
 

 

 
A group of TI’ers is gathering to plan how best to re-start our volunteer work supporting 
new refugee families. Anyone who is interested in volunteering directly with families or 
offering other types of support is welcome to attend. At the meeting we plan to 
determine the strength of our “volunteer power’ and to discuss which organization we 
feel best suited to work with at this time. We will then plan for the next steps to get us 
started. An evening Zoom meeting can also be scheduled, if you request one. 

 
1. Option #1:  Join New Neighbors Interfaith Alliance (NNIA) 

  

About NNIA:  
NNIA is an alliance of over 20 faith communities who work together supporting refugee 
families.  They have been in existence for about 6 years and currently have 21 families 
they are serving. Right now, most of the families are Afghanis, but they are also working 
with families from Guatemala, Syria and some African countries.  These families receive 
varying levels or support. A few have “graduated” to only needing some legal 
assistance, while 6-8 are receiving daily help. Most of the families have been referred to 
NNIA by the national Ethiopian refugee resettlement agency (ECDC) and one has come 
through IRC. 
 
What Are NNIA’s Goals?  
NNIA’s goals are to assist refugee families to become independent as quickly as 
possible. Each family’s situation is different, but typically NNIA volunteers work with a 
family for about a year. 
 
What Commitments Do Faith Communities Make When They Join?  
Faith Communities who join NNIA agree to publicize the work of NNIA to the full 
congregation a few times a year. Faith communities also supply volunteers. Some 
congregations send only one person who volunteers while others send many. Finally, 
there is no financial requirement to join, but it is hoped that communities will be able 
provide some funds or goods that families need. 
 
What Could Involvement from TI Look Like?  
1. Currently a big need is for volunteers to help with tasks for families that already have 

a Family Support Team established. Drivers and tutors are needed the most.  

Help Us Plan Next Steps for TI’s Refugee Support Team 
Thursday March 23 

12:00 noon on Zoom 
https://zoom.us/j/97140498534  

Meeting ID: 971 4049 8534 
 

Everyone Welcome! 
 

Rachel Seidel and Bob Mathis are cohosts 
 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/zoom.us/j/97140498534__;!!IDEMUsA!UBiZkN9XqHoDbutQcR4BFpq9cNNtxkNis0Eek77Zxf2jCykM0ANf5sMcLsRFDO8TYQ$


 

 

One easy entry would be to volunteer to drive women to the monthly Women’s 
Circle meeting—where all refugee women are invited to a social group/educational 
meeting. In addition to driving, you can stay for the meeting to help babysit children 
who are not school age. 

2. Tifereth Israel Volunteers can join either of NNIA’s two committees. One focuses on 
providing educational support to all of the families and one focuses on food needs 

3. Later when NNIA takes on a new family—if TI has a core group ready—we could 
become part of a Family Support Team and be assigned a family to work with more 
regularly (i.e. weekly). We would be working with at least one other faith community 
(probably more) and NNIA would chose a team leader to be the main coordinator of 
all volunteers working with that family (who could be a TI volunteer) 

4. Monetary support from TI members is always welcome, but it’s not required. 
Sometimes donations of supplies, furniture, etc., are needed. 

5. The NNIA is planning to expand their fundraising efforts in the near future and may 
need volunteers interested in planning a dinner or another major fund-raising event. 

 
What Training/Support Does NNIA Offer Volunteers: 
NNIA has an online orientation program for new volunteers (roughly half and hour) 
Once you’re are working directly with refugees, any concerns, questions or problems 
would first be addressed by that family’s Support Team Leader. Additionally, the 
members of the steering committee (all volunteers) are very hands on and ready to offer 
help. You also get access to a Refugee Support Resource Handbook. 
 
Find more information on their website: 
https://nnia-maryland.com 
 

2. Option #2: We Can Work through the International Refugee Committee 
(IRC) Office in Silver Spring 

 
The IRC works around the globe supporting refugees. Locally, they are one of the three 
national refugee resettlement organizations approved by the U.S. State Department to 
help resettle immigrants in the Maryland & D.C. area who entered the U.S. with pre-
approved refugee status. Recently, on Feb. 11, two IRC representatives spoke at TI 
about their programs and volunteer opportunities. 
 
Volunteering with IRC’s Family Mentor Program involves two to four TI adult 
members joining together to support the integration of a new refugee family into the 
community.  These families have housing, work permits access to ACA health care and 
limited financial support (primarily for food and partial rent) from the government. 
Volunteers work with families as drivers, tutors, cultural guides, advocates, etc. The IRC 
offers volunteers support with an online orientation and brief introductory training, plus 
ongoing help finding resources and trouble-shooting on any issues that arise. Bob 
Feron of the TI Social Action team can offer support if you wish to volunteer. 
 
To learn more check out: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UsnOAjOTiRA  
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TI members who wish to sign up as Refugee Family Mentors through the IRC should 

send an email to either Bob Feron (BobFeron@gmail.com) or Saber Amini of the IRC 

(saber.amini@rescue.org) or both. 

 

Here are additional useful IRC clickable links: 

Volunteer signup link: bit.ly/3V3dZEC  

Internship Application link: bit.ly/3HHWUf3 

Mentor a Refugee family: bit.ly/3Vc9AiT 

Volunteer to help with Resettlement: bit.ly/3DUqJrz 

Purchase an Item a Refugee family needs from Amazon: bit.ly/3uvEiZp 

Employee a Refugee: Email to: (SilverSpring@Rescue.org) 

 – Bob Feron 
 

 

Zoom link info. for future TI Refugee Volunteer Meetings: 

Join Zoom Meeting:  
https://zoom.us/j/97140498534 
Meeting ID: 971 4049 8534 
Dial in: +13017158592,,97140498534# US (Germantown) 
Find your local number: https://zoom.us/u/aXFZXjxSM 
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