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From the President: Sylvia Horwitz 

The health of our environment is very much on my mind 
as we approach Sukkot. This holiday, associated with the 
harvest and Earth’s bounty, is a beautiful time to reflect 
on how we all depend upon a healthy and reliable envi-
ronment. I’m not the only one whose thoughts are turning 
to our environment at this time of year. Over the week-
end of October 3-4 – when the Sukkot holiday falls –  
Interfaith Power and Light (DC, MD & NoVA), Faith Alli-
ance for Climate Solutions, and Virginia Interfaith Power 
& Light have scheduled their program, “Climate in the 
Pulpits / on the Bimah / in the Minbar – Fall 2020.” We will hear from our own 

Carla Ellern at services on October 3.  
(Continued on page 3) 

From the Rabbi: Rabbi Michael Werbow 

A story is told of a simple shepherd, who every day would offer his personal pray-
er to God: “God, I love you so much, that if you were here, I would give you half 
of my sheep. If it was raining and you were cold, I would share my blanket with 

you.”  

One day a great rabbi was walking by the field. He heard the shepherd praying. 
He ran up to him, and said angrily, “Do you call that praying? Are you kidding? 
What would God do with your sheep? Of what use would a blanket be to God? 
Come, let me show you to pray properly before you further desecrate God’s holy 
name!” The rabbi got out a siddur, and gave a brilliant lec-
ture on the structure and meaning of the various prayers. He 

explained to the poor shepherd what he should say.  

As soon as the rabbi left, the shepherd sat there dumb-
founded. He didn’t understand a word of it. What he did 
know was that the rabbi was quite upset that his prayers 

were not proper. So he stopped praying.  

Fortunately for the shepherd, there is more to this story. God 
noticed the silence, and said “What happened to the beau-
tiful prayers of my humble shepherd?” He decided to send 
an angel down to go and find out what was wrong. The angel found the shepherd, 
and the shepherd told him the whole story of his meeting with the rabbi. The angel 
said, “The rabbi is incorrect. Your prayers are exactly what God wants to hear 

and God is saddened by their absence.”  

The shepherd happily went back to his prayers, and God happily listened. 
(Continued on page 2) 
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--------------------------- 

We are deep in the thick of the holidays. Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur have passed and Sukkot is on the 
horizon. In this space, I want to make note of a particular incident from Rosh Hashanah. As those who were in 
the service noticed, some of our Shofar blowers ran into difficulty with the technology. The microphones they 
were using and the settings of the program, made it so 

From the Rabbi - continued 
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their beautiful blasts were not heard by the congre-

gation. 

Was this frustrating? Yes! Did it ruin the service? Not 

for me! 

When we say the Shma, we cover our eyes so we 
can really listen and pay attention. I found this expe-
rience to be the opposite. Sometimes, when we are 
so focused on listening, we don’t pay attention to 

looking. 

When I really looked at the screen, I could see each 
and every note that our shofar blowers were blow-
ing. Tikiyah looked different than Shvarim which 
looked different than T’ruah and certainly different 
than a Tikiyah Gedolah. Instead of hearing the 

notes, I saw the notes. 

In addition, I also saw people, who practiced and 
who put themselves out there to be shelichim, emis-
saries, for the prayers of the community. When 
someone serves as a Shaliach and does it with good 
intention, the best of their ability and great love for 

the community, it is a success no matter what.  

This goes for so many other things in our congrega-
tion as well. Many people gave of their time and 
energy to get things ready for the holidays. Some 
were apparent and out in the open and some were 
behind the scenes. This goes for our congregants and 

for our staff alike.  

Was everything perfect? No! Were there glitches 
and bumps along the way? Yes! Was everything 
done the way you would have done it? No! Did peo-

ple give from their heart? Yes! 

It was appreciated by the leadership of the congre-
gation. It was appreciated by the other congregants 
and it was appreciated by God who would have 

been saddened without these efforts. 

Thanks to everyone for the heart and soul they put 

into things for TI and Chag Sameyach! 

 

Rabbi Werbow 

mailto:info@tifereth-israel.org
mailto:mwerbow@tifereth-israel.org
mailto:eseidel@tifereth-israel.org
mailto:Sylvia.ticong@gmail.com
mailto:tiexec@tifereth-israel.org
mailto:sheri@tifereth-israel.org
mailto:rina@tifereth-israel.org
mailto:delanie@tifereth-israel.org
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From the President - continued 

The news is replete with stories of how integral our 
environment is to our daily lives and how what we 
humans do affect our environment. The raging wild-
fires in the West and more frequent, powerful storms 

in the oceans are only the most obvious examples. 

But we can act to bring about positive changes. As I 
mentioned at the end of my last column, we now 
have an operating solar array on TI’s roof. If you 
want to see how much is being produced on any giv-
en day, you can check it out here:  https://
enlighten.enphaseenergy.com/pv/public_systems/

XmRE1919079/overview?preview=1 

We also recently co-sponsored a program hosted by 
the Chevy Chase United Methodist Church that fo-
cused on the overwhelming amount of plastic pro-
duced and circulating in our local and global envi-
ronment. The program included the opportunity to 
see the documentary, “The Story of Plastic,” and to 
hear a panel discuss how we in this area can reduce 
the amount of plastic we contribute to this ever-

growing problem.  

If you didn’t sign up for the program, but would be 
interested in having TI screen the film, please let me 
or Carla know. I found it to be really well done, in-
teresting, and highly informative. Plastic pollution is a 

huge problem that needs to be addressed on a gov-
ernmental scale, but there are things that each of us 

can do. 

One of those opportunities to do something is coming 
up on November 1. The TI Green and Social Action 
Committees are together holding a Rock Creek clean
-up event. We need lots of TI volunteers to come out 
on that Sunday to help clean up Rock Creek by col-
lecting trash – much of it plastic – that washes into 
the creek and onto the banks in large part because 
of stormwater runoff and storm drains that discharge 

into Rock Creek.  

This will be a TI-led event, under the auspices of Rock 
Creek Conservancy. Not only will this be a chance to 
do something constructive for our local environment, it 
will be an opportunity to be outside (socially dis-
tanced and wearing masks of course) with other Ti-
ers! Additional information about this event will be 
forthcoming from the Green and Social Action Com-

mittees.  

Wishing you a Happy Sukkot 

 חג שמח

Sylvia 

This rainbow appeared 

over Bethesda during 

Neilah.   

Photo by Jen Kefer 

https://enlighten.enphaseenergy.com/pv/public_systems/XmRE1919079/overview?preview=1
https://enlighten.enphaseenergy.com/pv/public_systems/XmRE1919079/overview?preview=1
https://enlighten.enphaseenergy.com/pv/public_systems/XmRE1919079/overview?preview=1
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https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event---sukkot---5781/2020.html
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Volunteer Spotlight - Jared Garelick 

Judah Flum spent the last few months organizing 

TI’s shofar blowing events in the community as well 

as at Rosh Hashanah services, teaching new shofar 

blowers, and blowing the shofar himself at numerous 

events. Now that he has had a chance to catch his 

breath, it is a good time to ask him about the 

experience.  

Judah relates that during the 

summer, when it became increasingly 

clear that the continuing pandemic 

would preclude normal in-person 

High Holiday services, he felt 

dispirited. It seemed that it would be 

a lost holiday season. Then Rabbi 

Werbow, newly arrived, suggested 

the need to get out into the 

community, in an appropriately 

socially distanced manner. The idea 

of shofar blowings in the community 

was born. If people could not come 

to TI, TI would come to where the 

people are, at least in one small way.  

A popular success, TI shofar blowers were out in at 

least one location on every day, other than 

Shabbat, during the month of Elul, the traditional 

period of preparing for the High Holidays. Mae 

Cooper and Membership VP Sara Goldberg helped 

organize the events and find locations. Using 

Google maps, locations were identified in areas 

where clusters of TI members live. Some 

neighborhoods in the District with a growing 

population of young Jewish residents were also 

targeted, building awareness of TI in those places. 

Judah recruited shofar blowers for the effort and 

did a lot of blowing himself – he did 18 of the 

shofar blowing events.  

He also taught a new cohort of shofar blowers, 

giving a class on Zoom. Some of his shofar students 

went from total beginners to performance ready in 

one season. In addition to the events in the 

community, Judah coordinated the shofar blowing 

for the second day of Rosh Hashanah (the first day 

was Shabbat, so sadly no shofar) including at the 

afternoon tashlich walk.  

Judah found the experience inspirational. While he 

had blown shofar many times before, he had never 

learned much about its symbolism. In preparing to 

teach and organize others, Judah explored 

information about the shofar on the 

internet and took an on-line class 

offered by Hadar, deepening his 

understanding of the shofar 

ceremony. He now finds meaning in 

the different notes, which suggest to 

him a call to awaken, and progress 

from a twisted path to a 

breakthrough straight ahead.   

Of course, Judah did none of this 

alone. He stresses that many people 

helped organize these events and to 

publicize them, and especially thanks 

everyone who blew shofar at the 

community events and on Rosh 

Hashanah. Top thanks go to Judah’s wife, Lisa Itkin, 

who helped arrange household life around the 

shofar events throughout Elul. 

Judah enjoyed the community events and the 

opportunity, after so much life on-line, to engage 

with so many TI members face to (masked) face. A 

side benefit to him was the reminder of what a nice 

area we live in. The events were generally held in 

neighborhood parks, and he was surprised by the 

varied charms of these pleasant local places.  

Learning from Judah’s example, if you’ve been 

bored at home, get outside and enjoy your local 

park, or a park in another neighborhood for a 

change of scenery. Call a friend or another TI 

member and meet, distantly, in the park near them. 

And find some way to help TI or other people in 

even some small way. That was one of the messages 

hidden in the shofar’s notes this year. 

Thank you Judah! 

Photo by Gayke Hope 



        

   October 2020                              Tifereth Israel Menorah                                    Page  8           

After she died, I went to where the women were 
walking.  They arrived by foot, by train, by bike, 
by car, some using scooter or skates, but all of them 
walking to get to the Supreme Court that evening.  
And I was walking, walking up the Metro stairs, 
walking up the sidewalk, up and on until I could see 
the pillared building, lit up, and see all the people 
gathered to remember Ruth.  Justice Ginsburg.  Born 
Joan Ruth Bader in Brooklyn New York, she grew up 
to become one of the finest feminists, changing the 
world and transforming the rules that in the past 

made women less than full citizens.  

I went to a place of mourning and memory, stood in 
front of the Court building, and heard so many 
speak praise of this woman. There was music, a fe-
male choir sang While I Run this Race, Change Gon-
na Come, and a stunning medley of Go Down Mo-
ses/Wade in the Water. Then there was a woman 
cantor who led us through a call and response of 
the Havdallah blessing and the irresistible lai-lai-
lais that season it. The eloquent Rabbi Esther Little-
man from the Council of Jewish women said “She 
helped lead us into tomorrow,” the exemplary Kelly 
Robinson of Planned Parenthood said “I needed 
you with me tonight,” and that was just what I felt.  
They were followed by the perspicacious Ana Mar-
tinez from CASA, the fiery Senator Elizabeth War-
ren, vowing it was an honor to fight with us for 
RBG’s legacy. I cried my way through the Kaddish 

led by Cantor Jason Kauffman.   

Many people saw my yarmulke (from Beryl Alma 
Cecilia Hovis Afflerbach’s Bat Mitzvah in 2013 at 
TI) and said “Shana Tovah.”  RBG never was al-

lowed a Bat Mitzvah, but that change did come . . .  

You can watch all of it on YouTube.  Search for 
"Supporters of Justice Ginsburg hold a vigil in her 
honor Sept 19, 2020 (live streamed)".  I can’t recall 
all of it, but I was comforted and inspired and 
deeply delighted that most of the crowd was 

young. 

At a 2004 event commemorating the Shoah in DC, 
our Ruth explained that “my heritage as a Jew and 
my occupation as a judge fit together symmetrical-
ly. The demand for justice runs through the entirety 
of Jewish history and Jewish tradition. I take pride 
in and draw strength from my heritage, as signs in 
my chambers attest: a large silver mezuzah on my 
door post, gift from the Shulamith School for Girls in 
Brooklyn; on three walls, in artists’ renditions of He-
brew letters, the command from Deuterono-
my: ‘Tzedek, tzedek, tirdof’ – ‘Justice, justice shall 

you pursue.’ “ 

Julie Cohen, co-director of the 2018 documen-
tary “RBG,” said Justice Ginsburg couldn’t reconcile 
the discrimination in Orthodox practice, especially 
that women didn’t count as part of a minyan. “It 
made her feel like women really didn’t count,” Co-
hen said in an interview published on Sept. 19 in 
Israel’s Haaretz. Yet she identified proudly as  a 
Jew, and her childhood Conservative synagogue 
clearly influenced her desire to contribute to tikkun 
olam. One speaker explained that one light can 
shatter the darkness, and another said that Ruth Ba-
der Ginsburg was our shofar.  She was my light and 
she was my voice and I will carry on, as the choir 
put it, I Ain’t Going Nowhere.  May her memory be 

for a blessing, a prayer and yes, a revolution. 

Ruth Bader Ginsburg, Heroine - Louise Parker Kelley 

Photos bv 

Louise Kelley 
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Funeral Practices Committee 
Always On-Call 

 

Chaverim of the Funeral Practices Committee 
are on call to provide counsel and services to 
synagogue members and their dependents.  
 
In the event of a death, before contacting the 
funeral home please contact one of the following 
chaverim or the TI  office (202-882-1605).  
 
 Shelly Heller         h: 301-942-1836 
                    w: 202-994-5906 
                  c:  301-996-2704 
 
 Marcia Goggin      w: 301-754-1963 
                  c:  301.792.1063  
 
 Bruce Heppen      h: 301-299-3255 
                  c: 202-997-1890 
                  w: 703-417-8983 
  
  Naomi Revzin       h: 301 765 6272 
                  c:  301.435.6272 

Between pandemic-induced sourdough experiments and the inspiration of Rosh Hashanah or Shabbat, here are samples of 

what TI-ers have been baking lately.  Please keep sending your baking photos to menorah@tifereth-israel.org. 

What We’re Baking 

Challot and photo by Janice Mehler 

Challot and photo by Paula Flicker 

Challot and photo by Ben Dreyfus 

Pie by Diana Zurer 

tel:301-299-3255
tel:202-997-1890
tel:703-417-8983
mailto:%20menorah@tifereth-israel.org?subject=Something%20for%20the%20November%20Menorah
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Nayes un Mechayes - Melissa Perera 

Accomplishments 

Simcha Kuritzky was elected President of the 
American Israel Numismatic Association, which pub-
lishes a quarterly journal The Shekel. An online semi-

nar on Jewish numismatics is planned for January. 

Moves 

A notice to all friends at TI from Esther and Gene 
Herman: “After 48 years at 511 New York Avenue, 
we are moving to Knollwood at Oregon and Ne-
braska Aves in D.C. Our biggest difficulty is paring 
down our possessions after so many years during 
the pandemic and over the High Holidays. We're 
finding a lot of things we'd forgotten about or 
thought were gone forever. We found a terrific re-
source in Value Village on New Hampshire Avenue. 
You fill up your car, drive it to the front of the store, 
and employees there unload the car. They give you 
a coupon for 20% off future purchases so you can 
load up your home with still more stuff. All the pro-
ceeds from their sales go to the Lupus Society. Eve-
rything we took there had been washed and in 
good shape. So far, we have made 6 trips. Our ad-
vice to everyone: start downsizing before you have 
to. It doesn't help to keep your children's kindergar-
ten finger paintings or Barbie dolls for almost half a 

century.”  

 

All of Gene and Esther’s grandchildren, in school 
remotely, have seemingly adapted well to their new 
forms of schooling. Some even say their time is used 
more efficiently, and they get more done. A few 
say they like it better. The Hermans’ oldest two 
grandchildren, Talia and Arielle Liu, are busy with 
grad school programs at Vanderbilt University and 
the University of Arizona, a mixture of in-person 
and remote study. Arielle will need to hold off on 
her scholarship for a summer in Madagascar for at 

least another year. 

Happy News 

Barbara and Howard White have a new great-
granddaughter, Neta. Some of you know Neta’s 
grandmother, Ilana, who grew up at TI. Neta was 
born several days before Rosh Hashana in Lod, Is-
rael. Her parents, Raizel and Elad Adler, are very 

happy, as is her sister, Hadar. 

Sad News 

Robert Stern, father of TI member Naomi (Jennifer) 
Taransky, and grandfather of Ben and Aviva, died 
on September 1, 2020, 12 Elul 5780, after a long 
illness. He was 92. He is also survived by his wife of 
47 years, Jane, of Woodbridge, Connecticut; and 
son Adam Stern (Sarit Shatken) and grandchildren 
Dorey, Ramona, and Louis of Northampton, Massa-

chusetts.  

 
(Continued on page 11) 
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Nayes un Mechayes - continued 

Martin B. Stahl, MD, father of TI member Dana 
(David) Mermelstein, and grandfather of Aaron 
and Jacob, died on September 9, 2020, 20 Elul 
5780. He was 91, and survived by his wife of 65 
years, Laurel; his children, Eric Stahl and Jody 
(Daniel) Lefkowitz; and grandchildren, Rachel 
Lefkowitz (Ryan Sorensen), Matthew (Samantha) 

Lefkowitz and Aislinn Stahl.   

Not So Long Ago, Really, But From a Different World 

Remember when we thought nothing of having so many people so close together, with nobody wearing 
a mask?  And people touching things?  This photo is from a Sephardic baking and cooking class taught 

by Susan Barocas on February 16, 2020.   

Photo by Jessica Weissman 
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The Gates are Closing - Carolivia Herron 

Reflections after reading Kafka's Before the Law. In this story the protagonist misses entering the rewarding 

gates that were created especially for the protagonist. 

On our Social Action Committee web page, we have gathered listings and choices for Social Actions we hope 

you sign up for as part of our new year. Please visit our page, 

https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/social-action-projects.html 

 Support in providing food, shelter and necessities for those in need 

 Tutoring and mentoring programs aimed mainly at children 

 Mentoring, support and coaching programs aimed mainly at adults 

 Advocacy on crucial societal and political issues including Jews of Color and support of Black and 

Brown lives 

 Educational and informational programs on Social Action issues 

The gates are closing. What if it’s true? What if the book is opened on Rosh Hashanah? What if the words 
about you for the coming year are written between Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur. What if, at the end of 
Yom Kippur, as you hear the N’eilah song rising, rising and rising, you whisper something. What word do you 

whisper as the gates close? What words would you whisper now? 

Holy, Holy, Holy. Tikkun Olam. Help me to see clearly. Help me to choose well. The world is torn.  

Can I do something to fix it? Can you?  

Feed, house, clothe, tutor, mentor, support, coach, advocate, educate, inform 

As the gate closes, what would you whisper, what do you promise, what can you choose? If you could slip 

something between those closing gates, even now, what would it be.  

Whisper: walk, march, stand, sign, sit, dance, write.  

Whisper: clean, feed, pay, grieve, teach, learn, heal.  

The gates are closing.  

Whisper: build, fix, calculate, defend, correct, shut up, speak up, gaze, meditate, visit, pray, call, reach, reach 

out, reach over, reach in.   

The gates are closing 

The gates are closed.  

What words do you whisper through the gates? What words did you urge through the gates before they 

closed?  

The gates are closed.  

L’shanah tovah,  

May you be inscribed for life.  

https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/social-action-projects.html
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Social Action Committee - Bob Feron 

On the TI Social Action web page we have gathered listings and choices for Social Action programs we 
hope you sign up for as part of our New Year. Please visit our page:  https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/

social-action-projects.html  

TI has traditionally had many volunteers who engage in Tikkun Olam projects, going back decades. Such 
Tikkun Olam activities provided direct service to the less fortunate members of the community around us, 
which often involved relatively close contact, such as when providing food directly to the residents of shelters 

and those who live on the streets. 

The Jewish imperative of tzedakah includes not only philanthropy and charity, but also our righteous actions 
that promote social justice. Our commitment to tikkun olam—healing and repairing the world—is a natural 
outgrowth of TI’s progressive concern for both the local community and world around us—a concern that’s 

needed now more than ever. So both tikkun olam and social action are forms of tzedakah. 

We welcome you to join us for a one-time event or for a more regular activity. You can choose the issues 
closest to your heart and volunteer for whatever time slots you want. Working together, we can advance 

social justice and heal the world! 

This year, we are transforming existing programs and creating new programs through which TI members can 
participate safely. Carolivia Herron is working on developing a possible TI Social Action program in 
partnership with a Jewish NGO focused on Jews of Color, which would address social justice issues by 
developing programs of information and action to address the wrongs of racism both within and beyond the 

Jewish community.  

We will seek opportunities to organize outdoor Social Action events, especially in the Fall and Spring, so 
please send us your suggestions. One early example will be an outdoor Rock Creek stream clean-up 
activity, being organized together with the TI Green committee, which Rabbi Werbow first suggested. Nov. 

1st is the date and details will follow soon. 

This year Bruce Heppen and Tobi McFarland are transforming the traditional Shepherd Tutoring program 
to launch remotely, so that it can continue via Zoom. This provides greater flexibility in the timing of 
tutoring sessions, while avoiding physical proximity. We will need many volunteers, both adults and 

adolescents, who can partner to continue this wonderful activity.  

This year we will launch three new programs to enable TI families to support one another. Due to COVID-
19, many TI parents are home with children. So you may need someone to entertain younger children with 
games or stories online while you do your work. Or perhaps you are stuck at home and would love to start 

a weekly storytelling book club for a few school-age children.  

So we intend to provide a mechanism for TI volunteers to play online games, read stories or lead arts 

and crafts projects with the children of other TI families, with the consent of their parents.  

Another new program will arrange for TI volunteers to assist the school-age students of TI families who 
might need help with their schoolwork while the parents are busy with their own work. For children who 
could benefit from some extra support with their schoolwork, please let us know what your children are 
having difficulty with and we will find a knowledgeable volunteer tutor to support them with reading, 

writing, math skills, science or social sciences.  

We want to provide support to those adults who may still be uncomfortable with technology, so they can 
better connect and participate in the many online programs being offered.  Tech-savvy volunteers can also 
help members learn to use FaceTime, Zoom, WhatsApp, Instagram, Twitter, etc.  This volunteer opportunity is 
well suited for teens or adults who are comfortable with technology and able to patiently explain to others 

https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/social-action-projects.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/social-action-projects.html
mailto:carolivia@carolivia.org
mailto:bheppen@gmail.com
mailto:TobiMc3@gmail.com
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Social Action Committee  - continued 

how to stay socially connected during this COVID-19 era, while physically distant.  

Similarly, volunteers could host online gatherings for TI members who share common interests, suggesting 
online resources to others, hosting TED talks or online movie groups. Or adult volunteers could offer 
support by mentoring and coaching other TI adults whose lives have been disrupted by the 

consequences of the pandemic. 

Necessity is the mother of invention, an idea that appears in Plato’s Republic. So it’s fitting that the 

challenges of the COVID era have inspired the creativity of these new ideas. 

We see these as opportunities for TI families to reach out in mutual support, while maintaining 
physical distance. So you can sign up to read stories to children every week – Or for your child to 

join a storytelling club. You can sign up as a volunteer tutor – or for your child to be tutored.  

Each person and family has a part to play. So we invite you to join us in these efforts to offer 

mutual support with a smile during the New Year we just entered.  

May this be a good and sweet year for all of us!  Shana Tova umetukah!  

https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/joyous-movement--dance-/-adena-galinsky1.html
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October Yahrzeitn 

September 25-26 
10/1 Florence Bailin 
 Bayle Bennett 
 Edward Berman 
 Anne Conway 
 Isabelle Finkelstein 
 Marvin Itkin 
 John Leidman 
 Charles Moshenberg 
 Stella Peck 
 Geraldyne Revzin 
 Samuel B. Sussan 
 Bella Weisbrot 
10/2 Edward Boorstein 
 Rose Nathanson Wruble 
October 2-3 
10/3 Robert B. Flanders 
 Mordechai Mickelson 
10/4 Max Blankstein 
 Naomi Grosfeld 
 Louis Levine 
10/5 Lou Bojan 
 Laverne Burwell  
 Hall Bourke 
 Harry Polster 
 Harry Silverman 
 Judy Sweet 
10/6 Max Jasinowsky 
 Louis Liebowitz 
 Doris Raffel 
10/7 Sol Brown 
 Mary Burke 
 Samuel Isaac Burke 
 Mike Goldstein 
 Joseph Gotfried 
 Morris H. Kolker 
 Jerome Warshawsky 
10/8 Albert Colman 
 N. Mitchell Jason 
 Shoshana Roitman 
10/9 David Lester Bergman 
 Wolf Cornblatt 
 Irving Jack Harris 

 Morris Levy 
October 9-10 
10/10 Sidney Banner 
 Simon Beloff 
 Esther Green 
 Jacob D. Kessler 
 Adele Panikoff 
 Ida Rubin 
 Sidney Scherling 
10/11 Annie Harris 
 Bernard Jason 
 Mari Tischler 
10/12 Abba Berman 
 Esther Danenberg 
 Betty Davidson 
 Ida Sheer 
 Sol Abraham Simmons 
10/13 Morris M. Abramson 
 Sandra S. Cohen 
 Ida Lutsky 
 Harold Stahl 
 Claire Weissman 
10/14 Eva Friedenberg 
 Robert Rovinsky 
 Morris J. Silverman 
10/15 Ida Jacobs Fishkin 
 Flora Frankel 
 Sophie Friedenberg 
 Barbara Herman 
Grossman 
 Louis Kraft 
 Max Lopatin 
 Alezah Weinberg 
10/16 Sylvia Kahn Forman 
 Adele Hantman 
 Henry Rose 
October 16-17 
10/17 Esther M. Bondareff 
 Nathan Cohen 
 Reuben Rosenberg 
10/18 Annie Pulver 
 Jonah Rashi Rovinsky 
 Ruth Katz Shapiro 

 Merrill Snyder 
10/19 Lillian T. Platt 
 Lillian Yasmer 
10/20 Henrietta Weiss 
Disenhaus 
 Stanley Hadoff 
 Kitty Smith 
 Anne Neimark Stein 
 Louis Winkler 
10/21 Philip Berenter 
 Carla Cohen 
 Betty S. Fleishman 
 Mark Fox 
 Annie Gilman 
 Rose Herman 
 Ray Peres 
 Jay Stanley Wolf 
10/22 Maurice Bernard 
Berenter 
 David S. Bishins 
 Richard Aran Goldberg 
 Paul Kimelman 
 Leona Milton 
 Starlene Rae 
 Donn Joseph Zark 
10/23 Marjorie Axel 
 Florence Brown Jaffe 
 Theodore Jellinek 
 Abigail Pincus  
 Nathan Silverman 
 Louis Jack Stahl 
October 23-24 
10/24 Sadye Ruth Herman 
 Madeline Klein 
 Sondra Singer 
10/25 Clarence  S. Carbaugh 
 Sylvia Levin Hepner 
 Estelle Kaplan 
 Harold Organic 
10/26 Morris Brown 
 Samuel Bulman 
 Harry Evans 
 Muriel Meyrowitz 

Editor’s note:  We list upcoming yahrzeitn based on office records, under the Shabbat dates when the 

name is recited and  by the yahrzeit date.   
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October Yahrzeitn continued 

10/27 Isidore Gross 
 Harry Harris 
 Morris Harris 
 Mildred Keshin 
 June Kuffler Nelson 
 Nathan Peck 
 Abraham Rosen 
10/28 Henry Freeman 
 Louis C. Silverman 
10/29 Sarah Moskowitz 
 Annie Zimmerman 

 Roslyn Zitelman 
 Gretna Zlatin 
 
10/30 Frances Broder 
 Mary Cohen 
 Ruth Lee Lewin 
 Eva Lodge 
 May Malbin 
 Yitzchak Rabin 
 Eli Taylor 
 

October 30-31 
10/31 Solomon Block 
 Gertrude Feinberg 
 Max Granat 
 Max David Jacobson 
 Michael Levine 
 Rose Niederman 
 Ben Parson 
 Mary Rabinowitz 

 Bernard Siegler 

Shofar blowing in Marvin 

Caplan Park. 

Photo by Rachel Seidel 

https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/meet-rabbi-werbow.html
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC_pUdqdjhAjI07MC-mlw4Ow/
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https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/uptown-shabbat--robyn-helzner--larry-paul-via-zoom.html
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Himmelfarb Happenings October 2020 - Rina Rebibo 

We started off our school year on September 13th,  with a High Holiday Boot Camp. Over 30 families 
joined us as Rabbi Werbow began the morning with tefillah and blowing the shofar and then Morah Silvia 
led everyone in a Rosh Hashanah Seder. After the Seder students went to age-specific break-out rooms to 

learn with their teachers about slichot, holiday related tefillot and rituals, and more.  

The Judaic curriculum this year is "built on Jewish values that stand on their own, but also complement five 

caregiving principles..." These modules include:  

1. Sukkat Shalom (shelter in peace) - a sense of safety 

2. Ometz Lev (inner strength) - a sense of calm 

3. G'vurah (courage) - self and communal-efficacy 

4. K'hillah (community) - social connectedness 

5. Hesed (loving kindness) - hope attained by reaching out to assist others 

Each module offers 5 weeks of learning. By using both synchronous and asynchronous programs, the La'Bri-
ut curriculum uses principles of problem-based learning and experiential education. Family involvement is 

encouraged by weekly conversation starters and there are both tech-free and online options.  

This year we are piloting our new online Wednesday Hebrew program. Students  are either taught one-on-
one or in pairs with a teacher for 30 minutes. Students are given an individualized program including 

homework to be completed during the week.  

Our High School Seminar held its first class on September 21st. Aaron Bregman began the discussion on 
issues facing American Jews, asking students to share which issues are of the most interest to them. The 

curriculum will be molded by the students’ interests.  

Although classes have begun, there is still time to register for school. https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/

himmelfarb-enrollment2020 

Tefilah Challenge winner showing off part of her prize 

Photo by Rachel Meytin 

https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/himmelfarb-enrollment2020
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/himmelfarb-enrollment2020
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Gevarim - Andrew Reamer  

Gevarim programming resumes this month. 

Politics and Beer in Our Sukkot 

Thursday, October 8 • 7:30 pm • via Zoom (see TI calendar 

for link) 

TI members and political experts Bill Galston, Brookings Insti-

tution Senior Fellow, and Ira Forman, former Jewish Outreach 

Director, Obama for America, and former Executive Director, 

National Jewish Democratic Council, will provide their per-

spective and take your questions on the upcoming elections. TI 

member Howard Gleckman, Senior Fellow, Tax Policy Cen-

ter, will moderate. 

Jewish Intellectual History: 16th to 20th Century 

David Ruderman, Professor of Modern Jewish History at the 

University of Pennsylvania, explores the problem of Jewish 

identity in the modern era, when Jews confronted many chal-

lenges in defining their religious and cultural affiliation in 

a world very different from the pre-modern age. His video 

lectures are introduced and the discussion led by Allan 

Tulchin.  

Sunday, October 18 • 10:30 am-12:15 pm • via Zoom (see 

TI calendar for link) 

Lecture 17: Leo Baeck’s Mystery and Commandment -- Leo 

Baeck (1873–1956) was a disciple of Hermann Cohen, but, 

unlike him, pursued a highly prominent career as a rabbi in 

Berlin. Baeck understood Jewish faith as dialectical, created 

by the two poles of divine commandment and religious con-

sciousness, or mystery, as he called it. God makes ethical de-

mands of the believer, but he is also experienced personally; 

he is transcendent but also personal. Baeck was deported 

to Theresienstadt in 1943, survived the Nazi Holocaust, and 

eventually settled in the United States. 

Lecture 18: Martin Buber’s Religious Existentialism --Martin 

Buber (1878–1965) is perhaps the most well-known Jew-

ish social and religious philosopher of the 20th century. The 

essence of Judaism, for him, is the Jewish people’s dialogical 

relation with God, known as the covenant. Buber’s translation 

of the Bible with Franz Rosenzweig, his biblical commentaries, 

his infatuation with the mystical community of Hasidism, and 

his notion of Zionism as “Hebrew humanism,” all embody his 

guiding principles of dialogue, meaningful human encounter 

with the other and with the divine. 
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German-Jewish Numismatics - Simcha Kuritzky 

This is the first part of a series of columns on Holocaust numismatics.  I decided to start with German 

numismatics before the War as an introduction.  There is not much Jewish connection back then, but there is 

some and here are the highlights (and lowlights): 

  

During the Renaissance, Christians started studying Hebrew so they could read the Bible in the original.  

Many German states put religious scenes or inscriptions on their coins and medals that included God’s 

Hebrew name Yud Heh Vov Heh, often called by the Greek term Tetragrammaton.  The 1648 medal shown 

here has the ruler kneeling before the Tetragrammaton in the clouds.  The die engraver clearly did not know 

Hebrew, and the rendering is mangled sufficiently that this photo should not require any printed copies of 

this article to go into a genizah. Jewish references back then were confined to anti-Semitism, as in this 1694 

Korn Jude (grain Jew) medal blaming Jews for rising grain prices during a famine.  Jews were emancipated 

in the Austrian Empire in 1781, but it was under Napoleon most German Jews became free citizens, often 

losing those rights as the old autocracies were reinstated after 1815.  The German nationalist movement of 

the 19th Century generally supported Jewish rights, as shown on this medal commemorating the March, 

1848 overthrow of the Bavarian King and subsequent government reforms.  At 4:30 the medal mentions 

Better Israelite Relations.  It should be noted that Jews were prominent in the pro-united Germany and 

democracy movements.  Eduard Simpson, who was Jewish, presided over the 1848-49 Frankfort 

Parliament, which tried to negotiate a united German state.  When Germany finally united in 1871, the 

Empire gave Jews full citizenship, though there was still some official discrimination.  For example, Jews 

could serve as enlisted men in the army, but not as officers until World War One created a shortage. 

  

There are some tokens issue in the aftermath of the Napoleonic Wars in Frankfurt for small change.  These 

thin copper pieces bore a number of different designs and denominations, and it’s not clear how much they 

were worth.  They are known as Judenpfennig (Jewish pennies), and the one I show here has a nice rampant 

lion (of Judah?).  Since Frankfort had an active Jewish population, it was thought for years these were 

issued by Jewish merchants, but no evidence of such a connection has been found.  It seems more likely the 
(Continued on page 21) 
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-  German-Jewish Numismatics - continued 

phrase Jewish pennies was used in the pejorative, like Jews’ harp, to indicate something of little value. 

  
 

World War One devastated the German economy, and the reparation demands in the Treaty of Versailles 

caused record-breaking inflation.  States, cities, state industries (like the trains) and private merchants were 

allowed to issue their own small change (called notgeld, emergency money), which the central bank would 

honor.  At the end of the War, these generally circulated due to a coin shortage, but within a few years, 

most were issued to sell to collectors.  A number of anti-Semitic themes appeared, such as on this note from a 

series by the city Sternberg, commemorating the burning at the stake of many of the town’s Jews in 1492.  

This 100 pfennig (1 mark) note of 1922 shows the Jews desecrating the host (communion wafers).  This note 

was not issued to honor the martyrs.  On the other hand, the 1920 50 pfennig note by the O. M. Holz firm in 

Frankfurt depicts the golem, legendary Jewish figure. 

   
 

Sometimes it can be difficult to determine if scenes depicting hooknosed men are supposed to be anti-

Semitic.  These notes from Amstellen, Austria give a very clear message.  These 10 and 50 heller notes issued 

by the Anti-Semiten Bund show liberal newspapers in flames, and warn the reader to beware of 

international Jewry. 
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German-Jewish Numismatics - continued 

 
 

The status of Jews, and liberals of all ethnicities, changed radically after Hitler assumed power in January, 

1933, but little of this was reflected on the coins.  The small denominations (1 through 50 pfennig) continued 

the wheat design started in the monetary reform of 1924 (with the introduction of the Reichsmark) all the 

way through 1936.  The pure nickel 50 pfennig coins were minted dup through 1938 as a way of 

warehousing the precious war material, whose stockpiling was restricted by treaty.  In 1936, new 1 through 

10 pfennig coin designs were introduced with an eagle over swastika (which the Germans called a 

hackenkreuz, broken cross).  However, the aluminum 50 pfennig introduced in 1935 (shown above) had the 

same eagle design as shown on Weimar Republic coins, along with the traditional oak leaves, and the 

nickel one mark had a similar design.  The hackenkreuz wasn’t added to the 50 pfennig until 1939, the 

same time as the 1 mark coin was retired. 

 

 
 

Anyone studying the plight of fleeing German Jews in the 1930s would quickly run across restrictions in 

taking marks out of the country.  This policy actually predates Hitler’s rise.  By 1931, the mark had gone 

from the weakest of European currencies to the strongest, and the central bank restricted their export.  In 

1933, Germany began issuing receipts for marks deposited by foreigners (which included expatriate 

Germans), which were redeemed in limited quantities at half of face value.  Undoubtedly many of these 

special notes, called konversionkasse (conversion money), came to the States by fleeing Jews.  It’s not clear 

if these notes were used as part of the Transfer Agreement where the Jewish Agency in Palestine agreed to 

purchase German industrial and farm equipment in exchange for the release of tens of thousands of 

German Jews.  This exodus, part of the Fifth Aliya, greatly expanded the Yishuv’s middle class. 
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-  Kol Nashim Book Group - Jessica Weissman 

The KN book group met on Tuesday, September 
22 to select readings for the next six months at 
least and maybe more.  We decided that we 
would open the group to books without explicit 

Jewish content on occasion. 

Our October 24th reading is Leah Hager Cohen’s 

novel Strangers and Cousins.   

Coming up in the next months (order undetermined 

as yet and more information next month) are: 

A Wife in Bangkok, by Iris Mitlin Lav (Fiction) 

Flight of the Veil by Bruce Berger (Fiction) 

What We Talk about When We Talk About Anne 

Frank by Nathan Englander (Fiction) 

Gimpel the Fool, by Isaac Bashevis Singer (Fiction) 

This Old Man, by Roger Angell (Non-fiction) 

God, a Human History, by Reza Aslan (Non-fiction) 

The Exodus, by Richard Friedman (Non-fiction) 

The book group is open to everyone who enjoys 

reading and talking about books.   

We meet at 7:30 over Zoom.  If you are not on the 
evite list, please contact Janice Mehler (contact 
information in the TI directory) to be add-
ed.  There's no requirement to RSVP until we go 
back to meeting at members’ houses, but being on 
the list gets you timely reminders and an email 

with the Zoom link. 

Photo by Paula Flicker 

Photos by Louise Kelley 
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Adele & Ray Natter 

Adrienne Torrey 

Alan Landay 

Alan Weitz 

Alene Moyer 

Alex Kincannon 

Allegria Gelfand 

Amira Handwerker 

Ann Kline 

Andrea Kline 

Andrew Afflerbach & Joanne Hovis 

Andrew Reamer 

Anita Isicson 

Anita Kramer 

Arnold Revzin 

Aishwarya Airy, Ivan Meyers &  

Jonathan Eisold (Out of the Cave 

Technology) 

Barbara & Howard White 

Bernie Shleien 

Bob Feron 

Brenda Footer 

Carla Ellern & Stan Dorn 

Carlos Nieto 

Carolivia Herron 

Chris Zeilinger 

Cynthia Peterman 

Dan Turner 

Dana Beyer 

Daniel Liebman 

Daniel Pedersen 

Danielle Glosser 

David Cohen 

Deborah Horowitz 

Delanie Ostrow 

Dina & Ron Borzekowski 

Dori, Ari and Jennifer Kefer 

Dori Klar 

Dorothea Wolfson 

Ed Koren & Claudine Schweber 

Ed Stromberg 

Elena Prieto 

Esther & Gene Herman 

Esther and Jason Kimelman-Block 

Francie Kranzberg 

Fylis Peckham 

Gayle Hope 

Ira Forman 

Ira Weiss 

Iris & Michael Lav 

Jackie Ratner 

Jaclyn Shettler 

Janet Nesse 

Janice Mehler 

Jared & Hersh Garelick &  

Ellen Kramarow 

Jeri Lande 

Jessica Perlmutter 

Jessica Weissman 

Jevera Temsky 

John List 

Josh & Sara Goldberg 

Joy & Len Baxt 

Judah Flum & Lisa Itkin 

Judi Berland 

Judy Cohen 

Judy Tulchin 

Julie Steinberg 

Katie Benton-Cohen 

Larry Baizer 

Larry Paul 

Laura Schiavo 

Lee Footer 

Leigh Verbois 

Len Bachman 

Lester & Judith Turner 

Liat & Boaz Levone 

Lilly Rosen 

Lisa Blumenthal 

Lisa Goldring 

Lindsay Hovermale of ACS 

Louise Weiner 

Lynn Golub-Rofrano 

Mae Cooper 

Marc Warshawsky & Vivian Seidner 

Mark & Mona Berch 

Melanie Greenfield 

Michael Kraft 

Michele Sumka 

Michelle Strollo 

Mikah Berg 

Miriam Galston 

Morton Simon 

Myrna Goldman 

Nancy Roth 

Paul Bardack 

Paula Flicker 

Paula Tucker 

Rabbi Avis & Ralph Miller 

Rabbi Michael, Melissa, Asher, Lev & 

Maya Werbow 

Rachel Horowitz 

Rachel & Sarah Meytin 

Rachel Seidel 

Rachel Vile 

Reenie Wagner 

Phil & Ruth Shapiro 

Richard & Margie Siegel 

Rina Rebibo 

Robin Reiss & Timothy Michalak 

Rhoda Trooboff 

Ruth & Michael Unterweger  

Sarah Miller 

Sarah & Wally Osborne 

(Continued on page 25) 

High Holiday Volunteers 

Many thanks to all who made the High Holidays so special, and successful. If you were inadvertently left off 

the list, contact Delanie Ostrow. We will publish any additions in the November Menorah. 

mailto:delanie@tifereth-israel.org
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What We’re Baking 

Seth Grimes 

Sheara Krvaric 

Shelly Heller 

Sheri Blonder 

Sheryl Gross-Glaser 

Simcha Kuritzky 

Stanley Grabia 

Stephanie Rubin 

Steven Bressler 

Susan Catler 

Susan Morse 

Sylvia Horwitz & Dov Weitman 

Terri Zall 

Victoria Vogl 

Wilhelmina Gottschalk 

Yvonne Shashoua 

 

High Holiday Volunteers - continued 

Challah, whole wheat sourdough, and photos by Jessica Weissman 

Sourdough, challah, and photos by Varda Fink 
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Donations 

ANNUAL APPEAL 

Leonard Bachman 

Larry Baizer & Elaine Lewis 

Jared Garelick & Ellen Kramarow 

Wilhelmina & Stefan Gottschalk 

David Hart & Lois Frankel 

Deborah Horowitz & Michael Bullen 

John & Lynne List 

Stephanie Mazal 

David & Janice Mehler 

Stephen Meltzer 

Alan & Barbara Meyrowitz 

David & Stephanie Rubin 

Howard & Hannah Rubin 

Elizabeth Schnitzer 

Rabbi Ethan & Rachel Seidel 

David Silber & Eileen Rose 

Louis & Madge Lee Spector 

Phil & Dianne Spellberg 

Jevera Temsky 

Michael Tilchin & Linda Greer 

Adrienne Torrey & Joel Coffidis 

Jennifer Goldstein & David Wachtel 

Matthew Watson & Ellie Cabot 

Christopher Zeilinger & Ann Baker  

GENERAL DONATION  

Lolita Baker  

Mark & Mona Berch  

Raymond & Rebecca Coleman  

Stephen Garber & Lynne Snyder  

                   In Honor Of 

Harriet Ainbinder        Tifereth Israel 

Morris Klein & Naomi     Rachel Meytin 
   Freeman 

Rabbi Ilan Glazer & Sherri   Tifereth Israel 
   Vishner 

HELPING HANDS FUND  

                   In Memory Of 

Nancy King           Theodora Perry 

RABBI'S DISCRETIONARY FUND 

                   In Honor Of 

David Pelzer & Ellie         Our naming ceremony  

   Tiemann    

Diane Roodman              Dori Kefer's Bar Mitzvah  

Morris Klein & Naomi  

   Freeman 

THE ACCESSIBILITY FUND 

                   In Honor Of 

Mark & Mona Berch         Ellie Tiemann & David 
                                        Pelzer's daughter 

                                        Hannah  

TORAH REPAIR FUND 

Allan & Judy Tulchin 

YAHRZEIT DONATIONS   

                   In Memory Of 

Natalie Arosemena       Sylvia Gorewitz Levin 

Charlotte Bardack       Lawrence Bardack 

Lee & Brenda Footer     Rose Footer 

Naomi Friedman        Judith Friedman 

Robert & Phyllis         Samuel Mogul 
   Greenberger  

Eli Nadel & Sally Hausman Edward Boorstein 

Marc Rothenberg & Ivy        William Rothenberg 
   Baer 

Sylvia Feig Schlitt        Sam Feig 

Peggy Simon           A. Hiram Simon 

Howard & Barbara White   Rae Mestetsky 

Lesley Zark            Frieda Zark 

Lesley Zark            Samuel Zark 
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B’nai Mitzvah 

Hi, I’m Abe Laufer. (I know there’s a standard 

procedure for the way that the beginning should 

go and the way it is normally written, but I want it 

to feel different. Like I am really the one talking to 

you.). My bar mitzvah will be on October 10th. I 

live in Silver Spring with my parents and brother 

(Jonas), and new dog Modi. 

There’s a lot to talk about when it comes to me but 

you’re most likely just passing by so I’m going to 

keep this pretty quick for you. (WARNING, I did 

not keep it quick). I’m in 8th grade. I was looking 

forward to this year, but um… you know, global 

pandemic. I go to Argyle Middle school for the 

tech program, but what’s ironic is how disorganized 

the start of online schooling was at a tech school. 

I’m taking it in stride though.   

I play the cello. I take orchestra at school and 

private lessons. During the time I’m writing this I’m 

wrapping up playing the prelude to Bach’s first 

cello suite.   

I’m a pretty competitive swimmer. I swim for a club team called All Star Aquatics. There is one thing I would like 

to talk about before we move on and that is the practice schedule. It’s brutal! For example I got up today at 

5:20 AM for a 2 hour practice. Over the summer, once practices were able to resume, I even had to get up at 

around 4:30 AM. (A big thank you to my parents who drove me).  

Now let us move on to things I do for fun with my friends. My favorite is D&D, or Dungeons and Dragons. Many 

have probably heard of it. In case you haven’t played it, I’m going to talk about this a little more. Imagine 

you’re in a world and you’re an adventurer with motives, personality traits, flaws, etc... You can do almost 

anything. The storyteller (or Dungeon Master (DM)) runs the world. They narrate the journey, and also act as the 

person who moves the story. I like to DM because I like to make up the stories and adventures for my friends to 

go on. (My mom says it’s because I want to be in charge of my own destiny.)  

Alright now enough about what I do, let’s talk about my bar-mitzvah project. I was going to find different 

organizations that helped plant trees, and raise money for them, because trees are good for the environment 

and I like to climb them. I had most of it planned out right before COVID-19, and was going to execute it 

during the summer, but… global pandemic. That sort of stopped my project. Once the pandemic is over I’ll start 

my plan back up again. 

In conclusion (if you got this far, thank you very much for reading about me and giving me your time), I hope 

you have a lovely rest of your day and wish you all peace in these crazy times. 

Photo by Tina Krafts Photography 
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https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/shabbat-morning-service-zoom1.html



