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From the President: Sara Goldberg 

One of my favorite things about working in non-

profit development has always been watching indi-

viduals make a difference through giving. Whether 

it is one person making a significant donation or see-

ing the way small gifts from hundreds of people add 

up to big impact, I’ve always found it beautiful to 

witness philanthropy translating values into action. 

That same magic is happening at TI. These past few 

months, I’ve learned exactly how much is made pos-

sible through your generosity, and how much more potential there is if we 

can identify the right donors to support the right projects. Charitable giving 

(Continued on page 2) 

From the Rabbi: Michael Werbow 

I know that things are not the same now as they were before the pandemic 

and before I arrived here at Tifereth Israel. It is a delicate line to walk to re-

tain things and do them “the way we’ve always done them” and to introduce 

ways of doing something that feel authentic to me as a rabbi and that bring 

new ways of doing something that can enhance experiences at TI. I am par-

ticularly aware of this dynamic as we return to more and more in-person ser-

vices and activities. Some things have been tweaked during the pandemic. 

This could be because we couldn’t do things the same 

way as before, because it worked better that way 

online or because a new rabbi happened to arrive in the 

midst of the pandemic and he had no idea how things 

were done before so he just started doing what he 

knew to do. 

It may not surprise you to know that TI members have 

not been shy in letting me know when my approach has 

been different from “before.” I appreciate that and take 

each item of feedback under consideration and it informs how I continue to 

massage things moving forward. Not only is information shared of how 

something was done “before” but people also let me know if they appreciate 

(Continued on page 3) 
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From the President - continued 
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I’ve also seen the way people have covered costs 

by providing items for events and volunteering 

in place of paid labor. Amazing!  

And I am so very grateful to the congregants 

who have been able to make larger gifts to sup-

port ongoing streaming of services, to under-

write weekly Tot Shabbat, to invest in new pro-

grams, to help us beautify our space, and to sup-

port the much-needed HVAC project.  

Each generous action is a tangible reflection of 

your love for this community. 

As we come to the end of the year, whether you 

made a memorial or tribute gift, donated appre-

ciated stock to an area of our congregational life, 

contributed from your IRA, or just bought some 

donuts to support the Himmelfarb School fund-

raiser, I want to thank you for bringing magic to 

TI through giving.  

B’shalom, 

Sara Goldberg 

is a transformative force, and through our personal support we each have the potential to create the 

future we want to see for TI.  Many of you provided support to the Annual Appeal this fall to help us 

meet our budget and pay for all the obvious and unobvious things that make our synagogue function. 

Thank you!  

mailto:mwerbow@tifereth-israel.org
mailto:anabramowitz@verizon.net
mailto:anabramowitz@verizon.net
mailto:eseidel@tifereth-israel.org
mailto:tipresident@Tifereth-israel.org
mailto:tiexec@tifereth-israel.org
mailto:sheri@tifereth-israel.org
mailto:RabbiKelley@tifereth-israel.org
mailto:delanie@tifereth-israel.org
mailto:menorah@tifereth-israel.org
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From the Rabbi - continued 
the small tweaks I have made and the innovations I have brought to TI. It is great to get this feed-

back and I am always open to hearing it. 

One area that I have been doing slightly differently than in the past is the reading of Yahrzeits 

(Yahrzeitn) in the congregation. I want to describe how I do this and why. Throughout the ser-

vice, I scan the list of the week’s Yahrzeits and, to the best of my ability, make note of who is 

there at the service either in the room or on Zoom. I do this so that when we get to Kaddish 

Tatom (mourner’s kaddish) and I read the list, I can mention the relationship of the Yahrzeit to a 

member who is present. Yes, the way the list is printed now this relationship is already on the 

handout or on the website but mentioning a person in attendance, and the relationship, makes a 

nice connection between people in the service. This is not a perfect system. I am still learning 

people’s names and even when I know more and more of the congregation it is possible that I 

may miss someone. If I do, I apologize. If you ever feel like I may not have noticed your presence 

at a service, please don’t hesitate to let me know or the gabbai or greeter know that you are 

there and have a Yahrzeit. It is also not always possible to notice people who are on Zoom but I 

continue to monitor this as well. If you are attending on Zoom and have a Yahrzeit, please be sure 

that it is your name on the screen.  

I hope that making this personal connection helps make people feel more a part of the TI family 

and also helps others in the congregation know to reach out and engage with someone who is 

there for a Yahrzeit. It is through steps like this that we all can work together to increase the 

closeness of our TI family. Thanks for helping me make TI a warmer and more welcoming place 

for all. 
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New Member Spotlight-  Jared Garelick 

TI Tot Family Hike 

Daniel Fody, after growing up in Fort Collins, Colorado, came to 
Washington to attend George Washington University and never left 
the area. In his twenty years here he has built a career, gotten mar-
ried to Kristin, who grew up in the beautiful Finger Lakes region of 
western New York, and had two daughters. An international affairs 
student in college, Daniel now works for the State Department. He 
is in the civil service, not foreign service, working in the Bureau of 
Counterterrorism. Stationed locally in Foggy Bottom, Dan does oc-
casional short-term deployments around the world.  

Daniel and Kristin’s two daughters are Evelyn, age 6 and a half, and 
Isabel, three and a half. A major reason for joining a synagogue was 
to help the girls gain more knowledge and feeling for Jewish culture. 
Daniel found TI the modern way, checking Google to find Conserva-
tive synagogues in the District. He spoke to a few people at TI, at-
tended High Holiday services, and felt comfortable. He reports that 
Evelyn is already enjoying Hebrew School, and they’re looking for-
ward to TI’s Chanukah Extravaganza on December 5.  

Daniel enjoys tennis and doing handyman work around the family home in Michigan Park, near Brook-
land in Northeast DC. He is also an avid guitarist, recently forming a new band, a rock trio that tries to 
play around town about once a month.  

Welcome to the Fody family. 

Fody Family Photo 
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Social Action Programs - Bob Feron 

Our commitment to tikkun olam – healing and repairing the world – is a natural outgrowth of TI’s pro-
gressive concern for both the local community and the world around us—a concern that is needed now 
more than ever. Our congregation has several opportunities to act on these Jewish values. 

Upcoming Social Action Dates 

Sunday, Dec. 5 – Shepherd’s Table: TI volunteers serving food – First Sunday of each month. 

Shabbat, Jan. 15 –Martin Luther King  Jr. Shabbaton: Environmental Action and Racial Justice  

MLK Day and Tu B’Shvat 2022!   

Given the unusual alignment of these two holidays, which will both fall on January 17, 2022, the Social 
Action Committee and the Green Committee are jointly planning a weekend of events to reflect on 
themes common to both holidays.  On Shabbat, January 15, we will examine ways in which we can en-
gage in both environmental actions and social justice by taking into account the ways in which climate 
change and environmental damage have an undue impact on people and populations that are disad-
vantaged, marginalized and often overlooked. Climate change, unchecked, has a strong racial justice 
impact. On Monday, January 17, the TI Green Committee and Rabbi Kelley Gludt will engage TI kids in 
learning about and having fun with trees, fruit, and other plants that grow in the earth.  Let us know if 
you would like to get involved in the planning. We’ll provide more information closer to the date. Key 
contacts include Franca Brilliant, Carla Ellern, Rabbi Kelley Gludt, Bob Feron and Gene Herman. 

December Gifts for Residents of Homeless Shelters 

We are still unable to serve meals to the residents of homeless shelters, as in previous years. In lieu of 
this, in mid-December we will purchase suitable gifts for the residents of homeless shelters that will be 
delivered to them on Christmas Day. These gift bags will include practical items such as fruit, healthy 
snacks, personal items (soap, toothbrushes, toothpaste) socks, hats and gloves. The funds for these 
purchases will be collected through earmarked tax-deductible donations from TI members to the 
Marvin Caplan Fund. Click here to donate to this project. Marvin Caplan was a noteworthy TI member 
who played a pivotal role in the civil rights movement, both nationally and locally, defying bigotry and 
advocating for genuine racial justice from the 1950s through the 1990s. 

Working with Afghan Evacuees  

We still need to decide over the next few weeks what type of support we, as members of Tifereth Isra-
el, would like to offer to a family that recently arrived from Afghanistan. The financial support available 
for these Afghan evacuees recently improved when Congress and the President approved legislation 
to authorize their eligibility to receive the same federal and state benefits that refugees and asylees 
routinely receive (i.e. Medicaid, SNAP, housing, etc.).  

Tens of thousands of Afghans are housed at eight U.S. military bases, with thousands more still at bases 
in Europe. They are released from these bases only after completing all vaccinations and health exami-
nations, not just COVID-19 vaccines, but the full range of all routine childhood vaccinations and adult 

(Continued on page 7) 

 If I am not for myself, then who will be for me? 
And if I am only for myself, what am I? 

And if not now, when? 
– Rabbi Hillel 

mailto:fsbrilliant@gmail.com
mailto:carlaellern@gmail.com
mailto:RabbiKelley@tifereth-israel.org
mailto:TISocialAction@tifereth-israel.org
mailto:gene511@aol.com
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/form/shelter-donations-2021
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Social Action Programs - continued 

Art Class 2018 
Art class taught in idyllic Brookside Gardens by Bernie Shleien (z’’l), who also took the photo., 

health care procedures. Over 1,600 will settle in Maryland, according to Mr. Myat Lin, Director of the 
Maryland State Office of Refugees and Asylees. 

If we at TI wish to mentor a family of Afghan evacuees who have resettled nearby we will soon need to 
identify at least a few TI volunteers who can work with them periodically. Some of these volunteers could 
do so roughly once a week over the next six months, performing a variety of tasks. These could include as-
sisting them in learning where to purchase food or household supplies, serving as a job search mentor for 
the family’s main wage earner(s) or serving as a volunteer tutor for their school-age children. Some of 
these tasks can be done remotely, but others will involve in-person visits. You can select whatever is most 
comfortable for you. 

If you want to lend a hand in one of these ways, please email either Bob Feron or Gene Herman (or both) 
to express your desire to help. Whether or not we decide to sponsor an Afghan family will depend primari-
ly on how many TI members express a genuine interest in being volunteers, either occasionally or more 
frequently. The financial burden on TI should be minimal, given that they are now eligible to receive both 
federal and state benefits.  

mailto:TISocialAction@tifereth-israel.org?subject=Afghan%20Refugees
mailto:gene511@aol.com?subject=Afghan%20Refugees
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http://bit.ly/tichanukah21
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Around TI 

Fall park cleanup.  Photo by Julie Steinberg 

Photo by Charlotte Goldberg 

Photo by Julie Steinberg 

Christmas dinner prep 2017.  Photo by Jeff 

Peterman 

Game night 2020. Photo by Sharon Brown 
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Gevarim: Jewish History Online - Andrew Reamer 

This fall via Zoom we will watch and discuss six 
recorded programs from the Yiddish Book Center 
and the Center for Jewish History on a variety of 
Jewish history topics. Each session includes ap-
proximately one hour of video and 45 minutes of 
discussion led by Allan Tulchin. In December, we 
will watch two book author interviews hosted by 
the Center for Jewish History. 

Sunday, December 5 -- 10:30 am-12:15 pm • 
via Zoom (see TI calendar for link) 

Family Affairs: East West Street and the Rat-
line by Philippe Sands, in conversation with Nata-
lia Aleksiun (recorded June 22, 2021) -- Philippe 
Sands, distinguished international lawyer and 
professor of law and author of East West Street: 
On the Origins of Genocide and Crimes against Hu-
manity and The Ratline: Love, Lies and Justice on the 
Trail of a Nazi Fugitive, will discuss the family links 
that launched his quests in both books, and how 
personal, professional, and family interests inter-
sected in his research and writing. Weaving to-
gether family, legal, social, and political history, 
Sands offers two complementary yet diverging 
perspectives, of Jewish intellectual crossroads in 
Lwow and the Nazi officeholders who came to de-
stroy Jewish Lwow. The underlying motive of the 
legal conceptualization of genocide and crimes 
against humanity follow the discussion of the le-
gal traditions forged in Lwow. The more surpris-
ing search for the fate of the Nazi governor of 
Lwow, his family, and the changing realities of the 
postwar years offers an unusual angle for a famili-
al quest. 

Philippe Sands is a British and French lawyer at 
Matrix Chambers, and Professor of Laws and Di-
rector of the Centre on International Courts and 
Tribunals at University College London. A special-
ist in international law, he appears as counsel and 
advocate before many international courts and 
tribunals, including the International Court of 
Justice, the International Tribunal for the Law of 
the Sea, the European Court of Justice, the Euro-

pean Court of Human Rights and the Internation-
al Criminal Court. He is the author of seventeen 
books on international law, including Lawless 
World (2005) and Torture Team (2008). His 
book East West Street: On the Origins of Genocide 
and Crimes against Humanity (2016) has been 
awarded numerous prizes, including the 2016 
Baillie Gifford Prize for Non-Fiction. His latest 
book is The Ratline: Love, Lies and Justice on the 
Trail of a Nazi Fugitive (2020). 

Natalia Aleksiun is Associate Professor of Mod-
ern Jewish History at Touro College, Graduate 
School of Jewish Studies, New York. She studied 
Polish and Jewish history at the Warsaw Univer-
sity, the Graduate School of Social Studies in 
Warsaw and Hebrew University in Jerusalem and 
New York University.  

Sunday, December 19 -- 10:30 am-12:15 pm • 
via Zoom (see TI calendar for link) 

The Last Million: Europe's Displaced Persons 
from World War to Cold War by David Nasaw, in 
conversation with Atina Grossmann. The Last Mil-
lion tells the gripping but until now hidden story 
of postwar displacement and statelessness and of 
the Last Million, as they crossed from a broken 
past into an unknowable future, carrying with 
them their wounds, their fears, their hope, and 
their secrets. Nasaw illuminates their incredible 
history and shows us how it is our history as 
well. In May 1945, after German forces surren-
dered to the Allied powers, millions of concentra-
tion camp survivors, POWs, slave laborers, politi-
cal prisoners, and Nazi collaborators were left be-
hind in Germany, a nation in ruins. British and 
American soldiers attempted to repatriate the 
refugees, but more than a million displaced per-
sons remained in Germany: Jews, Poles, Estoni-
ans, Latvians, Lithuanians, Ukrainians, and other 
Eastern Europeans who refused to go home or 
had no homes to return to. Most would eventually 
be resettled in lands suffering from postwar labor 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Kol Nashim’s November 7th program, “The Impact of COVID on 
Children and Their Families” (via Zoom), went well.  30 people par-
ticipated and the discussion of the impact on families and students 
was wide-ranging and insightful.  

The program for December will be Melissa Werbow: “Meet, Greet 
and Learn.” Participants will get to hear from Rebbetzin Melisssa 
Werbow, a passionately committed Jewish educator who wants 
everyone to learn about the vitality of Jewish traditions.  This event will take place on December 12 at 
4:00.  The Zoom link for this event will go out shortly.  It is best to register in advance.   

Due to the pandemic, Game Night with KN and Gevarim has been pushed forward to spring, date TBA. 

Questions/suggestions for programs? Contact KN‘s president Margie Odle at TIKolNashim@tifereth-
israel.org. Kol Nashim, the Voice of Women at TI, would love to know what members and the congre-
gation want to have happen with programming next.  We want our programs to be scintillating and 
safe.  Let us know what you think. 

May the Season of Miracles be with you and yours this month.   

Kol Nashim - Louise Kelley 

Gevarim - continued 

shortages, but no nation, including the US, was willing to accept more than a handful of the 200,000 
to 250,000 Jewish men, women, and children who remained trapped in Germany. When in June, 
1948, the United States Congress passed legislation permitting the immigration of displaced per-
sons, visas were granted to sizable numbers of war criminals and Nazi collaborators, but denied to 
90% of the Jewish displaced persons.  

David Nasaw is the author of The Patriarch, selected by the New York Times as one of the 10 Best 
Books of the Year and a 2013 Pulitzer Prize Finalist in Biography and Andrew Carnegie, a New York 
Times Notable Book of the Year, and the recipient of the New-York Historical Society’s American 
History Book Prize. He is a past president of the Society of American Historians, and until 2019 he 
served as the Arthur M. Schlesinger, Jr. Professor of History at the CUNY Graduate Center. 

Atina Grossmann is Professor of History in the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences at the 
Cooper Union in New York City. Her book Jews, Germans, and Allies: Close Encounters in Occupied Ger-
many was awarded the George L. Mosse Prize of the American Historical Association. She is collabo-
rating on a brief summary volume on Women and the Holocaust: Rewriting Gender in History and 
Memory. Her research now focuses on “Remapping Survival: Jewish Refugees and Lost Memories of 
Displacement, Trauma, and Rescue in the Soviet Union, Iran, and India.” 

mailto:tikolnashim@tifereth-israel.org
http://bit.ly/winterwarmth21
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Around TI 

Havdallah 2019.  Photo by Jennifer Kefer Simchat Torah 2018.  Photo by Rina Rebibo 

TI participated in the Emory Beacon of Light Walk for the Homeless in 2018 .   

Photos by Jeff Peterman 
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God’s Withdrawal from History? - Bill Galston 

Editor’s note:  this drash was delivered on September 
11, 2021, the twentieth anniversary of the attacks on 
the World Trade Center and the Pentagon. 

We are approaching the end of Devarim, and we’ve 
heard the same story over and over: God will re-
ward the children of Israel for their fidelity and 
punish them for their sins.  Let’s call this the official 
theology of Devarim: bad things will happen to 
those who transgress.   

But this theology leads too easily to a subtly differ-
ent proposition: if something bad happens to you, 
you must have transgressed. 

Although the rabbis of the Talmud raised doubts 
about this proposition, it has had an enduring influ-
ence on many Jews.  Some ultra-Orthodox Jews 
interpreted the Holocaust as God’s punishment for 
the sins of European Jewry.   

Most other strands of Judaism rejected this inter-
pretation -rightly, in my view - as morally unthinka-
ble, and as the dead-end for this entire school of 
thought.  

Our tradition does not require us to surrender our 
reason or our moral sense. When Abraham chal-
lenged God about the impending destruction of 
Sodom, no one (including God) had to tell Abraham 
what was just and unjust.  He already knew. 

Today, on the 20th anniversary of 9/11, can any 
morally serious person believe that the Jews—and 
the thousands of others--who perished on that day 
died for their sins? 

What leads some Jews to this impasse? Answer: the 
belief that God is both just and a constant active 
agent in human history, responsible for everything 
that happens. 

Our tradition gives us the resources we need to 
question the second part of this premise.  Consider 
today’s parsha.  In Devarim 31:17 we read that I 
[that is, God] will “abandon them and hide my coun-
tenance from them,” a phrase that recurs in the 
next verse.  In context, this means bad things will 

happen to the children of Israel, and God will do 
nothing to prevent them.   

This provides us with a new option: divine with-
drawal from history is an alternative to divine re-
sponsibility for history.  The space created by divine 
withdrawal is filled by human decision. 

In the Talmud (B’rachot 20a), Rav Pappa asks 
Abaye, “What is different about the earlier genera-
tions, for whom miracles occurred and what is dif-
ferent about us, for whom miracles do not occur?” 

A lengthy conversation ensues in which various ex-
planations for this difference are offered.  But 
here’s what’s most significant: The factual assertion 
in Rav Pappa’s question—miracles have vanished—
goes unchallenged.   

The rabbis had noticed something important about 
their own time.  But what if this state of affairs is 
more than temporary? What if miracles are gone 
for good? What if God has withdrawn permanently 
from human affairs, leaving us on our own to do the 
best we can? 

This is the argument of one of the most important 
Jewish books of our time—Richard Elliott’s Fried-
man’s The Disappearance of God.  As the Tanach pro-
ceeds, Friedman shows, miracles occur less and less 
frequently, and God gradually fades from human 
history.  By the book of Esther, God is gone. * 

This idea—God ceasing to do what God once did—
may sound odd, but it is at the heart of Judaism as 
traditionally understood.  The Torah is given once 
and, Rambam insists, never again.  The Talmud tells 
us three times that after the last prophets Haggai, 
Zechariah, and Malachi died, the Divine Spirit of 
revelation departed from the Jewish people, and 
the age of prophecy came to an end.  And so did the 
Talmudic era, after which there was a distinction 
between the text, which was fixed, and commen-
taries, which proliferated. 

Does God’s withdrawal from history mean that we 
are left in an existentialist world that is void of 

(Continued on page 15) 



      

   Kislev/Tevet 5782                   Tifereth Israel Menorah                          Page  15    

God’s Withdrawal from History?  - continued 

meaning and offers us no guidance?  Not at all.   
We have been given everything we need: na-
ture that can meet our needs if we use it wise-
ly; reason that enables us to understand the 
laws of nature and their implications for hu-
man life; the law and moral understanding we 
need to guide us; and the freedom to choose. 

As the Talmud often asks, to what can this be 
compared?  Answer: to parents who say to 
their children, “We have withheld nothing 
from you, and we have done everything we can 
for you.  You have received your entire inher-
itance.  We have given you what you need to 
lead a good life.  Now you must make your own 
way.  But always know that we love you.”  

No doubt this understanding of our real situa-
tion—the end of miracles and of divine involve-
ment in human affairs—comes with psycholog-
ical costs. The God of our time is no longer in 
the business of behavioral therapy but is in-
stead the ultimate Freudian analyst who lis-
tens but does not reply and receives pleas but 
does not act.  Instead, we must take responsi-
bility for our own lives and for human affairs 
generally.  Portions of our traditional liturgy 
will have to be understood as inspirational but 
at most metaphorical.  The Zionists who re-
belled against what they saw as Jewish passivi-

ty turn out to be better theologians than their 
Orthodox critics. 

This may sound paradoxical.  But does this re-
ally contradict what we already believe, even if 
we don’t always acknowledge it?  We do not 
rely on God to end the pandemic, a plague if 
ever there was one.  We invest our hopes in 
the power of human reason and creativity to 
find a cure—and on human persuasion and if 
necessary, law to make this cure effective in 
our society. 

This understanding may be novel, but it is not 
unprecedented in our tradition.  Even when 
the idea of an interventionist God was at its 
peak, God’s power was seen as limited.  In the 
Talmud (Megillah 25a) we learn that 
“Everything is in the hands of heaven except 
the fear of heaven.”    

Isn’t this idea of human responsibility at the 
heart of the High Holidays? No one can admit 
our transgressions for us; we must do it our-
selves.  No one else can apologize for the sins 
we have committed against others; only we 
can.  No one can do t’shuvah for us, not even 
God.  In this crucial respect, the High Holidays 
are not distinct from our daily lives but rather 
reveal the essence of the human condition.  

* Editor: Friedman’s book is fascinating, and also considers the theory that the Big Bang either is God or the mech-
anism by which God created the world.  Highly recommended. 

Got a Book You Loved and Want Everyone to Know About? 
Everyone who reads knows the feeling.  You’ve discovered a book that you loved, that you feel is out-

standing (not just another middling literary novel or another current events book that might as well have 

been an article or another attempt at being the new Longitude that just pays too much attention to a small 

thing without really making the larger connections or convincing you that its topic is actually an interest-

ing lens through which to view the world).  You want everyone you know to experience the pleasure or 

enlightenment or whatever you got from it. 

Here’s your chance, assuming the book has some relevance to TI-ers, preferably with Jewish content.  All 

genres considered.  Write a short convincing review.  Send it to menorah@tifereth-israel.com  and you’ll 

probably see it in the Menorah.  Contact the editor if you have questions or want advice on whether the 

book makes sense for the Menorah. 

mailto:menorah@tifereth-israel.org?subject=Book%20Review
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Lifelong Learning Lowdown:  December 2021  
Rabbi Kelley Gludt 

A chill in the air, short days, Chanukah dis-

plays—there’s no denying winter is here.  This 

year, in the darkness of December, we enjoy 

not only the light of the Chanukah candles but 

also the one at the end of the tunnel with excit-

ing opportunities to once again gather togeth-

er.   

The return of the annual Chanukah Extrava-

ganza comes on Sunday, December 5 from 

4:00-6:00.  There is something for everyone at 

this intergenerational event.  Rabbi Barry 

Schlesinger will teach a class on The Menorah   - 

from Desert Wandering to the 21st Century. A 

wine and seltzer bar will be set up in the foyer 

while outside young ones can make snow 

globes and enjoy hot chocolate.  Join in on the 

dreidel bracket and bring a donated canned 

good to make a menorah.  Do not forget the 

latkes, sufganiyot (donuts) and applesauce.  

Bring your family chanakiya and candles so we 

can fulfill the mitzvah of lighting together. 

In person, outside Tot Shabbat continues 

through December 18, with our very own 

Brenda Footer and Rhythm and Ruach’s Aunt-

ie A taking  the lead.  This is a great opportunity 

for young families to celebrate Shabbat, pray 

together, have a snack and generally just have 

fun on the playground at 11:00 on Saturday 

mornings.  In person, inside Junior Congrega-

tion begins in January for kids in elementary 

school.  If you would like to help re-launch this 

program, please reach out to me. 

Our teens have also been enjoying spending 

time together at TI.  Each Sunday evening they 

have dinner followed by class or some social 

hang-out time, including an ice skating outing.  

Three of our teens attended the USY Fall Con-

vention at Capital Camps and Retreat Center 

and others are looking forward to Internation-

al Convention later this month. 

The Himmelfarb Religious School moves back 

inside in December.  Families will have the 

choice if they want to join “Himmelfarb at 

Home” or to spend the entire morning inside.  

Our chugim (electives) just finished up explor-

ing the shmita year through drama, developing 

a board game, and nature. In December, the 

Religious School will participate in “Ancient 

Israel’s Got Talent!”  by selecting an individual 

from the Bible and developing a character-

appropriate act.  Parents are invited to attend 

(but not vote!) on December 19.   

Photos by Charlotte Goldberg 
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Lifelong Learning Lowdown:  December 2021 - continued 

We have even more to look forward to in January.  Social Action Shabbat over Martin Luther 

King, Jr.  weekend promises to be filled with meaningful ways to celebrate the New Year of the 

Trees.  The children will participate in an ice cream Tu B’Shevat Seder, followed by a historical 

walk through the neighborhood while parents learn about energy options. 

At this time of year we celebrate the miracle of both the Festival of Lights and being together in 

person.  Wishing you all a Chanukah Urim Sameach! 

Photos by Charlotte Goldberg 
Photos by Julie Steinberg 

Got Chanukitsch? 

Every year it seems there are more kitschy Chanukah items on sale.  Ugly Chanukah sweaters, 

pop-culture menorahs, Oy to the World shirts, and beyond.  Far, far beyond. 

Have you seen an example in the wild?  Or an example of something that’s just wrong, like meno-

rah earrings without a shammash or with the wrong number of candles altogether?  Send it to 

menorah@tifereth-israel.org  with anything (printable) you want to say about it, and you’ll see it 

in the January Menorah. 

mailto:menorah@tifereth-israel.org?subject=Chanukitsch
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UPCOMING & ONGOING EVENTS  

Tot Shabbat 

Saturdays: December 4, 11 and 18, 11:00 am 

Join Auntie A (Rhythm & Ruach) - and occasionally Brenda Footer or Rabbi Kel-

ley - for a ruach-filled Shabbat service on the TI playground for tots and the 

people who go with them. There will be prayer, song, activities, stories, and 

snack. 

Serve Dinner at Shepherd’s Table  

Sponsored by the Social Action Committee 

Sundays: December 5, January 2 & February 6 at 5:00 pm 

Help serve dinner to homeless individuals on the 1st Sunday of each month. 

Registration required. Learn more at bit.ly/TIShepherdsTable.  

Jewish  History Online 

Sponsored by Gevarim 

Sunday, December 5 & 19 at 10:30 am 

Dive into Jewish history with lectures from the Center for Jewish History. Each 

session is followed by discussion led by Allan Tulchin. Learn more at bit.ly/

TIJewishHistory. 

Rain Garden Care 

Sponsored by the Green Committee 

Sundays: December 12 & February 13 at 10:00 am 

Come dig into the TI rain garden! Each month, volunteers weed and plant, de-

pending on the season. BYO shovel and gloves. 

Learn more at bit.ly/TIgardencare.   

Full Moon Walk 

Sunday, December 19 at 6:00 pm 

Enjoy a pleasant walk of about two miles round trip, filled with 90 minutes of 

fun, adventure, friendship, and chocolate treats. Be sure to bundle up and bring 

a flashlight and water. Learn more at: bit.ly/TIFullMoonHike.  

The Home We Build Together  

Wednesdays at 8:00 pm, beginning on Dec 8 

This learning circle for parents with young children will explore some of the big 

questions parents face. Make new friends and dive into the wisdom of the Jew-

ish tradition! Sessions will be led by Melissa Werbow on Zoom.. Learn more at: 

bit.ly/IYUNatTI. 

https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/tot-shabbat4.html
https://tifereth-israel.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3c528fa3e3f14d44449de0a05&id=62a48db28b&e=40da9d0ebe
http://bit.ly/TIShepherdsTable
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/jewish-history-online.html
http://bit.ly/TIJewishHistory
http://bit.ly/TIJewishHistory
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/rain-garden-care.html
http://bit.ly/TIgardencare
http://bit.ly/TIFullMoonHike
http://bit.ly/TIFullMoonHike
https://bit.ly/IYUNatTI
https://bit.ly/IYUNatTI
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WEEKLY SERVICE SCHEDULE 

Early Kabbalat Shabbat* 

Fridays before sundown, check calendar for times 

Gather for a songful service with Rabbi Werbow before sun-

down .  

 

 

Kabbalat Shabbat* 

Fridays at 6:00 pm 

At TI, we love to sing, especially on Friday night! Join in TI’s 

full evening service to bring in Shabbat with the community.  

 

 

Shabbat Morning Services** 

Saturdays at 9:00 am 

Services are traditional, egalitarian, participatory, 

and led by TI members in partnership with our Rabbi. 

 

ZOOMdalah! 

Saturdays after sundown, check calendar for times 

TI's virtual neighborhood gathers via Zoom for a warm 

and welcoming service to bring in the new week. 

 

 

Sunday Morning Minyan* 

Sundays at 9:15 am 

Start the week by giving your spiritual life a lift! Services are 

lay-led, with Rabbi Werbow sharing insights into prayers and 

approaching Holidays. 

*Attend in the Sanctuary or via Zoom 

** Registration requested for in-person attendance. Learn more about in-person services at TI here. 

https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/early-kabbalat-shabbat-service.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/kabbalat-shabbat--maariv.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/shabbat-morning-services1.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/zoom-dalah-hava-dalah-zoom3.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/sunday-morning-service-zoom---tentative.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/shabbat-morning---registrations.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/service-schedule.html
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UPCOMING SPECIAL EVENTS 

CHANUKAH EXTRAVAGANZA 
Sunday, December 5 from 4:00 – 6:00 pm 
Light up the 8th night with the TI community: Food, fun, crafts, activities, learn-
ing – something for everyone! Join indoors, outdoors and virtually. 

Registration required: bit.ly/TIChanukah21. 

SHABBATON WITH RAV SCHLESINGER 
Friday, December 3 - Sunday December 5 
Rav Schlesinger of Congregation Torat Hayim, Herzliya Israel, will join TI for 
Shabbat Chanukah to share teachings. The topics of the Shabbaton will in-
clude Sicha (conversations), Gratitude, and the Menorah. 

Learn more at: bit.ly/chanukahshabbaton. 

TOWN HALL MEETING 
Thursday, December 9 at 8:00 pm 
Join TI President Sara Goldberg and others to hear important updates about 
TI. Questions welcome in advance and during the meeting. Submit questions 
to tipresident@tifereth-israel.org. 

Learn more at: bit.ly/TIDecTownHall 

MEET, GREET & LEARN 

Sponsored by Kol Nashim 

Sunday, December 12 at 4:00 pm 

Get to know our rebbetzin, Melissa Werbow. As an educator, mother, and 
wife, Melissa is passionate about creating communities and empowering 
learners to engage in the Jewish tradition. 
Learn more at: bit.ly/timeetmelissa. 

UPTOWN SHABBAT 

Friday, December 24 at 6:00 pm 

Join in soulful song with Robyn Helzner, a leading interpreter of world Jewish 
music, and TI member and Chazzan Larry Paul. Musical instruments will be 
used during Kabbalat Shabbat.   Learn more at bit.ly/TIUptownShabbat. 

MLK WEEKEND & TU B’SHVAT 

Sponsored by the Social Action and Green Committees 

Saturday, January 15 – Monday, January 17 

Celebrate the rich variety of Jewish cultures around the world and their rela-
tionship to trees and fruit. Speakers and programs throughout the weekend 
will reflect on how climate change has a racial justice impact. Want to help 
out? Contact Franca Brilliant at fsbrilliant@gmail.com. 

https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/chanukah-celebration.html
https://bit.ly/TIChanukah21
https://tifereth-israel.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3c528fa3e3f14d44449de0a05&id=c9f490aee7&e=40da9d0ebe
http://bit.ly/chanukahshabbaton
https://tifereth-israel.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3c528fa3e3f14d44449de0a05&id=71e90ea8df&e=40da9d0ebe
mailto:tipresident@tifereth-israel.org
http://bit.ly/TIDecTownHall
https://tifereth-israel.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3c528fa3e3f14d44449de0a05&id=a8785915a2&e=40da9d0ebe
https://bit.ly/timeetmelissa
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/uptown-shabbat--robyn-helzner--larry-paul-via-zoom.html
https://bit.ly/TIUptownShabbat
mailto:fsbrilliant@gmail.com
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Is There Something You’d Like to Tell the Congregation? 
Susan Catler, TI Helping Hands Coordinator 

Funeral Practices Committee 
Always On-Call 

 

Chaverim of the Funeral Practices Committee are 
on call to provide counsel and services to 
synagogue members and their dependents.  
 
In the event of a death, before contacting the 
funeral home please contact one of the following 
chaverim or the TI  office (202-882-1605).  
 
 Shelly Heller      h: 301-942-1836 
                w: 202-994-5906 
                c:  301-996-2704 
 
 Marcia Goggin     w: 301-754-1963 
                c: 301.792.1063  
 
 Bruce Heppen       h: 301-299-3255 
                  c:  202-997-1890 
                  w: 703-417-8983 
  
  Naomi Revzin        h:   301-765 6272 
                  c:  301-435.6272 

Did you ever wonder where the “Good News” and “Sad News” emails come from? Tifereth Israel’s 

Helping Hands sends notices to the members of the congregation when significant events occur 

in the lives of our members. When a new child enters the home of a TI member or child of a TI 

member, we send a Good News announcement. When a member or someone in the family of a 

member dies, we send a Sad News announcement. Mazel Tov emails announce engagements and 

marriages. When members of the community need help, such as rides or a meal, we send out the 

request. But we cannot send out an announcement unless you let us know about what has hap-

pened. 

If you or your child has welcomed a new child into the family, send an email to TI’s Helping Hands 

at TIHelp@Tifereth-Israel.org with your contact information so we can follow up and get the de-

tails for the announcement. Similarly, if there has been an engagement or marriage, contact Help-

ing Hands by email.  
When there has been a death of a member 

of Tifereth Israel, before doing anything 

else contact the office or one of the cha-

verim to start the funeral process. You can 

also contact TI’s Helping Hands directly, or 

Helping Hands will get in touch with you to 

get all the information for the Sad News 

notice. If a family member dies, one who is 

not a TI member or the dependent of a TI 

member, contact Rabbi Werbow or Help-

ing Hands for help in connection with the 

death and to prepare a Sad News notice. 

Could you or someone you know in the 

congregation use some help that other 

congregants could provide? A ride to a doc-

tor’s appointment? Meals after an opera-

tion? An extra set of hands when you have 

a broken shoulder? Contact TI’s Helping 

Hands at TIHelp@Tifereth-Israel.org – we 

cannot help if we do not know that there is 

a need.  

tel:301-299-3255
tel:202-997-1890
tel:703-417-8983
mailto:TIHelp@Tifereth-Israel.org
mailto:TIHelp@Tifereth-Israel.org
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Nayes un Mechayes- Melissa Perera 

Joyous News 

Carla Ellern and Stan Dorn are thrilled to an-
nounce the engagement of their son Jacob to 
Catherine Garrison. The two met while Jacob 
was spending a year in Palo Alto on the Stan-
ford Law Empirical Research Fellowship. 
They’re looking at a 2023 wedding date. 

Sad News 

Edward B. Berman, father of Daniel 

(Elizabeth Kessin) Berman, and grandfather 

of Dr. Reena Lynne Berman (John E. 

McManus), died on Saturday, October 30, 

2021, 24 Cheshvan 5782, at the age of 94. He 

leaves his other children, David J. (Caryn), 

Benjamin A. (Suzanne Fierston), and Susan M. 

(Rabbi Avi Winokur); his other grandchildren, 

Michael J., Deborah Berman Angel (Dr. Mat-

thew Angel), Rose M., and Rafael Winokur; as 

well as two great-grandchildren, Sarah and 

Charlotte. His wife, Lorraine L. Berman z"l, 

died February 11, 2021. He was the son of 

Harry and Annie (Eigner) Berman z"l. 

Edward grew up in Lynn, MA where he gradu-

ated from Lynn English High School in 1944. 

He graduated from Harvard College in 1948 

and from Harvard University with a PhD in 

Economics in 1951. During WWII he served in 

the U.S. Navy where he achieved the rank of 

Yeoman Third Class. Edward met Lorraine, his 

beloved wife of 71 years, while both were at-

tending college. They married in 1949 and be-

gan their family in Lynn. 

Edward had an active career in Operations 

Research that began in Washington DC and 

took him to Santa Monica, CA, then back to 

Washington, where he and Lorraine expanded 

their family in Silver Spring, MD. After 10 

years away they returned to Massachusetts 

settling in Marblehead. Edward was a dedicat-

ed member of Congregation Har-Tzeon of Sil-

ver Spring, and Temple Sinai of Marblehead. In 

the latter part of his life he delighted in read-

ing the Torah, into his 90s. He was proud to 

have chanted the entire Torah during Sabbath 

services. Edward and his family lived in Ramat 

Gan, Israel in the summer of 1965, where he 

taught Operations Research skills to the Israel 

Defense Forces (IDF). For the obituary, click 

HERE.  

TI member Isaac Siskind, husband of Marilyn 

Siskind, father of TI member David (Rona) Sis-

kind, and grandfather of Noah and Lena, died 

(Continued on page 23) 

https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/congregational-budget-meeting.html
https://tifereth-israel.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3c528fa3e3f14d44449de0a05&id=6f0ecf3b27&e=7eef69117f
https://tifereth-israel.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3c528fa3e3f14d44449de0a05&id=6f0ecf3b27&e=7eef69117f
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Nayes un Mechayes - continued 

on Sunday, November 6, 2021, 2 Kislev 5782, at the age of 93 after a long illness. He is also sur-

vived by his other son, Ken Siskind (Julia Blatt), and grandchildren, Eli and Dana. He was prede-

ceased by his brother- and sister-in-law, long-time Shepherd Park residents, Larry and Charlotte 

Kowitch. 

May their memories be a blessing and the families be comforted. 

At our November meeting we discussed To Rise 
Again at a Decent Hour by Joshua Ferris, a comic 
novel of ideas with a dentist as protagonist.  
Contrary to my previous conviction, there is at 
least one more literary novel with Jewish con-
tent featuring a dentist:  in one of Philip Roth’s 
Zuckerman novels, Zuckerman’s brother is a 
dentist in New Jersey.  

We've switched formats, moving back to open 
discussion rather than going around the group 
giving opinions in order. The result is a wider-
ranging and deeper and more continuous dis-
cussion.   

Our reading for December 21st is Thomas Ca-
hill’s The Gifts of the Jews: How a Tribe of Desert 
Nomads Changed the Way Everyone Thinks and 
Feels.  Cahill explains how the movement away 
from the  pagan world view toward a view that 
made room for individual destiny and achieve-
ment, embodied in Judaism, made Western civ-
ilization possible.  There aren’t many library 
copies.  The book is easily available new or used 
and in electronic form.  

We meet at 7:30, for now over Zoom.   Meet-
ings last until 9pm, or until we run out of things 
to say.  That happens only rarely.  We are TI! 

Our meetings are open to everyone interested 
in talking about books, not just TI members.  
Also including those who have not finished (or 
even started) the book.  We make no commit-
ment to avoid spoilers, however. 

At this meeting we will be picking our next sev-
eral books.  Please send me any suggestions 
you have not previously sent.  We alternate fic-
tion and non-fiction.  Books must support dis-
cussion, have significant Jewish content, and be 
available otherwise than as new hardbacks.  
Books plentiful at local libraries without long 
hold lists are the best. 

Among books under consideration are: 

Norwegian by Night, by Derek Miller.  A Scandi-
navian not-so-noir mystery with lots of Jewish 
content. 

Great Kosher Meat War of 1902,  by Scott Selig-
man.  Little-known history of women taking ac-
tion against what they saw as unjust price in-
creases.  Lots of contemporary resonance. 

Song of the Names, novel by Norman Lebrecht.   
A genius young violinist disappears into a life 
not involving music; told by his best friend. 

One Hundred Philistine Foreskins,  Tova Reich’s 
satirical novel about a charismatic female rab-
bi.   

Giorgio Bassani’s novel Garden of the Finzi-
Continis.  Different from the movie in interest-
ing ways. 

If you are not on the evite list, please contact 
Janice Mehler (contact information in the TI 
directory) to be added.  RSVPs are not abso-
lutely necessary until we start meeting at mem-
bers’ homes, but being on the list gets you time-
ly reminders and an email with the Zoom link. 

Kol Nashim Book Group - Jessica Weissman 
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December Yahrzeitn 

Nov 26 - 27 
12/1 Muriel Berkowitz 

 Florence Gross 

 Abe Hofberg 

 Frances Peck 

12/2 Bernard Anker 

 Bertha Feldman 

 Lorraine Goldman 

 M. Jerry Winnick 

 Benjamin Yormark 

12/3 William Greene 

 Alvin Himmelfarb 

 Joseph Levin 

 Joseph Perlzweig 

 Dr. Herbert Radler 

 Mollie Rudnick 

 Selmajean Schneider 

 Annie Silverman 

 Hyman Sperling 

 

Dec 3 - 4 

12/4 Chuck Britt 

 David Davidson 

 Sarah Hofberg 

 Meyer Liebman 

 Dr. Solomon Weintraub 

12/5 Toby Footer 

 Herbert Gelernter 

 Miriam Mae Hoffman 

 Charles Louis Kincannon 

 Hannah Clair Klein 

12/6 Lewis Berman 

 James Flug 

 Irma Naiman Greenspoon 

 Lou Meckler 

 Lillian Reamer 

 Esther Root 

 Bernard Rubinstein 

 Carol B. Sherman 

 Laurence S. Weiss 

12/7 Pauline Danowit 

 Estelle Frankel Druskin 

 Irene Feigelis 

 Zelda Joy Fields 

 Marilyn Gleckman 

 Beatrice F. Lewis 

 Helen Switkes Pedolsky 

 Frieda Perlzweig 

12/8 Miriam Meyer Gross 

 Sadie C. Nathanson 

 David Simon 

 Judith Z. Weilerstein 

 Walter Wulfsohn 

12/9 Dora Gerber 

 Madeline Kohn 

 Alan H. Kotz 

 Samuel Poms 

12/10 Roger A. Amsellem 

 Alexander H. Grolman 

 Helen Janus 

 Ernestine List 

 Micah Naftalin 

 Leah Bluestone Odle 

 

Dec 10 - 11 

12/11 Anna Goodman 

 Cesia Honig 

 Marshall Jacobson 

 Samuel Jewler 

 Abraham Millman 

 Sumner M. Morss 

 David Mostow 

 Mildred Pearlman 

 Malcolm Peterman 

12/12 Robert Allan Barr 

 Goldie Feinsilver 

 Lillian S. Lascoff 

 Estelle Rose Morss 

 David Primack 

12/13 William Gorewitz 

 Susan Harvey 

 Ida Mendelson Lepp 

 Isaac M. Neviaser 

 Miriam Penn 

 Morris Wolf 

12/14 Saul Berenbaum 

 Melvin Bressler 

 Louis Eisenstein 

 Dr. Denis Fabian 

 Martin Lawrence Friedman 

 Martin Leff 

 Hyman Mendelson 

 Belle P. Modell 

 Jens Pedersen 

 Doris Pincus 

 Beryl G. Reynolds 

 Isaac Joel Shleien 

 Minda Tilchin 

12/15 Mollie Botkin 

 Rebecca Goldstein 

 Brian Leslie Kalmus 

 Tova Levine 

 Isaac Millman 

 Meyer Needle 

12/16 Maurice Cowan 

 Goldie Friedman 

 Ralph Handwerker 

 Morris Kaplan 

 David I. Rothberg 

12/17 Dorothy Frankel Filderman 

 Dr. Henry Goldstein 

 Esther Hillson 

 Hilda Kahn 

 Albert Marks 

 Norman Morris 

 R. Raymond Rothman 

 

Dec 17 - 18 

12/18 Leon Cywan 

 Bernie Shleien 

12/19 Fannie Fishman 

 Frances Friedlander 

 Clara Goldring 

Editor’s note:  We list upcoming yahrzeitn based on ShulCloud records, under the Shabbat dates when the 
name is recited and by the yahrzeit date.  
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December Yahrzeitn continued 

 Marie Nash Johnson 

 Leon Kahanov 

 Gladys Elizabeth Miller 

 Marjorie S. Schiffman 

 Ella Schwarz 

12/20 David Albert Gutman, Jr. 

 A. Arvin Lynn 

12/21 Ruth Bell 

 Virginia Dublin 

 Morris Max Jewler 

 Jerrold Paul Simon 

12/22 Milton Forman 

 Robert Frankel 

 Stella Kraft 

 Isaac Levy 

 Naomi Meckler 

 Arnold Schainker 

12/23 Ruth Davidson 

 Robert S. Gallun 

 Anna Schwarz 

 Herbert Wagner 

 M. R. Yoelson 

12/24 Florence S. Block 

 Sidi Ermann 

 Eva Fisher 

 Bayla Kraft 

 David Schechtman 

 Marie Weintraub 

 

Dec 24 - 25 

12/25 Morris Fleishman 

 Anna Footer 

 Miriam Lydia Blechman  
   Grimes  

 Shirley Levy 

 Tillie Mogul 

 Joseph Reamer 

 Esther Stromberg 

12/26 Nelly Hadassah Brenner 

 Freha Emsellem 

 Diana Engel 

 Eugene Englander 

 Burt Lopatin 

 Muriel G. Snyder 

 Leo Turkel 

12/27 Charles W. Bergman 

 Hertsell Conway 

 Benjamin Dinkin 

 Esther Horwitz 

 Sam Stein 

12/28 David G. Coran 

 Minnie Kinland 

 Ben Laden 

 Rebecca Hanna Mensh 

 Esther Pincus 

 Hilda Pomerance 

 Herschel Weil 

 Richard S. Weiss 

12/29 Celeste Green Gellner 

 William Greenberg 

 Barbara Sarah Jewler 

 Albert Kline 

 Florence Meltzer 

 Joseph Witt 

12/30 Herbert Edward Blanco 

 Stephanie Diamond Cohen 

 William Fargotstein 

 Sadie Goldberg 

 Anna Zeller 

12/31 Albert Burke 

 Angela Kavruck 

 Jacob Kestenbaum 

 Cecelia Lachman 

 Samuel Symons 

Monthly Rain Garden Maintenance - Photos by Julie Steinberg 
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Accesibility Fund             In Memory Of 

Sandra Adelstein & Oscar  Michael Herman 
   Matatquin 

Mark & Mona Berch Edward Berman  

Barbara & Howard White Fanny White, Mollie 
    Bernstein 

A. Nathan Abromowitz Fund  In Memory Of 

Mike & Ruth Unterweger Irving J. Abramowitz  

Annual Appeal         

Ivy Baer & Marc Rothenberg 

Benjamin Dreyfus & Rabbi Elizabeth Richman 

Moreen Fand 

Bob Feron & Dione Pereira 

David & Patricia Fisher 

Judah Flum & Lisa Itkin 

Miriam Lederer & David Ogilvie 

Lawrence & Pearl Schainker 

Genevieve Sapir & Gregory Stackel 

Jeffrey & Julie Steinberg 

Jacqueline Ratner 

Ellen Zwibak 

Building Preservation Fund         

Abraham & Deena Greenstein 

 In Memory Of  

Marjorie Greenberg Michael Herman 

Marjorie Greenberg Muriel Berkowitz  

David & Janice Mehler William Greene  

 In Honor Of 

Elliot Rosen & Sharon Beverly Lehrer for  
   Cohen cataloging 65 years of  
 blueprints 

General Donation          

Robert Alperin 

Raymond & Rebecca Coleman  

 In Honor Of 

Myrna Goldman Sunday Minyan 

 In Memory of 

Bob Dorfman & Celia Shapiro Isaac Siskind 

Myrna Goldman Elnatan Sullivan 

Dori Gillman & Michael  Michael Herman 
   Heimowitz 

Naomi Freeman & Morris Klein Elnatan Sullivan 

Amy & David Kritz Isaac Siskind 

Dana & Sheridan Neimark Edward Berman,  
   Michael Herman 

Barbara Reiner Isaac Siskind 

Eti & Paul Roitman Bardack Michael Herman 

Jeffrey & Julie Steinberg Michael Herman  

Barbara & Howard White Isaac Siskind, Edward 
   Berman 

Sheridan & Dana Neimark Lorraine Berman  

Sheridan & Dana Neimark Masha Spiegel  

Helping Hands Fund In Memory Of 

Julian M. Leidman Daniel Greene 

Mike & Ruth Unterweger Elnatan Sullivan 

Marvin Caplan Social Action In Memory Of 
   Fund 

Mark & Mona Berch Michael Herman 

Miriam Davidson Michael Herman 

Naomi Freeman & Morris Klein  Michael Herman 

Stephen Garber & Lynne  Michael Herman 
   Snyder  

Rachelle & Stephen Heller Michael Herman 

Lisa & Michael Kraft Michael Herman 

David & Janice Mehler Michael Herman 

Adele and Michael Sumner Michael Herman 

Mike & Ruth Unterweger Michael Herman 

Barbara & Howard White Michael Herman 

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund  

David & Sara Handwerker  

Ivy Baer & Marc Rothenberg 

 In Honor Of 

Elliot Rosen & Sharon Cohen Rabbi Werbow 

Maxine Epstein            Rabbi Werbow  

 In Memory of 

Mark & Mona Berch Elnatan Sullivan 

Torah Repair Fund Refuach Shlema For 

Myrna Goldman Dick Siegel 

Yahrzeit Donations  In Memory Of 

Rabbi A. Nathan & Barbara  J. Max Abramowitz 
   Abramowitz  

(Continued on page 27) 

Donations 
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Yahrzeit Donations  In Memory Of 

Natalie Arosemena Robert Barr, Joseph  
    Levin 

Leonard Bachman Florence Brown Jaffe 

Barbara Jerry Burke Milton H. Burke 

Rabbi Charles & Krayna  Rose Epstein 
  Feinberg 

Tamar Hendel Fishman Jacob Robert Fishman 

Myrna Goldman Lorraine Goldman 

Elizabeth & Stuart Gorewitz William Gorewitz 

Denise & Sheldon Iskow Leon H. Burka 

Roberta & Steven Jellinek Irving Maydeck 

Beverly Lehrer Frederick Lehrer 

Elizabeth Leff & Mark Verschell Israel Martin Leff 

Barry Levin Joseph Levin 

Carole & David Preston Alvin Himmelfarb 

Irene Rosen Yetta Rosen 

Roberta Schery Joseph Schery 

Ellen & Norman Sinel M. Jerry Winnick 

Louis & Madge Lee Spector Corey Axel 

Mike & Ruth Unterweger Michael P. Unterweger,  
 Esther Rodberg, Ellis  
 Bloom 

Sanford & Lynne Vinick Gloria Newman 

Harriet Vinner Jack (Jacob) Janus,  
    Helen Janus 

Betsy Wohl Gretna Zlatin 

Diana Zurer Selmajean Schneider 

 

  

Donations - continued 

I am particularly happy to be Jewish from Thanksgiving through Christmas.  For Thanksgiving, I like a 
quiet day at home, cooking something that takes a little longer or something with pumpkin. Then I 
spend the next few weeks trying not to go shopping except for groceries.  I am tired of the Christmas 
songs, decorations, the “happy holiday” greetings.  Luckily, I rarely watch television.  

There is Chanukah.  I do light candles.  I have accepted that I often make terrible latkes.  Instead, I use 
the freezer section of the grocery to purchase fried foods such as samosas, onion rings, and French 
fries.  Last year, I couldn’t find Golden’s potato pancakes at Giant, so no latkes for me last year and 
perhaps not this year either.  I appreciate Rabbi Werbow’s article in the November Menorah with 
suggestions to help add more meaning to the holiday. I do make and send out some secular year-end 
cards with a brief note to non-Jewish friends around the country from my life before NIH. 

I just am glad that I don’t have to think about Christmas as celebrated by many in this country. I have 
had many friends who agonized over Christmas gifts for relatives that they rarely see or who don’t 
really want or need anything.   I don’t need to bake cookies for every physician, car mechanic, or 
neighbor as a friend of mine does.*  I don’t need to put decorations on or in my house.  My rule is to go 
to a “holiday party”, in reality a Christmas party, the first year in a new job and then never again. 

A problem, though, is the people who say, Christmas is not a religious holiday to them and thus they 
don’t understand why I don’t want to go to a “holiday party” or decorate the door to the hallway of my 
office.  I just say “it’s not my holiday season”.  I don’t think they understand. 

 

* The idea of taking cookies to the mechanic was handy when I got the urge to bake cookies during the 
pandemic but didn’t want to eat many of them. The mechanic and his staff were delighted. 

Not My Holiday Season - Paula Flicker 
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