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Andrea Colby shows a tallit she made at Neve's Loom Room at Neve Shalom in Metuchen. Neve's 
Loom Room offers the opportunity to the public to weave tallits, a Judaic heirloom. 
Paul Zimmerman | For NJ Advance Media 
 
By Amethyst Martinez | NJ Advance Media for NJ.com 
Neve Shalom, a synagogue located in Metuchen, has created a one-of-a-kind experience for 
members as well as those in the community: the ability to make Judaic family heirlooms 
themselves. 

The idea for a loom room in the synagogue began when Cory Schneider, the founder, was asked 
by her granddaughter to make a woven tallit, or prayer shawl, for her bat mitzvah. However, 



Schneider recently moved from Pennsylvania to New Jersey, and her new synagogue, Neve 
Shalom, did not have a loom. 

While Schneider was on a walk in her neighborhood, she noticed an unused loom in her neighbors 
garage. 

“I approached her, hardly knowing her at all,” said Schneider. “I convinced her to donate the loom.” 

That donated loom led to the creation of the Neve Shalom Sisterhood Loom Room, also known as 
Neve’s Loom Room. Schneider, along with Jennifer Bullock, the synagogue’s sisterhood president, 
worked together to create a space for those who wanted to make something special for their 
families. 

That was seven years ago, and hundreds of family heirlooms have been created at Neve Shalom 
ever since. 

 
Cory Schneider, founder and co-chair of Neve's Loom Room at Neve Shalom in Metuchen, said 
the loom room offers the public an opportunity to weave tallits. 
Paul Zimmerman | For NJ Advance Media 
 



“We have many, many families who do it. It’s a multi-generational, intergenerational activity,” said 
Schneider. “We’ve had four generations in a family, weaving.” 

The loom room has seen families from multiple states, not just those who are members of Neve 
Shalom. The room was created to be a public space for those to weave their very own Judaic 
pieces, including: tallits, challah covers, matzah covers, tallit bags and chuppahs. 

Schneider taught Bullock how to use the loom, and both women now volunteer their time to help 
those learn how to use the loom as well. 

“I knew nothing,” said Bullock. “I was very timid about the whole thing, and Cory walked me 
through everything. Very quickly, I became an expert, and now I’m teaching other people how to 
do it.” 

The ages of the weavers that have come and used the loom room have ranged from 4 to 92, many 
traveling to the synagogue from different parts of New Jersey, as well as across the country, from 
New York, Pennsylvania and Connecticut, to some weavers traveling from even as far as Nevada. 
Over 300 Judaic items have been woven from more than 400 weavers. 

“The whole experience, no matter which part of it you’re in, is priceless,” said Schneider. 

Now, the loom room has grown, with between six to eight volunteers helping those create these 
special items. Deborah Berman, a congregant who no longer weaves, also recently donated a 
second loom to the synagogue for use. 

“It’s wonderful to give back. I find when people leave, while they’re oftentimes very scared and 
unsure of themselves. Once they have learned what to do and get started on it, it’s a very cathartic 
process,” said Bullock. “Just seeing the look of accomplishment, and the look of joy, and the look 
of fulfillment from other people we’ve worked with, because they have now created something, and 
created something that they’ll now either wear themselves or give to their grandchild or a child to 
wear, and know the feeling of pride that goes with that when they see it on that person or they’re 
wearing it, it’s beautiful.” 

 



A loom in Neve's Loom Room at Neve Shalom in Metuchen. 
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At the beginning of 2022, Schneider took on a special project on behalf of the loom room. Deborah 
Jacobs, a woman from Atlanta, Georgia, reached out to Schneider with an interesting story. 
Jacobs’ great grandfather, Morris Grundfest, purchased cotton land on the Mississippi Delta in 
1919, and the land is to this day farmed by his descendants. 

Jacobs wanted to create heirlooms of her own for her family, using the cotton grown on the family 
farm. After years of searching for someone to weave items made out of the family’s cotton again 
after her former weaver sold her loom, Jacobs found Schneider, who was more than happy to. 

“Every time she gives it to a family member, it is accompanied by the story, so that the story won’t 
be lost,” said Schneider. 

 
Kenneth Braverman shows a tallit he made at Neve's Loom Room at Neve Shalom in 
Metuchen.Paul Zimmerman | For NJ Advance Media 
 



The Neve Shalom Sisterhood Loom Room continues to be a place for those to make items that will 
be passed down in their families for many generations to come. 

“What happens with these heirlooms is that it’s a connection from the past to the future,” said 
Schneider. “Heirlooms and family archives are a way for us to live forever.” 

 
Cory Schneider, founder and co-chair of Neve's Loom Room at Neve Shalom in Metuchen. 
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