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From the President: Sylvia Horwitz 

Once again, I am beyond impressed with the energy and crea-
tivity of TI members – fabulous volunteers and staff. The latest 
demonstration came in the form of mishloach manot bags for 
Purim, complete with poem, recipe that called for spirits in the 
spirit of Purim, unexpected items (garlic!), and of course, 
hamentashen. Wow. What a team: Wilhelmina Gottschalk, 
Mikah Berg, Susan Catler, Jennifer Kefer, Francie Kranzberg, 
Roz Kram, Laura Schiavo, Rona Siskind, Sheri Blonder, and 
Delanie Ostrow. 

And now it’s time to start thinking about Pesach, and Rabbi 
Werbow has already given us food for thought with his P-4 Series (Pre-Passover Prepara-
tion Programming).  

Pesach is also a time that brings the themes of freedom and social justice to the 
fore, and we live in times that are sharpening our awareness of injustice and imbal-

(Continued on page 2) 

From the Rabbi: Rabbi Michael Werbow 

As we move through the calendar in the time of pandemic, there is a sense that 
time is going slowly and at the same time ticking by quickly.  

One way to track the time is through milestones.  

It was almost exactly a year ago that Melissa and I came to 
visit TI for the interview. But, unfortunately, that also 
means that it is a year since the pandemic brought huge 
effects to our lives. We started to debate the difference 
between saying that the “synagogue is shut down” and 
“the synagogue is virtual.”  

Of course the synagogue is not closed. We continue to 
have our weekly services on Friday night, Saturday morn-
ing, Sunday morning with the addition of Zoom-dalah on 
Saturday nights. We also have our regular committee 
meetings, filling up many weekday evenings, and classes on weekday and Sun-
day mornings. These gatherings, along with adult bar/bat mitzvah classes, medi-
tation, and joyous movement and dance, provide something for everyone. Kol 
Nashim and Gevarim programming rounds out our offerings, which give many 

(Continued on page 3) 
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ance in our own society. Much has been written already about the disproportionate impacts of the corona-
virus on people of color, the poor, low-income workers, renters, and the homeless (chronic and newly home-
less because of the pandemic). Women with children are bearing the brunt of online schools for their kids, 
cutting back or leaving their jobs, with consequences for current and future income.  

From the President - continued 
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So what can we do? As a congregation located in the 
District of Columbia, what happens in this city is im-
portant to us. Thanks to the efforts of Franca Bril-
liant and Social Action VP Bob Feron, TI is joining 
with Adas Israel and Temple Sinai to work collective-
ly to ensure that health and human services and oth-
er social justice priorities are maintained in the FY 
2022 DC budget. On February 28, the three congre-
gations held a forum to hear from Jews United for 
Justice (JUFJ), Washington Interfaith Network 
(WIN), and D.C. Fiscal Policy Institute to learn about 
the needs in DC and opportunities for congregants to 
work with JUFJ and WIN on these issues.  This forum 
was just the beginning. JUJF and WIN already have 
initiatives addressing such issues as affordable hous-
ing, eviction, childcare, early childhood education, 
and the digital divide that TI members can volunteer 
to work on. This is a new Social Action project at TI, 
and the specifics of what we do will reflect the inter-
ests of the volunteers. Recognizing that many TIers 
live in Maryland, if there is interest there may be op-
portunities to become involved in these issues in ju-
risdictions other than DC.  

TI members have demonstrated time and again that 
this community is made up of people who are amaz-
ing, energetic, compassionate, and committed. A 
great example is the traditional Passover food deliv-
ery, which Larry Baizer and Gene Herman are organ-
izing again this year, for March 21. As we celebrate 
our own liberation from slavery in Egypt, this is also a 
great time to bring our energies to the wellbeing of 
our city. 

Wishing everyone a  

 חג פסח כשר ושמח

Sylvia 

mailto:info@tifereth-israel.org
mailto:mwerbow@tifereth-israel.org
mailto:eseidel@tifereth-israel.org
mailto:sylvia.ticong@gmail.com
mailto:tiexec@tifereth-israel.org
mailto:sheri@tifereth-israel.org
mailto:rina@tifereth-israel.org
mailto:yael@tifereth-israel.org
mailto:delanie@tifereth-israel.org
mailto:menorah@tifereth-israel.org
mailto:menorah@tifereth-israel.org
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From the Rabbi - continued 

of us meaningful experiences to nurture our 
souls as we make our way through this trying 
time. 

Another milestone is that it has been eight 
months since our family moved here to DC. Dur-
ing our first month, as we rented another house 
before we could move into our home, I would say 
that in a year from now this time of unsettled-
ness would seem like a little blip in the past. I can 
say it already seems that way. Time is strange 
that way. It seems slow when it is happening but 
when we look back, the time has passed quickly 
and the reality we are in today seems like the 
one we have always known. 

The nice thing about watching time pass is that 
we are closer to things in the future. God willing, 
we are moving closer and closer to the end of the 
pandemic or at the very least to the end of it hav-
ing such a high impact on our lives. What makes 
this particularly difficult is that we can intellectu-
ally know we are getting closer but psychologi-
cally it’s hard because we don’t know how long it 
will take. 

So, with Purim just behind us and Passover com-
ing soon, we have this to look forward to; spring 
is coming, warmer weather will give us more op-

portunities to get together in person. And, more 
and more vaccines are being administered so it 
makes getting together a safer proposition. 

With that in mind, I will be offering a new pro-
gram called, “Walk with the Rabbi.” I am looking 
to bring together a few goals. The first is getting 
to know more of you better. In addition, I could 
use some more exercise and I would like to get to 
know more areas of the DMV. So, if you would 
like to spend a half hour on a walk and talk with 
me, go to www.calendly.com/mwerbow where 
you can see my availability and sign up for a time 
to go for a walk. After you sign up, we will con-
firm a location. 

As we have just read the Megillah, we reflect on 
a verse from it that we recite every Saturday 
night as part of Havdalah: “For the Jews, there 
was light and happiness, joy and honor.”  When 
we recite it we add: “so may it be for us”. We 
pray that as spring comes, the days lengthen and 
we have more hours of sunlight that we feel the 
warmth of our community and see the light 
ahead, “so may it be for us.” 

Purim Memories 

Myrna Goldman:   One year, when I was about 7, my two older sisters decided that I would dress as 
Mordechai. They found some sort of sheet or robe and used an old drapery cord for a belt. I had long 
banana curls, and they tied them under my chin for a beard. I have two memories of this: my chin itched, 
and all the other little girls were Queen Esther!    

Lisa Goldring:   Favorite Purim costume?  Hmmmm.  What kind of a bad Mommie am I that I cannot 
remember any of my children’s costumes but can remember mine?   

Perhaps some TI-ers will remember this.    I dressed up in the most mismatched, the most horrible, the 
most uncool things that I could find.  You know, socks with sandals,  multiple prints, badly -fitting clothes, 
outdated glasses, no makeup or bad makeup.  You get the picture.  And what am I ?  An embarrassment 
to my children. 

Jeri Roth Lande:  My favorite Purim costume was when my daughter Rachel and I went as each 
other.  She was a preteen at the time., 

http://www.calendly.com/mwerbow
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https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/uptown-shabbat--robyn-helzner--larry-paul-via-zoom.html


SEDER LO B'SEDER
Sunday, Mar 28 at 6:30 pm

Join the Werbow family for their 2nd night Seder. Why is this night "lo b'seder"? Because we'll do
some pieces "out of order"! Whatever the order, the evening will be filled with joy and meaning.

YOUTH EVENTS

P-4: GETTING READY TO
LEAVE EGYPT

Thursday, Mar 11 at 8:00 pm
Let's prepare to leave Egypt together by

learning about the Pesach journeys of
our ancestors.

P-4: SEPHARDIC PASSOVER
SING-ALONG 

Sunday, Mar 14 at 6:00 pm
Sing along at the top of your lungs as
Loolwa Khazzoom introduces us to 

Iraqi Passover melodies.

Thursday, Mar 25 at 8:00 am
Rabbi Werbow will hold a Siyyum
for the study of Mishna Megillah.

Celebratory meal to follow (virtual).

Pesach Day 1 • Sunday, Mar 28, 9:30 am
Pesach Day 2 • Monday, Mar 29, 9:30 am
Pesach Day 7 • Saturday, Apr 3, 9:30 am
Reading of Shir Ha'Sharim

Pesach Day 8 • Sunday, Apr 4, 9:30 am
Yizkor Service

SIYYUM BECHORIM

TI Tots Song & Storytime
Sunday, Mar 14 at 10:00 am
Join Tot families in person to

listen to stories and
participate in a sing along. 

Kadima Celebration 
Sunday, Mar 21 at 5:00 pm

Celebrate the coming of
Spring and Passover with

planting flowers and  games!

TI Teens 10 Plagues Play
Sunday, Mar 21 at 7:00 pm

Create a skit through a series
of creative writing prompts

and improv games.

SELL YOUR CHAMETZ
Complete the form by Friday,

March 26th at 8:30 am.

PASSOVER DELIVERIES
Volunteer on Sunday, March

21st at 9:00 am 

Learn more at https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/Pesach2021
Use the links (underlined) to access everything TI has to offer this Passover!

MAOT HITIN
A fund  to help impoverished

Jews in our community.
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https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/seder-lo-bseder.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/getting-ready-to-leave-egypt.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/sephardic-passover-sing-along-with-loolwa-khazzoom.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/siyyum-bechorim-fast-of-the-first-born.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/tot-mini-model-seder.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/kadima-program5.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/kadima-program5.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/usy-program7.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/donation-chametz--sale---2021.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/passover-food-deliveries-1.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/pesach-passover---2021.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/pesach-passover---2021.html#resources
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Volunteer Spotlight - Jared Garelick 

Yvonne Shashoua has more than earned a turn in 
the Volunteer Spotlight – she has been among TI’s 
most regular and industrious volunteers since 
joining the congregation in 2000. She has often 
taken a role in established TI activities and just as 
often has identified a congregational need herself 
and stepped up to fill it. 

For many years Yvonne has helped at the annual 
Jeremy Goldberg clean-up day in preparation for 
Rosh Hashanah, and she has been one of the 
monthly volunteer Kiddush chefs continuously 
since around 2002 (pandemic times excluded). 
Focusing on youth, Yvonne together with Allan 
Tulchin helped re-vitalize TI’s Junior Congregation 
and, no less popular, she helped bring back foosball 
and a ping-pong table.  

A regular at services, Yvonne has contributed to TI’s 
ritual observances in many ways. She is a regular 
reader of Torah, as well as Megillot and an 
occasional Haftarah, and often leads parts of the 
service. Adding a touch of drama and whimsy to 
ritual readings, Yvonne has written, directed, and 
acted in offerings of TI’s unique Drash Troupe and 
Trope Troupe, and most years has one of the 
notable Purim spiels.  

This past year, in the absence of in-person services, 
Yvonne has helped coordinate and lead the early 
Kabbalat Shabbat for those, like her, who do not 
use a computer on Shabbat but wish to welcome 
Shabbat in a communal, if remote, fashion. This 
service is timed to end before sundown on Friday. 
As the days get longer the early Kabbalat Shabbat 
will be merged with the later one, as even the later 
one will conclude before sundown. Try the early 
one soon before it disappears. 

Reflecting her Sephardi heritage (her father came 
from Baghdad), Yvonne has promoted periodic 
Sephardi and Mizrachi services at TI, earning TI 
some publicity and new interest. These provide a 
vibrant and refreshing change of pace from the 
Ashkenazi and western tunes we are used to at TI 
and most other American synagogues. If this sounds 
intriguing to you, plan to join the zoom Sephardi 

Passover Sing-Along that Yvonne is coordinating 
on March 14, led by the Mizrachi singer and 
musician Loolwa Khazzoom. One of the things 
Yvonne likes about TI is that so many different 
people lead services, a wealth of variety that she 
enjoys adding to.  

Yvonne reports that, these projects aside, she has 
done less volunteering this past year than usual. 
Supervising two children attending school remotely 
while also doing her own full-time remote job leaves 
little time for other activities. She is far from the 
only one facing such pressures these days. 

But TI is a community filled with volunteers, and as 
some stalwarts need to step back a bit, others are 
sure to step up when needed.  

Photo by Jerry Frishman 
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https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/joyous-movement--dance-/-adena-galinsky1.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/tanach-hebrew-text-class.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/full-moon-hike4.html
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Nayes un Mekhayes - Melissa Perera 

Happenings 

Esther Herman is home from rehab and is recover-
ing well. Alas, there are no visits allowed, but thera-
pists come in four times a week for hard work. 
Phone calls are always appreciated. When the 
weather warms up, friends can visit outside 6 feet 
apart.  

Sad News 

Tifereth Israel member Hershel Shanks, died on 
Friday morning, February 5, 2021, 23 Shevat 5781, 
at the age of 90 from Covid-19. He is survived by 
his wife, Judith Weil Shanks; daughters Elizabeth 
(Andrew) Alexander and Julia (John Paskowski) 
Shanks; sister Leah (Lee Wilensky) Gordon; and 
grandchildren, Charles and Nancy Alexander. Fu-
neral services were held on Monday, February 8, 
2021 

Shanks was a lawyer with the U.S. Department of 
Justice, and then practiced law privately in Wash-

ington for more than 25 years, during which time 
he published his first book: The Art and Craft of 
Judging: The Opinions of Judge Learned Hand. Shanks 
went on to found the Biblical Archaeology Society 
in 1974 and published the first issue of the Biblical 
Archaeology Review in 1975, where he remained 

at the helm until his retirement in 2017. He started 
two other magazines (Bible Review and Archaeology 
Odyssey) and edited Moment Magazine for 20 years.  

During the ’80s, Hershel Shanks began a campaign 
to free the Dead Sea Scrolls from the monopoly of 
scholars who had held them hostage since their 
discovery, beginning in 1947. Although a small 
team of scholars had been tasked with the assign-
ment of publishing the scrolls, they had published 
very little—sharing neither their transcriptions nor 
photographs with the greater academic community 
and public. In 1984, Hershel commented on the 
problem, and then in 1985, he called for them to be 
published. In 1991, a scholar reconstructed the 
texts of the Dead Sea Scrolls from the publication 
team’s concordance. The scholar approached 
Hershel to publish his work, and Hershel decided 
to take the risk. The first of four volumes of A Pre-
liminary Edition of the Unpublished Dead Sea Scrolls, 
appeared on September 4, 1991. Next, Hershel 
was approached by professors who had acquired a 
complete copy of photographs of the Dead Sea 
Scroll fragments from Cave IV, and wanted them 
published. Nobody would touch it. Hershel jumped 
at the opportunity and had Biblical Archaeology 
Society publish it, at personal risk. (He was sued in 
Israel, and lost.) The Dead Sea Scrolls were now 
liberated, available for all scholars to research and 
for everyone to see. You can make a contribution in 
memory of Hershel Shanks to the Biblical Archae-
ology Society HERE or to Tifereth Israel HERE. To 
view the obituary from the Biblical Archaeology 
Society, click HERE.  

Lorraine L. Berman, mother of TI member Daniel 
M. Berman (Elizabeth Kessin Berman) and grand-
mother of Dr. Reena Lynne Berman (John E. 
McManus) died on Thursday morning, February 11. 
2021, 29 Shevat 5781, after a long illness. She was 
93. She leaves her husband, Dr. Edward B. Berman; 
her other children, David J. (Caryn), Benjamin A. 
(Suzanne Fierston), and Susan M. (Rabbi Avi Wino-
kur); her other grandchildren, Michael J., Deborah 
Berman Angel (Dr. Matthew Angel), Rose M., and 

(Continued on page 9) 

https://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/payment.php
https://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/obituary/
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Nayes un Mechayes - continued 

Rafael Winokur; as well as two great-
grandchildren.   

Lorraine was a dedicated member of Congre-
gation Har-Tzeon of Silver Spring, MD and 
Temple Sinai of Marblehead. Lorraine loved 
music, attending Boston Symphony Orchestra 

concerts as often as she could, providing piano 
instruction as well as playing piano for her 
own enjoyment. She particularly enjoyed ac-
companying Eddie as he played violin and cel-
lo.  

The funeral was held in Massachusetts on 
Monday, February 15, 2021. To make a contri-
bution in Lorraine Berman's memory to the 
Boston Symphony Orchestra, click HERE, or to 
Tifereth Israel, click HERE.  

Vladimir Miskinyants, father of TI member 
Nataliya Chernyak Cowen (Tyler Cowen), 
and grandfather of Yana Chernyak (Kyle 
O'Donnell), died on Sunday, February 14, 
2021, 2 Adar 5781, in Fairfax, Virginia at the 
age of 89 after a long illness. His wife Anna 
Miskinyants died in 2014.  Funeral services 

were held on February 16, 2021 in Virginia. 

Vladimir Miskinyants was born in Tbilisi, 
Georgia, and moved to Moscow when he was 
five, where he grew up with his mother. His 
father was sent to the Gulag during Stalin's 
purges of 1937. He became an engineer and 
loved jazz very much (jazz was banned in the 
Soviet Union). In 1993, after he retired, he and 
his wife Anna moved to the United States to 
be with his daughter and granddaughter. He 
has lived with Nataliya since Anna's death. 

While very successful in his career, his 
greatest joy was in family and friends. He 
was a devoted son and built an amazing 
sense of family for his wife, daughter and 
granddaughter, first in Moscow and later 
over almost 30 years in America. He loved 
to laugh and tell stories, and is remem-
bered as a trusted friend by many who 
knew him. To make a contribution in 
memory of Vladimir Miskinyants, to 

Tifereth Israel, click HERE. 

https://secure.bso.org/support/membership
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/payment.php
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/payment.php
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Upcoming and Recent Social Action Programs - Bob Feron 

Passover Food Delivery 

Passover is just a few weeks away. There are in-
dividuals in our community who may not be able 
to obtain the necessary items to celebrate the 
holiday. Each year, B’nai B’rith organizes Project 
Hope to address this issue. B’nai B’rith purchases 
Passover food items such as wine, matzah and 
gefilte fish, etc. Names of needy individuals are 
obtained from JSSA. Synagogues have a major 
role in that they are responsible for seeing that 
the Passover food is delivered to each residence 
identified by JSSA. Tifereth Israel has participat-
ed in this project for more that 20 years and over 
that time has been responsible for delivering 
more food bags than any other local synagogue 
(55 last year).  

This year delivery of the Passover packages will 
occur on Sunday, March 21. Because of COVID, 
people making deliveries will knock on the door 
of the residence and leave the food package. 
There will be no direct interaction. The Passover 
food packages to be distributed can be picked up 
at TI between 9-10 a.m. on Sunday, March 21. 
There are still needy households in our local 
Jewish community. We want TI’s tradition of car-
ing for this population to continue. Can you and 
your family help?  Please sign up online here or 
by contacting Gene Herman (gene511@aol.com) 
or Larry Baizer (lbaizer@yahoo.com). 

DC Synagogues Social Justice Initiative 

With Pesach on our minds, Tifereth Israel re-
cently joined with Adas Israel and Temple Sinai 
to cosponsor an online event focused on advanc-
ing Jewish values through activities that will 
strengthen publicly-funded Social Justice pro-
grams in Washington DC. This initiative grew out 

of several months of conversations among Social 
Action coordinators at many local Jewish con-
gregations. The events of the last year have in-
creased our awareness of social injustice and in 
our society.  

Therefore, Tifereth Israel is joining with Adas 
Israel and Temple Sinai to work to ensure that 
health and human services and other Social Jus-
tice priorities are maintained in the FY 2022 DC 
budget. On February 28, we cosponsored an 
event to hear from Jews United for Justice 
(JUFJ), Washington Interfaith Network (WIN), 
and D.C. Fiscal Policy Institute (DCFPI) to learn 
more about the dire social needs in DC and a va-
riety of opportunities for TI members who care 
passionately about these issues to work with 
JUFJ and WIN on these issues. JUJF and WIN 
already have organizing campaigns that address 
issues such as affordable housing, evictions, 
childcare, early childhood education, and the dig-
ital divide that TI members can volunteer to 
work on. This is a member-driven TI Social Ac-
tion program, so the nature and direction of 
what we do from now on will arise out of the pri-
orities of TI's volunteers. Please sign up to work 
with us on this initiative. Email Franca Brilliant 
(fsbrilliant@ gmail.com) or Bob Feron 
(TISocialAction@tifereth-israel.org). 

Purim Memories 
Naomi Freeman:  I once dressed up as Yael: old Indian pattern bedspread was my vaguely biblical outfit, 
but I bought a large potato nail and tied it around me to be the tent pin she used to kill Sisera. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScFML8eseyNHcxoJtYzWekq7JBq1vqk-gH_J8b9Ykw0gpypAA/viewform?usp=sf_link
mailto:gene511@aol.com
mailto:lbaizer@yahoo.com
mailto:fsbrilliant@%20gmail.com
mailto:TISocialAction@tifereth-israel.org
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Rabbi A. Nathan Abramowitz Scholarships 

To apply for a scholarship, print the online form at http://tinyurl.com/2020ANA. 

Deadline: Return applications to the TI office by Monday, March 15. 

The Rabbi A. Nathan Abramowitz Fund was established in 1980 to celebrate the Rabbi’s 20 years of service to TI and 
was enlarged in 1996 when Rabbi Abramowitz completed 36 years of service. Part of its mission is to provide scholar-
ships for youth who spend their summer or part of a school year in a program to enhance their Jewish education. 

The Fund awards scholarships based on financial need to facilitate participation in qualifying programs. Awards are 
made each spring. All such applications and inquiries are kept strictly confidential.  

To qualify for a scholarship, youngsters may attend a camp recognized for its Jewish 
educational component (such as Camp Ramah, Capital Camps, and Moshava), par-
ticipate in an educational program in Israel (such as USY Pilgrimage or Ramah Semi-
nar), or take part in a United Synagogue Youth Wheels Trip. 

For more information about scholarships, contact Rabbi Abramowitz at ana-
bramowitz@verizon.net. 

 

The Fund depends on your support and welcomes contributions in any amount.  

Please make a donation at http://tinyurl.com/ANAdonate. 

Purim 2020 

Photos by Julie Steinberg 

http://tinyurl.com/2020ANA
mailto:anabramowitz@verizon.net?subject=ANA%20Scholarship%20query
mailto:anabramowitz@verizon.net?subject=ANA%20Scholarship%20query
http://tinyurl.com/ANAdonate
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The Tanakh 

Dr. Amy-Jill Levine (Professor of Jewish Studies, Vanderbilt University) explores the content, nature, and 
meaning of the Tanakh -- starting with Bereshit and ending with Apocalyptic Literature. She discusses inter-
esting or prominent passages from a cross-section of the genres in the Tanakh -- including, myth, saga, law, 
proverb, military history, and love poetry -- using each passage as an example of how to apply a particular 
method of interpretation to the Bible. TI member Professor Allan Tulchin will facilitate post-lecture discus-
sions.   https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/great-course-the-tanach.html  

Sunday, March 7 -- 10:30 am-12:15 pm • via Zoom (see TI calendar for link)  

Lecture 9: The G-d of Israel (Exodus 1–15) -- Is it Elohim? Is it YHWH? Is it El-Shaddai or El-Elyon? This lec-
ture explores the theophany, the manifestation of G-d. Who is this deity? What does the name mean? Who, 
exactly, are these people worshiping? 

Lecture 10: Covenant and Law, Part I (Exodus 19–40, Leviticus, Deuteronomy) -- One of the major ways 
that the Israelites related to their G-d is through covenants: royal grant covenants, a particular type of cov-
enant, with people like Abraham and Noah and, especially, King David, and a second type of covenant called 
the suzerainty-vassal model, which we will unpack in this lecture. That’s the covenant that describes the 
relationship Moses brokered between G-d and the Israelites. 

Sunday, March 21 -- 10:30 am-12:15 pm • via Zoom (see TI calendar for link)  

Lecture 11: Covenant and Law, Part II (Exodus 20–35, Leviticus) -- We continue a discussion of covenants, 
first by looking at the difference between life within a covenantal community, such as that which ancient 
Israel had, and life in a contemporary legal system, such as what we have in the United States. We will show 
the distinction between covenant and law in terms of purpose and sanctions and signs, because there are 
differences all the way through. 

Lecture 12: The “Conquest” (Deuteronomy 20–21, 27–31; Book of Joshua) -- In this lecture, we look at the 
first part of Nevi’im, the Prophets, known as the Deuteronomic history (Joshua, Judges, First and Second 
Samuel, and First and Second Kings). The lecture covers the death of Moses, the passing of the reins of lead-
ership to Joshua, and the Israelites' invasion of Canaan, considered a holy war. 

Gevarim - Andrew Reamer  

Purim 2019 

Photos by 
Jeff Peter-
man 

https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/great-course-the-tanach.html
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https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/parent-shmooze.html
mailto:Titots@tifereth-israel.org
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March Yahrzeitn 

February 26-27 

3/1 Simon Borzekowski 

 Myrtle Cohen 

 Edward Corman 

 Fanny Faigen 

 Rose Herr 

 Marvin Kefer 

 Clara Berenter Sennett 

 Ethel Silber 

 Milton Zall 

3/2 Ida Gentner 

 Viola Kalmus 

 Ed Kleiner 

 Sarah Lav 

3/3 Haya Marcus Abraham 

 Gay Auerbach 

 Allan Coleman 

 Eric Frank Kammer 

 Daniel I. Leifer 

 Freda Lopatin 

 Isadore Tuerk 

3/4 Irving Abramson 

 Millie Heppen 

 Betty Klein 

 Henry Liebowitz 

 Sol Peres 

 Lucy Shleien 

 Charles Julius Sidman 

3/5 Frances Footer 

 Leroy R. Hollander 

 Morris Nathanson 

 Moshe Netzer 

 Edith Ratner 

 Pauline Miller 

    Shereshefsky 

 

March 5-6 

3/6 Gilbert Ralph Faigen 
 Mary Harris 

 Samuel Hausman 

 Tzirel Kolmeister 

 Dudley V. Lascoff 

 Melvin E. Lewis 

 Ita Eichenbaum 

   Schwartzman 

 Marcia Silberfarb 

 Bella Terner 

 Sol Wolman 

3/7 Harry Bookin 
 Louise C. Frank 

 Matilda Levine 

 Bessie Liebowitz 

 Eli Lynch 

 Edward J. Reamer 

 Elizabeth Dockterman 

    Ring 

 Sylvia Silverman 

 Henny Stern 

 Amanda Johnson 

    Thompson 

3/8 Mayer Ackerman 

 Rona Marcia  Fields 

 Norman "Bud" Herman 

3/9 Carol Lechner Chapin 

 G. Irving Hillson 

 Fannie Cooper Laden 

 Sheila Leifer 

 Jacob Lynn 

 Aaron Ostrofsky 

3/10 Rose Braverman 

 Etta Shatkin Brier 

 Charles Cohen 

 Oscar Einhorn 

 Samuel Forman 

 Samuel Goldberg 

 Herman Isicson 

 Rose B. Maisel 

 Saul Minsky 

 Isaac H. Moffitt 

 Leo Sussman 

3/11 Randy Brachfeld 

 Mildred Cherry 
 Edward Feldman 
 Myer Herman 
 Annetta E. Himmelfarb 
 Edith Lopatin 
 Edith Lopatin 
 Jack O. Luber 
 Leah Margoles 
 Sarah Newman 
 Sadie Wolman 
3/12     Sarah Cohen 
 Irene Kolker 
 Nancy Langner 
 Ethlyn Reamer 
 Helen Tuerk 
 

March 12-13 

3/13 Harry Berger 
 Jack Samuel Brown 
 Wolf Cohen 
 Estelle Kern 
 Hettie Levy 
 Claire Doris Mickelson 
 Mordecai Roshwald 
 Morris Schainker 
3/14 Mae S. Dennison 
 Jeanne Clare Feron 
 Melchior Goldring 
 Ann Kent Laredo 
 Gussie London 
 Pearl Siegel 
 Sidney Siegel 
 Morris Weissman 
3/15 Harry Bernstein 
 Warren Grabel 
 Edward Joseph White 
3/16 Susan Joan Alper 

(Continued on page 15) 

Editor’s note:  We list upcoming yahrzeitn based on ShulCloud records, under the Shabbat dates when the 
name is recited and  by the yahrzeit date.  
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March Yahrzeitn continued 

 Jack Barco 
 Mendel Bennett 
 Herman Dodek 
 Gary Harmatz 
 Benjamin Perlzweig 
 Louis Aron Pittle 
 Samuel Reich 
3/17 Aaron Charles 
                   Gaizband 
 Benjamin Gittleman 
 Bernard Kellner 
 Hilda Pastor 
 Fanya Woll 
3/18 Irving Driesen 
 Alexander Eidenbaum 
 Bernard H. Fernbach 
 Ernest Rabinowicz 
 Phoebe Sharaf 
 Freda Pollack Siegel 
 Lawrence Urbach 
3/19 James Anderson 
 Louis Blumen 
 David Einsiedler 
 Bernard Klein 
 Allen Charles Lande 
 Abe Ripkin 
 Betty Shuman 
 Harold A. Simmons 

 

March 19-20 

3/20 Jacob Ruben Fain 
 Bette Fargotstein 
 A. Harold Green 

 Alma Jacobson 
 Iris Kadin 
 Solomon Peters 
3/21 Sylvia Baizer 
 Pnina Borzekowski 
 Bessie Cohen 
 Benjamin Jeweler 
 Anthony Koiro 
 Sara Matalon 
3/22 Joseph Berman 
 Daniel Graubart 
 Asher Melzer 
 Aaron Michael Silber 
 Bryna Wilensky 
3/23 Samuel Lachman 

 Henry L. Lyman 

 Sarah Rod 

3/24 Esther Baker 

 Marion Cohen 

 Mary Kimelman 

 Vivian Weiss 

3/25 Charlotte Gottlieb 

 Lou B. Levin 

 Bernard A. Mizel 

 Usher Rubinstein 

 Daniel Zodikoff 

3/26 Abraham Joshua Doner 

 David Lewis Miller 

 Joseph Jacob Morss 

 Louis A. Nathan 

 Milton Nurenberg 

 Stanley Ring 

 Sadie Sussan 

 Robert Yelin 

 

March 26-27 

3/27 H. Thomas Austern 

 Leonard Borzekowski 

 Chester Catler 

 Esther Jewler 

 Isaac Milzman 

 Gail Phillips 

 Rose Schwartz Ross 

 Annette Shapiro 

3/28 Morris Benson 

 Harry Borow 

 Adolph Filderman 

 Abraham Friedman 

 Samuel Goodman 

 Frances Nahon 

 Joseph Portner 

 William Stulman 

3/29 Harry I. Dobkin 

 Tobias Naftalin 

 Max Starr 

 Alfred Verschell 

3/30 Elizabeth McDonald 

 Floyd Robinson 

3/31 Harriet Ostroff Dicker 

 Baruch Lifshitz 

 Ray Netzer 

 George Wall 

TI Cemetery Request for Comments 
Rabbi Chuck Feinberg and Paul Bardack, TI cemetery trustees, are soliciting your observations and 
suggestions regarding TI's two cemeteries:  Mount Lebanon (MD), which is still actively selling plots; and 
Elesavetgrad (DC), which is no longer selling plots.  Please send those comments to rebchuck@gmail.com 
and prbardack@gmail.com.  And, in the meantime, we encourage those of you who have not yet purchased 
plots at Mount Lebanon to consider doing so ASAP, whatever your current age or health, to avoid having to 
deal with that when death is imminent and it's the last thing you want to be thinking about.  Contact 
Executive Director Jevera Temsky at jevera@tifereth-israel.org for details. 

mailto:rebchuck@gmail.com
mailto:prbardack@gmail.com
mailto:jevera@tifereth-israel.org


        

 March 2021                              Tifereth Israel Menorah                                    Page  16           

Lifelong Learning Lowdown: March 2021 - Rina Rebibo 

On Sunday, February 21st, over 20 cars parked in the Blair High School parking lot for our first Family Parking Lot Pu-
rim Party. The freezing temperature didn’t stop the children, adults and staff from dressing up in masks and costumes 
and braving the cold to dance and play games. Our president, Sylvia Horwitz, started the morning off with a warm wel-
come. Rabbi Werbow taught us a bit about Purim and Larry Paul chanted a condensed version of the megillah, as only 
he can do. We played freeze dance, and the Madrichot, who were dressed up as a traffic light, led a game of red-light, 
green-light. A brother-sister juggling duo entertained us and prizes and Hamantaschen were distributed  to all. While 
we maintained our social distance, we felt closer than ever, as overall, people were so happy to be together. It certainly 
was a one-of-a-kind Purim party. Photos this page by Sara Goldberg; facing page by Rina Rebibo 

Now that Purim 2021 has passed, we have a March filled with Passover Prep. On March 14th, TI tots will be having an 
in-person Passover Songs & Story Time and on March 21st  the Himmelfarb School will have a Passover Boot Camp.  

Lastly, as the Parent Shmooze has been rebooted to once a month, on March 17th, Jules Polonetsky, CEO of the Fu-
ture of Privacy Forum, will be speaking about navigating privacy in our digital world. This talk is for ANYONE curious 
about what happens to the data tech collected with remote learning and other privacy issues. Join us for a look behind 
the technology and tips on navigating our networked world.  To register: https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/
parent-shmooze.html 

Photos by Sara Goldberg 

https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/parent-shmooze.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/parent-shmooze.html
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Purim 2021 

Photos by Rina Rebibo 
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TI Youth Happenings - Yael Horowitz 

A Note from Yael, Youth Advisor:  

This last month we had some great programs! We played Among Us with Kadima and 
we watched a documentary called The People and The Police with the TI teens. We 
celebrated Purim with a parking lot party where we danced and played games – there 
were so many good costumes!  

The Madrichot did an amazing job of running games and dressing up as a stoplight! If 
your teen is interested in becoming a madrich/a/ol please reach out to rina@tifereth-
israel.org  

As we move forward into a new, fresh year we want to make sure that the programs 
we are running best fit the needs and wants of your kids – help us adjust by getting 
your youth to fill out this feedback survey.   

For March:  

March will bring us some great events and the first glimpses of a beautiful spring!  

 

March 9 at 4 pm, for 4 and 5 grade: ROUND THREE of 4th and 5th grade game power 
hour! We are switching the day from Monday to Tuesday. Register here or use the link from last month. 

March 21 at 5:00 pm, for Middle Schoolers: Join for Spring Celebration 
and Games! You will be able to pick up a small planting project so that we 
can do it together on Zoom and play different games together! Register 
here. 

March 21 at 7:00 pm, for TI Teens/high schoolers: Together we are going 
to be creating a Ten Plagues Play for Passover! Using different improv 
skills and creative writing we will put together something fun that can be 
recorded and shared with the whole TI community! Register Here.  

As always, if you have any concerns please contact me, yael@tifereth-
israel.org  

Game Night 2020 

https://forms.gle/CBmChVCWUYNGUD377
https://forms.gle/CBmChVCWUYNGUD377
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/4th--5th-grade-game-time.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/kadima-program5.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/kadima-program5.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/usy-program7.html
mailto:yael@tifereth-israel.org
mailto:yael@tifereth-israel.org
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-  Kol Nashim Book Group - Jessica Weissman 

The KN book group met on February 16th to dis-
cuss Bruce Berger’s novel Flight of the Veil.  
Bruce was in attendance to answer our ques-
tions.  We had plenty of questions, and answer 
them he did. 

We meet next at 7:30 on Tuesday March 16th to 
discuss The Family: a Journey into the Heart of the 
Twentieth Century by David Laskin.   This is a 
work of history, tracing the lives and differing 
fates of three branches of his own family over 
the course of the previous century.   

Copies are available at the MoCo and DC librar-
ies, and in paperback.  The book is also available  
inexpensively in electronic format. 

The book group is open to everyone who enjoys 
reading and talking about books.  There’s no ab-
solute requirement to have finished the book or 
even started it.  However, we make no commit-
ment to avoid spoilers. 

We meet at 7:30 over Zoom.  If you are not on 
the evite list, please contact Janice Mehler 
(contact information in the TI directory) to be 
added.  RSVPs are not absolutely necessary until 
we go back to meeting at members’ houses, but 
being on the list gets you timely reminders and 
an email with the Zoom link. 

Funeral Practices 

Committee 

Always On-Call 
 

Chaverim of the Funeral Practices Committee 
are on call to provide counsel and services to 
synagogue members and their dependents.  
 
In the event of a death, before contacting the 
funeral home please contact one of the following 
chaverim or the TI  office (202-882-1605).  
 
 Shelly Heller   h: 301-942-1836 
   w: 202-994-5906 
   c:   301-996-2704 
 
 Marcia Goggin    
   w: 301-754-1963 
   c:   301.792.1063  
 
 Bruce Heppen    
   h: 301-299-3255 
   c: 202-997-1890 
   w: 703-417-8983 
 Naomi Revzin    
   h: 301-765 6272 
   c:  301-435.6272 

Purim 2020 

Photo: Julie Steinberg 

tel:301-299-3255
tel:202-997-1890
tel:703-417-8983
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Donations 

A.NATHAN ABRAMOWITZ FUND 

        In Memory Of 

Jodee Lichtenstein          Jack Barco  

GENERAL DONATION  

Rachel Elwell 

Mark Feldman 

Louise Weingarten Wiener 

        In Honor Of 

Robyn Altman & Brendan        Lorelei Gryziak 
   Doherty 

Robyn Altman & Brendan        Jordan Hope 
   Doherty 

Robyn Altman & Brendan        Adam Kofner 
   Doherty 

Robyn Altman & Brendan        Hillel Tulchin 
   Doherty 

Aliza Levine            Francie Kranzberg 

       In Memory Of 

Laurinda & Bruce Berger        Bernie Shleien 

Marsha Gentner          Vladimir Miskinyants 

Eliot Goldberg & Tracy          Vladimir Miskinyants 
  Kammer Goldberg 

Dina Schneider           Vladimir Miskinyants 

Howard & Barbara White         Lorraine Berman 

Howard & Barbara White         Hershel Shanks 

Howard & Barbara White         Lillian Kronstadt 

MARVIN CAPLAN SOCIAL ACTION FUND 
           In Honor Of 

Claudine Schweber &              Carolivia Herron &  
   Edward Koren                          Georgia  Herron 

Arlene Shatarsky            Hedy Ohringer’s 80th 
      birthday 

           In Memory Of 

Joel Cohen                           Marie Watson 

Stephen Garber & Lynne     Lillian Kronstadt 
  Snyder 

Eugene & Esther Herman      Bernie Shleien 

Eugene & Esther Herman      Lillian Kronstadt 

Claudine Schweber &            Bernie Shleien 
   Edward Koren 

Estelle Levine                               Vladimir Miskinyants 

Michael & Ruth Unterweger          Bernie Shleien 

Laura Schiavo     Bernie Shleien 

MOLLIE BERCH LIBRARY FUND   

                 In Memory Of 

Michael & Ruth Unterweger    Lillian Kronstadt 

Morris Klein & Naomi      Lillian Kronstadt 
   Freeman  

NEW INITIATIVES FUND  

Lester & Judith Turner 

RABBI'S DISCRETIONARY FUND 

Robyn Altman & Brendan Doherty 

        In Honor Of 

Arnold & Naomi Revzin        Pearl Schainker 

        In Memory Of 

Julie Greenspoon        Lillian Kronstadt 

THE ACCESSIBILITY FUND 

          In Memory Of 

Mark & Mona Berch           Lillian Kronstadt 

TORAH REPAIR FUND 

          In Memory Of 

Stephen & Shelly Heller           Beryl Gottesman 

Stephen & Shelly Heller           Lillian Kronstadt 

Richard Kruger & Naimah       Bertha Kruger 
   Weinberg  

YAHRZEIT DONATIONS 

          In Memory Of 

Rabbi A. Nathan & Barbara    Esther Hillson 
   Abramowitz      

Leonard Bachman         George E. Bachman 

Judith Berland          Lucille Berland 

David & Judith Cohen         Samuel L. Cohen 

Marc & Karen Drazin         Sidney Drazin 

David Emsellem         Albert Emsellem 

Marc Fields          Dr. Rona M. Fields  

Marc Fields          William Katz 
(Continued on page 21) 
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Purim 2020 

Photo by Julie Steinberg 

Donations continued 

          In Memory Of 

Tamar Hendel Fishman             Hana Sarah Handy 

Tamar Hendel Fishman             Isaac Handy 

Eliot Goldberg & Traci             William Fargotstein 
   Kammer Goldberg   

Eliot Goldberg & Traci              Goldie Back Goldberg 

   Kammer Goldberg  

Eliot Goldberg & Traci               Marcia Goldberg 
   Kammer Goldberg  

Larry Greenfield & Melanie       Bertha Greenfield  
   Gross Greenfield  

Judith Halpert             Sylvia Silverman 

Stephen & Shelly Heller            Sanford Heller 

Eugene & Esther Herman         Norman (Bud) 
    Herman  

Shannon & Jeff Hiltner             Alexander Hiltner 

Maxine Kornstein             Stuart Corman 

Maxine Kornstein             Michael Kornstein 

Maxine Kornstein             Rosalind & Herman 
   Corman 

Jeffrey Kotz   Jack Gilman 

Richard Kruger & Naimah          Julius Weinberg 
    Weinberg   

Iris & Michael Lav            Anne Mitlin 

Fred Lipschultz & Rabbi           Sol & Audrey Lynn 
   Devorah Lynn  

Roslyn & Peter Mannon           Marilyn M Bernstein 

Bob Mathis & Tali Stopak-       Dorothy Mathis 
   Mathis  

Robert Polster & Patricia         Edward Polster 
  Peron-Polster  

Jacqueline Ratner           Edith Ratner 

Andrew Reamer           Ethlyn Reamer 

Freda Resnick            Albert Lopatin 

Lawrence & Pearl             Morris Schainker 
   Schainker  

Stephen Russell & Laura         Marcia Silberfarb 
   Oliven Silberfarb  

David & Rona Siskind           Murray Schmutter 

Gisele Tawil                        Marie Amsellem 

Gisele Tawil            Guy Isaac Amsellem 

Gisele Tawil Maklouf            Mikael Amsellem 

Michael Tilchin & Linda            Jeannette Tilchin 
   Greer 

Jonathan & Catherine Tuerk    William David Miller 

Jonathan & Catherine Tuerk     Isadore Tuerk 

Michael & Marion Usher            Harry Moses Lazar 

Harriet Vinner             Jacob Janus 

Sylvia Horwitz & Dov             Seymour Horwitz 
   Weitman  

Diana & James Zurer            Fanya Woll 

Diana & James Zurer            Josephine Woll 
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Mishloach Manot 
For the first time TI distributed Mishloach Manot to all congregants, including something special for our non-
local members.  Pictured below are committee members assembling 300 bags: Susan Catler, Mikah Berg, Wil-
helmina Gottschalk, Rona Siskind and Jennifer Kefer. Not photographed - but indispensable- Francie and Josh 
Kranzberg , Roz Kram, and Laura Schiavo. 

It’s Your Menorah 

The Menorah is intended for you.  You supply the articles, you take the photos, and you read the results 
once a month.  If you have something to say to the congregation that doesn’t fit a drash, the Menorah is the 
perfect spot for it.  Along with the information on TI events and the regular columns,  I welcome almost any 
contributions with Jewish content.  People have written personal history, reflections on prayer, book re-
views, and reflections on other Jewish topics.  I’d be glad to help you refine your topic  and get you started 
writing.   Send your proposed topics or your article drafts to me at menorah@tifereth-israel.org. 

mailto:menorah@tifereth-israel.org
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B’nai Mitzvah 

Hello, My name is Lorelei Gryziak.  I am 
12 years old. I am a student the DC In-
ternational School. I speak almost-
fluent Chinese, I started learning 
French this year, and I can kinda read 
Hebrew. I'm good at puzzles and that's 
why my kippot are a puzzle-like pat-
tern.  I also like playing D&D, playing 
Minecraft and I recently beat the ender 
dragon with some of my friends. I love 
winter and the cold.   

Tamar Gasko is my Bat Mitzvah tutor.  I 
appreciate the help she has given me in 
preparing for my Torah and haftarah 
readings.  I am excited to celebrate this 
day with my family and friends around 
the world.  

Purim Memory 

Jessica Weissman:  When I was in Hebrew School most of our teachers were Sabras studying engi-

neering or some such at San Jose State.  Mrs. Bejarano was, let us say, not a natural teacher.  At least 

not for people who were lamentably ignorant of what she was teaching them.  I’m not sure where 

she expected us to have learned Hebrew before we got to the class.  Mrs. Bejarano was also a 

thwarted theater person so she made us do skits for our parents for every holiday. 

I was one of the older students, and the only one who had begun to develop.  The Purim skit Mrs. Be-

jarano wrote involved everybody wearing a Hebrew letter written on a large piece of oaktag fas-

tened around our necks and over our chests.   We were supposed to line up and spell Purim-related 

words. During the dress rehearsal she pointed at me and said “Yours is billowing out!”  and then 

turned an alarming shade of red. 



        

 March 2021                              Tifereth Israel Menorah                                    Page  24           

    

https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/congregational-budget-meeting.html
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https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/shabbat-morning-service-zoom1.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/zoom-dalah-hava-dalah-zoom3.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/shabbat-morning-boost.html







