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Welcome 
Shabbat shalom – a peaceful Sabbath! Welcome to Tifereth Israel 
Congregation. The Tulchin family is pleased to have so many family 
members and friends who are able to join us from near and afar to 
celebrate Hillel’s bar mitzvah, whether in person or virtually.  

Tifereth Israel is a traditional, egalitarian congregation and part of the 
Conservative movement of Judaism.  

Today we celebrate Hillel’s becoming bar mitzvah (a Hebrew phrase 
meaning “subject to the commandments”) as part of our 
congregation’s regular weekly Shabbat (Sabbath) morning service. At 
age 13, Hillel is now considered for most purposes an adult member 
of the Jewish community, responsible for carrying out the mitzvot 
(commandments) and teachings of Jewish life. During the service, 
Hillel will lead a portion of our service, read from the Torah, have an 
Aliyah (a call to say Torah blessings for the first time) and read the 
Haftarah, a selection from Nevi’im, the Prophetic books of the Bible. 
Hillel has also prepared an essay on some themes of today’s Torah 
reading. It is in the form of a memo and can be found at the end of 
this booklet. 

Synagogue Customs 
Men and boys wear a kippah or other head covering as a sign of 
respect, regardless of religion. Many women also choose to 
participate in this tradition. Many Jewish adults also wrap themselves 
in a tallit. Today is the first Shabbat on which Hillel will wear a tallit.  

While Zoom requires you to mute your devices, we hope you will 
follow the service and participate from your homes. You may use the 
“chat” feature to share words of love and support. For those who 
can join in person, please join Hillel and our family in song and 
prayer. The Hebrew texts together with English translations are 
available in the Siddur Sim Shalom prayer book, which is available 
through the TI website or using the following link: 
https://tiferethdc.shulcloud.com/event/shabbat-and-festival-
service.html 

Order of the service 
The Saturday morning service is divided into several parts.  The first 
part of the service includes morning Birkhot HaShachar (Morning 
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Blessings), praising God for a new day, and P’sukei D’Zimra (Verses 
of Song), a selection of psalms.    

Next is Shacharit (the Morning Service), which includes the recitation 
of the Sh’ma, the central statement of Jewish belief (“Hear O Israel, 
Adonai is our God, Adonai is One”).  It also includes the Amidah 
(The Standing Prayer), during which we express our thankfulness and 
evoke God’s connections with our ancestors and us.   

Next is the Torah service, during which the Torah scrolls will be 
removed from the ark.  We all will rise as the ark is opened and any 
time the Torah is lifted. Hillel will lead the Torah service.   

Typically, the Torah is carried around the congregation before the 
reading so that congregants can touch it with a prayer book or tallit. 
Unfortunately, social distancing precludes this custom today. 

This week’s parasha (Torah portion) is called Shemot. It is divided into 
seven sections.  The last part of the seventh section is repeated (it is 
called maftir). Each reading is preceded and followed by blessings. 
Being called up to the Torah is called “having an aliyah” (from the 
Hebrew word for “ascent”) and is considered an honor. We are 
grateful to have the following friends and family have Aliyot and 
Torah readings today:   

1. Aliyah – member(s) of the congregation 
 Torah Reader – Hillel Tulchin 

2. Aliyah – member(s) of the congregation 
 Reader – Dana Beyer 

3. Aliyah – Abe Bunks on behalf of grandparents Abe and 
Nina T. Bunks, Ruth Miller, Gene Tulchin  and Lowely 
Cheung 

4. Reader – Dana Beyer 
 

5. Aliyah – Eve and Nina Wattenberg (cousins) 
 Reader – Dana Beyer 

6. Aliyah – John and Bracha Laster (friends) 
 Reader – Dana Beyer  

7. Aliyah – Allan and Judy Tulchin (parents) 
 Reader – Dana Beyer 



8. Aliyah – The Handwerker family (friends) 
 Reader – Judy Tulchin 

9. Maftir Aliyah– Hillel Tulchin 
 Reader – Hillel Tulchin 

After the Torah reading. Hillel will chant the Haftarah for Parashat 
Shemot. After Hillel finishes the blessings for the haftarah, those who 
are present at the synagogue will sing “Siman tov u’mazal tov” (“A good 
sign and good luck”) in celebration.  

We will continue with the service for returning the Torah to the ark. 
Hillel’s aunt and uncle, Laura and Martin Wattenberg, will read a 
prayer for our country. After the Torah is returned to the ark, Hillel’s 
Dad, Allan Tulchin, will share his thoughts on the themes of today’s 
Torah portion. 

Hillel’s Mom, Judy Tulchin, will lead Musaf, the concluding portion 
of our service, beginning with the Amidah prayer.  We rise as we 
chant together before continuing silently.  Judy will continue leading 
the service, aided by other family members for Ein Keloheinu, which 
proclaims God’s uniqueness, and the final song, Adon Olam (Eternal 
Lord).   

Todah Rabah (Thank you very much) 

We would like to acknowledge the many people who helped Hillel 
reach this joyous day.  We would particularly like to thank Hillel’s bar 
mitzvah tutor, Norman Shore, who thoughtfully exposed Hillel to 
the richness of Jewish learning. We would also like to thank Rina 
Rebibo and all the wonderful teachers at the Himmelfarb School, as 
well as the Congregation Ansche Chesed Religious School in New 
York, who helped lay the foundation for Hillel’s Jewish learning. We 
thank Rabbi Werbow, Rabbi Emeritus Seidel and Rabbi Jeremy 
Kalmanofsky of Congregation Ansche Chesed (NYC), for their 
guidance over the years and in planning Hillel’s bar mitzvah. Thank 
you to Jevera Temsky and Sheri Blonder, our synagogue’s dedicated 
professional staff, for all their support and guidance and for all they 
do for Tifereth Israel. Finally, we want to thank the many family and 
friends who have supported us as we prepared for this happy event.  

  



Even though the plagues are not in Parshat Shemot, we still 
think that this Memorandum is relevant since the miracles laid 
out in Parshat Shemot lead to the Plagues. 
 
Memorandum 
 
TO:   The Holy One, Blessed Be He 
FROM:  Archangel Michael 
  Director, Department of  
  Advocacy for the Jewish People 
Re:   Policies regarding miracles 

Date:  15 Adar, 2448 

In Your capacity as King of the King of Kings, Supreme Ruler of 
the Jewish People, You need to change Your policy guidelines 
regarding miracles. The plagues You are planning in Egypt will 
work, but at a cost. Miracles are supposed to be a good thing, 
not a reason to hate the Miracle-worker even more. Part of the 
reason we think (actually, You know) Pharaoh will chase the 
Israelites is that he will feel cheated, and not think that the right 
move was to let the Israelites leave Egypt. Getting the Israelites 
out of Egypt requires miracles that show off what You can do, 
without making it seem that You are trying to hurt or bully 
anyone. 

You are supposed to act as a role model, which in this case 
means humbly and mercifully. Under the new guidelines, mercy 
could be demonstrated by replacing plagues with very 
impressive, show-offy miracles that will not hurt anybody. 
However, that doesn’t fit in with the fact that You are supposed 
to be humble. We know that You are supposed to be humble 
because the Priests are supposed to be humble, and they are 
supposed to imitate You. In Sifrei (Devarim 49), the 
commentators will explain that “just as the Lord is called 
‘merciful and gracious,’ you, too, [should] be merciful and 
gracious. Just as the Holy One Blessed be He is called 
‘righteous,’ you, too, [should] be righteous. Just as the Holy 
One (Blessed be He) is called ‘holy,’ you, too, [should] be holy.” 



If all Jews are supposed to follow Your ways, the Priests as the 
closest Jews to You have an even greater responsibility to 
follow Your ways. A good example of this is Aaron. Aaron, after 
all, is particularly known for loving peace and pursuing it. When 
asked to, Aaron, who will surely be the greatest High Priest in 
Jewish history, did not want to go with Moses to talk to 
Pharaoh. He was being humble by refusing that responsibility. 

However, even under the new guidelines, You can only be 
humble up to a point. You have to make rules and be powerful. 
Your Torah needs to make rules, something that cannot be 
accomplished by someone who is only humble. You will want to 
make an agreement with the Jewish People to follow your 
rules, which only You can make. Aaron’s sons, the priests 
Nadav and Avihu, will have to be killed for trying to come too 
close to You. They will want to prove that they too are extra-
special by bringing extra sacrifices, not acting humbly, so You 
will have to punish them for breaking the rules. Also, the term 
for the Priests’ job, Avodah, literally translates as work, or 
service. Their work will be intended to serve and honor You, 
not to take Your place as a powerful rule-maker. 

Brute force should not be Your primary manifestation, and Your 
policies should reflect that. The plagues were not the only 
miracles that could have occurred. However, not just any 
miracle would have done. Pirkei Avot will list different miracles, 
all of which accomplish something and are not only to show off 
Your power. In the Temple, there will be no flies (a particularly 
elegant touch) and the fire on the altar will never go out. Flies 
could distract the Priests, and it would be annoying to have to 
light the fire again whenever it rained, or the wind blew too 
hard. These are nice, practical, reasonable miracles. It is true 
that You will need to perform miracles that will in fact convince 
Pharaoh to let the Israelites leave. But You have explained it to 
us, in 5252 (1492 CE), the Spanish will try to use brute force to 
convince the Jews to convert sincerely, and it won’t work very 
well. Similarly, the brute force of the plagues has not and will 
not convince Pharaoh that the Israelites should be able to 



leave; our office has learned that his army will try to chase the 
Israelites down at the Sea.  

Given the rather messy outcome that seems imminent, perhaps 
we might consider other miracles that might have worked 
better? Of course, we have already had some failed attempts, 
for example even though the Egyptian magicians couldn’t 
perform all the miracles that Moses and Aaron did, Pharaoh 
didn’t listen. Our office notes that slaves are only needed to 
perform work that the Egyptians cannot do. If You improved the 
economy and technology in Egypt so much that Pharaoh had 
enough local labor to do the job, then the Israelites would be 
allowed to go free.  However, we are concerned that then 
Pharaoh might think that You didn’t do that and that it was only 
Pharaoh’s own work and so he would never learn of Your 
power. Still, there are a couple of miracles that could help 
Egypt and Israel and change Pharaoh’s mind. If You cured 
chronically ill patients in Egypt, for example, that would prove 
that You are powerful and Pharaoh would listen and let the 
Israelites go. These miracles accomplish the goal of letting the 
Israelites leave, while also convincing Pharaoh that it was the 
right thing to do. 

We submit that the plagues in Egypt were not the best course 
of action. However, it is possible that there is no best course of 
action. Pharaoh just might not want to let the Israelites leave, 
no matter what miracles are performed. However, if the goal is 
to show what You are like, the above miracles prove the point 
better. You have to show power, but not so much power that 
You earn a reputation as a mean and destructive ruler. 
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