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From the President: Sara Goldberg 
Over the past two years, through my work as co-

chair of the Rabbinic Search Committee and hosting 

Meet the Rabbi events, I have had the wonderful 

opportunity to learn about many of you. It’s part of 

why I’m excited to serve as President, and it’s some-

thing I look forward to doing more of in the months 

to come. As this is my first article for the Menorah, I 

thought I’d use it to share a bit more about who I am 

and how I come to be in this role.  

Serving the community is in my DNA. Growing up in a small town in North-

east Iowa, community service and philanthropy were just part of how my 

family operated. In fact, I don’t think anyone who knows me well is terribly 
(Continued on page 3) 

From the Rabbi: Rabbi Michael Werbow 

If you’ve ever been in Israel for a major holiday, you know that one of the big 
questions is do we, as those who normally live outside of Israel, observe one 
day or two days when we are in Israel? This is a question which, as with many 
others in Judaism, you will get a wide range of answers. The issue is that in 
Israel, a holiday like Sukkot has one “holiday” day at the beginning and at the 
end while, outside of Israel, we celebrate two “holiday” days. It is actually 
quite difficult in Israel to observe the second day because everyone around 
you is going about the day as if it were a less restrictive 
day.  

One answer to the question is that if you are going to 
be in Israel for a whole cycle of the holidays (specifically 
the three pilgrimage festivals of Passover, Shavuot and 
Sukkot) then you observe like an Israeli but if you will 
not be there for all of them then you observe like some-
one outside of Israel. This of course leads to other ques-
tions. Do you have to be there for them in any particu-
lar order? And, do you start observing the Israeli way immediately or only 
after you have been there for the cycle? 

(Continued on page 2) 
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To change lanes a bit, there is a feat in baseball called “hitting for the cycle.” In order to accomplish 
this, a batter must hit a single, a double, a triple and a home run, all in one game. This is a very rare 
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occurrence. It has been accomplished 330 times 
in just over 210,000 games played since 1882. 
Needless to say, hitting for the cycle is a big deal. 

So, we see that both in Judaism and in baseball, 
the cycle is important. When you complete that 
cycle there is much to be proud of and to cele-
brate. This month, I complete my first cycle here 
at TI. I arrived last year, July 1 which was 9 Tam-
muz. The end of June will finish my secular cycle 
and 9 Tammuz will come in the middle of June. 

This time last year, we were contemplating and 
then planning a unique High Holiday season. I 
was also just beginning the process of “meet and 
greets” to help me get to know the community. I 
met many of you through those but have really 
gotten to know people in classes, one on one 
conversations and breakout rooms after ser-
vices. Along the way, my family and I settled into 
our house and have begun to invite people for 
Shabbat and holiday meals. We’ll continue to 
work our way through the congregation and 
hope to invite more and more of you as we even-
tually move back inside for these meals.  

People who are in Israel for the holiday cycle 
generally have the same feeling. They look for-
ward to more and more. Someone who hits for 
the cycle in a baseball game doesn’t stop playing 
after that feat, they keep playing. I have enjoyed 
this first cycle at TI and know that it is the tip of 
the iceberg. We will cycle through more and 
more years together, celebrate holidays togeth-
er and accomplish many things together. 

l’Shalom u’Bracha, 

Rabbi Werbow 
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From the President- continued 

surprised that I’ve taken on this role (just maybe that I agreed to do it while still working full time 

and raising three kids). Truthfully, it feels like the natural result of my decision to become a Jew – 

and a member of TI – 12 years ago.  

My parents both started their careers as teachers. While they ended up following different 

paths, service remained a key aspect of how they approached their work, lived their lives, and 

demonstrated their values. As I grew up, my parents’ occasional absence in the evenings or on 

the weekends due to board meetings or volunteer shifts was part of the rhythm of our family, 

and on more than one occasion I joined in. After finishing graduate school, those values and expe-

riences led me to choose a career in non-profit fundraising and communications (which has little 

connection to my history degree but is certainly something that I love doing). However, where I 

come from doesn’t completely explain how I’ve ended up here. 

When I tell people about my journey to Judaism it’s impossible to tell the story without talking 

about TI. Over the course of six years of marriage to Josh, I’d fasted on Yom Kippur, learned to 

sound out Hebrew so I could follow along in services, made schmaltz for matzah balls from 

scratch, and watched with pride as our first daughter was dunked in the mikvah and named on 

the bimah. None of that seemed to necessitate conversion. But then we started coming to TI 

more often.  

There is something about this community. Josh grew up at TI, and he knew it was where he want-

ed our family to be when we moved to DC from Chicago. I was along for the ride, but TI quickly 

found a place in my heart as well. The way I was welcomed and embraced made me want to break 

down any barriers to joining the community completely and serving it. You might say that I didn’t 

just decide I wanted to be Jewish – I wanted to be a TI Jew.  

A dozen years later, this community and its future are more important to me than ever. It’s where 

our oldest daughter, Charlotte, became a bat mitzvah just before the pandemic began. It’s where 

our middle child, Amelia, will do the same in a year and a half. And it’s where our son, Micah, is 

learning what it means to be part of a Jewish community (partially by running around the build-

ing when it is open). 

Over the past two years, I have loved getting to know so many people in our congregation and 

learning what you love about TI and what you want us to become. I am excited to serve this tre-

mendous community and to give back for all that my family and I have received. 

This is an exciting time for TI, and I hope you can feel that. But we are also at a critical juncture, 

which is why I agreed to step into this role. It is time for us all to lean in and step up.  And I truly 

believe we can do that by getting involved and working together. 

I hope you will reach out to me at tipresident@tifereth-israel.org with your thoughts, concerns, 

ideas, and questions. Thank you for this opportunity to be part of the future of Tifereth Israel. 

mailto:tipresident@tifereth-israel.org
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Volunteer Spotlight - Jared Garelick

Carla Ellern is the chair and a long-time stalwart of 
TI’s Green Committee, the sleek new name of the 
group formerly known as the Environmental Com-
mittee. The work of that committee ranges from 
the hands-on, hyper-local focus of TI’s property to 
concern with global issues.  

The Green Committee’s most tangible work is the 
lovely and continually improving gardening at TI. 
The rain garden on the Juniper Street side livens 
up that once drab streetscape and has an im-
portant environmental purpose as well, recharging 
the earth by decreasing the volume of run-off into 
storm sewers.  

The committee plans to extend its work to the 16th 
Street side of the building as well, creating a “wet 
garden” there to soak up water being pumped out 

of the elevator 
shaft. This new 
area will fea-
ture native and 
pollinator-
friendly plants, 
enhancing the 
environment in 
numerous 
ways. Longer-
range plans are 
in the works to 
remove and 
replace some 
older trees on 
the property 

nearing the end of their life cycle. 

Extending its concern to the environment beyond 
TI’s property line, the Green Committee is working 
on a letter writing campaign to be held on June 22 
(watch for more information) to influence policy 
makers on issues relating to global warming, and is 
searching for ways to impact local environmental 
issues as well.  

Carla reports that the Green Committee gener-
ates lots of ideas and is always looking for volun-
teers to help realize those ideas, or to bring in new 
ones. For example, next year is the Shmita year, 

the Torah’s year of rest for the land that occurs 
every seven years. The Green Committee has be-
gun discussing with the Social Action Committee 
working together on a project to address food and 
social action issues through the lens of Shmita. 

Volunteer opportunities with the Green Commit-
tee range from long-term commitments to one-
time or peri-
odic events to 
work on TI’s 
gardens or to 
clean an area 
in a park. Car-
la plans a re-
turn to regular 
monthly 
weeding and 
planting ses-
sions in the 
rain garden, 
noting that 
this is work 
that whole 
families can 
engage in to-
gether. Watch for announcements of upcoming 
sessions. You could learn some weeding tips from 
a session at TI and take them home to improve 
your own property! 

The committee is looking for other ways to engage 
families as well. Just before Shavuot they held a 
planting event for families of pre-K children, with 
Rabbi Werbow teaching and entertaining the kids 
with a story.  

Carla’s commitment to plants and the environ-
ment is deep. It led her to a career in landscape 
architecture, which is her day job.  

If you have a concern for the environment but 
haven’t figured out what you can do to start hav-
ing an impact, watch for Green Committee events, 
or contact Carla or someone else on the commit-
tee and ask. Like Carla, you could find a way to 
help the earth, right here at TI.  

  Rain garden photos by Carla Ellern. 
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Kol Nashim Presents AIDS Play in Pride Month 

   Louise Kelley 

In recognition of LGBT history and Pride Month, Kol Nashim is sponsoring a unique event - a 
Zoom discussion of the play Anti Body by KN member and LGBT activist Louise Kelley on June 
27th at 7:30 pm. A 2-hour virtual performance of the play, recorded in London by a British cast in 
January 2021, is currently available on YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=W8IHWZHTSrk&t=3224s.   

Louise Kelley describes the origin and creation of the play: 

In late 1982, I discovered that my friend Arthur, as well as other gay men, had been 
diagnosed with Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome, or AIDS.   

I then moved to England, and began to write Anti Body, a drama about a gay man dy-
ing of AIDS. After completing the second draft, I sent it to the LGBT theatre group in 
London, Consenting Adults in Public.  

Peter Scott Presland directed the play, and it was produced in September of 1983 in London as 
part of an LGBT Arts Festival called September in the Pink. It was the first full length play about 
AIDS ever performed. The company later toured it throughout the British Isles and in Amster-
dam. Now it’s been revived, timely indeed in the middle of a different pandemic.  Presland ex-
plains:  

Anti Body was the first play in the world, no less, about HIV/AIDS.  Written over the 
winter of 1982/83 with the raw passion, fear and confusion of facing a new and terri-
fying threat, this is as authentic an experience of what it was really like as you can 
find.   

When we started rehearsals, there were 14 cases of AIDS in the UK; by the time we 
closed there were 28.  People were largely shrugging it off, in much the same way as 
Britain shrugged off the mysterious cases of infection from a wet market in Wuhan 
early last year.  So Anti Body was dismissed as scare-mongering, hysterical, and noth-
ing to do with us.  That is why much of the play is taken up with simple education.  

But the play goes far beyond educating people.  The central character, William, is a 
newly-diagnosed gay man facing what was then a 40% chance of dying.  He uses his 
own death as a means to improve the chances of others.  This stops the play being 
maudlin. I also like the fact that William is part of a dynamic lesbian and gay commu-
nity, which is shown in all its gutsiness and commitment.  This is a stark contrast to 
the solitary suffering portrayed elsewhere. Anti Body was ground-breaking and de-
serves much more recognition.   

TI members are invited to view the play before the Zoom discussion.  The Zoom link will be sent 
out to the congregation one week before the discussion. Given the explicit content, please note 
that this play is not suitable for children.  

Editor’s note:  Although I can’t claim the Olympian detachment of an objective theater critic, I can say 
that the play is lively and interesting throughout, and not at all preachy or earnest. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W8IHWZHTSrk&t=3224s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W8IHWZHTSrk&t=3224s


Sivan/Tammuz 5781     Tifereth Israel Menorah  Page  7  

Go to https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/#ongoing 

to learn about ongoing Hebrew classes, meditation, social justice activism 

and more! 

Great Courses: The Tanakh 

June 6, June 27 

This Great Courses video lecture series will continue exploring the 
content, nature, and meaning of the Tanakh from Bereshit to 
Apocalyptic Literature. No previous attendance required. 

Baghdad & Beyond – Moving Beyond the Stereotypes on the Farhud’s 

80th Anniversary
Co-hosted with SHIN-DC 
Sunday, June 6 at 2:00 pm 
Dr. Sasha Goldstein-Sabbah, digital curator for the Jewish 
Historical Museum in Amsterdam and the Jewish Heritage Network, 
will discuss her book Baghdad and Beyond: Iraqi Jewish History in 
the 20th Century .  Moderated by Maurice Shohet, Managing Editor 
of the Washington Institute for Near East Policyʼs Arabic-language 
website. 

Parent Shmooze 2.0 
Wednesday, June 16 at 9:00 pm 
Join Melissa Werbow to talk about bed time routines, what works, 
what doesn't and why it matters! 

UPCOMING EVENTS

https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/#ongoing
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/#ongoing
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/great-course-the-tanach.html
https://tifereth-israel.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3c528fa3e3f14d44449de0a05&id=010a64dbe9&e=40da9d0ebe
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/baghdad--beyond--moving-beyond-stereotypes.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/baghdad--beyond--moving-beyond-stereotypes.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/parent-shmooze.html
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC_pUdqdjhAjI07MC-mlw4Ow
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Nayes un Mekhayes - Melissa Perera

Happenings 

Deborah Secular, who grew up at TI and Habonim 
Dror Camp Moshava, and made Aliyah in Novem-
ber 2020, posts the following account. She is the 
daughter of TI members Keith Secular and Susan 
Catler. 

Last Wednesday and Thursday night (May 12 & 13, 
2021) there were violent demonstrations a block 
from my apartment in Haifa. Hundreds of citizens, 
Jewish and Arab, fighting each other in the street. 
We could hear yelling and smell burning rubber all 
night.  

On Thursday at the high school where I am a 
madricha (youth movement guide), I talked to kids 
all day about whether they had been out at demon-
strations in their cities. I realized that their TikTok 
feeds were suddenly filled with videos of violent 
mobs in the streets of their cities. They felt angry, 
and they felt a social pressure to go. I argued with 
them and urged them not to go, even ones who told 
me they had to because the police in their commu-
nities weren’t doing enough to keep people safe.  

Then, that evening, during the second night of riot-
ing, we decided to meet with all the people from 
Dror Israel who live in our buildings. (Dror Israel is 
the movement I'm part of here - it's basically a net-
work of urban kibbutzim that runs a lot of educa-
tional projects in Israel. Coincidentally, a few com-
munes live in the same apartment complex in Hai-
fa). We spoke about how it could be that the people 
in our neighborhood live side by side day-to-day, 
and how things got so bad so quickly. We tried to 
understand if it was most people who underneath 
really felt so much anger, and we didn’t know.  

We decided to run an event for kids in the court-
yard of our apartment complex. Mostly young fam-
ilies live in our buildings, Russian immigrants and 
Arab Israelis. We spoke to someone else in the 
movement who runs the closest youth center in 
Haifa and got her involved. Over the next few days 
we talked to moms and dads in the playground next 
to our buildings. We blew bubbles with kids. Par-
ents were happy to see us out, and it was really 
grounding for us to speak to so many people who 

were just as surprised and upset as we were about 
all the violence that had taken place. It felt hard to 
believe that the people who had been out in the 
streets could be the same people, our neighbors.  

Then on Tuesday we had the event. A lot of people 
came, and it was really cute. It was good to feel the 
pre-event rush of finding supplies and filling water 
balloons. It was funny to see kids fill their cake-in-a
-cup halfway with chocolate syrup.

Then it ended and I felt really sad again, even 
though there hasn’t been any rioting near our 
house since Thursday. I went back to worrying 
about my friends who live in missile range and 
don’t have bomb shelters, about friends in the ar-
my, about people in Gaza, about my kids at school, 
and about where this is all going.  

I still don’t know if it’s most people, or if the mobs 
near my house were people from my neighborhood 
or from other places. I do think it can be anyone, 
that almost everyone has the potential to hate, to 
join the mob. I think that humanity is a complicated 
choice, and that education is one of the best tools 
we have. And I’m grateful to be here with so many 
friends and partners to figure out together what to 
do. 

Cynthia Peterman's research and digital lessons 
on US policy during the Holocaust are featured in 
the 2021 Jewish Heritage Month website (https://
www.jewishheritagemonth.gov/for-teachers/). 

Photo provided by D. Secular.  Banner reads 
“Lower the Flames, Increase the Light” 

https://www.jewishheritagemonth.gov/for-teachers/
https://www.jewishheritagemonth.gov/for-teachers/
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Nayes un Mechayes - continued

Cynthia develops teaching materials as a volunteer 
for the National Archives website "DocsTeach." 

Simcha Kuritzky placed two exhibits in competition 
at the Pennsylvania Association of Numismatists 
semi-annual coin show.  Dutch-Israel Gold Fantasy 
Coins took third place in Medals and Tokens, while 
Numismatic Polygons took third place in World 
Coins. 

News from the Morris-Zall family: In May, Rebecca 
Morris graduated magna cum laude from North-
eastern University with a degree in Theatre. Gradu-
ation took place in Fenway Park; one parent was 
allowed to attend. In June, Jonathan Morris will 
graduate from the Charles E. Smith Jewish Day 
School. His next academic stop will be Case West-
ern Reserve University where he plans to study 
nursing. He has been in Israel since April 5 with his 
JDS classmates at the Alexander Muss High School 
in Israel and returns on June 1. Recently Jonathan 
won two awards from the Jewish Scholastic Press 
Association: first prize for Ongoing Reporting on 
any subject and first prize for Layout, design or info-
graphic attached to any Jewish- or Israel-related 
story 

Happy News 

IIan Yosef Neimark, grandson of TI members Dana 
and Sheridan Neimark, was born to Dikla and Mat-
thew Neimark on April 28, 2021, joining siblings 

Binyamin, Noa, Frieda and Yonah. At birth Ilan was 
7lbs, 2oz and 20 inches. His brit was on May 5. Par-
ents, siblings and grandparents, aunts, uncles and 
cousins are delighted with Ilan's arrival. 

Ilan is Sheridan and Dana's seventh grandchild, in-
cluding cousins Eli and Anya, children of daughter 
Rebecca and son-in-law Lee Spector.  Matthew and 
Rebecca are graduates of the TI Hebrew school, cel-
ebrated their B'nai Mitzvot at TI, and Rebecca and 
Lee were married by  TI Rabbi Emeritus A. Nathan 
Abramowitz.  

Sad News 

Michael W. Friedlander, father of TI member Ra-
chel Friedlander (Neil) Tickner, and grandfather of 
Jonathan, died peacefully in the early morning of 
Thursday, April 29, 17 Iyar 5781. He was 92. He is 
also survived by his wife of 62 years, Jessica Fried-
lander; son, David (Sheryl) Friedlander; grandchil-

dren Noah and Rafael Friedlander; and many cous-
ins, friends, and colleagues. His parents Hirsch and 
Ruth Friedlander and sister Ruth Friedlander, all of 
Cape Town, South Africa, predeceased him. 

Michael Wulf Friedlander was born on November 
15, 1928, in Cape Town, South Africa. He received 
his Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees, with honors, 
from the University of Cape Town and his Ph.D. 
from the University of Bristol, England. He re-
mained at Bristol as a junior faculty member and 
came to Washington University in St. Louis in 1956 
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Nayes un Mekhayes - continued

to replicate the Cosmic Ray Laboratory that he 

had known in Bristol. He did intensive work in 
the Washington University Physics Laborato-
ry and was beloved by his students. He was 
very active with university affairs, serving as 
Chair of the Faculty Senate during the unrest 
on campus and president of the local chapter 
of the American Association of University 
Professors and vice-president of the national 
AAUP. He was an active member of the Com-
mittee for Nuclear Information, which 
through its Baby Tooth Survey, advocated for 
the above-ground Nuclear Test Ban Treaty of 
1963. He initiated a series of lectures for lay 
people, the Saturday Science lectures, which 
have continued to be enjoyed and well-
attended. For an obituary, click HERE or click 
HERE. 

Irving J. Abramowitz, older brother of TI Rab-
bi Emeritus A Nathan (Barbara) Abramowitz, 
died on May 10, 2021, 28 Iyar 5781, in Israel. 
He was 95. Burial was in Israel on the Mount 
of Olives in Jerusalem. To make a contribu-
tion in Irving J. Abramowitz's memory to the 
A. Nathan Abramowitz Student Education
Fund at Tifereth Israel, click HERE.

Lillian Pearlman Shapiro, mother of TI mem-
ber Judy Shapiro (Mitchell Lazarus) and 
grandmother of Reuven and Sarah, died on 
Tuesday morning, May 4. 2021, 22 Iyar 5781. 
She was 97. She also leaves her son Rabbi Da-
vid (Debbie) Shapiro of Jerusalem, Israel, and 
nine more grandchildren, over 60 great-
grandchildren, and seven great-great grand-
children. The funeral was held in Baltimore on 
Thursday, May 6.  

Lillian Pearlman Shapiro, daughter of immi-
grants (a mixed marriage of Yiddish dialects - 
Galicianer and Litvak - that sparked some 
household disagreements) grew up in the 
Bronx, New York, in a family shaped by her 

father’s union organizing. She commuted to 
Brooklyn College, and eventually earned de-
grees in Early Childhood and Special Educa-
tion from the Bank Street College of Educa-
tion and an Ed.D. from Columbia University 
Teachers’ College, where she wrote her dis-

sertation on dyslexia before dyslexia was 
cool. She married Henry D. Shapiro, a young 
and brilliant doctor who she said had a pass-
ing resemblance to a young Frank Sinatra, and 
never really relaxed into the role of Doctor’s 
Wife. She preferred, instead, to blaze a path 
for working professional women in the 
1940’s, starting as a progressive pre-school 
teacher in the West Village. Her focus later 
turned to the challenges of providing cultural-
ly appropriate pre-school facilities in East 
Harlem and Bedford-Stuyvesant, where she 
was instrumental in advocating for bilingual, 
parent-involved Headstart programs. Her last 
professional posting was as Director of Spe-
cial Education for Suffolk County, New York. 

https://tifereth-israel.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3c528fa3e3f14d44449de0a05&id=a8eb601799&e=7eef69117f
https://tifereth-israel.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3c528fa3e3f14d44449de0a05&id=6b9a4ecd62&e=7eef69117f
https://tifereth-israel.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3c528fa3e3f14d44449de0a05&id=6b9a4ecd62&e=7eef69117f
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/payment.php
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Nayes un Mechayes - continued

After that time, she turned to the complexities 
of weaving, reading and learning enough lan-
guages to communicate with some of her grand-
children. 

Both Henry and Lillian remained politically ac-
tive throughout their lives, pushing hard for pro-
gressive leadership at national and local levels, 
as well as participating in powerful grassroots 
movements for education, local democracy and 
a broad range of humanitarian causes. Henry 
Shapiro died in 2008, and Lillian (“Petey” - long 
story) has missed him all that time. The many 
causes she supported will miss her, as will all of 
us.   

Three Generations – by Lillie Rosen 
TI Tots joined the TI Green Committee for some enthusiastic weeding, planting, and watering ahead of 
Shavuot. The Tots loved the opportunity to get their hands in the dirt and explore. Joining the Tots 
were some of their parents and grandparents -- three generations of TI members represented!  

Look for more photos of this joyous event next month.. 

Photos by Jeff Peterman 
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WEEKLY SERVICE SCHEDULE

Kabbalat Shabbat 

Fridays at 6:30 pm 

Gather for a virtual pre-Shabbat shmooze at 5:45, and then bring in 

Shabbat with the community.  Attend in-person (no registration 

required) or on Zoom.  

Shabbat Morning Services 

Saturdays at 9:30 am 

Our beautiful services include parts permissible without a minyan 

but include Mourner's Kaddish for those observing yahrzeitn.   At-

tend in-person (registration required) or on Zoom.  

June 5 | June 12 | June 19 | June 26  

Zoom-dalah! 
Saturdays after sundown, check calendar for times 
Join TI's virtual neighborhood for a warm and welcoming service to 
bring in the new week. 
June 5, June 12, June 19 & June 26 • 9:30  

Sunday Morning Minyan
Sundays at 9:00 am - note time change 
Lift your spiritual life by starting the week with this lay-led service. 
Each week Rabbi Werbow shares insights into prayers and ap-
proaching holidays. Attend in-person (no registration required) or on 
Zoom.  

Three Keys to Unlocking Talmudic Mysteries: 

Philosophy, Science, and Baseball Trivia 
Jews are often termed the "people of the book" -- and THE fundamental 

Jewish book is the Talmud. Unfortunately, many of us find it confusing or 

worse. Learn how models of thought from 20th-century philosophy, mod-

ern empirical science, and baseball trivia can transform turgid Talmudic 

tussles into luminous and beautiful clarity. No prior knowledge of Talmud, 

Hebrew, or Aramaic is required. Stan Dorn is teaching this course in hon-

or of his Uncle David Salsburg's 90th birthday, and it is free and open to 

anyone in the community. 

The class meets Sunday nights from 8 pm to 9:30 pm over Zoom.  Dates are: June 13, June 20, 

July 11 and July 18,   More information at:  https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/three-keys-to-

unlocking-talmudic-mysteries-philosophy-science-and-baseball-trivia.html  

https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/congregational-budget-meeting.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/kabbalat-shabbat--maariv.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/shabbat-morning-services1.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/zoom-dalah-hava-dalah-zoom3.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/sunday-morning-service-zoom---tentative.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/zoom-dalah-hava-dalah-zoom3.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/zoom-dalah-hava-dalah-zoom3.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/three-keys-to-unlocking-talmudic-mysteries-philosophy-science-and-baseball-trivia.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/three-keys-to-unlocking-talmudic-mysteries-philosophy-science-and-baseball-trivia.html
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SPECIAL UPCOMING SERVICES

Installation Shabbat 
Saturday, June 5 

Welcome new and returning Officers, Board Members, and Trustees! 

Uptown Shabbat 

Friday, June  25 at 6:30 pm 

Join a night of soulful song with Robyn Helzner, a leading interpreter of 

world Jewish music, and TI member and Chazzan Larry Paul.  

Fast of Tammuz & Service 

Sunday, June 27 at 9:00 am 

This week’s Sunday Minyan will include special Torah reading for the Fast 

of Tammuz, which marks a 3-week period of mourning that lasts through 

Tisha B’Av.

https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/board-installation1.html
https://tifereth-israel.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3c528fa3e3f14d44449de0a05&id=fb0fed23a4&e=40da9d0ebe
https://tifereth-israel.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3c528fa3e3f14d44449de0a05&id=52ed7e0d94&e=40da9d0ebe
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/sunday-morning-service-zoom---tentative.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/kadima-end-of-year-outdoor-laser-tag-celebration.html
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Upcoming and Recent Social Action Programs

Upcoming Social Action and Social Justice Events in June 

June 2, 7:30–9:00 pm June Social Action Committee Meeting 

June 8, 7:30-9:00 pm – Join us for a Zoom event to discuss the D.C. crisis in care and educa-
tion for young children and how you can help.  

This event is cosponsored by the DC Synagogues Social Justice Initiative and Jews United for 
Justice (JUFJ). 

The pandemic revealed how fragile and important the child care system is in this country.  Mil-

lions of women reduced their work hours or quit their jobs because they couldn’t find care for 

their young children.  Providers, already operating on the very thin margins that are chronic for 

the industry, were hit with the costs of added cleaning and personal protective equipment. Rev-

enue dropped due to severe limitations on the number of children they could have in their care. 

Many child care providers were forced to close; this was especially true of those in African-

American and immigrant communities. The women of color who make up most of this work-

force lost their jobs and their incomes.  

The child care crisis is one more example of how the pandemic disproportionately affected 

Black, Latinx, and immigrant families and low-income communities in general.  Rebuilding so 

that every family has access to high quality affordable child care is essential to an equitable re-

covery.  You can be part of the movement to strengthen early care and education in Washing-

ton DC.   

Join TI, DC area synagogues and JUFJ to learn more about the Under 3 DC Coalition and the 

work to support all DC children and their caregivers — parents and early educators.  The 

event will take place on Tuesday June 8, 7:30 – 9:00 pm.  Register at https://jufj.org/event/

synagogue-under-3/. 

The event will feature Ruqiyyah Anbar-Shaheen, the Coalition Director of Under 3 DC and Di-

rector of Early Childhood at DC Action. As we near DC budget season, it’s critical that we show 

up and advocate for increased funding to ensure fair access to education for children in lower-

income families and fair pay for early educators as we recover from the pandemic. 

If you are interested in learning more but can’t attend the event, please contact Franca Bril-

liant, fsbrilliant@gmail.com or Bob Feron, TISocialAction@tifereth-israel.org  

– Franca Brilliant

TI Plans to Resume Martha’s Table Van Run on July 11th

Food insecurity across our region remains a critical issue. TI volunteers have been working with 
Martha's Table once a month for over 25 years and we intend to resume doing so in mid-July. TI 
volunteers have traditionally operated the Martha's Table van run on the second Sunday of 
each month, going out to deliver food to DC's homeless community.  

(Continued on page 15) 

https://jufj.org/event/synagogue-under-3/
https://jufj.org/event/synagogue-under-3/
file:///C:/Users/Jessica/Documents/AlienFX
mailto:fsbrilliant@gmail.com
mailto:TISocialAction@tifereth-israel.org
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Social Action Programs - continued

Due to COVID-19, TI's participation with Martha's Table stopped in March 2020, but it now appears 
feasible for us to resume this volunteer work. On May 27th, two Martha's Table managers met with TI 
social action volunteers to discuss COVID-19 protocols and changes that have been made to keep 
volunteers and DC community safe. Based on this conversation, we tentatively plan to resume TI vol-
unteer participation in mid-July, probably on Sunday, July 11th. For more details, and to express inter-
est, please email Gene Herman at: gene511@aol.com   

– Gene Herman and Bob Feron

Rock Creek Park Cleanup - Julie Steinberg

On May 2nd, a hardy crew, Paula and Joseph Martin, Alexandra Kincannon, Lois Frankel, and David 

Hart  gathered at Picnic Area 10 in Rock Creek Park to pick up trash. Participants not pictured are Carla El-

lern and the organizer of the event, Julie Steinberg .  The event was co-sponsored by the Social Action Com-

mittee and the Green  Committee. 

I scouted the park by bicycle earlier in the week for places with trash and selected a location off trail near the 

meeting place. Most of the crew followed me on a deer trail toward the stream. We filled around 5 bags of 

trash. I was happy to meet and work with TI people that I did not know very well or at all before. The weather 

was great, so everyone enjoyed the time outside. This was also the weekend of the City Nature Challenge so 

while looking for trash we also looked for interesting flora and fauna. Paula and Carla share an interest in 

botany, so I learned a lot from them and found interesting plants to photograph and send to inaturalist (a web-

site collecting citizen scientist observations).  

If anyone knows of locations in the Maryland portion of Rock Creek that can use a trash cleanup, please  let 

me know and I will schedule an event there. 

Photo by Julie Steinberg 

mailto:gene511@aol.com
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Kiddush at Home  - Roz Kram and Francie Kranzberg 

With the warm weather upon us, we thought a versatile, light meal was in order. We can start with a 

nice, broiled salmon as our base, and hope that there is enough left over for salmon salad the next day. 

So, with no further ado, Kiddush for June. 

Easy Broiled Teriyaki Salmon 

Ingredients:  
 ¼ cup sesame oil
 ¼ cup lemon juice
 ¼ cup soy sauce
 2 tablespoons brown sugar, or more to taste
 1 tablespoon sesame seeds
 1 teaspoon ground mustard
 1 teaspoon ground ginger
 ¼ teaspoon garlic powder
 4 (6 ounce) salmon steaks
*Feel free to experiment with other flavors – orange juice, white wine, rice vinegar, etc. can all be substi-
tutes for the lemon juice. Be creative!

Directions: 
 Mix sesame oil, lemon juice, soy sauce, brown sugar, sesame seeds, ground mustard, ginger, and gar-

lic powder in a small saucepan over low heat. Bring to a simmer, stirring until sugar has dissolved.
Set aside 1/2 cup of marinade for basting.

 Pour remaining marinade into a resealable plastic bag and place salmon into the marinade. Squeeze
air out of the bag, seal, and marinate the salmon steaks for at least 1 hour (2 hours for better flavor).
Drain and discard used marinade.

 Set oven rack about 4 inches from the heat source and preheat the oven's broiler. Place salmon
steaks into a broiler pan and broil for 5 minutes. Brush steaks with reserved marinade, turn, and
broil until fish is opaque and flakes easily, about 5 more minutes. Brush again with marinade.

Richard Simmon’s Caesar, Mississippi Salad 
This is my go-to recipe as it’s light and flavorful. The dressing makes a wonderful marinade for the salm-
on, as well. To make this recipe pareve/vegan, simply omit the cheese and use a pareve Worcestershire 
sauce (such as French’s.) 

Ingredients: 
 1 head romaine lettuce 
 2 cloves garlic, peeled
 1/4 teaspoon each freshly ground black pepper and sugar
 1 teaspoon each Worcestershire sauce and Dijon-style mustard 
 2 tablespoon each fresh lemon juice and pareve chicken bouillon (reconstituted at double strength –

using ½ the amount of water that is suggested on the box/bottle)
 2 tablespoon plus 1 teaspoon olive oil
 2 cup baked bread cubes or croutons
 1/4 cup grated Parmesan cheese



Sivan/Tammuz 5781     Tifereth Israel Menorah  Page  17  

Kiddush at Home  - continued

Directions: 
 Wash, dry, and core romaine. Tear or shred crosswise into ½-inch wide strips or bite-size pieces. Wrap in

paper towels. Chill for at least 1 hour.
 In large wooden salad bowl sprinkle garlic cloves with salt. Using back of salad spoon (or a mortar and pes-

tle, if available) squash garlic with sugar and pepper and mix into paste.
 Add Worcestershire sauce, and mustard. Whisk or shake to mix.
 Add lemon juice and chicken flavored bouillon. Whisk or shake to mix.
 Just before serving, add lettuce, croutons, and Parmesan cheese to salad bowl. Toss to thoroughly combine.

Serve immediately.

Croutons 
Croutons are incredibly easy to make. They are so much better than the store-bought ones, and make a tasty 
snack, to boot. 

Ingredients: 
 1 loaf day-old French bread (or other crusty artisanal bread)
 2 tablespoons each melted butter and extra virgin olive oil
 3 shakes of your favorite hot sauce (optional)
 1 tsp. granulated garlic powder
 1 tsp. granulated onion powder
 ¼ tsp. ground mustard 
 2 grinds of a salt grinder or ½ tsp salt
 ½ tsp fresh ground pepper

Directions: 
 Cube bread (about 1-1 ½ inch cubes – as uniform as you can make them but don’t go nuts)
 Place all other ingredients in a large bowl and whisk to combine
 Add bread and toss to coat

  EITHER… 
 Place bread cubes in a single layer on a large cookie sheet (or two) and place into an oven set at

400 degrees (no need to pre-heat, but add about five minutes to cooking time if you don’t)
 Bake 15-20 minutes, until golden brown, stirring often. As the cubes begin to brown, watch care-

fully as they can easily burn.
Or… 

 Place bread cubes in a single layer on a large cookie sheet (or two) and place into an oven set at
225 degrees (no need to pre-heat)

 Bake 1-2 hours, until golden brown, stirring every 15 minutes or so. As the cubes begin to brown,
watch carefully as they can easily burn. These will be more like store-bought croutons as they will
be drier

Or… 
 Preheat a large, heavy (preferably cast-iron) skillet over med-high heat
 Add seasoned bread cubes (no need for extra oil) and sauté until browned, stirring often
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Gevarim - Andrew Reamer

The Tanakh 

Dr. Amy-Jill Levine (Professor of Jewish Studies, Vanderbilt University) explores the content, nature, and 
meaning of the Tanakh -- starting with Bereshit and ending with Apocalyptic Literature. She discusses inter-
esting or prominent passages from a cross-section of the genres in the Tanakh -- including, myth, saga, law, 
proverb, military history, and love poetry -- using each passage as an example of how to apply a particular 
method of interpretation to the Bible. TI member Professor Allan Tulchin will facilitate post-lecture discus-
sions.    

Sunday, June 6-- 10:30 am-12:15 pm • via Zoom (see TI calendar for link) 

Lecture 21: Restoration and Theocracy (Isaiah 56–55, Ezra–Nehemiah, Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi, Ruth, 
Jonah) -- When King Cyrus of Persia promulgated his edict in 538 B.C.E., permitting the Jews in exile in 
Babylon to return home, great excitement no doubt occurred. With enormous hope, people left and re-
turned home. Unfortunately, things were not as they had hoped they would be. The destruction that Nebu-
chadnezzar had brought when he destroyed Jerusalem had not been repaired. The city was in ruins. Moreo-
ver, the people who had not been taken into exile resented the return of those from Babylon. 

Lecture 22: Wisdom Literature (Song of Songs, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Job) -- When we look at the wisdom 
tradition, we find an amazing influence by and indeed respect for the international community, the interna-
tional wisdom community. 

Sunday, June 27- 10:30 am-12:15 pm • via Zoom (see TI calendar for link) 

Lecture 23: Life in the Diaspora (Genesis 30, 37–50; Esther; Daniel 1–6) -- The Babylonian exile gave rise 
to the diaspora, the “dispersion” of the Judeans now known as “Jews” to places outside their homeland. The 
“tales of the diaspora” present as heroes figures representing the wisdom tradition: Daniel and Mordecai. 

Lecture 24: Apocalyptic Literature (Isaiah 24–27, 56–66; Zechariah 9–14; Daniel 7–12) -- Apocalyptic 
literature is a combination of a variety of other literatures. From the prophets, it takes the idea of the con-
cern to inculcate moral values and that God is active in history. From wisdom literature, it takes speculation 
on the universe. It raises questions of theodicy. From novels, it pulls from characters who are put in awk-
ward, difficult, dangerous positions and then somehow they have to come to terms with their existence, of-
ten through the help of a divine mediary.  

Library News - Michele Sumka
How is the Mollie L. Berch Library, you may be wondering? And, when will it re-open, now that we’re in the 
process of re-opening the building?  

Well, here’s the (outline of the) story. Some time during the winter it was noticed that there was a bad smell 
coming from the library. It was discovered that there was a leak in one of the pipes, which had caused mold 
to grow on the carpet and on some of the books. Jevera Temsky called in a number of experts. The source 
of the leak was discovered and fixed. Experts on mold remediation were consulted, (and this being humid 
Washington), there was a good assortment to consult, and now a plan is in place to address the issues. We 
are expecting that, by the time the building is fully re-opened, the library will be ready to be re-opened. 

With the help of the Library Committee, Diana Zurer and I will take this opportunity to re-arrange the 
shelves and assess which books to keep and which to de-accession.  

PLEASE DO NOT DONATE ANY BOOKS UNTIL WE HAVE A CHANCE TO FINISH THIS PROCESS. 
THANKS FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION! 
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Lifelong Learning Lowdown:  June 2021 - Rina Rebibo

During the year, our 8th grade studied how Judaism prescribes that we care for animals. For in-
stance, the Talmud states that you may not purchase an animal without the provisions to feed it. 
(Deut. 11:15). After learning the many laws about caring for animals, the class had originally 
hoped to host an animal adoption drive. When it became clear that due to Covid, the drive could 
not happen they designed a logo and are selling water bowls for pets in order to raise fund for the 
Humane Rescue Alliance, https://www.humanerescuealliance.org. Orders are being taken 
through June 14th. For more information: https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/8th-grade-project-
2021.html 

On Sunday May 23rd, our teachers gathered at Blair High School for our final day of Himmelfarb. 
In a salute to our past Last Day of School programs, our students and their families stopped by for 
a drive-through/walk-up experience and received a to-go brunch and a personalized book-mark 
gift, from their teacher, (see photos below).  

As the summer begins, we are planning for the opening of school in September! Himmelfarb will 
begin on September 12th with outdoor in-person classes. We are looking for backyards to use. In 
addition, we hope to bring the Sukkah-build back! If you are willing to host a class for the school 
and/or would like help with building your Sukkah in September, please email Rina at Ri-
na@tifereth-israel.org. To register for Himmelfarb please go to: https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/
form/2021-2022-religious-school-registration 

Photo below by Rina Rebibo 
Photo below by Yael Horowitz 

Photo left by 

Yael Horowitz 

Photo right by 

Rina Rebibo 

https://www.humanerescuealliance.org
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/8th-grade-project-2021.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/8th-grade-project-2021.html
mailto:Rina@tifereth-israel.org
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/form/2021-2022-religious-school-registration
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/form/2021-2022-religious-school-registration
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Himmelfarb 2020 - 2021 Electives - Rina Rebibo

We knew this year was going to be unusual. What we didn’t anticipate was the creative and different ways our 
students would connect with their Judaism.  This year grades 3-6 had the opportunity to take an elective class 
on Sunday mornings. Most students experienced two of the three courses: drama, cooking and creative writing.  

Morah Hindy taught the parasha through her kitchen. While baking, our students discussed the parasha with 
Morah Hindy – establishing a delicious connection between their tummies and the Torah!  

Joining us from Mexico, Moreh Chaim, taught drama. Building their acting skills, our students really had an op-
portunity to shine bright.  Each semester culminated with an original skit: one for Chanukah and the other for 
Pesach. To see the Pesach skit: https://drive.google.com/file/d/13VcYp_qjF8FfcBke5DE4IUn2pTICUMQo/
view?usp=sharing 

A handful of dedicated students cultivated their creative writing skills with Morah Rachel. For the entire year, 
they diligently honed their writing skills while bridging Jewish content through poems, mad-libs and more. For 
a glimpse into some of their handiwork: https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1eAYtNNcgCPCediVTWcB-
ddG2MbXhPqHuTXW3tV2y0Ng/edit?usp=sharing 

Photo by Janet Blank 

Photo by Janet Blank 

Photo by Sara Goldberg 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/13VcYp_qjF8FfcBke5DE4IUn2pTICUMQo/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/13VcYp_qjF8FfcBke5DE4IUn2pTICUMQo/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1eAYtNNcgCPCediVTWcB-ddG2MbXhPqHuTXW3tV2y0Ng/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1eAYtNNcgCPCediVTWcB-ddG2MbXhPqHuTXW3tV2y0Ng/edit?usp=sharing
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June Yahrzeitn

May 28 - May 29 

6/1 Moses Michael Bailin 

Edna Gorewitz 

Gerald G. Gross 

Lewis Leeds 

Sylvia Stahl 

Joel David Vile 

Hinde Wishnia 

6/2 Minnie Corman 

Rose Greenberg 

Sarah Schlossberg 

Louis Sugar 

6/3 Mary Barclay 

Solomon Friedenberg 

Leona Greenstein 

Barnett Shapiro 

Sidney Stanger 

6/4 Harry Moore 

Stuart Arnold Peres 

Morris Schwartzman 

Louise Libby Sidman 

Libbey Lewis Sussan 

June 4 – June 5 

6/5 Sylvan Cahn 

Thelma Hecht 

Rose Stadler 

6/6 Ashur Baizer 

Murray Braverman 

Dick Davisson 

Lawrence Feldman 

Anthony Pitch 

Kenneth Steinberg 

6/7 Rose Levine 

Sophie Slatko 

6/8 Jennie Alpert 

Rubin Finkelstein 

Augusta Herman 

Dorothy Keyser  
  Heyman 

Sarah K. Mendelson 

Blanche Riker 

Morris Schweber 

6/9 Seymour Berland 

Joel Levin 

Natalie Lewis 

Sarah Peters 

Saul J. Ritter 

Harry Seidman 

William Tenn 

Leah Weissman 

6/10 Jay Steven Brown 

James Feron 

Mordecai S. Halpern 

Ethel Heller 

Edythe Lee Herman 

Francesca Hess 

Henry Isadore Hoffman 

Abraham Loube 

Louis Mensh 

6/11 Margaret Baxt 

Samuel Cohen Footer 

Kenneth M. Herman 

Samuel Marvin Smith 

June 11 – June 12  

6/12 Louis Borochoff 

Anna Rubin Gale 

Samuel David Lopatin 

Abraham E. Schor 

Zev Siegel 

Dorothy G. Weingarten 

Joseph Wohl 

6/13 Shirley Berman 

Ezra Elencwajg 

Herbert Gleckman 

Irma Goldberg 

Leonard Goldman 

Anna Leah Greenberg 

Abraham Jewler 

Helen Carolyn Lyman 

Esther Rosenberg 

6/14 Dorothy Hodos 

Allen Marmon 

Freda Moore 

Jeannette Scherling 

Sadie Rose Weilerstein 

Russell Wine 

6/15 Brenda Cywan 

Robert Flug 

6/16 Paul Nathan Baer 

Belle Jeanette 
     Gittleman 

Samuel Jeweler 

Bethel Johnson 

Sophie Kavruck 

Raymond Zurer 

6/17 Adolf Ermann 

Eve Singer Gaizband 

Anna Travers  
       Keimowitz 

Abraham H Malnik 

Anna Miskinyants 

Wolfe Sneiderman 

6/18 Zalman Fishman 

Rae Jasinowsky 

Jack Arthur Stone, Sr. 

Barney Oscar Weitz 

June 18 - June 19 

6/19 Blanche Baehr  
       Hausman 

Joseph Janus 

Eli Messinger 

Ethan Naftalin 

Barney David Usher 

6/20 Samuel Footer 

Helen Goldstein 

Beatrice Levy- Kessel 

Arthur Miller 

Lucille Richman 

Amalie Mollie Siegler 

(Continued on page 23) 

Editor’s note:  We list upcoming yahrzeitn based on ShulCloud records, under the Shabbat dates when 
the name is recited and  by the yahrzeit date. Send questions or concerns to sheri@tifereth-israel.org.
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June Yahrzeitn continued 

6/21 Rose Adler Einhorn 

Oscar Asher Smith  
  Herron 

Abraham Klein 

Betty Krakover 

Sophia (Pat) Lischin 

Eli Ratner 

William Rothenberg 

Stanley Sturman 

Nada Warshawsky 

6/22 Alvin Berkowitz 

Ida Malnik 

Rebecca Trooboff 

6/23 Shirley Beheshti 

May Ruth Frohlich 

Curtis Eric Heppen 

Evelyn "Kiki" Kaplan 

Sol Swerdloff 

Samuel Trupp 

6/24 Bertam R. Abramson 

Joel H. Greenstein 

Esther Kutnick 

Rose Portner 

6/25 Irving Clarfeld 

Annie Glassman 

Sheldon Mermelstein 

Lisa Kim Plotkin 

Dorothy Wurman 
  Turner 

June 25 – June 26 

6/26 Nettie Cohen 

Edward Israel Friedland 

Michael M. Green 

Sarah Jewler 

Donald M. Kabaker 

Ray N. Kabaker 

Gary Schneier 

William Taylor 

Anne Wolman 

6/27 Fay Maydeck 

Harry Melvin 
  Mendelson 

Ada Naiman 

Harry Seeff 

Evelyn Stopak 

6/28 Abraham Klitzman 

Aaron Leifer 

Harry Roth 

Selma August  
      Rubinstein 

Sonnya Woll 

6/29 Dora Borow 

Sandra Greenfeld 

James Krivo 

Carol R. Peck 

Sarah Taylor 

6/30 Felix Menachem Ellern 

Benjamin Levin 

Esther Silverman 
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https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/annual-meeting-2021.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/8th-grade-project-2021.html#form
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Kol Nashim Book Group - Jessica Weissman 

The KN book group met on May 25th to discuss  

God, a Human History by Reza Aslan.  This is a histo-

ry of human’s developing concepts of God and 

gods.  The basic story line is interesting, and the 

footnotes were informative - not just source notes. 

Most readers were not interested in the conclud-

ing chapter where Aslan traces his own spiritual 

evolution.  

For those interested in the Ogden Nash poem I 

mentioned, it is available here:  Rocks do not Fall 

from the Sky: The Seven Spiritual Ages of Mrs. Marma-

duke Moore, Ogden Nash. (aerolites.blogspot.com) .  

Warning:  In today’s terms it is mildly offensive. 

Our June reading is  short stories by Isaac Bashevis 

Singer.  Ideally this would be his first book of sto-

ries, Gimpel the Fool.   Unfortunately, the MoCo li-

brary has fewer copies than I thought.  The book is 

easily available used or new.  For those of you who 

have the Collected Stories, the ones to read are:   

 Gimpel the Fool

 The Gentleman from Crakow

 The Wife-Killer

 By the Light of Memorial Candles

 The Mirror 

 The Little Shoemakers

 Joy

 From the Diary of One Not Born

 The Old Man

 Fire

 The Unseen

At a minimum, read the title story, which can be 

found on the Internet as a PDF. 

I suggest reading The Spinoza of Market Street as 

well.   It can be found on the Internet as a PDF. 

The book group is open to everyone who enjoys 

reading and talking about books.  There’s no abso-

lute requirement to have finished the book or even 

started it.  However, we make no commitment to 

avoid spoilers. 

We meet June 15th at 7:30 over Zoom.  

We discussed the possibility of meeting outdoors 

in someone’s back yard in July.  We’ll decide at the 

June meeting. 

If you are not on the evite list, please contact 

Janice Mehler (contact information in the TI direc-

tory) to be added.  RSVPs are not absolutely neces-

sary until we go back to meeting at members’ hous-

es, but being on the list gets you timely reminders 

and an email with the Zoom link. 

Funeral Practices Committee 
Always On-Call 

Chaverim of the Funeral Practices Committee 
are on call to provide counsel and services to 
synagogue members and their dependents.  

In the event of a death, before contacting the 
funeral home please contact one of the following 
chaverim or the TI  office (202-882-1605).  

Shelly Heller h: 301-942-1836 
  w: 202-994-5906 
  c:  301-996-2704 

Marcia Goggin w: 301-754-1963 
  c:  301.792.1063  

Bruce Heppen h: 301-299-3255 
  c: 202-997-1890 
  w: 703-417-8983 

  Naomi Revzin  h: 301-765 6272 
  c:  301-435.6272 

https://aerolites.blogspot.com/2006/12/seven-spiritual-ages-of-mrs-marmaduke.html
https://aerolites.blogspot.com/2006/12/seven-spiritual-ages-of-mrs-marmaduke.html
https://aerolites.blogspot.com/2006/12/seven-spiritual-ages-of-mrs-marmaduke.html
tel:301-299-3255
tel:202-997-1890
tel:703-417-8983
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A. NATHAN ABRAMOWITZ FUND

In Memory Of 

Joy & Leonard Baxt   trving J. Abramowitz 

Edward & Ruth Cogen  Irving J. Abramowitz 

James & Sylvana Ehrman Irving J. Abramowitz 

David & Helene Emsellem Irving J. Abramowitz 

Miriam & William Galston  Irving J. Abramowitz 

Richard Gryziak & Leigh Irving J. Abramowitz 
    Verbois 

Howard & Michele Sumka      Irving J. Abramowitz 

Susan Vitale       Irving J. Abramowitz 

Iris & Michael Lav 

GENERAL DONATION   In Honor Of 

Robyn Altman & Brendan       Nathan Liebman 
   Doherty 

Robyn Altman & Brendan       Ezra Zibel 
   Doherty 

Brenda & Lee Footer    Sunday Minyan 

In Memory Of 

David & Janice Mehler  Michael W. Friedlander 

Barbara & Howard White  Lillian Pearlman Shapiro 

Barbara & Howard White        Michael W. Friedlander 

HELPING HANDS FUND  In Honor of 

Mitchell Lazarus & Judy   Susan Catler 
   Shapiro 

MARCIA F. GOLDBERG  FUND  

In Memory Of 

Avi & Devra Weiss Marcia Goldberg 

MARVIN CAPLAN SOCIAL ACTION FUND 

In Honor Of 

Mical & Michael Schneider   Miriam Turner 

 In Memory Of 

Edward Koren & Claudine    Vera  Goldfischer 
    Schweber    Schweber 

Lynn Golub-Rofrano &   Gary Schneier 
   Joseph Rofrano 

Lynn Golub-Rofrano &  Bernard Golub 
   Joseph Rofrano 

ACCESSIBILITY FUND   In Memory of 

Kathryn Bram   Michael W. Friedlander 

TORAH REPAIR FUND   In Memory of 

Shelly & Steve Heller   Irving J. Abramowitz 

YAHRZEIT DONATIONS   In Memory Of 

Sharon Doner Feldman Izzy Feldman 

Karen & Marc Drazin Mary T. Jeweler 

Seth Glabman & Martha Esta Hare 
    Hare  

John & Marcia Goggin   Saul Ritter 

Esther & Gene Herman   Evelyn Salz 

Roberta & Steven Jellinek Evelyn Jellinek 

Dennis Kirschbaum & Barbara Sabina Josephine 
   Raimondo               Raimondo 

Ivy Baer & Marc              Paul Nathan Baer 
   Rothenberg 

Eric & Shira Schechtman  Allan Schechtman 

Susan Catler & Keith Secular  Harold Cadish 

Margaret E. Simon Lenore F. Simon 

Susan Morse & Harry Ruth Botkin Morse 
   Waldman 

Diana Zurer   Raymond Zurer 

Leonard Bachman   Samuel Jaffe 

Judith Berland   Seymour Berland 

Florence Berlin  Moses Snesil 

Sharon Brown   Jay Steven Brown 

Sharon Brown   Rae Jasinowsky 

Martha & Newton Frohlich May Frohlich 

Martha & Newton Frohlich William Frohlich 

Sarah Geiger   Max Louis Friedman 
        & Rebeccah Friedman 

Maxine Kornstein Michael Alan Kornstein, 
Rosalind, Buddy & 
Stuart Corman 

Stephen Meltzer          William Garner 

Elaine Miller             Esther Miller 

Ivy Baer & Marc Rothenberg  Marcella Rothenberg 

David & Stephanie Rubin  Bernard Rubin 

Jo-Dine Simon   Lenore Simon 
(Continued on page 27) 

Donations 
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Donations - continued 

YAHRZEIT DONATIONS   In Memory Of 

Norman & Ellen Sinel       Nathan Sinel 

Howard & Michele Sumka    Sylvia Stahl 

YAHRZEIT DONATIONS   In Memory Of 

Barbara & Howard White     Morris Mestetsky 

Help Support Jewish Education for TI Youth 

The Rabbi A. Na-

than Abramowitz 

Student Educa-

tion Fund was 

originally set up 

in 1975 as a trib-

ute to Rabbi 

Abramowitz on 

his 15th anniver-

sary at Tifereth 

Israel. It was then 

enlarged as a trib-

ute to the Rabbi at the time of his becoming 

Rabbi Emeritus in 1996, after completing 36 

years at TI.  

The mission statement of the fund is to offer 

scholarship support to our children who un-

dertake additional Jewish education experi-

ences beyond their religious school education 

at TI or day school. Additionally, on rare occa-

sions, the fund may add financial support for a 

special educational program such as a visiting 

scholar at TI.  

Including the scholarship assistance disbursed 

for this summer, we have over many years de-

pleted three quarters of the fund. It is there-

fore time for us to remind TIers of the wonder-

ful work of the ANA Fund and to solicit addi-

tional contributions to TI earmarked to the 

ANA Fund.  

We very much appreciate your support and 

look forward to continuing to offer scholarship 

assistance for future years. 

Donate to the ANA Fund here: https://

tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/ana-donation  

https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/ana-donation
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/ana-donation
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Despite the millions of Yiddish speakers in pre-World War Two Europe and elsewhere, very few medals 

or monetary items use the language.  There are a number of rare local notes issued during the Russian 

Civil War of 1918-22 that have both Russian and Yiddish inscriptions, but more use Hebrew instead. 

The above photo from NumisBids shows a five ruble note from the Nikopol Jewish community.  The 

denomination is in both Yiddish and Hebrew. 

The closest we get to national currency including Yiddish is a bond issued early in independent Lithuania’s 

existence.  This bond includes inscriptions in Lithuanian, Russian, Polish, and Yiddish which state 

Extraordinary Royal Loan for the Defense of the Fatherland.  These may have circulated as money.  The 

above note was issued in 1921 and came due in 1923 for 50 marks in gold during the chaotic period of the 

Russian Civil War and border disputes with Poland and former German possessions.  

(Continued on page 29) 

Yiddish Numismatics - Simcha Kuritzky 
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Yiddish Numismatics - continued 

    

Israel has issued two medals that include Yiddish.  One celebrates Yiddish language and culture issued in 

2005, with the inscription Yiddish Mother Tongue on the obverse and Yidl with a Fiddle on the reverse.  

Over a decade earlier in 1990, Israel issued a medal to be given as a thank you, with the Hebrew toda at 

top, but the Yiddish a dank in the second row at left.  Pre- and early-state Israel fought a protracted 

culture war to ensure Hebrew replaced Yiddish as the Jewish language (helped by lots of immigrants from 

the Middle East and North Africa), so these medals mark an important turning point. 

    

There are also some private medals in Yiddish.  A Mexican medal has a school on the reverse with Yiddish 

inscription Jewish School in Mexico, For the Hundredth Birthday of Shalom Aleichem, and a high relief 

portrait of the famous Yiddish author on the obverse with dates 1859 1959. A Polish medal honoring 

Yiddish novelist and playwright Sholem Asch includes the Yiddish inscription on the reverse In memory of 

the Great Yiddish Writer, The Vistula speaks to me in Yiddish, From his birth city.   

 

This medal for the 1928 laying of the Rabbi Jacob Joseph High School of New York’s inscription appears 

to be in Hebrew except they use the Yiddish Vinkel-shteyn for cornerstone.  On the other hand, the 
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Yiddish Numismatics - continued 

inscription on the Palestine Currency Board banknotes are supposed to be in Hebrew, but they give the 

denomination using the Yiddish funt instead of the Hebrew lira. 

So Yiddish money and medal inscriptions are hard to come by.  The few medals shown here can be had in 

the $25-75 price range, when you can find them, but the notes are rare and expensive. 

Anti Body 
A drama from 1983 about the beginning of the AIDS crisis in England 

 

By Louise Parker Kelley 

 
Graphic by Prawny, http://www.prawny.me.uk 

 

View the virtual performance any time on YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=W8IHWZHTSrk&t=3224s 

 
Zoom discussion on June 27th at 7:30 pm, with the playwright 

See TI Tidbits for details about this discussion a week before 

Sponsored by Kol Nashim, the voice of women at Tifereth Israel for Pride month 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W8IHWZHTSrk&t=3224s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W8IHWZHTSrk&t=3224s
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B’nai Mitzvah 

My name is Raffi (Raphael) Diamond-Berman and 

my Bar Mitzvah is on June 5th. My parshah is Shelach 

Lech. I have been a member of TI since my bris when I 

was eight days old.  I am a 7th grader at Takoma Park 

Middle School.   I play tennis at Rock Creek Tennis 

Center,  where the City Open takes place. This past 

year my Dad and I ripped out our entire yard and put 

in all native plants. This led me to garden for my Bar 

Mitzvah project at Am Kollel Sanctuary.  At the Sanc-

tuary the fruit and vegetables that we harvest go to 

homeless shelters.  

I also have been going to Camp Moshava since 3rd 

grade. I want to thank Stephanie Rubin for helping 

learn the Torah service, my Torah portion, the Hafto-

rah and Musaf. I look forward to having my Bar Mitz-

vah.  Sadly, due to Covid, I won’t be able to have as 

many people there in person. 

Hi! My name is Adam Riker and I am looking forward to 

my Bar Mitzvah on June 19th.  I am a sixth grader at Low-

ell School. My favorite subjects are Language Arts and 

Math.   

My parents are Danielle Glosser and Howard Riker. I 

also have an older brother named Seth who is in 11th 

grade.  In my free time I like playing sports, especially 

baseball. I also enjoy reading, playing video games, 

spending time with my friends and going to sleep away 

camp in the summer – I hope that I will be able to go this 

summer! 

For my Bar Mitzvah project, I organized a scrapbook for 

the husband and son of one of my favorite teachers, who 

unfortunately passed away suddenly last year.  Thanks to 

my classmates and teachers who participated. 

I also would like to thank my tutors Ralph Miller and Ra-

chel Meytin, for helping me learn how to read my Torah 

portions and other parts of the service. Finally, I thank 

my family for supporting me throughout this entire pro-

cess. 




