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From the President: Sylvia Horwitz 

I’m feeling optimistic. The days are getting longer. The 
vaccine is rolling out, albeit more slowly than we would 
like, but we are, it appears, on our way to managing 
the coronavirus. Despite the chaos, we made it to the 
other side of an election and inauguration with new 
leadership in place or on its way to being in place. So, 

I’m feeling hopeful. 

And I’m optimistic about TI too. We have had a steady 
schedule of services, classes, special events, discussions, 

innovations, and opportunities to think outside the box.  

Yes, it will take some time until we can come back together in person, but that 
doesn’t mean we shouldn’t be thinking about what we want to see happen when 
that time comes. Some things that we have put in place because of the pandemic 
can and perhaps should continue on after we reopen for in-person services and 
events. Interestingly, for some events that have switched from in-person to Zoom, 

(Continued on page 2) 

From the Rabbi: Rabbi Michael Werbow 

As a teenager, I remember asking my Grandma Pearl if she was coming to the 
Megillah reading on Purim. We used to sit together as a family each Shabbat 
morning in synagogue and I would have expected her to be 
there for Purim as well. Her response was, “No, that’s for 
young people.” Even as a teenager I remember trying to 
convince her that it is a holiday for adults as well. There 
seemed like much more to the holiday than just a fairy tale 

for kids.  

I can already tell that a large portion of the TI community 
celebrates Purim as a major part of their observances. This 
is complete with people of all ages dressing in costumes and 
making noise when Haman (boo here) is said. Yes, young 
people definitely enjoy the holiday but Purim is just as much, if not more, for the 
adults. I would in fact argue that there is some maturity needed to really appreci-

ate the story of Esther and the holiday it supports. 

(Continued on page 3) 
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attendance is greater than it had been in person. Some, such as those who are outside the Washington area, 
can now join classes and services. Perhaps we can keep some of the advantages of meeting remotely once 
we can return to in-person events. While something is lost when we’re not together in person, something is 
gained by being able to include those who cannot physically be there. Some who will be unable to attend in 
person will still be able to attend virtually, and everyone can benefit from the expanded participation. I’m 
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thinking here about the Great Courses lectures and 
discussions that have been taking place on Zoom. I 
can envision returning to in-person sessions at TI, to-
gether with a link for virtual participation for those 
who can’t make in person, and then projecting the 
Zoom participants on the screen to enable them to 
participate in the discussions. And that’s just one ex-

ample. 

I am amazed at the ongoing success of Shabbat ser-
vices on Zoom, but needless to say, I look forward to 
being back in the sanctuary with everyone praying 
together, singing together, and of course, having 
lunch together. One of the hardest things is that we 
have not been able to celebrate or mourn together 
in person. However, it is a consolation that shiva min-
yanim can still take place on Zoom, and that those 
who have lost family members can share memories 
and impart the essence of the ones they have lost. 
And it is wonderful that b’nai mitzvah have been 
able to take place in the sanctuary or the backyard 
with some in-person guests, the full Torah reading, 
brachot, aliyot whether in person or via Zoom, and 
all the other elements - except of course a sanctuary 
full of congregants and guests kvelling and celebrat-

ing together. 

At the end of this month, Purim will mark a year since 
the last congregational gathering in the sanctuary. 
But I know we will be back together again. It is still a 
long way off, but we’ll get there. Let’s get there 

safely and in good health. 

Rabbi: Michael Werbow, ext. 302302 

Rabbi Emeritus: Ethan Seidel 

Rabbi Emeritus: A. Nathan Abramowitz, ext. 301 

President: Sylvia Horwitz 

Executive Director: Jevera Temsky, ext. 301 

Administration: Sheri Blonder, ext. 304 

Education Director: Rina Rebibo, ext. 305 

 Youth Advisor: Yael Horowitz  

Communications & Development Specialist: 

Delanie Ostrow, ext. 310 

mailto:info@tifereth-israel.org
mailto:menorah@tifereth-israel.org
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From the Rabbi - continued 

We teach our children the story of Esther from a 
very young age but we teach it as a nice tale 
where a beautiful Jewish girl ends up saving her 
people from the wicked Haman, who had plotted 
to kill the Jews. The children dress up in costume, 
many as Esther, King Achashverosh, Mordechai or 
Haman, characters from the story, but also as al-
most anything they wish like Darth Vader, Mickey 
Mouse or a baseball player. We eat Hamantash-
en, mostly because they are tasty but also to re-
member the villain who was defeated. We give 
gifts to our friends and to the poor in the form of 
Mishloach Manot and Matanot laEvyonim. That’s 

what we teach our children. 

At some point many have gotten the message that 
there comes a time to stop dressing up. Doing this 
runs parallel with stopping to develop a more age
-appropriate understanding of the story. This is a
mistake. The story as we tell it to our children is
perfect for them but doesn’t allow us as adults to
see deep enough into the story. If we limit our-
selves to a pediatric view of this story (or most oth-
ers in Judaism for that matter) then it is no wonder
that people stop coming to shul once their children

have had their Bar/Bat Mitzvah celebration.

Purim provides many opportunities for us to see the 
depth of the story. Esther, the main character, at 
first hides her Jewish identity only to reveal it when 
it is needed to save her and her people from 
Haman’s plan. For better and for worse, we also 

hide things about ourselves. We only let people 
see what we want and are guarded as to what we 
show. But, there are times when it is important to 
reveal something we have kept hidden for a bene-
ficial reason. It is not uncommon for people to hide 
an illness they have. People are often telling me 
they don’t want others to know. What they don’t 
realize is the help and support that can come from 
letting others know. Revealing this aspect of our 
lives can deepen the connection we have with oth-

ers. 

Esther keeps her secret from the King because she 
was afraid for her life. This is intensified when 
Haman begins his plot to kill the Jews. Esther is 
doubly afraid and continues to keep her identity a 
secret. For us as well, we keep things secret out of 
fear. What would people think if they knew? How 
could I face them if I shared this information? Once 
Esther revealed her secret she saw that letting it 
be known actually brought about a positive result 

and not what she had feared in the first place. 

There are other insights into the Purim story that 
will also be revealed as we continue to celebrate 
the holiday with a mature view. This is not to come 
at the expense of our celebrating and enjoying the 

holiday through song, laughter and just plain fun.  

Join us for our Purim Celebration, February 25th at 
6:30 pm for a fun filled evening of Purim in our 

Kehillah.  

Purim 2020/5780 

Purim photos 

on this page 

and the 

facing page 

by Jeff 

Peternan 
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https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/uptown-shabbat--robyn-helzner--larry-paul-via-zoom.html
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Volunteer Spotlight - Jared Garelick

Janet Nesse earns her moment in the Volunteer 
Spotlight for performing an important role over 
many years, a role that was passed down to her. 
Janet, together with Rabbi Avis Miller, co-teaches 
TI’s formidable Adult B’nai Mitzvah Class. Rabbi 
Avis teaches the substantive portion, about Jewish 
traditions and thought, while Janet focuses on the 
practical aspects of Hebrew reading, synagogue 

skills, and chanting from the Torah. 

Janet reports that over the years the adult class has 
included students in their twenties through their 
nineties. The students come from different places 
and backgrounds, and come in with varying levels 
of ability. That makes it interesting. Janet says that 
some of the students are women who were raised 
Jewish but never had a Bat Mitzvah, a group that is 
declining in number as the opportunities for women 
in the synagogue have increased over the past few 
decades. Others are Jews by choice. Still others, 
both men and women, had a Bar or Bat Mitzvah as 
tweens, but now want to learn at a higher level 

than they did at age twelve.  

What makes the class “delightful” to teach, in 
Janet’s words, is that the students are all there by 
choice and are enthusiastic to learn. She enjoys 
sharing those “aha” moments, when learning one or 
two key Hebrew words turns what had been tuneful 

gibberish into a suddenly meaningful message for a 

student.  

The current class was scheduled to hold its B’nai 
Mitzvah this past December but elected to 
postpone it until it can be held in person. That is yet 
another thing for the congregation to look forward 
to when the pandemic wanes. In the interim, the 
class has taken on a Torah reading project. On 
March 6, the class will read the red heifer maftir, 
for Shabbat Parah. One advantage of Zoom 
services is that it is easier than normal to do Torah 
reading because one can read from a text 
containing the Hebrew vowels and trope markings, 
rather than directly from a Torah scroll, which lacks 

those aids.  

Decades ago, the co-teachers of the Adult B’nai 
Mitzvah Class were Cynthia Peterman and Janet’s 
sister, Madeline Nesse of blessed memory. Cynthia 
eventually passed the substantive side to Rabbi 
Avis, while Janet took on her role after Madeline’s 

death.  

Janet herself is a dedicated adult learner. While 
she had a modified Friday night Bat Mitzvah that 
was the fashion when she was a girl, she only 
learned to read Torah as an adult. In fact, in a 
testament to TI’s teaching tradition, Cynthia 
Peterman taught Madeline Nesse Torah reading, 
and Madeline in turn taught Janet. If you think you 
can’t learn to do something new very well as an 
adult, Janet shows that is wrong. She is now one of 
TI’s stronger and more dependable Torah readers, 
and is more than halfway to her long-term goal of 

cumulatively chanting the entire Torah.  

Normally a new Adult B’nai Mitzvah class begins 
about every eighteen months. If there is sufficient 
interest a new one might start in the fall. Contact 
Rabbi Avis or Janet if you might be interested or 
have any questions. Alternatively, if you are 
satisfied with your Bar or Bat Mitzvah status and 
just want some Torah chanting coaching, TI has that 
covered as well. Check page 27 for the 
announcement of TI’s new leyning mentor program, 

organized by Myrna Goldman. 

Thank you, Janet, for your volunteer services 

helping others to participate in services.  
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Sheldon Lisbon - Cynthia Peterman

I came to TI in 1986 as Principal of the newly named Himmelfarb Religious School. Mollie Berch had just 

retired, and I was a young (26 year old), newly-minted Jewish educator inheriting a staff that adored 

Mollie. I was intimidated to say the least. Some teachers -- Sheldon Lisbon, Chana Berliant, and Sammie 

Moshenberg -- had been on staff for quite a while. I wondered how to be true to Mollie's leadership while 

carving out my own place with my own ideas. I need not have worried. Sheldon and the others could not 

have been more welcoming and supportive. Sheldon and I worked together for seven years, and during 

that time his wife Miriam joined the staff, as well. 

I want to second Mark and Lynn's beautiful tributes to Sheldon in last month's Menorah. I want to add that 

Miriam shared Sheldon's respect for TI's practices and love of our community. It was a joy to work with 

them both.  

https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/joyous-movement--dance-/-adena-galinsky1.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/tanach-hebrew-text-class.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/great-course-the-tanach.html


 February 2021  Tifereth Israel Menorah  Page  8

TI Social Action 

Social Action Programs 
Racial Equity and Justice from a Jewish Perspective: Our colleague Carolivia Herron is organiz-

ing a series of upcoming TI Racial Equity and Justice events throughout this year. Contact Carolivia via 

email (carolivia@carolivia.org) if you want to join her core group for brainstorming on how TI can best 

organize these events remotely. Generations of Tifereth Israel social justice volunteers have been active-

ly promoting social and racial justice initiatives for over 50 years. 

Upcoming TI Social Action Programs 

Tue., Feb. 2nd, 5:00 pm Zoom meeting among Social Action/Social Justice volunteers of Tifereth Israel, 

Adas Israel, Temple Sinai and the D.C. Minyan. If you wish to participate, please contact Bob Feron for 

a Zoom link invitation (TISocialAction@tifereth-israel.org). 

Wed., Feb. 17th, 7:30 pm – Social Action Committee Meeting. This is mainly to discuss upcoming Social 

Action programs and activities. Everyone is welcome. 

Recent TI Social Action Program 

Mon., Jan. 18th – Martin Luther King Weekend of Service: Stream Cleaning & Trash Removal 

TI members participated in a stream cleanup program in Rock Creek Park, on January 18, Martin Luther 

King Day. This outdoor service program was sponsored by the TI Social Action and Green Committees, 

in cooperation with the Rock Creek Conservancy (the overall sponsor). 

TI members came as singles, couples, and families. Rabbi Werbow brought his entire family. Another 

child, who attended with her mother, said they were going on a great adventure! Everyone was happy 

to get out of the house and do something that felt good, both for the environment and for exercise, as 

well as to see TI friends and meet other TI members whom they didn’t previously know. 

Interested in supporting families, children, and vulnerable communities in DC? 

The TI Social Action team is joining with a group of DC-based synagogues to consider opportuni-
ties to advocate for nonpartisan Social Justice priorities during the next DC budget cycle. Our 
first such activity will be a joint informational forum with panelists from Jews United for Justice 
(JUFJ), The Washington Interfaith Network (WIN) and the D.C. Fiscal Policy Institute (DCFPI) to 
learn more about the impact of COVID 19 and the economic crisis on health, human services and 
vulnerable communities in DC, followed by a 30-40 minute discussion among TI members about 
what actions we can take. This will be scheduled for a Sunday evening, probably in late Febru-
ary; details coming soon. 

Want to join in or learn more?  Contact Franca Brilliant, fsbrilliant@gmail.com, 301-873-0402; or 

Bob Feron, TISocialAction@Tifereth-Israel.org, 202-297-1134, as soon as possible. 

You can get involved. All are welcome! 

mailto:carolivia@carolivia.org
mailto:TISocialAction@tifereth-israel.org
mailto:fsbrilliant@gmail.com
mailto:TISocialAction@Tifereth-Israel.org
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TI Social Action - continued 

The cleanup work was spread out up and down Rock Creek, within walking distance from Picnic area 10, 

the same place where Tashlich was held in 2020. Most people worked for about an hour, spreading out in 

the woods and weeds around the picnic area, walking down the road and up the trail to the other side of 

Rock Creek and even jumping onto the sandbars in the creek. The TI volunteers collected an average of 

half a huge garbage bag apiece. Some people walked into the park from home and collected more trash 

along the way home. 

We plan to offer this event quarterly. TI president Sylvia Horwitz, who attended both the November and 

January events, is eager to continue. While the pandemic is still rampant, the park limits the number of 

people who can sign up to 15 participants. Later this year, however, we should be able to open this event 

to however many people will want to participate. 

– Julie Steinberg

https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/form/family havdalah
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Nayes un Mekhayes - Melissa Perera 

Happenings 

Updates on the children of Susan Catler and Keith 
Secular: In November, Deborah Secular made ali-
yah and is living in Haifa. In December, Ruth Secu-
lar finished her coursework for a BFA degree in 
Comedic Arts from Emerson College. Abraham 
Secular has completed five years working for 
Google as a software engineer in Mountain View, 

California. 

Cynthia Peterman led her third webinar for the 
National Archives and their partnership with the US 
Holocaust Memorial Museum. The webinar, 
"DocsTeach in the Classroom: International Holo-
caust Remembrance Day 2021," introduced Holo-
caust-era records and classroom activities to par-
ticipants from 33 states, Puerto Rico and Canada. 
Cynthia co-led the webinar with Rebecca Erbeld-
ing, historian at the Holocaust Museum and author 
of Rescue Board: The Untold Story of America's Ef-

forts to Save the Jews of Europe. 

Happy News 

Tifereth Israel members Yael Smiley and Gabe 
Kravitz are pleased to announce that their daugh-
ter Yona Yehudit Smiley Kravitz was born on 
Monday, January 11, 2021, 27 Tevet 5781. At 

birth she was 8 pounds and measured 19.5 inches. 
Yael and the baby, Gabe, and big brother Josh, 
are all doing well and are delighted with the new 

addition to the family. 

The family requests that In lieu of gifts, if you 
would like to make a contribution in her honor, 
please consider making a donation to the DC Dia-
per Bank, Mamatoto, or your preferred local or-

ganization.  

Sad News 

Morton “Morty” Alfred Seltman, father of TI mem-
ber Paul Seltman (Jeanne Ireland), and grandfa-
ther of Mia Seltman, and Karenna Seltman, died 
on Friday morning, January 15, 2021, 2 Shevat 
5781, in Boca Raton, Florida at the age of 88 af-
ter a two-week battle with COVID-19 and other 
illness. He is also survived by his wife Barbara 
Seltman and younger son Scott Seltman. He was 

predeceased by their son Stephen.  

Morty was a first-generation American, born to 

ethnic Hungarian Jewish parents who met, married, 
and raised their children in Pittsburgh.  By age 14, 
Morty knew he wanted to be a dentist.  He went 
on to attend college and dental school at the Uni-
versity of Pittsburgh, followed by a post-graduate 
degree in periodontics at New York University, 
serving two years in the U.S. Navy as a lieutenant 
in between.  He maintained a solo practice in Pitts-
burgh until he was 78 years old. Caring for his pa-
tients was his passion. Morty was a devoted hus-
band, father, and grandfather, always home from 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Nayes un Mechayes - continued 

work at 5:30 and available for his family.  He was 
a great audience for his wife’s jokes; and he shared 
his love of sports with his children, teaching them how 
to catch, throw, hit, and kick every type of ball im-
aginable.  The Steelers have lost one of their great-

est fans. 

To make a contribution in memory of Morty Seltman, 
please go to the Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh 
F o u n d a t i o n  w e b s i t e  a t  h t t p s : / /
www.givetochildrens.org/donate and then designate 
the donation for the Stephen Ross Seltman and Dr. 
Paul C. Gaffney Fund. To make a contribution to 

Tifereth Israel, click HERE.  

Lillian Kronstadt died on January 22, 2021 at Lib-
erty Lane Assisted Living in Potomac, where she re-
sided for the last few years. She was 96. She is sur-
vived by her four children - Esther, Annette, and Jon-
athan Kronstadt, and Abby Frankson - and grand-

children Alison and Max Kronstadt. 

Lillian had a long history with Tifereth Israel. When 
Mollie Berch was the director of TI's religious school, 
Lillian was her assistant. She stayed on to help the new 

director, Cynthia Peterman, with the transition after Mollie 

retired. From 1986-2005 she was Executive Director 
and Treasurer of the Paul and Annetta Himmelfarb 
Foundation, a small family foundation started by her 

great-grandfather. She was instrumental in arrang-
ing a large grant from the Foundation for the school, 
which was then renamed to honor Paul and Annetta 
Himmelfarb. And for decades Lillian hosted a pot-
luck dinner in the backyard of her home on Juniper 
Street each Rosh Hashanah after TI's Taschlich walk. 

To read the obituary, click HERE. May their memories 

be for a blessing. 

The Rabbi A. Nathan Abramowitz Fund was established in 1980 to celebrate the Rabbi’s 20 years of service 
to TI and was enlarged in 1996 when Rabbi Abramowitz completed 36 years of service. Part of its mission is 
to provide scholarships for youth who spend their summer or part of a school year in a program to enhance 

their Jewish education. 

The Fund awards scholarships based on financial need to facilitate participation in qualifying programs. 
Awards are made each spring. All such applications and inquiries are kept strictly confidential. To apply for a 
scholarship, please print the online form at http://tinyurl.com/2020ANA and return it to the TI office by 

Monday, March 15.  

The Fund depends on your support and welcomes contributions in any amount. Please make a donation at 

http://tinyurl.com/ANAdonate. 

To qualify for a scholarship, youngsters may attend a camp recognized for its Jewish educational component 
(such as Camp Ramah, Capital Camps, and Moshava), participate in an educational program in Israel (such as 
USY Pilgrimage or Ramah Seminar), or take part in a United Synagogue Youth Wheels Trip. For more 

information about scholarships, contact Rabbi Abramowitz at anabramowitz@verizon.net. 

RABBI A. NATHAN ABRAMOWITZ FUND 

https://www.givetochildrens.org/donate
https://www.givetochildrens.org/donate
mailto:https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/payment.php
https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/washingtonpost/obituary.aspx?n=lillian-kronstadt&pid=197575982&fhid=2205&itid=sf_local-obituaries
http://tinyurl.com/2020ANA
http://tinyurl.com/ANAdonate
mailto:anabramowitz@verizon.net
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Ode to John Lewis - Louise Parker Kelley 

Editor’s note:  This poem was written for a memorial to John Lewis, and delivered as part of the recent 
MLK Shabbaton. 

When John Lewis was a baby 
Had a sit-in on his mama’s knee 
Lord, Lord he said 
Injustice is not all right with me 

I cannot let it continue 
Not when there’s something I can do 
I’m going to organize the people  
Make equality for all come true 

(How dare you, How dare you) 

I dare anything for dignity 
I dare anything for sanctuary and safety for all 
I dare anything with the discipline of civil disobedience/nonviolence 
I dare anything to make change happen  
Yes we can 

[What do you know about it old man 
Striving while Black 
Driving while Black  
If you’re Black get back 
You better know what you lack 
When the cops come not to protect but attack] 

I know about cops that are led by rage 
I found out about it at a very young age 

(Who do you think you are) 

I’m John Lewis 
Son of sharecroppers, stuck with a stammer, willing to sue to get to college at Troy 
I’m going to lead sit-ins at segregated lunch counters, serve as a witness and annoy 
Then they will try to stop us with poison gas from a fumigating machine  
I’m going to be a Freedom Rider, ride the bus to a new scene 
When they put me in jail for it I’m going to sing my soul free and quote from Gandhi 
I’m going to get beat up over and over and put in the slammer 
Get my skull fractured when I lead the march across the bridge in Selma Alabama 
When I march with Americans who just want to vote somehow  
Tell you what the voters will do, vote for me for City Council, send me to Congress too 
Oh wait that’s just crazy talk now 

But no matter what 

(Continued on page 13) 
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Ode to John Lewis - continued 

Ain’t nobody gonna turn me round 

The firehoses won’t work the dogs won’t work jail won’t work 
That won’t work 
Nothing the bigots try will work 
Because I know what to do and I’m going to work 
Like when I told the the world about it at the March on Washington at the National Mall 
Now I work the other end at the Capitol but I might not follow protocol! 
Because  
Lord Lord 
Injustice is not all right with me 

And one day the Speaker Paul Ryan is going to think 
He can get me to shut up and give up 
By turning off the lights and the cameras 
And accuse me of base motives 
And not playing by the rules 
The Accuser stands there and tells people I’ve sinned 
But I’m the brand plucked from the fire and my light shines within 

Making trouble, hey I’m hot-stepping trouble 
Well son there is such a thing as good trouble 
Nothing is worse than when good people stand there and do nothing 
Or as my friend Martin said, the time is always right to do the right thing! 

The time is now 
When the guns keep killing our sisters and brothers we have to do something about it 
In Orlando 
In Charleston 
In Newtown 
DC Navy Yard 
Virginia Tech 
San Ysidro 
Fort Hood 
Columbine 
Too many places too many funerals too many tears too many years  

Business as usual stops now 
Because I say so I am John Lewis and I say we must try something else 
Not resign ourselves to despair and shove our hope up on a shelf 
Don’t go numb to brutality let’s change the reality 
I’m the conscience of Congress and I’m calling you out 
Again I say it’s time to sit down and sing and shout 
Until we pass laws to protect innocence 
Please don’t tell me there is no precedent 
I’m always doing things that were never done before 
From SNCC to Montgomery to Mississippi Freedom Summer of 1964 

(Continued on page 14) 
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Ode to John Lewis - continued 

Don’t wait for permission it’s time to act 
Yes they’ll come after me I know that for a fact 
So what?  Now what?  

And still Lord Lord 
Injustice is not all right with me 
People everywhere just want to be free 

Shame them into action shake them to the CORE 
Remember the dancers shot down on the floor 
Together we can say it: NOT ONE MORE. 

I know we can do it if we try 

Yes we can can 
Take care of all the children  
Make this land a better land 
I know darn well we can work it out 
Si, se puede 
Yes we can. 

John Lewis collage by Jackie Urbanovic 

(Continued from page 13) 
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Stream Cleanup 

On January 18th a group of TI members honored Dr. Martin Luther King by participating in a cleanup of 

Rock Creek Park.  Photos by Julie Steinberg. 

Tots Park Cleanup 

Photos by Rina Rebibo 
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February Yahrzeitn

January 29-30 

2/1 Joseph Braverman 

Allan  Robert Pearlman 

Rose Perlzweig 

Samuel Rod 

2/2 Rhea Berenbaum 

Leon Nathan Hirschman 

Bessie Friedman Lewis 

William Silverman 

Judith Pearlman Wolfson 

2/3 Mollie Aronowitz  

Julian Berch 

Nathan Fanaroff 

Ethel Feig 

Nathan Golden 

Abrom Kayson 

James Kraft 

Agatha I. Leifer 

Abraham N. Parson 

Harris Samuels 

Beth Shulman 

Esther L. Yaverbaum 

2/4 Bella Birnman 

Bertha Leah Charnow 

Eugene S. Cohen 

Audrey Lynn 

Betty Danzig Roth 

2/5 Sophie Barron 

Annie Chertok 

David Dubin 

Rose Lerner Einsiedler 

Irving Koren 

Mary Moffitt 

Anna Dora Rosenthal 

Esther Kite Schwartzman 

Sadie Temple 

February 5-6 

2/6 Lew S. Birns 

Susanne Faigen 

Nettie Goldman 

Faye L. E. Isikoff 

Annie Naiman 

Delores Reback 

2/7 Hana Sarah Handy 

Nathan Kramarow 

Florence Mintz 

Nandor Rosenthal 

2/8 Yetta Blaser 

Max Robert 

Murray Schmutter 

2/9 Jerry David Anker 

Rafael Brenner 

Nathan Friedman 

2/10 Abraham Bernstein 

Christine Louise Bonsby 

Abraham Friedlander 

Sanford Heller 

Nira Hodos 

Albert Lopatin 

Eva Millman 

Simon A. Simmons 

Edith Wulfsohn 

2/11 Leo Eizenstat 

Fred Glaser 

Abe Kessel 

Hava Netzer 

Abraham Perera 

Harry Riker 

Henry Shapiro 

Stanley Sidman 

Hyman Traiger 

Anna Wayne 

Pauline Graboff 

 Wolberg 

2/12 Rose Baron 

Joel Burton 

Samuel Kavruck 

Benjamin Natter 

February 12-13 

2/13 Esther Bertha Blacker 

Morris H. Boin 

Howard Bram 

Shirley F. Danoff 

Alfred Dorn 

Albert Emsellem 

Lewis Friedman 

Jack Gilman 

Jacob Green 

Alexander Constantine 

    Hiltner 

Julius Katz 

Annette Korn 

Ziva Lifshitz 

Pearl Malcom 

Pearl Milzman 

Edward Polster 

Morris Shapiro 

Fay W. Sterenbuch 

2/14 Guy Isaac Amsellem 

Maklouf Mikael Amsellem 

Agnes Anker 

Harriet Brooks 

Theodor Hertzl Gordon 

Jack Harry Kamen 

Ida Kline 

Shmuel Lapin 

Gerard Previn Meyer 

Harry Millstein 

Abraham L. Schiller 

Louis Weinstein 

2/15 Isaac Abraham 

Macklouf Emsellem 

Gertrude Fannie  

 Friedman 
(Continued on page 17) 

Editor’s note:  We list upcoming yahrzeitn based on shulcloud records, under the Shabbat dates 
when the name is recited and  by the yahrzeit date.  
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February Yahrzeitn continued 

Goldie Back Goldberg 

Carl Johnson 

Hyman Katz 

Nettie Marron 

Dorothy Mathis 

Louis Ari Lione Mintz 

Milton Scham 

Louis A. Simmons 

Morris Tranen 

2/16 Gilbert Berman 

Sidney Drazin 

Isaac Handy 

David Leidman 

Sol Lynn 

Harry Mintz 

Sally Ohringer 

Joseph Rabinowitz 

Justin Robinson 

Joseph David Zeller 

2/17 Daniel Coleman 

Milton M. Finkelstein 

Ghers Fisher 

Joseph Greenberg 

Bertha Kruger 

Miriam Lynn 

Anne Mitlin 

Jeannette Tilchin 

Julius Weinberg 

Toba Miller Wilensky 

Josephine Woll 

2/18 Marie Amsellem 

Samuel Edelman 

Seymour Horwitz 

Joseph Kahanov 

Herman Joseph 

   Nissenbaum 

Morris Root 

Sarah Rosen 

2/19 Nathan Disenhaus 

Fran Eizenstat 

David Baer Feinsilver 

Jacob Janus 

Louis Jewler 

Lillian Rose 

Jack Vogel 

February 19-20 

2/20 George E. Bachman 

Irving Mathis 

Sadie Ostroff Primack 

Flora Sandler 

Jay Siegel  

Maurice Silverman 

Dave Slotar 

Jennie Snider 

2/21 Julius Blaser 

Sam Bojankosky 

Rose Lewis Glaser 

Sylvia Kessler 

Morris Rubin 

Martin A. Saginor 

Cecelia P. Schor 

Annie Shapiro 

Audrey Yalowitz 

2/22 Gustave Barshefsky 

Rebecca Berger 

Sarah Fanaroff 

Harry Frank 

Michael Liberson 

Adolph Novak 

Zelda Rothberg 

Samuel Rovin 

Florence Serota 

Louis Sidman 

Jack Steinberg 

Henry Yalowitz 

2/23 Benjamin Bookin 

Naomi Ruth Caplan 

Samuel L. Cohen 

William Katz 

Myer Kuritzky 

Joseph Kurtz 

Harry Moses Lazar 

Shimshon Markowitz 

Morris Michelson 

Toby Peres 

2/24 Sanford Galat 

Michael Goldberg 

Henry Charles  

    Handelsman 

Amelia G. Radler 

Susan Schreibman 

Anthony M. Schwartz 

Bessie Swerdloff 

Morris Zetlin 

2/25 Irv Borochoff 

Frank Donsky 

Harvey Fenster 

Florence Baskin Gordon 

William David Miller 

2/26 Lucille Berland 

Marilyn M. Bernstein 

Roslyn Flum 

Gail Kefer 

Abraham Massri 

Ida Millstein 

Minna Needle 

Charles Rosenberg 

February 26-27 

2/27 Morris Bookin 

Jesse Ostroff 

2/28 Lenore Anderson 

Stanley Baker 

Abraham Benson 

Abraham Irving  

    Blankstein 

Robert Elliot Davidson 

Annabelle Einhorn 

Yetta Krakow 

Maynard A. Nathanson 

Isidore Schifrin 

Max B. Sheer 
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Policy and Politics: Climate Policy and Advocacy 

Sunday, February 28 • 7:30 pm • via Zoom (see TI calendar for link) 

This panel, co-sponsored with the TI Environment Committee, explores the efforts of several TI members to 

assess and address global climate change. We'll hear from Fred Lipschultz, Senior Staff Scientist, National 

Climate Assessment Staff, U.S. Global Climate Research Program; Rabbi Devora Lynn regarding the Jewish 

Earth Alliance; and (we hope) Joelle Novey, Director, Interfaith Power & Light-DMV. The discussion will be 

moderated by Naomi Friedman, National Coordinator for Disaster Recovery and Resilience, Economic De-

velopment Administration, U.S. Department of Commerce. 

The Tanakh 

Dr. Amy-Jill Levine (Professor of Jewish Studies, Vanderbilt University) explores the content, nature, and 

meaning of the Tanakh -- starting with Bereshit and ending with Apocalyptic Literature. She discusses pas-

sages from a cross-section of the genres in the Tanakh -- including, myth, saga, law, proverb, military histo-

ry, and love poetry -- using each passage as an example of how to apply a particular method of interpre-

tation to the Bible. Levine explores how various approaches to biblical research and interpretation can en-

rich our understanding of the text; covers debates over meaning, historical and cultural situations, and the 

critical methods by which they have been interpreted; and provides thoughtful reflections and useful infor-

mation on the religious questions that arise. TI member Professor Allan Tulchin will facilitate post-lecture dis-

cussions.  

https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/great-course-the-tanach.html 

Sunday, February 7 -- 10:30 am-12:15 pm • via Zoom (see TI calendar for link) 

Lecture 5: Isaac (Genesis 21–22) -- God decides to test Abraham, so he tells Abraham to take his son, 

Isaac, and kill him, offer him up as a burnt offering. … It’s only 19 verses. This is one of the best short sto-

ries ever written. It is so packed.  

Lecture 6: The Jacob Saga (Genesis 25–36) -- Form criticism is not designed to set out what is historical. 

Form criticism, like folktales, is designed to tell a good story using certain literary conventions that people 

will recognize, such as genealogies and annunciations. Close reading of the Jacob saga tells us how that 

form is finally played out in terms of dialogue, plot description, juxtaposition, characterization, and motiva-

tion. 

Sunday, February 21 -- 10:30 am-12:15 pm • via Zoom (see TI calendar for link) 

Lecture 7: Folklore Analysis and Type Scenes (Genesis 25–36, cont.) -- As we look at the Bible, it turns 

out that those motifs common to … all folktales, actually show up in the Bible. The folktale analysis may 

be looked at as a type of form criticism. 

Lecture 8: Moses and Exodus (Exodus 1–15) -- This lecture first looks at historical notes, such as what was 

slavery like in antiquity, and who was Moses and how is his story told. It then looks at the ten plagues, 

which were used by God to encourage Pharaoh to let the slaves go free, and the motif called 

the “hardening of Pharaoh’s heart.”  

Gevarim - Andrew Reamer

https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/great-course-the-tanach.html
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Lifelong Learning: February 2021 - Rina Rebibo

2021 started off with a blast, of cold weather, and 
more importantly, meaningful programs. On Martin 
Luther King Day, a group of 20 tots and their fami-
lies met at a local park to clean up, (see photos, 
courtesy of Mikah Berg). TI Tots also had their first 
Mitzvah of the Month class. The children had a fun 
time learning about Tu B'Shvat with Morah Lee and 
were excited to plant their own seeds, courtesy of 

JNF, (see photos, courtesy of Deb Horowitz).  

Also, for Tu B’Shvat, the Himmelfarb school partici-
pated in a Seder that focused on the four seasons, 
with each class discussing one season and then shar-
ing with the rest of the school. We were thankful to 
have some parents join us as they looked at the en-
tire year and related it back to the growth we are 

seeing in our children over this past year.  

The first Parent Shmooze 2.0 was full of fun – learn-
ing about the importance of incorporating play in 
self-care. For February, the topic of Parent 
Shmooze 2.0 will be: Thinking about Summer Camp, 
with Rabbi Jill Levy of Camp Ramah. Please join us 
for this discussion on Wednesday February 17th at 
9:00 PM.  For more information go to: https://

tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/parent-shmooze.html 

FEBRUARY HIGHLIGHTS 

PURIM – Families are invited to join us for a Parking 
Lot Party on February 21st at 10:00 AM! Himmel-

farb Classes are cancelled for this morning, so 
that everyone can be together, socially distanced 
by our cars, at a local parking lot to dance and 
celebrate Purim together. Boo Haman, Eat 
Hamantaschen, sur-prise entertainment, costume 
contests and dual masks duels (aka contest) 
and MORE! To register your family: https://
tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/purim-
carnival4.html 
Other/Just as Important February LLL Dates: 

February 1: High School Seminar & Zoom in On 

   Emunah 

February 6: Tot Havdalah with Will Rivlin 

February 8: 4/5th Grade Game Time with Yael 

February 11: TI Teen Nosh & Drash with Rabbi 

  Werbow 

February 14: NO HIMMELFARB CLASSES 

February 15: Tots President’s Day Park Meet-Up 

February 17: Parent Shmooze 2.0 with Rabbi 

  Jill Levy 

February 20: 3-5th Grade FAMILY Havdalah 

with 

  Camp Ramah 

February 21: Tot Mitzvah of the Month Class 

February 21: Family Purim Parking Lot Party 

February 22: High School Seminar 

February 25: Tot Purim Puppet Show 

https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/parent-shmooze.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/parent-shmooze.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/purim-carnival4.html
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TI Youth Happenings - Yael Horowitz

A Note from Yael, Youth Advisor: 

Happy New Year! I hope that 2021 has brought fresh energy and new opportunities for joy and rest into your 
lives. We started off this year with a new monthly program: 4th and 5th grade game hour! It was a great 

opportunity to connect and be silly together over Zoom. 

Another exciting addition to our 
programming this year is a skill 
building seminar for the madrichot 
of the Himmelfarb school. We will 
be learning together about what it 
means to be young Jewish 
educators. If your teen is interested 
in becoming a madrich/a/ol please 
reach out to rina@tifereth-

israel.org  

As we move forward into a new, 
fresh year we want to make sure 
that the programs we are running 
best fit the needs and wants of your 
kids – help us adjust by getting your 
youth to fill out this feedback 

survey.   

For February: 

We have so many great events planned for this February, some new ones and some fan favorites reimagined! 

February 7 at 4 pm, for 6-8 grade : Among Us Tournament! Play Among Us, rack up points with a tournament 

system, see who is the best impostor or the best at their tasks! Register here! 

February 8 at 4 pm, for 4 and 5 grade: ROUND TWO of 4th and 5th grade game power hour! We had so 

much fun last time and couldn’t wait to do it again! Register here or use the same link from last month!  

February 13 at 7:30 pm, for High schoolers: Black History Month discussion. We will watch a short 
documentary about the 1968 protests in DC and discuss how they shaped the city and what it means to be 

living in DC in our current moment as anti-racist Jews. Register here. 

As always if you have any questions or concerns please contact me, yael@tifereth-israel.org 

mailto:rina@tifereth-israel.org
mailto:rina@tifereth-israel.org
https://forms.gle/CBmChVCWUYNGUD377
https://forms.gle/CBmChVCWUYNGUD377
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/kadima-program4.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/4th--5th-grade-game-time.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/usy-program6.html
mailto:yael@tifereth-israel.org
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- 

Kol Nashim Book Group - Jessica Weissman 

The KN book group met on January 19th to discuss 
Family Papers; a Sephardic Journey Through the 

20th Century, by Sarah Abrevaya Stein.   

This book, by a historian whose previous book was 
about Jewish ostrich farmers in South Africa, as-
sembles many documents and papers and other 
material related to a Sephardic family and pro-
vides brief accounts of the lives of many family 
members based on those papers.  Some of us took 
the book at face value, while others were unhappy 
that there was no overarching narrative and no 

conclusions explicitly drawn. 

On Tuesday February 16th at 7:30 we will discuss 
Bruce Berger’s novel Flight of the Veil.  Bruce will 

be in attendance to answer our questions. 

The book is not in local libraries.  It is available at 
low cost in electronic form and can be ordered 

from the usual local and online bookstores.  

The book group is open to everyone who enjoys 
reading and talking about books.  There’s no ab-
solute requirement to have finished the book or 
even started it.  However, we make no commitment 

to avoid spoilers. 

We meet at 7:30 over Zoom.  If you are not on 
the evite list, please contact Janice Mehler 
(contact information in the TI directory) to be add-
ed.  RSVPs are not absolutely necessary until we 
go back to meeting at members’ houses, but being 
on the list gets you timely reminders and an email 

with the Zoom link. 

Funeral Practices Committee 
Always On-Call 

Chaverim of the Funeral Practices Committee 
are on call to provide counsel and services to 
synagogue members and their dependents.  

In the event of a death, before contacting the 
funeral home please contact one of the following 
chaverim or the TI  office (202-882-1605).  

Shelly Heller h: 301-942-1836 
  w: 202-994-5906 
  c:  301-996-2704 

Marcia Goggin w: 301-754-1963 
  c:  301.792.1063  

Bruce Heppen h: 301-299-3255 
  c: 202-997-1890 
  w: 703-417-8983 

  Naomi Revzin  h: 301-765 6272 
  c:  301-435.6272 

Game Night 2020 

tel:301-299-3255
tel:202-997-1890
tel:703-417-8983
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Donations 

ANNUAL APPEAL 

David & Elana Cohen 

Sheridan & Dana Neimark 

GENERAL DONATION  

Erwin Bondareff 

Larry Paul & Joye Newman 

Barry Nussbaum  

Miriam Quintal & Sylvie Shaffer 

Henry Rubin  

Howard & Barbara White 

Peter Winch & Denice Zeck 

In Honor Of 

William & Miriam Galston       Avital Dalia Galston 

Alexandra Kincannon      Stephanie Rubin 
   & Paul Moorehead  

David & Janice Mehler   Willow Paul 

Sheridan & Dana Neimark   Hillel Tulchin 

Maggie Ress             Hillel Tulchin 

  In Memory Of 

Laurinda & Bruce Berger Bernie Shleien 

Wylie & Kim Levone   Bernie Shleien 

Sheridan & Dana Neimark Anne (Neimark) Stein 

Andrew Reamer   Bernie Shleien 

Nancy Roth   Bernie Shleien 

Susan Catler & Keith Secular Bernie Shleien 

Lauren & Daniel Shapiro Rozalia Shapiro 

Adele & Michael Sumner Bernie Shleien 

Howard & Barbara White   Bernie Shleien 

Refuah Shlemah For 

Sheridan & Dana Neimark Paula Martin 

Sheridan & Dana Neimark Allison Turner 

Sheridan & Dana Neimark Varda Fink 

MARVIN CAPLAN SOCIAL ACTION FUND 

David & Elana Cohen  

Raymond & Rebecca Coleman 

Lynn Golub-Rofrano & Joseph Rofrano 

  In Honor Of 

Ann Daskal               Hillel Tuchin 

  In Memory Of 

David & Stephanie Rubin         Bernie Shleien 

Laura Schiavo Bernie Shleien 

MOLLIE BERCH LIBRARY FUND 

  In Memory Of 

Louise Kelley & Jessica      Bernie Shleien 
  Weissman  

Michael & Lisa Kraft Bernie Shleien 

Diane Roodman   Bernie Shleien 

Nancy Roth   Barbara Mazer 

NEW INITIATIVES FUND  

Ira Forman & Caryn Pass 

Larry Paul & Joye Newman 

RABBI'S DISCRETIONARY FUND 

Geoffrey Berman 

David & Elana Cohen 

In Honor Of 

Dana & David Rabbi Ethan Seidel 

 Mermelstein 
In Memory Of 

Dana Beyer  Bernie Shleien 

Ira Forman & Caryn Pass Stacy Pass 

Ira Forman & Caryn Pass Ralph Forman 

Ira Forman & Caryn Pass Sylvia Forman 

Cynthia & Alan Weitz  Bernie Shleien 

THE ACCESSIBILITY FUND 

In Memory Of 

Mark & Mona Berch Bernie Shleien 

TORAH REPAIR FUND 

Simcha Kuritzky   

In Memory Of 

Stephen & Shelly Heller   William Silverman 

YAHRZEIT DONATIONS 

In Memory Of 

Rabbi A. Nathan & Barbara    Esther Hillson 
   Abramowitz 

Rabbi A. Nathan & Barbara    Avraham Nachman 
  Abramowitz    Abramowitz 

Natalie Arosemena  Samuel Gorewitz 

(Continued on page 23) 
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In Memory Of 

Natalie Arosemena   Rebecca Gorewitz 

Florence Berlin  Abraham Berlin 

David & Judith Cohen Naomi Decter 

David & Judith Cohen Pinya Cohen 

Ernie Englander   Eugene Englander 

Roberta Feigenbaum Morris Max Jewler 

Naomi Friedman  Isaac Friedman  

Robert & Phyllis Tillie Mogul 
   Greenberger  

Larry Greenfield & Melanie     Miriam Gross 
   Gross Greenfield 

Robert & Ann Herman  Morton Gerber 

Robert & Ann Herman  Dora Gerber 

Morris Klein & Naomi        Tirza Freeman 
   Freeman 

Myrna Goldman     Eleonore Turpin 

Joseph & Paula Martin          Terri Kahan 

Elaine Miller     Lawrence Mason Miller 

Sheridan & Dana Neimark     Frieda Perlzweig 

Sheridan & Dana Neimark     Joseph Perlzweig 

Morton & Adele Samler          Henry Goldstein 

Lawrence & Pearl Schainker Bertha Leah Charnow 

Lawrence & Pearl Schainker Arnold Schainker 

Lawrence & Pearl Schainker Molly Schainker 

Robert & Marlene Shaffer      Eva T. Mendelson 

Robert & Marlene Shaffer      Harry Mendelson 

Yvonne Shashoua &   Alfred Salim Shashoua 

   Yochanan Sullivan  

Noam & Deborah Shelef        Helen Quint 

Edwin Stromberg & Rose Esther Stromberg 
   Ellen Halper 

Michael & Marion Usher Ruth Polacheck Usher 

Michael & Ruth Unterweger Milton Rodberg 

Michael & Ruth Unterweger Michael Unterweger, Sr. 

Louis S. Wall   David & Rosa Wall 

Sylvia Horwitz & Dov Esther Horwitz 
    Dov Weitman  

Donations continued 

https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/great-course-the-tanach.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/game_night
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Moses Crowns - Simcha Kuritzky

Last time, I described the notes and coins of the Litz-

mannstadt Getto in Lodz.  This time, I describe the 

only scrip issued by the Nazis that use the Hebrew 

alphabet, the Theresienstadt kronen, also known as 

the Moses Crowns.  The circumstances of the crea-

tion of both the ghettos and money in Lodz and Te-

rezin were very different.  Litzmannstadt Getto was 

created soon after Germany annexed chunks of 

Poland and was part of the ghetto phase of the 

Holocaust.  Theresienstadt was organized as a 

ghetto 1½ years later as a way station for Jews of 

western Europe before deportation to the death 

camps in Poland.  The notes used in Lodz were 

printed up as the ghetto was being built because it 

was an industrial ghetto with factories, and the 

workers had to be paid.  Originally there was no 

money for Terezin, just rations.  The notes were pro-

duced as part of a propaganda campaign and 

never really circulated. 

First, some background on Terezin.  This fortress was 

built by Joseph II Hapsburg of the Austrian Empire 

and named for his mother and noted anti-Semite, 

Maria Theresa.  During the period of its construction 

(1780-90), Emperor Joseph emancipated Austria’s 

Jews.  It was a military fortress in what is now the 

Czech Republic, designed to hold between five and 

ten thousand soldiers.  In late 1941, Reinhard Hey-

drich expelled the 7,000 gentile residents and 

turned the fortress into a Jewish ghetto, which 

housed between thirty and ninety thousand Jews.  It 

was also advertised as a retirement home for privi-

leged Jews, such as decorated World War One 

veterans, though conditions were harsh. 

The impetus for the issuing of notes was the elimina-

tion of Denmark’s Jews in late 1943.  Most  (nearly 

8,000) were smuggled by sympathetic Christians to 

Sweden, but about 450 ended up in Terezin.  The 

Danes, technically an ally of the Nazis with an intact 

government kept in place after the German con-

quest in 1940, insisted on communicating with coun-

trymen in Terezin and eventually insisted the Inter-

national Red Cross visit to assure their good treat-

ment.  It is for this Red Cross visit that the ghetto 

crown notes were produced.  The Nazis also de-

ported many Jews to relieve overcrowding, paint-

ed buildings, and planted parks.  They filmed the 

Red Cross visit, which was so successful (from the 

Nazi viewpoint) that the film was shown in theaters 

throughout the Third Reich to ease qualms any 

“Aryans” may have had about the treatment of 

Jews, especially Jewish relatives and friends who 

had been shipped east. 

The currency notes were originally designed by in-

mate Peter Kien, but Jindra Schmidt reworked them 

to Adolph Eichmann’s specifications that Moses’ por-

trait have curly hair and hooked nose, and unnatu-

rally elongated fingers to make him appear less 

human.  Moses is shown holding the two tablets, en-

graved with the abbreviated Hebrew command-

ments often found in Jewish artwork.  A joke circu-

lated among the inmates that the Nazis had or-

dered the sixth commandment at the top of the sec-

ond tablet, לא תרצח (no murdering) be left out of 

the design.  This led to the untrue rumor that Eich-

mann had ordered tablets moved or that Moses’ 

hand should obscure the commandment, assuming it 

to be the fifth commandment which is the Roman 

Catholic reckoning. 

(Continued on page 25) 
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Moses Crowns - continued

The German inscription is basically identical to that 

of the Lodz notes, with “Receipt for” at top and on 

back, and a warning against counterfeiting at bot-

tom.  Since these notes were produced in the Protec-

torate of Bohemia and Moravia, they were denomi-

nated in kronen or crowns.  The official exchange 

rate was 10 crowns to 1 reichsmark.  Notes were 

produced in green 1, red 2, brown 5, blue 10, green 

20, light blue 50, and lavendar 100 crown denomi-

nations, and the notes got larger as the denomina-

tion went up. 

The notes were backdated to January 1, 1943 

though they weren’t distributed until the June, 1944 

International Red Cross visit.  They bear the facsimile 

signature of Jakob Edelstein, Elder of the Jews, on 

the back.  He arrived with the entire Judenrat, or 

Jewish Council, on the second transport to Terezin in 

December, 1941.  By the time of the Red Cross visit, 

Edelstein was already dead, deported to Auschwitz 

for forging documents to try to save inmates’ lives. 

Of the 140,000 Jews interred in Terezin, 33,000 

died there, 88,000 were deported to be murdered, 

leaving 19,000 who survived in place and were lib-

erated by the Soviets on May 8, 1945. 

Millions of the low denomination notes were printed, 

and they are readily available for purchase.  How-

ever, the original plates, inks, and paper disap-

peared at the end of the War, so it is likely the 

notes continued to be produced for collectors after 

the War. 

Baking Class September 2019 
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TI Launches Congregational Mishloach Manot 

Wilhelmina Gottschalk, VP of Lifelong Learning 

In an ordinary year, we would celebrate Purim to-
gether in the synagogue. Many congregants would 
arrive at services or the Purim carnival with their 
arms full of small gift bags. Those bags, called 
“mishloach manot” in Hebrew or “shalach manos” in 

Yiddish, are a particular mitzvah of Purim.  

As part of the festivities of the holiday, each person 
should give out at least two food items to at least 
two people. Sometimes, this means a hamantasch 
and a Clementine, and sometimes the giver gets cre-
ative with an elaborate bag of goodies, or a theme. 
For example, I once received a bag of “super 
foods” – snacks high in antioxidants – to wish me a 

“super happy Purim!” 

This year on Purim (Friday 2/26), few of us will see 
each other in person. Since there will be limited op-
portunities to give bags to friends and neighbors, TI 
has put together a mishloach manot campaign to 
make sure that everyone in the congregation who 

wants a bag will be able to receive one. 

You’ll receive an email shortly about the congrega-
tional mishloach manot, as well as all Purim pro-

gramming taking place on TI Zoom. Everyone will 
receive a bag; you don’t even have to do anything! 
We will have collective pickup locations by neigh-
borhood, and anyone who doesn’t come to pick up 

their bag will have it delivered by a member. 

An exciting option of this campaign is that everyone 
has the option of sponsoring mishloach manot for the 
entire synagogue. Each bag will include a letter let-
ting the recipient know who has contributed to the 
bag. You can pay $4 to sponsor a bag for a friend, 
or a larger fee ($180) to send to the whole congre-
gation. There is also an option called “reciprocity,” 
which allows you to sponsor a bag for anyone who 
sends one to you, even if you don’t know who they 

are ahead of time. 

We look forward to a Purim in the future when we 
can all be together again, laughing together and 
eating cookies together. For this year, we look for-
ward to seeing each other on Zoom and to celebrat-
ing a meaningful holiday with cheer from afar and a 
lovingly assembled gift from the mishloach manot 

team. 

https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/full-moon-hike4.html
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B’nai Mitzvah 

Hi, my name is Adam Kofner. I am a 7th grader at 

TPMS. For my bar mitzvah project I tutored kids. I am 

interested in D&D, Religious Mythos, Mythology in 

general, and Sci-Fi books. My favorite sport is ulti-

mate frisbee, and I like to play on my trampoline. I 

also enjoy taking bike rides and going on hikes.  

I also take aikido classes at the akidoko shobukan do-

jo in Takoma D.C. I can't wait to be able to become a 

Bar Mitzvah and am super excited about it happening 

soon.  

My name is Eva Doherty and I am a 7th grader at 

Silver Creek Middle School. I live in Chevy Chase, MD 

with my parents, brother, and two cats. I enjoy playing 

softball, fencing, paddleboarding, baking, drawing, 

and talking to friends. 

My bat mitzvah is on February 13. For my mitzvah 

project, I volunteered with the Partnership for Animal 

Welfare (PAW). I fostered nine homeless cats 

throughout 2020, providing them with care and love to 

prepare them for adoption into their forever homes. 

I’d like to thank my bat mitzvah tutor, Marilyn Fine, and 

my d’var torah tutor, Steve Berer, for helping me prepare for this milestone. 

Editor’s note: Eva's bat mitzvah service will be a private virtual event for family and friends. 

Want to leyn?  Do we have a mentor for you! 

TI's Ritual Committee has organized a group of people willing to mentor newer Torah readers or any reader 

who would benefit from someone listening to their reading, giving them advice, and helping them prepare. 

We have a small group of mentors ready and eager! We'd like to encourage people who are new readers 

or have read short portions in the past to contact Rabbi Werbow to get an assignment for one of our zoom 

service weeks, when you'd be reading from the Chumash. The Rabbi would give you a reading of whatever 

length you're comfortable with. This could be part of a reading someone else is doing most of, or a separate 

reading. Once you have your assignment, please contact Myrna Goldman (myrnagold@hotmail.com), and 

she will match you up with one of our volunteer mentors. Also contact Simcha Kuritzky 

(simcha.kuritzky@cgifederal.com) to get on his email list so you can see which weeks are zoom service weeks 

(no Bar or Bat Mitzvahs). You can volunteer for any week when there is a zoom service, and the Rabbi will 

find you a short portion to prepare. We'd love to expand our group of Torah readers!  

mailto:myrnagold@hotmail.com?subject=I%20want%20to%20leyn!
mailto:simcha.Kuritzky@cgifederal.com?subject=Please%20add%20me%20to%20the%20leyners'%20email
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From the TI Kitchen - Francie Kranzberg and Roz Kram

These are the recipes for your enjoyment for this 

month.  If you have favorites that you would like us 

to share please send Roz a note 

at rozsplace@yahoo.com or Francie at 

fkranzberg@gmail.com 

Sending hugs from our kitchens. 

- Roz and Francie

Curried tuna salad 

Make a day ahead to allow the flavors to blend. 

Ingredients: 

3 5 oz cans tuna in water, drained and flaked 

1 cup drained pineapple tidbits 

1/2 cup toasted slivered almonds 

1/2 cup drained diced or sliced water chestnuts 

1 1/2 cups sliced seedless grapes 

diced celery (optional) 

1 cup mayo 

1 tsp salt 

1 tsp dry mustard 

1 tsp curry powder 

Directions: 

Mix spices with mayo and then mix everything 

together 

Enjoy! 

Bulgur Meatloaf 

Ingredients: 

1 1/4 cups bulgur wheat 

2 1/2 cups water 

2 cloves garlic chopped 

2 Tbsp olive oil 

1/2 cup chopped scallions 

1/2 cup grated carrots 

1/4 cup chopped parsley 

1/4 cup tahini 

3/8 cup tomato paste 

1 Tbsp Dijon mustard 

Dash of black pepper 

Directions: 

1. Preheat oven to 375

2. Boil the water

3. In a large saucepan sauté garlic and bulgur

wheat in olive oil for 2 minutes

4. Add boiling water to the saucepot. Return to a

boil, cover, and lower heat to simmer until

water has been absorbed.  The bulgur should

be soft and chewy

5. Add all the ingredients together and stir

6. Spread evenly in a lightly oiled  9 x 13 baking

pan

7. Bake uncovered  for 20 to 25 minutes

Chocolate Chip Cookie Bars 

Ingredients: 

2 1/4 cups flour 

1 tsp baking soda 

1/2 tsp salt 

2 sticks butter 

3/4 cup white sugar 

3/4 cups brown sugar  

2 eggs 

1 tsp vanilla 

12 oz. chocolate chips 

Directions: 

1. Preheat the oven to 375

2. Mix dry ingredients together and set aside

3. Cream butter and sugars together.

4. Stir in eggs and vanilla

5. Add dry ingredients

6. Stir in chocolate chips

7. Spread evenly in a 13 X 9 baking pan and

bake for about 22 minutes.

8. Let cool, and cut into bars.

mailto:rozsplace@yahoo.com
mailto:fkranzberg@gmail.com
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https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/shabbat-morning-service-zoom1.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/zoom-dalah-hava-dalah-zoom3.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/shabbat-morning-boost.html



