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From the President: Sara Goldberg 
As we continue more and more in-person activities, 
I’m excited to share the return of some TI classics 
this summer. 

Our monthly Birthday/Anniversary Kiddush will re-
sume in August. If you or a family member is having 
a birthday or wedding anniversary, we hope you’ll 
make a small donation in honor of the occasion. The 
names of everyone being honored will be included 
on a special cake at Kiddush lunch. It’s a great and 
sweet way to celebrate with the community. You can donate as you go, or 
make a donation to cover all your celebrations for the whole year at once at 

(Continued on page 2) 

From the Rabbi: Rabbi Michael Werbow  

Summer is here. With that, one thing we know about DC is that it is going to 
be hot. And, as you have heard, the sanctuary AC is out, shot, kaput. Parts 
were ordered quite some time ago but have not arrived. So, as we have 
learned so well from the pandemic, what do we do? We pivot. We make 
plans to carry on. And, if the first time we try something, it doesn’t work so 
well, we make changes and try again. 

This past Shabbat was the first week we moved into the 
Cherner auditorium for our Saturday morning service. 
Thanks to Sheri and Carlos, working to set up a new 
layout, things went well. Maybe it was a bit cramped 
around the shulchan when we went to lift the Torah but 
that was a pretty small thing. I scouted out (appropriate 
for this past week’s parasha) where we could fit in 
about a dozen or fifteen more chairs but I would guess 
that there will still be people who are more comforta-
ble sitting up outside of the well and that works too. 

This move to the Cherner is not one that we would have chosen to take but 
it is the result of a need. There is a familiar phrase that “necessity is the 
mother of invention.” Just as the Covid pandemic led us to adapt, so too will 

(Continued on page 3) 
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From the President - continued 
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munity has a minyan for saying kaddish. Watch 
your inbox for your assigned week and more in-
formation. 

Speaking of Friday nights, I’m thrilled that we’ll 
continue monthly dinners to accompany our Ris-
ing Song Kabbalat Shabbat services, and we 
hope to add other dinners as the year progress-
es. The next Rising Song dinner will be July 15, 
and I encourage you to attend. It’s a lovely way 
to spend a Friday evening. As food prices have 
risen considerably, we have increased the cost 
of individual meals, while retaining a cap for 
families. However, we want this community din-
ner accessible to as many members as possible, 
so we’ll be making some changes to the registra-
tion form. If the set cost of the dinner is beyond 
your means, there will be a simple way for you to 
indicate how much you can pay. For those who 
can, there will also be a way to donate to help 
support the costs of the dinner. 

I hope you’ll continue to reach out to me with 
any ideas or questions you have. Feel free to 
send an email to TIPresident@Tifereth-
Israel.org or find me at kiddush lunch. Have a 
wonderful summer. I hope to see you at TI soon! 

 

B’shalom, 

Sara Goldberg 

https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/simchakiddush 

Also making a comeback will be our Friday night minyan groups. Since resuming in-person services 
we have struggled to make a minyan in-person on most Friday nights. By designating members to 
join Friday night services each week, we enhance the joy of welcoming Shabbat and ensure our com-

Why a pink stiletto?  

See page 6. 

mailto:mwerbow@tifereth-israel.org
mailto:anabramowitz@verizon.net
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From the Rabbi - continued 
the breaking down of the sanctuary air conditioning.  

The need to adjust is long rooted in our tradition as well. We know that our people have regularly 
needed to adapt to the new situations in which they found themselves. This is true even of the 
development of our core texts. The Mishnah, Talmud and the Midrash are typically referred to as 
the “Oral Law.” Conversely, the Torah was the “Torah sh’bikhtav” (the written Torah). The Mish-
nah moves from an oral tradition to a written one at the beginning of the 3rd century CE. This was 
undertaken by Rabbi Yehudah Ha-Nasi (Judah the Prince) shortly after the Bar Kokhba revolt in 
132-135 CE. The concern was that after so much of the community had been devastated by the 
losses of the revolt, there wouldn’t be a critical mass to remember the traditions and continue 
the oral passing of them along. Necessity is the mother of invention. 

Scholars can certainly debate the pros and cons of having the Oral Law written down but, in the 
end, it is the reality we have and we continued to learn and develop based on it. Similarly, some 
may enjoy their experiences in the Cherner while others may find it to be a poorer experience 
than they have in the sanctuary. Unlike the Mishnah, which once written down could not be un-
written, our time in the Cherner will be short lived. When the weather cools or when we get the 
parts for the air conditioning (whichever comes first) we will move back to the sanctuary. But, in 
doing so, we will bring with us the things we have learned from our time in the Cherner and they 
will enrich our sanctuary service experiences. 

Rabbi Werbow 
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Volunteer of the Month - Jared Garelick 

Deborah Horowitz is one of many people responsi-
ble for the extraordinary revitalization of tot and 
children’s programming at TI over the past few 
years. As she sees it, the next great challenge is get-
ting the word out, so that families that could benefit 
from TI’s new variety of activities can find their way 
to TI. That would be a win for those families as well 
as for the congregation. 

If you haven’t been following, TI’s Tot Shabbat pro-
gram, formerly only monthly, now occurs every 
Shabbat morning. For the next age group, in ele-
mentary school, Deb and others are now organizing 
a Junior Congregation program to meet during 
Shabbat services. A recent Junior Congregation ser-
vice was a well-attended hit. Plans are for it to be-
come a regular thing starting this fall. There are also 
bigger and better TI family holiday celebrations 
spread throughout the year. Reports are that the 
Purim carnival has become quite a happening.  

Beyond religious engagement, Deb reports that the 
tot committee is working hard to foster social 
bonds. Recent family activities have included a bar-
becue in Sligo Creek Park and a pool party. 

Deb attributes this new energy largely to Rabbi Kel-
ley, TI’s Director of Lifelong Learning, who focuses 
and directs the efforts of program leaders and a 
group of engaged parents.  

This active core sees the work as still unfinished. 
Deb says that the tot committee is always looking 
for ways to increase the number and variety of fami-
ly friendly programs at TI. Some of this involves 
reaching out and making connections within the 

congregation. Last year, for example, the tot com-
mittee teamed up with the green committee in or-
ganizing a planting and hiking event. Similarly, Deb 
says, they hope to find a social action activity that 
TI’s kids can engage in.  

Deb herself joined TI seven years ago. She and her 
husband, Michael Bullen, have two children, ages 
7½ and 5½. That, of course, explains her interest in 
children’s programming. She wants to maintain the 
excitement she has seen in the Tot Shabbat pro-
gram, with kids actively engaged in the service. In 
addition to the tot committee, Deb is in her third 
year on the TI board. As she sees it, one of the best 
ways to strengthen TI’s kids’ programming is to at-
tract more families to the congregation.  

To this end, she says, the tot committee is placing a 
big emphasis on communication. They are working 
on better ways to publicize family events, both with-
in the congregation and externally. They are target-
ing different and broader networks so that Jewish 
parents can learn about the exciting activities at TI.  

This is where you, dear reader, come in. If you know 
someone Jewish with kids, ask if they have found 
any Jewish family programming. Let them know that 
TI has not only a nourishing Hebrew school, but a 
wide and growing range of dynamic and engaging 
programs for kids and their parents. If they have any 
interest, tell them to contact Rabbi Kelley. TI sud-
denly has a lot to offer young families, and you can 
help to let someone know it.  

Thank you Deb, and the other parents making TI a 
great place for kids. 

SAVE THE DATE—September 10th 

Havdalah and open mic night, sponsored by Kol Nashim 

You never know what might turn up at the KN open mic.  Skits?  Standup?  Musical performance? 

Juggling?  Pony rides?  Indoor kite flying?  A brief lesson on how to pack a suitcase?   If all else fails, 

charades? 

The only way to find out is to show up.  Better yet, bring your talent and show off in front of the 

best audience you’ll ever have.  KN will provide the snacks. 
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https://bit.ly/TIplaques
https://bit.ly/tibor22
https://bit.ly/tilulav22
https://bit.ly/TIHHPrayerBooks5782
https://bit.ly/TIHHMahzor22
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Tifereth Israel & LGBT - Louise Kelley 

Editor’s note:  This talk was delivered at TI’s first Pride 
Shabbat, June 25, 2022. 

In less than fifty years, lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgendered people and our allies have changed 
the poisonous, sanctimonious and homophobic 
culture that once flowed through the capital of 
the USA. Dismissed and despised in the 1950’s, 
LGBT people were a significant part of the coun-
terculture of the 1960’s. We did it with persis-
tence, using practical strategies and camp humor. 
We learned from the radical civil rights move-
ment, the peace movement, and women’s libera-
tion to break free and re-create Washington DC 
and America in ways that worked.  But that’s not 
how it used to be.  

Epithets were commonplace, and 
insults often escalated to beat-
ings, arrests, and a high rate of 
suicide. Gay was dangerous, par-
ticularly if you couldn’t pass for 
straight.  LGBT citizens were con-
sidered criminals, mentally ill, 
traitors, worthless, weird, weak, 
and that huge calumny, molesting 
monsters. People were telling lies 
about us. 

The change began with a simple 
step: coming out.  Closets are 
stuffy and deadly. It was hard to 
fit a lover into one; many relation-
ships did not last.   

In New York, drag queens, hustlers and lesbians 
had a riot in June of 1969 when the police raided 
the Stonewall Bar in Greenwich Village. They had 
had enough, and they fought back.  This happened 
in June, June 28, and it why Pride is celebrated in 
June. The rainbow flag came later. In San Francis-
co in 1977, a Jewish man named Harvey Milk was 
elected to the San Francisco City Council.  He 
asked his friend Gilbert Baker to create a symbol 
for the community, and he came up with the rain-
bow flag. They took it to protests in the city and 

now it’s spread all around the world. It’s a rainbow 
to represent hope, and to show that we are every-
where.  For me personally, it also represents God’s 
promise to Noah, that we will not be destroyed.  

The AIDS epidemic was the source of the second 
big transformation of the LGBT community. Men 
died by the thousands. The LGBT community 
went into overdrive, responding to a deadly pan-
demic. Domestic partners found they couldn’t vis-
it lovers in ICUs. We had no legal standing.  Lesbi-
an and gay parents lost custody of their children.  
We weren’t welcome in synagogues and churches. 

TI went through its own transformation, and my 
deepest thanks to all those who stood with us to 

say, change must come to our syn-
agogue. But not in the beginning.  
Lesbians and gay men were not 
included in the community.  They 
were not allowed on the bima, or 
treated as equals. We were not 
allowed to be blessed.  We were 
not called to the Torah, we were 
pushed away from it. The LGBT 
scouts went into Tifereth Israel 
and came back and said, there is 
no sanctuary there.  We won’t be 
safe there.  And so people left, 
went into exile, away from the 
Jewish community.  

How things have changed! There 
are not just one or two LGBT people at TI, but 
many, enough for a minyan.  A fabulous minyan. 
Jessica and I were welcomed fully when we came 
to TI.  We were married here.  My wife is the floor 
gabbai today.  I’m the president of Kol Nashim, I 
don’t know how that happened.  We are leaders in 
all the roles.  Not only are we called to the Torah, 
but we can also carry it, parade it around, in stilet-
tos yet*.   

It’s not perfect.  Elders in the LGBT community are 
not treated with respect by those in the LGBT 

(Continued on page 7) 

Photo by Louise Kelley 
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Himmelfarb Happenings - Rabbi Kelley Gludt 

The concept of the lazy days of summer does 

not apply to synagogue life.  Jewish profession-

als spend these months dreaming up congrega-

tional programming, writing curriculum, calen-

daring, and more.  While everything is still in 

the works, there are quite a few things far 

enough along for you to reliably look forward to 

in 5783. 

We have booked a weekend retreat at Capital 

Retreat Center in Waynesboro, PA, for Febru-

ary 23-25.  Congregants from a wide range of 

cohorts will come together for 36 hours of Jew-

ish life and learning, fun and friendship.  It 

promises to be an inspiring weekend to build 

community and foster relationships. 

In addition to an already packed adult educa-

tion calendar, TI’ers can look forward to oppor-

tunities to learn about the Civil Rights Move-

ment through a Jewish lens, including an educa-

tional trip through the South.  In the spring, we 

will commemorate Women’s History Month by 

learning with some of our own prominent schol-

ars who identify as female. 

High Holidays will feature a new, multi-

generational service that will include all of the 

holidays’ major hits, along with experiential ac-

tivities, engaging discussions, and tons of par-

ticipation. There will be a service geared to-

ward tots (toddler to 4 years old) and the 

younger elementary school set (kindergarten, 

first and second grade). 

We have calendared monthly tot activities for 

families with young children, along with bi-

monthly Tot Shabbat services.  We will also 

have a Junior Congregation-style service once a 

month. 

Social programming for all of TI’s younger gen-

eration will happen monthly, including Pre-

Kadima (third, fourth and fifth grade) events at 

TI on Sunday mornings, and a mix of onsite and 

offsite programs for Kadima (sixth, seventh and 

eighth grades) and USY (high schoolers) on Sun-

day nights 

Not to be left out, Himmelfarb’s expanded edu-

cational approach includes a learner-driven em-

phasis on the mastery of prayers, a tefilah expe-

rience with Rabbi Werbow, community build-

ing, and social justice work.  The new Judaics 

curriculum will take advantage of the school 

wing with themed rooms (youth lounge, Beit 

Midrash, music, dance, STEM and a maker 

space).  To pull this off, we will need a ton of do-

nations, so as you are cleaning out basements 

and attics this summer, keep TI in mind.  A for-

mal request, listing specific items, will be out 

soon. 

Enjoy the summer and see you all soon at TI! 

community.  Sometimes we are invisible.  It hurts.  Still there are many things to celebrate.  Families 
at TI are proud of and support the entire LGBT community.  I am so grateful to our allies here at TI.   

On this Pride Shabbat I am proud of my synagogue.  And so the misheberach has come to us, to heal 
the pain of being shut out for so long.  I can connect with Adonai again. That means more to me than 
anything.  Shabbat Shalom. 

* Editor’s note:  The young person who carried the Torah wore a pale pink pantsuit with seriously pale pink 
stilettos. 

Tifereth Israel & LGBT - continued 
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SERVE DINNER AT SHEPHERD'S TABLE 
Sponsored by the Social Action Committee 
Sundays, July 3, August 7 & September 4 at 5:00 pm   
Help serve dinner to homeless individuals on the 1st Sunday of each month. 
Registration required. 
Learn more at bit.ly/TIShepherdsTable.  
 

FULL MOON WALK 
Sunday, July 10 at 7:30 pm  
Enjoy a walk of about two miles round trip on the Sunday closest to the full 
moon. Plan for 90 minutes of fun, adventure, friendship, and chocolate treats. 
Learn more at bit.ly/TIFullMookWalk.  

 

 
RAIN GARDEN CARE 
Sponsored by the Green Committee 
Sundays, July 17 & September 11 at 10:00 am  
Come dig into the TI rain garden! Each month, volunteers weed and plant, de-
pending on the season. BYO shovel and gloves.  
Learn more at bit.ly/TIgardencare.  

END-OF-YEAR SUMMER PARTY & HIMMELFARB OPEN HOUSE 
Sponsored by the TI Membership Committee 
Sunday, August 21, time TBA    
All are invited—bring your family, bring a friend! This will be a chance to meet 
new people and learn more about what TI has to offer.  
More information to come.    
 
PARASHAT HASHAVUAH CLASS WITH RABBI WERBOW 

Mondays July 11,18, 25; August 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 at 11:00 am 

Via Zoom only 

Meet with a lively group of learner to discuss insights from the weekly Torah 

portion. Bring questions and an open mind; no Hebrew skills needed.   

Learn more at:  http://bitly.ws/swhj.    

UPCOMING & ONGOING EVENTS  

http://bit.ly/TIShepherdsTable
https://bit.ly/TIFullMookWalk
http://bit.ly/TIgardencare
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/kabbalat-shabbat--maariv.html
http://bitly.ws/swhj
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WEEKLY SERVICE SCHEDULE 

*Attend in person or via Zoom.    

Kabbalat Shabbat 

and Maariv* 

Fridays at 6:30 pm 

At TI, we love to 

sing, especially on 

Friday night! Join in 

to welcome Shabbat 

with the community.  

Sunday Minyan* 

9:00 am 

Give your spiritual life 

a lift to start the 

week! Services are lay

-led, with the Rabbi 

sharing insights into 

prayers and upcoming 

Holidays. 

ZOOMdalah! 

Saturday nights, check 

the calendar for times 

Gather with  the 

virtual neighborhood 

for a warm and spirited 

service to bring in the 

new week. 

Shabbat Morning 

Services* 

Saturdays at 9:00 am 

Services are tradi-

tional, egalitarian, 

and participatory, led 

by members together 

with our Rabbi. 

Tisha B’Av 
 

 

Erev Tisha B’Av Services* 

Saturday, August 6 at 9pm 
 

 

Morning Minyan with Tisha B’Av Liturgy 

Sunday, August 7 at 9am 

 

 

*Contact Rabbi Werbow if you would like to change Eichah. 

https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/kabbalat-shabbat--maariv.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/kabbalat-shabbat--maariv.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/sunday-morning-service-zoom---tentative.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/zoom-dalah-hava-dalah-zoom3.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/cal.php
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/shabbat-morning-services1.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/shabbat-morning-services1.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/tisha-bav-maariv-and-eicha.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/morning-minyan-with-tisha-bav-liturgy1.html
mailto:mwerbow@tifereth-israel.org?subject=I%20want%20to%20chant%20Eicha
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SPECIAL EVENTS & SERVICES 

TISHA B’AV 

Sunday, August 7 at 9:00 am 
This week’s Sunday Minyan will include a special Torah reading for the Fast 
of Tisha B’Av, which is the end of the 3-week period of mourning.  
Learn more at bit.ly/TishaBav22  

RISING SONG KABBALAT SHABBAT & DINNER 

Sponsored by the Ritual Committee 

Friday, July 15 at 6:30 pm  

"Circle up" in song to catapult our community into a soul-filling Shabbat.  

Dinner to follow; registration required.  

Learn more at bit.ly/RisingShabbatJuly.  

UPTOWN SHABBAT 

Fridays, July 29 & August 26 at 6:30 pm 

Join in lively song with Cantor Robyn Helzner and Chazzan Larry Paul. Tunes 

range from Ashkenazi favorites to melodies inspired from around the world.     

Learn more at:  bit.ly/TIUptownShabbat  

TISHA B’AV MA’ARIV & THE CHANTING OF EICHA 

Saturday, August 6 at 9:00 pm 
Gather for the Ma’ariv service, which will be followed by the chanting of the 
book of Eicha (Lamentations). 
Learn more at bit.ly/Eicha22. 

TI Tots End of Year Pool Party photos by Francis Gomes 

https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/sunday-morning-service-zoom---tentative.html
https://bit.ly/TishaBav22
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/rising-song-kabbalat-shabbat.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/uptown-shabbat--robyn-helzner--larry-paul-via-zoom.html
https://bit.ly/TIUptownShabbat
https://bit.ly/Eicha22
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https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/himmelfarb-enrollment---2021.html
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A. Nathan Abramowitz Fund  In Honor Of 

Adele & Raymond Natter Judy Cohen 

General Donation In Honor Of 

Barbara & Howard White Dinknesh Friedman’s  
   Bat Mitzvah 

Barbara & Howard White Miriam Torrey-Coffidis’  
   Bat Mitzvah 

Alan & Judy Gann Bob Lande's 70th  
   birthday  

 In Memory Of 

Indya Kincannon Alexandra Kincannon 

Marc & Nancy Giges Alexandra Kincannon 

Maryann Rapposelli Alexandra Kincannon 

Helping Hands Fund  

Sylvia Horwitz & Dov Weitman   

 In Memory Of  

David & Janice Mehler Beverly Wall 

Sanford & Shelley Reback Beverly Wall 

Marcia F. Goldberg Fund In Honor Of 

Naomi Freeman & Morris Klein Lisa Traiger’s birthday 

Marvin Caplan Social Action Fund 

Esther & Gene Herman  

 In Honor Of  

Myrna Goldman Bob Lande's birthday  

 In Memory Of  

Edward Koren & Claudine Vera & Morris 
 Schweber   Schweber 

New Initiatives Fund  In Honor of 

Jennifer & Joshua Kefer Delanie Ostrow's  
   graduation 

 In Memory Of  

Jennifer & Joshua Kefer Alexandra Kincannon 

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund In Memory of 

Sanford & Shelley Reback Beverly Wall  

Torah Repair Fund In Honor Of 

Myrna Goldman Rich Kruger's 
   birthday  

Yahrzeit Donations  In Memory Of 

Leonard Bachman Samuel Meir Jaffe 

Ivy Baer & Marc Rothenberg Paul N. Baer 

Judith Berland Seymour Berland 

Florence Berlin Moses Snesil 

Sharon Brown Jay Steven Brown, 
   Rae Jasinowsky 

Susan Catler & Keith Secular Doris Cadish, Harold 
   Cadish 

Nataliya Chernyak Cowen Anna Miskinyants 

Rabbi Charles & Krayna  Morris Epstein 
  Feinberg 

Newton Frohlich May & William Frohlich 

Lynn Golub-Rofrano & Joseph Bernard B. Golub 
   Rofrano 

Myrna Goldman Leonard Goldman 

Stuart Gorewitz Edna Gorewitz 

Joseph & Paula Martin Milton Kahan 

Elaine Miller Esther Miller 

Cynthia & Jeff Peterman Eve Gaizband, Lilian  
                                                      Peterman 

Howard & Michele Sumka Sylvia Stahl 

Michael & Ruth Unterweger Pearl Bloom, Florence  
   "Babe" Unterweger, 
   Milton Rodberg 

Barbara & Howard White Morris Mestetsky 

Jonathan Wilkenfeld Judith Wilkenfeld 

Diana & James Zurer Raymond Zurer 

Diana & James Zurer Sonnya Woll 

Donations 

Jewish Rally for Reproductive Freedom - Photos by Julie Steinberg 
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At our June meeting we discussed A Rosenberg by Any Other Name: A History of Jewish Name Changing 
in America, by Kirsten Fermaglich.  Some readers found the book repetitious and disliked that it was 
limited in scope to New York.  Others forgave 
the limitations and enjoyed what they learned 
from the book.  Many of us had interesting name-
change stories to share about our own families. 

The book for July 19th is Nemesis, a novel by Phil-
ip Roth.  Set in Newark in the summer of 1944, 
the book follows a young playground director 
whose eyesight disqualifies him from serving in 
WWII.    As a polio outbreak spreads across the 
playground and in the neighborhood, Roth exam-
ines the emotional and practical impact on the 
close-knit community and on the protagonist - 
who experiences some personal disasters and 
plenty of  shame and guilt as he tries to protect 
his charges.  The book was published in 2010, but 
its focus on epidemic disease resonates today.   

There are a few electronic and large print copies 
available at the MoCo library.  It’s easy to get as a 
used book. 

Our August reading is The Blessing and the Curse: 
the Jewish people and Their Books in the Twentieth 
Century. Nonfiction by Adam Kirsch.  This is an 
erudite and accessible survey of Jewish life and 
culture in the twentieth century, as reflected in  
vital books from  prominent Jewish authors (Kafka, Anne Frank, Hannah Arendt, Tony Kushner, and 
more).  Lots of copies at the MoCo library. 

We meet at 7:30, for now over Zoom.   As the weather improves and COVID poses less of a threat, we 
will reconsider meeting in person. Meetings last until 9pm, or until we run out of things to say.  This 
rarely happens.  We are TI! 

Our meetings are open to everyone interested in talking about books, not just TI members.  So if you 
have friends who might enjoy the kind of books we read, bring them along. Also including those who 
have not finished (or even started) the book.  We make no commitment to avoid spoilers, however. 

If you are not on the evite list, please contact Janice Mehler (contact information in the TI directory) 
to be added.  RSVPs are not absolutely necessary until we start meeting at members’ homes, but be-
ing on the list gets you timely reminders and an email with the Zoom link. 

Here’s the secret: we use the same Zoom link every month.   So save the link someplace, and you 
won’t have to search for it every month.  

I hope to see many of you at these meetings, and at our book-picking meeting in September. 

Kol Nashim Book Group - Jessica Weissman 

Funeral Practices Committee 
Always On-Call 

 

Chaverim of the Funeral Practices Committee 
are on call to provide counsel and services to 
synagogue members and their dependents.  
 
In the event of a death, before contacting the 
funeral home please contact one of the 
following chaverim or the TI  office (202-882-
1605).  
 
 Shelly Heller      h: 301-942-1836 
                w: 202-994-5906 
                c:  301-996-2704 
 
 Marcia Goggin     w: 301-754-1963 
                c: 301-792-1063  
 
 Bruce Heppen       h: 301-299-3255 
                  c:  202-997-1890 
                  w:703-417-8983 

tel:301-299-3255
tel:202-997-1890
tel:703-417-8983
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Jewish Rally for Reproductive Freedom - Photos by Julie Steinberg 
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I attended TI for the first time on a Friday evening, when I was six-months pregnant. Josh and I 
were shul shopping and wanted to make sure we liked the community before we bought our first 
home. A young Esther Kimelman-Block ran across the chapel in the middle of the service and we 
were hooked. We knew right away that we’d feel at home here – and that we’d be able to raise our 
children in the community. We called a realtor that weekend and moved to Silver Spring a few 
months later. Rabbi Seidel officiated at my son’s bris. And now, 18 years later, we celebrate his 
graduation.  

Josh and I fell in love with this warm, welcoming environment. At the time, I didn’t realize how im-
portant this community would become to me. Nor did I realize then that the service that had 
drawn us in was only possible because of a system of minyan volunteers, in which all members of 
the congregation are asked to attend Friday night services periodically. Years later, the Friday 
night minyan would take on new meaning for our family when Josh and I relied on the Maariv ser-
vice to say kaddish for our parents when they passed. 

Minyan duty is a hallmark of TI. As members of this congregation, we are each called upon to con-
tribute to the larger good. As a busy working mom, I seldom attend Friday night services on my 
own. Over the years, I have often resented the call to attend. Yet, each time I do, I am reminded of 
that first Friday evening 18-years ago. The Friday night service is intimate and the melodies are 
lovely. The service is short (less than an hour) – and minyan attendance is often the catalyst for 
Shabbat dinner plans with some of my alphabet neighbors who are called upon to serve on the 
same weeks.  

Minyan duty reminds me of some of the many reasons I love TI – and after attending I often make 
a promise to myself that I’ll attend more often on Friday nights. A promise that I seldom keep … 
until the next minyan invitation arrives. 

Minyan assignments were one of the many casualties of COVID. And now, as the world reopens, 
Friday night minyan responsibilities resume as a reminder of what our role is at TI. In the coming 
months, each of you will be asked to attend a Friday night service to help make minyan. Your par-
ticipation helps our community run. It ensures that members can say kaddish. It allows you to cele-
brate the end of a busy week with your TI friends.  

Minyan assignments are listed in each issue of the Menorah (editor’s note:  see page 19 for the Au-
gust assignments).  You will also receive an invitation and a reminder when it is your turn. 

Please look out for this invitation – and mark your calendar when it arrives. 

You may find that the smaller crowd on a Friday night is a nice way to ease back into synagogue 
attendance post-pandemic.  

Friday Night Minyan - Jennifer Kefer 
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Nayes un Mechayes - Melissa Perera 

Happenings 

Paula Flicker is planning to attend her 50th 

(gasp!) high school reunion over the July 4th 

weekend.  Attendees will include someone with 

whom she attended public school and Hebrew 

school from pre-school through high school.  

Miriam Torrey-Coffidis performed in Lumina 

Studio Theater’s "Romeo and Juliet at the Ber-

lin Wall", an adaption of William Shakespeare’s 

"Romeo and Juliet."  Performances took place 

in May and the first weekend in June at the 

Black Box Theater in Silver Spring. Miriam’s 

roles included Mrs. Montague, a servant for the 

Capulet family, and Evie, a single mother who 

escapes from East Berlin to West Berlin.  

In May, Esther Kimelman-Block graduated 

from Towson University with a Bachelor of Sci-

ence degree in Economics. 

Joyous News 

Gabriella Pereira-Feron and Warren Bein were 

married on June 19th 2022, תשפ״ב בסיון כ׳ 

in Havre de Grace, Maryland. Gabriella is the 

daughter of Dione Pereira and Robert Feron 

and Warren is the son of Janet and Andrew 

Bein of Riverside CT.  

Sad News 

Beverly Schwartz Wall, mother of Tifereth Is-

rael member Shelley (Sanford) Reback and 

grandmother of Dana and Samantha, died June 

10, 2022, 11 Sivan 5782, in Rockville at the age 

of 89. She is also survived by her son, Marc 

Wall, and was predeceased by her husband, 

George Harry Wall and her brother, Jerome 

Schwartz.  

Steven Stryker, member of Tifereth Israel's 

Anshei Mitzvah class of November 2003, died 

suddenly and unexpectedly Monday evening 

June 6, 2022, 8 Sivan 5782. He is survived by 

his wife Beverly Stryker and son Micah. Condo-

lences may be sent to: Beverly Stryker, 9709 

Key West Avenue, Apt. 281, Rockville MD 

20850. 

May the families be comforted and their mem-

ories be a blessing.  
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Nayes un Mechayes - continued 

Beverley Schwartz Wall Steven Stryker 

Photos by 

Louise Kelley 

Havdalah June 25th on the TI Steps 
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Friday Night Minyan Assignments Restarting 

Tifereth Israel (TI) holds three regular weekly services: Friday night, Shabbat morning, and Sunday morning. 
These services provide a spiritual and social outlet for our members and also give those of us saying kaddish 
the opportunity to do so.  

Each of these services is enhanced when we have a critical mass to bring heightened energy. While we can 
count on enough worshipers on Saturdays, and Sundays has a core of regulars that is supplemented by others 
as needed, attendance at Friday night services varies. Our cadre of regulars is quite small and does not provide 
for a minyan or for the uplifting experience of bringing in Shabbat together. 

To ensure a minyan and warm, welcoming and uplifting experience, each TI member is assigned specific dates 
to attend Friday night services, usually two per year. We hope you will accept this assignment in the spirit in 
which it is intended, which is to enhance Shabbat at TI and to ensure that our members can say kaddish in a 
warm and familiar setting.   

If you are unable to attend on your assigned date, we ask that you arrange for a substitute. Please ask a friend 
to sub for you or post a note on the TI listserv asking if someone will switch dates with you. Sheri Blonder in 
the office can assist you if you would like to join the listserv or would like a note posted on your behalf. You can 
reach her at tiadmin@tifereth-israel.org. 

We hope that participation in Friday night minyan enhances your Shabbat experience. However, it may not be 
workable for you to come to shul on a Friday night. If this is the case, please email TIHelp@Tifereth-Israel.org 
to let us know that you need to be removed from the minyan assignment list. 

Update on the Children’s Library in Calaba Town - Dina Borzekowski 

In 2018, I turned to the TI community to 

raise a children's book library in Calaba 

Town, Sierra Leone. Community mem-

bers offered books as well as financial 

donations, which allowed my colleagues 

to build several locked book cabinets and 

finance the salary of a librarian. We sup-

plemented books and money in Spring of 

2021. 

Well, I just returned from a visit to Cala-

ba Town (with my University of Maryland 

students who are part of a group called 

Public Health Beyond Borders) and I am 

very happy to report the great success of 

the library. Children who did not have 

access to books now can borrow picture 

and chapter books. Just as our children have enjoyed the works of Eric Carle and J.K. Rowling, children from 

Calaba Town can curl up and follow the adventures of the very hungry caterpillar and the Hogwarts students. 

I anticipate doing another call for books and money in 2023.   

The photo, taken by me, shows Mr. Tholley in front of a full book cabinet.   He is vice principal of the Abigail D. 

Butscher School in Calaba Town, Sierra Leone, 

mailto:tiadmin@tifereth-israel.org
mailto:tihelp@tifereth-israel.org
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Upcoming Friday Night Minyan Assignments 

August 5, 2022  

Sandra Adelstein  

Andrew Afflerbach & Joanne 
  Hovis 

JoAnn Albert 

Estie Alemu 

Jon Alterman & Katherine  
  LaRiviere 

Morton Alterman 

Robyn Altman & Brendan 
  Doherty 

Lisa & Tim Anderegg 

Leonard Bachman 

Heike Bailin 

Burt Barnow & Joyce Kaiser 

Gideon Bass & Mae Cooper 

Charlie Baum 

Leonard & Joy Baxt 

Mark & Mona Berch 

Alexander & Mikah Berg 

Bruce & Laurinda Berger 

Carl Bergman & Marjorie Odle 

Judith Berland  

August 12, 2022   

Sidney Bailin 

Nancy Berman  

Sarah Berman Osborne 

Dana Beyer 

Jackie Binogol 

Sheri Blonder 

Gideon & Lisa Blumenthal 

Ron & Dina Borzekowski 

Larry & Lise Bram 

Sarah Bram 

Daniel & Ariel Brandt Lautman 

Steven & Rachel Bressler 

Renana Brooks 

Sharon Brown 

Alice Burton 

Nataliya Chernyak Cowen 

Carla Cohen 

David & Elana Cohen 

David & Judith Cohen 

August 19, 2022  

Hal Cohen & Katherine Benton- 
  Cohen 

Joel Cohen & Susan Chapin  

Raymond & Rebecca Coleman 

Laura & J.C. Craig 

Miriam Davidson 

Lafayette (Ronni) Davis 

Adam Diamond & Rabbi Jane 
  Berman 

Helen Disenhaus 

Stan Dorn & Carla Ellern 

Desiree Douglas 

Benjamin Dreyfus & Rabbi Eliza- 
  beth Richman 

Pierre & Deena Dugan 
 

Marshall Einhorn & Deborah 
  Skolnick-Einhorn 

David & Helene Emsellem 

Ernie Englander 

Rabbi Charles & Krayna Feinberg 

Mark Felman & Miriam Feinsilver 

Roger & Gail Feldman 

Joshua & Mita Felman 

August 26, 2022  

Harvey Fernbach 

Robert Feron & Dione Pereira 

Jay & Rachel Finkelstein 

David & Patricia Fisher 

Paula Flicker 

Judah Flum & Lisa Itkin 

Daniel Fody 

Lee & Brenda Footer 

Ira Forman & Caryn Pass 

Bruce Friedland & Jenny Bryant 

Naomi Friedman 

Judy Galat & Geoff Thale 

William & Miriam Galston 

Rebeccah Gan 

Jared Garelick & Ellen Krama- 
  row 

Andrew & Allegria Gelfand  

Marsha Gentner 

Ron Ghatan & Megan Larkin 

Seth Glabman & Martha Hare 

Monthly Simcha Kiddush Resumes in August 
Another favorite TI tradition from pre-pandemic times is set to begin again in August:  the monthly 

birthday/anniversary Kiddush.  Those celebrating can have their names written in icing on a special 

cake!  Celebrate for yourself or for family members or friends.  Donate for one simcha at a time, or set 

up for a whole year.  For more information or to   https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/simchatorah  

https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/simchatorah
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 

7/1 Michael Milton 

7/2 Daniel Lav 

 Shirah Lister 

 Charles Thrush 

 Nathaniel Thrush 

 Miriam Turner 

7/3 Naomi Freeman 

 Rebeccah Gan 

 Sarah Mancoll 

7/4 Harvey Fernbach 

 Rebecca Fink 

 Samuel Greenfield 

 Yochanan Sullivan 

 Yohannes Zeleke 

7/5 Gregory Watson 

7/6 Joseph Goldberg 

 Shelly Heller 

 David Herman 

7/7 Lisa Traiger 

7/8 Joshua Goldberg 

 Dorothea Wolfson 

7/9 Heike Bailin 

 Paul Peckham 

 Jeffrey Steinberg 

7/10 Amy Nadas 

 Amos Sullivan 

 Miriam Torrey-Coffidis 

7/12 Richard Schachter 

7/13 Beryl Afflerbach 

 Timothy Anderegg 

7/14 Carla Ellern 

 Tigist Kassahun 

 David Rabin 

 Renata Sullivan 

7/15 Daniel Gelfand 

7/16 Rachel Cohen Strum 

 Aliza Marcus 

 Elisha Sullivan 

7/18 Renana Brooks 

 Shelley Sturman 

 Talia Mirah 

7/20 Rose Hedrick 

 Mark Verschell 

7/21 Gabriel Nelson 

7/22 Asa Doherty 

 Carolivia Herron 

 Meira Kirschbaum 

7/23 Joel Kramer 

 Abigail Lederer-Ogilvie 

 Dana Neimark 

 Benjamin Newman-Paul 

7/24 Samuel Alterman 

 Earl Dotter 

 Jane Gilvin 

 Hannah Schneider 

 Eleanor Wachtel 

 Judith Zander 

7/26 Rebecca Dorn 

 Myrna Goldman 

 Isaac Natter 

 Reenie Wagner 

7/27 Rachel Finkelstein 

 Andi Gunther 

7/28 Mira Diamond-Berman 

 Johanna Galat 

 Sofia Jaime 

 Asaf Rodenstein 

7/29 Brenda Footer 

 Eugenia Vitale Levin 

7/30 Linda Greer 

 Solomon Murdock 

 Bethanie Weitz 

7/31 Howard Gleckman 

 Joseph Rosen 

8/1 Michael Stone 

8/2 Hal Cohen 

 Mary Craig 

 Erica Pitlick 

 Natan Seidel 

8/3 Emmett Hedrick 

 Susan Laden 

8/4 James Ehrman 

 Rabbi Jason Kimelman- 

   Block 

 Megan Larkin 

 Paula Tucker 

8/5 Larry Greenfield 

 Raphael Grimes 

 Asher Kirschbaum 

 Ari Rogers 

8/6 Naomi Revzin 

8/7 Samuel Jewler 

 Emily Stopak 

8/8 Raviv Levone 

8/9 Rabbi A. Nathan  

   Abramowitz 

 Nathan Turner 

8/10 Samuel Hyman 

 Morris Klein 

 Herschel Revzin 

 Hayim Stopak 

 Adam Wolfson 

8/11 Gideon Bass 

 Abigail Klein 

 Samantha Simon 

 Rachel Tickner 

8/12 Cayden Berch 

 Noam Shelef 

8/13 Susan Catler 

 Simon Melsky Linden 

 Barry Nelson 

8/15 Joshua Berch 

 Lisa Itkin 

 Erica Lipschultz 

 Peter Mancoll 

8/17 Michael Kraft 

 David Wachtel 

8/18 Aidan Moorehead 

 Allan Tulchin 

 Aaron Wiener 

(Continued on page 21) 
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8/19 Andrew Afflerbach 

 Nathaniel Heller 

 Jennifer Lav 

 Hannah Mathis 

 Hannah Pelzer 

 Lois Shapiro 

 Ilana White 

8/20 Anita Isicson 

 Debbie Pomerance 

 Naomi Rubin 

8/21 Susan Chapin 

 Eliot Harrison 

8/21 Abraham Laufer 

8/22 Alice Burton 

 Maya Pitch 

 Susan Rodberg Corp 

8/23 Ron Borzekowski 

 Daniel Fody 

8/24 Anna Bressler 

 Wilma Brier 

 Francesca Kranzberg 

 Simcha Kuritzky 

 Lester Turner 

 Betsy Wohl 

8/26 Dinah Finkelstein 

 Allan Kolker 

8/27 Jeremy Halpern 

 Jacob Mazer 

8/28 Abraham Zeleke 

8/29 Robert Feron 

8/30 Ariel Brandt Lautman 

 Aaron Lav 

 Rebecca Morris 

8/31 Timothy Michalak 

 Jacob Suddleson 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY! 

7/1 Brenda & Lee Footer 

 Jackelyn Lopez Roshwalb & Andrew  

    Roshwalb 

7/6 Paul Goldman & Debbie Pomerance 

 Timothy Michalak & Robin Reiss 

7/7 Joseph & Paula Martin 

7/18 Jackson & Rachel McClam 

7/28 David & Elana Cohen 

 Stan Dorn & Carla Ellern 

7/29 Janet Blank & Joshua Pitlick 

8/3 Wilma Brier & Jack Stone 

8/4 Jennifer & Joshua Kefer 

8/7 Daniel & Elizabeth Berman 

8/8 Marcus & Sarah Sorscher 

8/9 Jane Gilvin & Jennifer Lav 

8/13 Rick Glaser & Sheryl Gross-Glaser 

 Aaron Kofner & Anat Shahar 

8/14 Michael & Ruth Unterweger 

8/17 Adele & Raymond Natter 

8/18 Diana & James Zurer 

8/19 Henry & Melea Greenfeld 

 Ilene & Mark Levine 

8/21 Gabriel Kravitz & Yael Smiley 

8/24 Esther & Gene Herman 

8/27 Rose Ellen Halper & Edwin Stromberg 

8/28 Howard & Michele Sumka 

8/30 Benjamin Dreyfus & Rabbi Elizabeth  

   Richman 

8/31 Linda & Matt Heller 

 Rachel & Rabbi Sarah Meytin 
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TI Social Action Projects - Bob Feron 

Our commitment to Tikkun Olam – healing and repairing the world – reflects TI’s progressive con-
cern for both the local community and world around us—a concern that is needed now more than 
ever.  

Over the next year, TI volunteers will continue to engage in direct action Tikkun Olam projects, 
some of which have been going on for decades. Before the pandemic, dozens of TI members pre-
pared and delivered Christmas dinners to the homeless residents of four different large shelters 
each year, on Christmas Day. This past year we delivered hundreds of bags of suitable holiday pre-
sents to a vast number of needy shelter residents in late December. 

We will continue to provide opportunities for TI volunteers to engage in social action programs 
providing direct service to the less fortunate members of the community around us, while mitigat-
ing the health risk by prepackaging individual portions, both for shelter residents and those who 
live on the streets. One of these opportunities is our monthly ongoing Social Action project to pro-
vide dinners to over 120 needy community members on the first Sunday of each month at Shep-
herd’s Table, in a team composed of TI volunteers.  

Over the coming months, there will be several opportunities to act on our Jewish values. Many TI 
members have more free time in July and August than earlier in the year. This month we request 
your personal support to overcome the two main obstacles that so far have significantly delayed 
the launch of our TI Refugee Welcome Home Project.  

 We need a few adult TI volunteers who are prepared to help physically move donated furni-
ture on a Sunday in July and August, or perhaps very late on a summer afternoon. One Sunday 
in the next two months would be most helpful. We’ve already received many offers of donated 
furniture in great condition that we haven’t been able to accept because we haven’t yet identi-
fied two or three able-bodied TI volunteers. This means that this summer we will need you as a 
volunteer. 

 Ideally, we would prefer to identify a lead volunteer to coordinate this one-time furniture-
moving team. This could be you.  We’ve already identified coordinators for all donations of 
food, kitchen items and other household goods, but we still need someone who can coordinate 
the task of moving furniture. 

 We have already received several hundred dollars of donated funds to pay for the short-term 
rental of a suitable storage space where we can hold the donated furniture and household sup-
plies for a few weeks before moving everything into the designated apartment for a refugee 
family (or families). If we receive additional donated funds, this would pay for the rental of a 
truck or van to move everything, if necessary. Please login to the TI website, then click here to 
donate to this project through the Marvin Caplan Social Action Fund.  We can also hire people 
to move the furniture. 

(Continued on page 23) 

 If I am not for myself, then who will be for me? 
And if I am only for myself, what am I? 

And if not now, when? 
– Rabbi Hillel 

https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/form/make-a-donation.html
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Social Action Projects  -continued 

Social Action Opportunities  - Gene & Esther Herman 

As background, we still intend to put our Jewish values into action by mobilizing to finally launch 
this TI Refugee Welcome Home Project, in cooperation with the International Rescue Committee 
(IRC). We intend to do this by mobilizing a team of TI volunteers who will collect and store all the 
essential furniture, goods and food to stock an apartment for one family of recently-arrived refu-
gees. The IRC staff will locate and pay for this apartment for the first 90 days, probably in Prince 
George’s County. After that, the family itself will pay the rent. IRC staff members provide support 
to job search efforts by the adults in recently-arrived families. 

Our role as volunteers for the TI Refugee Welcome Home Project will be to fill the empty rental 
apartment with everything that a recently-arrived family of refugees needs to have to feel at home. 
We can do this and doing it well.  

Please contact us if you can help as a volunteer. If you can lend a hand one of these ways, please 
email either Bob Feron or Gene Herman  to express your desire to help. If you previously sent us an 
email, but haven’t yet received a detailed response, please email us again this month.  
A few months from now, this Fall it should be possible for TI volunteers to work directly with Af-
ghan refugees. Some tasks can be done remotely, but others will involve in-person visits. You can 
select whatever is most comfortable for you. 

Serving Dinner at Shepherd’s Table: Join members of TI who have volunteered to serve dinner 

once a month to homeless individuals in our community. TI has been committed since September 2021 

to serve dinners on the first Sunday of each month. Our upcoming dates are August 7, September 4, 
October 2, November 6, and December 4). Each shift starts at 5 P.M. and is finished by 7:30 P.M. In 
June 120 meals were served. TIers who have participated in the past indicated that the experience 
was rewarding whether they cleared tables or served the meal. Each shift consists of ten volunteers.  

We hope you will consider being part of this ongoing mitzvah activity. In order to volunteer you need 
to register with Shepherds Table and then select a specific date or dates. The TI link to register with 
Shepherd’s Table is http://tiferethisrael.shepherdstable.volunteerhub.com/. The age limit is 13 and 
above. Many thanks to the volunteers Claudine Schweber, David Rubin, Stephanie Rubin, Paula Mar-
tin, Joe Martin, Esther Herman and Gene Herman for serving dinner on June 5. Questions contact 

Gene Herman (gene511@aol.com) 

Tutoring at Shepherd Elementary School:  For over 20 years TI ran a program which pro-

vided tutoring for students of our neighborhood Shepherd elementary school. The program con-
tinued until the pandemic. Students received an hour of one on one help with homework, reading, 
math, etc. This is a project that both adults and teenagers can provide assistance to the students. 
We are thinking of restarting the tutoring again starting in the fall of 2022. Tobi McFarland 
(tobimc3@gmail.com) had previously served as co-coordinator of this program. At this point she 
will need help to enable tutoring to begin again. We are hoping to find congregants who are willing 
to help coordinate and/or participate as a tutor. Please consider being part of the program. Con-
tact Tobi or Gene Herman (gene511@aol.com).  

mailto:TISocialAction@tifereth-israel.org
mailto:TISocialAction@tifereth-israel.org
mailto:gene511@aol.com
mailto:gene511@aol.com
mailto:tobimc3@gmail.com
mailto:gene511@aol.com
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July and August  Yahrzeitn 

June 24 & 25 

7/1 Louis Borochoff 
 Anna Rubin Gale 
 Samuel David Lopatin 
 Abraham E. Schor 
 Zev Siegel 
 Dorothy G. Weingarten 
 Joseph Wohl 

July 1 & 2 

7/2 Shirley Berman 
 Ezra Elencwajg 
 Herbert Gleckman 
 Irma Goldberg 
 Leonard Goldman 
 Anna Leah Greenberg 
 Abraham Jewler 
 Helen Carolyn Lyman 
 Esther Rosenberg 
7/3 Dorothy Hodos 
 Allen Marmon 
 Freda Moore 
 Oscar Panikoff 
 Jeannette Scherling 
 Sadie Rose Weilerstein 
 Russell Wine 
7/4 Brenda Cywan 
 Robert Flug 
7/5 Paul Nathan Baer 
 Belle Jeanette Gittleman 
 Samuel Jeweler 
 Bethel Johnson 
 Sophie Kavruck 
 Raymond Zurer 
7/6 Adolf Ermann 
 Eve Singer Gaizband 
 Anna Travers Keimowitz 
 Abraham H Malnik 
 Anna Miskinyants 
 Wolfe Sneiderman 
7/7 Zalman Fishman 
 Rae Jasinowsky 
 Jack Arthur Stone, Sr. 
 Barney Oscar Weitz 
7/8 Blanche Baehr Hausman 
 Joseph Janus 
 Eli Messinger 

 Ethan Naftalin 
 Barney David Usher 

July 8 & 9 

7/9 Samuel Footer 
 Helen Goldstein 
 Beatrice Levy- Kessel 
 Arthur Miller 
 Lucille Richman 
 Amalie Mollie Siegler 
7/10 Rose Adler Einhorn 
 Oscar Asher Smith Herron 
 Abraham Klein 
 Betty Krakover 
 Sophia (Pat) Lischin 
 Eli Ratner 
 William Rothenberg 
 Stanley Sturman 
 Nada Warshawsky 
7/11 Alvin Berkowitz 
 Harry Goldman 
 Ida Malnik 
 Rebecca Trooboff 
7/12 Shirley Beheshti 
 May Ruth Frohlich 
 Curtis Eric Heppen 
 Sol Swerdloff 
 Samuel Trupp 
7/13 Bertam R. Abramson 
 Joel H. Greenstein 
 Esther Kutnick 
 Rose Portner 
7/14 Irving Clarfeld 
 Annie Glassman 
 Sheldon Mermelstein 
 Lisa Kim Plotkin 
 Dorothy Wurman Turner 
7/15 Nettie Cohen 
 Edward Israel Friedland 
 Michael M. Green 
 Sarah Jewler 
 Donald M. Kabaker 
 Ray N. Kabaker 
 Gary Schneier 
 William Taylor 
 Anne Wolman 
 

July 15 & 16 

7/16 Fay Maydeck 
 Harry Melvin Mendelson 
 Ada Naiman 
 Harry Seeff 
 Evelyn Stopak 
7/17 Mollie Handwerker 
 Abraham Klitzman 
 Aaron Leifer 
 Harry Roth 
 Selma August Rubinstein 
 Sonnya Woll 
7/18 Dora Borow 
 Sandra Greenfeld 
 Carol R. Peck 
 Sarah Taylor 
7/19 Felix Menachem Ellern 
 Benjamin Levin 
 Esther Silverman 
7/20 David Franks 
 Elizabeth Marie Levey 
    Sherman 
 Solomon Sickle 
 Irma C. Stein 
 Bertha Suppree 
 George Toll 
7/21 Sol Baxt 
 Jenny Friedman Bulman 
 Zelma Charme Fink 
 Dorothy Roodman 
 Bertha Friedman Smith 
 Pearl Weitman 
7/22 Jeremy Goldberg 

July 22 & 23 

7/23 Eva Bleicher 
 Sophia Irene Hirschman 
 Louise G. Kalish 
 Moshe Matalon 
 Louis Naiman 
 Harry Lawrence Rudnick 
 Kathryn B. Shapiro 
7/24 Samuel Greenstein 
 Morris Hertz 
 Rachel Roffe 

(Continued on page 25) 

Editor’s note:  We list upcoming yahrzeitn based on ShulCloud records, under the Shabbat dates when the 
name is recited and by the yahrzeit date.  
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July and August Yahrzeitn continued 

 Mary Markel Rosenthal 
 Milton Wruble 
7/25 Julius Anderson 
 Morris Bulman 
 Tamara Paul 
 Alexander S. Taransky 
 Rose Temple 
7/26 Hirsch Bieler 
 Carolyn Bogen 
 Abraham Cadish 
 Ida Fanaroff 
 Arthur Levy 
 Oscar Mann 
 Florence Marvin 
 Pearl Perlmutter 
 Joseph Silverman 
7/27 Harry Taylor 
 Frances Wolf 
7/28 Ellis Herr 
 Gary Laredo 
 Sidney G. Odle 
 Beatrice Roth 
 Robert Sandler 
 Jerome Schwartz 
 Bernard C. Trupp 
 Irving Yaverbaum 
7/29 Herman H. Corman 
 Trude Rosenthal 
 Madeline Sherman  

July 29 & 30 

7/30 Morris Finkelstein 
 George Greenberg 
 Grandison Frank Jones, III 
 Sidney Mickelson 
7/31 Barbara Blanco 
 Minnie Goodman 
 Robert Moses Kolodny 
 Morton William Lazar 
8/1 Kathy Wachter Michos 
 Sidney Reitberg 
 Jacob M. Schwarz 
8/2 John Hunter Burlingame 
 Joseph Forman 
8/3 Esther Rachel Cohen 
 Morris Lav 
 Lorna Margolis 
 Esther Rodberg 

8/4 Solomon Iskow 
 Simon Michnick 
 Deborah Weilerstein 
8/5 Alexander Breslow 

Aug 5 & 6 

8/6 Harry Ackerman 
 Yaakov Laib Berger 
 Irvin Footer 
 Ellis Harris 
 Peter Jay Levin 
 Paul Rosen 
 Tillie Shleien 
 Edgar Allan Turpin 
 Henrietta W. Weitz 
8/7 Dora Corman 
 Jeanne Wayne Cornetto 
 Jeffrey Greer 
 Bertha Tranen 
 Esther Zark 
8/8 Frieda Abramowitz 
 Eric Drazin 
 Louis M. Frankel 
 Mollie M. Lutsky 
 Myrna Matusow 
 Larry Povich 
 Paul Weber 
 Charles Weingarten 
8/9 Sophie Elana Dorot 
 Benjamin Greenfield 
 Helen Lubin 
 Meyer Rothenberg 
 Bernard Rubinstein 
 Nancy Weber 
8/10 Arnold Berman 
 Joseph Goldstein 
 Millie Kahanov 
 Lena Morris 
 Judy Schechtman 
 Rosalie Choper Stahl 
 Etta Watson 
8/11 Charles Philip Berch 
 Sanford Mazer 
 Carl Wertheim 
8/12 Paul Osborne 
 Abraham Sarrow 
 Clara Schechtman 
 Harriett Rosen Taylor 

Aug 12 & 13 

8/13 Charles Hare 
 Aaron Katzman 
 Sylvia Gorewitz Levin 
 Robert Siegel 
8/14 Gilbert Levin 
 Harry Lutsky 
 Bernard Wolman 
8/15 Rita Alterman 
 Ida Brown 
 Mollie Edelman 
 Edna Gross 
 Henry Keshin 
 Irene Sherman 
8/16 Ekkehard Gunther 
 Alfred Spieler 
 Gertrude G. Tunick 
8/17 Mollie Lewis Berch 
 Julius Green 
 Gladys Lerner 
 Henriette Dana Mancuso 
8/18 Lillian Goldman 
 Morris Gumenick 
8/19 Dorothy Gelernter 
 Abe Gentner 
 Meyer Kavruck 

Aug 19 & 20 

8/20 Libby Bachrach 
 Elizabeth Kahn Coleman 
 Shirley Kadushin 
 Joan Feinberg Snyder 
 James Wachtel 
8/21 Shalom Amsellem 
 Charles Shack 
 Benjamin P. Sternstein 
 Irving Sumka 
8/22 Estela Lachman Elencwajg 
 Ludvika Freifeld 
 Louis Hecht 
 Samuel I. Waltman 
8/23 Joseph Benson 
 Julia W. Fernbach 
 Pauline Goodman 
 Anne E. Mehler 
 Mollie Mickelson 
 Bill Peterson 

(Continued on page 26) 
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July and August  Yahrzeitn continued 

8/24 Max L. Jeweler 
 Benjamin Mensh 
 Ralph Temple 
8/26 Cyril Rothkop Doner 
 Bertha Rubin 

Aug 26 & 27 

8/27 Anna Grabia 
 Anne Landay 
 Joseph Lutsky 
 Sherry Malbin 
 Jennie Steffel 
 Molly Tulchin 
 Jerry Wolman 

8/28 Marjorie Britt 
 Gaori Eva Fernbach 
 Albert Footer 
 Bessie Green Golden 
 Gertrude Lazaresco 
 Belle Silver 
8/29 Frances Abramson 
 Joseph Cohen 
 Jeffrey Davidson 
 Alvin Peck 
 Rhoda Sherman Sumka 
     Steinberg 
 Frieda Zark 
 Samuel Zark 

8/30 Clarice Axler 
 Halina Bauer 
 Maria Bauer 
 Paula Bauer 
 Lillian Braverman 
 Klara Hirsch 
 Regina Kandel 
 William Harris Lepp 
 Murray Levine 
 Leon Irving Nathanson 
 
 

Pidyon Haben Coins and Tokens: Private Issues 
 Simcha Kuritzky 

Although the State of Israel has produced coins and tokens for pidyon haben since 1970, many private 
companies in Israel, the U.S., and the U.K. have also produced tokens for this purpose.  These come in 
two varieties:  those that focus on the role of the Koheyn (priest), and those that focus on the redemp-
tion of the son. 

 
Britain substituted copper-nickel for silver in their coins in 1947.  In 1955, De-Vere Company of London 
produced shekel coins for pidyon haben.  The accompanying brochure indicated these were designed by 
Vivian Cohen.  In 1967, a new brochure was composed, commemorating Israel’s liberation of Jeru-
salem’s Old City and anticipating the rebuilding of the Temple.  The obverse has two hands making the 
blessing sign, and around is the priestly benediction in Hebrew (Numbers 6:24-26) The Lord bless you 
and guard you.  The Lord make His face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you.  The Lord lift up His 
countenance upon you and give you peace.  The reverse has only Hebrew text.  In a straight line in the 
center is one silver shekel and directly below in smaller letters De-Vere coin.  Curved at the top is 
(Exodus 34:20) all the firstborn sons you shall redeem, and curved at the bottom is (Numbers 18:16) for 
the sum of 5 shekels.  These were issued in five-medal sets. 

Israel never had circulating silver coins.  The Shekel Company of Tel Aviv issued their own pidyon haben 
tokens which came with the certificate from the Chief Rabbi of Tel Aviv dated November 2, 1967.  On 
the obverse, hands form the priestly benediction and a first year revolt cup shekel is to the right.  Be-

(Continued on page 27) 
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neath is the priestly benediction starting with Numbers 6:23 Thus you will bless the Israelites. The 
reverse has (Exodus 13:13) All your firstborn human sons you shall redeem.  The specimens exam-
ined have an edge that is either blank, has an SV hallmark, or an incuse 1000 to indicate it is made 
from pure silver. 

 
The Lubavitcher Hasidim made pidyon haben tokens back in the 1950s in Israel.  They were cast, not 
struck, in 999 fine silver, so the surfaces have air bubbles and the edge is irregular.  The obverse por-
trays a bearded man in suit and hat with his right hand on the child and left hand on an open book.  
This could be the father but more likely it is the priest blessing the child.  The legend at top right is 
pidyon haben.  The reverse has a fish (fertility symbol) at top with khay (living) at bottom, both in high 
relief. In between is the Priestly Benediction in four lines.  Next to it is a pure silver token created in 
2013 by Mr. Shia Halpern of the sizable Jewish community of Williamsburg in Brooklyn, New York.  
The obverse shows two hands forming the priestly blessing next to a swaddled infant covered by 
jewelry.  The surrounding legend is the text of the priestly blessing.  The reverse has the three-
branch pomegranates used on the First Revolt shekels surrounded by a beaded circle with large leg-
end on top one silver shekel and around the bottom in small letters (Numbers 18:16) from a month 
old shall you redeem... for five silver shekels of the sanctuary.  This token was designed by Naftuli 
Cisner, engraved by Tom Rogers (formerly of the U.S. Mint), and minted by Bex Mint of Fullerton, 
California. 

 

 
These two tokens show a khamsa with the letter heh in it on one side and a five-branched menora 
(candelabra) flanked by two fish on the other.  These symbols are used against the Evil Eye on the Tu-
nisian island of Djerba, which still has a small Jewish community.  The more common seven-

(Continued on page 28) 
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Pidyon Haben Coins and Tokens continued 

branched menora is associated with the Temple in Jerusalem, and many Jews considered it inap
propriate to display it outside of Israel.  The designer may also have chosen a five-branched menora 
to refer to the five shekels of redemption.  The khamsa side has the redemption inscription (Numbers 
18:16) from a month old shall you redeem... for five shekels, while the menora side has (Numbers 
6:24) God will bless you, from the Priestly Blessing.  They are mass produced even though the incuse 
design simulates engraving.  They first appeared in 2006, while the next two first appeared in 2013.  The later 
version has a border around the menora side, enhanced hash markings in the khamsa and menora, and no artifi-
cial toning. 

Many modern pidyon haben tokens don’t mention the kohanim or their blessing, but focus exclusively 
on Biblical inscriptions concerning the redemption itself. 

 

 

These tokens were issued by The Council for the Defense of the Holiness of Israel at the same time 
that the Israel government issued coins.  Either this religious institution did not trust that the gov-
ernment-issued pieces had the right amount of silver, or they wanted to collect the profit them-
selves.  The tokens here are in two varieties, though they have the same basic design.  The obverse 
has ב״ה  (With the help of God), the organization name, a large one shekel, and below a small 
Jerusalem the Holy, may she be rebuilt.  The reverse has a scroll with from a month old shall you re-
deem... for five silver shekels of the sanctuary Numbers 18.  Above is redemption of the son coin.  
The first variety has the date 5736 (1975/76) on the bottom obverse.  The larger token has a small 
incuse 999 fineness certification beneath the scroll on the reverse.  The smaller tokens have the 
fineness 999 at the bottom obverse instead of the date, implying they were produced later.  I have 
been unable to find any information about this organization, including whether it still exists. 

 

 
(Continued on page 29) 



      

  Tammuz/Av/Elul 5782                     Tifereth Israel Menorah                          Page  29    

Pidyon Haben Coins and Tokens continued 

These three tokens have both sides nearly identical.  The first portrays two fish and the inscription and 
design are incuse.  At top is (Exodus 13:2) Sanctify to Me all firstborn, in the center is pidyon haben, and 
on the bottom are two long-snouted fish with a line between them.  The only difference between the 
two sides is that, on only one side, a small 925 fineness certification appears below the line.  The second 
token has a central dotted circle with the legend (Exodus 13:2) Sanctify to Me all firstborn.  The obverse 
has a pomegranate branch like those on the First Revolt shekels in the center and small pure silver in-
scription below.  The reverse has shekel in the center instead of the pomegranate, and no certification. 
The third token appears to be cast on a sheet and then cut out by hand into an octagon.  Both sides have 
(Exodus 13:2) Sanctify to Me all firstborn around, between two dotted circles.  They have high relief. 

 
These tokens use the term sela (literally, rock) from the rabbinic pidyon haben ceremony (where it refers 
to a silver coin of shekel weight).  There are two varieties with similar inscriptions.  The obverse inscrip-
tion is sela for redemption of the son in the center with a small 925 fineness below, and the legend is 
(Numbers 18:16) ...from a month old shall you redeem... for five silver shekels of the sanctuary.  The re-
verse has (Exodus 34:20) All the firstborn of your sons you shall redeem in the center above 925 and 
around is (Exodus 13:2) Sanctify to Me all the firstborn, whatever opens the womb among the people of 
Israel, both human and beast; he is Mine.  The first set, which I found in 2002, appear to have clashed 
dies because a faint incuse, mirror-imaged sela appears on the reverse.  The second pair, which I bought 
in 2013, have some curlicues, abandoned the italic font, have a larger 925 certification, took the hy-
phens out of the Biblical quotes, and wrote khodesh month without a vov.   

 

This token, which I bought in 2015, has the same central inscription as the previous two, but the long 
Biblical quotes have been replaced by scrollwork, and the fineness 925 appears on both sides.  These 
were certified by the Haredi Council of Jerusalem (Badatz, an acronym of Bet Din Tzedek, Righteous 
Court).  I don’t know if the previous two were also issued under their authority; unlike this token, 
they did not come with any certificates. 

All of these tokens can be found on eBay.  The Lubavitch and Williamsburg pieces are the scarcest, 
though the issuer of the latter may still be selling copies from their web site.  I have yet to find anyone 
else who collects pidyon haben tokens, so they can be bought for a reasonable premium above the silver 
value. 
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Pidyon Haben Coins and Tokens continued 

 


