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From the President: Sara Goldberg 
Whether you attended holiday services in person or 

virtually, came to an outdoor event, or gathered 

with TI friends, I hope our community contributed 

to your holidays this past month. I want to applaud 

our staff and volunteers for providing programming 

that met a lot of needs during a challenging time. 

Administratively, the end of the holidays means it’s 

time to get going on all the things that took a bit of a pause. Committee 

meetings will start up again, and the board will begin working in earnest on 

the important work we have to do this year.  

(Continued on page 2) 

From the Rabbi: Rabbi Michael Werbow 
This article is a copy of an email I posted just before Simchat Torah about a 

new initiative in the TI community but I wanted to get it out in a different 

format so more people might learn about it and join. Even if you are reading 

this a few days (or even many more) into the cycle, please join us. There is a 

whole year ahead of us. We are only at the beginning. 

-------------------------------------------------------- 

Usually, when I am referring to something from a  

biblical text, I’ll say it is from the Jewish Bible. This 

evades the conversation about saying Old Testament 

and its relationship with the New Testament, which I 

refer to as the Christian Bible. However, an easier way 

to deal with this, for those in the know is to refer to it as 

the נַּ״ְך   .or TaNaKh ,תַּ

נַּ״ְך  as indicated by the two apostrophes, is an acronym. It is made up of ,תַּ

three sections, the Torah (the first five books), the Nevi’im (the Prophets) 

and Ketuvim (the Writings). When taking the first letter of each word we get 
(Continued on page 3) 
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As you know, the Property Use Committee will begin gathering congregational and community  

feedback and investigating and researching possible uses before presenting to the board and the 

congregation in December. I encourage you to reach out if you have expertise to lend them as they 

do this extremely important work.  

But the property is certainly not the only thing we are working on. Beginning this month, we will 

launch a collaborative effort to understand the educational needs of our congregation and the 

From the President - continued 
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broader Jewish community and to create a plan 

to enhance the way we serve those needs. If you 

can give of your time and passion to help with 

that effort, please let me know. We need to 

strengthen and expand our programs for young 

children and families to ensure our community 

can grow and flourish into the future, but we will 

also use this effort to enhance educational  

programming for all ages. 

Additionally, I plan to focus more time on some 

of the more mundane, but no less important,  

aspects of board leadership to ensure stronger 

continuity and role clarity. Things like job  

descriptions, committee formation, budgeting, 

and planning can make a big difference in how 

smoothly things operate.  

If any of the above – or anything else about TI – 

feels like something you are interested and will-

ing to contribute your time or resources to, I 

hope you’ll send me an email. I’m excited about 

what we can accomplish together in the months 

ahead. Keep an eye on your inbox for announce-

ments about board meetings, updates on critical 

initiatives and plans for the next Town Hall 

meeting in December. 

B’shalom, 

Sara Goldberg 

mailto:mwerbow@tifereth-israel.org
mailto:anabramowitz@verizon.net
mailto:anabramowitz@verizon.net
mailto:eseidel@tifereth-israel.org
mailto:tipresident@Tifereth-israel.org
mailto:tiexec@tifereth-israel.org
mailto:sheri@tifereth-israel.org
mailto:RabbiKelley@tifereth-israel.org
mailto:delanie@tifereth-israel.org
mailto:menorah@tifereth-israel.org
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From the Rabbi - continued 

נַּ״ְך  .with the Khaf of Ketuvim changing to a final letter and a Kh sound instead תַּ

Among Conservative Jews there is a general familiarity with the material in the Torah but less so 

when it comes to Nevi’im and Ketuvim (NaKh). This includes your rabbi. Yes, I have read many 

parts of these sections and have studied some of the books in more detail but still have nowhere 

near the kind of grasp on them as I do the Torah. This is not necessarily surprising when we read 

the entirety of the Torah each year but don’t generally do so with NaKh.  

So, I am looking for others who want to go on this journey with me. Starting with Simchat Torah, I 

will be reading a section of Torah, Nevi’im and Ketuvim each day so I can complete the whole 

TaNaKah in one year. This will mean reading roughly 1/7 of the weekly Torah reading, one  

chapter of Nevi’im and one chapter of Ketuvim. Sometimes we will have to read more than one 

Aliyah or more than one chapter but this will be the general approach. There are resources that I 

will share to help give more insight into the texts and there will be an email group that you can 

subscribe to to share insights, questions or things that the text made you think about. Hopefully 

this will lead to conversations about the texts and deeper understanding for us all. You can join 

this conversation by sending an email to TaNaKh_with_TI+subscribe@googlegroups.com or by 

sending me an email requesting to join. 

To assist in keeping track of where we are, I have begun a document where you can find the daily 

reading from each section as well as links to find those texts in Sefaria, an online library or Jewish 

texts. You can click here to view this listing.  

There will be more updates in the future as we complete books of the Bible and move on to new 

ones.  I hope you come along on this journey with us. 

Rabbi Werbow 

Werbow family 

Sukkah.  Photo  by 

Maya Werbow 

mailto:TaNaKh_with_TI+subscribe@googlegroups.com
mailto:mwerbow@tifereth-israel.org
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1_NBSArwP5uslny3gsAfGd_Ebrtl1MRhY6Ip-huO9yN4/edit?usp=sharing
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The Impact of COVID on Children and Their Families 
 

Sunday, Nov 7 

10:45am- Noon  

Zoom Session 

 

Join a distinguished panel that includes: 

 

Dr. Sheryl Frank, Psychologist 

Dr. Rose Ellen Halper, Learning Specialist 

Louise Kelley, Teacher 

Leigh Verbois, Parent 

  

to listen and discuss how COVID affected our children and families. 

 

This past year we have experienced isolation, communication break-down, and perhaps sheer 
madness.  Many of our children have been forced to learn in ways that are unfamiliar while 
teachers have been compelled to master virtual learning, and parents have been asked to 
wear several different hats.  Although the stress and strain of the past year have left their 
mark on many children, teachers and parents, there have been positive and negative out-
comes.  The panel will provide an overview of the issues and answer questions about your and 
your child’s COVID experience. 

 

Registration is Required 

https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/impact-of-covid-on-children
-and-families.html  

https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/impact-of-covid-on-children-and-families.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/impact-of-covid-on-children-and-families.html
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Ron Ghatan and Megan Larkin 
have lived in the DC area for about 
a decade, and in Takoma Park since 
2015. Both lawyers, they met after 
law school while clerking for a 
judge in Boston. Both now work for 
the federal government. Ron had 
visited TI a few times over the 
years and decided to become more 
involved and join. Having grown up 
at a Conservative synagogue near 
Boston the style is familiar, though 
with a Sephardi father Ron grew up 
with a mix of Sephardi and  
Ashkenazi traditions at home. Ron 
and Megan first found TI through  
Elizabeth Leff, a co-worker of Me-
gan’s as well as a Takoma Park 
neighbor. That makes Elizabeth and her husband, Mark Verschell, TI’s Magnet Members of the 
Month.  

Ron and Megan enjoy outdoor activities like gardening, running, and walking their dog.  
Ron enjoyed streaming the High Holiday services and hopes to meet more TI members face to 
face as in-person services become more comfortable for more people.  

New Member Spotlight-  Jared Garelick 

Steinberg family Sukkah.  

Photo by Julie Steinberg 
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Volunteer Spotlight - Jared Garelick 

Jennifer Kefer describes herself as a true volunteer 
– she doesn’t come up with TI programs or projects, 
but she regularly volunteers to help when asked.  
Of course, it helps that she routinely puts herself in 
the position to be asked. 

For example, Jennifer has been on the Membership 
Committee for many years. When a project is pro-
posed during a meeting of that committee, Jennifer 
is often the first to break the silence when the 
question arises “who is willing to work on this?” She 
is always willing to take on something, with a pref-
erence for discrete projects that have a beginning 
and an end. That way, there is nothing hanging over 
her when the project is finished. 

Jennifer stresses that she is not the primary mover 
in the activities this column highlights and insists 

that someone else deserves more credit for any 
particular project. That noted, she still merits a  
moment in the Volunteer Spotlight for her years of 
enthusiastic and energetic volunteer commitment 
to a wide range of TI activities. 

Jennifer helps make the arrangements for TI’s Full 
Moon Hikes, assisting John List, who is the master-
mind of that popular event. 

When a home is needed for an informal TI/Kadima/
Himmelfarb School event, Jennifer often  
volunteers hers. It has been the site of numerous 
Havdalah pot luck gatherings, and Jennifer helps 
plan and organize them at other homes as well.  

Like others on the Membership Committee,  
Jennifer calls new members to check in on them. 
It’s a task she enjoys because she wants to help  
others find a way for TI to have a meaningful part in 
their lives, as it does for her and her family.  

Jennifer recently helped organize, prepare, and de-
liver the High Holiday goody bags we all enjoyed, 
an activity she also did last year for Purim. Taking 
on some of the deliveries herself, Jennifer made the 
outing a date with her husband, Josh. Preparing the 
goody bags is the kind of project she is always will-
ing to do so long as she can partner with Rona Sis-
kind for Rona’s organizational and creative exper-
tise. As their magnum opus, Rona and Jennifer are 
the team that organized last year’s TI Day virtual 
gala, allowing the congregation to salute Rabbi 
Seidel on his retirement in an inventive, fun, and 
socially-distanced manner.  

Not every congregational need is a happy one.  
Jennifer has sometimes answered the call for  
volunteers from the Funeral Practices Committee 
(see July/August 2021 Volunteer Spotlight profile 
of Shelly Heller). She also created and organized a 
Wednesday evening minyan at TI for two years, 
providing an additional opportunity for people  
saying Kaddish. 

On the happier side, this reporter can attest that 
Jennifer is always willing to accept a role in a Purim 
spiel, and to perform it with élan.  

Despite her preference for discrete projects that 
end, Jennifer is a current TI Board member, a  
continuing role that puts her in the way of  
additional volunteer opportunities, some of which 
she takes.  

In her day job, Jennifer is a program manager for an 
educational travel company, helping design small 
group cultural and educational tours. If you are 
looking for an interesting place to visit, either near-
by or far away, she usually has a great  
recommendation ready.  

Next time you see a TI email asking for a volunteer, 
or you see other TI members working on something 
that you could assist with in some way, be like  
Jennifer – say that you could help. Lots of people 
helping out here and there is how we have a strong 
community.  

Thank you, Jennifer, for your years of wide ranging 
volunteer service to TI.  

Photo by 

Jason Wejl 
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Would you like to give out the honors at Shabbat morning and holiday services? Iris Lav is willing 

to train you to do that.   

We need a few new people to become a floor gabbai. Here is how it works. 

Qualifications:  

 Able to generally follow where we are in the service and Torah reading,  

 Able to arrive at services by 9:45 am, 

 Not always have other responsibilities, such as small children to watch.   

How it works: 

 Individual or perhaps group training is available, 

 There is a written guide that explains what has to be done at each point in the service, 

 You partner with an experienced gabbai the first few times. 

There is a periodic email asking for gabbaim to sign up for an upcoming week or service, usually 

with openings for a number of weeks in the  

future.  You just email back to sign up for a  

particular week. 

We can’t have Shabbat and holiday morning 

services without a floor gabbai. So you would 

be performing an important service for the con-

gregation. Please email Iris Lav 

(irisjlav@gmail.com) to indicate your interest or 

discuss the possibility.  

Editor’s note:  I can attest that being a floor gabbai 

brings real satisfaction.  You make people feel hon-

ored and noticed, while playing a vital role in the 

choreography of the service.  You get to be near the 

Ark a few times during the service.   

And finally, when a floor gabbai gives an honor to a 

visitor, that visitor comes away feeling welcomed 

and included.  I am a member of TI today in part 

because John List gave me an Aliyah on my first 

visit to Shabbat services.   

Funeral Practices Committee 
Always On-Call 

 

Chaverim of the Funeral Practices Committee are 
on call to provide counsel and services to 
synagogue members and their dependents.  
 
In the event of a death, before contacting the 
funeral home please contact one of the following 
chaverim or the TI  office (202-882-1605).  
 
 Shelly Heller      h: 301-942-1836 
                w: 202-994-5906 
                c:  301-996-2704 
 
 Marcia Goggin     w: 301-754-1963 
                c: 301.792.1063  
 
 Bruce Heppen       h: 301-299-3255 
                  c:  202-997-1890 
                  w: 703-417-8983 
  
  Naomi Revzin        h:   301-765 6272 
                  c:  301-435.6272 

Learn to be a Floor Gabbai- Iris Lav 

tel:301-299-3255
tel:202-997-1890
tel:703-417-8983


        

   October 2021                              Tifereth Israel Menorah                                    Page  8           

Social Action Programs- Bob Feron 

Our commitment to tikkun olam – healing and 
repairing the world – is a natural outgrowth of 
TI’s progressive concern for the both the local 
community and world around us—a concern 

that is needed now more than ever. Our  
congregation now has an opportunity to act on 
these Jewish values. 

We need to decide over the next few weeks 
what type and degree of support the members 
of Tifereth Israel are willing and able to offer to 
one (or two) of the families who recently  
arrived from Afghanistan. Over 53,000 Afghans 
from the recent evacuations have already  
arrived in the United States and are now 
housed at eight U.S. military bases, with many  

thousands still at bases in Europe. They are now 
undergoing complete vaccination and health 
examinations, not just COVID-19 vaccinations, 
but the full range of all routine childhood vac-
cinations and adult health care procedures. 

Beginning in mid-October, they will begin to be 
resettled around the United States, with at 

least 1,600 of them scheduled to arrive in  
Maryland, according to Mr. Myat Lin, Director 
of the Maryland State Office of Refugees and 
Asylees. Most of these Afghan evacuees have 

been admitted in “humanitarian parole” status, 
which under current law means they will not be 
eligible to access the same Federal and State 
social welfare benefits (Medicaid, SNAP, etc.) 
that refugees and asylees are entitled to  
receive. Nor will they be eligible to receive 
health care coverage under the ACA (except for 
minors and pregnant women).  

This means that if the Tifereth Israel Social Ac-
tion Committee chooses to mentor and support 
one or two families of Afghan evacuees who are 
resettled nearby we would need to identify at 

least half a dozen volunteers who could work 
with them occasionally, with at least a few of 
these volunteers doing so on an almost weekly 
basis over the next six months, to perform a 
wide variety of tasks. This could involve collect-
ing basic household supplies, assisting them in 
purchasing food, serving as a job search mentor 
for the family’s main wage earner, showing 
them how to use public transit, libraries and 
similar public resources, or serving as volunteer 
tutors for their school-age children. Some of 

these tasks can surely be done remotely, but 
others will necessarily involve in-person visits. 

Similarly, we would need to identify a handful of 
TI volunteers who could take on the responsi-
bility of coordinating whatever fundraising ef-
forts  become necessary. This doesn’t mean 
asking fellow TI members to make donations, 
but rather anticipating and managing the timing 
of financial needs During the first few months, 
it might be necessary for us to pay their rent 
until they obtain regular jobs. 

If you might be willing to lend a hand in any of 
these ways, we encourage you to attend one of 
the upcoming Social Action Committee  
meetings, all of which are open to the entire  
congregation. Alternatively, you can email  
either Bob Feron, Gene Herman or both to  
express your willingness to help, even if you 

(Continued on page 9) 

 If I am not for myself, then who will be for me? 
And if I am only for myself, what am I? 

And if not now, when? 
– Rabbi Hillel 

mailto:TISocialAction@tifereth-israel.org
mailto:gene511@aol.com
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Social Action Programs - continued 

can’t attend such a meeting. Whether or not we decide to sponsor an Afghan family (or two) will  
depend primarily on how many TI members express an interest in either becoming volunteers or  
offering to make occasional financial donations to support the essential needs of such a family. 

Upcoming Social Action Dates 
Sunday, Oct. 3 – Shepherds Table: TI volunteers serving food – First Sunday of each month. 

Wednesday, Oct. 6 – Social Action Committee Meeting – https://zoom.us/j/97140498534 

Black by Convenience: Colorism in Eurocentric Culture: June 18, 2022, link to Parashat Beha’alotcha 

Rosh Hashanah Food Deliveries 
On Sunday, September 5, TI participated in a JSSA-sponsored program to deliver holiday foods to needy 

or elderly Jewish residents of our area. TI was one of the major contributors to this program as over 30 

volunteers participated. Special thanks to Tobi McFarland, Carla Ellern, Barbara Milton, Claudine  

Schweber, Steven Bressler, Sara and Amelia Goldberg, Melissa Perera, Jaclyn Shettler, Paula and Joseph  

Martin, Jennifer and Naomi Taransky, Krayna Feinberg, Varda Fink, Rachel and Jonathan Tickner, 

Louise Weiner, David Silber, Judi Berland, Jenni Grabel, Tali Stopak, Michael Tilchin, Marcia Goggin, 

Sylvia Horowitz, Rabbi Michael Werbow, Stephanie Rubin, Shelly Heller, Terri Zall, Larry Paul, Morris 

Rodenstein, Jessica Weissman, Sheryl Gross-Glazer, Howard and Michele Sumka, Rachel Seidel,  

Dick Siegel and Lisa Traiger for taking the time and starting  Rosh Hashanah on a high note for many  

Jewish residents in our community. Thanks also to Julie Steinberg and Larry Baizer for helping to make 

volunteer assignments go smoothly and to Mark Berch for volunteering to pick up food packages from the 

Ohr Kodesh distribution site. TI has a long tradition of caring for the community and that tradition was 

certainly evident this Rosh Hashanah. TI will again be participating in a community effort to distribute 

food packages prior to Passover. Please consider being a volunteer at that time.  

 -  Gene Herman for the Social Action Committee 

TI Sukkah under construction by Richard Gryziak. Photo by Jevera Temsky. 

https://zoom.us/j/97140498534
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Hag Sameach to everyone from Kol Nashim, the voice of TI’s women. We wish everyone a happy, 
healthy, and more normal year from strength to strength. 

The KN board hopes everyone got a bookmark as part of the TI Rosh Hashanah goodie bag. Thanks to 
the committee for including KN. Many of you already participate in the monthly KN book club, where 
all are welcome. There is an article each month in the Menorah about the group’s book selections. 
Thanks to Jessica Weissman for continuing to organize the book lovers gathering. 

We want you . . . to join us.  Kol Nashim has never before had to do a membership drive. In the past, 
your $25 KN dues (most of which goes to Women’s League of Conservative Judaism, the umbrella for 
nationwide sisterhood groups) was automatically put on your July 1  TI annual bill. For several reasons, 
this practice stopped about 3 years ago and now about 40% of the women in TI are not KN members.  

You get lots of programming for your dues. We generally present programs that are free and open to 
all TI members and beyond, and we endeavor to appeal to multiple age groups. Some are local talent, 
such as The Trial of Esau and Jacob, Kim Levone teaching us about being a comedy impresario, or our 
baking lessons, and some feature outside speakers. Most are in the TI building but sometimes we ven-
ture out as a group, like when we went to the Glenstone Art Museum when it first opened. It’s on our 
schedule to do that again this year to see the new building -- safely. 

To be specific, the dues we collect allow us to:  

1) stay affiliated with WLCJ which has a wealth of educational and informational resources,   

2) make donations to other TI projects (like the sign at the corner of 16th & Juniper)  

3) pay an author or other ‘professional’ speaker whom we otherwise would not be able to host 
(example: Pam Nadell’s presentation about her book America's Jewish Women: A History from  
Colonial Times to Today, named Jewish Book of the Year by the Jewish Book Council) 

4) serve snacks at all our events. 

So to the 40% who are not KN members: won’t you join us? Just call the office at 202-882-1605 to get 
the $25 fee added to your TI invoice. 

This pandemic year we did several online get togethers that were very well received: The Word  
Mavens, a tour of the Suffrage exhibit in Lockport NY, a conversation with Hana Berger Moran, one of 
the subjects of the book Born Survivors: Three Young Mothers and Their Extraordinary Story of 
Courage, Defiance, and Hope. 

In-person events always include snacks, especially chocolate.  Sorry, but you have to bring your own to 
the Zoom events. 

I would be remiss if I didn’t mention our first event of the year: “The Impact of COVID on Children and 
Their Families” A panel will discuss the pandemic’s impact and field your questions. It’s scheduled for 
November 7th at 10:45 AM via Zoom. Register here: https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/impact-of
-covid-on-children-and-families.html  

Questions/suggestions for program? Contact me at tikolnashim@tifereth-israel.org – I’m this year’s 
president of KN. We’re currently finalizing our program calendar for the year and would love to hear 
what you’d love to attend. 

Be well and please stay safe, everyone. 

Did You Get Your Kol Nashim Bookmark? - Margie Odle 

https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/impact-of-covid-on-children-and-families.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/impact-of-covid-on-children-and-families.html
mailto:tikolnashim@tifereth-israel.org
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Lifelong Learning Lowdown:  October 2021  
Rabbi Kelley Gludt 

It’s been an amazing month here at TI!  I have 
truly enjoyed getting to know this warm and 
welcoming congregation and look forward to 
spending more time with everyone. 

Jumping in right before the High Holy Days 
proved to be an excellent way to get to know 
the congregation.  On Rosh Hashanah, more 
than 25 children could be found outside,  
attending services with Morah Silvia, playing 
on the playground, and learning from two local 
beekeepers.  On Yom Kippur, the tots (and 
their parents) met up for yoga in a nearby park 
while Morah Siliva once again led a ruach-filled 
holiday service on the TI playground.  We also 
held online services and a yoga class over 
Zoom.  Our teens gathered that afternoon to 
debate who was most responsible for Isaac’s 
near-death experience: God or Abraham.  Dur-
ing Sukkot, Kadima families enjoyed Pizza in 
the Hut while high schoolers played games and 
filled up on Sushi in the Sukkah. And tots and 
their grownups had the opportunity to dance 
on the front steps in celebration of Simchat  
Torah. 

The Himmelfarb Religious School lost no time 
preparing for Sukkot, with students lending a 
hand to construct and decorate a sukkah in a 
myriad of TI backyards on the first day.  Our 
second week found us all learning more about 
Sukkot in Rock Creek Park.  The following 
week the Religious School returned to TI to 
learn about Hoshannah Rabbah, Shmeini 
Atzeret and Simchat Torah in the environs 
around the shul.   

I cannot overstate what a blessing it has been 
to reconvene in person.  Rest assured that  
everyone takes mask wearing seriously, and 
we have been making the best of the amazing 
fall weather to meet outside.  We will continue 
to gather as both a school and a shul, coming 
together to build excitement and community, 
and to engage in wonderful learning and  
praying opportunities. 

If I have not yet had the pleasure of meeting 
you and your family, either virtually or in  
person, I look forward to doing so.  Please 
reach out! 

Bet-Gimmel 

1st day of 

school.  Photos 

by Jennifer 

Kefer 
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Lifelong Learning Lowdown: October 2021 - continued 

Vav 1st day of school.  Photos by Stephen Brerer 

More Adon Olam Tunes 

Here are additional suggested tunes for Adon Olam,  from Jeffrey Steinberg.   Please send your sug-

gestions to menorah@tifereth-israel.org.   

Simchat Torah or Beethoven’s birthday:  Ode to Joy 

Martin Luther King’s birthday or another social justice occasion:  We Shall Not Be Moved 

Any time we want to speed up the pace of services:  Gilbert & Sullivan’s The Very Model of a Major 

General 

Editor’s note:  Beethoven and Jane Austen share a birthday.  Got an idea for a tune honoring her? 

mailto:menorah@tifereth-israel.org?subject=Adon%20Olam%20tune
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WEEKLY SERVICE SCHEDULE 

 

Early Kabbalat Shabbat* 

Fridays before sundown, check calendar for times 

Join in soulful song to bring in Shabbat with the community.  

 

 

Kabbalat Shabbat* 

Fridays at 6:30 pm; 6:15 pm shmooze on Zoom 

Join in soulful song to bring in Shabbat with the community.  

 

 

Shabbat Morning Services** 

Saturdays at 9:00 am 

Services are traditional, egalitarian, participatory 

and led by TI members in partnership with our Rabbi. 

 

 

ZOOMdalah! 

Saturdays after sundown, check calendar for times 

TI's virtual neighborhood gathers via Zoom for a warm 

and welcoming service to bring in the new week. 

 

 

Sunday Morning Minyan* 

Sundays at 9:15 am 

Start the week by giving your spiritual life a lift! Services are 

lay-led, with Rabbi Werbow sharing insights into prayers and 

approaching Holidays. 

*Attend in the Sanctuary or via Zoom 

** Registration requested for in-person attendance. Learn more about in-person services at TI here. 

https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/congregational-budget-meeting.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/kabbalat-shabbat--maariv.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/kabbalat-shabbat--maariv.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/shabbat-morning-services1.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/zoom-dalah-hava-dalah-zoom3.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/sunday-morning-service-zoom---tentative.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/shabbat-morning---registrations.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/covidguidelines


      

   Tishrei/Cheshvan 5782                   Tifereth Israel Menorah                          Page  15    

RAIN GARDEN CARE 

Sponsored by the Green Committee 

Sundays, October 3, November 7 & December 12 at 10:00 am 

All are invited to come help take care of the rain garden at TI! 

We will be weeding and planting as needed through the seasons. 

Please bring a shovel and gloves. 

JEWISH HISTORY ONLINE  

Sponsored by Gevarim 

Sunday, October 3, 17 & 31 at 10:30 am 

Dive into Jewish history with lectures from the Center for Jew-

ish History and the Yiddish Book Center. Each session includes a 

one-hour lecture, followed by discussion led by Allan Tulchin. 

 

 

UPTOWN SHABBAT 

Friday, October 22 at 6:30 pm 

Join a night of soulful song with Robyn Helzner, a leading inter-

preter of world Jewish music, and TI member and Chazzan Larry 

Paul. Snacks available after services. 

 

 

 

IMPACT OF COVID-19 ON CHILDREN AND FAMILIES 

Sponsored by Kol Nashim 

Sunday, November 7 at 10:45 am 

Dr. Sheryl Frank, Dr. Rose Ellen Halper, Louise Kelley, and Leigh 

Verbois will discuss and answer questions on issues related to 

the impact of COVID-19 on children and families. 

 

 

JOYOUS MOVEMENT & DANCE 

Fridays at 8:30 am, check TI calendar for dates 

Come move to the beat: Jewish and secular; US, Israeli and more. 

No dance experience or coordination required for this half-hour 

semi-guided dance party. Busy? Feel free to pop in for a few 

minutes of fun! 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/rain-garden-care.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/jewish-history-online.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/uptown-shabbat--robyn-helzner--larry-paul-via-zoom.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/impact-of-covid-on-children-and-families.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/joyous-movement--dance-/-adena-galinsky1.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/calendar
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Nayes un Mechayes- Melissa Perera 

Happenings 

 

As President of the American Israel Numismatic 
Association, Simcha Kuritzky sponsored a talk by 
Dr. David Jacobson on the subject matter of his 
book Seleucids and Maccabees in Coins, detailing the 
politics of much of the Second Temple period.  
Simcha also travelled to Chicago for the American 
Numismatic Association convention, where his 
exhibit on the Lion of Megiddo in Israel numismat-
ics won third place in Geography. He was also  
re-installed as the Chair of the Exhibit Committee. 

Diane Zurer reports that a number of TI members 
will be participating in an upcoming quilt show. 
NeedleChasers of Chevy Chase will be having its 
Quilt Show Oct. 1 and 2 at the Kensington, MD 
Town Hall. Over 200 quilts on display, handmade 
stuff to buy, queen sized raffle quilt, raffle baskets 
and more. Check out this link: https://
www.needlechasers.org/2021-quilt-show.html. 
And here's a link to a video about the show: 
https://youtu.be/md4wIiBPVEk 

TI-ers Lynn Golub-Rofrano and Joseph Rofrano 
report that their son Joshua Rofrano graduated 
Navy Officer Candidate School on September 17. 
Josh will serve as an Information Professional  
Officer and will be attending school in Dam Neck 
Virginia before leaving for 
his assignment in Bahrain.  
In addition, their daughter 
Myriam Rofrano has been 
promoted to Assistant  
Director of Education K-12 
at Temple Beth Avodah in 
Newton Centre, MA. 

Joyous and Happy 
News 

TI members Dione Pereira and Robert Feron are 
delighted to announce the engagement of their 
daughter Gabriella Pereira-Feron to Warren 
Zachary Bein, son of Janet and Andrew Bein of 
Riverside, Connecticut. They met as members of 
Koleinu, Princeton's Jewish a capella group. They  

 
 
now live in Chapel Hill, North Carolina. May they 
sing in perfect harmony all the days of their lives!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TI members Lillie Rosen and Josh Nadas are 
pleased to announce that their daughter Amy Ilo-
na Nadas was born on at 4am on Saturday July 10, 
2021, 1 Av 5781.She weighed 8 pounds, 1 ounce. 
Mom, Baby and Dad and big sister Shira are doing 
well. Grandparents, TI members Sharon Cohen 
and Elliot Rosen, and Uncle Joe Rosen, are delight-
ed. Amy is named for Lillie’s grandmother, Annette 
Rosen, z"l, and Josh’s great grandmother, Ilona, 

Sad News 

Tifereth Israel member Oscar Mann, died on 
Wednesday, July 7, 2021, 27 Tamuz 5781, at the 
age of 86 after a long illness. He is survived by his 
wife, Amy S. Mann; daughters Karen (Elliot) Sitrin 
and Adriana Mann (Russell Negin); brother John 
Mann; and grandchildren, Ella Sitrin, Isabella 
Negin and Elyse Negin. He was predeceased by his 
parents, Helen Mann (Hinda Mankowski) and Aa-
ron Mankowski.  Oscar Mann was born in Paris 
France on October 13, 1934. His parents, Aaron 
and Hinda Mankowski, were Jewish refugees from 
Poland in search of a better life. Oscar and his 
younger brother, John, spent their early years in 
Paris, where their father successfully established 
open-air clothing markets.   

The Nazi takeover in France in 1940 upended 
their comfortable life.  In 1941, Aaron was arrest-
ed by the French police in a roundup of Jews. 

https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/congregational-budget-meeting.html
https://www.needlechasers.org/2021-quilt-show.htm
https://www.needlechasers.org/2021-quilt-show.htm
https://youtu.be/md4wIiBPVEk
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Nayes un Mechayes - continued 

Handed over to the Germans, he was soon  
deported to the Auschwitz concentration camp 
and murdered. Oscar, his mother, and brother fled 
to a small town in the South of France where they 
were sheltered by the righteous citizens there  
until the end of the war.  

Returning to Paris, the family continued the  
market their father had started, but nothing was 
the same as before. One family trip to Washington, 
D.C. (to visits cousins) convinced Oscar that he had 
to emigrate to America to become a citizen. 

In 1953, after these cousins had gladly agreed to 
sponsor him, Oscar came to the United States. He 
learned that he could become a citizen in 90 days, 
rather than five years, if he enlisted in the military. 
Oscar spent two happy years in the Army,  was 
promoted from Private to Staff Sergeant.  

His cherished citizenship 
allowed him to sponsor 
his brother and mother.  
Oscar began his pre-med 
courses at George  
Washington University, 
where he earned an  
Associate of Arts Degree 
with Distinction. In 1958, 
he was accepted at 
Georgetown University 
Medical School where he 
graduated cum laude. 
Four years of postgraduate medical training, also 
at Georgetown, would shape his life and his career. 

In 1966, Oscar joined a private practice of internal 
medicine. He practiced successfully for 33 years 
until 1999, when he had a stroke. "Nature retired 
me," he often said. 

Oscar, however, did not retire from life. He learned 
to drive a car again, and kept a rigorous schedule 
of exercise. He learned and mastered a desk  
computer which allowed him to communicate with 
his many friends and colleagues. He wrote an auto-
biography, A Journey of Hope, which was published 
in 2005. He was a founding member of the 
Georgetown Romeo Club, an informal group of 

retired, Georgetown-connected physicians.   
He was loved and respected by all who knew him.  

Arnold Louis Berman, husband of Nancy Greene 
Berman, father of Tifereth Israel member Sarah 
Berman (Phil McQueen), and grandfather of Wally 
Osborne, died on Wednesday, July 22, 2021, 13 Av 
5781, at the age of 84 after a short illness. He is 
also survived by his children: Rachael Berman 
(Harold Ackler), David Berman (Beth Wood), Ruth 
(Jon) Murphy; and grandchildren: Rory O’Connor; 
Chase, Elena, Rowan, Claudia, and Wynn Berman; 
and Hank Ackler 

Jim Wachtel, father of Tifereth Israel member 
Dave Wachtel (Jenny Goldstein), and grandfather 
of Eleanor and Adrienne, died on Sunday, August 
1, 2021, 23 Av 5781, at his home in Boynton 
Beach, Florida, after a long illness. He was 87. He is 
also survived by his wife of 63 years, Betty 
Wachtel; son, Simcha Wachtel (Sara Tropper); 
daughter, Margie Wachtel (Morey Stettner); 
grandchildren, Hadar, Ma’ayan, Elishama, and 
Adin; great-grandchildren, Pe’er-Yisrael, Netzach 
Aharon, Keter-Yehuda, and Shalem-Binyamin. 

Born and raised in New York City, where he  
attended Bronx High School of Science, Jim earned 
a B.S. in Chemistry from Colgate University and an 
M.A. in Chemical Engineering from Columbia  
University. He worked 
for the American Can 
Company for 30 years, in 
Princeton, NJ and  
Barrington, IL, mainly  
developing safe and  
effective food packaging.  

Former TI member and 
past TI president Larry 
Povich died on July 17. 
His obituary can be read 
HERE. 

Gilbert Victor Levin,  
father of Henry Levin (Susan Vitale) and  
grandfather of Gigi and Ari, died on Monday, July 
26, 2021, 17 Av 5781, at the age of 97 after a short 
illness. He was predeceased by his wife of 66 years, 

https://www.washingtonjewishweek.com/larry-povich/
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Nayes un Mechayes - continued 

 Karen Levin, in 2019. His other survivors are son 
Ron Levin (companion Sue Smith) of Los Angeles, 
CA, and daughter Carol (Michael) Sanchez of 
Wake Forest, NC, and 4 grandchildren (Jessica, 
Benjamin, David, and Angela Sanchez).  

Gilbert Levin was best known for the experiment 
he designed for NASA's Viking mission to Mars, 
which he maintained showed that there were signs 
of life in the soil of the planet. Most planetary sci-
entists did not agree, but Levin continued to insist 
that the experiment's results could not be  
explained any other way.  

A native of Baltimore, Maryland, Gilbert Levin  
entered the Johns Hopkins University School of 
Engineering in 1941. In 1944, he joined the U.S. 
Maritime Service, where he trained as a shipboard 
radio operator. After serving on various merchant 

ships in the Atlantic, 
North Atlantic, 
Mediterranean,  
Pacific and Indian 
Ocean combat 
zones, Levin left the 
service in 1946. 

He returned to 
Hopkins where he 
obtained his B.E. in 
Civil Engineering in 
1947 and his M.S. in 

Sanitary Engineering in 1948. He then served as 
public health engineer in the health departments 
of Maryland, California and the District of  
Columbia before joining Dr. Louis McCabe, in 
founding Resources Research Inc., an  
environmental consulting and research firm, in 
1955. 

While still working at Resources Research, Inc., 
Levin went back to Hopkins and obtained his Ph.D. 
in Environmental Engineering in 1963. In 1967, 
following the sale of the company, Levin founded 
Biospherics Research Inc. (now Spherix Inc.), 
where he was CEO and President until 2003, and 
served as Chairman of the Board until 2007. In 
2007, he was appointed Adjunct Professor in the 

Beyond Center of the College of Liberal Arts and 
Sciences of the Arizona State University. In 2011, 
Dr. Levin was made Honorary Professor in the 
Buckingham Centre for Astrobiology of  
Buckingham University in the UK. 

Dr. Levin was a prolific inventor, holding more 
than 50 patents. Among Dr. Levin’s inventions are 
low-calorie sweeteners, therapeutic drugs several 
drug uses of the rare sugar tagatose, radioisotope 
methods for the rapid detection and identification 
of microorganisms, the application of the firefly 
bioluminescent ATP assay to microbial detection 
and to the measurement of biomass, safe-for-
humans pesticides, and wastewater treatment 
processes. His innovative approaches to detecting 
microbial life led NASA to award him a series of 
contracts to develop methods for the detection of 
extraterrestrial life in spacecraft missions. 

In 1997 Dr. Levin concluded that the experiment 
had indeed detected life on Mars, and published 
his conclusion. Subsequent findings of  
environmental conditions on Mars and research 
on organisms found in extreme environments on 
Earth have been consistent with his claim. 

He published over 150 papers in scientific and 
technology journals. His awards include the  
Distinguished Alumnus Medal from Johns  
Hopkins, the Public Service Medal from NASA, the 
Newcomb-Cleveland Award from the American 
Association for the Advancement of Science and 
the IR-100 Award from Industrial Research Maga-
zine. 

For the Washington Post obituary click HERE. For 
the New York Times obituary, click HERE. For a 
ten-minute film on Gilbert Levin's life, including 
clips from an interview with Levin on March 16, 
2018, click HERE. For his website, detailing his 
many interests, click HERE.  

Beatrice G. Gotthelf, mother of TI member  
Michael Gotthelf (Rachel Vile), and grandmother 
of Cramer, Jacob and Bella, died on Wednesday, 
September 8, 2021, 2 Tishri 5782 at her home in 
Baltimore, Maryland, after a long battle with Park-

https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/congregational-budget-meeting.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/obituaries/gilbert-levin-dead/2021/08/03/4a05b1ae-f473-11eb-9738-8395ec2a44e7_story.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/08/04/science/space/gilbert-v-levin-dead.html
http://www.gilbertlevin.com/images/videoplayback.mp4
http://www.gilbertlevin.com/index.html
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Nayes un Mechayes - continued 

inson's disease. She was 78. She is also survived by 
her other children, Marjorie Gotthelf Rugg and 
Ruth Gotthelf, and grandchildren Sydney  
Oostendorp and Madelyn 
Oostendorp. 

Beatrice was born in  
Baltimore in December 
1942, the only child to 
Claire and Barnet Gold-
stone. She graduated from 
The University of  
Maryland and taught  
English to middle school 
students. She married 
Barry and together they 
had 3 children. She retired 
from teaching and helped Barry to run Lombard 
Office Furniture. She was an active volunteer with 
Meals on Wheels for many decades. She enjoyed 
chamber music, impressionist art, sailing, tennis, 
antiquing, traveling and spending time with friends 
and family.  

Tifereth Israel member Merilee Rosenberg,  
mother of Lili and Jonah, died on Sunday,  
September 12, 2021, 6 Tishri 5782, at the age of 
78 after a long illness. She is also survived by her 
sister, Maxine Epstein. 

Merilee Rosenberg was born in 1942. She graduat-
ed from Barnard College in 1964. After earning a 
Ph.D. in French, she was employed as a professor 

of French and  
German at the Uni-
versity of Tennessee 
and was the director 
of International Stud-
ies at University of 
Tennessee, Chatta-
nooga. Then, after 
moving to Washing-
ton, D.C., and earning 
a law degree at the 
Columbus School of 
Law of The Catholic 
University of Ameri-

ca, she worked as an attorney for the United States 
Department of Veterans Affairs, where she  

specialized in federal contract law. When  
Ms. Rosenberg was 54 years old, she was  
diagnosed as suffering from Parkinson's disease. 
She fought to live a rich life despite the difficulty of 
a progressive  illness. 

Tifereth Israel member Masha Spiegel, mother of 
Leonard (Sandy) Spiegel, Martin Spiegel, and Leila 
(Paul) Costantino, died at home in West Palm 
Beach, Florida, on Friday evening, September 17, 
2021, 12 Tishri 5782, at the age of 93. 

Masha Spiegel was born in Chicago, Illinois on July 
15, 1928 to Sam and Bertha Maryn. She and her 
brother David and their parents moved to  
Washington DC in the 1930s and in 1937 moved 
to the newly formed Greenbelt community in 
Maryland. Masha graduated from Greenbelt High 
School in 1945 and went on to get degrees in  
Education and Psychology. In 1953 she married 
Harry Spiegel, a Kindertransport survivor of the 
Holocaust. After raising three children she re-
turned to teach-
ing and was one 
of the first two 
teachers for 
what is now the 
Charles E. Smith 
Jewish Day 
School in Rock-
ville, Maryland. 
For many years 
she was the Kin-
dergarten teach-
er for the Day School, retiring from CESJDS in '93.  
During some of the time she was teaching at the 
Day School, she also taught at Tifereth Israel's 
Himmelfarb School. After her retirement she 
moved to a condo in West Palm Beach, which she 
inherited from her parents, while still maintaining 
a residence in Kensington, Maryland up until a  
couple of years ago. Above all Masha cherished 
connections with family and friends and enjoyed 
very much entertaining.  

May their memories be a blessing and their  
families be comforted. 
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TI Sukkah Construction 

Kol Nashim and Gevarim will sponsor a TI Scrabble 

Club if there is enough interest. It would be a pick up 

game, meeting once a month on a weekday after-

noon in the TI chapel (A/C on and/or windows open, 

tables appropriately distanced, everyone vaccinat-

ed).   Open to everyone who enjoys playing Scrabble. 

KN will provide a few deluxe versions of the game, as 

well as paper and pencils. Scrabble dictionaries will 

be available using TI's wifi. 

If you're interested, please email TIKolNa-

shim@tifereth-israel.org.   We'll do a poll of those 

who indicate interest to see which day works best - 

it's likely to be a Tuesday, Wednesday, or Thursday.  

So RSVP to this invitation if you're interested and 

we'll be in touch! 

Questions? Email Margie Odle at TIKolNa-

shim@tifereth-israel.org. 

The TI Sukkah was designed by Richard Gryziak, who built it with help from the  

7th grade Himmelfarb students.  Photo by Jeff Peterman. 

mailto:TIKolNashim@tifereth-israel.org
mailto:TIKolNashim@tifereth-israel.org
mailto:TIKolNashim@tifereth-israel.org
mailto:TIKolNashim@tifereth-israel.org
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At our October 19th meeting we will discuss The Last Kings of Shanghai: The Rival Jewish Dynasties 
That Helped Create Modern China, by historian Jonathan Kaufman.   The Sassoon and Kadoorie  
families, both originally from Bagdad, stood astride Chinese business and politics for more than 175 
years, profiting from the Opium Wars; surviving Japanese occupation; courting Chiang Kai-shek; and 
losing nearly everything as the Communists took power.  They participated in the economic boom 
that resulted from the opening of China to the world, and they worked together to rescue 18,000 
Jewish refugees during World War II.   

There are many copies in local libraries, and a fair number of holds.  Put in your hold now to be sure 
to get your copy before the meeting.  The book is also available in paperback and electronic form. 

We meet at 7:30, for now over Zoom.  This is a month-to-month decision, as the circumstances of 
the pandemic change at least weekly.  Meetings last until 9pm, or until we run out of things to say.  
That happens only rarely.  We are TI! 

 At October’s meeting we will also select our next several readings.  Books must have Jewish  
content, and must support discussion.  Nonfiction books that are not memoirs are especially wel-
come.   Please send me your suggestions ahead of time so I can  take a look at the books. 

Our meetings are open to everyone interested in talking about books, including those who have not 
finished (or even started) the book.  We make no commitment to avoid spoilers. 

If you are not on the evite list, please contact Janice Mehler (contact information in the TI directory) 
to be added.  RSVPs are not absolutely necessary until we go back to meeting at members’ houses, 
but being on the list gets you timely reminders and an email with the Zoom link. 

Kol Nashim Book Group - Jessica Weissman 

L:  List family 
Sukkah; Photo 
by John List 

R:  Werbow 
family Sukkah; 
Photo by Rab-
bi Werbow 
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Gevarim: Jewish History Online 

After offering six Great Courses on Jewish history over the past five years, this fall via Zoom we 
will watch and discuss six recorded programs from the Yiddish Book Center and the Center for 
Jewish History on a variety of Jewish history topics. Each session includes one hour of video and 
45 minutes of discussion led by Allan Tulchin. October's lineup is from the Yiddish Book Center.  

Sunday, October 3 -- 10:30 am-12:15 pm • via Zoom (see TI calendar for link)  

Immigration and Adaptation: Jewish Women of the Lower East Side, with Annie Polland --
 "Jewish Women of the World, Unite!" In 1908 a Yiddish newspaper summoned the Jewish  
immigrant women of New York's Lower East Side to unite—not to start a revolution but rather to 
observe the Sabbath. The Shabes Zhurnal, an effort led by Jewish rabbis and communal leaders, 
was chagrined at the blows immigration and adaptation had imposed on Jewish families and 
homed in on Jewish women as potential saviors. In this illustrated talk, drawing on cookbooks, 
memoirs, and advice columns, we'll look at the revolution of immigration and Americanization and 
how immigrant women creatively grappled with adaptation.  

Dr. Annie Polland is executive director of the American Jewish Historical Society, former vice  
president for programs & education at the Lower East Side Tenement Museum, and author, with 
Daniel Soyer, of the award-winning Emerging Metropolis: New York Jews in the Age of  
Immigration.  

Sunday, October 17 -- 10:30 am-12:15 pm • via Zoom (see TI calendar for link)  

'The Times They Were a-Changin’: Jewish Protest Singers of the 1960s, with Seth Rogovoy -- 
While they may have shed the Yiddish language, Jewish singers and songwriters perpetuated the 
tradition of songs of social justice in the countercultural ferment of the 1960s. Musicians ranging 
from Bob Dylan to Phil Ochs to Janis Ian to Country Joe and the Fish wrote and sang songs that be-
came anthems of the civil rights, antiwar, and women’s movements, among other expressions of 
political protest.   

YIDSTOCK artistic director Seth Rogovoy—the author of a book about Bob Dylan—explores how 
these Jewish artists addressed many of the same issues their Yiddish forebears tackled just a few 
decades earlier and how Jewish values seem to have informed their work.  

Sunday, October 31 -- 10:30 am-12:15 pm • via Zoom (see TI calendar for link)  

Jews and American Politics: Historical Ideals and Contemporary Realities, by Jonathan Sarna -- 
Jewish leaders used to insist that there was no such thing as “Jewish politics” in the United States: 
it does not exist and should not exist. The historical record going all the way back to Abraham  
Lincoln belies that picture. By focusing on presidential elections from the Civil War to the present, 
we will see that “Jewish politics” has a long and significant history that has shaped both Jews and 
American politics for over 150 years.  

Focusing on presidential elections through history, Professor Jonathan Sarna explores the long 
and significant history of “Jewish politics” & the ways in which they have shaped both Jewish  
identity & American politics more broadly over the past 150 years.  
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October Yahrzeitn 

Sep 24 – 25 

10/1 Morris M. Abramson 

 Sandra S. Cohen 

 Ida Lutsky 

 Harold Stahl 

 

Oct 1– 2 

10/2 Eva Friedenberg 

 Robert Rovinsky 

 Morris J. Silverman 

 Claire Weissman 

10/3 Ida Jacobs Fishkin 

 Flora Frankel 

 Sophie Friedenberg 

 Barbara Herman 
   Grossman 

 Louis Kraft 

 Max Lopatin 

 Alezah Weinberg 

10/4 Sylvia Kahn Forman 

 Adele Hantman 

 Henry Rose 

10/5 Esther M. Bondareff 

 Nathan Cohen 

 Reuben Rosenberg 

10/6 Annie Pulver 

 Jonah Rashi Rovinsky 

 Ruth Katz Shapiro 

 Merrill Snyder 

10/7 Lillian T. Platt 

 Lillian Yasmer 

10/8 Henrietta Weiss Disenhaus 

 Kitty Smith 

 Anne Neimark Stein 

 Louis Winkler 

 

Oct 8– 9 

10/9 Philip Berenter 

 Carla Cohen 

 Betty S. Fleishman 

 Mark Fox 

 Annie Gilman 

 Rose Herman 

 Ray Peres 

 Jay Stanley Wolf 

10/10 Maurice Bernard Berenter 

 David S. Bishins 

 Richard Aran Goldberg 

 Paul Kimelman 

 Leona Milton 

 Adele Panikoff 

 Starlene Rae 

 Donn Joseph Zark 

10/11 Marjorie Axel 

 Florence Brown Jaffe 

 Theodore Jellinek 

 Abigail Pincus 

 Nathan Silverman 

 Louis Jack Stahl 

10/12 Sadye Ruth Herman 

 Madeline Klein 

 Sondra Singer 

10/13 Clarence  S. Carbaugh 

 Sylvia Levin Hepner 

 Estelle Kaplan 

 Harold Organic 

10/14 Morris Brown 

 Samuel Bulman 

 Harry Evans 

 Muriel Meyrowitz 

10/15   Isidore Gross 

 Harry Harris 

 Morris Harris 

 Mildred Keshin 

 June Kuffler Nelson 

 Nathan Peck 

 Abraham Rosen 

 

Oct 15-– 16 

10/16 Henry Freeman 

 Louis C. Silverman 

10/17 Sarah Moskowitz 

 Annie Zimmerman 

 Roslyn Zitelman 

 Gretna Zlatin 

10/18 Frances Broder 

 Mary Cohen 

 Ruth Lee Lewin 

 Eva Lodge 

 May Malbin 

 Yitzchak Rabin 

 Eli Taylor 

10/19 Solomon Block 

 Gertrude Feinberg 

 Max Granat 

 Max David Jacobson 

 Michael Levine 

 Rose Niederman 

 Ben Parson 

 Mary Rabinowitz 

 Bernard Siegler 

10/20 Samuel Corman 

 Stanley Hadoff 

 Anne Kurtz 

 Elsie Novak 

 Jacob Siegel 

10/21 Esther Beloff 

 Nathan Edenbaum 

 Jennie Horowitz 

 Bertha Snider Jeweler 

 Maurice Charles Mickelson 

 Eleonore Turpin 

10/22 Louis Abraham Charnow 

 Esther Ann Coleman 

 Ann Barnow Liberson 

 Minerva Michelson 

 Martin Mittelmann 

 Albert Shuster 

 Doris Starr 

 

Oct 22– 23 

10/23 Deborah Cohen Christie 

 Shirley Molenof Goodman 

Editor’s note:  We list upcoming yahrzeitn based on ShulCloud records, under the Shabbat dates when the 
name is recited and by the yahrzeit date.  
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October Yahrzeitn continued 

 Harry Lopatin 

 Bess Milgrom 

 Hyman Suchman 

10/24 Libby Birnbaum 

 Theodore Bollt 

 Emily Borzekowski 

 Jasha Michael Levi 

 Fanny White 

10/25 Meyer Baskin 

 Paul David Wellstone 

 Avrim Chaim Wishnia 

10/26 Doris B. Driesen 

 Lillian Pittle Norris 

 Phyllis Warren 

10/27 David Alexander 

 Gertrude Fortgang 

 Harriet Ruth Luber 

 Stephen Gordon Rod 

 Barbara Russell 

 Ari Sokolov 

 Freida Sperling 

10/28 Bessie Bachman 

 David Cohen 

 Dutchy Markowitz 

 Samuel Rosenfeld 

 Jacob Weintraub 

10/29 Vesta Jean Anderson 

 Ralph Forman 

 Naomi Fortgang Nesse 

 Maurice B. Kranzberg 

 Susan O'Ney 

 Sarah Pinson 

 Milton Vinnick 

 

Oct 29–30 

10/30 Sadie Abrams 

 Ina Rabinowicz 

 Miriam Roshwald 

10/31 Fannie Barco 

 Lillie Blaser 

 Benjamin Goodman 

 David Greer 

 Adaya Shachar 

 Lillian Shulman 

Left:  Werbow family Sukkah and open house.  Photos by 

Rabbi Werbow. 

Below:  TI’s Sukkah, under construction.  Photo by Jevera 

Temsky. 
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A. Nathan Abramowitz Fund  In Honor Of 

Bill & Miriam Galston Judith Turner’s  
    birthday 

Bill & Miriam Galson Babs & Buddy  
 Abramowitzes'     
 anniversary 

General Donation          

Alan Bandler 

Hannah & Howard Rubin 

Irene & Jason Schwaninger  

 In Honor Of 

Merle Deane Ezra Zibel’s Bar  
   Mitzvah 

Barbara & Mel Gelman Larry Paul’s High  
  Holiday Services 

David Hart & Lois Frankel Gabriella Pereira- 
  Feron & Warren  
  Zachary Bein 

Catherine & Jonathan Tuerk  Ellen Zwibak 

 In Memory of 

Jeannette and Ronald Eisler Jeff Davidson 

Eti & Paul Roitman Bardack Avi West 

Eti & Paul Roitman Bardack Gilbert Levin 

Barbara & Howard White Merilee Rosenthal 

Barbara & Howard White Arnold Berman 

 

Marcia F. Goldberg In Memory of 
    Scholar in Residence Fund 

Robert Polster & Patricia Harry Polster 
  Peron-Polster 

Marvin Caplan Social Action In Honor Of 
   Fund 

Bill & Miriam Galson Volunteers for High  
   Holiday Gift Bags 

Dana Beyer Homes Not Borders 

Michael & Lisa Kraft  Homes Not Borders 

Hedy & Lee Ohringer  Homes Not Borders 

Susan Vitale Homes Not Borders  

Mollie Berch Library Fund In Memory Of 

Louise Kelley & Jessica Claire Weissman 
  Weissman 

Louise Kelley & Jessica Jack Weissman 
  Weissman 

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund   In Honor Of 

Elliot Rosen & Sharon Cohen     Larry Paul’s 
                                                       dedication to TI 

Yahrzeit Donations  In Memory Of 

Eti & Paul Roitman Bardack Lawrence Bardack 

Erwin Bondareff Esther Molly Bondareff 

Sharon Brown Bernard Jason 

Sharon Brown Max Jasinowsky 

Sharon Brown N. Mitchell Jason 

Sharon Brown Sol Brown 

David & Judy Cohen Daniel Levine and  
                                                      Sarah Levine  

David & Judy Cohen                   Rachel Cohen 

Paul Goldman & Debbie Manny Goldman and 
  Pomerance      Leo Pomerance 

Phyllis & Robert Greenberger Samuel Mogul 

Gene & Esther Herman Abraham Herman 

Sally Hausman & Eli Nadel Edward Boorstein 

Rich Kruger & Naimah  Alezah Weinberg 
   Weinberg 

Susan Morse & Harry  Louis E. Morse 
  Waldman 

Melissa Perera Evelyn Perera 

Freda & Stephen Resnick Alan Lopatin 

Eti & Paul Roitman Bardack Shoshana Roitman 

Jo-Dine Simon David Simon  

Yizkor Donations  In Memory Of 

Bill & Miriam Galston Jack Steinberg 

Bill & Miriam Galston Gertrude Grossman 
   Steinberg 

Irwin Pescov Isaac & Edith Pescov 

 

Donations 
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Around TI and Elsewhere 

Bet-Gimmel 1st day of school.  Photos by Jennifer Kefer 

Did you know that TI has a sister synagogue in 

Goettingen, Germany?  This photo shows their build-

ing, which has quite an interesting history.  See next 

month’s Menorah for more history and information 

about the synagogue today.  Contact Naomi Revzin if 

you want to get involved. 

http://bit.ly/TiferethIsraelLive
mailto:NaomiRevzin@gmail.com?subject=Sister%20synagogue
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A Land of Two Peoples:  Jews and Arabs in Ancient 
Palestine - Elihu Leifer 

Recently I self-published a monograph entitled "A Land of Two Peoples:  Jews and Arabs in An-
cient Palestine, 13th Century BCE – 633 CE."  It treats the recorded history of Jewish and Arab 
presence in Palestine during this long period of time in two separate but parallel tracks, tied to the 
rule by five consecutive early empires.  

I have been asked "What is the point of your study?"  Where is it headed?"  The answer is that the 
monograph has no political agenda.  It is simply an effort to illuminate some history that is often 
misstated or misrepresented.  Readers are free to use the facts presented in an informed manner 
and, hopefully, for a legitimate purpose. 

"Palestine" is defined so as to render the monograph relevant in today's geopolitical reality:  Israel, 
Jerusalem, the West Bank, and Gaza.  The term "Arabs" is used in a way consistent with the ap-
proach of the late Philip Hitti who wrote the classic text "The History of the Arabs."  "Arabs" in-
clude those who can trace their roots to the Arabian Peninsula.  This includes two groups of peo-
ple:   

 Those who originally resided in north and central Arabia – "a most ungrateful and isolated en-
vironment" – and followed a nomadic lifestyle 

 Those who dwelled in permanent settlements in southern Arabia where periodic rains allowed 
a systematic cultivation of the soil. 

The end date of 633 CE is one year before the invasion and subsequent conquest of Palestine by 
Arab Muslims from the Arabian Peninsula.  

The monograph relies neither on the Bible nor the Koran.  Instead it is based on sixty-two sources 
regarding history and archaeology in English.  Some of these rely in part on sources in other lan-
guages including Hebrew and Arabic.  The monograph includes footnotes and a bibliography. 

A few of the monograph's factual  highlights: 

 The Jews' origin as a discrete, identifiable people (although not yet as a nation or state) was in 
the central highlands of Samaria and Judea in ancient Palestine no later than the 13th century 
BCE.   By the end of that century the Jews had become an agriculturally-based sedentary entity 
with 250 tiny villages and a total population of about 45,000. 

 The first Jewish temple in Jerusalem was built in the 11th century BCE 

 During the 10th century BCE two separate Jewish polities arose in Palestine, each headed by a 
king: the Northern Kingdom of Israel and the Southern Kingdom of Judah 

(Continued on page 29) 
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A Land of Two Peoples - continued 

 The first recorded presence of Arabs outside the Arabian Peninsula occurred in 853 BCE.  In 
that year the Jews and the Arabs, together with others, united in a battle against Assyria. 

 The first recorded presence of Arabs in Palestine was in 734 BCE.  The fact that there was no 
recorded presence earlier does not necessarily mean there was no such Arab presence. 

 From the time of their first recorded presence in Palestine, the Jews and the Arabs maintained 
a continuous presence there throughout the entire period covered by this study.  This is true of 
the Jews notwithstanding wars, destruction, exile and persecutions, although the Jewish popu-
lation fluctuated because of these events. 

 In the latter part of the 8th century BCE a Jewish population explosion took place in Jerusalem, 
with residential areas expanding to the Western Hill (today's Mt. Zion).  Jerusalem was trans-
formed from a small town of 10-12 acres to an urban area of 250 acres. 

 The Arab kingdom of Nabataea in southwestern Arabia was the first known polity to establish 
trade in aromatics such as frankincense, myrrh, cassia, cinnamon and ladenium.  Gradually, with 
the aid of nomadic Arabs already in Palestine, trade routes by land were established through-
out the land.  The city of Gaza became a major trade center.  South Arabian inscriptions relating 
to this trade, dating to the 8th century BCE, have been found in Judah including Jerusalem. 

 With the collapse of the Kingdom of Judah during Babylonian rule in the 6th century BCE, Arab 
nomads penetrated southern Palestine. 

 In 525 BCE an Arab tribal federation known as Qedar assisting the Persian army in its invasion 
of Egypt.  By the end of that century the Kingdom of Qedar had established a presence in the 
Negev and Gaza. 

 In the 3rd century BCE a group of Arab tribes known as Nabataeans earned a presence in the 
Negev.  By the end of the 2nd century BCE the Nabataeans, with their capitol at Petra (in to-
day's Jordan), had evolved into a highly organized and opulent society. The Nabataeans re-
mained an influential independent polity until Rome annexed Nabataea in 106 CE.  The Naba-
taen and the Hasmonean Jewish dynasties began as allies against the Greek Seleucids but later 
became bitter rivals. 

 King Herod, a self-proclaimed King of the Jews (although his mother was a Nabataean noble) 
was a superlative builder whose projects included an expanded Jewish Temple in Jerusalem, 
and pagan structures.  After Octavian became Roman emperor in 27 BCE, Herod's vassal king-
dom was enlarged to include Gaza, Joppa (Jaffa), and Straten's Tower (Caesaria). 

 When Christianity became the official religion of the Roman-Byzantine empire in the 4th centu-
ry CE, an Arab Christian church emerged in Palestine, with a simple liturgy in Arabic.  There 

(Continued on page 30) 
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A Land of Two Peoples - continued 

were three groups of Christian Arabs in Palestine:  the Rhomanei who became assimilated Ro-
man citizens such as the Nabataeans; scattered Arab groups who had not assimilated; and Ar-
ab tribes who established formal military and religious alliances with Byzantium, and who 
were known as "federati."  The later participated in wars against the Persian Empire, policed 
areas in Palestine to keep in check Arabs and others who might rebel, and defended the fron-
tiers of Palestine against raids by nomadic Arabs and other parties.  The 4th, 5h, and 6th centu-
ries each coincided roughly with a dominant Arab tribal federation: the Tanukhids, the Sala-
hids, and the Ghassanids respectively. 

Editor's note:  Elihu Leifer is a longtime TI member.  If you would like a complimentary copy of the mono-
graph, contact him at 301-986-1190 or elihuleifer@gmail.com. 

Remember When? 
Can you recognize these people without their masks? 

Game night 

2018.   Photos by 

Julie Steinberg 

Goldberg Cleanup 

Day 2018.   Photo 

by Ruth Tabak 

mailto:elihuleifer@gmail.com?subject=Your%20monograph

