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From the President: Sylvia Horwitz 

As I have written about before, the rabbinic search 

process has provided us with a great opportunity to 

learn about ourselves and about what we value most 

as a community. One of the TI characteristics that came 

up time and again in community input meetings was the 

importance of music and the rabbi’s musicality. We 

love to sing and we love having a musical rabbi and 

musical shlichei tzibur to lead us. It is so comforting and 

enriching to daven together in song.  

As one who leads davening from time to time, I can attest to the power of hearing 

the congregation singing with me. This is especially so when attendance at services 

is high and we have a lot of people singing.  

I am a latecomer to leading davening. I had to practice over and over and over, 

to listen over and over and over to recordings that my husband Dov made for me. I 

got started with learning part of Shacharit (without portions that require a minyan 

– kaddish, boruchu, kedusha) because of a good friend who lives in Jerusalem. She 

asked me to lead Shacharit at her daughter’s bat mitzvah, which was a women’s 

Shabbat morning service.  

I turned her down, but she insisted, so I really had no choice but to learn it from 

Dov and do it. Oy! But it actually all went beautifully, and I felt so gratified and 

happy that I could come through for my friend and her daughter. Then Stan Dorn 

and Carla Ellern asked me to lead p’sukei d’zimra at their son Jacob’s bar mitzvah. 

So Dov made me a recording, teaching me the nusach that he learned from listen-

ing to his father daven throughout his childhood. I learned the rest of Shacharit so I 

could lead it as part of Rabbi Avis Miller’s adult bat mitzvah class Shabbat service. 

And all of those experiences got me started. 

The traditional melodies are wonderful, and as I have found in my travels, they 

provide a gateway into synagogue participation in many places near and far. But 

melodies that are traditional to us were once new, and today, a lot of new music is 

being created, some of which will likely be “traditional” in the future. It is an excit-

ing time musically and Jewishly, with creativity and grass roots energy abounding.  

(Continued on page 2) 



        

   January 2020                              Tifereth Israel Menorah                                    Page  2           

TI can be a place to both preserve our wonderful traditional Shabbat and holiday melodies and to nurture 

our creative energy and talents. Because singing is so important to us as a community, I am excited to an-

nounce that Joey Weisenberg, founder and co-director of Hadar’s Rising Song Institute, will be coming to TI 

on Sunday March 15 to lead two workshops.  

For those of you who are not familiar with Joey Wei-
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senberg’s work, he is one of today’s most exciting 

Jewish musicians and instructors of davening. I en-

courage you to check out his website at https://joey-

weisenberg.com. And save the date! This will be a 

truly special opportunity for all of us at TI.  Like me, 

you might be surprised at what you can learn and 

do. 

Happy 2020 Everyone! 

Sylvia 

Funeral Practices Committee 
Always On-Call 

 

Chaverim of the Funeral Practices Committee are on 
call to provide counsel and services to synagogue 
members and their dependents.  
 
In the event of a death, before contacting the funeral 
home please contact one of the following chaverim or 
the TI  office (202-882-1605).  

 
 Shelly Heller         h: 301-942-1836 
                  w: 202-994-5906 
                c:  301-996-2704 
 
 Marcia Goggin      w: 301-754-1963 
                c:  301.792.1063  
 
 Bruce Heppen      h: 301-299-3255 
                c: 202-997-1890 
                w: 703-417-8983 
  
  Naomi Revzin       h: 301 765 6272 
                c:  301.435.6272 
 
  Marc Rothenberg     h: 301.585.5174  
                c: 301-928-4006  
 

 

https://joey-weisenberg.com
https://joey-weisenberg.com
tel:301-299-3255
tel:202-997-1890
tel:703-417-8983


      

Tevet/Shevat 5780                        Tifereth Israel Menorah                          Page  3    

Volunteer Spotlight - Jared Garelick 

You might have noticed Sara Goldberg’s name on 
the communications you’ve received from TI’s Rab-
binic Search Committee (RSC) as part of its ongoing 
effort to keep the congregation informed about its 
progress.  This month’s Volunteer Spotlight shines on 
Sara to describe what is involved in this important 

congregational project. 

Sara has a long history of volunteering for TI, and is 
already in her second two-year stint as Member-
ship VP.  But when Stan Dorn asked if she would co 
chair the RSC in addition to her current position, she 
didn’t hesitate to accept.  She saw it as connected to 
her Membership role, and a way to support the con-
gregation and to help ensure TI’s future for her fam-

ily and others.   

Sara stresses that she is just one of fifteen people 
on the RSC, and that each member is doing a lot of 
work on a large project that is jammed into a short 
but intense period.  Committee members are calling 
in from vacations and after childrens’ bedtimes to 
ensure work is completed.  To keep the workload 
manageable, tasks have been divided among small-
er teams, which regularly report their progress to 
the whole Committee.  The amount of volunteer ef-
fort involved by everyone shows the importance to 
congregants of TI’s future.  More people volun-
teered for the RSC than could fit, and those selected 
were chosen to represent a broad cross-section of TI 
members.  Some are veteran members while others 
are relatively new.  Some are very Jewishly knowl-
edgeable while others are not.  Some are Shabbat 
morning regulars while others rarely attend services 

but still feel connected to TI.   

As designed, this brings a great diversity of opinion 
and outlook to the Committee’s deliberations.  Rep-
resentative of TI’s character, there is lots of dialogue 
before any Committee decision.  Sara feels that in 
these deliberations the RSC members take seriously 
their commitment to seek what is best for the con-
gregation as a whole, rather than looking for the 

rabbi they personally happen to like the best.   

Further helping to keep congregation-wide interests 
preeminent, the rabbinic search process includes 
community involvement and input throughout.  An 
exceptionally large proportion of TI members par-
ticipated in the input meetings and rabbinic survey, 
providing information about congregational thinking 
and priorities that will help improve TI in ways be-
yond just selecting its next rabbi.  Unsurprisingly, the 
Committee members continue to hear from their fel-
low congregants, formally and informally.  Congre-
gation-wide input is invited and expected to contin-
ue as TI begins hosting visits from rabbinic candi-

dates.   

It is not as if Sara took on this role because she had 
nothing else to do.  A non-profit fundraiser by day, 
she is starting a new job mid-January.  And in mid-
February, in between rabbinic candidate visits, she 
has a daughter having a Bat Mitzvah.  Thank you to 
Sara, and to all other members of the Rabbinic 
Search Committee, for contributing so much time to 
help TI make a choice that will shape its character 

for years to come.     

Shabbat Table Topics: Learn, Debate, and Get to Know New People at TI! 

On Saturday January 18, four tables will be set aside at the Shabbat kiddush lunch to discuss Very 
Important Topics (that is, topics of interest to TI members). Two tables will be in the Cherner and two in 
the Library, designated with a flyer or some other decoration. In some cases, a congregant may have 
been identified to help guide a conversation. However, everyone should feel free to bring their own 
knowledge, interest, and questions to the table. We are doing this to bring a fresh take to lunchtime 
conversations, and to help new people coming to kiddush lunch feel more comfortable sitting down and 
striking up a conversation with people they don’t know. We will try this program out for a few months, 
and if it’s successful, we can hold it every month. If you have ideas for topics or would like to help, 

please contact Renee Gindi at reneemg@yahoo.com or Judah Flum at judahflum@gmail.com   

mailto:reneemg@yahoo.com
mailto:judahflum@gmail.com
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Nayes un Mechayes - Melissa Perera 

Art 
Melanie and Larry Greenfield were accepted into 
the Rockville Art League's Juried Members' Exhibit 
now taking place at the Glenview Mansion Art Gal-
lery in Rockville, MD. Larry is exhibiting one of his 
watercolors and Melanie has a photograph that won 
honorable mention. The exhibit runs through January 
24th and is open Monday-Friday with late hours on 

Thursdays. 

Sports 

In the first meet of the high school swim and dive 
season, Ruby Borzekowski broke Montgomery 
Blair's record by over 20 points. Many Spring events 
are ahead for Roo, both in Maryland and around 

the U.S. 

Connecting with Family 

Alan Landay went to Oak Ridge, Tennessee for 
Thanksgiving, visiting his sister, brother-in-law, niece, 
nephew (all of whom are great cooks) and two of his 
three grandnieces. During the visit, they all went to 
an Escape Room near Knoxville, and saw the play, 
"Meet Me in St. Louis," which was done very well by 
the local community theatre, Oak Ridge Playhouse. 
After returning home, Alan saw another play, "The 
Curious Incident of the Dog in the Nighttime" at 

Round House Theatre, which he highly recommends. 

Paula Flicker used FaceTime to connect her mother 
with Paula’s first cousin. Her mother had not seen or 
spoken to this cousin in many (perhaps 50) years. As 
soon as her cousin, who was raised in Alabama, said 
“Hi” in her southern accent (“Ha”) Paula’s mother 

knew who it was. They were happy to connect. 

Good News 

TI members Jen Lav and Jane Gilvin, and big broth-
er Ira, are delighted to announce the birth of their 
son and brother Ezra Dov-Ber Gilvin on November 
21, 2019. TI members Iris and Mike Lav are thrilled 
and excited about the 
arrival of their grand-

son. 

TI members Sheridan 
and Dana Neimark 
are pleased to report 
the arrival of their new 
grandson Wednesday 
morning December 18. 
Parents Matthew and 
Dikla Neimark, and 
siblings Binyamin, 
Noa, and Frieda, are 
delighted. 

Share Shabbat Dinner with Other TIers!   
Open your home to other TI members for a Shabbat dinner or be a guest at another TI family's Shabbat table. It’s 

a great chance to meet members you may not already know while sharing good food, conversation, and fun. 

The plan is to have two nights, ideally in February and March. We haven’t confirmed the dates yet because we 

don’t want to do this on the same weekend a rabbinic candidate comes to TI.  As part of each candidate visit, the 

candidate will participate in a pre-Kabbalat Shabbat community welcome reception, Kabbalat Shabbat services, 

and a community dinner.  We don’t want to discourage people from attending TI during those visits. 

When the schedule for Share Shabbat is set, we’ll announce it and circulate a signup form.  Host or guest, one 

week or both...host one week, guest the next. . .  the possibilities are endless! TI member volunteers will make the 

match and send you your dinner information. We will match hosts and guests with similar dietary and kashrut 

needs. If you'd like, we'll also make an effort to find guests with similar-aged children. Look for the sign up form 

and sign up promptly!  

(Editor’s note: there are actually only 8 combinatorial possibilities.  First two families whose middle school math 

student lists them correctly in an email to menorah@tifereth-israel.org get a dozen bagels or bialys or a batch of 

cookies from the editor’s ingredient kosher kitchen.)  

mailto:menorah@tifereth-israel.org?subject=Here%20are%20the%208%20possibilities
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Security Corner - Chris Zeilinger 

In many ways, security is all about people. And it’s 

even about joy, in a roundabout way. A little over a 

year ago, we made a quantum leap in our approach 

to security at Tifereth Israel. Now, we’re keeping our 

doors secure at all times, we’ve added more rigor to 

many of our procedures within TI, we’re preparing to 

make more security improvements to the TI building, 

and a team of TI members helps keep us safe and 

secure on Friday evenings, Shabbat mornings, Sunday 

mornings, and many holidays.  

One of the unexpected joys from this increased secu-

rity effort is that we’re paying more attention to more 

people around TI than ever before. Once in a while, 

that means we’re paying attention to an unfamiliar 

visitor, or even turning away someone who shouldn’t 

be at TI, but those are the unusual rarities, I’m happy 

to report. More often, we’re looking after our Friday 

night, Saturday and Sunday regulars, as well as mak-

ing sure that first-time visitors, or people dropping in 

for a class or a Shabbat morning are getting the 

right level of positive attention.  

Oh, and another dividend of our expanded security 

is that we’re becoming better acquainted with those 

in the Segulah minyan who aren’t already part of TI, 

as well as quite a few of our neighbors from Ohev 

Sholom and the Shepherd Park neighborhood who 

routinely pass in front of TI. The security advantage 

of all this attention is that we tend to be aware of 

who might be a subject of security concern, as op-

posed to someone we’re welcoming as part of TI or 

one of the communities around TI. 

For me, at least, the most surprising joy has been to 

experience the diversity of Sunday mornings at TI. I 

spent decades of my TI life as a fairly regular Shab-

bat morning attendee, but Sundays were a mystery 

for most of that time. But now I see that we’ve got 

kids, teens, teachers, parents, adults taking classes, 

and our Sunday minyan regulars (plus the one, two, 

three or more folks who heed Tzurielle’s weekly call 

to help assure we’ve got that minyan). In short, all 

sorts of fascinating activities and people, for whom 

it’s a joy to help address their security. If you’re not 

helping us with Sunday morning security, you’re really 

missing out on something special. 

Yes, a big part of security is being tough and impen-

etrable. There are, alas, too many times where that’s 

how we need to be. But another big part of security 

is joy: the joy of looking after one another, of keep-

ing an eye on those with needs (or, sometimes, with 

issues), the joy of being a community that has the 

strength to persevere, both as a synagogue that’s 

been part of the District of Columbia for more than a 

century, and as part of the North American Jewish 

community that’s stood fast for about as long as Euro-

peans have been on this continent. There is joy in com-

munity, and there is joy in keeping the community 

strong.   

I don’t want to keep this joy bottled up and contained 

to my own life as a TI member. I’d love for you to 

share my security joy. If you’re looking at a calendar 

for the new secular year, and see that it has a lot of 

blank spaces to be filled, how about trying out some 

new things at TI? There are those Sunday mornings, or 

Shabbat mornings, or Friday evenings, or other holi-

days, when you can help with security. Talk to me, if 

you’re interested.  

Or if security’s not your thing, take a look at the other 

things in this issue of the Menorah, and think about 

something new you could add to your TI experience 

in this new secular year, whether it’s an event you’ve 

never attended, or a class, or a service that’s unfamil-

iar to you, or some volunteer activity that you’ve not 

done in the past.  

Just do something: it will be a joy. 
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Red Sea or Sea of Reeds? - Rich Kruger 

The King James Bible’s rendering of “Yam Suf” as 

“Red Sea” is now generally regarded as a 

mistranslation. But was it? It is true that “suf”--a 

Hebrew word probably of Egyptian origin--means 

“reed,” so most scholars today translate Yam Suf as 

“Sea of Reeds.” But the King James translators did 

not leave out the second “e” of reed inadvertently 

and arrive at “red”; they knew what they were 

doing. They were following the example of the 

Septuagint—the Greek translation of the Tanakh, 

which chose the Greek name for the Red Sea as its 

translation of Yam Suf.  

The Septuagint was produced by Jews living in Egypt 

circa 200 B.C.E. Is it just possible that these Jewish 

translators, who were a lot closer to the events in 

question than we are, both in terms of time and 

place, had a reliable tradition about where the 

famous crossing took place or what “Yam Suf” 

referred to? Even if that is not the case, “Sea of 

Reeds” is a hypothetical body of water; scholars do 

not agree on where or what it was. Many  speculate 

it was a marshy lake in northeastern Egypt between 

the Nile Delta and the Sinai Peninsula. Reeds, they 

point out, are a fresh-water plant and would not 

grow in the salty Red Sea.  

But should the name given to a body of water 

always be taken literally? Does it necessarily 

describe it accurately? Is the Pacific Ocean truly 

pacific? Is the Black Sea black? For that matter, is the 

Red Sea red? Does Yam Suf necessarily have to have 

reeds in it?  

Another reason scholars translate “Yam Suf” as “Sea 

of Reeds” is that, assuming there is a historical basis 

for the story of the crossing, they find it hard to 

imagine how such a deep and relatively wide body 

of water as the Red Sea, which is what separates 

East Africa from the Arabian Peninsula, could have 

been parted and crossed on dry land. But the Red 

Sea is not so wide everywhere. The northern end of  

it divides into two narrow gulfs that sandwich the 

Sinai Peninsula—on the west side is the Gulf of Suez, 

which terminates at what is today the Suez Canal, 

and on the east side is the Gulf of Aqaba, which 

terminates at Eilat, Israel, and Aqaba, Jordan. If 

there really was a crossing of the Red Sea, rather 

than of a fresh-water Sea of Reeds, one would think 

it would have occurred in one of these two gulfs. 

A good reason to think that Yam Suf was the Red 

Sea, and not some hypothetical Sea of Reeds, is that 

Yam Suf is mentioned elsewhere in the Tanakh, where 

“Red Sea” is a more plausible translation. I Kings 

9:26 states that King Solomon “built a fleet of ships 

at Ezion-geber, which is near Eloth, on the coast of 

Yam Suf, in the land of Edom.” Now surely the wisest 

of men would not have built an Israelite fleet in a 

land-locked Egyptian lake! Moreover, we know 

where the land of Edom was, and it was not near 

where the Sea of Reeds was supposedly located. It 

was in what is today southern Jordan. And Eloth and 

Ezion-geber were, it is believed, in the general 

vicinity of modern day Eilat.  

In other words, Yam Suf must refer here to the Gulf 

of Aqaba, that is, to the northern Red Sea. 

(According to Kings, Solomon’s fleet sailed from this 

location and brought back gold from a place called 

Ophir, thought by many to be Arabia, East Africa, or 

even India.) In the Torah itself, there are references 

to Yam Suf where it most likely means Red Sea. 

Numbers 21:4 states that after defeating the 

Canaanite King of Arad, who dwelt in the Negev, the 

Children of Israel “set out from Mount Hor by way of 

Yam Suf to skirt the land of Edom.” Not only is Mount 

Hor on the eastern side of the Jordan River, but 

again Yam Suf is mentioned in connection with Edom 

(which happens to mean “red”), this time in one of the 

Five Books of Moses.  

Even in the Exodus story itself, Chapter 10 says that 

after locusts covered “the entire land of Egypt” in the 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Kol Nashim Book Group - Jessica Weissman 

The KN Book Group met last month to discuss Inheritance, a memoir by Dani Shapiro.  This was an 

extraordinarily polarizing book.  A little more than half the group loved it, while a little less than half were 

either irritated by the author or otherwise did not like the book at all.  At least one person, who could not 

attend, told me that she thought the book was very well written but she would probably want to punch Dani 

Shapiro in the nose if she ever met her.   

By an odd coincidence the two groups were seated mainly on opposite sides of the room.  People on both 

sides expressed surprise that the author was complaining about being blond and blue-eyed.  Nearly 

everyone thought the book was too long and repetitious.   

At this month’s meeting on Tuesday January 21st at the home of John and Lynne List we will discuss 

kaddish.com by Nathan Englander  In this short and funny novel, a man’s life changes because he disappoints 

his sister by failing to say kaddish for his father.  More than that I cannot say without spoiling various 

surprises.  But I can assure you the book is far from the dreary tale of guilt you might be envisioning.  There 

are copies available in the DC library.  The Montgomery County library owns a lot of copies in hardback, e-

book, and audio formats, with many available and few holds.  Of course you can buy the hardback at local 

bookstores or the e-book from the usual sources. 

And now the big news.  We are moving to Evite invitations to help us better track who plans to attend.  

We have a list that we believe includes the regulars and others who have expressed interest.  You do not 

have to become an Evite member to respond to an invitation.  If you want to be on the Evite list please send 

your request to knbook@tifereth-israel.org.  If you loathe Evite with a white-hot passion (or even if you just 

dislike it) please RSVP directly to knbook@tifereth-israel.org 

There will still be announcements in the bulletin and the listserv, so if you prefer those methods of notification 

they’ll still be available. 

All are welcome to come to any of these meetings, whether you have finished the book or not and whether 

you respond to the Evite or some other way.  I look forward to seeing lots of you there and at future 

meetings. 

Red Sea or Sea of Reeds? - continued 

eighth plague, a strong west wind blew the whole swarm toward Yam Suf and not a single locust remained 

within the entire border of Egypt. It would be quite odd if all these locusts were deposited in the same lake 

that the Children of Israel would later cross. The Red Sea, which runs along virtually the entire eastern side of 

Egypt, makes more sense for where a powerful west wind would send locusts covering “the entire land of 

Egypt,” even if there is some hyperbole involved here. It makes more sense to me, anyway.  

Scholars may have their reasons, but if Yam Suf refers here and elsewhere to the Red Sea, should they be so 

insistent that in the story of the crossing it refers to something else? And should translators render “Yam Suf” 

as “Sea of Reeds” throughout their entire translations of the Biblical text, as many of them now do, even 

where the reference clearly seems to be to the Red Sea?  

mailto:knbook@tiferethisrael.org?subject=Please%20add%20me%20to%20the%20Evite%20list%20for%20KN%20book%20club%20meetings
mailto:knbook@tiferethisrael.org?subject=Please%20add%20me%20to%20the%20Evite%20list%20for%20KN%20book%20club%20meetings
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Social Action Committee (SAC) Update 
Esther and Gene Herman 

The Social Action Committee’s (SAC) activities in De-

cember included the annual Christmas Dinner Project 

which involved serving meals at three local shelters: 

Adams Place, Harriet Tubman Women’s Shelter and 

Friendship Place, with a total number of about 300 

residents. As often occurs, on Christmas, the Hermans 

and others were asked to drive and serve from the 

Martha’s Table Van, as there were no other regu-

lars that could perform this very important task.  

In January, the SAC is planning a program for the 

Martin Luther King Shabbat. The theme for that 

Shabbat is Intolerance. The program will include a 

topical guest speaker during the service and a 

SHALEM panel in the afternoon. 

Due to Dina Borzekowski’s contacts, a school in 

Sierra Leone was identified as needing assistance. 

The SAC Marvin Caplan Fund has provided funds to 

support the salary of a librarian for a school library 

at Holy Child Junior High School, for one year. 

When we began this project a few months ago, the 

school had no library facility or books. Books were 

collected at TI and delivered to the new school li-

brary by Dina.  There is also a need for uniform 

and supplies. The total cost for each student for one 

year is $70.  The SAC is considering sponsoring sev-

eral students. 

This just a sample of activities of the SAC, as we 

reach out to help those in our local community and 

those communities far from us. All are welcome to 

join in our planning and ongoing activities. Meetings 

are held the 3rd Wednesday of each month, usually 

at the Hermans’ home.  
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The Brigade - Book Review 
Bernie Shleien  

This novel was originally published in Hebrew.  The author is Hanoch Bartov, who won the coveted liter-

ary award, the Sholansky Prize, in 1965.  The translator is David Segal, who captured its colorful style. 

The Brigade is the story of a brigade, part of the British army, of young Jewish soldiers from Palestine, at 

the end of World War II. The war is over but peace is not theirs. Elisha Kurk, like the rest of the young 

men in the Palestine Brigade, makes his way up the boot of Italy.  They have not seen the enemy and 

have not fired a single shot against the Nazi troops that most of them have a burning desire to wreak 

vengeance against. Their sense of impotence is the central theme of this compassionate and powerful nov-

el. 

Kurk’s experiences include meeting a Jewish woman who works as a nurse using false German papers 

identifying her as a Christian. She chooses to stay as she is. The Palestinians cannot understand her deci-

sion.  Neither can Elisha understand the relative he finds who stayed alive by feeding the ovens at a con-

centration camp with the bodies of Jewish dead. 

The men of brigade are reservists, for whom each day is similar to the one before.  In the morning they 

strike the two-man tents they slept in.  Report to the parade ground, go through roll call,. Do the manual 

of arms.  They participate in the war by throwing rocks at Nazi prisoners traveling in the other direction.  

In the afternoon they are free to exercise and play poker.  Some get drunk. 

Elisha loved a girl from Jerusalem.  He knows he has lost her because his letters are unanswered. Their 

families and backgrounds were very different.  He was born in a moshava to Orthodox parents against 

whom he rebelled. She came from a family of lawyers and lived in a stone house in an upper class Jeru-

salem neighborhood.  She marries a lawyer.  Although she does not write to him, she sends him books he 

needs for his matriculation exam into the Hebrew University. 

In the most bizarre experience a German woman, the wife of an SS officer, has her home vandalized 

and her daughter threatened by members of the brigade.  The men in the Brigade are split, some view-

ing it as a form of vengeance, others seeing it as morally wrong.  Indeed the two culprits are found and 

hidden away out of the ranks.  It is covered up by the British army.  The men of the brigade still must en-

dure the German woman going up and down the ranks looking for the culprits. 

Elisha’s sense of impotence grows into a sense of courage and strength, preparing him for the tests he will 

face in Germany. 

Dreidel Tournament 

at the Havdallah 

potluck.  Photos by 

Jennifer Kefer. 
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Christmas Dinner Preparation 

Every year TI volunteers work with members of other Jewish groups to serve a Christmas meal at several 

local shelters.  The photos of turkey carving at the home of Gene and Esther Herman are by Martin Kessel. 

Preparation started on December 

22nd when Mona Berch (at left) 

and her crew brought utensils out 

of the attic and set them up to be 

sent to the locations where dinner 

was served.  Photo by Julie 

Steinberg. 
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http://shalomdc.org/event/dcpreschoolfair
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https://forms.gle/RVKaB5qTXsfMLXkF8
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Rabbinic Search Committee Report -  Sara Goldberg 

Thanks to everyone who attended our congregational briefing on December 19! The same information 

will be shared at the January board meeting. We expect it to be open to the congregation, so there will 

be another opportunity to hear the results of the community input meetings and survey. If you would like 

to review the slide deck from the presentation, copies will be available in the TI office. 

The committee has received nine applications so far! We hear that is the largest number of applications 

received by any conservative Congregation in the U.S. In December, we conducted seven first round 

interviews and four second round interviews, with more to come. 

Given the timing of applications, we now anticipate the visits will happen in late January through early 

March. We will let you know as soon as a visit is confirmed. Before each visit weekend, we will email a 

detailed schedule, along with information about the candidate. 

The visit will include a reception on Friday night before services, and a dinner to follow. On Saturday, we 

will have a teaching and Q&A session after services. Sunday will include opportunities for the candidate 

to interact with tots, school-aged children, and teens, as well as parents. 

How can you help?  

First, you can help sponsor weekend meals. All events will be free and open to the congregation, but your 

financial support will help make these events extra special. We welcome all donations, large and small. 

Just contact the office to designate a gift for the rabbinic search visits. 

Second, you can help by submitting a question for the Q&A session on Saturday after lunch. Send your 

questions to us via email – tidcrabbisearch@gmail.com – and we will choose as many as possible for the 

session. We will also designate committee members to whom you can suggest questions orally during the 

weekend.  

As always, if you have any questions and feedback for the committee please email us or leave a 

voicemail at (202) 596-6045.  

If you were wondering 

about how much fun the 

Havdallah Potlucks are,  

looking at this photo of 

everyone who attend-

ed December’s gather-

ing should convince you 

to go to the January, 

February or March 

gatherings.  Look for 

more Havdallah photos 

elsewhere in this issue. 

Photo by Julie Steinberg 

mailto:tidcrabbisearch@gmail.com?subject=I%20have%20a%20question
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TI Teen Times - Elena Prieto 

Happy Hanukkah! December has been a great 

month for Kadima and USY. We had two successful 

events, Kadima at Board & Brew where we enjoyed 

hot chocolate and board games, and USY at glow in 

the dark minigolf! We also celebrated Hanukkah 

with the congregation at the Hanukkah 

Extravaganza.  

Next month, we are excited for even more events 

and opportunities to get to know each other and 

have fun! On January 11th, Kadima will have a 

movie night with popcorn and snacks! Afterwards, 

USY will have a movie marathon. Please see at right 

for the links to RSVP and to suggest which movie 

you’d like to watch! Also, Seaboard is having a USY 

formal on January 18th, and the weekend of 

January 25th, Seaboard has their annual Claire 

Sodden Memorial Weekend.   

As always, please feel free to reach out to me with 

any questions or comments at elena@tifereth-

israel.org. Looking forward to what’s to come!  

 

Kadima RSVP: https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/

event/kadima---movie-night.html 

Kadima Movie Suggestion form: https://forms.gle/

RKVonixy7Btatak27 

USY RSVP: https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/

usy---movie-marathon.html 

USY Movie Suggestion form: https://forms.gle/

mz4J7qfRdwftHLpt5 

Photos by Elena Prieto 

mailto:elena@tifereth-israel.org
mailto:elena@tifereth-israel.org
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/kadima---movie-night.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/kadima---movie-night.html
https://forms.gle/RKVonixy7Btatak27
https://forms.gle/RKVonixy7Btatak27
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/usy---movie-marathon.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/usy---movie-marathon.html
https://forms.gle/mz4J7qfRdwftHLpt5
https://forms.gle/mz4J7qfRdwftHLpt5
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Field Trip to the Maryland Jewish Museum - Howard Gumnitzky 

On December 8th, our 6th and 8th graders journeyed to the Maryland Jewish Museum in Baltimore, to 

participate in an innovative program about the scrap industry. We learned of the important role that Jewish 

immigrants had in creating the scrap industry. The exhibit showed us how almost everything that becomes 

worn, useless, or obsolete can be changed into something useful again, which resonates with our students' 

interest in environmental issues. We participated in activities, such as "scrap Monopoly," which helped our 

students experience the sights and sounds of one of America's largest industries, its innovative technology, 

and the stories of the Jewish immigrant families that built it.  Some of our students have grandparents who 

were active in the scrap industry, which made this trip the more special.  

We also toured the Lloyd Street Synagogue, the third-oldest continuing standing synagogue in the United 

States. Our guide pointed out the "Americanized" exterior of this 1841 building, which resembled a U.S. 

courthouse with columns. The interior, though, has traditional Jewish characteristics, including a uniquely 

crafted ornate Aron Kodesh.  It was a memorable trip to the original Jewish neighborhood in Baltimore! 

Juniper Street Lobby Collection for Casa Del Migrante Nuevo Laredo 

We are collecting toiletries and necessities for people waiting in Mexico to migrate to the US. Please place your 

donations in the box in the Juniper Street lobby.  We are looking for donations of shoelaces, hotel-sized soap, 

deodorant spray, toothbrushes, new men's socks and underwear, and new women's socks and underwear. 

The organization distributing these items is called Casa del Migrante Nuevo Laredo. Here is some information 

about them: 

The Casa del Migrante “Nazareth” in the Diocese of Nuevo Laredo, Tamaulipas (on the border with Laredo, 

Texas), was created in response to the high level of migrants passing through the area in the past few decades. 

Since February of this year, the local Church has responded to this new reality and the needs of migrants with 

profound compassion, providing food, clothing, medical care, lodging, and humanitarian and spiritual assistance 

and attention. Through the new Casa, which can hold 120 guests, migrants are served more efficiently and with 

better organization. Accordingly, they are received in to the Casa “as they deserve, as persons with rights and 

dignity,” as enumerated by Bishop Ricardo Watty Urquidi, at the inauguration of the new structure. 

For more information, please contact Sheryl Frank at frank_sj@verizon.net. 

mailto:frank_sj@verizon.net
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Himmelfarb Happenings January 2020 

Rina Rebibo 

December was a quick month, which culminated with 
our annual Hanukkah Extravaganza. Approximately 
140 people enjoyed a delicious dinner of subs, 
latkes & sufganiyot while being entertained by the 
magic of The Amazing Cantori. Although the holiday 
had not yet started, people enjoyed the DIY 
Hanukkah snow globes & greeting cards. See photos 

below. 

The big event coming up is on January 31- February 
1. Over that Shabbat we will hold our pre-B’nai 
Mitzvah retreat for all TI 6th graders. The time we 

spend together is an opportunity to create a 
community among the class as they begin preparing 
for their B’nai Mitzvah. The retreat culminates after 

Shabbat with Laser Tag.  

Important Dates: 

January 5th - School resumes 

January 19th – No School for MLK weekend 

January 31- February 1 – 6th grade retreat 

Photos by Jeff Peterman 
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Donations 

ANNUAL APPEAL DONATIONS 

Donor  

Robert Feron & Dione Pereira 

Samuel Isaacson & Amelia Karraker 

Leonard & Joy Baxt 

Stan Dorn & Carla Ellern 

Stanley Grabia & Varda Fink 

Abraham & Dena Greenstein 

Steven Kalish & Anita Bollt 

Joshua & Francesca Kranzberg 

Jonah & Stephanie Roodman Murdock 

Charles Rombro & Pamela Stone 

Phil & Dianne Spellberg 

Daniel & Allison Turner 

Mark Verschell & Elizabeth Leff 

Alan & Cynthia Weitz 

James & Diana Zurer 

CHRISTMAS DINNER DONATIONS 

Donor  

Michelle Adato 

Larry Baizer & Elaine Lewis 

Judith Berland 

Ernie Englander 

Seth Glabman & Dr. Martha Hare 

Myrna Goldman 

Robin Goldstein 

Joyce Migdal 

Kenneth E. Morris & Terri A. Zall 

Beth Sperber Richie 

Carol Stern & Miriam Eisenstein 

Jack A. Stone & Wilma Brier 

Paula Tucker 

Mark Verschell & Elizabeth Leff 

David Wachtel & Jennifer Goldstein 

Dov Weitman & Sylvia Horwitz 

Donor                  In honor of 

Martin Kessel & Gail Robinson   Mona Berch and all 
   Christmas lunch 
   volunteers 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

Donor  

Raymond & Rebecca Coleman 

Regina Schatz 

Donor                  In honor of 

William & Miriam Galston                Ezra Gilvin 

Daniel & Elizabeth Handwerker       Amira's Bat Mitzvah  

Donor                  In memory of 

Howard & Barbara White Robert Agus 

MARVIN CAPLAN SOCIAL ACTION FUND 

Donor  

David & Elana Cohen 

Donor                  In memory of 

Alan Zibel & Renee Gindi                Edward Cohen    

Donor                  In honor of 

Myrna Goldman              Ezra Dov-Ber Gilvin 

Ed Koren & Claudine Schweber   Georgia Herron's  
                                                            95th birthday 

MOLLIE BERCH LIBRARY FUND 

Donor                  In honor of 

Mark Lewis & Janet Nesse  Cynthia Peterman  

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 

Donor                   

Amy & David Kritz 

John W. & Clara C. Higgins  
    Foundation 

Donor                  In honor of 

Daniel & Elizabeth Handwerker  Amira's Bat Mitzvah 

Mark Lewis & Janet Nesse  Myrna Goldman 

Yochanan Sullivan & Yvonne  Rabbi Ethan & 
     Shashoua            Rachel Seidel  

YAHRZEIT DONATIONS 

Donor  

Julie Greenspoon 

Carole Preston 

Sylvia Feig Schlitt 

Donor                  In memory of 

Natalie Arosemena Robert Allan Barr 

Florence Berlin Nathan Berlin 

Sharon P. Brown Morris Brown 

Jerry Burke Milton H. Burke 

(Continued on page 19) 
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Gevarim - Andrew Reamer

Movie Nite@TI 

Sunday, January 19 • 7:30 pm • Berch Library -- The 

People vs. Fritz Bauer -- Germany, 1957. Attorney 

General Fritz Bauer learns of the whereabouts of SS-

Obersturmbannführer Adolf Eichmann in Buenos Aires. 

Bauer, himself Jewish, has been trying to take crimes of 

the Third Reich to court  since returning from Danish ex-

ile. Distrusting the German justice system, Bauer contacts 

the Israeli secret service Mossad. (2015, German, 105 

mins). 

Talmud Study 

Saturday, January 4 from 1:00-2:00 pm in the Reamer 

Chapel. Rabbi Seidel guides a regular study of the Tal-

mud in English translation.  

The Dead Sea Scrolls 

Dr. Gary Rendsburg, professor of Jewish history at Rut-

gers University, guides us in an in-depth exploration of 

the Dead Sea Scrolls and the theology and practices of 

the Yahad, the utopian Essene group that produced 

them. His video lectures are introduced and the discus-

sion led by Allan Tulchin.  

Sunday, January 12 • 10:30 am-12:15 pm • Berch 

Library 

Lecture 9: Pesher Interpretation—Prophecy Read Anew 

-- Pesher is a method of interpretation whereby the true 

message of a Biblical book is understood to speak to 

present-day conditions, not the original historical setting. 

Lecture 10: The War Scroll and Other Apocalyptic 

Texts -- The War Scroll details a cataclysmic battle be-

tween the sons of light (the sect’s self-designation) and 

the sons of darkness (all other Jews), using military tech-

niques and maneuvers known from Roman sources. 

Sunday, January 26 • 10:30 am-12:15 pm • Berch Li-

brary 

Lecture 11: Biblical Manuscripts at Qumran -- This lec-

ture explores the arcane world of biblical textual criti-

cism, a scholarly enterprise that attempts to establish 

the original text of the Bible. It discusses the scribal 

transmission of texts in antiquity, the oral reading tradi-

tion, ancient translations of the Bible, the Samaritan ver-

sion of the Torah, and most pertinently the bibli-

cal manuscripts found in the Qumran caves. 

Lecture 12: Alternative Views of Qumran and the Scrolls 

-- To date, the class has presented the majority opinion 

concerning the Dead Sea Scrolls. It now describes alter-

native views. 

Game Night 

Saturday, January 25 • 7:30 pm • Berch Library -- Ge-

varim and Kol Nashim co-sponsor this popular annual 

event, which this year includes a whiskey tasting and a 

toast of Rabbi Seidel. 

Donations - continued 

Donor   In memory of 

Marc & Karen Drazin William Jeweler  

Dr Irwin & Marilyn Feldman Lillian Pittle Norris 

Tamar Hendel Fishman Jacob Robert 
   Fishman 

Toby Friedman David Friedman 

Myrna Goldman Lorraine Goldman  

Denise Iskow Leon H. Burka 

Beverly Lehrer Frederick Lehrer 

Carol Levin Peter J. Levin, Lev 
 B. Levin, and 

  Francis Passen 

David & Janice Mehler William Greene 

Jacob I. Melamed Moses Melamed 

Morton & Adele Samler Sadie Rosenthal  
   Goldstein 

Donor In memory of 

Joshua Shleien & Sara Debra Shleien 
    Wascowicz 

Arnold B. & Tobyanne Sidman Samuel Corman 
  & Rose Corman 

Yochanan Sullivan & Yvonne Sonya Rozansky 
   Shashoua   Shashoua 

James & Diana Zurer Selmajean 
  Schneider 

YIZKOR DONATIONS 

Donor  

Myrna Goldman 
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 Upcoming Friday Night Minyan Assignments 

 
Minyan assignments may change to accommodate 
rabbinical candidate visits. 
 
January 3, 2020  

Eliot & Traci Goldberg 

Joseph & Dody Goldberg 

Joshua & Sara Goldberg  

Myrna Goldman 

Paul Goldman & Debbie Pomerance 

Tom & Lisa Goldring 

Paul & Rachel Goldstein 

Francis Gomes & Rachel Lande 

Michael Gotthelf & Rachel Vile 

Stefan & Wilhelmina Gottschalk  

Stan Grabia & Varda Fink 

Lee & Jenni Grabel  

Marjorie Greenberg  

Henry & Melea Greenfeld  

Larry Greenfield & Melanie Gross Greenfield 
 
January 10, 2020  

Abraham & Dena Greenstein 

Franca Brilliant  

Richard Gryziak & Leigh Verbois  

Stefan Gunter & Lisa Goldberg 

Jonathan Halpern 

Daniel & Elizabeth Handwerker  

David & Sara Handwerker  

Eliot Harrison & Wendy Blake-Coleman 

David Hart & Lois Frankel 

Michael Heimowitz & Dori Gillman 

Matt & Linda Heller 

Steve & Shelly Heller 

Bruce Heppen & Bonnie Suchman 
 
January 17, 2020  

Eugene & Esther Herman 

Carolivia Herron 

Gayle & Erik Hope  

Hedy Howard 

Neil Hyman & Rachel Decter Hyman 

Samuel Isaacson & Amelia Karraker  

Alexander Isicson & Virginia Kemp  

Anita Isicson 

Leonard Jewler & Andrea Rosen 

Harvey Kabaker & Andrea Kline 

Steven Kalish & Anita Bollt 

Mark & Sarah Kass  

Joshua & Jennifer Kefer 

Kenneth Kellner & Nina Bronk Kellner 
 
January 24, 2020   

Rabbi Jason & Devora Kimelman-Block 

Alexandra Kincannon & Paul Moorehead 

Shemaya & Dori Klar 

Morris Klein & Naomi Freeman 

Aaron Kofner & Anat Shahar  

Roger Kohn 

Allan Kolker  

Edward Koren & Claudine Schweber 

Michael & Lisa Kraft 

Anita Kramer 

Joshua & Francesca Kranzberg 

Gabriel Kravitz & Yael Smiley  

David & Amy Kritz 

Richard Kruger & Naimah Weinberg 

Daniel & Juliet Kuhn  

Matthew Kunkin & Hilary Sachs 

Simcha Kuritzky 

Susan Laden 
Samuel Lair 

Alan Landay 

Robert Lande & Jeri Roth Lande 
 
January 31, 2020 

Scott Lasensky & Elise Pressma  

Alexander Laufer & Jennifer Siegel Laufer 

Jen Lav & Susan Gilvin  

Michael & Iris Lav 

Mitchell Lazarus & Judith Shapiro 

(Continued on page 21) 
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Beverly Lehrer 

Elihu Leifer  

Ken & Rachel Lemberg 

Mark & Ilene Levine  

Steve LeVine & Nuri Nurlybayeva 

Wylie & Kim Levone  

Mark Lewis & Janet Nesse 

Dan Liebman & Lis Davis 

Lisa Traiger  

Michael Linden & Rebecca Melsky   

Fred Lipschultz & Rabbi Devorah Lynn  

John & Lynne List 

John Lister 

Sara Luterman  

 
February 7, 2020 

Oscar & Amy Mann  

Sarna Marcus  

Stephen Marcus & Renee Matalon 

Joseph & Paula Martin 

Robert Mathis & Tali Stopak-Mathis 

David & Carla Matusow 

Rachel & Jackson McClam  

Allison & Colin McMillan  

Tobi McFarland 

David & Janice Mehler 

Stephen Meltzer 

Ethan Merlin & Joelle Novey 

David & Dana Mermelstein 

Sarah & Rachel Meytin 

Josephine Mickelson  

Michael & Barbara Milton 

Ken Morris & Terri Zall 

Jerry & Sharon Muller 

 
February 14, 2020 

Jonah & Stephanie Murdock 

Myron Murdock & Judy Herzog-Murdock 

Josh Nadas & Lillie Rosen  

Ray & Adele Natter 

Sheridan & Dana Neimark 

Michael H. New & Linda Turnowski  

Stephen Nelson & Leslie Goodman-Malamuth 

Jeffrey & Lauren Nosanov  

David Ogilvie & Miriam Lederer  

Lee & Hedy Ohringer 

Sarah Osborne 

Delanie Ostrow  

Larry Paul & Joye Newman 

Perry & Fylis Peckham 

Daniel Pederson & Dafna Spear 

David Pelzer & Ellie Tiemann  

Melissa Perera 

Adam & Jessica Perlmutter 

Jeff & Cynthia Peterman 

Michael Pitch & Elaine Weiss 

Joshua Pitlick & Janet Blank 

 
February 21, 2020 

David & Laurel Rabin 

Glenn Rapoport  

Jacqueline Ratner 

Andrew Reamer 

Sanford & Shelley Reback 

Arnold & Naomi Revzin 

Ruth Reynolds 

Kelly & Stephen Rickard  

Howard Riker & Danielle Glosser 

Morris & Judy Rodenstein 

Joseph Rofrano & Lynn Golub-Rofrano 

Charles Rombro & Pamela Stone 

Elliot Rosen & Sharon Cohen 

Andrew Roshwalb & Jackelyn Lopez Roshwalb 

Aviel Roshwald & Alene Moyer 

Ari Roth & Kate Schecter 

Nancy Roth 

Marc Rothenberg & Ivy Baer 

(Continued on page 22) 

 Upcoming Friday Night Minyan Assignments continued 
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 Upcoming Friday Night Minyan Assignments continued 

February 28, 2020 

Renana Brooks  

David & Stephanie Rubin 

Howard & Hannah Rubin 

Stephen & Jill Saletta  

Mark & Diann Saltman 

Richard Schachter  

Lawrence & Pearl Schainker 

Eric & Shira Schechtman 

Michael & Mical Schneider 

Keith Secular & Susan Catler 

Paul Seltman & Jeanne Ireland 

Hershel & Judith Shanks  

David & Lois Shapiro  

Phillip & Ruth Shapiro 

Yvonne Shashoua & Yochanan Sullivan 

Noam Shelef & Deborah Quint Shelef  

Jaclyn Shettler & Aaron Marx  

Randy Showstack & Michele Zador  

Nathaniel Shyovitz  

Richard & Marjorie Siegel 
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One of the more common amulet inscriptions is the letter heh.  It is the first letter of  השם HaShem, literally 

"the Name," which is used as a substitute for God's holy Name, since Jews are prohibited from using God's 
Name casually.  Amulets containing only the letter heh were popular among Jews in 19th Century Germany 
and Holland.  But to introduce the topic, here are some heh amulets with longer inscriptions, which tell us 

more about their purpose. 

  

  

 

Rabbi Nakhman of Bratzlav wrote "The letter heh made of silver is a charm for fertility."  The hand en-
graved bronze medal at left (late 19th Century Russia) has a large heh in the center with lamed zayin inside.  

This is an acronym for  הא לכם זרע“  Here is seed for you” (Genesis 47:23), which is used to cure infertility.  

The rest of the inscription includes the mystical Name of 42 letters, yud heh vov heh spelled out, and angel 
names.  Next to it is a cast medal that was quite popular in Poland.  The heh is surrounded by the standard 
child blessing “This child will grow great in Torah, the khuppa, and good deeds.”  The back has two fish 

(common fertility symbols) along with another prayer for the child. 

 

 

 

Throughout the Nineteenth Century and into the early Twentieth, it was common for jewelers to make keep-
sakes called love tokens by polishing off part or all of one (sometimes both) sides of a coin and engraving 
an inscription or artwork on them.  There are many heh amulet love tokens.  A few of the ones I’ve encoun-
tered have an inscription indicating these were associated with a child birth.  The clearest one is a Prussian 
thaler (dollar) silver coin that has a heh inside a Magen David with the German inscription “Rudolph Blumen-
berg born 24 May 1866.”  A small disk that I thought started out as a gold dollar but an X-ray analysis 

showed it was only 13 karat gold has a heh on one side and on the other “From Mother & Father to Baby 

The Heh Amulet - Simcha Kuritzky 



        

   January 2020                              Tifereth Israel Menorah                                    Page  24           

The Heh Amulets - continued 

dear Nov 5th 1913.”  Two gold dollars have short inscriptions that might be associated with a birth.  One has 

“March 8th ’96: under a heh and another has a cursive “I.A.L. 1915” over the heh. 

 

More common are amulets with only a heh.  Here are small looped pendants, the first with a floral back-
ground, the second has a line over the heh indicating it is an abbreviation for HaShem, the third has a small 

heh on a heart-shaped pendant with the name Suse in cursive on the back.  

 

 

There are many love tokens with just a heh.  Most are engraved on U.S. silver dimes or gold dollars.  Some 
are fairly plain, like this 1856 gold dollar, but the three dimes have, in sequence, the heh inside a vine, on a 

checker pattern, and one which placed it inside the original coin’s wreath. 

   

Some love tokens are fancier.  The 1848 Dutch half guilder has the heh cut out from the coin and retains the 
original design.  The gold dollar has a gold heh applique while the 1896 South African half pond has an en-

graved heh filled with diamond chips. 

(Continued on page 25) 
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Havdallah Potluck 

        

Jews mostly stopped making heh amulets around World War Two, though amulets incorporating a heh as 
part of a larger inscription are still commonly made and sold in Israel.  What has replaced the heh is khay 
meaning alive, which has also become popular among gentiles, so the rectangular cut-out pendant may have 
come from a non-Jewish source.  However, khay does appear on these Jewish brass charity tokens from the 
Jerusalem Home for Incurable Invalids and Eitur Rabbanim seminar.  The first seminary medal includes a new 

year inscription, while the second medal adds a religious slant by quoting Leviticus 18 חי בהם  5: with the 

translation “and he shall live in them,” referring to the commandments. 

While modern khay amulets are easily found, it takes some effort to find the older heh amulets, but most of 
these are inexpensive ($5-$50).  Obviously the gold pendants cost more, but even they frequently sell close 

to the value of the metal. 

The Heh Amulets - continued 

Photos by Jennifer Kefer 
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Serving Christmas Dinner 

TI-ers serving dinner at the Adams 

Shelter. 

It’s Your Menorah - Jessica Weissman, Menorah Editor 

The Menorah is here for you. We run plenty of notices about TI events, and we make sure you know when 

your Friday night minyan assignment is coming up. We print as many photos as we can of TI-ers enjoying 

each others’ company or engaged in social action. We let you know what’s new in the library, and we list 

donations. We run a variety of articles on Jewish-related topics by our members.  

All of that’s all right, but there must be more, don’t you think?  

What do you want to see in the Menorah? What topics should be covered? Is there a topic you want to talk 

about, but don’t think it’s suitable for a drash (or you might dread public speaking)? Please let me know, or 

just send me an article. I’ll be happy to help you with your draft if you like, or leave it alone except for copy 

editing if you prefer. You can find me at kiddush or email me at menorah@tifereth-israel.org. I look forward 

to hearing from you.  

mailto:menorah@tifereth-israel.org?subject=An%20idea%20for%20the%20Menorah

