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From the President: Sylvia Horwitz 

As we celebrate our festival of freedom, it strikes me 
that celebrating Pesach – our celebration of freedom - in 
the spring is perfect! Spring is a very liberating time as 
we emerge from the chill of winter, a time of possibilities.  
And as I have been saying for a couple of months now, 
I’m really looking forward to being liberated from the 
restrictions of Covid-19. Though when that will happen 
is still unknown.   

Freedom means choices, and this month, I want to cele-
brate the people who have made the choice to enrich our TI community by volun-
teering with their generosity, expertise and talent. That’s a lot of people! Some are 
obvious. There are the officers, board members, and committee members to take 
on the particular tasks of governing and making policy that affect us as a communi-

(Continued on page 2) 

From the Rabbi: Rabbi Michael Werbow 

“We control our own destinies.” It’s the premise that many bad sports movies are 
based upon. It is also something that is discussed in many religions, including Juda-
ism. In Pirkei Avot 3:15 (Sayings of our Ancestors) we are told: “All is foreseen, 
freewill is granted.” We walk both sides of the debate. For the most part, this leads 
theologians to understand that God has a plan and desires certain things to happen 
but has handed over the reins to us here on earth. We have 
the free will to carry out that plan or not. 

There are other things that we do our best to control. One of 
them is time. Sometimes we think it passes too quickly and 
other times it goes too slowly. We really wish we could de-
termine when it would be one or the other. When can we 
keep time from marching along and when can we get it to 
pass? One way that we control time is by moving the clocks 
back and forth in the fall and spring. We have just made the 
shift to Daylight Savings Time. There are serious conversa-
tions happening to keep us on Daylight Savings Time, year round. Can you imagine 
this? We can just all of a sudden determine that it is a different time. If this isn’t be-
ing created in the image of God, I don’t know what is. 

(Continued on page 3) 
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ty. There are those who volunteer to lead services, read Torah and Haftorah. Shabbat after Shabbat, we have 
a cadre of able shichei tzibor leading the davening and chanting for us. Others share their wisdom with spe-
cial drashes and divrei tefillah. And then there are the workhorses who organize courses, special events and 
social gatherings, plan and run activities for tots, pack and deliver gift bags, share their expertise on panels, 

From the President - continued 
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produce the Menorah month after month, help con-
gregants in times of need, help keep the building se-
cure and in working order, and do a lot of other stuff 
behind the scenes. And many share their ideas or 
have an idea and run with it. Or walk with it (Full 
Moon Hike, Walks with the Rabbi).  

None of what TI is and does could happen without 
the generosity of donors and the financial support of 
our members. Financial resources are the fuel that 
enables the TI engine to run, allows us to have our 
amazing and fabulous staff, to dream and strive to 
bring those dreams to fruition.  

So this is a big thank you – a virtual group hug – to all 
of you who have chosen to give some of your time, 
your energy, your talents, your resources, for the 
betterment of TI, our community, and our communal 
experience. In my experience, the rewards of choos-
ing to be involved, to participate, to give, have been 
priceless. 

Happy Spring!  Chag Sameach! 

Jessica Weissman:  When I was 4 it was my job to 
open the door for Elijah.  I was the oldest of my 
generation of cousins, so the job was mine in per-
petuity. 

When I opened the door, our neighbor Mr. Man-
zalilo was standing there, ready to return some 
tool he borrowed from my father.  Hard to say 
which of us was more startled.   

I had been taught that Elijah was invisible so he 
could travel rapidly to one Jewish home after an-
other.  But there was Mr. Manzalilo.  He looked 
past me into the crowded living room.  My father 
thanked him for returning the tool, and promised 
to explain the next day. I shut the door behind 
him.  The next year I peeked through the mail slot 
before opening the door.  Nobody was there. 

Pesach Memories 
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From the Rabbi - continued 

In this upcoming month we see another way we 
control destiny and time. On any given day we decide 

what to focus on. One way to intensify this focus is 
by initiating holidays. Nowadays there is a special 
day for everything. Did you know that April 1st is 
not just April Fool’s Day? It is also “National Sour-
dough Day.” April 2nd, among other things is 
“National Peanut Butter and Jelly Day.“ April 3rd is 
both “National Chocolate Mousse Day” and 
“National Find a Rainbow Day” which seems to be a 
poor choice since you don’t usually get a choice in 
whether there is a rainbow or not. That’s just a 
sampling on the first three days of the month. 

In Judaism, in modern times, we have also added a 
few days to our holiday calendar. This month, we 
commemorate Yom HaShoah (Holocaust Remem-
brance Day) as well as Yom HaZikaron (Israel’s Me-
morial Day) and celebrate Yom Ha’atzmaut 
(Israel’s Independence Day). These days were add-
ed to the calendar shortly after the establishment 
of the State of Israel. As a sovereign nation, Israel 
could determine when and how it was going to 

mark important moments. It could control its own 
destiny. It could make meaningful moments in 
time.  

One way to mark these occasions, in addition to 
engaging in celebrations and commemorations is 
to learn more about them. To that end, the next set 
of ScholarStream sessions will be focusing around 
Israel and the dates of observances. Look for more 
information to sign up for these sessions.  

We each have days and times to mark for ourselves 
as well. We remember birthdays and anniversaries 
and we mark yahrtzeits of our loved ones. We also 
make note of a particular day when something 
memorable and meaningful happened. 

Each time we mark an occasion and a special time, 
we exert control over time. Control your destiny, 
use your time well and be sure to make time to rec-
ognize and celebrate these important dates. 

-  Rabbi Werbow 

Esther Herman:  As we were getting ready to move to our new abode, raking through many shelves of 

books, I discovered a Haggadah printed for military personnel during World War II. We always had 

military people (men) in uniform from a military base near our home. It was called Two Rock Ranch. Then 

came all sorts of memories rushing in of our family's Pesach seders.  My aunt Esther and her family 

always came from San Francisco to Petaluma to join us. Every year as they were en route, their luggage 

fell off of the top of their car. They had to retrieve it along the highway, making them quite late for our 

seders. In those days, we didn't have sets of Haggadot. Every man, woman and child at the table had a 

different one, a different version. The phrase of the evening was calling out, "where are we?" All of the 

cousins sat at one end of the table, the adults at the other.  

The kids were hysterically laughing each time the word "asses" was used referring to animals crossing 

the desert, not "donkeys" as was used in later versions of the Haggadah. My father would say "pipe 

down, kids," and we would quiet down for a minute or two. And, we did not drink grape juice for prayers 

over the wine. We drank the real stuff, Manischewitz Concord Grape wine, which may have accounted 

for our silliness at the table. My mother had smaller liqueur glasses just for the children's wine. Another 

fond memory was of my grandma asking, "How's the fish?" She was referring to her handmade hand 

ground gefilte fish which my sister and I tried to replicate in later years. We declared it delicious. In short, 

seder means order, and there was certainly no order to our family seders. We finished every word of my 

father's Haggadah. Those were the days.  

Pesach Memories 



        

   April 2021                              Tifereth Israel Menorah                                    Page  4           

https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/uptown-shabbat--robyn-helzner--larry-paul-via-zoom.html
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https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/joyous-movement--dance-/-adena-galinsky1.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/tanach-hebrew-text-class.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/pesach-passover---2021.html
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Volunteer Spotlight - Jared Garelick 

While your image of TI’s building is likely frozen in 

time at March 2020, when most of us were last 
able to enter it, you might be surprised to learn 

that a significant amount of work has been done 
on the building in our collective absence. In fact, it 

turns out to have been an especially good time for 
catching up with maintenance. The work can be 

done faster and with less complication when it 
doesn’t have to be planned around a constant flow 

of people and activities. 

Elliot Rosen is one of the people most responsible 

for planning and overseeing that work. Elliot 
chairs TI’s “George Greenberg Building Preserva-

tion Fund,” named for George Greenberg, of 
blessed memory, a stalwart of all things “building” 

for many decades who died in 2018. The other two 
Trustees of the Fund are Allison Turner and John 

List.  

The purpose of the “GGBPF” is to develop and pro-

vide funds for major building maintenance and re-
pair issues. The Trustees’ job is to plan ahead, tak-

ing account of the expected useful life of major 
building components so that funds will be availa-

ble when they inevitably wear out and require re-
placement.  

TI’s building opened in 1957, making it the age 

where buildings, like people, tend to require more 
physical attention than when they were younger. 

It requires the focus of more than just three peo-
ple. Day to day routine repairs are the responsibil-

ity of the House Committee (of which Elliot is also 
a member), and are paid for out of the synagogue’s 

regular operating budget. Of course, many mainte-
nance items arise in a grey area between routine 

and major, so Elliot works closely with House Vice 

President Anita Kramer to discuss issues as they 
arise. Because these issues involve spending mon-

ey, Financial Vice President Larry Paul is often 
part of the conversation, as is President Sylvia 

Horwitz, as well as Executive Director Jevera 
Temsky and synagogue administrator Sheri 

Blonder, who are present in the building as work is 

performed. It takes a team. 

The necesssary knowledge gets passed on. Elliot 

learned the building’s intricacies through years of 
following Jeremy Goldberg around. Elliot notes 

that his work builds on the sustained efforts of 
several others who have served the last decade or 

so on Building Preservation and the House Com-
mittee, including the aforementioned George 

Greenberg, Carl Bergman, Mark Verschell, Phil 
Shapiro, and Richard Gryziak. 

Elliot says that one of the most visible improve-

ments made while we were out of the building is 

widescale interior painting, funded entirely by a 
generous congregant who noticed how badly it 

was needed. Further, the GGBPF has now recom-
mended an annual operating budget line item with 

a modest yearly allowance for painting touchup, so 
it does not get so far behind. Also visible, the grand 

16th Street exterior steps were re-caulked and re-
finished, and you will notice a new double-doored 

closet in the Social Hall elevator lobby to finally 
provide a home for the big round tables.  

Some of the biggest items of recent building work, 

however, will be invisible to most of us. For exam-
ple, the elevator installed 15 years ago unfortu-

nately lacked a water management system, and 
this year’s work repaired and replaced the compo-

nents that suffered water damage. As a bonus, TI 

Green Thumb Carla Ellern plans to add a new rain 
garden on the 16th Street side of the building to 

use the water that is being pumped out 24 hours 
per day. Similarly, a serious leak over the kitchen 

door caused by the vibration of a compressor on 
the original loading dock was repaired.  

Fixing water leaks is not the most glamorous of 

building maintenance jobs but it is essential to pre-
venting longer-term more expensive damage. 

Even less glamorous was the repair of the back 
stairway fire doors. Other invisible but important 

work last year was the replacement of the sanctu-
ary roof and the installation of a large solar panel 

(Continued on page 7) 
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array that is generating electricity that offsets our electric bill.  

Looking forward, Elliot says there are plans to replace the carpeting in the chapel and in the Mollie L. Berch 
Library. Replacing the damaged restroom countertops is on the shortlist. He hopes soon to have the out-

door decorative lamps rewired and the large mid-century modern menorah over the 16th Street doors fit-
ted with LED lights to replace the neon bulbs that have worn out, leaving that landmark beacon dark for the 

past few years.  

On the subject of lighting, Elliot says that a goal of the GGBPF is to replace all of the light fixtures through-

out the building with energy efficient LED lights. It is a project with a significant upfront cost, but it would 
pay for itself in energy savings in only a few years. On an even larger scale, the building’s heating and air 

conditioning systems are an amalgam of 65 year old, 25 year old, and 15 year old components, all of which 
are in some state of disrepair. Plans are underway to have the entire system updated. 

All of this is to say that Elliot has taken on a big job. That is nothing new. A TI member since 1992, Elliot has 

previously served two terms as Financial Vice President, several terms as Administrative Vice President, 

and four years as retreat chair. It is the kind of experience that has taught him how to get things done at TI.  

If there’s something about the building that you’ve noticed needs improvement, there’s something you can 

do. Talk to Elliot, another GGBPF Trustee, Anita, or Jevera, and think about donating some funds so they 

can take action. With a combination of money and strategic attention, the building can continue serving TI’s 
needs for generations to come. Thank you Elliot, and everyone else who manages the nuts and bolts of 

maintaining TI’s physical environment. 

Volunteer Spotlight - continued 

Share Shabbat with Other TI Members- April 16th 
The Membership Committee invites you to share Shabbat dinner either virtually or in a fellow TIer's back-

yard!  Open your backyard to other TI members for a Shabbat dinner or be a guest at another TI family's 

Shabbat table in their backyard. Or share dinner conversation via Zoom. This is a great chance to meet mem-

bers you may not already know while sharing conversation and fun.  

Hosts for backyard Shabbat dinners may provide food or may ask their guests to provide some or all of their 

own food. Hosts on Zoom will take the lead on making arrangements for the evening. 

TI member volunteers will match hosts and guests with similar preferences and send you your dinner info. 
Please sign up at https://tinyurl.com/TIShareAShabbat by April 9, 2021. 

Tot playground singalong - Photo by Deb Horowitz 

Space Karpas from 

Mars.  Centerpiece 

and photo by Adele 

Natter 

https://tinyurl.com/TIShareAShabbat
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Nayes un Mekhayes - Melissa Perera 

Happenings 

Simcha Kuritzky, as President of the American 
Israel Numismatic Association (AINA), whose 
members span the globe, organized their first 
online seminar at which noted experts David 
Hendin spoke on Hasmonean coinage and Ira 
Rezak spoke on medals of the Bezalel School in 
Jerusalem.  Simcha also gave a short talk on 
the divine name Shaddai on mezuzot, amulets, 
and jewelry. He plans to organize online talks 
by AINA on a regular basis. 

After 16+ years at Hogan Lovells, Wylie 
Levone left law firm practice at the end of 
2020 and became the US General Counsel of 
Energix, an Israeli company publicly traded on 
the Tel Aviv Stock Exchange that develops and 
owns renewable energy projects (wind and so-
lar PV) in Israel, Poland and the United States. 

Sad News 

Arthur Lemberg, father of TI member Ken 
(Rachel) Lemberg, and grandfather of Leah, 
died on Thursday, March 4, 2021, 20 Adar 
5781, at home in Cherry Hill, New Jersey, at 
the age of 90 after an illness of several months. 
He is also survived by his wife Harriet; sons 
Paul (Diane), and Marc (Jamie); and grandchil-

dren Eliana, Joshua, Jasper, Sofia, Tia, and 

Cory. Funeral services were held on March 7, 
2021 in Cherry Hill, New Jersey.   

Major L. Anderson passed on March 15, 2021. 
He suffered a heart attack on Thursday, March 
11, just after his 96th birthday. He was one of 
the last of the Tuskegee Airmen and spoke 
during Tifereth Israel services on January 18, 
2021, as part of the Social Action Shabbaton 
marking the birthday of Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. 

Born in 1925 in Florida, he was inducted into 
the Army Air Corps after graduating high 
school. He served in Kentucky, repairing dam-
aged B-25 bombers until he was honorably dis-
charged in 1946. He studied mechanical engi-
neering at Howard University and received a 
degree in business administration from Feder-
al City College (now the University of the Dis-
trict of Columbia). He was in a group of 
Tuskegee Airmen who were invited to meet 
President Barack Obama and First Lady 
Michelle Obama in 2012, during a White 
House screening of the movie "Red Tails," a 
George Lucas-produced movie about the first 
African-American pilots in the Army. In 2013 
Major Anderson was honored with a replica of 
the Tuskegee Airmen Congressional Gold 
Medal, which was presented to him by Repre-
sentative Eleanor Holmes Norton. 

The Major Anderson Tuskegee Aviation 
Maintenance Academy (MATAMA), located 
Glen Burnie, Maryland, is named after Ander-
son. It is dedicated to preparing students with 
the professional aviation maintenance skills 
necessary to address the shortage of certified 
Aviation Maintenance Technicians (AMTs) 
trained to support the global aerospace indus-
try.  
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Nayes un Mechayes - continued 

To listen to Carolivia Herron's interview of Major Anderson on Epic City on May 8, 2018, click HERE 
To view the interview of Major Anderson from the Library of Congress's Veterans History Project, 
click HERE. 

April KN Event:  Survivor Speaks 
As we commemorate Yom HaShoah this month, Kol Nashim is pleased to have Holocaust survivor, 

Hana Berger Moran, as the featured speaker at 10:30 am on April 18th.  Moran, a concentration camp 

baby, will share slides and the story of her mother's survival through the 

Holocaust. This intriguing tale relates how her mother, Priska, gave birth to 

Hana in Freiberg/Sachsen, a concentration/slave labor camp, and follows 

their lives after liberation from another concentration camp, Mauthausen. 

The experience of Priska, one of three mothers with concentration camp 

(miracle) babies, is told in the book, Born Survivors.. Registration for this 

Zoom presentation is required by April 15 at 9 pm. The link is https://

tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/kn-event---hana-berger-moran-

presentation-tentative.html 

Over 60 people came to Game Night on March 6th.  Games played online 

included Pictionary, Scrabble, Poker, Bagels & Locks (an escape room game, 

yes, it is possible to do that virtually) and Trivia.  Despite a few technical hic-

cups, TI members enjoyed playing together immensely and there was a re-

laxed schmooze session to end the evening.  KN would like to thank Margie 

Odle, Yael Horowitz, Renee Gindi, Carl Bergman, Howard Sumka, Ray Natter, Jessica Weissman and 

Louise Kelley for running the various games and Judah Flum for being the virtual greeter and expedit-

ing the breakout rooms on Zoom. There was community created in the games people played. 

The KN Book Club discussed  The Family: A Journey into the Heart of the Twentieth Century by David Las-

kin and will meet in April to discuss  The Extra, a novel by A.B. Yehoshua.  

https://www.mixcloud.com/EpicCity/epic-city-of-may082018-major-l-anderson-ii-personal-experience-as-a-tuskegee-airman/
https://memory.loc.gov/diglib/vhp/story/loc.natlib.afc2001001.72288/
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/kn-event---hana-berger-moran-presentation-tentative.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/kn-event---hana-berger-moran-presentation-tentative.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/kn-event---hana-berger-moran-presentation-tentative.html
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Upcoming and Recent Social Action Programs 

TI to Participate in Good Deeds Week, April 11-18 

Food insecurity across our region remains a critical issue, especially in the wake of COVID 19. 

This April 11-18, TI will join The Jewish Federation of Greater Washington in an effort that 

brings together over 60 community groups to meet this growing need during Good Deeds 

Week, as we collectively focus on combating food insecurity. The focus will be to help fill the 

shelves of local food pantries. TI will be collecting food for the Emory Beacon of Light food pan-

try located on Georgia Ave., in Ward Four. The number of needy served at this food pantry has 

increased greatly over the past year. Details on how to contribute will follow soon. 

– Gene Herman 

Delivery of Passover Food Baskets, 2021 Version 

For many years, the Tifereth Israel Social Action Committee has organized the delivery of food 

baskets for Passover and Rosh Hashanah to less fortunate families and individuals in the com-

munities near TI. This simple effort permits many to celebrate the holidays with joy and the tra-

ditional foods that are such an integral part of the chaggim that most of us take for granted. De-

spite the pandemic, intrepid volunteers from TI once again cheerfully participated in a socially 

distanced version of the effort to ensure that the simcha of the holiday could be experienced by 

as many as possible. Volunteers included Rabbi Michael Werbow, Liraz Zohar, Reva Snow, To-

bi McFarland, Devon Black, Rabbi Elizabeth Richman, Judi Berland, Alex Berg, Chuck and 

Krayna Feinberg, Carla Ellern, Melissa Perera, Jacki Ratner, Katie Benton-Cohen, Diana 

Zurer and David and Stephanie Rubin. Special thanks to Julie Steinberg and Mark Berch for 

schlepping the packages from the Hebrew Academy to TI and Gene Herman for organization 

and inspiration.   

– Larry Baizer 

TI Social Justice Team and DC Synagogues Social Justice Initiative  

We held the first Zoom meeting of the new TI Social Justice Team on March 16, following the 

community-wide meeting of the DC Synagogues Social Justice Initiative on February 28.  We 

heard from Rabbi Chuck Feinberg about the need for parole reform in DC, as well as our plans 

for the TI Social Justice Team. We were joined by three leaders of the Jews United for Justice 

(JUFJ) Housing Security and Tax and Budget Working Groups, both staff and volunteers.    

The TI Social Justice team plans to coordinate closely with JUFJ and we discussed a number of 

options for working together. Some of the TI member volunteers are going to join the two main 

JUFJ working groups, on Housing Security and on Tax and Budget topics (which covers a broad 

range of issues including early childhood care and education) and they will bring information 

back to the main group so that interested TI volunteers can support what JUFJ is doing on 

these issues.  JUFJ has offered to provide a specialized advocacy training for TI, which we plan 
(Continued on page 11) 



      

Nisan/Iyar 5781                       Tifereth Israel Menorah                          Page  11    

Social Action Programs - continued 

to organize for late April.   

In coordination with JUFJ, we are currently fo-

cusing on ways to influence the DC FY 2022 DC 

budget.  The mayor will present her budget on 

April 22 and the D.C. Council will consider the 

budget over the following four weeks or so, be-

fore beginning the Council’s votes on the budget 

at the end of May.  With that window in mind, we 

plan to meet in mid-April and will send infor-

mation about the date and time after Pesach.  

Rabbi Feinberg also suggested ways to support 

the parole reform movement; you can find out 

more here: https://www.interfaithactionhr.org/

federal_prisons_and_isolated_confinement. 

Last but not least, we plan to set up an action 

alert network of TI members interested in re-

sponding quickly to specific actions targeting so-

cial justice issues. For example, we expect to be 

asking for support for social justice priorities for 

the FY 2022 budget in late April and May.  

Join us! Please contact Franca Brilliant 

(fsbrilliant@gmail.com) or Bob Feron 

(bobferon@gmail.com) if you are interested in 

participating in any of the activities.  

– Franca Brilliant and Bob Feron 

Pesach Food Delivery Volunteers 

TI-ers set off to deliver food.  Photos by Gene Herman. 

Pesach Memories 

Paula Flicker:  My parents were separated, filed for divorce,  by Passover of my senior year of 

high school.  Faced with a Seder with just herself, one brother and me, my mother signed us up for 

some students from Ohio State University looking for a Seder.  Two or three students (can’t recall 

how many) came the first night.  They had so much fun that they came back for the second Seder.  

https://www.interfaithactionhr.org/federal_prisons_and_isolated_confinement
https://www.interfaithactionhr.org/federal_prisons_and_isolated_confinement
mailto:fsbrilliant@gmail.com
mailto:bobferon@gmail.com
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Mazal Tov to the Adult B’nai Mitzvah Class - David Cohen 

Torah reader 

photos by  

Jennifer Kefer 

I want to extend my congratulations and a hearty 
mazal tov to the adult b’nei mitzvah class who read 
the Torah  on March 6th so beautifully.   And kudos to 
their indefatigable tutor and mentor, Janet Nesse, for 
her leadership! 

It was truly inspiring to see the group, representing a 
wide range of ages, step up and chant so competently 
in what was probably for most, if not all, their first 
public Torah reading before the congregation.   It was 
proof of what a nurturing environment TI is, allowing 
members of different backgrounds and at different 
life stages to develop new skills and expand their ca-
pacity to participate in our services. 

I had the good fortune to come from an observant 
family, with a Hebrew-teaching mother, and the ad-
vantage of a day school education, so when Judy and I 
joined TI over 50 years ago, I already had a decent set 
of synagogue skills.  But in the ensuing years, with the 
encouragement and instruction of our rabbis, the 
help of fellow members, participation in various adult 
education classes and study groups – including some 

outside of TI – I was able to expand and enrich that 
skill set.   I learned to lead Shabbat and High Holiday 
services, improved my Torah and haftarah chanting, 
strengthened my Hebrew, explored Jewish and Israeli 
literature, and widened my knowledge of Torah and 
other Bible texts.  TI has inspired me to be a lifelong 
learner, and at 83 I find myself continuing to acquire 
new understanding of our amazing tradition and his-
tory. 

Judy, who had a much more limited Jewish education 
than I, also expanded her knowledge and skills at TI.  
She, too, learned to lead Shabbat and High Holiday 
services, and became so proficient at Torah and haf-
tarah chanting that she became a bar and bat mitzvah 
tutor, training over 60 students spanning two genera-
tions 

 So my wish for the b’nei mitzvah class is that this de-
but performance will be just the beginning of a ful-
filling learning process that will continue to enrich 
their lives and our synagogue community. Hazak, ha-
zak v’tithazeik! 
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The Tanakh 

Dr. Amy-Jill Levine (Professor of Jewish Studies, Vanderbilt University) explores the content, na-
ture, and meaning of the Tanakh -- starting with Bereshit and ending with Apocalyptic Literature. 
She discusses interesting or prominent passages from a cross-section of the genres in the Tanakh -
- including, myth, saga, law, proverb, military history, and love poetry -- using each passage as an 
example of how to apply a particular method of interpretation to the Bible. TI member Professor 
Allan Tulchin will facilitate post-lecture discussions.   https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/
great-course-the-tanach.html  

Sunday, April 11-- 10:30 am-12:15 pm • via Zoom (see TI calendar for link)  

Lecture 13: The Book of Judges, Part I (Judges 1–8) -- Judges is set c. 1200–1000, at the begin-
ning of the Iron Age. Individual tribal legends are combined in the Deuteronomic editorial frame-
work: the view that fidelity is rewarded and apostasy punished. Judges plays on traditional defini-
tions of the hero: tricksters like Ehud, mothers like Deborah, cowards like Gideon, tragic figures 
like Jephthah, and blockheads like Samson. 

Lecture 14:  The Book of Judges, Part II (Judges 8–21) --  Judges are charismatic leaders im-
bued by the spirit of God. In the second part of the Book of Judges, that the entire institution be-
gins to break down as the judges don’t immediately  receive the spirit or don’t receive it at all as 
they make rash vows. By the time we get to Samson, they are not even aware of what their divine 
commission is. 

Sunday, April 25 -- 10:30 am-12:15 pm • via Zoom (see TI calendar for link)  

Lecture 15:   Samuel and Saul (1 Samuel) -- While First Samuel repeatedly notes the need for the 
monarchy, it begins with the birth of Samuel and what looks like a very calm and pleasant society, 
as if somehow we’ve returned to the good old days when people were not being violated or 
killed. Saul’s introduction is a tad on the problematic side. 

Lecture 16: King David (1 Samuel 16–31, 2 Samuel, 1 Kings 1–2) -- David’s accession anticipates a 
period of tribal unification, prosperity, and peace with neighboring kingdoms; the royal grant by 
which the Deity adopts David and guarantees that his descendants will hold the throne of Israel in 
perpetuity (1 Sam. 7) appears to confirm his promise.  However, David’s own failures lead to famili-
al strife, civil war, and the bloody route to Solomon’s throne. 

Policy and Politics: New Directions in Federal Healthcare Policy 

Sunday, April 18 • 7:30 pm • via Zoom (see TI calendar for link) 

This panel of TI members explore new directions in federal healthcare policy under the Biden Ad-
ministration -- as specified in the American Rescue Plan and prospective legislation. Speakers: 
Stan Dorn (Senior Fellow, Families USA) and Jenny Bryant (Executive Vice President of Policy and 
Research, Pharmaceutical Research and Manufacturers of America). Moderator: Howard Gleck-
man (Senior Fellow, Urban Institute). 

Gevarim - Andrew Reamer  

https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/great-course-the-tanach.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/great-course-the-tanach.html
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https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/parent-shmooze.html
mailto:Titots@tifereth-israel.org
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April Yahrzeitn 

March 26 – 27 

4/1 Joseph Barron 

 Isaac Harris 

 Bernard Rosen 

4/2 Else Nielsen Carbaugh 

 Annie Dubin 

 Rae Krivo 

 Jacqueline Molovinsky 

 Celia Rothberg 

 Betty Ruth Saks 

 Juliette Silvera 

 Frieda Woll 

April 2 - 3 

4/3         Daniel Anker 
                 Dorothy Bessie Berstein 
 Harry Miles Cohen 

 Sally Dugan 

 Abraham Flicker 

 Frank Frankel 

 Janet "Jennie" Kessin 

 Bert Stoller 

 Alice Woll 

4/4         Ida Benson 
 Joy Greisen 

 Joseph James Rofrano 

 Benjamin Roth 

4/5 Hannah Abelman 

 Clara Garner 

 Lillian Goldman 

 Henry Keimowitz 

 Samuel Mickelson 

 Morris Nevin 

4/6         Lena Bulman 
                 Samuel Zimmerman 
4/7         Joseph Boyars 
                  Sarah Brown 
                  Abraham Lincoln Hess 
4/8          Helene Lourie Buchman 
                 Julia Drake 

 Cyrus Samuel Fischer 
 Morton Gold 
 Jacob Markel 
 Monice Mendelson 
 Florence Olshvang 
 Louis Widome 
4/9        Isadore "Izzy" Birnbaum 
 Max Jewler 
 Mae Klein 
 Lena Schiller 
 Richard Secular 
 Hyman Shulman 
 Lena Tulchin 
 Dulcie Voisin 
April 10 - 11 

4/10 Arlene Rothman 
                    Bangilsdorf 
 Emilie Boyers 
 Fannye Katzman 
 Joan Klein 
 Alfred L. Schwartz 
 Abe Weissbrodt 
4/11 Rachel (Ray) Cohen 

 Sarah Eidenbaum 

 Morris Krakover 

 Florence Levenbaum 

 Ida Gordon Rod 

 Ida Silverman Shuster 

 Myrna Sullivan 

4/12 David Brooks 

 Israel Kruger 

 Harry Meltzer 

4/13 Michael Berch 

 Pauline M. Gross 

 Gussie Isicson 

 Arnold Kritz 

 Anne L. Landau 

 Dorothy Yoffey Naftalin 

 Marjorie Rosenthal 

4/14 Alice D. Abramson 

 Sarah Bachman 
 Tess Cogen 
 Bessie Hayman 
 Morris Krakow 
 Mildred Landay 
 Libby Mead 
 Fannie Sidman 
 Frieda Weissman 
4/15 Laura S. Berch 
 Kathy Davidson 
 Sue  Hoffman 
 Stanley Gerald Jeweler 
 Percy Marcus 
 Deborah Reitberg 
 Benjamin Rosenthal 
 William A. Schainker 
 Steven Schlesinger 
4/16 Bernard Cohen 
 Samuel Leidman 
 Sara Marks 
 Morris Pincus 
 Sonia B. Steppa 
April 16 - 17 

4/17 Miriam Barshefsky 
 Abraham Danenberg 
 Anne Franks 
 Isaac Kahn 
 Shirley Sternstein 
4/18 Herman H. Baum 
 Anne Berenter 
 Joseph Cherner 
 Louis Jacob Hollander 
 Michael Alan Kornstein 
 Joseph Mulitz 
 Selma Saxe  
4/19 Ziegmund Freifeld 
 Marion Yetta Gilman 
 Rabbi Mel Glazer 
 Jennie Leonard 
 Jane Schwartz 

(Continued on page 17) 

Editor’s note:  We list upcoming yahrzeitn based on ShulCloud records, under the Shabbat dates when the 
name is recited and  by the yahrzeit date.  
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April Yahrzeitn continued 

 Elsa Temple 
 Morton Temsky 
4/20 Rosalie Finkelstein 
 Ethel K. Roads 
 Joseph Rod 
4/21 Pearl Pauline Berenter 
 Sarah Berlin 
 Benjamin Bojankosky 
 Sadie Kaplan 
4/22 D. Lilian Peterman 
 Sam Simler 
 Rubin Turner 
 Annie Wagshal 
4/23 Susan Lea Brown 

 Alan H. Mehler 

 Irving Reamer 

 Sidney Rothenberg 

April 23 – 24 

4/24 Samuel Cohen 

 Rosalind Starrels 
     Greenwald 
 Adeline Hoosin Milton 
4/25 Max Louis Friedman 
 Celia Meltzer 
 Mary Shankman 
 Florence "Babe"  
             Unterweger 
4/26 Erwin Alpern 
 Hyman J. Baker 
 Harold Cohen 
 Abraham Katz 
 Marcella Rothenberg 
4/27 Samuel Alterman 
 Joseph Axelrod 
 Seymour E. Kabaker 
 Louis Klaben 
 Morris Kreps 
 Dorothy Waller Stone 
 Robert Stone 

 Sadie Temsky 
4/28 Evelyn Raphael Flug 
 Joe Grabia 
 Ruthellen Holtz 
 Richard Herbert Le Vine 
 Fanny Lounsbury 
 Leo Arie Penn 
 Sarah B. Tenn 
4/29 Sarah Friedman 
 Abraham Kalmus 
 Mary Mintz 
4/30 Susie Abramowitz 
 Selma Bokor 
 Sidney A. Cohen 
 Paul Greenberg 
 Benjamin B. Siegel 
 Janet Spector 
 

 

https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/nosh--drash1.html
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Lifelong Learning Lowdown: April 2021 - Rina Rebibo 

While we have many events planned for April, there are two events that have exciting announcements. The 
first is Nosh & Drash will be going outside & in-person! On April 8th, TI teens are invited to meet Rabbi Wer-
bow in the Plaza in Downtown Silver Spring for an hour of Torah discussion and some Ben & Jerry’s ice 
cream!  To reserve a cone, teens must register here: https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/nosh--
drash1.html 

This past month we welcomed Jules Polonetsky who gave us some great tips to keeping our data secure. 
This month, our very own Rabbi Sarah Meytin will be facilitating our Parent Shmooze 2.0 at a special time. 
Normally at 9:00 PM this months shmooze will be at 7:30 PM. Sarah will be speaking about Parenting in 
COVID times and maintaining balance: - what should stay and what can we let go of? For more information: 
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/parent-shmooze.html 

As we move through April the LLL committees will be meeting to discuss next years plans. If you are inter-
ested in getting involved in the Tot Committee or other Youth programming, please email rina@tifereth-
israel.org for meeting information.   

The 8th grade Hebrew class (Dori Kefer, Boaz Levone and Charlotte Goldberg) meeting for 

their Sunday morning lesson with Meir Rebibo, their teacher.    They are learning about the Holocaust 

using the book Maus ,and creating their own Tikkun Olam project.   Photo by Kim Levone. 

https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/nosh--drash1.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/nosh--drash1.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/parent-shmooze.html
mailto:rina@tifereth-israel.org
mailto:rina@tifereth-israel.org


      

Nisan/Iyar 5781                       Tifereth Israel Menorah                          Page  19    

Pesach Memories 
Andrea Kline:  Pesach as a child- my mother 

was one of 11. She held the first seder at our 

house. Every uncle (her brothers) would say 

Kiddush separately. There were 8 uncles but 

not all lived close enough to attend - still lots 

of extra kiddushes . 

http://bit.ly/TiferethIsraelLive
https://www.jcouncil.org/events/2021-community-wide-yom-hashoah-commemoration?emci=f6a3e20a-c77d-eb11-85aa-00155d43c992&emdi=7932f494-dc7d-eb11-85aa-00155d43c992&ceid=79148
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Milton students were invited to sing at the virtual Seder held by Second Gentleman Douglas Emhoff.  

Tzurielle Shashoua and Azaria Hileman-Shashoua took part.  Photo by Jennifer Kefer. 

https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/great-course-the-tanach.html
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-  Kol Nashim Book Group - Jessica Weissman 

The KN book group met on March 16th to discuss 

The Family: a Journey into the Heart of the Twentieth 

Century by David Laskin.   This is a work of history, 

tracing the lives and differing fates of three 

branches of the author’s own family over the 

course of the previous century.   Most attendees 

appreciated the author’s focus on creating a coher-

ent story with themes and a through line, in con-

trast to  Family Papers, which we read in January. 

Our next reading is a novel called The Extra, by A.B. 

Yehoshua, a novel centering on an Israeli harpist 

who has been living and playing in an orchestra 

abroad, but must return to Israel after her father’s 

death to help her brother take care of things in the 

aftermath.  She is forced to reconcile her very 

mixed feelings about Israel, her family, and a few 

other relationships. 

The book group is open to everyone who enjoys 

reading and talking about books.  There’s no abso-

lute requirement to have finished the book or even 

started it.  However, we make no commitment to 

avoid spoilers. 

We meet April 20th at 7:30 over Zoom.  If you are 

not on the evite list, please contact Janice Mehler 

(contact information in the TI directory) to be add-

ed.  RSVPs are not absolutely necessary until we go 

back to meeting at members’ houses, but being on 

the list gets you timely reminders and an email 

with the Zoom link. 

Our May reading is  Reza Aslan's God: a Human His-

tory.  This is a comprehensive history and explora-

tion of how the human concept of God developed 

through many religions and many years.  
Funeral Practices Committee 

Always On-Call 
 

Chaverim of the Funeral Practices Committee 
are on call to provide counsel and services to 
synagogue members and their dependents.  
 
In the event of a death, before contacting the 
funeral home please contact one of the following 
chaverim or the TI  office (202-882-1605).  
 
 Shelly Heller         h: 301-942-1836 
                    w: 202-994-5906 
                  c:  301-996-2704 
 
 Marcia Goggin      w: 301-754-1963 
                  c:  301.792.1063  
 
 Bruce Heppen      h: 301-299-3255 
                  c: 202-997-1890 
                  w: 703-417-8983 
  
  Naomi Revzin       h: 301-765 6272 
                  c:  301-435.6272 

tel:301-299-3255
tel:202-997-1890
tel:703-417-8983
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/full-moon-hike4.html
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Like most of you, I miss the Shabbos flow that existed before COVID. I miss sitting behind Judy and David 

or in front of Rich. I miss reading the commentary during the Torah reading, I miss chatting with Avis at 

the Kiddush, I miss the calm.  

When Iris first began a zoom alternative, I logged on. I tried, I did, but sitting at my desk, watching the 

monitor just didn’t work for me. It wasn’t different from my weekends even that early in the pandemic! 

Even before, I was “oys-gezoomt” from hours with students figuring out online class or with colleagues 

completing meetings or even with the GenCyber day camp. So, I thought, maybe if I turn off the monitor 

and just listen, it could work. It was a tad better, but I was still tempted away from the service– to organize 

my desk, to get a coffee, to sneak a peak at who had joined.  

The “aha” moment was that I thought, I’ll log on using my phone and go for a walk. So I have been, since 

late spring, walking on Shabbos morning. I dial the phone connection close to 9:30, and go out the front 

door. By the time I hear Mark Berch begin his Torah ‘spark’ I am turning into Sligo Creek Park trail. By the 

time I am between Forest Glen and Colesville Road, the haftorah has begun. Just as I reach the farthest 

point and I am homeward bound, the drash is being presented. And, unless the davening is unusually fast 

or I am unusually slow, just as Adon Olam begins – I am at my front door.  

It’s not the Shabbos I used to know, but it works for me.  

Shabbos is now separate from the weekday routine. The cycle of the year – bar and bat mitzvah and spe-

cial shabbatot are a joy. The standout has to be Cantors Helzer and Paul davening along the Sligo Path – 

joyous.  I enjoy the ability to focus on the davening. Now I never am too late to hear Diana daven. I am 

learning more and more of the service by heart. My Hebrew is much better as I do not have the support of 

text in front of me. Sometimes the drash and my walk resonate is strange ways – walking past the back-

yards of homes along the path and listening to Pierre’s comments about the fishpond made me crane my 

neck to see if any had such a pond. Sometimes I want to comment or question, but there is no way to easily 

raise my hand (thanks to those who responded to my after Shabbos emails).  

I’ve come to know Tiers in new ways. I recognize most by their voices – Carla, Stan, Dov, Judy, David, 

Cynthia and of course Diana. Some are new and I have to really listen to the “yasher koach” from the Rab-

bi to learn a new one – it’s sort of like asking someone around me –‘who is that, that just walked in?” 

There are some nice surprises. I daven along, learning more and more 

of the service by heart. Once while davening in what I thought was a 

sotto voce, the person passing me said “Shabbat Shalom”!  The nearly 2 

hour trek is no longer exhausting, though I am still challenged to join in 

Sim Shalom on that last upward hill but I am in full voice on the down-

ward side.  And I notice the world – I watched the leaves bud and leaf 

out and change color and fall and I saw crocuses and robins today. 

Yes, there are challenges. First – the weather. It is hard to venture out 

in the cold or the rain. But I am determined and my face mask has ear-

muffs attached and I have raingear (which thankfully I have only had to 

use once). Sometimes the sound isn’t perfect, only once did my battery 

fail me. Again, I wish sometimes I could comment, but oh well. And 
(Continued on page 23) 

It’s not a pre-COVID Shabbos, but….  Shelly Heller 



      

Nisan/Iyar 5781                       Tifereth Israel Menorah                          Page  23    

Donations 

A.NATHAN ABRAMOWITZ FUND 

 Sandra Teplin     

ANNUAL APPEAL 2020/2021 (5781)  

 Seth Grimes & Franca Brilliant     

GENERAL DONATION  

                   In Honor Of 

John & Marcia Goggin              Purim Gift Bags 

                   In Memory Of 

Jon Alterman & Katherine     Daniel Zodikoff 
   LaRiviere  

Lisa DeVos              Vladimir Miskinyants 

Myrna Goldman           Lorraine Berman 

Joshua & Francesca        Vladimir Miskinyants 
   Kranzberg 

Howard & Barbara White     Arthur Lemberg 

MARCIA F. GOLDBERG FUND   

                   In Memory Of 

David & Janice Mehler            Rose B. Maisel 

MOLLIE BERCH LIBRARY FUND   

                   In Memory Of 

Diana & James Zurer             Lillian Kronstadt 

YAHRZEIT DONATIONS   

                   In Memory Of 

Rabbi A. Nathan & Barbara    G. Irving Hillson 
    Abramowitz  

David & Felice (Pinky)       Lenore Anderson 
    Anderson  

Larry Baizer & Elaine Lewis    Sylvia Baizer 

                  In Memory Of 

Leonard & Joy Baxt       Fannye Katzman 

Lionel Cherry            Mildred Cherry 

George & Sue Driesen     Irving Driesen 

Ernie Englander          Hyman Shulman 

Eliot Goldberg & Traci            Michael Goldberg 
   Kammer Goldberg 

Bruce & Malka Kutnick     Esther Kutnick 

Bruce & Malka Kutnick     Aaron Kutnick 

Elihu Leifer             Daniel I. Leifer 

Elihu Leifer             Sheila Leifer 

Eric Leifer & Valerie Ezrin   Sheila Leifer 

Joseph & Paula Martin     Elizabeth McDonald 

Elaine Miller            David Lewis Miller 

Andrew Reamer          Ethlyn Youdovitch  
                         Reamer 

Elliot Rosen & Sharon      Joseph Braverman, Rose 
    Cohen                                 Braverman, Sarah Rosen 

Irene Rosen            Harry Berger 

Lawrence & Pearl Schainker William Schainker 

Sylvia Feig Schlitt         Hilda Pastor 

David Silber & Eileen Rose  Aaron Michael Silber 

David Silber & Eileen Rose  Morris Eleazer Silber 

David Silber & Eileen Rose  Ethel Silber 

Jack Stone & Wilma Brier   Etta Shatkin Brier 

Sandy Pittle Tucker       Louis Pittle 

Michael & Marion Usher    Harry Moses Lazar 

Susan Vitale & Henry Levin  Julia Mohn Vitale Drake 

Devra & Avi Weiss        Michael Goldberg 

Devra & Avi Weiss        Goldie Goldberg 

Cynthia & Alan Weitz      Charlotte Gottlieb 

Diana & James Zurer      Alice Woll 

Diana & James Zurer      Frieda Woll  

break-out groups don’t work as well. It took me a 

while to realize I could unmute myself via phone, 

but outside noise makes it hard to hear and of 

course, I can tell who is on the call.  And, I must ad-

mit the straight from the refrigerator, self-serve 

Kiddush is a distant second to the TI kiddush. 

One Shabbos afternoon I went to visit my mom, 

who at that time was nearing 100. She opened the 

door, wearing a skirt and blouse, hose and shoes. 

“Where are you going Mom?” I asked. “Well”, she 

said, It’s Shabbos you know.”  Well, now I do know 

what she meant. 

Shabbat – can’t wait to see you, panim el panim,  in 

shul. 

It’s not a pre-COVID Shabbos, but….  continued 



        

   April 2021                              Tifereth Israel Menorah                                    Page  24           

COVID Commemoration 

On March 15th TI held a COVID anniversary commemoration.  Photos by Jeff Peterman or as noted. 

Photo by Melanie Gross Greenfield 
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B’nai Mitzvah 

Once upon a time, there was a girl named Miriam Turner, whose 
father’s parents joined TI in 1974. Miriam liked art, reading, and 
wacky things like odd or disturbing fairy tales. Miriam enjoyed 
spending time with friends, skiing, swimming, and going on RV 
trips with her family. 

And then the COVID monster attacked! And all of her wonderful 
and wacky plans went out the door. Like, literally, they just left. 
Except that they stayed home because there was a pandemic. At 
that moment, something new came into her life: her Bat Mitzvah. 
It stood over her and pronounced her fate. 

“I am on April 24th,” it said in a booming voice. “I will be in person 
but masked in the parking lot of Milton, where you go to school! 
And I will take over your life! Bwahahahaha!” 

“But what about my service project,” Miriam wailed. “I can’t do it 
during COVID!” 

Her Bat Mitzvah bent over so it was looking her straight in the 
eye and said, “Do it… LATER!”  

“My plans! They’re ruined! I was going to help alleviate food inse-
curity by bringing food to those who cannot afford it,” com-
plained Miriam. “What shall I do?” 

COVID, looking through the window at their conversation, laughed to itself. The stench of hand sanitizer 
wafted by. “I have ruined her middle school experience,” gloated COVID. “She will look back on 7th grade with 
such lovely ennui!” COVID texted its friend Zoom in glee. 

Miriam watched this and shrugged it off. “I’m going to go do something creative, like paint or knit or bake 
some cupcakes or write a story or something else I enjoy.” She walked away, deep in thought, planning how to 
make the world better through art and food. 

The End 

My name is Bella Gotthelf, and my Bat Mitzvah is April 10th. My para-

shah is Shimini. The parashah is interesting to me because I am a vege-

tarian. Shimini describes many of the laws of being kosher for the Jew-

ish People. I think it is important to think about what you are eating. 

I am in seventh grade at Silver Creek Middle School. Pam Summers is 

my Bat Mitzvah tutor. I appreciate her help in learning the Torah and 

Haftorah portions as well as the Torah service, and working on a dvar 

Torah with me.  I am excited to celebrate this special day with my family 

and friends. 
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The Other Zion - Simcha Kuritzky 

Herzl credits his creation of modern Zionism on anti-Semitism.  While the stimulus seemed to be the ha-
tred of Jews evident in the French mobs that watched Dreyfus stripped of rank in 1895, it was quite clear 
that Herzl’s prime motivation was to save the millions of Jews in Czarist Russia.  An exodus was already 
underway, and there were even attempts at founding Jewish colonies in the U.S., Canada, and Argentina, 
but there was also prejudice against Jews in those countries.  Herzl wanted Jews to be the masters of their 
own fate, and so held the first Zionist Congress in 1897, which founded the Zionist Organization. 

The ZO’s first crisis came in 1903, when England offered the Jews land in what is now Kenya (called the 
“Uganda Proposal”).  Herzl supported the proposal as an initial step towards establishing a Jewish state in 
Eretz Israel.  When the Zionist Organization rejected this proposal in 1905 after Herzl's death, many of 
their members left to form the Independent Territorial Organization, which approved of settlement out-
side the Land of Israel.  There were a few other serious proposals for Jewish homelands, but only one ever 
got the official sanction of a national government. 

The Soviet Union had more Jews than any other country and was ardently anti-Zionist, banning the Zionist 
Organization in 1924.  The Kremlin's response to the need for a Jewish homeland was to set aside Birobi-
jan (Birobidzhan), 14,000 acres of mountain, forest and flood plain next to Manchuria, for the Jews.  The 
Trans-Siberian and Chinese Eastern railways had opened up the area for immigration in the 1890s.  Over 
10,000 Jews moved to Manchuria (Harbin in particular) to escape, first the Czar, and then the Russian Rev-
olution.  When the first Jewish settlers arrived in Birobijan in 1928, it was designated the Jewish National 
District.  Over 20,000 had moved there by 1934, when it was promoted to the Jewish Autonomous Region 
(JAR) or Oblast (JAO).  This number doubled as Jewish refugees fled there from fascism and World War 
Two.  Stalin had planned to force the millions of Soviet Jews to move there as part of his anti-Jewish cam-
paign (which included the murders of Yiddish poets in 1952), but his death prevented that.  Jews were al-
ways a minority in Birobijan, as the economy never developed much beyond subsistence agriculture.  To-
day there are about 10,000 Jews, almost 6% of the population.  Yiddish is one of the official languages of 
the JAR and is being revived as a spoken language there, and businesses are closed on Jewish holidays.  A 
new synagogue was dedicated in 2002. 

There are few mementos of the alternative Zion.  I managed to find and buy an unissued 48x57mm buff 
card printed for the Birobijan baths in the 1930s good for one ruble.  At the top is Adult in Yiddish and Rus-
sian.  In the top section of the box is Yiddish for Birobijan Bath and Laundry Combined.  The lower section 
of the box has both Yiddish and Russian for Control / ticket number / Price R. 1.  It is not clear if the ticket 
is for having one's clothes laundered, taking a steam bath, or using a mikvah. 

 

https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/congregational-budget-meeting.html
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The Other Zion - continued 

One memento is readily available.  In 1992, Canada issued a set of 25 cent coins, one for each province or 
territory.  The U.S. followed suit with our Statehood Quarters series from 1998-2009.  The Russian Federa-
tion started a series of 27mm 10 ruble coins commemorating notable towns and oblasts in 2002.  The JAO’s 
turn came on its 75th anniversary in 2009.  The bimetallic coin has a copper-nickel inner piece surrounded 
by a brass ring.  The commemorative side has Russian Federation at top and Jewish Autonomous Oblast 
below (the Russian for Jewish is clearly based on the term Hebrew).  The standard side has the denomina-
tion 10 rubles with a latent image as an anti-counterfeiting device in the zero, Bank Russia above and 2009 
below.  Like many of the provincial and statehood quarters, the Russian 10 rubles were modified by private 
companies for use in jewelry or to make them more attractive to non-collectors.  The one shown above was 
painted.  The coat of arms shows a blue and white striping similar to a tallit and Israel’s flag at top and bot-
tom, with a green background (images I’ve seen elsewhere show the Oblast’s shield with a light blue back-
ground.)  Rather than a hexagram or Magen David, the shield has a Siberian tiger walking right but facing 
the viewer.  This subspecies is known in Russian as the Amurski tiger, as they are only found along the Amur 
River in eastern Siberia, near Birobijan.  The original coins are readily available for around $10. 

Deborah and Marshall Skolnick Einhorn recently moved to the area from Boston drawn by Deborah’s new 
job, but it was to Marshall’s home they were moving. It’s a big family win-win.  

Deborah, who grew up in New Haven, is the new Head of 
School of the Milton Gottesman Jewish Day School of the Na-
tion’s Capital (“Milton” for short or, for old-timers, “JPDS”), 
which is just down 16th Street from TI. Deborah previously ran 
a masters program in education at Hebrew College in Boston.  

Marshall is the CEO of Maccabi USA, the Jewish sports organi-
zation. Working remotely, he is busy helping plan many online 
events, as well as for the next Maccabiah games in Israel. 
Those will be held in July 2022, delayed one year by the pan-
demic. Before that he was the head of the Hillel that serves 
Brown University and the Rhode Island School of Design.  

As noted, this is a homecoming for Marshall, in more ways than 
one. He grew up living in the Woodside Park neighborhood of Silver Spring, and his family were active 
members of TI. Marshall had his Bar Mitzvah at TI, with Rabbi Abramowitz, and he and Deborah had their 
pre-wedding aufruf at TI in 2001, with Rabbi Seidel. Marshall noted that some of the parents of his child-
hood shul friends remain at TI, like the Whites and the Hermans. He describes himself as a proud graduate 
of the Jerry Goldberg School of Hagbah (gabbaim, take note).  

The Skolnick Einhorns, who met as students at Tufts, have three children, Elana (age 15), Ari (13), and Shira 
(10). They enjoy sports and, so far at least, remain big fans of Boston sports teams. Of local historic sports 
interest, Deborah pointed out that Marshall is a member of the JDS athletic hall of fame, for his high school 
basketball prowess. The family now lives in Shepherd Park, very close to the Werbows, and during this 
pandemic time have enjoyed exploring nearby Rock Creek Park. Marshall has fond memories of TI tashlich 
walks there, including the potluck (and touch football game) that followed at the home of Lillian Kronstadt 
of blessed memory. The family has so far enjoyed the feeling of the TI community, and appreciated receiv-
ing the mishloach manot package for Purim.  

Welcome to the Skolnick Einhorns! 

New Members  - Jared Garelick 
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https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/shabbat-morning-service-zoom1.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/zoom-dalah-hava-dalah-zoom3.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/shabbat-morning-boost.html

