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From the President: Sara Goldberg 
As I hope you’ve seen, each month I send an email 
with the agenda for the upcoming board meeting 
and a brief summary of the last meeting. Included in 
it is always an invitation for congregants to attend. 
Over the last few months, I’ve been really pleased to 
see so many people taking us up on this invitation. I 
think it’s important for a few reasons. 

1. It helps provide transparency as to how the 
Board is making decisions 

2. It gives congregants people other than Board members to ask about 
what the Board is doing 

(Continued on page 2) 

From the Rabbi: Rabbi Michael Werbow  

I delivered an additional drash (thanks to Bill Galston for our regularly sched-
uled drash) on Shabbat Yitro to share my reflections a week after the hostage 
situation in Colleyville, Texas. Some have asked that I share the drash. I did not 
have that drash written out so this is similar but not identical to the drash I de-
livered. 

After Colleyville 

I’ve been reflecting all week as to why this event, as horrible as it was, does not 
hit me like the shooting in Pittsburgh did. An easy answer 
is that I don’t have the same personal connection that I did 
to Pittsburgh. That can certainly be a part of it but I don’t 
think that is the real reason.  

Here are some other pieces of it for me: 

The shooting in Pittsburgh broke the Shleymut, the 
peacefulness, of Shabbat 

I was in shul when I found out about the Pittsburgh shoot-
ing. 

Last Saturday, it wasn’t until after Shabbat that I found out. 

In fact, I had done Zoomdalah, worked on cleaning up the kitchen after Shabbat, 
made dinner and sat down to watch the Buffalo/New England football game be-

(Continued on page 3) 
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From the President - continued 
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who have attended recent meetings will consid-
er whether they are interested in joining. I also 
hope that congregants who are curious about 
board membership will attend a meeting to see 
what it’s all about. While there is some amount 
of rubber stamping that all boards have to do, 
this year has certainly demonstrated how im-
portant it is to have members on our Board who 
have a variety of skills, knowledge, expertise, 
and passions. 

Whether you come to the meeting for 30 
minutes or the whole hour and 30 minutes, I 
hope you’ll consider attending - and serving. We 
are fortunate to have Board members who are 
smart, thoughtful and invested. I am extremely 
grateful to each of them, and I encourage you to 
come see them in action. 

Scheduled Upcoming Board Meetings: February 
14 at 8 pm, March 14 at 8 pm,  April 11 at 8 pm 

B’shalom, 

Sara Goldberg 

3. It shows attendees how the Board operates and what it means to be a Board member 

4.   It supports the Board and our work by showing an interest in what we are doing 

We will soon be launching the nomination process for our FY23 Board of Directors. I hope those 

mailto:mwerbow@tifereth-israel.org
mailto:anabramowitz@verizon.net
mailto:anabramowitz@verizon.net
mailto:eseidel@tifereth-israel.org
mailto:tipresident@Tifereth-israel.org
mailto:tiexec@tifereth-israel.org
mailto:sheri@tifereth-israel.org
mailto:RabbiKelley@tifereth-israel.org
mailto:delanie@tifereth-israel.org
mailto:amaya@tifereth-israel.org
mailto:menorah@tifereth-israel.org
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From the Rabbi - continued 

fore I had grabbed my phone and checked the 
news. When I was in Sarasota, and received 
word of the shooting in Pittsburgh, I was in the 
middle of services. I immediately had to pro-
cess it for myself and figure out how to share 
the information with the congregation. I then 
spent the rest of Shabbat wondering who was 
involved and what were the details. For the 
incident in Colleyville, I had no such Shabbat 
interruption.  

In Pittsburgh there were deaths 

It’s not that this wasn’t a horrible event be-
cause no one, outside of the terrorist, was 
killed but the fact that victims’ lives were lost 
in Pittsburgh made it more poignant. Connect-
ed to this is that there were funerals and shi-
vah minyanim which continued for almost two 
weeks following the shooting. While the trau-
ma endures from this terrorist activity, when 
the hostages were released, it was over. The 
shooting in Pittsburgh led to a long period of 
formal grieving. 

So now at least you know where my mind is at 
as I reflect on what we can find in our tradition 
to help us through this traumatic time. 

Be prepared 

The hostage situation had taken place while 
we were reading from Parashat B’shallach. We 
read of the Israelites crossing the sea and cele-
brating in song. We also read of Miriyam lead-
ing the women in dance with her tambourine. 
The midrash of Pirke D’rebi Eliezer asks the 
question, “How did Miriyam know to pack the 
tambourines?” Everyone else wasn’t even pre-
pared with dough for bread. Miriyam knew 
there would be a time for celebration. She had 
the faith to know that God would perform mir-
acles. She knew that the celebration was 
promised long before the exodus was ever 
planned and so she prepared for the moment. 

We have to be prepared. Much of the report-
ing was about Rabbi Charlie Cytron Walker 
and how he responded during the ordeal. I 
have been in similar trainings to the ones he 
described. The Federation, the Sarasota Police 
and the Secure Community Network have all 
run trainings for clergy and congregations. We 
keep our entrances locked. We have Shomrim 
inside and a paid security guard outside. Are 
we prepared, hopefully we will never find out. 
Will I be able to respond as needed? I don’t 
know. I do know that I pay as much attention 
as possible to what is going on in the room and 
building. I think about exits and ways to re-
spond. We are prepared and should never 
have to use our preparations. 

Importance of community relations 

A second source from B’shallach comes from 
the Haftarah which contains the song of Devo-
rah. It describes the battle the Israelites face 
and the tribes that come to support each oth-
er. All those who came to the aid of their 
brothers and sisters 

Sometimes, over the last few years, I have 
heard people say, “This is like 1939 Germany 
all over again.” I disagree. If we were to write 
the Song of Devorah today, we would include 
the police, the FBI, and the ATF showing up 
and potentially risking their lives for fellow 
Americans. In 1939 Germany as well as at oth-
er times of our history, they would have turned 
the other way at best or even possibly joined in 
on the attack. We need to recognize this, ap-
preciate it and show our thanks for it. 

Importance of Interfaith work 

On that Shabbat morning, there was a gather-
ing of clergy from across the religious spec-
trum that came together in support of those 
inside the synagogue. This also would not have 
happened in the past. 
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In 1983 Rabbi Gerson Cohen spoke at the RA 
convention at a time that was near to Abraham 
Joshua Heschel’s 10th Yahrtzeit. The last rec-
ollection he shared was that he said to Heschel, 
“what good is all the interfaith work, the situa-
tion will never change?” 

Heschel answered that in 1939 there was no 
one to call and asked Cohen if he could think of 
people to call if there was an issue of antisemi-
tism or a threat against the Jews. Cohen re-
sponded that off hand he could think of six. 
Heschel shared that because of all the inter-
faith work he had done, he could think of many 
more than that. 

Parashat Yitro is an example of interfaith work. 
Moses’s father-in-law comes to him after hear-
ing all the miracles that God had performed for 
the Israelites. He came because of the relation-
ship that he had with Moses. 

We need to double down on interfaith dialogue 
and building relationships with those outside 
the Jewish community. 

How come we can’t always see what is in 
front of us? 

When the Israelites experienced the revelation 

at Mt. Sinai, the mountain shook and trembled. 
There was lightning and thunder and the blasts 
of horns. The Torah tells us that the people 
“saw” the thunder and the sound of the horns. 

It is unfortunate that antisemitism is still a fac-
tor in our lives. It is additionally unfortunate 
that, while it is a reality in our lives, it is not al-
ways apparent. So many Jews are walking 
around with the burden of antisemitism that is 
invisible to others. Saturday made it visible in a 
different way. How do we make it visible to our 
allies without this kind of occurrence? It 
shouldn’t have to take a tragedy and a major 
act of antisemitism to put it on the minds of our 
neighbors and allies. They should be able to see 
it as readily as we do. 

These are just some of the many thoughts I 
have had about the horrible event at Beth Isra-
el and the many different ways that our tradi-
tion speaks to us at this moment. I pray that we 
will continue to process this trauma to find 
peace and that we gain strength from our com-
munity and tradition. 

Rabbi Werbow  

From the Rabbi - continued 

Light from Kol Nashim - Louise Kelley 

Baking with Jessica returns this month, virtually. Jessica Weissman will demonstrate creating 
baked treats in a variety of interesting shapes on Feb. 27 at 10:30 
am.  Those who sign up will get the recipe ahead of time.  This Shap-
ing Festival is open to all, not just KN or TI members.  Look for the 
link via TI Tidbits and prepare to have your whole house smell won-
derful. 

Game Night with KN and Gevarim has been postponed to later in 
spring, the date and time still not set. There was hope that we 
would be able to have events (with snacks) in the building but that 
cannot happen right now due to COVID. 

Contact KN if you have ideas for programming in 2022.  That includes presentations or activities 
that you wish to lead or guide.  You are always welcome to teach us, entertain us and join us. 
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https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/campaign/mishloach-manot-22.html
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Social Action Programs for February - Bob Feron 

Our commitment to tikkun olam – healing and repairing the world – is a natural outgrowth of TI’s pro-
gressive concern for both the local community and world around us—a concern that is needed now 
more than ever. Our congregation has several opportunities to act on these Jewish values. 

This month we will put these values into action by mobilizing to start up our TI Afghan Refugee Wel-
come Home Project, in cooperation with the International Rescue Committee (IRC). We will do this by 
organizing a team of TI volunteers who will collect and store all the essential furniture, goods and 
food to stock an apartment for one family of Afghans. The IRC staff is entirely responsible for locating, 
selecting and paying for these apartments for the first 90 days, probably in Prince George’s County. 
After that, the family itself will be responsible for paying the rent. IRC staff provide support for job 
search efforts by the adults in the Afghan families. 

Our role as TI Afghan Refugee Welcome Home Project volunteers will be to fill up the empty rental 
apartment with everything that a recently-arrived family from Afghanistan needs to have to feel at 
home. We are certainly capable of doing this and doing it well. In mid-February we will schedule a 
meeting to provide more details to the entire Congregation and especially to recruit TI volunteers.  

We will also need to identify one or more locations where we can store the collected objects. Once we 
have identified and set aside at least 90% of the essential furniture, goods and food to stock an apart-
ment for one family of Afghans, we will coordinate with the IRC  office to select a date (or week) when 
the apartment will be set up by TI volunteers. 

If you might be available to lend a hand in one of these ways, please email Bob Feron or Gene Herman 
(or both) to express your desire to help. The financial burden on TI should be minimal, given that the 
refugees are now eligible to receive both Federal and State benefits. 

Later on (a few months from now), TI volunteers will be able to work directly with Afghan refugees. 
These could include assisting them in learning where to purchase food or household supplies, serving 
as a job search mentor for the family’s main wage earner(s) or serving as a volunteer tutor for their 
school-age children. Some of these tasks can be done remotely, but others will involve in-person visits. 
You can select whatever is most comfortable for you. 

Background: 

The financial support available for the Afghan evacuees improved in late 2021 when Congress and the 
President approved legislation to authorize their eligibility to receive the same federal and state bene-
fits that refugees and asylees routinely receive (Medicaid, SNAP, housing, etc.).  

Tens of thousands of Afghans are housed at eight U.S. military bases, with thousands more still at bases 
in Europe. They are released from these bases only after having completed all vaccinations and health 
examinations, not just COVID-19 vaccines, but the full range of all routine childhood vaccinations and 
adult health care procedures. Over 1,600 will settle in Maryland, according to Mr. Myat Lin, Director 
of the Maryland State Office of Refugees and Asylees. 

 If I am not for myself, then who will be for me? 
And if I am only for myself, what am I? 

And if not now, when? 
– Rabbi Hillel 

mailto:TISocialAction@tifereth-israel.org
mailto:gene511@aol.com
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Volunteer Spotlight - Jared Garelick 

Rachel Lande, who has been a driving force be-

hind TI’s tot and family programs the last few 

years, has a deeper experience of these pro-

grams than most parents of TI youngsters. 

Growing up a TI’er– her parents are Bob and 

Jeri Roth Lande – Rachel experienced TI as a 

child.  

Now the mother of two young children herself, 

a six year old and a two and a half year old, Ra-

chel felt the programming for young kids was 

insufficient. She particularly felt that Shabbat 

offerings should be available more consistently 

and not just once a month. She and some other 

parents pushed, and now TI offers tot pro-

gramming every Shabbat. A generous donor 

has provided funding to support this for a year. 

Programs are necessarily different during a 

pandemic. Young children still are not eligible 

for vaccination, and mask wearing by tots is 

imperfect, so for now the tot programs are all 

either outdoors or on Zoom. During the cold-

est part of winter that generally means Zoom. 

Still, Rachel reports, the Shabbat programs are 

compelling and interactive, and the kids happi-

ly participate and sing along. They are led by 

the popular Auntie A, Morah Brenda, or Rabbi 

Kelley.  

A member not only of TI’s tot committee but 

also of a subgroup informally dubbed the party 

planning committee, Rachel works with other 

parents to plan special fun events for Jewish 

holidays. A Chanukah party was a great suc-

cess, and the next big TI tot bash on the calen-

dar is for Purim. Rachel describes the event, 

scheduled for Sunday, March 13, as an old-

fashioned TI carnival but outdoors, with some 

entertainment likely as well. All the cool kids at 

TI are planning to be there.  

Rachel’s next goal is organizing a junior con-

gregation for Shabbat, aimed at ages approxi-

mately four to eight. If you are interested, or 

might want to be a leader of this kind of ser-

vice, let Rachel know. 

Distinguishing herself with so much activity on 

tot and family programs, Rachel was recruited 

to serve on TI’s Board,  helping to bring a new 

generation of homegrown leadership to TI.  

Over a short period, Rachel and other parents, 

together with Rabbi Kelley, have brought a 

burst of creative new energy to TI’s tot and 

family programming. If you know someone 

with kids in search of compelling Jewish expe-

rience, tell them about what’s happening these 

days at TI. It could be what they are looking for.  

Thank you Rachel and the other parents who 

are helping make TI an even better place for 

families! 

Rachel Lande, Alexandra, and Roxanne. Photo 

by  Francis Gomes  
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Refugee Shabbat - Gene & Esther Herman and Bob Feron 

Tifereth Israel will mark Refugee Shabbat on 

March 5, 2022, with a refugee-related D’var To-

rah by Rabbi Werbow and a talk by a TI mem-

ber who has directly provided assistance to ref-

ugee families, who will speak about personal 

everyday experiences in identifying and meet-

ing the needs of such families. 

This will be done in coordination with Refugee 

Shabbat commemorations at synagogues na-

tionwide, organized by HIAS, which was found-

ed in the New York’s Lower East Side in 1881 as 

the Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society. Initially, HI-

AS provided food, comfort, small loans and sup-

port to the waves of Jews fleeing pogroms in 

Europe. Later it expanded to support and settle 

displaced Jews and many other displaced popu-

lations from throughout the world.  

Due to changing circumstances, the HIAS mis-

sion continues to evolve and grow. The num-

bers of refugees from unstable countries have 

been increasing throughout the world and 

many want to come to the United States. There 

are new needs in 2022 for continuing assis-

tance. HIAS and the Jewish community remain 

deeply involved and we are responding. On 

March 5th, 2022, HIAS is organizing the Fourth 

Annual Refugee Shabbat to celebrate the grow-

ing global Jewish movement acting in solidarity 

with refugees, asylum seekers and forcibly dis-

placed persons.  

Tifereth Israel has chosen to participate in this 

broader Jewish community effort. The TI Refu-

gee Shabbat is a time for us to focus on doing 

good deeds, on the strength of the Jewish 

movement for refugees, and on the changes we 

can help to bring about when we engage in ad-

vocacy and direct service. The March 5th Refu-

gee Shabbat will provide background on what 

we have previously accomplished and reasons 

to renew our efforts for all that still must be 

done. As noted above, the Shabbat service will 

include a refugee-related D’var Torah by Rabbi 

Werbow and also a talk by a TI member who 

has directly provided assistance to refugee fam-

ilies. 

– Gene & Esther Herman and Bob Feron 

Passover Project - April 10, 2022- Gene & Esther Herman 

You can help Passover become a more meaningful holiday this year for increasing numbers of 

Jews. There are Jewish members of our broader community who may not be able to obtain tradi-

tional Passover foods. Bnai Brith’s Project Hope has helped to alleviate this situation for years.  TI 

has been a longstanding participant in both assisting and donating to this project. Project Hope 

purchases essential Passover foods which are sorted into deliverable packages. Distribution of the 

packages depends on congregations such as TI. Delivery of the packages will occur on the Sunday 

before the holiday, April 10th. Packages, of which TI usually is assigned the highest number, can be 

picked at the Juniper Street steps from 9-10 am. We are looking for volunteers. To sign up, go to 

this form.  Please contact Gene Herman (gene511@aol.com) with any questions. Thanks, and have 

meaningful and enjoyable Passover.  

 - Gene & Esther Herman 

https://www.hias.org/who/history
https://www.hias.org/who/mission-and-values
https://www.hias.org/who/mission-and-values
https://forms.gle/Hy5HgtHNae3HuzQd9
mailto:gene511@aol.com
mailto:gene511@aol.com
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UPCOMING & ONGOING EVENTS  

                

Tot Shabbat 

Saturday, March 12 at 11 am 

Location (Zoom or outside in playground) will be announced on Thursdays. 

Join Auntie A for a ruach-filled service for tots and their families and friends. 

There will be prayer, song, activities, stories, and snack.   

Learn more at: bit.ly/titotshabbat.  

                

Serve Dinner at Shepherd’s Table  

Sponsored by the Social Action Committee 

Sunday, February 6 at 5:00 pm 

Help serve dinner to homeless individuals on the 1st Sunday of each month. 

Registration required. Learn more at bit.ly/TIShepherdsTable.   

 

 

TI Rising in Song 

Thursdays at 8:00 pm  

TI’ers are invited to learn and practice joyful, prayerful singing together. In-
struction will come from Joey Weisenberg’s Master Classes in Jewish Song. 
This class will take place via Zoom until it is safe to sing together in person. 
Drop-ins welcome. Learn more at bit.ly/TIrising.  
 

Rain Garden Care 

Sponsored by the Green Committee 

Sunday, February 13, March 6, April 3 at 10:00 am 

Come dig into the TI rain garden! Each month, volunteers weed and plant, de-

pending on the season. BYO shovel and gloves.  

Learn more at bit.ly/TIgardencare.   

 

Jewish History Online 

Sponsored by Gevarim 

Sunday, February 6 & 20, March 6  at 10:30 am 

Dive into Jewish history with one-hour segments of the PBS series The Jewish 

Americans, followed by discussion led by TI member and historian Allan 

Tulchin.  Learn more at bit.ly/TIJewishHistory. 

https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/tot-shabbat4.html
https://tifereth-israel.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3c528fa3e3f14d44449de0a05&id=8a68ed0f2c&e=40da9d0ebe
https://bit.ly/titotshabbat
https://tifereth-israel.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3c528fa3e3f14d44449de0a05&id=62a48db28b&e=40da9d0ebe
http://bit.ly/TIShepherdsTable
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/joyful-prayerful-singing.html
http://bit.ly/TIrising
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/rain-garden-care.html
http://bit.ly/TIgardencare
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/jewish-history-online.html
https://bit.ly/TIJewishHistory
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WEEKLY SERVICE SCHEDULE 

Early Kabbalat Shabbat** 

Fridays before sundown, check calendar for times 

Gather for a songful service with Rabbi Werbow before  

sundown .  

 

Kabbalat Shabbat** 

Fridays at 6:00 pm 

At TI, we love to sing, especially on Friday night! Join in TI’s 

full evening service to bring in Shabbat with the community.  

 

 

Shabbat Morning Services** 
Saturdays at 9:00 am 

Services are traditional, egalitarian, participatory, 

and led by TI members in partnership with our Rabbi. 

 

 

ZOOMdalah! 

Saturdays after sundown, check calendar for times 

TI's virtual neighborhood gathers via Zoom for a warm 

and welcoming service to bring in the new week. 

 

 

Sunday Morning Minyan** 

Sundays at 9:15 am 

Start the week by giving your spiritual life a lift! Services are 
lay-led, with Rabbi Werbow sharing insights into prayers and 
approaching holidays. 

**Attend in the Sanctuary or via Zoom 

   Registration required for in-person attendance. Learn more about in-person services at TI here. 

https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/early-kabbalat-shabbat-service.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/kabbalat-shabbat--maariv.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/shabbat-morning-services1.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/zoom-dalah-hava-dalah-zoom3.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/sunday-morning-service-zoom---tentative.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/shabbat-morning---registrations.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/presidents-blog.html?post_id=1277766
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SPECIAL EVENTS 

HOLOCAUST REMEMBRANCE DAY GUEST SPEAKER 
Tuesday, Feb 1 at 7:00 pm 

Bernice Lerner, author of All the Horrors of War will join TI to discuss little-

known stories about the rescue and liberation of Bergen-Belsen. 

Learn more at bit.ly/LerneratTI  

HAVDALAH POTLUCKS 

Sponsored by the Membership Committee 

Saturdays: February 12, March 19 at 6:30 pm 

Join your TI friends for a home-hosted Havdalah Potluck. All gatherings will 

be outdoors with heating. Please plan to bring a dairy or pareve item to share 

with 8-12 people. Learn more at: bit.ly/TIPotluck. 

UPTOWN SHABBAT 

Friday, February 25 at 6:00 pm 

Join in soulful song with Cantor Robyn Helzner, a leading interpreter of world 

Jewish music. TI Member Stan Dorn will be standing in for Chazzan Larry Paul 

this month. Guitar will be played during Kabbalat Shabbat.   

Learn more at:  bit.ly/TIUptownShabbat  

“WHO KNOWS ONE?" LIVE! 

Saturday, March 5 at 7:30 pm 

TI'ers are invited to this live game show where you can watch Jewish geogra-

phy unravel in a search for The Chosen One. For a chance to be The Chosen 

One or to share your own Jewish Geography story, fill out this survey: bit.ly/

TiferethIsraelWKO by Feb 20. Learn more at bit.ly/TIWKOLive. 

March Menorah Question 

What new positive thing have you started doing during the pandemic? 

It’s been a long time since the pandemic started.  Many people have found a new activity or hob-

by or occupation during this time.  Share yours with other TI-ers!  Send your answer to meno-

rah@tifereth-israel.org.  Feel free to include a photo if your activity leaves a tangible product.  Or 

a photo of you enjoying the activity, with your family if applicable.   

https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/holocaust-remembrance-day-speaker.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/holocaust-remembrance-day-speaker.html
https://www.press.jhu.edu/books/title/12340/all-horrors-war
http://bit.ly/LerneratTI
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/havdallah-potluck6.html
http://bit.ly/TIPotluck
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/uptown-shabbat--robyn-helzner--larry-paul-via-zoom.html
https://bit.ly/TIUptownShabbat
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/who-knows-one.html
https://bit.ly/TiferethIsraelWKO
https://bit.ly/TiferethIsraelWKO
http://bit.ly/TIWKOLive
mailto:menorah@tifereth-israel.org
mailto:menorah@tifereth-israel.org
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Annual Appeal         

Rabbi A. Nathan & Barbara Abramowitz 

Marsha Gentner 

Dana & Sheridan Neimark 

Sanford & Shelley Reback 

Morris & Judith Rodenstein 

Alan & Cynthia Weitz 

George Greenberg Building Preservation Fund    
     

Allison & Daniel Turner  
 In Honor Of  

Bruce & Laurie Berger  Sharon Cohen & Elliot 
   Rosen   

 In Memory of 

Marjorie Greenberg Susan Schreibman 

General Donation          

Daniel & Elizabeth Berman  

Jared Garelick & Ellen Kramarow  

Kim & Wylie Levone  

Miriam Quintal   

Hannah & Howard Rubin 

Henry Rubin  

Susan Catler & Keith Secular  

Peter Winch    

                      In Support Of 

Joy & Leonard Baxt Virtual services 

Rebeccah Gan Tot programming  

Marvin Caplan Social Action Fund 

Martin Kessel & Gail Robinson   

Rabbi Charles & Krayna Feinberg 

Michael & Mical Schneider 

Judith & Lester Turner 

 In Honor Of  

David & Elana Cohen  Esther & Gene Herman 

  In Memory of 

Esther & Gene Herman Norman "Bud" Herman 

Louise Kelley & Jessica  Christine Louise  
  Weissman   Bonsby 

Mollie Berch Library Fund In Honor Of 

MB Lewis Charitable  The Berch siblings 
  Foundation   

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund  

Joy & Leonard Baxt  

David & Elana Cohen  

 In Memory of 

Harvey Kabaker & Andrea  Rochelle Weinhouse 
  Kline   

Yahrzeit Donations  In Memory Of 

David & Judy Cohen Samuel L. Cohen 

Ernie Englander Beth Shulman 

Tamar Hendel Fishman Hana Sarah Handy 

Rose Ellen Halper & Edwin  John P. Stromberg,    
  Stromberg   Esther Stromberg 

Jeffrey Hiltner & Shannon  Alexander Constantine 
 Johnson Hiltner    Hiltner, Carl Johnson 

Sylvia Horwitz & Dov Weitman Esther Horwitz 

Louise Kelley & Jessica  Linda Kahan Accardi 
  Weissman  

Jeffrey & Kathryn Kotz Jack Gilman 

Rich Kruger & Naimah  Julius Weinberg,  
  Weinberg   Bertha Kruger 

Elihu Leifer Agatha I. Leifer 

Rabbi Devorah Lynn & Fred  Audrey Lynn 
  Lipschultz  

Freda & Stephen Resnick Albert Lopatin 

Judith & Robert Samuels Philip, Florence & 
   Donald Samuels 

Lawrence & Pearl Schainker Bertha Leah Charnow 

Diane & Martin Sterenbuch Leo Turkel 

Barbara & Howard White Abraham Bernstein 

Donations 

The Menorah Needs Your Photos 

When we could get together regularly, there were 
lots of photos available to run in the Menorah.  At 
the moment, there are few photographable events 
at TI.  So please send in photos that you would like 
to see here.  Your baking, your family preparing for 
Shabbat or a holiday, etc.  The only limit is your 
imagination and your good taste.  Send photos to 
menorah@tifereth-israel.org.  

mailto:menorah@tifereth-israel.org
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Nayes un Mechayes- Melissa Perera 

Paula Flicker’s nephew, Ben Flicker, has been awarded tenure at University of New Mexico-

Valencia Campus.  Ben teaches biology.   

Shelly Heller writes “COVID, take that!” In December, 2021 the entire Heller family family re-

sumed its annual pilgrimage to the sun. But, this year, on Monday December 27th, they also cel-

ebrated their youngest grandson, Ethan Heller’s delayed bar mitzvah. Given the choice of a De-

cember 2020 virtual Bar Mitzvah or a small delay, Ethan chose to wait for the whole family to be 

together. While he did have to learn a new Torah portion, the wait was more than worth it.  With 

the help of their Maui synagogue, Adam and Tami were able to arrange for an outdoor celebra-

tion (Ethan specifically noted that they were turning the shores of Maui into a sacred space) 

with family leadership helped by officiants from the mainland and whales occasionally leaping in 

the background. 

John A. (Jack) Doherty, father of Brendan Doherty (Robyn 

Altman) and grandfather of Eva/Flair and Asa, died in Arnold, 

MD on Friday, January 14, 2022 at the age of 77. He is also 

survived by his wife of almost 50 years, Wendy C. Doherty; 

brothers Pat Doherty of Camden, ME and Dennis Doherty of 

Eastport, ME; daughter Kate Henry of Arnold, MD; and two 

more grandchildren. He was predeceased by his brother Peter 

Doherty of Reading, MA; sister Joyce Bergholtz of Rockport, 

MA; and sister Susan Johnson of Reading, MA. For the obitu-

ary, click HERE.  

Former TI members Sherri Vishner Glazer and Rabbi Ilan 

Glazer's child was stillborn on January 14, 2022, 12 Shevat 

5782. The funeral for Shemaryah Zichri Vishner Glazer was 

on Sunday, January 16, in Reisterstown, Maryland. 

https://tifereth-israel.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3c528fa3e3f14d44449de0a05&id=426ab4a606&e=7eef69117f
https://bit.ly/TIPurim22
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At our January meeting we discussed Nor-
wegian by Night, by Derek Miller.  This is a 
Scandinavian not-so-noir mystery with lots 
of Jewish content.  The consensus opinion, 
with a few notable dissenters, was that the 
book was delightful, funny, and enlighten-
ing.  Further, many members were surprised 
to find themselves enjoying something clas-
sified as a thriller.   The sequel, American by 
Night, makes clear some of what was left 
ambiguous by the ending.  Miller’s most re-
cent book, How to Find Your Way in the Dark, 
gives Sheldon’s back story.   

We next meet on February 15th to discuss 
Burton Visotzky’s Aphrodite and the Rabbis: 
How the Jews Adapted Roman Culture to Cre-
ate Judaism as We Know It.   Where did cur-
rent Judaism come from?   How did we get 
from the destruction of the Temple in 70 CE 
to the rabbinic Judaism that began evolving 
somewhat later?  There is no agreement 
about that, but it is clear that Greco-Roman 
culture played a part in the transformation.  
Vizotzky’s book examines these issues and 
presents his conclusions. 

There are a few print copies at the MoCo 
library, and the book is widely available in 
print and electronic formats.  Lots of used 
copies, too. 

We meet at 7:30, for now over Zoom.   
Meetings last until 9pm, or until we run out 
of things to say.  That happens only rarely.  
We are TI! 

Our meetings are open to everyone inter-
ested in talking about books, not just TI 
members.  Also including those who have 
not finished (or even started) the book.  We 
make no commitment to avoid spoilers, 
however. 

Kol Nashim Book Group - Jessica Weissman 

Funeral Practices Committee 
Always On-Call 

 

Chaverim of the Funeral Practices Committee 
are on call to provide counsel and services to 
synagogue members and their dependents.  
 
In the event of a death, before contacting the 
funeral home please contact one of the 
following chaverim or the TI  office (202-882-
1605).  
 
 Shelly Heller      h: 301-942-1836 
                w: 202-994-5906 
                c:  301-996-2704 
 
 Marcia Goggin     w: 301-754-1963 
                c: 301.792.1063  
 
 Bruce Heppen       h: 301-299-3255 
                  c:  202-997-1890 
                  w: 703-417-8983 
  
  Naomi Revzin        h:   301-765 6272 
                  c:  301-435.6272 

If you are not on the evite list, please contact 
Janice Mehler (contact information in the TI di-
rectory) to be added.  RSVPs are not absolutely 
necessary until we start meeting at members’ 
homes, but being on the list gets you timely re-
minders and an email with the Zoom link. 

Here’s the big secret: we use the same Zoom  link 
every month.   So save the link someplace, and 
you won’t have to search for it every month. 

If you are fascinated by Norway as presented by 
Miller, you might enjoy Scandinavian Noir, by 
Wendy Lesser (my best friend in junior high and 
high school).  She discusses the genre and re-
counts a visit to Scandinavia where she visited the 
settings of many of the books and interviewed de-
tectives in all three countries.   

https://www.amazon.com/Aphrodite-Rabbis-Adapted-Culture-Judaism-ebook/dp/B01C2SQ52Y/ref=sr_1_1?crid=153ZZAAJJF12H&keywords=aphrodite+and+the+rabbis&qid=1640926318&s=books&sprefix=aphrodite%2Cstripbooks%2C545&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Aphrodite-Rabbis-Adapted-Culture-Judaism-ebook/dp/B01C2SQ52Y/ref=sr_1_1?crid=153ZZAAJJF12H&keywords=aphrodite+and+the+rabbis&qid=1640926318&s=books&sprefix=aphrodite%2Cstripbooks%2C545&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Aphrodite-Rabbis-Adapted-Culture-Judaism-ebook/dp/B01C2SQ52Y/ref=sr_1_1?crid=153ZZAAJJF12H&keywords=aphrodite+and+the+rabbis&qid=1640926318&s=books&sprefix=aphrodite%2Cstripbooks%2C545&sr=1-1
tel:301-299-3255
tel:202-997-1890
tel:703-417-8983
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Just like Judaism, the pandemic has a language and vocabulary all its own.  In the last two years, we 
have added new jargon (social distancing), given new life to outdated terms (quarantine), gorged on 
words (unprecedented), and reassigned scientific lingo (asymptomatic) to everyday use.  And the 
word most exploited by the times in which we live?  It has got to be pivot. 

Articles have been written on the prevalence of the term pivot and its insidious use, including argu-
ments for the way we are using it incorrectly. I choose to neither defend nor condemn pivot, instead 
making the case for flexibility. 

To those on the outside looking in, Judaism can be seen as rigid, guided entirely by law, perpetuat-
ing an unyielding attachment to a millennia’s old fixed text.  In reality, nothing could be further from 
the truth.  There is simply no way Judaism would have survived millennia without the capacity to 
adapt, to grow, to alter the course, and to accommodate change—in other words, to embrace flexi-
bility. 

Numbers Rabbah famously emphasizes that there are 70 faces to the Torah, underlying the many, 
many ways text can be approached.  In fact, the Torah depicts God revising decisions, reacting to 
circumstances, and reconsidering decrees.  Taking the Torah as a whole, it is clear that the text 
preaches the value of rethinking, reworking, retooling all while simultaneously remaining true to 
the core components. 

This year, TI’s educational offerings have managed to do just that too. Himmelfarb has continued to 
meet and exceed learning objectives and at the same time embrace flexibility.  The faculty, 
madrichot, students and families have worked so hard to ensure that learning goals continue to be 
met, despite a rapidly changing environment. 

Himmelfarb began outside and offsite, moved to outside at TI, went to 90-minutes indoors and 90-
minutes outdoors at TI, relocated all indoors and added an optional virtual track, and is now all vir-
tual, with an eye to returning soon in person, all within the last five months. Holiday, family and 
Shabbat programming has been designed to straddle both in person and virtual worlds while being 
able to transform at a moment’s notice, all the while remaining meaningful and engaging. 

Through it all, the children have improved their Hebrew decoding and grammar, learned about 
lifecycle events, celebrated holidays, met our Biblical ancestors, practiced Tefilah skills, gained un-
derstanding of daily prayers, and explored the Mishkan, First Temple and Second Temple. Families 
have celebrated festivals together and apart, and adults have explored engaging learning opportu-
nities.  The teens have moved outdoors to indoors, with and without dinner, debating ethical dilem-
mas, exploring the meaning of community, and delving into derech eretz along the way. 

While I cannot say that I have specifically enjoyed all of this flexibility, I do see that it has opened TI 
up to new possibilities.  In striving to accommodate new realities, students, teachers and lay leaders 
have all recognized the limitations that we previously put upon ourselves. In adapting, we have 
come to more deeply understand that we truly are part of something larger.  By being forced to look 
for new and creative solutions, we have gained perspective and have felt empowered to take more 
ownership of our own educational goals. We may not have pivoted, but we have more than perse-
vered, and we should celebrate that TI continues to succeed in unexpected and delightful ways.  

Himmelfarb Happenings - Rabbi Kelley 
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For Tu B’Shevat 2022 TI-ers went on a nature walk and learned about how to limit methane and how to test for 
its presence.  Photos by Carla Ellern. 

Tu B’Shevat 

The group gathers in the cold. Preparing to learn about methane and the environ-
mental problems it poses. 

Joelle Novey talks about how 

to curb methane production 

and why this is vital for our 

environmental future. 

Barbara Briggs shows how 
to test for methane leaks. 

Testing for leaks. 
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February Yahrzeitn 

Jan. 28 – 29 

2/1 Joel Burton 

 Samuel Kavruck 

 Benjamin Natter 

2/2 Esther Bertha Blacker 

 Shirley F. Danoff 

 Alfred Dorn 

 Albert Emsellem 

 Jack Gilman 

 Jacob Green 

 Alexander Constantine 
                Hiltner 

 Julius Katz 

 Annette Korn 

 Ziva Lifshitz 

 Pearl Malcom 

 Fay W. Sterenbuch 

2/3 Guy Isaac Amsellem 

 Maklouf Mikael Amsellem 

 Agnes Anker 

 Rabbi Theodor Hertzl 
               Gordon 

 Jack Harry Kamen 

 Ida Kline 

 Shmuel Lapin 

 Gerard Previn Meyer 

 Harry Millstein 

 Vladimir Miskinyants 

 Abraham L. Schiller 

2/4 Macklouf Emsellem  

 Goldie Back Goldberg 

 Carl Johnson 

 Hyman Katz 

 Nettie Marron 

 Dorothy Mathis 

 Louis Ari Lione Mintz 

 Milton Scham 

 Louis A. Simmons 

 Morris Tranen 

Feb. 4 - 5 

2/5 Isaac Handy 

 Sol Lynn 

 Harry Mintz 

 Sally Ohringer 

 Justin Robinson 

 Joseph David Zeller 

2/6 Daniel Coleman 

 Milton M. Finkelstein 

 Ghers Fisher 

 Bertha Kruger 

 Miriam Lynn 

 Anne Mitlin 

 Jeannette Tilchin 

 Julius Weinberg 

 Toba Miller Wilensky 

2/7 Marie Amsellem 

 Samuel Edelman 

 Seymour Horwitz 

 Joseph Kahanov 

 Herman Joseph 
                Nissenbaum 

 Morris Root 

 Sarah Rosen 

2/8 Nathan Disenhaus 

 Fran Eizenstat 

 David Feinsilver 

 Louis Jewler 

2/9 George E. Bachman 

 Sadie Ostroff Primack 

 Flora Sandler 

 Maurice Silverman 

2/10 Julius Blaser 

 Sam Bojankosky 

 Rose Lewis Glaser 

 Sylvia Kessler 

 Morris Rubin 

 Martin A. Saginor 

 Cecelia P. Schor 

 Annie Shapiro 

 Audrey Yalowitz 

2/11 Sanford Heller 

 Michael Liberson 

 Adolph Novak 

 Zelda Rothberg 

 Samuel Rovin 

 Jack Steinberg 

 Henry Yalowitz 

 

Feb. 11 - 12 

2/12 Benjamin Bookin 

 Naomi Ruth Caplan 

 Samuel L. Cohen 

 William Katz 

 Myer Kuritzky 

 Joseph Kurtz 

 Harry Moses Lazar 

 Morris Michelson 

2/13 Michael Goldberg 

 Henry Charles 
                Handelsman 

 Susan Schreibman 

 Anthony M. Schwartz 

 Morris Zetlin 

2/14 Irv Borochoff 

 William David Miller 

2/15 Marilyn M. Bernstein 

 Roslyn Flum 

 Gail Kefer 

 Abraham Massri 

 Minna Needle 

 Charles Rosenberg 

2/16 Morris Bookin 

 Harold Dicker 

2/17 Lenore Anderson 

 Stanley Baker 

 Abraham Benson 

 Yetta Krakow 

 Maynard A. Nathanson 

 Max B. Sheer 

2/18 Simon Borzekowski 

 Myrtle Cohen 

 Marvin Kefer 

(Continued on page 19) 

Editor’s note:  We list upcoming yahrzeitn based on ShulCloud records, under the Shabbat dates when the 
name is recited and by the yahrzeit date.  
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February Yahrzeitn continued 

 Clara Berenter Sennett 

 Ethel Silber  

Feb. 18 - 19 

2/19 Ida Gentner 

 Viola Kalmus 

 Sarah Lav 

2/20 Haya Marcus Abraham 

 Gay Auerbach 

 Allan Coleman 

 Rabbi Daniel I. Leifer 

 Isadore Tuerk 

2/21 Irving Abramson 

 Millie Heppen 

 Eric Frank Kammer 

 Betty Klein 

 Arthur Lemberg 

 Henry Liebowitz 

 Sol Peres 

 Lucy Shleien 

 Charles Julius Sidman 

2/22 Frances Footer 

 Leroy R. Hollander 

 Morris Nathanson 

 Moshe Netzer 

 Edith Ratner 

 Pauline Miller Shereshefsky 

2/23 Gilbert Ralph Faigen 

 Samuel Hausman 

 Tzirel Kolmeister 

 Dudley V. Lascoff 

 Melvin E. Lewis 

 Ita Eichenbaum 
               Schwartzman 

 Marcia Silberfarb 

 Bella Terner 

 Sol Wolman 

2/24 Louise C. Frank 

 Bessie Liebowitz 

 Eli Lynch 

 Edward J. Reamer 

 Elizabeth Dockterman Ring 

2/25 Mayer Ackerman 

 Harvey Fenster 

 Norman "Bud" Herman 

  

Feb. 25 - 26 

2/26 Carol Lechner Chapin 

 Oscar Einhorn 

 G. Irving Hillson 

 Fannie Cooper Laden 

 Sheila Leifer 

 Jacob Lynn 

 Aaron Ostrofsky 

2/27 Rose Braverman 

 Etta Shatkin Brier 

 Charles Cohen 

 Samuel Goldberg 

 Herman Isicson 

 Saul Minsky 

 Leo Sussman 

2/28 Randy Brachfeld 

 Edward Feldman 

 Myer Herman 

 Annetta E. Himmelfarb 

 Edith Lopatin 

 Jack O. Luber 

 Leah Margoles 

 Sadie Wolman 

https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/form/megillat-esther2022.html
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Gevarim: Jewish History Online - Andrew Reamer 

Sunday, February 6 -- 10:30 am-12:15 pm • 
via Zoom (see TI calendar for link) 

Sunday, February 20 -- 10:30 am-12:15 pm • 
via Zoom (see TI calendar for link) 

The Jewish Americans, PBS (Parts 3 & 4): The 
Best of Times, the Worst of Times  

As Jewish Americans tried to enter the main-
stream of American life, they were frustrated by 
antisemitism even as they developed their own 
resources, often succeeding in businesses on the 
margins of American life. Facing a wave of world-
wide antisemitism and shut out from much of 
American life, Jewish Americans developed a par-
allel universe all their own - establishing Jewish 
fraternities and sororities, summer camps and 
community centers, hospitals and schools, neigh-
borhoods and vacation resorts - and venturing 
into new businesses. For instance, in the 1920s, 
Jewish immigrants came to dominate Hollywood, 

creating the Hollywood studio system and enact-
ing their version of the American dream.  

For Jewish Americans, the depression of the 
1930s was a dual misery. Not only did tens of 
thousands face unemployment, other Americans - 
from Father Coughlin to Charles Lindbergh - 
blamed them for the country's problems while 
Jewish Americans struggled desperately to res-
cue Jews from fascism in Europe. "The Best of 
Times, The Worst of Times" also describes the 
Jewish response to Hitler and the Holocaust, fo-
cusing on the relationship between Jewish lead-
ers - in particular Secretary of the Treasury Henry 
Morgenthau Jr. - and Franklin Delano Roosevelt. 
It details the reaction of Jewish Americans to the 
stories of the death camps that emerged after the 
war. Nearly all of European Jewry had been de-
stroyed, and American Jews suddenly found 
themselves the largest and most powerful Jewish 
community in the world.  

Looking to connect with TI members who share your interests? 

Now you can find them in the TI Directory! 
 
The TI Membership Committee, along with efforts from the TI Staff, are launching public and private 
“tags” for members. Simply complete this form before Feb 25th, select your interests and neighborhood, 
and submit! You choose which 'tags' appear in the ShulCloud Directory, allowing TI members with  
similar interests to find each other! 

Learn more at http://bit.ly/ConnectWithTIMembers. 

https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/connect-with-timembers.html#form
https://bit.ly/ConnectWithTIMembers
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From the February 2019 Menorah 
Here are some of the photos featured in the Menorah issue of February 2019.    

 

 

Marcia Goldberg z”l; photo by Jeff Peterman  

Havdallah potluck at the home of Josh and 

Sara Goldberg. 

Kadima and USY Hanukkah extravaganza.  Photo by Adam Rosen. Food preparation for 

serving Christmas  

dinners at shelters.   


