
Social Action Programs: Tutoring & Mentoring Young People 

Shepherd Park Tutoring 
2020-2021 will be the 19th year adults and teenagers from Tifereth Israel and our 

neighborhood have tutored students from our local public elementary school. Each tutor is 

paired with a young student (grade 2-6) for the school year. The pair meets for one hour, 

normally on Sundays, to read, practice math skills, or review homework. The weekly hour 

can make a tremendous difference in the academic performance of participating students 

by reinforcing skills learned in school. This informal homework tutoring was previously done 

in person, at the synagogue, but this year we will attempt to arrange to do it via Zoom. This 

will likely provide greater flexibility in scheduling tutoring sessions. If we can make this 

work remotely, we will need to have a pool of volunteer TI tutors to launch this in late 

September. Adults, high school students and pre-Bar/Bat-Mitzvah tutors can work with 

students who are in primary school.  

If you are interested, please sign up by clicking here.  

Questions? Contact Bruce Heppen or Tobi McFarland. 

TI Mutual Support Tutoring for school age children 
This is a new program, so please sign up soon. For TI families with children at home, the TI 

volunteer could listen to children read over the phone and discuss the text with them. Volunteers 

could also assist students with reading, practice math skills, or review science or social 

sciences homework. While reviewing their school assignments, the TI volunteer tutor would 

provide appropriate informal advice. Adults and high school student tutors can work with 

students of any age, while pre-Bar/Bat-Mitzvah tutors will work primarily with students who are 

in primary school, always with adult supervision.  

If you are interested, please sign up by clicking here.  

Questions? Contact either Lynn Golub-Rofrano or Bob Feron. 

TI Immigrant Support Tutoring for Children of Immigrant Families 
Over the past two years, a small but dedicated team of TI adults and adolescents have provided 

homework tutoring to the school-age children of three different immigrant families from Syria. 

These informal tutoring sessions are usually fun and rewarding, since these sweet kids really 

appreciate our support, and so do their parents. It’s rewarding to see how strongly they want to 

learn these reading, writing, math and basic science skills and how our help can significantly 

improve their performance and grades. This tutoring was previously done in person, but is now 

being done remotely. We currently have enough TI tutors, but we may need to recruit a few new 

volunteer tutors in late 2020 who will be comfortable doing all such tutoring via Zoom. The 

normal schedule is one or two sessions of 60-90 minutes per week. Adults are welcome, of 

course, as are exceptionally mature high school students.  

If interested, click here.  

Questions? Contact Bob Feron or Janet Nesse. 
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Entertaining children so parents can work--great project for older children!  
This is a new TI Social Action program, through which TI families can offer to support one 

another. The timing, content and circumstances of such activities will need to be coordinated 

with the parents of the children involved. Adult supervision and coordination will be provided.  

 Play games or participate in online activities (e.g. educational programs, podcasts) with 

children, so that their parents can work with fewer interruptions. 

 Start a children’s story hour for a certain age group and run it once a week. Read to the 

children and create a craft project for the children based on the story you read. This 

would continue weekly for two or three months. 

If you are interested, please sign up by clicking here.  

Questions? Contact Lynn Golub-Rofrano or Varda Fink. 
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