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Notes from the Rabbi: Ethan Seidel 

I gather that it’s not only for me that the Ne’ilah service (at 

the very end of Yom Kippur) is a high point of the year at 

TI: it’s one of our best attended services. The tunes – some 

used throughout the Days of Awe, and some just used for 

this one service – sung so strongly by all of us assembled, 

are a big part of the power of this time.  But it’s also the 

amount of psychic effort spent on thoughts of repentance 

during Yom Kippur, in the 24 hours leading up to Ne’ilah, 

that helps create such a powerful and optimistic release at 

the end of the day.  And for those of us able to fast, how 

much the more so.   

I mention this now for a few reasons.  First, we are encouraging folks to submit their 

own “High Points” of TI – and I wanted to begin this feature with my contribution to 

the cause.  But secondly, let me also add that the ingredients of Ne’ilah’s success 

really begin not just on the day of Yom Kippur, but at the beginning of the month 

of Elul, which starts right about when you receive this month’s bulletin – Rosh 

Hodesh Elul starts on the last day of August, and the first day of September this 

year.  During Elul, it’s customary to begin your preparation for the Days of Awe, to 

begin thinking about your repentance in the coming year.  I urge you to take some 

time this month to think about your life as a whole, and this past year in particular.  

Where have you been?  And where are you going?  Are there changes you know 

you need to make, but have put off?  Apologies you could make, but have avoid-

ed?  Kindnesses you have considered doing, but failed to act upon?  This is the 

time, this month of Elul to act.  Any such soul work you do in this month has the po-

tential to bring you closer to the Divine.  And any success you have in your Elul re-

pentance may even help you put the “high” in the High Holidays.  

L’shanah Tova Tikatevu!  May you be inscribed for a good year! 

Rabbi Seidel 

Editor’s note:  We are balancing the Pet Peeves with High Points.  For more infor-

mation see page 29. 
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The Rabbinic Search Committee has continued our work over the summer, largely through several of our sub-
committee teams. The Survey Team is finalizing analysis of over 300 survey responses. Our Questionnaire 
Team is hard at work completing the Rabbinic Assembly’s questionnaire, which is a structured document that 

potential candidates will review as they consider ap-

plying to be our next rabbi.  

Our Interview Team has been meeting to determine 
various aspects of each step of the interview process. 
The Visit Team has started outlining what a visit 

Rabbinic Search Committee Update 
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weekend will look like for our final candidates this 

winter.  

You can always email tidcrabbisearch@gmail.com 
or leave a voicemail at (202) 596-6045 if you want 
to reach out to us with comments or questions. Thanks 

for all your support! 

Sara Goldberg, co-chair 

Funeral Practices Committee 
Always On-Call 

 

Chaverim of the Funeral Practices Committee are on 
call to provide counsel and services to synagogue 
members and their dependents.  
 
In the event of a death, before contacting the funeral 
home please contact one of the following chaverim or 
the TI  office (202-882-1605).  

 
 Shelly Heller         h: 301-942-1836 
                  w: 202-994-5906 
                c:  301-996-2704 
 
 Marcia Goggin      w: 301-754-1963 
                c:  301.792.1063  
 
 Bruce Heppen      h: 301-299-3255 
                c: 202-997-1890 
                w: 703-417-8983 
  
  Naomi Revzin       h: 301 765 6272 
                c:  301.435.6272 
 
  Marc Rothenberg     h: 301.585.5174  
                c: 301-928-4006  
 
  Robert Rovinsky     h: 202 237 1036 
                c: 202 815 8707  
                w: 202 815 8707  

mailto:tidcrabbisearch@gmail.com
tel:301-299-3255
tel:202-997-1890
tel:703-417-8983
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New Member Column - Jared Garelick 

The High Holidays are nearly here, meaning we are 
in the swing of New Member Season!  Most people 
who join TI, or any synagogue, do so at this time of 
year.  They want a place to go for the holidays, or 
to enroll children in religious school.  Often they just 
come for the holidays and then, finding an appeal-

ing community as well as a service, decide to join. 

These days, many people search for a synagogue 
online, seeing which shuls are near them geograph-
ically, or which ones rate highly on Yelp.  Still, many 
new members are attracted by more traditional 
methods:  word of mouth and personal invitations.  

This is where you, Current TI Members, come in.   

If you know someone Jewish, ask them if they are 
looking for a synagogue, or a place to go for the 
holidays.  If it is someone with school-age kids, may-
be they are thinking about Hebrew school.  People 

new in town are more likely to be looking for a syn-
agogue, of course, but don’t assume someone is a 
member someplace even if they’ve been in the area 
for years.  Non-affiliation rates are high.  Some 
Jews have made a firm decision never to affiliate 
with a synagogue, but a surprising number just 
“haven’t gotten around to it.”  An invitation from an 
acquaintance to come to a service, or come for the 
High Holidays, might be just the push they have 

been waiting for.   

And if you are at TI for services, now or at any time 
of the year, and you see an Unfamiliar Face, say 
hello and introduce yourself.  It might be someone 
seeking a welcoming Jewish community, and you 
could help show them that TI has what they are 

looking for. 

Shanah tovah, to TI members old and new! 

https://tinyurl.com/ti-bfast19


        

   September 2019                              Tifereth Israel Menorah                                    Page  4           

https://tinyurl.com/TIgoldberg
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In August the KN book group discussed a biography of comedian, actor, and 
Jewish activist Eddie Cantor.  The reading for September 17th is a novel by 
Amos Oz entitled Judas.  October’s meeting in the Sukkah will focus on sharing 

book recommendations and picking future readings. 

On September 15 KN will present the return of “Baking with Jessica” at TI, this 
time with a focus on Sephardic sweets including cookies, cake, and possibly can-

dy.  This is a free event that will begin at  9:15am and finish at noon.   

On October 13, back by popular demand, is a tour of the expanded Glenstone museum.  Free, but attendance 

is limited so register at http://www.tinyurl.com/glenstone19. 

And remember, KN wants your participation and ideas, and also your membership.  KN board members will be 

contacting TI women this month to talk about KN and request that you join us. 

Kol Nashim Gets Busy - Louise Kelley 

http://www.tinyurl.com/glenstone19
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September Social Action Update - Larry Baizer 

Rosh Hashanah Food Deliveries: You can help 
brighten the holiday for Jewish seniors, immigrants 
and others in need by helping to deliver dozens of 
bags of groceries which include traditional Rosh 
Hashanah foods. This is a wonderful activity for 
families with children and a great way to spend a 
few hours on Sunday morning. This year’s deliveries 
will be on Sunday, September 29th and packages 
for delivery will be available at TI after 9:00am. If 
you are interested contact Larry Baizer at 
lbaizer@yahoo.com or sign up here:  

https://tinyurl.com/RHFoodDelivery  

Advocacy: The Tifereth Israel Social Action 
Committee has decided to engage in advocacy for 

several important issues affecting our community 
and country. We are concerned about preserving 
the environment, preventing gun violence, aiding 
migrants and asylum seekers and promoting gender 
equality, voting rights and availability of 
healthcare. We are beginning this effort with two 
organizations focused on gun violence and aid to 
migrants and asylum seekers. We invite TI members 
to identify other groups to engage with and to take 
an active role in one or more of these 
organizations. Other efforts would include 
mobilizing congregational awareness of and 
support for these efforts. Further information will be 

forthcoming. 

https://tinyurl.com/appeal19
https://tinyurl.com/RHFoodDelivery
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Happy News 

Natan Seidel was married to Sheila Werth on August 
18th.  They plan to live in Boston (Jamaica Plain).  
Sheila is finishing her Ph.D. in Electrical Engineering, 
and Natan is about to start work as a doctor at a 
large pediatric practice in the Boston area.  A local 
Reform Rabbi that the couple had gotten to know 
performed the wedding, but Natan's dad also had a 
"role" - he baked the 150 rolls for the meal, as well 

as the large ceremonial challah. 

Summer Travels 

Desperate to get out of the heat--temperature and 
political--Claudine Schweber and Ed Koren went 
north, to Canada! They stayed at Niagara on the 
Lake (1 hour north of Buffalo) on Lake Ontario; it 
hosted part of the war of l812 and was one endpoint 
of the Underground Railroad. It was also the home to 
loyalists (=British supporters) during the American 
Revolution. Enough history? OK—they also experi-
enced the Shaw Festival (3 theaters), food and res-
taurants from varied nations, long hiking trails and 
lots of wineries along the lake, where the specialty is 

ice wine made from frozen grapes!  

Esther and Gene Herman took an upper Mississippi 
River cruise (too hot to go south) through Mark Twain 
country, learning lots more about the author on the 
ship and on tours. The cruise ended in Red Wing, 
Minnesota, just a short distance from Minneapolis, 
where Gene was born and grew up. In Minneapolis, 
there were joyful visits with family members, including 
Gene's brothers and one of his long-time boyhood 
friends. A highlight of St. Louis before they started 
their cruisewas a reunion with the midwife, now a 
professor at Washington University of St. Louis, who 
helped them bring their son, David, into the world. At 
the same time, daughter and husband, Elana and 
David Cohen with Jessica and Adam were traveling 
in Canada, and offspring, Rachel and Joseph 
Firschein with Jennifer and Ava were in Israel for a 
B’nai Mitzvot ceremony for Jenny and nine of her 
classmates of Washington Hebrew Congregation. 
Earlier in the summer, Jenny was in a training pro-
gram with the New York City Ballet. All of the Her-

man grandchildren were in varying camp programs 
with varying themes of sports, arts, cooking and com-
puters. The eldest two daughters of Alisa and Tony 
Liu were busy, too, Arielle, with a semester abroad in 
Australia studying climates, biology and ecology and 
Talia with her job at Vanderbilt University in Nash-
ville, working on a study with autistic children and 

music. 

Myrna Goldman attended the National Havurah In-
stitute in Hartford at the end of July. Among the TI'ers 
there were Barbara and Howard White, Mark and 
Mona Berch, Ben Dreyfus and family, and Ethan 
Merlin and Joelle Novey and family. Myrna also 
had a belated birthday celebration with her sisters, 
Harriet and Sharon, in New York. They went to see 
"Oklahoma" on Broadway. This was a big birthday 
year for all three, and they had so much fun they de-
cided to do it every year instead of waiting for mile-

stone birthdays. 

Judy Rodenstein helped plan and went to an amaz-
ing reunion at Camp Tel Yehudah in Barryville, NY - 
the national camp for high school age Young Judae-
ans. Campers and staff from the 1960s and 1970s 
gathered to celebrate 50 years since the momentous 
summer of 1969. Judy got to spend time with friends 
from NJ Young Judaea and all across the county. 
Participants sang, danced, discussed, davened, 
shared memories, explored how camp had changed 
and remained the same, and even had a mini-

Maccabia. 

Summer Music 

Lisa Traiger spent three weeks at the Dagara Music 
Center outside of Accra, Ghana, studying African 
dance, drumming and gyll -- the West African xylo-
phone -- on a "bucket list" trip. She enjoyed the chal-
lenge of immersing herself in a new culture, learning 
new dance forms and studying an instrument -- some-
thing she never did as a child. What she won't miss: 
the rutted dirt roads, the crazy drivers and the mos-
quitoes. Lisa's daughter, Aylat Lifshitz, spent the sum-
mer as assistant director of Atzma'im, an inclusion 
program for campers with special needs at Capital 
Camps in Waynesboro, Pa. Aylat has now returned 

Nayes un Mechayes - Melissa Perera 
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to Cambridge, Mass., where she will serve as an as-
sistant teacher at the Manville School in Boston, a 
special needs day school affiliated with Harvard 
University. Ophir Lifshitz, Lisa's son, continues to 
work with PACE, the Partnership for Academic Com-
petition Excellence -- you may know it as college 
quiz bowl -- where he serves on the board, writes 
competition questions, compiles statistics, and travels 

the country to help produce competitions.  

In June, Alan Landay went to a 5-day music camp 
called "Common Ground on the Hill," held at 
McDaniel College in Westminster, MD, an annual 
tradition for him since 2013. In addition to taking a 
class for mountain dulcimer, his instrument, he took 
two different kinds of jam classes, including “old 
time jam” and “Klezmer jam band.” The Klezmer 
jam band class was mainly populated by more typi-
cal klezmer instruments like clarinet and fiddle, plus 
some very high-level professional musicians. The 
teacher, a klezmer expert, at one point noted that 
traditional klezmer instrument, "the Appalachian dul-
cimer."  Alan admits to being a bit intimidated at 

first but stuck with it, finding his slot playing back-up 
chords. On the final evening concert, the class joined 
the teacher for one song – Alan’s first appearance 

as part of a klezmer band! 

This summer Janice Mehler returned with her 94-
year-old mother for their fifth annual visit to the 
Chautauqua Institution, which, Janice notes, waives 
the gate fee for 90+ year old visitors. They enjoyed 
the Smothers Brothers, Rabbi Bob Alper, the Capitol 
Steps, and many other speakers and performances 
during "What's Funny" week.  Janice recommends 
that everyone, but especially those who have 

reached 90, check out the 2020 schedule at chq.org. 

Achievements 

At the American Numismatic Association coin show in 
Chicago, Simcha Kuritzky put in four exhibits.  His 
feline exhibit took first place in elongateds, his reli-
gious love tokens took first place in engraved coins, 
his Szold and Hadassah exhibit took first place in 
Middle East, and his Israel gold coin exhibit took 

second place in gold coins. 

Nayes un Mechayes continued 

We had a great gardening session on Sunday, 

August 4th thanks to the efforts of Mike Kraft 

and Rabbi Seidel.  Thank you to the crew! 

Photo by Carla Ellern 

Rain Garden News 

http://chq.org/


        

   September 2019                              Tifereth Israel Menorah                                    Page  10           

https://tinyurl.com/titkts19
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New Acquisitions: 

Thanks to Rebeccah Gan for donating the following books and to my trusted helper Diana Zurer, who wrote 

them down for me:  

Lady in the Lake by Laura Lippman, a mystery novel set in 1960s Baltimore.  

Good Riddance, by Elinor Lipman, a romantic comedy that the New York Times Book Review called 

“Effortlessly charming.” 

Mrs. Everything, by Jennifer Weiner, a smart, thoughtful, and timely exploration of two sisters’ lives from the 

1950s to the present. 

Feast Your Eyes, by Myla Goldberg, a compelling and wholly original story about a female photographer 

grappling with ambition and motherhood. 

Memento Park, by Mark Sarvas, winner of the 2019 Association of Jewish Libraries Jewish Fiction Award, 
short-listed for the 2019 JQ Wingate Literary Prize, and a Finalist for the 2019 Sami Rohr Prize for Jewish 

Literature. 

The Interestings, by Meg Wolitzer. When the book came out the NY Times described it thusly: “The Interest-
ings is warm, all-American, and acutely perceptive about the feelings and motivations of its characters, male 
and female, young and old, gay and straight; but it’s also stealthily, unassumingly, and undeniably a novel 

of ideas.” 

We also received Yotam Ottolenghi’s cookbook, Ottolenghi Simple. 

Library Work Day: Sunday, September 22, 10:00 am- 1:00 pm - come help freshen up the library. There will 

be jobs for everyone! 

Acquiring New Books: Are there titles you’d like us to buy? Send an email to msumka at gmail.com  

Library News -  Michelle Sumka 

Thank you to the TI Community!  Thanks to you, our 

project was a success!  This past spring, the students 

in the 8th grade Himmelfarb class studied Parshat 

Kedoshim and we decided to address the issue of 

gun violence through a campaign, Shirts Not 

Shots.  Our mission was to sell many shirts and raise 

awareness about the damage gun violence has 

created on our world, especially from the impact of 

the Tree of Life shooting. Our Shirts Not Shots 

campaign focused on spreading awareness about 

the destruction guns are causing in our world. Shirts are a quick way to spread our important message.   

Our campaign lasted six weeks and raised $358 dollars which went to the Brady Campaign and the Tree 

of Life Synagogue.  Even though this project is over, there are still more opportunities to help in the fight 

against gun violence and we encourage you to take part in it. Thank you for helping last year’s eighth-

grade Himmelfarb class in our mission towards making the world a safer place for everyone. 

Shirts not Shots Campaign Update - Mia Seltman 
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Steve Ross– TI’s Retiring Building Maintenance Man 
Jared Garelick 

Steve Ross, who worked for decades maintaining the TI building and 
setting it up for every kind of activity, has retired as of the end of Au-
gust.  Even those who never spoke with him were accustomed to his 
quiet, smiling presence, unobtrusively setting out chairs as they were 
needed or breaking down tables as an event wound down.  Those 
who did speak with him knew him to be a friendly, able, and helpful 

man. 

As Steve puts it, he was pulled into working at TI.  When Steve was a 
young man, his father was hired by the synagogue.   His father took 
over the maintenance duties from a predecessor who had actually 
lived in the building, in a small apartment, long since converted, on the 
classroom floor.  As extra work was needed the father put his sons to 
work – first Steve’s two older brothers and then, as they moved on, 
Steve himself.  Somewhere around the 1980s, as his father was 
around 70, they exchanged roles, and Steve became the full-time em-

ployee and his father part-time. 

More than many TI members, Steve’s life has been driven by the rhythm of the Jewish calendar for all these 
years.  Different holidays require different preparation in the building, and he knows what they all are.  
For more than 20 years he did not take a Saturday off.  While it took physical effort, Steve felt Saturdays 
to be easy work, as it involved the sound and feel of services and seeing all the people.  While it was not 

his religion, he felt a spiritual connection from the services.   

Steve says he had a “good ride” at TI, but is ready to move on to another chapter in his life.  He’ll spend 
more time with his wife of 37 years, Saleema, who had to share him with TI for so long.  They have two 
grown sons as well as some grandkids.  Steve is still doing some lawn maintenance work, a few hours a day 

in season, to keep a little busy.   

Steve reports that he was offered some kind of event to salute him upon retirement, but he turned it down.  
He didn’t relish the idea of lots of people saying nice things about him all at once.  He felt that he did his 
job, and he knew that people appreciated what he did at the time he did things.  He fondly recalls watch-
ing TI families grow and their children grow up, saying that young people raised at TI often stop when they 
visit to say hello.  After decades working quietly in the background, Steve Ross was content to quietly slip 

off into retirement.   

Book Review: All The Rivers by Dorit Rabinyan 
Bernie Shleien 

Dorit Rabinyan pays attention to her characters at all 

times in deep and moving ways.  Liat, an Israeli woman 

and Himli, a Palestinian man meet and fall in love with 

each other during a six month period while they are both 

in New York City.  She is on a fellowship and he is a strug-

gling artist.  They know that they must separate after a 

short period of time.  What began as a fling blossoms into 

a deep love for each other. He has always dreamed of 

seeing the ocean and actually gets to the ocean at Jaffa 

and the sea below the clock tower. The title of the novel 

refers to the fact that all rivers flow to the sea. At this 

point I need to stop the descriptive portion of my review. I 

recommend it as a must read novel. Dorit Rabinyan is a 

recipient of the Itzak Vinner prize, the Prime Minister’s 

prize and the prestigious Bernstein prize. Haaretz named 

this book as the book of the year.  All the Rivers has been 

translated into seventeen languages.  Israel’s Ministry of 

Education banned the book from the high school curriculum. 
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http://www.tinyurl.com/tischool19
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High Holidays at TI 

https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/hiho2019 

Sun, Sept 8th - SWEET AS HONEY 

  4:30pm   Honey Tasting and Discussion 

SAT, Sept 21 – SELICHOT 

 8:30pm  Selichot movie: Paris to Pittsburgh: The climate for change is now 

 10:00pm  Service 

 

SUN, Sept 22    

  10:00am – 1:00pm  Goldberg Family Synagogue Preparation Day 

   Volunteer to help prepare the building and grounds for the High Holidays! 

 

ROSH HASHANAH 

SUN, Sept 29 – EREV ROSH HASHANAH 

 9:00am – 11:00am Social Action Holiday Food Delivery 

   Deliver bags of holiday groceries to Jewish seniors and others in need. 

 6:30pm Ma’ariv (open seating) 

 

MON, SEPT 30 – ROSH HASHANAH DAY I  

Wolman Sanctuary (assigned seating)  

 8:45am Psukei D’Zimrah & Shacharit 

 ~10:00am Torah reading 

 ~11:00am Sermon by Rabbi Ethan Seidel, Musaf 

Cherner Auditorium (open seating) - led by Rabbi Minna Bromberg 

9:30am Shacharit  

 ~10:15am Torah parade and Torah reading, followed by Musaf 

 

Tot Service – Reamer Chapel  

 ~10:30am For children 18 months to 5 years and their adults 

 

Youth Activities & Babysitting 

 9:00am Babysitting opens for children ages 18 months to pre-K  

(Continued on page 15) 

https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/hiho2019
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High Holidays at TI - continued 

 10:30am Quiet room opens for children grades 4 to 7  

 10:30am Youth activities begin for children grades K to 7 

 1:00pm Youth activities end 

 1:30pm Babysitting ends 

 

Afternoon & Evening 

 5:00pm Tashlich walk from TI to Rock Creek, potluck to follow  

 6:45pm Mincha and Ma’ariv 

 

TUE, OCT 1 - ROSH HASHANAH DAY II 

Wolman Sanctuary (open seating) - service schedule same as Day 1 

 

Youth Activities & Babysitting  

 9:00am  Babysitting opens for children ages 18 months to pre-K   

 10:30am  Quiet room opens for children grades 4 to 7  

 10:30am  Youth activities begin for children grades K to 7 

 1:00pm  Youth activities end 

 1:30pm  Babysitting ends 

 6:45 pm  Mincha and Ma’ariv 

 

Tot Service – Reamer Chapel  

 ~10:30am For children 18 months to 5 years and their adults 

 

Sun, Oct 6 – Cemetery Service 

 2:00pm Service at Mt. Lebanon Cemetery 

 

YOM KIPPUR 

TUE, OCT 8 – KOL NIDRE 

 6:00pm  Empty Your Pockets Campaign to benefit Interfaith Works 

 6:10pm  Activities and babysitting for children 18 mo. to 3rd grade 

 6:15pm sharp!  Services in both Wolman (assigned seating) and Cherner (open seating) 

 Youth activities for 4th-7th graders begin after chanting of Kol Nidre 

(Continued on page 16) 



        

   September 2019                              Tifereth Israel Menorah                                    Page  16           

High Holidays at TI - continued 

WED, OCT 9 – YOM KIPPUR  

Wolman Sanctuary (assigned seating) 

 8:45am  Psukei D’Zimrah and Shacharit 

 ~10:30am Torah reading 

 ~11:30am Sermon - Rabbi Ethan Seidel 

 ~12 noon Yizkor memorial service 

 ~12:30pm Musaf  

Cherner Auditorium 

 9:30am  Shacharit – led by Rabbi Minna Bromberg 

 10:45am Torah parade and Torah reading 

 11:45am Yizkor memorial service followed by Musaf 

Tot Service – Reamer Chapel  

 ~10:45am  For children 18 months to 5 years and their adults 

Youth Activities & Babysitting 

 9:00am  Babysitting opens for children ages 18 months to pre-K  

 10:30am Quiet room opens for children grades 4 to 7   

 10:30am Youth activities begin for children grades K to 7 

 10:30 am Teen program 

 1:00pm  Youth activities end 

 1:30pm  Babysitting ends 

Afternoon & Evening (services in the Wolman Sanctuary with open seating) 

 3:30pm  Mincha  

 5:00pm  Breakout sessions for adults 

   Teen Shmooze  

 6:00pm  Neilah 

 7:20pm  Shofar & Ma’ariv 

   Break Fast – Immediately following the Service 

 

Shanah Tovah U’Metukah • A Happy and Sweet New Year from Tifereth Israel 
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Fall Holidays at TI 

MON, OCT 14 - SUKKOT DAY I  

9:00 am  Sukkot Festival Service 

Noon  Light Kiddush - Sukkah 

12:45 pm Sukkah Walk (enjoy lunch and tour TI families’ sukkot) 

    (map supplied at Kiddush) 

TUES, OCT 15 - SUKKOT DAY II  

9:00 am   Sukkot Festival Service 

Noon      Kiddush Luncheon in the Sukkah  

7:30 pm   Kol Nashim Book Group meets in the Sukkah to select books for the year 

HOL HAMOED IN THE SUKKAH 

WED, OCT 16 

6:20 pm   Weekday Minyan in the Sukkah 

6:30 pm   Pizza in the Hut 

         RSVP at www.tinyurl.com/Sukkot-Pizza19 

THURS, OCT 17 

7:30 pm   Beer and Politics 

         RSVP at www.tinyurl.com/BeerSukkot19 

FRI, OCT 18 

6:30 pm   Shabbat Service & Dinner in the Sukkah  

         Register by October 11: www.tinyurl.com/Shab-Sukkot19 

SAT, OCT 19 

9:00 am Shabbat and Festival Service  

 Noon Kiddush Luncheon in the Sukkah 

SUN OCT 20- HOSHANAH RABBAH 

9:00 am      Morning Service  
12:30 pm    Sushi in the Sukkah—USY/Kadima Family Kickoff 

   Register by October 17: www.tinyurl.com/Sukkot-Sushi19 

  *This event will be held at a member’s sukkah 

MON, OCT 21 - SHEMINI ATZERET 

 9:00 am    Festival Service  

~ 11:00 am  Yizkor Memorial Service 
(Continued on page 18) 

The Himmelfarb School will be helping building sukkot throughout the community. If you are interested 
in opening your home, please contact Jennifer Kefer (jenniferkefer@gmail.com)   

http://www.tinyurl.com/Sukkot-Pizza19
http://www.tinyurl.com/BeerSukkot19
http://www.tinyurl.com/Shab-Sukkot19
http://www.tinyurl.com/Sukkot-Sushi19
mailto:jenniferkefer@gmail.com
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MON, OCT 21 - SIMCHAT TORAH 

 7:15 pm Festival Service and Hakafot 

   Marching, singing, and celebrating 

TUE, OCTOBER 22 - SIMCHAT TORAH 

 9:00 am Festival Service  

 10:30 am Hakafot and Tot Simchat Torah 

  Marching, singing, and celebrating 

Fall Holidays at TI - continued 

This summer I had the privilege of joining a group of 

over 150 educators from around the world to tour 

Israel. The tour was organized by the JNF, and it 

completely revised my appreciation for this amazing 

organization. JNF is not just planting trees in Israel 

(although it has planted over a quarter of a billion 

trees!! and Israel is the only country in the world with 

more trees today than 50 years ago!!).  

JNF is elevating education and education resources, 

especially for "average" students; it is creating and 

improving parks to make them accessible to every 

kind of special needs person; it is restoring the Hula 

Valley, along the second largest bird migration 

highway in the world (we saw some amazing critters 

in those wetlands); it is at the forefront of turning 

Beersheva into one of the most desirable places to 

live in Israel; it is helping terraform the Negev with 

permanent water resources; it has built an indoor $5 

million dollar playground for children (and adults) in 

Sderot with bomb shelters within 10 seconds of 

every corner of the multi-acre playground (80% of 

Sderot's children suffer from PTSD due to over a 

decade of constant rockets and terror from nearby 

Gaza); and the JNF is doing SO much more! 

Once low on my tzedaka list, the JNF is now in my 

top tier.   

 

If you know a college student, here's a great 

opportunity for them: 

We are looking for your amazing college students 

to join our JNF College Summit in DC from 

September 13th-15th. We are bringing together 

over 300 college students, as well as over a 

thousand supporters of Israel. Students will be able 

to meet college students from across the country, 

hear from innovative organizations, individuals 

doing great work to improve life in Israel for all 

Israelis, and participate in workshops that teach 

them how to bring what they have learned home to 

their college campuses and to the Hebrew school 

classrooms where they teach. The conference is 

$100 per person, which includes food, housing and 

all programming. You can find more details and 

register at www.jnf.org/summit. 

What I Did This Summer 

Stephen Berer – Kitah Hey & Vav Judaics Teacher  

http://www.jnf.org/summit
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https://tinyurl.com/glenstone19
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Himmelfarb Happenings September 2019 

Rina Rebibo 

Welcome back! In what feels like a blink of an eye, summer flew by and we are back to school! The first day 
of Himmelfarb will be Sunday September 8th. Parents, please join us for orientation after Tefillah. From 9:45-
11:00 we will have time to reconnect with old friends, meet new families, hear about all the new changes to 

the curriculum and enjoy coffee & bagels.  

Over the summer, we were busy revamping both the curriculum and the structure of how Hebrew is taught. 
The updated curriculum is a spiral curriculum which incorporates a theme and social emotional goals into each 
grade level. A hard copy of the curriculum guide will be emailed out to parents and will also be available at 

the parent orientation.  

In addition, this year, we will be piloting a fluency program to help our students in Kiaot Gimel through Vav 
improve their reading by grouping them in small groups on both Sundays and Wednesdays. If you haven’t 

enrolled yet – now’s the time! Go to: https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/himmelfarb-enrollment2019 

Important Upcoming Dates: 

Sunday, September 8: First Day of School for Gan through Chai (8th) School 

Sunday September 8th: Parent Orientation - after Tefilla, from approximately 9:45 – 11:00, parents are 
invited to join Rina for Bagels and Coffee. This is an opportunity to meet new parents, see old friends, hear 

what we have in store for the year, and learn how you can get involved! 

Sunday September 8th, TWO Youth Kickoff Parties  

#1 - 12:15 – 1:30 PM for Gan – 8th Grade students & parents -  stay after school for a light lunch & 

crafts.  

#2 - 6:00 - 8:00 PM for High School students only. Nut House pizza dinner, ice breakers & Hide & Seek 

at TI! MUST RSVP for either/both to: rina@tifereth-israel.org 

Sunday September 15th: Parents are invited to join us for the first Parent Shmooze of the year! This week we 
will talk about how to set your & your family’s intention for the High Holidays. How to minimize the stress and 

focus on what is important.  

Sunday September 22nd: Jeremy Goldberg Clean Up Day. For part of the morning, students will be 

participating in helping the synagogue get ready for the High Holidays.  

Sunday September 22nd: First High School Seminar class. This year’s seminar: Global Transitions: US/Israel 
Relations in the 21st Century.  6:00 – 8:00 PM, includes pizza dinner. To sign up: 

https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/himmelfarb-enrollment2019 

Sunday September 29th: No School  – Erev Rosh HaShana 

Did you know we have a Google calendar for Himmelfarb? Download it now and keep up to date with all of 

our happenings!  

https://calendar.google.com/calendar?
cid=ZDYwdXMxYjhxOG1yOXU1aTd0NTNyYmdzZnNAZ3JvdXAuY2FsZW5kYXIuZ29vZ2xlLmNvbQ 

https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/himmelfarb-enrollment2019
mailto:Welcome%20back!%20In%20what%20feels%20like%20a%20blink%20of%20an%20eye,%20summer%20flew%20by%20and%20we%20are%20back%20to%20school!%20The%20first%20day%20of%20Himmelfarb%20will%20be%20Sunday%20September%208th.%20rina@tifereth-israel.org?subject=RSVP
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/himmelfarb-enrollment2019
https://calendar.google.com/calendar?cid=ZDYwdXMxYjhxOG1yOXU1aTd0NTNyYmdzZnNAZ3JvdXAuY2FsZW5kYXIuZ29vZ2xlLmNvbQ
https://calendar.google.com/calendar?cid=ZDYwdXMxYjhxOG1yOXU1aTd0NTNyYmdzZnNAZ3JvdXAuY2FsZW5kYXIuZ29vZ2xlLmNvbQ
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Honey. It's kosher, even though it's produced by a non-kosher insect. Humans have loved it for thousands of 

years, and its future is uncertain. Rabbi Seidel and a beekeeper from Bethesda-based Bee America will 

discuss the role of honey in ancient times and in the DC/MD area today.  

Honey will be available for sampling and purchase. There will also be an offering of snacks that pair well 

with honey, tea and mead, and door prizes!  Everyone is welcome. 

Join us if you are honey-curious or looking for some interesting facts to share on Rosh Hashanah.  Sign up 

at https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/sweet-as-honey-a-primer-for-your-rosh-hashanah-table.html 

https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/sweet-as-honey-a-primer-for-your-rosh-hashanah-table.html
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Youth Update 

Rina Rebibo 

There are so many wonderful attributes to our community. TI values all of its members and is always looking 

for ways to engage everyone – no matter how young!  

This year we are introducing a few new programs: 

Mitzvah  of the Month Class - Starting in January, there will be a monthly class on Sunday mornings for 
tots ages 2-4 years old. Taught by Early Childhood Educator, Lee Anderegg, this class will introduce little 
ones to different mitzvot through experiential education. The class costs $50 and will meet on January 26, 
February 23, March 29, April 26 & May 31. For more information, please email our Director of Education, 

Rina  Rebibo at rina@tifereth-israel.org 

Kippah Kraze – Ever wonder why Jews wear a kippah, (and why some don’t)? Why are there so many 
different types of kippot? Families with 3rd &  4th graders are invited to learn all about kippot and to 
decorate their own Kippah on Saturday night, on February 22 from 7:30 – 9:00 PM. For more information 

please email our Director of Education, Rina Rebibo at rina@tifereth-israel.org 

Mechina  - Pre-B’nai Mitzvah Prep Class! From 10:00 – 10:30,  Jr. Congregation leader, Maya Dimant 
Lentz will teach 6th & 7th graders the musaf tefillot on the second and fourth Shabbat of the month. This 
intensive course is designed to help your child connect  personally to the meaning of the prayers and do 
their best in leading TI in davening for their B’nai Mitzvah and beyond. Mechina will lead right into Jr. 
Congregation, so your child is encouraged to stay and play games, participate in davening & learn about 

the parsha too.  

Drinks & Drash – Starting on November 7th, High Schoolers will be meeting with Rina at 4:00 PM at  
Kaldi’s to schmooze and learn about the weekly parsha. We will dive into  the Torah, look at different 

commentaries and see how the parsha can be applied to their lives today. Open to all 9th-12th graders.  

Gevarim - Andrew Reamer  

Talmud Study 

Saturday, September 7 and 21 at 1:00 PM in the 

Reamer Chapel. Rabbi Seidel reconvenes the bi-

weekly study of Talmud in English transla-

tion.  Open to all.   

MovieNite@TI -- Selichot 

Saturday, September 21 at 8:00 PM in the Berch 

Library. Gevarim, the TI Environment Committee, 

and Interfaith Power & Light present the National 

Geographic documentary Paris to Pittsburgh.  

As the weather grows more deadly and destruc-

tive, Americans are demanding solutions to climate 

change — and they aren't waiting on Washington 

to act. 75 minutes followed by discussion. 

Kosher Wines of California 

Saturday, September 28 at 4:00 at the Seidels' 

house, 7604 Morningside Drive. For Gevarim's an-

nual wine-tasting, wine expert and JTS regional 

representative Brett Drucker will lead a tasting of 

six kosher wines from California--reds, whites, and 

rose. 
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 Upcoming Friday Night Minyan Assignments 

September 6 2019  

Rabbi Jason & Devora Kimelman-Block 

Alexandra Kincannon & Paul Moorehead 

Shemaya & Dori Klar 

Morris Klein & Naomi Freeman 

Aaron Kofner & Anat Shahar  

Roger Kohn 

Allan Kolker  

Edward Koren & Claudine Schweber 

Michael & Lisa Kraft 

Anita Kramer 

Joshua & Francesca Kranzberg 

Gabriel Kravitz & Yael Smiley  

David & Amy Kritz 

Richard Kruger & Naimah Weinberg 

Daniel & Juliet Kuhn  

Matthew Kunkin & Hilary Sachs 

Simcha Kuritzky 

Susan Laden 

Alan Landay 

Robert Lande & Jeri Roth Lande 

September 13, 2019 

Scott Lasensky & Elise Pressma  

Alexander Laufer & Jennifer Siegel Laufer 

Jen Lav & Susan Gilvin  

Michael & Iris Lav 

Mitchell Lazarus & Judith Shapiro 

Beverly Lehrer 

Elihu Leifer  

Ken & Rachel Lemberg 

Mark & Ilene Levine  

Steve LeVine & Nuri Nurlybayeva 

Wylie & Kim Levone  

Mark Lewis & Janet Nesse 

Dan Liebman & Lis Davis 

Lisa Traiger  

Michael Linden & Rebecca Melsky   

Fred Lipschultz & Rabbi Devorah Lynn  

John & Lynne List 

John Lister 

Sara Luterman  

September 20, 2019  

Oscar & Amy Mann  

Sarna Marcus  

Stephen Marcus & Renee Matalon 

Ilana Marmon & Paul McLeary  

Joseph & Paula Martin 

Robert Mathis & Tali Stopak-Mathis 

David & Carla Matusow 

Rachel & Jackson McClam  

Allison & Colin McMillan  

Tobi McFarland 

David & Janice Mehler 

Stephen Meltzer 

Ethan Merlin & Joelle Novey 

David & Dana Mermelstein 

Sarah & Rachel Meytin 

Josephine Mickelson  

Michael & Barbara Milton 

Ken Morris & Terri Zall 

Jerry & Sharon Muller 

September 27, 2019  

Oscar & Amy Mann  

Sarna Marcus 

Stephen Marcus & Renee Matalon 

Ilana Marmon & Paul McLeary  

Joseph & Paula Martin 

Robert Mathis & Tali Stopak-Mathis 

David & Carla Matusow 

Rachel & Jackson McClam  

Allison & Colin McMillan  

Tobi McFarland 

David & Janice Mehler 

(Continued on page 25) 

Editor’s note:  Because there will be no September 7th congregational dinner there are changes to the weekly 
assignments.  If you were scheduled for September 13, 20, or 27 please re-check your assignment. 
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Upcoming Friday Night Minyan Assignments - continued 

Stephen Meltzer 

Ethan Merlin & Joelle Novey 

David & Dana Mermelstein 

Sarah & Rachel Meytin 

Josephine Mickelson  

Michael & Barbara Milton 

Ken Morris & Terri Zall 

Jerry & Sharon Muller 

September 27, 2019  

Jonah & Stephanie Murdock 

Myron Murdock & Judy Herzog-Murdock 

Josh Nadas & Lillie Rosen  

Ray & Adele Natter 

Sheridan & Dana Neimark 

Michael H. New & Linda Turnowski  

Stephen Nelson & Leslie Goodman-Malamuth 

Jeffrey & Lauren Nosanov  

David Ogilvie & Miriam Lederer  

Lee & Hedy Ohringer 

Sarah Osborne 

Larry Paul & Joye Newman 

Perry & Fylis Peckham 

Daniel Pederson & Dafna Spear 

David Pelzer & Ellie Tiemann  

Melissa Perera 

Adam & Jessica Perlmutter 

Jeff & Cynthia Peterman 

Michael Pitch & Elaine Weiss 

Joshua Pitlick & Janet Blank 

October 4, 2019  

David & Laurel Rabin 

Glenn Rapoport  

Jacqueline Ratner 

Andrew Reamer 

Sanford & Shelley Reback 

Arnold & Naomi Revzin 

Ruth Reynolds 

Kelly & Stephen Rickard  

Howard Riker & Danielle Glosser 

Morris & Judy Rodenstein 

Joseph Rofrano & Lynn Golub-Rofrano 

Charles Rombro & Pamela Stone 

Chris Romer & Amy Nelson  

Elliot Rosen & Sharon Cohen 

Andrew Roshwalb & Jackelyn Lopez Roshwalb 

Aviel Roshwald & Alene Moyer 

Ari Roth & Kate Schecter 

Nancy Roth 

Marc Rothenberg & Ivy Baer 

October 11, 2019  

Robert Rovinsky & Renana Brooks 

David & Stephanie Rubin 

Howard & Hannah Rubin 

Stephen & Jill Saletta  

Mark & Diann Saltman 

Lawrence & Pearl Schainker 

Eric & Shira Schechtman 

Michael & Mical Schneider 

Keith Secular & Susan Catler 

Paul Seltman & Jeanne Ireland 

Hershel & Judith Shanks  

David & Lois Shapiro  

Phillip & Ruth Shapiro 

Yvonne Shashoua & Yochanan Sullivan 

Noam Shelef & Deborah Quint Shelef  

Jaclyn Shettler & Aaron Marx  

Randy Showstack & Michele Zador  

Nathaniel Shyovitz  

Richard & Marjorie Siegel 

October 25, 2019  

Morton Simon 

David & Rona Siskind 

Aaron & Reva Snow  

Steven Solomon & Cara Lichtenstein  

Jamie Sorge & Malki Karkowsky  

Sarah Sorscher & Marcus Hedrick  

(Continued on page 26) 
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B’nai Mitzvah 

Louis & Madge Lee Specter 

Barry & Sari Siegel Spieler 

Jeffrey & Julie Steinberg 

Michael Stempel & Sheryl Frank  

Abby & Samantha Holtz  

Steven Stoller  

Jack Stone & Wilma Brier 

Herman & Malka Stopak 

Michael & Michelle Strollo  

Edwin Stromberg & Rose Ellen Halper 

Shelley Sturman 

Friday Night Minyan Assignments - October 25 continued 

 

Hi! My name is Anna Bressler, and my parents 

are Rachel and Steve Bressler. I have an older 

brother named Zachary and a dog named 

Grady. I’m looking forward to my bat mitzvah on 

September 21st. 

I’m in 8th grade at Sligo Middle School. I swim 

year-round for Tollefson and in the summer for 

Glenwood.  I play flute in my school band and I 

have also taken private flute lessons for 4 

years.  This past summer I went to Camp Louise.   

For my mitzvah project, I volunteered with Open 

Door Sports.  Open Door Sports provides sports 

programs for children with disabilities.  I helped 

students in elementary school play soccer and 

basketball.   

Full Moon Hikes Return 

Enjoy nature at night on a Full Moon Hike! Each hike is about two miles round trip and is scheduled for the 

Sunday night closest to the full moon. Plan on about 90 minutes of fun, adventure, and friendship, with 

chocolate treats at the half-way point. 

The starting point will be at or near TI and will be announced for each hike. Wear clothing appropriate for 

the weather; bring a flashlight and water. 

Hikes are on the Sunday night nearest to the Full Moon: Sept. 15 starting at 8:30pm; Nov. 10 starting at 

7:30pm; Jan. 19 starting at 7:30pm; March 22 starting at 8:30pm; and, May 7 starting at 8:30 pm. 

Contact John List for details before each hike.  John List • (703) 624-1467 • Listfam@gmail.com 

mailto:Listfam@gmail.com?subject=Full%20moon%20hike
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Kol Nashim Book Group - Jessica Weissman 

We met on August 20th at the home of  Louise 
Kelley and Jessica Weissman to discuss The Eddie 
Cantor Story, a biography  by David Weinstein.  
Our number included a 4th cousin once removed of 
Mr. Cantor, so we felt we had won the jackpot on 

intergenerational Jewish geography.   

Our September reading is Judas, a novel by Amos 

Oz.   Plenty of library copies available. 

We meet at 7:30 on September 17 at the home of 
Paula Flicker. All are welcome. RSVP to 

knbook@tifereth-israel.org. 

In October we will meet in the Sukkah and pick 
books for the rest of the year. Bring your 

suggestions! 

mailto:KNRsvp@Tifereth-Israel.org?subject=RSVP%20for%20Baking%20with%20Jessica%20Sept%2015%20
mailto:knbook@tifereth-israel.org?subject=I'm%20coming%20to%20the%20book%20group%20meeting%20on%20May%2021st
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Donations 

GENERAL FUND 

Donor                  In honor of 

Philip Avner Myrna Goldman 

Carol and Donald Day Myrna Goldman 

Alan Landay Ruti Regan & Ari 

   Ne’eman 

Sheridan and Dana Neimark Myrna Goldman 

Katharine Scheig Myrna Goldman 

Richard & Marjorie Siegel Myrna Goldman      

MARVIN CAPLAN SOCIAL ACTION FUND 

Donor                  In memory of 

Eugene & Esther Herman Brenda Cywan   

MOLLIE BERCH LIBRARY FUND 

Donor                  In honor of 

Howard & Michele Sumka Irving Sumka 

Howard & Michele Sumka Rhoda Sumka 

    Steinberg 

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 

Donor                  In honor of 

Charlotte Gottlieb Rabbi Ethan Seidel 

TORAH REPAIR FUND 

Donor                  In memory of 

Marcia Klompus Benjamin Mensh  

YAHRZEIT DONATIONS 

Donor                  In memory of 

Rabbi & Barbara Abramowitz Frieda Abramowitz 

Jon Alterman & Katherine  Rita Alterman 

   LaRiviere  

David & Felice Anderson Julius Anderson 

Natalie Arosemena Sylvia Gorewitz Levin 

Leonard & Joy Baxt Aaron Katzman 

Robert Chew & Ronna Corman- Herman H. Corman 

   Chew 

Robert Chew & Ronna Corman- Bertha Freidman Smith 

   Chew 

Marc & Karen Drazin Eric Drazin 

Marc & Karen Drazin Bernice Jeweler Drazin 

Myrna Goldman Leonard & Lorraine 

Goldman 

Stefan Gunther & Lisa Goldberg Ekkehard Gunther 

Stephen Heller & Shelly Rachelle Esther Silverman 

Louise Kelley & Jessica  Kathy Michos 

   Weissman  

Alan Landay Jeanne Wayne 

   Cornetto 

Alice Lazar Morton William Lazar 

Richard Mazer Sanford Mazer 

Josephine Mickelson Sidney Mickelson 

Toby Mickelson Sidney Mickelson 

Sarah Osborne Paul Osborne 

David & Stephanie Rubin Edgar Turpin 

Morton & Adele Samler Joseph Goldstein 

Bernie Shleien Tillie Shleien 

Yvonne Shashoua Alfred Salim Shashoua 

Yvonne Shashoua Sonya Rozansky 

    Shashoua 

Diana Zurer Chasie Furman  

Share your September simcha and help sponsor the birthday/anniversary kiddush.  Your name on a cake 

in squiggly icing!  Your birthday or anniversary in the bulletin and mentioned in the announcements! 

Kiddush is on September 7th.  Sign up to sponsor at: www.tinyurl.com/TIbday by noon on September 3rd. 

September Birthday/Anniversary Kiddush 

http://www.tinyurl.com/TIbday
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Lifelong Learning Update - Kim Levone, VP of LLL 

Happy September everyone! 

As the temperature gets cooler, we are excited to be getting our year's activities started.   We are deep in 
the process of creating a program guide which you will be able to see around the High Holidays.  It has some-
thing for everyone - Tot Programs, Family Education, Himmelfarb School and Teen Activities.  We are current-
ly in the process of hiring a Youth Advisor and we are also working on expanding our Adult Education offer-

ings with the help of Alan Tulchin (who is back from NYC!)   

If you are interested in supporting the Lifelong Learning Committee's activities or have a class you would like 

to take (or teach) please be in touch.  You can always find me at TILLL@tifereth-israel.org  

Pet Peeve - Azaria Hileman-Shashoua 
I am 12, and I simply don't find it fun going to shul. 
There isn't anybody my age around. During the 
school year, there are kids my age. However, this 
summer that number has dropped a lot. Perhaps 
there aren't enough things going on for kids during 
the summer. Just instituting a few more programs for 

kids my age would improve my experience at shul. 

Editor’s note:  In place of pet peeves, for the next few 
months I am soliciting High Points - things you espe-
cially enjoy about your TI experience.   Large or 
small, specifically Jewish or not, send them to meno-
rah@Tifereth-Israel.org 

mailto:TILLL@tifereth-israel.org?subject=I'm%20interested%20in%20Lifelong%20Learning%20at%20TI
https://tinyurl.com/TIBOR19

