
Social Action Programs: Projects on Hold During Pandemic 

 
Several of our traditional Social Action activities have involved direct service to the less 

fortunate members of the community and therefore present the possibility of relatively close 

contact. Due to concerns raised by the coronavirus pandemic, most of these efforts have been 

curtailed during 2020. We hope to resume many of the projects described below after D.C. and 

Maryland Public Health Authorities believe such activities have become safe. In practice, this is 

unlikely to occur before a safe and effective vaccine for COVID-19 becomes widely available 

throughout the general population, when and if that occurs. Therefore, the following five 

traditional Social Action activities listed have been suspended until further notice. 

 

SOME (So Others Might Eat) – Casseroles  
SOME opened as a small soup kitchen in 1970 and with the help of volunteers now provides a 
nourishing, hot breakfast and lunch every day of the year. TI participates by creating casseroles 
for SOME to serve--a great activity for volunteers of all ages.   
For casserole drop-off times, contact Stephanie or David Rubin. 
 

Martha's Table - Van Run 
Help support those who are hungry by joining us as we drive a soup-and-sandwich van one 
Sunday a month, serving dinner to the homeless on the streets of downtown DC.  
Learn more by contacting Gene Herman. 
 

Christmas Meals 
TI members cook and serve over 300 Christmas lunch meals to residents of four local homeless 
shelters each Christmas. We also give out small gifts, and our children take special pride in 
helping to wrap these gifts at the locations where the meals are served.  All are invited to help 
prepare in advance as well as serve food. We also welcome contributions to help defray the 
cost of the meals.  
To learn more, contact Larry Baizer or Mona Berch. 
 

Juniper Street Collections 
We collect food, clothing, and other items throughout the year for schools, shelters, others in our 
community. The collection point is in the Juniper Street lobby.  
To learn more contact Jeri Roth Lande.  

Friendship Place 
Friendship Place, in Tenleytown DC, provides a welcome center, job placement, short-term 
housing, supportive housing, and street outreach for homeless people. Tifereth Israel is 
represented on Friendship Place’s Congregations Committee, which is a liaison to several DC 
congregations. The committee works on projects such as collections of winter clothing and 
school backpacks. Other activities include fundraising friendship walks and concerts and 
engaging volunteers.  
To learn more, contact Julie Steinberg. 
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