
The Menorah 

 April 2020 Nisan / Iyar 5780   

Search Committee Update 6 

Nayes un Mechayes      8 

My Trip to Cuba       10 

TI Teen Times         12 

Himmelfarb Happenings 14 

Donations   16 

Gevarim   17 

Friday Night Minyan 

   Assignments   18 

KN Book Group    19 

* On-line readers can click the
title of an article to go directly to
that article

Inside This Issue* 

From the President: Sylvia Horwitz 

It seems like a lifetime ago that I sat down to write my 
column for the March Menorah. It was fun to think about 
and write about how cooking, baking, and eating food 
together at TI is such an integral part of our TI experi-
ence. Well, I look forward to getting back to that some-

time in the future. But today’s reality is different. 

Today, I am so grateful to be part of the TI family, so 
grateful that we have a supportive, caring community, so 
grateful that we are a community that is making the ef-
fort to continue to get together on line, so that we can 
continue to share experiences and by doing so, check in with each other. And so 
grateful to the staff and volunteers who are making all of these shared experienc-

es possible. 

As I mentioned in my first ever Menorah column, I spent a lot of my adult life unaf-
filiated with any synagogue, and not particularly interested in joining a syna-
gogue. I’ve been thinking recently about how much poorer my life would be, now in 
particular, without my TI family. We are not isolated. Some of us may be living 
alone, but we are not separated. If we are fortunate enough to have broadband at 
home, we can learn together, daven together, schmooze. For those of us without inter-

(Continued on page 2) 

We can do this: Rabbi Ethan Seidel 

“Do what?” you may ask.  “We don’t even know who has 
the virus, or how long we’re going to need to keep up so-
cial distancing, or if our family and friends are going to 
survive this, or even if we ourselves will make it through! 
We’re not at all sure, if this goes on for months and months, 
how we’re going to cope.  And if we have to wait a year 
for the vaccine for life to return to normal…  Rabbi, it’s not 

like you to be a cheerleader!” 

It is tempting to think that only in cases where there is a clear goal-line, a clear do-
able objective, that the phrase “We can do this!” makes sense.  But is that correct? 
In such a case, the “this” in “We Can Do This!” may be clear.  However, it is often 
not doable; often things out of our control stand in our way.  Saying “We can do 
this” to ourselves in such cases makes some sense, but it’s more of a hizzuk, a 
phrase to strengthen our resolve, than a true statement, more cheerleading than 
religious truth. To my mind, “We can do this” actually works better with the kind of 

(Continued on page 3) 
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net access at home, as long as we have a telephone, we can stay connected, and we are accessible. What a 

blessing it is to have and be a part of this wonderful community! 

Needless to say, I have never experienced a pandemic. I have never experienced the need for “social distanc-
ing.” The closest experience I can recall was quite different. I was living in Jerusalem during the first Gulf War in 
1991. In anticipation of scuds arriving from Iraq, everyone in Israel was issued a gas mask and learned about 
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creating a “sealed room” at home where we would go 
when the sirens sounded. There were training sessions 
at community centers to teach us how to use our gas 
masks and how to “seal” a room. We attended these 
sessions with our friends and neighbors. It was a fright-
ening time. We didn’t know then whether the scuds 
would be carrying chemical weapons or not. We didn’t 
know whether the Patriot anti-missile installations would 
be effective. But it was an intensely communal experi-
ence. At the beginning, I was with friends, together put-
ting on our gas masks and staying together in the 
sealed room until the all-clear sounded. As it became 
apparent that Tel Aviv and other population centers – 
but not Jerusalem – were being targeted, a friend 
from Tel Aviv started sleeping in my living room. We 
went out (carrying our gas masks), we went to work, 
we shopped, we shared meals at our homes. Life set-
tled into a new normal. The scuds arrived at a fairly 
predictable time of day, in the evening or at night. Af-
ter each attack, the IDF spokesman updated the coun-
try on television on where the attacks occurred, wheth-
er there were casualties. And then, after seven weeks, 

it was over.  

Our new normal is social distancing and our “virtual 
community,” and we don’t know how long we will need 
to keep our distance physically from one another. It 
isn’t easy not being able to gather at TI, and it has 
been particularly hard for the families that had 
planned b’nei mitvah during this time. But we still have 
each other. We are very fortunate to have the techno-
logical capability to have a virtual community. Let’s 
make the effort for as long as needed, to join together 
in classes, at services, and in conversation. And if you 
have ideas for virtual events that you would like to see 
happen, as always, you can send me an email at ti-
president@tifereth-israel.org. And when this is all be-
hind us, I look forward to sharing and cooking meals 

with you again – in person. 

Wishing you all a healthy and happy Pesach. 

Sylvia 

mailto:eseidel@tifereth-israel.org
mailto:info@tifereth-israel.org
mailto:sylvia.ticong@gmail.com
mailto:tiexec@tifereth-israel.org
mailto:sheri@tifereth-israel.org
mailto:rina@tifereth-israel.org
mailto:eprieto816@gmail.com
mailto:delanie@tifereth-israel.org
mailto:rozsplace@yahoo.com
mailto:tipresident@tifereth-israel.org
mailto:tipresident@tifereth-israel.org
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Notes from the Rabbi - continued 

constantly-shifting situation we are now facing.  
When we have no predictable end-date and no 
way of knowing how bad things are going to get, 
when we’re not even clear exactly what we should 
be doing.  This kind of situation describes most of 
life’s challenges.  Sure, it’s fun to play games with 
clear winners and losers, but these games are pleas-
urable partly because they are so unlike the rest of 
life, in which very little is clear, in which we all have 
some triumphs and losses, but few if any are clear 

winners or losers. 

When I say to you now “We can do this”, I mean: 

“We”, our community, full of kind and active folks, 

with our myriad connections and proven ability to 

help each other in time of need, strengthened as we 

are by our tradition, and by our sense of God’s 

presence in our lives, “can do”, are able, though 

admittedly not guaranteed, to follow through to the 

best of our God-given ability, “this”, whatever it is 

that God puts in front of us in this crisis.  I’m not 

merely re-saying “God doesn’t give you anything 

you cannot handle” - a cliché I find personally un-

helpful.  I’m adjusting it slightly: “God gives you 

strength to serve the Holy in some way in most any 

given situation.  Stay alert for what it is you may 

have been created to do.”  This is what you can al-

ways do. 

We don’t know exactly what sacrifices we may need 

to make for family and community, what suffering 

we will have to witness, or even endure ourselves.  

But I know you, Tifereth Israel.  And we will work to-

gether to do what we can, wherever this plague 

takes us. 

These thoughts ran through my mind this morning, af-

ter the morning minyan we Zoomed for Rosh Hodesh 

Nisan (3/26).  I led Hallel.  It wasn’t easy, leading a 

Zoom minyan, with everyone else muted.  It’s hard to 

build any ru’ach without hearing each other.  Last 

night I had decided to use not the normally happy 

melodies, but rather to focus on the “crying-out-to-

God” type of tunes.  And as I led, and thought of the 

possible tragedies upcoming as this virus starts to 

multiply, I found myself fighting back tears.  And 

when we ended the service, I sat down and wept.  I 

thought of the tough times ahead, and I wondered if 

I would be up to it.  And I felt possessed by the feel-

ing I often have in such moments, the feeling I’m try-

ing right now to pass on to you: God will be with us.   

Recall what God said to Moses, when Moses said 

(Exodus 3:11) “Who am I, that I should go to Phar-

aoh, that I should take the Israelites out of Egypt.”  

God’s answer was “I will be with you.”  I.e. it’s not 

about you and whether you’re qualified.  It’s about 

your ability to sense God’s presence, and to be 

strengthened by it; it’s about your ability to subsume 

your own ego before the needs of your loved ones, 

and the larger community.   

There is what to fear coming to meet us.  But there is 

strength here to meet the challenge.  Have confi-

dence in yourself, and in our community.  With God’s 

help, we can do this. 

Rabbi Seidel 

Hamentaschen baking 

with Rabbi Seidel 

and a team of 

dedicated bakers. 

Photos by Melanie 

Greenfield 
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Moving Furniture and Hiding the Service Leader 

Do Not Promote Spirituality - David Cohen 

I may be getting crotchety with advancing years, and may be part of a shrinking minority, but I am baf-

fled and disappointed by recent trends in the choreography of services at Tifereth Israel.   

There was a time when the service leader stood on the bimah, facing the congregation, where he/she 
could easily be seen and a connection between leader and congregants could be established.  Then a 
shift occurred, where many, if not most, service leaders stood on the lower bimah, one step up from the 
floor, where he/she could not be easily seen or heard.  This, in turn, was followed by service leaders more 
often than not facing the bimah, with their backs to the congregation, making it difficult for a connection to 

be established with the congregants. 

The latest and most unsatisfying variant is to move the leader’s lectern to the center aisle, a few rows back 
from the front, where it is even more difficult to see/hear the leader, unless one is sitting in the first seats 

on either side of the center aisle.   

While the intent, no doubt, of all these meanderings is to overcome the limitations of our sanctuary’s de-
sign, so as to create a greater sense of intimacy, these changes are self-defeating and off-putting, and 

detract from, rather than enhance, the quality and spirituality of our services. 

The core problem is that our sanctuary is not designed like an old-style traditional shul with a flat floor 
and a reading platform in the middle (where the service leader stands and the Torah is read), and with 
seats facing it on three sides.  Whether we like it or not, the sanctuary we have is a three-aisled auditori-
um, with fixed seats all facing forward toward the bimah, and with a floor that slopes down toward the 

front.  To quote a recent White House figure, we need to “get over it.” 

Unless we are willing to invest millions of dollars in reconstructing the sanctuary, flattening the floor (or 
sloping it in three directions toward the middle), and re-arranging the seating (or shifting to movable 
seats), we have to live with the architectural design we have.  To ignore this reality, and to discard some 

of its advantages, is basically counter-productive.   

Regardless of whether the service leader faces the congregation or the ark, what is gained by moving 
him/her down to one side on the floor or hiding him/her in the middle aisle, requiring the disruptive move-

ment of the lectern and microphone?   

For that matter, what is the point of moving the person who delivers the drash down to the same semi-
visible location, where it is harder for him/her to be heard?  The gain in intimacy is at best questionable, 
and what, after all, does it matter if most of us have to struggle to hear what is being said?  Keep in mind 
that in the old shuls, the service leader or sermonizer stood on a raised platform, in the middle of the room, 

and all present could see and hear. 

It is time for the Ritual Committee and the congregation’s leaders to recognize these realities, discontinue 
these failed “innovations” and put our service leaders and presenters back up on the bimah where they 

can be seen and heard. 

Editor’s note:  as a person whose usual seat is precisely next to the in-aisle position some Musaf daveners 
take, I can testify that even those in the first few rows can’t comfortably see the davener.  And if I had one of 
those mysterious but common impulses that lead congregants to leave the sanctuary during Musaf, I wouldn’t 

be able to get out without bumping into the lectern.    



 TI Passover Schedule

 Resources for a Virtual Seder & More!

 Chametz Sale (Final sale: Wednesday, Apr. 8, 8:30 am)

 Volunteer for Food Delivery

 Pesach Cook-in & Recipe Swap with Shelly Heller

 Special Resources for Children and Families

Passover is a special time for the Tifereth Israel family. Though we will
meet virtually this year, we will continue to share the spiritual and
communal meaning of Passover, and perhaps become closer than ever
as we face the current challenges together.

Wishing everyone a zisn pesach - a sweet and happy Passover!

TI Passover Guide

Learn more at https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/Pesach2020
Use the links below to access everything TI has to offer this Passover!

https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/virtual-seder-schedule.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/zoom---virtual-seder-resources.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/chametz20
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/passoverfood20
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/passoverfood20
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/pesach-cook-in-and-recipe-swap-zoom.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/pesach-for-children-and-families
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/Pesach2020
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Moving Furniture and Hiding the Service Leader 

Do Not Promote Spirituality - David Cohen 

https://zoom.us/j/296255953
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https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/kabbalat-shabbat-via-zoom.html
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/havdalah-live-streamed.html
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Rabbinic Search Committee Update: a New Rabbi for TI 

On March 2, 13 of 15 Rabbinic Search Committee 

members voted to recommend that the TI Board of 

Directors extend an offer to Rabbi Michael Werbow 

to serve as TI’s next rabbi. Our decision-making was 

informed by post-visit surveys, feedback from staff 

and Rabbi Abramowitz, formal and informal 

references for each candidate, and our own 

interactions and observations.  

On March 9, the Board unanimously approved the 

committee recommendation. Within minutes, we 

made a phone call conveying the offer to Rabbi 

Werbow, who enthusiastically accepted. 

A contract negotiation team is now working with 

Rabbi Werbow to finalize contract details. We will 

inform you when that process is complete. We 

expect him to start in July, overlapping for a month 

with Rabbi Seidel’s service. 

On Monday, March 16, the Rabbinic Search 

Committee co-chairs hosted an online congregational 

briefing via Zoom, with roughly 100 members in 

attendance. Our latest email to the congregation 

shares highlights from the presentation, with key 

data points from the surveys that contributed to the 

choice of Rabbi Michael Werbow as our next rabbi. 

If you did not receive the email and would like to 

rev iew the summary,  please con tact 

tidcrabbisearch@gmail.com and we will be happy 

to email it to you directly. 

Thank you to all the TI members who contributed to 

the process through community input meetings, 

surveys, donations, and participation in the visit 

weekends. The Rabbinic Search Committee is so 

grateful for your support and for this exciting 

outcome.  

With appreciation, 

The Rabbinic Search Committee:  

Joy Baxt 

Stan Dorn, Co-Chair 

Rebeccah Gan 

Howard Gleckman 

Sara Goldberg, Co-Chair 

Bruce Heppen 

Carolivia Herron 

Sylvia Horwitz 

Jason Kimelman-Block 

Iris Lav 

Allison McMillan 

Rachel Meytin 

Andrew Reamer 

Elizabeth Richman 

Allison Turner 

Rabbi Michael Werbow hails from Buffalo, New York. He initially went to 
college to study accounting, but after working with special needs campers at 
Camp Ramah in New England he launched his transition to Jewish professional 
life. Rabbi Werbow holds a bachelor’s degree in Exceptional Education and a 
master’s degree in Jewish Education. He attended the Ziegler School of Rabbinic 
Studies at the American Jewish University in Los Angeles, where he was ordained 
in May of 2006. Following ordination, he moved to Pittsburgh to serve as 
Congregation Beth Shalom’s Assistant Rabbi before assuming the position of 
Rabbi in 2009. Since 2014 he has served as the spiritual leader of Temple Beth 
Sholom in Sarasota, FL. His wife Melissa has a dual master’s in Jewish Education 
and Jewish Communal Service from Hebrew Union College. They have three 
children, Maya (14), Lev (9), and Asher (7). In addition to teaching, preaching, 
and the standard rabbinic endeavors, Rabbi Werbow is known for his warmth, 
openness, wry sense of humor and award-winning challah. He enjoys camping 
and tending his garden and is a die-hard Buffalo Bills fan. 
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Join The Kol Nashim Rosh Chodesh Group  

If you are interested in joining Kol Nashim’s Rosh Chodesh group, now is the time. While the date of the next meeting is 

uncertain due to the coronavirus pandemic, we invite you to join us.  Rosh  Chodesh groups represent a revival of the 

ancient Jewish practice of women celebrating the new moon together.  In modern times we gather for a combination of 

prayer, study, and sharing.  The shape of the meeting depends on what that month’s leaders want.  Sharing can take 

many forms. 

This group has been meeting for over one year.  We are inviting anyone who is interested to join us, and see what this 

group is like.  We generally meet on the Sunday closest to the actual Rosh Chodesh each month. We'd like members to 

commit to attending regularly, as their schedules permit.  

We are led by two members at every meeting who focus discussion and activities related to the events of that month 

and/or themes that are of particular interest and meaning to women. For example, for Adar we discussed Vashti and 

Esther and made masks.  All participants are encouraged to share thoughts, feelings, and experiences. There are light 

refreshments. 

We look forward to seeing you at our next meeting. If you’re interested in joining, contact Michele Sumka 

(meirabracha (at) gmail.com) 

A Virtual Mitzvah - John and Lynne List 

Our cousin, Linda Katz (z”l) died after a long illness 
on March 17, 2020. Linda was kind, generous, a 
talented Spanish and Hebrew School teacher who 
was interested in art, language, poetry and Judaism. 
Rabbi Emeritus Bruce Kahn of Temple Shalom on 
Grubb Road led the graveside funeral service 
attended only by Linda’s children who came in from 
San Francisco, New York City and Tel Aviv. A few 
joined by Zoom. The shiva minyan on Wednesday 
night, again led by Rabbi Kahn, had over 100 

people joining by Zoom or phone.  

It felt like a shadow of what we should have been 
able to do. The virtual shiva minyan did have many 

well spoken memories of Linda. The feeling of loss 
was intense and those words, especially from her 
children, were heart-breaking to hear. Mostly, we 
missed the time we should have had before and after 
the shiva minyan to meet, hug, share food and grieve 
together in a shared space. A virtual service ends 
abruptly. The screen goes dark and it’s over. It is as if 
you wanted to say or hear “Shalom” and what came 

out was “Sha…”. 

Editor’s note: a photo of the graveside service and a 
related article appeared in the Washington Post, online 
here:  https://tinyurl.com/vsqlxtn.  Scroll to near the 

end of the story for the part about Ms. Katz. 

Passover Food Package Delivery  April 5th - Larry Baizer 

The TI Social Action Committee sponsors the delivery of food baskets for Passover and Rosh HaShanah to less 
fortunate families and individuals in the community. This simple effort permits many to celebrate the holidays 

with joy and provides them with the traditional foods that are such an integral part of the haggim. 

Delivery of Passover baskets is scheduled for Sunday, April 5th. Baskets will be distributed on the Juniper 

Street steps at TI starting at 9:00 am. 

There are 55 baskets to deliver this year, the most of any area congregation! 

if you are able to volunteer on the 5th, please fill out the form at  http://tinyurl.com/PesachDeliveries Contact 

Larry Baizer at lbaizer@yahoo.com with questions or concerns. 

https://tinyurl.com/vsqlxtn
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScFML8eseyNHcxoJtYzWekq7JBq1vqk-gH_J8b9Ykw0gpypAA/viewform?usp=sf_link
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Nayes un Mechayes - Melissa Perera 

Travel News 

 Paula Flicker was able to visit her mother in Ohio 
right before her mother’s assisted living facility 
closed to visitors.  One visitor per day when she ar-
rived, but no visitors allowed by the time she left 3 
days later.  Paula was glad to spend time with her 
mother, visit friends, and get some errands done for 

her mother. 

Accomplishments 
Simcha Kuritzky placed four exhibits at the Nation-
al Money Show, held this year in Atlanta.  His ex-
hibit Felines on Paper Money won first in the science 
class and third-place Best of Show.  His exhibit on 
Israel’s gold coinage won first place in economics, 
the Heh amulet won second place in the arts, and 

lion of Megiddo won second place in geography. 

Judith Miller has completed her model of Paris's 
Sainte-Chapelle in Lego, which she has been build-

ing on and off for two years. 

Sad News 

Norman "Bud" Herman, brother of TI member Gene 
(Esther) Herman, died March 20, 2020, 24 Adar 
5780, in Aventura, Florida, after a short illness. He 
was 92 years old, soon to be 93. He is survived by 
two brothers, Gene and Michael Herman. A sister, 
Evelyn, died 9 years ago. The funeral was at 

graveside on March 25 in Minneapolis. 

Rachel Grabia, daughter of TI member Stan Grabia 
(Varda Fink), died on March 14, 2020, 18 Adar 
5780, in Baltimore unexpectedly of an apparent 
heart attack at the age of 49. She is also survived 
by her mother, Lea Hiers; brothers Jacob and Tobi-
ah; stepsisters Elana and Rebecca Fink; and nieces 
and nephews. The funeral was a private graveside 

service on Wednesday, March 18, 2020. 

Tifereth Israel member Irv Borochoff, brother of 
Gene (Jane) Borochoff, and uncle of several nieces 
and nephews, died on Sunday, March 8, 2020, 13 
Adar 5780, at age 84, after a long illness. Funeral 

services were held in Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

TI Purim Carnival - photos by Jeff Peterman 
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RABBI A. NATHAN ABRAMOWITZ FUND 

 

The Rabbi A. Nathan Abramowitz Fund was established in 1980 to celebrate the Rabbi’s 20 years of service 

to TI and was enlarged in 1996 when Rabbi Abramowitz completed 36 years of service. Part of its mission is 

to provide scholarships for youth who spend their summer or part of a school year in a program to enhance 

their Jewish education. 

 

The Fund depends on your support and welcomes contributions in any amount. Please make a donation at 

http://tinyurl.com/ANAdonate. 

 

To qualify for a scholarship, youngsters may attend a camp recognized for its Jewish educational component 

(such as Camp Ramah, Capital Camps, and Moshava), participate in an educational program in Israel (such as 

USY Pilgrimage or Ramah Seminar), or take part in a United Synagogue Youth Wheels Trip. 

 

The Fund awards scholarships based on financial need to facilitate participation in qualifying programs. 

Awards are made each spring. All such applications and inquiries are kept strictly confidential. To apply for a 

scholarship, please print the online form at http://tinyurl.com/2020ANA and email it to the TI office by Thurs-

day, April 30.  

 

For more information about scholarships, contact Rabbi Abramowitz at anabramowitz@verizon.net. 

http://tinyurl.com/ANAdonate
http://tinyurl.com/2020ANA
mailto:sheri@tifereth-israel.org
mailto:anabramowitz@verizon.net
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/morning-dance-workshop-/-adena-galinsky-zoom.html
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My Trip to Cuba Part 2 - Myrna Goldman 

Editor’s note:  Part 1 appeared in the March issue of 

the Menorah.  Also, if you would like to share your 

Jewish travel with TI-ers we welcome more such arti-

cles. 

Cemeteries 

We visited the Ashkenazi Cemetery, where we had 

a short ceremony at the Holocaust memorial, which 

contained soap pieces from the Holocaust. One 

member of our group found the grave of a relative, 

and another of my travel companions, who was 

born in Cuba and has visited a number of times, was 

able to see the graves of six relatives, including her 

mother. Some of the graves were well-tended, and 

others were not. We also visited the Jewish ceme-

tery in Santa Clara a few days later. There was a 

lovely Holocaust memorial, and we did a short ser-

vice there. The President of the Santa Clara Jewish 

community, David Tacher, met us at the cemetery 

and did a reading during the service. I am not fa-

miliar with Jewish cemeteries having Holocaust me-

morials in the United States, but I might be mistaken.  

Santa Clara and Cienfuegos—Tiny Jewish 

Communities 

By mid-week, we were on our way to an area 

southeast of Havana. We stopped briefly in Santa 

Clara, about 4 hours from Havana, to visit the cem-

etery and drop off donations at the synagogue. 

Then we continued on to our hotel in Cienfuegos, 

which is slightly southwest of Santa Clara, about 45 

miles. During our stay in Cienfuegos, we also toured 

the colonial city of Trinidad. We attended Friday 

night services in the living room of the leader of the 

Jewish community of Cienfuegos, Rebecca Langus. 

Our group filled the room, and there were about six 

members of the community there, along with Rebec-

ca’s family. The community does not seem to have a 

formal name. Rebecca told us that there are seven 

families with 18 people—the web has the number 

as 27. There were a few small children who be-

haved nicely and seemed to enjoy the singing. Re-

becca told us that none of the Jews in Cienfuegos 

read Hebrew, but they have services on Friday eve-

nings and holidays. Our last service was on Shabbat 

morning in Santa Clara at the Am Shalom community 

center, which houses the Or Chadash congregation. 

There are about 25 families. Again, the siddurim 

had a lot of transliteration. Their Torah is lovely; it 

was donated by a lodge (possibly Bnai Brith) in 

Pittsburgh and dates from World War II. They were 

given the Torah before the synagogue was built, 

and they promised to build a shul and restore the 

Torah. It is a beautiful scroll, with wide columns and 

clear script. One of the members of Seaside read 

an aliyah, and I was greatly honored to read two 

short aliyot. The first aliyah was given to various 

members of the Santa Clara community, and the 

reader grabbed David Tacher’s hand and guided it 

over the letters in the Torah. David said later that 

he was very touched and overwhelmed by this ges-

ture. The other aliyot were taken by members of our 

group. We had a lovely lunch on the roof of the 

synagogue, which has a tile wall depicting Jerusa-

lem.  

(Continued on page 13) 
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My Trip to Cuba Part 2 - continued 

Donations 

Aside from the monetary donations that each mem-

ber of the tour group made, we collected medi-

cines and other goods to take down with us. Thanks 

to the TI folks who gave me some things to take. I 

did not make a more general appeal because the 

Delaware people totally overachieved and had so 

many things that I filled a large duffle mostly with 

their donations. Each of us had one or two extra 

pieces of luggage filled with donations. These in-

cluded medicines, both prescription and over the 

counter, dental supplies, shopping bags, clothes, 

toiletries, and many other items. We also spon-

sored all of the meals we had at the various syna-

gogues. All of the communities were very appre-

ciative of the donations. 

One of the Peter Pan Children 

One of my fellow travelers, Aida Waserstein of 

Wilmington and Rehoboth, a retired judge, left 

Cuba alone on a flight to Miami in 1961. Opera-

tion Peter Pan (Pedro Pan) was a mass exodus of 

over 14,000 unaccompanied Cuban minors to the 

United States between 1960 and 1962. The oper-

ation was the largest mass exodus of minor refu-

gees in the Western Hemisphere at the time. Aida 

was 13, and she lived with three foster families 

over six years. Her younger brother, who came 

later, was with her in the second foster home. Ai-

da’s father arrived when she was 17, and her aunt 

and uncle also joined them when she was 18. Aida 

was able to visit family graves in Havana, and she 

often served as a translator for the group. Aida 

has written a lovely children’s book called My 

Name is Aida, and I will be donating a copy to the 

Mollie L. Berch library. The dedication reads: “This 

book is dedicated to my brother, in the hope that, 

in future generations, the term ‘unaccompanied mi-

nors’ will become obsolete because children will no 

longer be alone.” My eyes filled with tears when I 

read this, for many reasons.  

Conclusion 

It is still possible to do land tours of Cuba, and it is 

a fascinating country to visit. I’d highly recommend 

taking a Jewish tour to meet the various Jewish 

communities in Cuba and to take donations to these 

communities. Our Cuban guide told us that he had 

never seen so many donations before, with all the 

Jewish groups he had traveled with. Aside from 

learning about the Cuban Jews, I returned feeling 

very blessed to live in our vibrant Jewish area with 

so many choices and so much Jewish education 

available, not to mention kosher food! I also con-

sider leyning at the synagogue in Santa Clara a 

real highlight of my trip; it was my first leyning 

outside the U.S., for a community that rarely gets 

to hear chanting. I’ve been to shuls and have had 

Shabbat lunch or dinner, usually at a Chabad, dur-

ing my travels abroad, but I really enjoyed the 

sustained Jewish content of this trip. I hope that 

many of you will consider going to Cuba  
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TI Teen Times - Elena Prieto 

Wishing you all well! This past month has definitely been one for the books! While we had a great turnout at 
the Purim Carnival at the beginning of March and managed to raise over $200 during our Purim Shakers 
Fundraiser, we’ve had to make many changes to our upcoming events and calendar. Recently, we had a Vir-
tual Challah Bake Along with our USYers, and had Virtual Hangouts with both 4th and 5th graders, and 
Kadima. We did face our share of technical difficulties, but I am looking forward to another Challah Bake 

Along this Friday, and continuing various bake alongs in the future!  

We will also host these hangouts again in April - playing virtual games, chatting, and finding ways to contin-
ue building our community while social distancing. Please see our flyers in this issue, and follow our Instagram 

@TIUSY for upcoming virtual events, and don’t hesitate to reach out with any questions or comments!  

Best,  

Elena  

For some parents Sunday mornings B.C. E. (before corona era) was a time to drop off their children to Hebrew 
School and have some down time, for others it was a time to come hang out with other parents and talk over a 
cup of coffee from the school’s Keurig machine. Now that we are adjusting to ‘social distancing’ we are 
adjusting Parent Schmooze so that we actually can stay close! Parent Schmooze has now moved to Thursday 

nights at 9:00 PM over Zoom. Bring your own drink if you like. We’ll catch up, commiserate & celebrate!  

On Thursday April 2nd, join us for a Special Topic & Guest Speaker: How to Lead Your Own Seder with 

Jason Kimelman-Block. Join Zoom Meeting https://zoom.us/j/296255953 

No Parent Schmooze April 9th & April 16th 

Parent Schmooze - Rina Rebibo 

https://zoom.us/j/296255953


      

Nisan  / Iyar 5780                        Tifereth Israel Menorah                          Page  15    

Distance Learning in Action - photos by Kelly Rickard 



        

   April 2020                              Tifereth Israel Menorah                                    Page  16           

Himmelfarb Happenings April 2020 

Rina Rebibo 

How does that saying go? March comes in like a lion, out like a lamb? Uh, I don’t think so! As the Director 
of Education at Tifereth Israel, I am proud to say that if anything is like a lion it is our youth & education 
staff. In a bat of an eye our teachers, youth advisor & support staff have stepped up to learn new 

technology, create new lessons & meet with our students online.  

On March 22nd Himmelfarb started online learning with a week full of choices for children in grades Pre
-K through 8. Although we could not be in our beloved classrooms, our students loved meeting their 
friends online and learning about Pesach, Israel, Life Cycles, Hebrew & more. (See photos by Kelly 

Rickard on the previous page) 

Hebrew School will be on Pesach break from April 5th - 19th, but will return on the 20th with our online 

learning (see schedules opposite page).  

7th grade class with Rabbi Seidel - online learning in action.  Photo by Kim Levone 
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Himmelfarb Schedules 
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Donations 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

Donor  

Michal Leah Kanovsky  

Alan Landay 

Donor                  In memory of 

Sheri Blonder  Irv Borochoff  

David & Judith Cohen  Joel Burton  

Amanda Katz Joel Burton 

Bernie Shleien  Irv Borochoff  

Howard & Barbara White Joel Burton 

Howard & Barbara White  Rachel Grabia  

Howard & Barbara White  Irv Borochoff  

Donor                  In honor of 

Laurinda & Bruce Berger      Rabbi Search 

                                                 Committee 

David & Janice  Mehler       Rabbi Search 

                         Committee 

Elliot Rosen & Sharon Cohen    Paula Tucker 

HELPING HANDS FUND 

Donor                  In memory of 

Myrna Goldman             Irv Borochoff  

Alan Landay                Irv Borochoff  

Beth Naftalin                Joel Burton  

MARVIN CAPLAN SOCIAL ACTION FUND 

Eliot & Traci Goldberg  

Donor                  In memory of 

Adele and Michael Sumner             Rachel Grabia    

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 

Donor   

Stanley Cohen & Sue Ducat                 

Donor                  In memory of 

Louise Kelley & Jessica Rachel Grabia  
   Weissman 

Louise Kelley & Jessica Irv Borochoff  
    Weissman 

Louise Kelley & Jessica Christine Bonsby 
   Weissman 

Fred & Felice Taransky   Cecelia Taransky  

THE ACCESSIBILITY FUND 

Donor                  In memory of 

Mark & Mona Berch           Rachel Grabia 

Mark & Mona Berch           Irv Borochoff  

YAHRZEIT DONATIONS 

Donor                  In memory of 

Irene Rosen   Harry Berger & 
    Rebecca Berger 

Jo-Dine Simon  Abe, Lenore & David 
                                                             Simon 

Jack Stone & Wilma Brier   Etta Shatkin Brier 

Joel & Toby Morse   Leo Sussman 

David & Felice Anderson   Lenore Anderson 

Mike & Ruth Unterweger   Michael P.  
   Unterweger, Sr. 

Sylvia Schlitt   Hilda Pastor 

Jonathan & Catherine Tuerk   Helen Tuerk 

Beatrice Wattenberg   Mary Harris 

David & Judith Cohen  Samuel L. Cohen 

Eliot & Traci Goldberg   Michael Goldberg 

Eliot & Traci Goldberg  Goldie Back 
                                                            Goldberg 

David & Helene Emsellem   Albert Emsellem 

Elihu Leifer   Rabbi Daniel I. Leifer 

Jonathan & Catherine Tuerk    Isadore Tuerk 

Rabbi & Barbara Abramowitz  G. Irving Hillson 

Vivian Rubinstein   Sol Lynn 

Leonard Bachman   George E. 
                                                            Bachman 

Tamar Hendel Fishman   Isaac Handy 

Stephen & Freda Resnick   Edith Lopatin 

Diana Zurer   Fanya Woll 

Elliot Rosen & Sharon Cohen   Joseph Braverman 

  Rose Braverman 

  Abraham Rosen 

  Sarah Rosen 

Brian Wruble   Morris Nathanson 
(Continued on page 19) 
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Gevarim - Andrew Reamer  

During April, it is expected that Gevarim events will 

take place on Zoom and will be scheduled on a 

rolling basis. At present, a Dead Sea Scrolls class is 

scheduled for April 19. Rabbi Seidel will determine 

the scheduling of online Talmud study classes. 

Talmud Study 

During April, Rabbi Seidel may schedule Zoom-

enabled study of the Talmud in English translation 

from the Steinsaltz edit ion (https://

tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/talmud). The class has 

been working through pages of Bava Batra.   

The Dead Sea Scrolls 

Dr. Gary Rendsburg, professor of Jewish history at 

Rutgers University, provides an in-depth explora-

tion of the Dead Sea Scrolls and the theology and 

practices of the Yahad, the utopian Essene group 

that produced them. His video lectures are intro-

duced and the discussion led by Allan Tulchin.  

Sunday, April 19 • 10:30 am-12:15 pm • via 

Zoom (see TI calendar for link) 

Lecture 21: Qumran Hebrew as an Anti-Language -

- Qumran Hebrew includes grammatical forms un-

like those found in any other variety of ancient He-

brew. What is the origin of these forms? 

Lecture 22: The Enigma of the Copper Scroll -- The 

Copper Scroll is the most unusual text discovered in 

the Qumran caves. It lists, typically in coded lan-

guage, 64 hiding places in Jerusalem and else-

where in which are to be found huge amounts of 

gold, silver, vessels, scrolls, and more. 

Donor                  In memory of 

Nathan & Judy Halpert   Sylvia Silverman 

Kenneth Morris & Terri Zall   Milton Zall 

Jonathan & Catherine Tuerk  William David Miller 

Fred Lipschultz & Rabbi Devorah   Saul Lynn 
    Lynn 

Richard Kruger & Naimah  Bertha Kruger 
    Weinberg 

Julius Resnick, Stephen & Freda   Albert Lopatin 
    Resnick  

David & Janice Mehler   Rose B. Maisel 

Lawrence & Pearl Schainker   Bertha Leah 
     Charnow 

Marc Fields  Dr. Rona M. Fields 

Marc Fields  William Katz 

Shannon Hiltner  Alex Hiltner 

YIZKOR 

Donor                  In honor of 

Eric Leifer    Sheila Leifer  

Donations - continued 

More Purim 

baking.  

Photos by 

Melanie 

Greenfield 

https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/talmud
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/talmud


        

   April 2020                              Tifereth Israel Menorah                                    Page  20           

 Upcoming Friday Night Minyan Assignments 

Note – Everyone scheduled for March 20 and later has 
been rescheduled due to the closing of the building on 
account of the coronavirus pandemic.  Stay tuned for 
possible further changes. 
 

May 1, 2020 (formerly February 28; March 20; 

and April 3, 2020)   

Renana Brooks  

David & Stephanie Rubin 

Howard & Hannah Rubin 

Stephen & Jill Saletta  

Mark & Diann Saltman 

Richard Schachter  

Lawrence & Pearl Schainker 

Eric & Shira Schechtman 

Michael & Mical Schneider 

Keith Secular & Susan Catler 

Paul Seltman & Jeanne Ireland 

Hershel & Judith Shanks  

David & Lois Shapiro  

Phillip & Ruth Shapiro 

Yvonne Shashoua & Yochanan Sullivan 

Noam Shelef & Deborah Quint Shelef  

Jaclyn Shettler & Aaron Marx  

Randy Showstack & Michele Zador  

Nathaniel Shyovitz  

Richard & Marjorie Siegel 
 

May 15, 2020 (formerly April 10, 2020)  

Morton Simon 

David & Rona Siskind 

Aaron & Reva Snow  

Steven Solomon & Cara Lichtenstein  

Sarah Sorscher & Marcus Hedrick  

Louis & Madge Lee Specter  

Jeffrey & Julie Steinberg 

Michael Stempel & Sheryl Frank  

Abby & Samantha Holtz  

Steven Stoller  

Jack Stone & Wilma Brier 

Herman & Malka Stopak 

Michael & Michelle Strollo  

Edwin Stromberg & Rose Ellen Halper 

Shelley Sturman 
 

May 29, 2020 (formerly April 17, 2020)  

Marc Suddleson & Molly Surden 

Howard & Michele Sumka 

Michael & Adele Sumner  

JT & Naomi Taransky  

Kassahun Teffera & Melke Mengiste 

Jevera Temsky 

Glenn & Diane Thrush  

Neil & Rachel Tickner 

Michael Tilchin  

Peter & Rhoda Trooboff 

Paula Tucker 

Jonathan & Cathy Tuerk 

Allan & Judy Tulchin  

Daniel & Allison Turner  

Michael & Ruth Unterweger 

Mark Verschell & Elizabeth Leff 

Susan Vitale 

Vicky Vogl & Tim Boquet  

Funeral Practices Committee 
Always On-Call 

 

Chaverim of the Funeral Practices Committee are on 
call to provide counsel and services to synagogue 
members and their dependents.  
 
In the event of a death, before contacting the funeral 
home please contact one of the following chaverim or 
the TI  office (202-882-1605).  

 
 Shelly Heller         h: 301-942-1836 
                  w: 202-994-5906 
                c:  301-996-2704 
 
 Marcia Goggin      w: 301-754-1963 
                c:  301.792.1063  
 
 Bruce Heppen      h: 301-299-3255 
                c: 202-997-1890 
                w: 703-417-8983 
  
  Naomi Revzin       h: 301 765 6272 
                c:  301.435.6272 

tel:301-299-3255
tel:202-997-1890
tel:703-417-8983
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Kol Nashim Book Group - Jessica Weissman 

The Kol Nashim Book Group was scheduled to meet at press time to discuss Jacob Appel’s satirical/serious 

novel entitled Millard Salter’s Last Day.  Assuming that the Zoom meeting system worked, I am certain that the 

discussion was lively as usual.  While we could not share snacks and drinks, various members held up their 

snacks and drinks for others to see.  At least I plan on doing so, and hope that others are similarly inspired. 

Our next meeting is scheduled for April 21st.  We will not need a host, as it is virtually certain that the coro-

navirus-inspired home stay program will still be in effect then.  Our next reading is non-fiction.  Given that it 

is not certain libraries will be open again, we will choose the reading at the meeting that will have hap-

pened by the time you read this. 

Watch the TI listserv for details or consult the evite that you will receive if you are a regular.  If you would 

like to become a regular and get evites, contact Jessica Weissman or Janice Mehler. 

Ask not what Lifelong Learning can do for you, ask 

what you ... can do to help! 

Why, thank you for asking!  We at the Lifelong 

Learning Committee are (desperately) in need of 

some volunteers, some helpers, some jacks and jills of 

all trades that can lend a hand.  In particular, we 

are thinking about (1) folks who can organize a sin-

gle Shabbat dinner (one for each grade) next year 

and (2) parents of Himmelfarb kids who would be 

willing to organize end of the year gifts for those 

AMAZING teachers and (3) people who have ideas 

for great family or adult programming and (4) any-

one, yes anyone, who would be willing to put a little 

muscle behind the hustle.  

Shoot me a note at tilll@tifereth-israel.org or give 

me a ring at 301-351-2096 if you would be willing 

to join our ragtag committee and make a differ-

ence.  Doda Kim needs YOU! 

Kim Levone, VP of Lifelong Learning 

Lifelong Learning Needs You! - Kim Levone 

More Purim Carnival Photos - Jeff Peterman 

mailto:tilll@tifereth-israel.org



