

Yahrzeit Donations  In Memory Of 

Jon Alterman & Kathy  Dan Zodikoff 
   LaRiviere  

Leonard Bachman Sarah Bachman 

David & Helene Emsellem Larry Rozanski 

Ernie Englander Hyman Shulman  

Barry & Karen Fierst Joseph & Emilie 
   Boyars 

Eliot & Traci Goldberg  Goldie Back Goldberg,  
   Bette Fargotstein,  
   Michael Goldberg  

Lynn Golub-Rofrano & Joseph  Joseph J Rofrano 
  Rofrano 

Sally Hausman & Eli Nadel Sadie Kaplan 

Jeffrey Hiltner & Shannon  Anthony Koiro 
  Johnson Hiltner 

Jean & Sidney Kahanov Great Uncle Ed  
   Reamer 

Rich Kruger & Naimah  Israel Kruger 
  Weinberg 

Stephen Meltzer Harry Meltzer, Clara  
   Garner 

Josephine Mickelson Samuel Mickelson 

Elaine Miller David Lewis Miller 

Adele & Raymond Natter David Einsiedler 

Andrew Reamer Irving Reamer 

Susan Catler & Keith Secular Richard Secular 

Jevera Temsky Milton Nurenburg,  
   Morton Temsky 

Susan Vitale Julia Mohn Vitale  
   Drake 

Arthur Weissbrodt Abe Weissbrodt  

Donations 
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Nayes un Mechayes- Melissa Perera 

Travel and Accomplishments 

Amira Handwerker was part of the Moot Beit 
Din high school team that placed 2nd in their divi-
sion of this worldwide competition, facing teams 
from Rockville, Los Angeles, and an international 
BBYO team. The competition took place at Pearl-
stone Center. 

Charlotte Goldberg and Simone Kimelman-
Block were both part of the cast of Blair High 
School's production of In the Heights  in April. 
Simone played Camilla and Charlotte was part of 
the ensemble and helped with the production's 
choreography.  Photos by Blair HS. 

Diana Zurer is having a busy few months. In Feb-
ruary she and Jim spent two weeks in Southern 
CA, celebrating Jim's 80th birthday. Sons Michael 
and Seth and their families live in LA and River-
side respectively, and DC son Jonathan and his 
wife Lisa also came out for the occasion. It was 
wonderful. PS: Diana is not moving to CA. 

In early April Diana and Jim organized and hosted 
a reunion of their Peace Corps group. From 1965
-67, 56 community development volunteers 
served in Thailand, the 12th group of PCVs in the 
country. 18 former volunteers plus spouses 
caught up, reminisced, remembered those no 
longer with us, ate together, met with folks from 
the Thai desk at State, PC and the National Asso-

ciation of returned volunteers, did some sight-
seeing and had a briefing at the Royal Thai Em-
bassy with the ambassador. Whew! A great time 
was had by all. 

After over 25 years of hosting large Pesach fami-
ly seders, they've passed the baton to the next 
generation and travelled to Boca Raton, FL for 
Pesach. Family members from London, Hawaii, 
Maine, NY, OH and more, were together again. 

From April 25 to May 25 Diana and Jim will re-
turn to Italy. They've spent at least a month there 
annually since 1993 and COVID has prevented 
them from going for the past 3 years. Jim's retire-

ment career as an Italian trip planner has meant 
they had to go for research. A tough job but 
someone's got to do it. They are really looking 
forward to revisiting some favorites - Turin, Leri-
ci, San Quirico d'Orcia and Rome and staying in 
two towns new to them, Asti and Piacenza.  

Seth Glabman and Martha Hare would like to 
share their celebration of Seth's receiving his 
PhD in Curriculum and Instruction from the Uni-
versity of Maryland (College of Education). Seth 
is already using the insights he has gained from 
writing this dissertation in his music classrooms. 
They would like to thank their dear TI family for 
the many good wishes they have already re-
ceived. 

 

(Continued on page 15) 

Simone Kimelman-Block 

Charlotte Goldberg 

Simone Kimelman-Block 
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Sad News 

William C. Moyer, father of Tifereth Israel member 
Alene Moyer (Aviel Roshwald), and grandfather of 
Martin Hood and Joseph Hood, died on April 10, 
2022, 9 Nisan 5782, after a short illness. He had just 
celebrated his 85th birthday on April 5. 

William (“Bill”) was born in Dallas, Texas, and was a 
lover of poetry, music, gardening, and wildlife. As a 
young man, he was an amateur race car driver. His 
career as a government contractor took him all over 
the world, but his favorite place was England, where 
he could peruse antique pewter, and enjoy the local 
pubs. He began to collect pewter many years ago, 
eventually donating much of his collection to Colonial 
Williamsburg, VA. 

In his retirement Bill wrote family histories for the 
Moyer family, became a licensed sea captain, and ex-
panded his love of collecting to antique MG racing 
cars, and even, for a time, Scottish Highland cattle. 
He was an avid researcher of all things car-related, 
and did his own repairs and rebuilds of his antique 
cars, even up to his final days. Bill lived with his wife, 
Ann Lesley, on the Eastern Shore of Maryland. The 

family will greatly miss his humor, his storytelling, 

and his occasional singing and spontaneous poetry 
recitation.  

May the family be comforted and his memory be a 

blessing. 

Nayes un Mechayes - continued 

https://bit.ly/JTSLearning22
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http://bit.ly/TributetoBernie22
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At our April meeting we discussed Norman Le-
brecht’s Genius and Anxiety. Some readers enjoyed 
Lebrecht’s gossipy manner and the way he 
brought disparate ideas together.  Others disliked 
his approach.  Lebrecht’s day job is as a reviewer 
and columnist on classical music.  His columns are 
marked by strong opinions plainly stated, along 
with a measure of gossip. 

May's book is  The Puttermesser Papers, a novel by 
Cynthia Ozick.  Five episodes, some realistic and 
some fantastic, in the life of a single Jewish lawyer 
in New York, named Ruth Puttermesser.  Trans-
cendent, layered and fascinating.  A few library 
copies but easy to find used and new. 

June's book:  A Rosenberg by Any Other Name: A 
History of Jewish Name Changing in America, by 
Kirsten Fermaglich.  The author examined many 
name-change petitions submitted by Jews, discov-
ering patterns and reasons that contradict the 
false narrative of name changes at Ellis Island.  
May sound dull, but definitely is not.   

July's book: Nemesis, a novel by Phillip Roth. A 
young Jewish man in Newark leads a summer rec-
reation program during the polio epidemic in 
1944/5, against the backdrop of the last part of 
WWII.  The novel focuses on the effects of the epi-
demic on him, his charges, and the community.  
Plenty of parallels to contemporary issues.   

August's book: The Blessing and the Curse: the Jew-
ish People and Their Books in the Twentieth Century, 
by Adam Kirsch. What's better than a book?  A 
book about books, including some that the book 
group has discussed.  An erudite and accessible 
survey of Jewish life and culture in the twentieth 
century, as reflected in important books.   

We meet at 7:30, for now over Zoom.   As the 
weather improves and COVID poses less of a 
threat, we will reconsider meeting in person. 
Meetings last until 9pm, or until we run out of 
things to say.  This rarely happens.  We are TI! 

Our meetings are open to everyone interested in 

talking about books, not just TI members.  So if you 
have friends who might enjoy the kind of books we 
read, bring them along. Also including those who 
have not finished (or even started) the book.  We 
make no commitment to avoid spoilers, however. 

If you are not on the evite list, please contact 
Janice Mehler (contact information in the TI direc-
tory) to be added.  RSVPs are not absolutely nec-
essary until we start meeting at members’ homes, 
but being on the list gets you timely reminders and 
an email with the Zoom link. 

Here’s the secret: we use the same Zoom  link 
every month.   So save the link someplace, and you 
won’t have to search for it every month.   

I look forward to seeing many of you at these 
meetings. 

Kol Nashim Book Group - Jessica Weissman 

Funeral Practices Committee 
Always On-Call 

 

Chaverim of the Funeral Practices Committee 
are on call to provide counsel and services to 
synagogue members and their dependents.  
 
In the event of a death, before contacting the 
funeral home please contact one of the 
following chaverim or the TI  office (202-882-
1605).  
 
 Shelly Heller      h: 301-942-1836 
                w: 202-994-5906 
                c:  301-996-2704 
 
 Marcia Goggin     w: 301-754-1963 
                c: 301-792-1063  
 
 Bruce Heppen       h: 301-299-3255 
                  c:  202-997-1890 
                  w:703-417-8983 

tel:301-299-3255
tel:202-997-1890
tel:703-417-8983
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TI Afghan Refugee Welcome Home Project - Bob Feron 

Our commitment to tikkun olam – healing and repairing the world – reflects TI’s progressive concern 
for both the local community and world around us—a concern that is needed now more than ever. This 
May we have several opportunities to act on these Jewish values. Many TI members have more free 
time in May, June and July than earlier in the year. This month we request your personal support to 
overcome the two main obstacles that so far have delayed the launch of our TI Refugee Welcome 
Home Project.  

• We need a few adult TI volunteers who are prepared to help physically move donated furniture 
on a Sunday, or perhaps very late on a Spring weekday afternoon. Once or twice would be most 
helpful. We’ve already received many offers of donated furniture in great condition that we have-
n’t been able to accept because we haven’t yet identified enough eager and able-bodied TI volun-
teers. This means that this month we need you as a volunteer. 

• We need a lead volunteer to coordinate this furniture-moving team. This could be you.  We’ve 
already identified coordinators for all donations of food, kitchen items and other household 
goods, but we still need someone who can coordinate the furniture. 

• We still need several hundred dollars of donated funds to pay for the short-term rental of a suita-
ble storage space where we can hold the donated furniture and household supplies for several 
weeks before moving everything into the designated apartment for a refugee family (or families). 
These donated funds would also pay for the rental of a truck or van to move everything, if neces-
sary. Click here to donate to this project through the Marvin Caplan Social Action Fund.  We can 
also hire people to move the furniture. 

As background, we intend to put our Jewish values into action by mobilizing to finally launch this TI 
Refugee Welcome Home Project, in cooperation with the International Rescue Committee (IRC). We 
intend to do this by mobilizing a team of TI volunteers who will collect and store all the essential furni-
ture, goods and food to stock an apartment for one family of recently-arrived refugees. The IRC staff 
will locate and pay for this apartment for the first 90 days, probably in Prince George’s County. After 
that, the family itself will pay the rent. IRC staff members provide support to job search efforts by the 
adults in recently-arrived families. 

Our role as volunteers for the TI Refugee Welcome Home Project will be to fill the empty rental apart-
ment with everything that a recently-arrived family of refugees needs to have to feel at home. We can 
do this and do it well.  

Please contact us if you can help as a volunteer. If you can lend a hand one of these ways, please email 
either Bob Feron or Gene Herman (or both) to express your desire to help. If you previously sent us an 
email, but haven’t yet received a detailed response, please email us again this week.  

A few months from now, it should be possible for TI volunteers to work directly with Afghan refugees. 
Some tasks can be done remotely, but others will involve in-person visits. You can select whatever is 
most comfortable for you. 

 If I am not for myself, then who will be for me? 
And if I am only for myself, what am I? 

And if not now, when? 
– Rabbi Hillel 

https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/form/make-a-donation.html
mailto:TIsocialaction@tifereth-israel.org
mailto:gene511@aol.com
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Social Action Volunteer Opportunities  
Gene & Esther Herman 

 Serving Dinner at Shepherd’s Table 

Join a group of Tiers who have volunteered to 

serve dinner once a month to homeless individu-

als in our community. TI is committed to serve on 

the first Sunday of each month (June 5, July 3, Au-

gust 7, September 4, October2, November 6, De-

cember 4). Each shift starts at 5 P.M. and ends at 

7:30 P.M. In April 135 meals were served. TI-ers 

who have participated in the past indicated that 

the experience was rewarding whether they 

cleared tables or served the meal.  

We encourage you to be part of this ongoing ac-

tivity.  The age limit is 13 and above. Each shift 

consists of ten volunteers.  To volunteer you need 

to register with Shepherd’s Table and then select 

a specific date or dates.   Use  this link  http://

tiferethisrael.shepherdstable.volunteer-hub.com/ 

TI is a community-oriented congregation and this 

is one way to continue that tradition. Contact 

Gene Herman with questions. 

 Tutoring at Shepherd Elementary School 

For over 20 years TI ran a program which provid-

ed tutoring for students of our neighborhood 

Shepherd Elementary School. The program con-

tinued until the pandemic. Students received an 

hour of one on one help with homework, reading, 

math, etc.  Both adults and teenagers can provide 

assistance to the students. We are thinking of re-

starting the tutoring again starting in the fall of 

2022.  

Tobi McFarland previously served as one of the 

coordinators of this program. At this point she will 

need help to enable tutoring to begin again. We 

are hoping to find congregants who are willing to 

help coordinate and/or participate as a tutor. 

Please consider being part of the program. Con-

tact Tobi or Gene Herman. 

TI’s April Shepherd’s Table volunteers.   Photo by Dione Pereira 

http://tiferethisrael.shepherdstable.volunteerhub.com/
http://tiferethisrael.shepherdstable.volunteerhub.com/
mailto:gene511@aol.com
mailto:tobimc3@gmail.com
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Tikkun Leil Shavuot Presenters Needed - Mark Berch 

Have you learned about some Jewish topic and 

want to give a presentation on it? Or would you like 

to hear some of this? One of the most distinctive 

Jewish study forms is the TIKKUN LEIL  SHAVU-

OT, a study session on the eve of Shavuot. We are 

resuming the in-person Tikkun in 2022.  Except for 

the presenters, there’s no preparation to do in ad-

vance. Just tell yourself that, for one night, or part 

of a night, or even just one hour, you will give your-

self over to learning. This year it's the evening 

of Saturday, June 4, 2022.  Presentations on any 

Jewish topic are welcome. 

We'll be doing it as we have in the past, jointly with 

Ohev Sholom and hopefully a few other outfits. At-

tendees will likely will have a choice of 2 or more 

presenters for most or all sessions.  Most people 

don't stay the entire night, but each year, people 

are surprised at how long they do stay.  After it’s 

over, we hope to have an early morning service. Re-

freshments are served during the night.  

I am seeking presenters. The time slots have histor-

ically been in the 40-55 minute range, but the 

schedule has not yet been set. Slots are available, 

first come, first serve. If you cannot present in per-

son but can via Zoom, let me know. At this early 

point in time, it’s not certain if we will be set up for 

this.  I will provide more details once available. 

If you are interested in presenting please email me 

Mark L. Berch (best) or call at 301-681-7625.  

Study Mussar During the Omer - Martha Hare 
Wednesday evenings from 7-8:30 pm on Zoom, May 4, 11, 18, 25 and June 1.  

Mussar is a centuries old Jewish spiritual practice that supports the cultivation of an ethical life. The 
central cornerstone of Mussar is to "love your neighbor as yourself." Through carefully crafted curricu-
lum, students awaken to a Jewish spirituality that is generous, compassionate, and life-affirming. Stu-
dents learn to create stronger and more positive relationships in every sphere of their lives. It is a great 
way to prepare for the holiday associated with the revelation at Mt. Sinai, the giving of Torah, Shavuot.  
Shavuot is also associated with the first fruits (why we count the omer), so a course entitled Seeds of 
Mussar is very appropriate.  Using a curriculum crafted by the Center for Contemporary Mussar (CCM), 
we will focus on a few key middot (psychospiritual characteristics), engage in Omer-oriented medita-
tion, and learn the basics of the transformative Mussar practice. CCM is unique in its use of the philoso-
phy of Emmanuel Levinas, and although we won’t delve into his philosophy in the Seeds course, some-
one with a philosophical bent will enjoy seeing how Levinas’ focus on the other has been melded into 
centuries old Mussar traditional teaching and then updated in the context of the 21st century. For me, 
the CCM program has provided tools for soul work through encouraging self-care, Jewish study and 
encountering the other with an attitude of service that has made the latter feel lighter even in this bro-
ken world.  

Here is a link for more information and to register: https://contemporarymussar.org/new-students-
courses/ (scroll down a bit or explore the website for more information on the practice of Mussar) or 
email me.   

TI Member Martha Hare, PhD (anthropology), DMin (Jewish Spirituality) is a Madricha under the auspices of CCM 
who uses her training in yoga to create safe embodied spaces for Jewish group process, and her years as a profes-
sional community-engaged researcher to build community within these groups.  

mailto:Mark%20L.%20Berch%20mberch@mac.com?subject=Tikkun%20Presentation
https://contemporarymussar.org/new-students-courses/
https://contemporarymussar.org/new-students-courses/
mailto:mtaibe@verizon.net
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It’s Game On at Tifereth Israel, with Kol Nashim 
and Gevarim finally getting to host the in-person 
Game Night on May 14th at 7:30 pm. There will be 
an hour of games that will not require writing such 
as Charades or Botticelli.  Good snacks plus liba-
tions supplied by Gevarim will as always be a fea-
ture. Then we’ll have Havdalah, followed by board 
games, poker and the possibility of an Eiffel Tower 

built from Legos.  Be prepared for convivial con-
versation, silly jokes and fun activities for TI chil-
dren too.  

KN Board members were delighted to vote Varda 
Fink in as a new member of the Board.  Louise Par-
ker Kelley was elected president. The next board 
meeting will be via Zoom on May 11th.   

Gevarim - Andrew Reamer 
Jewish History Online 

Sefarad: A Journey Through Time and Space  

Sunday, May 1-- 10:30 am-12:15 pm • via Zoom (see TI calendar for link) 

According to some traditions, Jewish life on the Iberian Peninsula began during the time of King Solomon, 
though modern scholars believe that it likely originated some time during the Roman Empire. From the Gold-
en Age of Spanish Jewry under Muslim rule, through centuries of persecution, forced conversion and ulti-
mately Expulsion, the compelling story of Sefarad lives on until today. Presented by Dr. Isaac Amon, Director 
of Research & Project Development at Jewish Heritage Alliance. Sponsored by the National Library of Israel.  

Sunday, May 15 -- 10:30 am-12:15 pm • via Zoom (see TI calendar for link) 

The Converso Comeback: In the Footsteps of Hispanic Crypto-Jews (Bnei Anusim)  

The Miami Israeli Parliament and Jewish Heritage Alliance host presentations by  and conversation 
with: Ashley Perry (Perez), President of Reconectar, dedicated to reconnecting descendants of Sepharad 
Jews with Israel; and Genie Milgrom, a Cuban-born, Catholic-raised Seferad genealogist and researcher, past 
president of the Jewish Genealogical Society of Greater Miami, and past president of the Society for Crypto-
Judaic Studies. 

Exile and Redemption, According  to the Chernobyler Rebbe  

Sunday, May 8 -- 8:00 pm--9:00 pm • Session 4 • via Zoom (see TI calendar for link) 

According to the early Chassidic master Rebbe Menahem Nahum of Chernobyl, each of us experiences exile 
and redemption many times in life. This four-part drop-in class led by Stan Dorn covers inspiring, spiritual 
understandings of what the Exodus story can mean to us today. The main text will be The Light of the Eyes: 
Homilies on the Torah, a translation of Rebbe Menahem Nahum's drashes, published by Arthur Green. No 
background or Hebrew knowledge required.  

Kol Nashim 
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May  Yahrzeitn 

Apr. 29 & 30 

5/1 David Brooks 

 Israel Kruger 

 Harry Meltzer 

5/2 Michael Berch 

 Pauline M. Gross 

 Gussie Isicson 

 Arnold Kritz 

 Anne L. Landau 

 Dorothy Yoffey Naftalin 

 Marjorie Rosenthal 

5/3 Alice D. Abramson 

 Sarah Bachman 

 Tess Cogen 

 Bessie Hayman 

 Morris Krakow 

 Mildred Landay 

 Libby Mead 

 Fannie Sidman 

 Frieda Weissman 

5/4 Laura S. Berch 

 Kathy Davidson 

 Sue Hoffman 

 Stanley Gerald Jeweler 

 Percy Marcus 

 Deborah Reitberg 

 Benjamin Rosenthal 

 William A. Schainker 

 Steven Schlesinger 

5/5 Bernard Cohen 

 Samuel Leidman 

 Sara Marks 

 Morris Pincus 

 Sonia B. Steppa 

5/6 Miriam Barshefsky 

 Abraham Danenberg 

 Anne Franks 

 Isaac Kahn 

 Shirley Sternstein 

May 6 & 7 

5/7 Herman H. Baum 

 Anne Berenter 

 Joseph Cherner 

 Louis Jacob Hollander 

 Michael Alan Kornstein 

 Joseph Mulitz 

 Selma Saxe 

5/8 Ziegmund Freifeld 

 Marion Yetta Gilman 

 Rabbi Mel Glazer 

 Jennie Leonard 

 Jane Schwartz 

 Elsa Temple 

 Morton Temsky 

5/9 Rosalie Finkelstein 

 Ethel K. Roads 

 Joseph Rod 

5/10 Pearl Pauline Berenter 

 Sara Berlin 

 Benjamin Bojankosky 

 Sadie Kaplan 

5/11 D. Lilian Peterman 

 Sam Simler 

 Rubin Turner 

 Annie Wagshal 

5/12 Susan Lea Brown 

 Alan H. Mehler 

 Irving Reamer 

 Sidney Rothenberg 

5/13 Samuel Cohen 

 Rosalind Starrels 
   Greenwald 

 Adeline Hoosin Milton 

May 13 & 14 

5/14 Max Louis Friedman 

 Celia Meltzer 

 Mary Shankman 

 Florence "Babe"  
   Unterweger 

5/15 Erwin Alpern 

 Hyman J. Baker 

 Harold Cohen 

 Abraham Katz 

 Marcella Rothenberg 

5/16 Samuel Alterman 

 Joseph Axelrod 

 Seymour E. Kabaker 

 Louis Klaben 

 Morris Kreps 

 Dorothy Waller Stone 

 Robert Stone 

 Sadie Temsky 

5/17 Evelyn Raphael Flug 

 Joe Grabia 

 Ruthellen Holtz 

 Richard Herbert Le Vine 

 Fanny Lounsbury 

 Leo Arie Penn 

 Sarah B. Tenn 

5/18 Sarah Friedman 

 Rev. Abraham Kalmus 

 Mary Mintz 

5/19 Susie Abramowitz 

 Selma Bokor 

 Sidney A. Cohen 

 Paul Greenberg 

 Benjamin B. Siegel 

 Janet Spector 

5/20 Eva Gumenick 

 Deba Harrison 

 Emma Meyer 

 Malvina Miller 

 Harry Penn 

 Jacob Rodenstein 

 Evelyn Salz 

 Frieda Woll 

May 20 & 21 

5/21 Anna Bookin 

 Allan Jeweler 

 Sarah Mincosky 

 Madeline Nesse 

 Min Parson 
(Continued on page 23) 

Editor’s note:  We list upcoming yahrzeitn based on ShulCloud records, under the Shabbat dates when the 
name is recited and by the yahrzeit date.  
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May Yahrzeitn continued 

5/22 Gussie Brenner 

 Benjamin C. Glass 

 Morris Needle 

5/23 Katherine Gandel 

 Lewis Orloff 

5/24 Harry Bender 

 Pearl Bloom 

 Mae Dodek 

 Lionel Kestenbaum 

 Annette Rosen 

 Rose Esther White 

5/25 Eli Contract 

 Anna Cowan 

 Lafayette F. Davis, II 

 Wolfe "Todd" Filderman 

 Marlene Kahal 

 Ruth Botkin Morse 

 Fannie J. Rovin 

 Philip D. Sussan 

5/26 Evelyn Berger 

 Judith Zark Kress 

 Philip Paul 

 Nathan Steffel 

 Mitchell Stein 

5/27 Sam Eden 

 Dora Forman 

 Rebecca S. Klein 

May 27 & 28 

5/28 Katie Balliet 

 Ngaere Baxter 

 Joseph Feigelis 

 Alan Lee Isicson 

5/29 Nizha Massri 

 Stacy Pass 

 Tillie Toby Siegel 

 Rabbi B. Reuben  
   Weilerstein 

5/30 Irving J. Abramowitz 

 Abraham Bleicher 

 Solomon Krivo 

 Helen Landau 

 Libe Poms 

 Jacob Shapiro 

5/31 Stanley Fox 

 Rebecca Marrow 

 Anna Mondschein 

 Anna Rose 

Naomi Friedman, Lisa Goldring, Adrienne Torrey, Fylis Peckham, Francie Kranzberg and Stan Dorn cook-

ing in the TI kitchen for Dinknesh Friedman’s Bat Mitzvah.  Photo by Carla Ellern, who also helped cook. 
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B’nai Mitzvah  

Hi! My name is Leora Blumenthal and I go to Silver Spring 

International Middle School. I have 2 older siblings, Aviva 

and Cyrus, and a loveable dog named Kesem. I have 

worked really hard to prepare for Bat Mitzvah. I couldn't 

have done it without my amazing tutor, Yael Uhr. Also, I 

am very grateful to all of my Himmelfarb School teachers. 

I love dancing, softball, reading, friends and CAMP 

RAMAH! For my Mitzvah Project, I have been volunteer-

ing with Immigrant Refugee Outreach Center (IROC). We 

have "adopted" a family that just arrived from Afghani-

stan. I am organizing a donation drive to help them. If you 

are interested, here is link to the items they need:  

https://www.amazon.com/registries/
custom/2Z7LTB1METC3Q/guest-view   

Thank you!  

Greetings! My name is Miriam Torrey-Coffidis, and I am 

a 7th grade student at Eastern Middle School in Silver 

Spring. Previously, I went to Milton Gottensman 

(formerly known as JPDS) for six years. I love to read, 

write and use my imagination. Becoming a bat mitzvah 

is a big deal, and it’s something I have been thinking 

about a lot lately. I want to step into the role of being a 

Jewish adult with passion, love, and of course, carrying 

on the Jewish traditions I have grown up with. However, 

I think that this is something I could never do alone. 

Which is why I want to thank my friends and family, es-

pecially my parents, Joel Coffidis and Adrienne Torrey, 

for always being supportive and encouraging. And my 

bat mitzvah tutor, Pam Sommers, for being the most 

amazing person ever, guiding me to this point, and mak-

ing my Wednesday afternoons something I looked for-

ward to with ruach. Lastly, to my congregation, for be-

ing my Jewish foundation, and for creating a warm, wel-

coming environment. I am so thankful that I am able to 

celebrate this special day with so many people that are 

important to me, despite the pandemic. Thank you to 

everyone who will be joining me, I am very excited to 

celebrate my simcha with all of you!  

https://www.amazon.com/registries/custom/2Z7LTB1METC3Q/guest-view
https://www.amazon.com/registries/custom/2Z7LTB1METC3Q/guest-view
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Pidyon HaBen Coins and Tokens – State of Israel Issues  
Simcha Kuritzky 

There are few taxes in the Torah that are paid in silver, 
although Deuteronomy 14:25-26 mentions that pilgrims can 
bring silver from home to buy animal sacrifices near the 
Temple rather than lead the animal all the way from home.  
Back then, silver was traded in ingots and rings, and cut to the 
needed size for a transaction; coins weren’t introduced to the 
Land of Israel until the Persian period.  One tax is the half 
shekel Temple tax, but the other, which seems to be an after-
thought, is the pidyon haben or redemption of the first-born 
son.  In Exodus chapter 13 we are told the firstborn sons 
belong to God because God slew the firstborn males of Egypt 
and saved those of Israel.  Originally, the sons who were the firstborn of their mothers were to serve in the 
sanctuary, but in Numbers 3:12 God chooses the Levites instead of all the firstborn because only the tribe 
of Levi stayed completely loyal to God during the sin of the Golden Calf. 

Five Biblical shekels are believed to have contained 57 grams of pure silver, though the Talmud (Kedushin 
11a) specifies that the heavier shekels of Tyre (65 grams) are the only acceptable coins for Biblically 
mandated payments.  Jews have generally used local coinage for the redemption.  For example, the 
Shulkhan Arukh, Joseph Caro's foundational work on Jewish law published in 1565, put the value at two 
thalers (then 58 grams).  A century-old British prayer book suggests 15 shillings sterling (78.5 grams), 
while modern U.S. prayer books suggest 5 silver dollars (120 grams).  Israel's chief rabbis have ruled the 
minimum is between 93 and 100 grams.  Other rabbis permit the use of modern base-metal coinage but 
not paper money.  No special medals or coins were made until the Nineteenth Century. 

    

Israel never issued any silver coins for circulation, though silver versions of their 250 pruta trade coin and 
a similar 500 pruta coin were minted in 1951-53 (dated 5709), ten of which could have been used for 
pidyon haben, as each coin contained 12.5 grams of pure silver.  There was even a proposal for the 500 
pruta to include the Hebrew inscription Half Shekel, but the issued coins did not include it and there's no 
evidence Israelis used these coins for Biblically mandated payments such as the annual Temple tax or 
pidyon haben.  The Jewish State decided there was enough demand for pidyon haben tokens that they 
started issuing coins in 1970 and both the Ashkenazi and Sephardi Chief Rabbis certified their fitness for 
this use.  These coins were issued just after Rosh Hashanah and retired on December 31 of the next year, 
so each year's coins were available for purchase for about 15 months.  The Hebrew year on the coins 
agrees with the beginning of this period and the Gregorian year agrees with the end of this period.  There 
are multiple obverses for each type because Israel varied the location of the dates, coat of arms, and 
country names year by year.  The initial denomination was 10 lirot, which coincidentally became the face 

(Continued on page 27) 
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Pidyon HaBen Coins and Tokens continued 

value of the Israel sheqel in 1980. 

 

The first three years (1970-72) all have the same obverse design:  two arches representing the two 
tablets for the Ten Commandments, a large ( תפדה כל בכור בניךExodus 34:20 …all the firstborn sons…
you shall redeem) and below a small  פדיו מטבע )0הבן redemption of the son coin).  The reverses all have 
different configurations of coat-of-arms, date, denomination and country name.  These coins each 
contain 23.4 grams of pure silver. 

 

The next three years (1973-75) show an oval tray holding five shekel coins of the First Revolt (three 
portray the cup side and two the pomegranate branch side).  The same passage from Exodus  כל כבור בניך

מטבע פדיון הבן  appears between the coins on the tray, while the firstborn redemption coin legendתפדה 

appears in large letters to the right.  Again, the reverses all have different inscription configurations.  
The 1973 reverse includes the extra inscription ( שנת כ״ה למדינהyear 25 of the State).  The 1973 and 
1974 coins have the denomination 10 lirot, which was raised to 25 lirot in 1975 (though they sold for 
much more) to keep the face value above the silver value. 

 

(Continued on page 28) 
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Pidyon HaBen Coins and Tokens continued  

With the market for pidyon haben coins saturated, the Bank of Israel sold off their excess stock of coins 
rather than mint new ones. Then the Hunt Brothers pushed the price of silver to $50 a Troy ounce (31.1 
grams), making new issues unprofitable.  By 1982, silver was back below $10 an ounce and Israel began 
minting state medals for pidyon haben, which have no dates and thus have been minted as needed to the 
current day.  There are now two designs of medals to choose from.  The first token is lighter than the coins, 
containing only 20.57 grams of pure silver. The obverse shows five pomegranate branches (symbolic of the 
five shekels) and the chalice from the First Revolt shekel coins surrounded by a fancy wreath of grapes, 
wheat, figs, barley, pomegranates, dates and olives, known collectively as the seven species mentioned in 
Deuteronomy 8:8.  The reverse has the inscription  בשקל ופדויו מבן חדש תפדה בערכך כסף חמשת שקלים

במדבר יח׳טז׳ ) הקדש From a month old shall you redeem for five silver shekels of the sanctuary Numbers 
18:16) and in English PIDYON HABEN MEDAL.  In 2005, the Israel Government Coins and Medals 
Corporation created a new pidyon haben token.  showing a child on a tray (like the one shown on the 1973-
5 coins) held by two hands, and five Bar Kokhba shekel coins with the inscription ( כֹור  Exodusַקּדׁש־ִליָכל־בְּ
13:2 Sanctify all firstborns to Me).  The shekel coins all portray the obverse design which many believe 
represents the Temple in Jerusalem.  The reverse is the same as on the Aleppo Codex commemorative 
medals, with a long Hebrew inscription that includes the last portion of the Torah.  The designer says that 
the pidyon haben ceremony shows the modern Jewish connection to the Bible as represented by the 
millennium-old Aleppo Codex, one of the oldest known copies of the Bible with diacritical and punctuation 
marks.  It is perhaps for this reason that this medal includes the nekudot in its Hebrew pidyon haben 
inscription.  The 37mm medal contains 24.05 grams of pure silver. 

 

In addition to coins and medals, the Israel Government Coins and Medals Corporation issued olivewood 

boxes with the certificate shown here for five-coin sets to be used for the pidyon haben ceremony.  They 

have spaces for a scribe to enter the name of the child, mother and father, date of birth and redemption, 

and signature of the father and priest.  The lower section includes signatures of the rabbis certifying the 

silver content of the coins. 

Since tens of thousands of these coins and tokens were minted, they are readily available on the secondary 

market, sometimes for a small premium over the silver value.  Many are still sold as sets in olivewood 

boxes with the original certificates. 
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