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On Purim, our salvation came about in what could 

easily be seen as a series of lucky coincidences: King 
Achashverosh gets angry at his wife, and               
s e l e c t s  E s t h e r  a s  q u e e n  i n  h e r 
place; Mordechai happens to overhear a plot to 
kill Achashverosh and saves the king's life; Haman 
happens to be "in the wrong place at the wrong time" 
just when Mordechai's deed is being read to the   
sleepless king; Esther is able to use her position and      
influence to turn the king against Haman. In fact, God 
is not even mentioned in the Book of Esther!  On   
Purim, divine salvation came disguised in ordinary events. 
 Throughout the ages, Jews saw the Book of Esther as a consolation if their 
times were harsh. Sometimes, families or even whole communities took it upon 
themselves to celebrate a personal Purim after being saved from catastrophe. Let 
me share with you the story of the Frankfurt Purim.  
 Vincenz Fettmilch was a grocer who led the Fettmilch uprising (1612–1616) of 
the guilds in Frankfurt-am-Main targeting the municipal council and targeting the 
Jewish community to rob and to expel them.  
 Fettmilch settled in Frankfurt in 1602. In 1614, he led a mob that stormed 
the Judengasse ("Jews' lane") and plundered the city's 1,380 Jews. Two Jews and 
one rioter were killed in the pogrom. The Jews were expelled from the city until 
the Emperor of the Holy Roman Empire, Matthias, personally intervened. On     
February 28, 1616, Fettmilch and six others were executed in Frankfurt. On the 
same day (20 Adar on the Hebrew calendar), the exiled Jews were led back into 
Frankfurt by imperial soldiers. Above the gates to the Judengasse, a stone imperial 
eagle was mounted bearing an inscription reading: "Protected by the Roman    
Imperial Majesty and the Holy Empire." The first acts of the returning Jews was 
rehabilitating the desecrated synagogue, and returning it and                          
devastated cemetery to religious use. The Jews of Frankfort-am-Main forever after 
celebrated the anniversary of the return every year. They called it the "Purim Vinz"; 
the Purim Kaddish featured a merry march to commemorate the joyful return. After 
this riot was put down, pogroms became less common in Germany for 200 years. 
 In light of the catastrophes of the 20th century: the Holocaust, the murderous 
antisemitism of the Soviets, and the attack by Hamas on October 7th we can feel a 
sense of gratitude as American Jews that we can say our Shehehiyanu prayer: we 
have been kept alive, sustained, and enabled to reach this precious holiday. 
 Cathy joins me in wishing you a joyous Purim! 

   
Rabbi Dr. Elliot Salo Schoenberg  From the Bimah 

Neve Shalom Bulletin 

Saul Hecht z”l 
brother of Sharon Zlotnick 

 
Doris Payson z”l 

mother of Michele Rosenfield 

IN MEMORIAM 

Hard copies of the  
Bulletin can be found 

in the lobby at  
Neve Shalom. 
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Hazzan’s Notes By Hazzan Sheldon Levin 

Two very important holidays are 
coming soon. 
 
PURIM EVENING 
Purim is always a fun service at 
Neve Shalom. This year on     

Saturday, March 23 Maariv will start at 7:45 pm. The full 
Megillah Reading starts at 8:00 pm. 
 We encourage you to wear costumes, bring           
noisemakers to drown out Haman’s name or borrow ours. 
You will receive free hamantaschen and have lots of fun. 
 This year’s musical shpiel will be performed by our 

adults. It features parodies of Beatles songs and talented 

Neve Shalom singers including: Michael Colby as the King 

and Debbie Schildkraut as Vashti. Dan Rushefsky plays    

Mordecai; Sarah Schildkraut will be Esther and Abe Vorensky 

is Haman. Several other adults will be featured in the chorus 

and some of the scenes. This will be performed in the    

middle of the Megillah reading. I wrote the script and will be 

the musical director. Please join us for a very fun evening. 

PESACH MODEL SEDER 
This year on Thursday, April 18, the JCC of Middlesex    
County will be hosting their annual Model Seder. This     
includes a catered kosher lunch from Deli King of Clark. For 
the past 15 or so years I have been the leader with many 
opportunities for volunteers to read some of the English or 
Hebrew parts from their tables. This year the Forever Young 
luncheon group of Neve Shalom is invited, at the same fee 
as the JCC members, to this engaging, enjoyable and     
delicious seder and lunch. We are seeking volunteers to 
help set tables and platter foods that morning. Contact Ben 
Leibowitz if you can help that day. 
 As of mid-January, we are still working on details of the 
fee for the lunch. The seder will likely start at 11:15 am and 
the JCC is also hiring an entertainer to perform after lunch.  
 Please watch for flyers with details. Advanced reserva-
tions will be required. 
 Chag Sameach! 

Upcoming Holiday Events 

TORAH / HAFTARAH READERS FOR JANUARY 
T=Teen  JR=Junior  N=New Reader 

TORAH READERS 

Abigail Brinen ....................... T2 
Andrea Colby ........................ 1 
Lawrence Dombrow ............ 1 
Rabbi Stefanie Gedan ......... 1 
Eric Goldman ......................... 4 
Rosalie Green ........................ 3 
Bruce Greenberg .................. 2 
Miriam Kafker ........................ 1 

Rena Kallman ........................ 5 
Karen Newman ..................... 4 
Aron Richman ....................... 5 
Mark Rosenfield .................... 3 
Michele Rosenfield ............... 1 
Daniel Rushefsky .................. 1 
Ira Schlitt ................................ 1 
Jeffrey Schulman .................. 2 
Barbara Spack ....................... 2 

Alan Stern ...............................2 
Larry Wineberg .....................2 

 

HAFTARAH READERS 
Abigail Brinen 
Michele Rosenfield 
Barbara Spack 
Larry Wineberg 
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Religious School News By Miriam Dobin, Religious School Director 

Our shining stars in Kitot Gan-Hai/ 

Grades K-5th  lit up Friday night   
services as they participated through 
shirim u’tefillah/songs and prayer. Kol 
hakavod/all the honor. 
     Kitot Zayin-Chet/7-8th grades will 
be leading Torah services on Shabbat 
March 2. We hope you will all join, 
participate, and give encouragement. 
All congregants, students, and      

parents who participated in our “Meet the Sofer” program 
walked away with the knowledge and appreciation of the 
intricate details that goes into writing a sefer Torah/Torah 
scroll, a mezuzah, and tefillin/phylacteries. Rabbi Hirsch 
demonstrated and gave us an opportunity to use the art of 
calligraphy to get a taste of what it’s like to write these holy 
works. We also had the chance to glance inside the batim/
boxes that store the Biblical verses which are recited while 
wearing tefillin. Many thanks to the Men’s Club and Ritual 
Committee for sponsoring this program. 
 Our Kitot Gan-Bet/K-2nd grades have learned and put 
into practice letters aleph through chet. They also learned 
the Biblical story of how Hashem/God, gave us the Torah on 
Har Sinai/Mount Sinai. We also read a story about the Ten 
Commandments and acted out the Purim story with       
puppets. Our Kitot Daled-Hai/4-5th grades are writing   
sentences in Hebrew having to do with Purim and drew   

pictures illustrating those sentences. Please stroll down the 
Education wing to view these works of art. Our Kitot Zayin-
Chet/7-8th grades are studying specific perakim/chapters 
from Sefer Shmuel/the Book of Samuel, as well as reviewing 
the Purim story along with the four mitzvot/commandments 
which we fulfill on Purim. 
 Me sheh nichnas Adar Marbim B’simcha/When the   
Hebrew month of Adar enters, there is much happiness. 
This month we celebrated Rosh Chodesh/the new month 
with glida/ice cream. This has become the monthly        
tradition. This simple, but tasty treat serves as a reminder 
to our talmidim/students, that the new Jewish month has 
begun. This month, our Religious School will be taking a 
trip to Brooklyn to visit the Jewish Children’s Museum in 
Crown Heights. The following week, we will be holding  
classes at the JCC in Edison prior to the annual Purim    
carnival. Finally, we will round out Adar by celebrating our 
most joyous chag/holiday of Purim. During school hours, 
we will make hamantaschen, hear the story of Purim 
through a puppet show, give matanote la’evyonim/tzedakah 
to those in need, exchange mishloach manot/gifts of food, 
and have a seudah/enjoy a festive meal. 
 
Chag Purim sameach! 
 

 חג פורים שמח
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GUEST SPEAKER 
On Sunday, March 10 at 10:00 am (both in-person and on Zoom),   
using our usual Shabbat Zoom link, Rabbi Elliot Salo Schoenberg, of 
Neve Shalom, will speak about “Abayudaya: Jews of Uganda.” We will 
hear the dramatic, courageous, and inspiring story of the Abayudaya 
Jews of Uganda.  The Abayudaya are the only Conservative affiliated             
congregation on the continent of Africa. During the winter of 2019  
Rabbi Schoenberg served as their rabbi in residence.  The event is free 
and all are welcome. 
 

BOOK AND AUTHOR EVENT 

The Neve Shalom Donald & Ruth Kahn Jewish Book & Author Event 
will take place at Neve Shalom on Sunday, March 31 at 10:00 am.  We 
will celebrate recent books and meet the authors. The writers will speak about their books and answer your    questions. 
 

• Death March Escape: The remarkable story of a man who twice escaped the Nazi Holocaust  by Jack J. Hersch    
Despite hard labor in a granite mine, miles of forced marches, concentration camp starvation, and several diseases, the 
Nazis did not kill the author's father. He survived because of his own inner resources and, after his escape, with the help of 
courageous citizens in Austria. 

 

• In the Hands of Women by Jane Loeb Rubin  

An obstetrician in Manhattan in the early 1900s has to contend not only with the deficiencies in medical care at that time, 

but with the strong biases of other physicians against a woman who is Jewish.   

 

• Shadows We Carry by Meryl Ain  
A saga about twin girls of parents who survived the Holocaust and the clashes between their father's expectations for the 

daughters and their own professional ambitions.  
  
Books will be available for purchase and signatures at the event in-person at Neve Shalom. For info call 732-548-2238.  
The event is co-sponsored by Neve Shalom, the JCC, and Temple Emanu-El. Free and open to the public.  
 

GUEST SPEAKER 
CNN Senior Legal Analyst, Elie Honig (pictured, right) will be speaking about 
“Untouchable: How Powerful People Get Away with It” on Sunday, April 14 at 10:00 
am in-person at Neve Shalom  Honig previously worked for 14 years as a federal and 
state prosecutor. He provides on-air commentary and analysis for CNN on news   
relating to the U.S. Department of Justice, major criminal trials, the Supreme Court, 
Congressional investigations, national security, and other legal issues. In 2022,    
Honig was nominated for an Emmy Award in the category “Outstanding News    
Analysis: Editorial and Opinion.”   
 
There is no admission charge.  Elie Honig’s books will be for sale and he will gladly 

sign them. This talk is co-sponsored by Temple Emanu-El.  

ADULT EDUCATION 
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By Michele Rosenfield 

ANSWER KEY ON PAGE 7 
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HEBREW DATE ENGLISH DATE DECEASED’S NAME MOURNER 

Yahrzeit OBSERVANCES  

Neve Shalom encourages those observing the Yahrzeit of a loved one to attend our daily minyan on the day associated with the  
Hebrew date of death, as listed below, so that you may recite the Mourner’s Kaddish to honor them along with our Jewish         
community.  To confirm the time of our daily morning minyan services, go to www.neveshalom.net/calendar or contact the        
synagogue office. 

22 Adar 3/2/2024 Nettie Alpert Aunt of Richard Bullock 
    Joseph Bromberg Father of Seymour Bromberg 
23 Adar  3/3/2024 Lena Greenberg Great Grandmother of Mindy Osterman 
    Doris Sherman Mother of Judith Sherman 
    Elka Zibman Mother of Rena Kallman 
24 Adar 3/4/2024 Caryl Abrams Sister of Barbara Spack 
    Willy Labendz Father of Abigail Garb 
    David Epstein Father of Gary Epstein 
25 Adar 3/5/2024 Seymour Tilbor Father of Mark Tilbor, Husband of Beverly Tilbor 
    Herbert Garber Father of Edward Garber 
26 Adar 3/6/2024 Phyllis Balsky Mother of Cindy Steinbach 
    Jennifer Berman Daughter-in-law of Iris Berman 
    Roman Okner Cousin of Sandra Goldberg 
    Sanford Lampf Father of Mark Lampf 
    Sol Dombrow Father of Lawrence Dombrow and Amy Kaufman 
    Stuart Rudin Husband of Margo Rudin 
28 Adar  3/8/2024 Lee Reiter Mother of Lori Shery 
    Sol Horowitz Father of Susan Keller 
29 Adar 3/9/2024 David Baras Brother of Renee Bromberg 
    Rose Gary Mother of Herbert Gary 
    Miriam Teitelzweig Mother of Judith Slutzky 
    Gertrude Unger Mother of Sandra Wunder 
3 Adar II 3/13/2024 Esther Rickles Mother of Eileen Freihon 
  3/13/2024 Barbara Suter Sister of Fredric Gross 
6 Adar II 3/16/2024 Mortimer Gray Father of Roberta Geller 
7 Adar II 3/17/2024 Debra Greenberg Mother of Bruce Greenberg 
    Moe Wineberg Father of Larry Wineberg, Friend and Companion of Marcia Horn 
    Celia Korbman Grandmother of Florine Kaplan 
    Alan Richman Father of Lincoln Richman 
10 Adar II 3/20/2024 Erving Freihon Father of Arthur Freihon 
    Jack Braun Brother of Marlene Fineman 
11 Adar II 3/21/2024 Victoria Goldstein Mother of Fredda Robinson 
12 Adar II 3/22/2024 Gershon Robinson Father-in-law of Fredda Robinson 
    Morris Burbe Father of Carole Semel 
14 Adar II 3/24/2024 Evelyn Greene Mother of Joyce Leslie 
15 Adar II 3/25/2024 Aaron Samuelson Father of Herbert Samuelson 

MARCH 2024 — adar i / ADAR II 5784 

http://www.neveshalom.net/calendar
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Donation Acknowledgments 

Ner Tamid Fund 

In Memory of .............................. From 
Earl Harry Korbman ....................... Florine and Michael Kaplan 
Abraham Korbman ........................ Florine and Michael Kaplan 
Murray Keller................................. Susan and Malvin Keller 
George Boyarin.............................. Lenore Boyarin 
Robert Slobodien........................... Stan and Gail Slobodien 
Mollie Ginsburg ............................. Marcia Horn 
Gladys Goldblatt Kuznet ................ Merle and Lew Lefkowitz 
 
Kiddush Fund 

In Memory of .............................. From 
Jerry Greenberg ............................. Sandy Wunder 
Morris Gary ................................... Carole and Herb Gary 
 
Rabbi's Discretionary Fund 

In Memory of .............................. From 
Sally Shimanowitz ......................... Ronal and Diane Shimanowitz 
Yahrzeit .......................................... Ron and Jan Grayzel 
Mae Sachs ..................................... Beverly and Stephan Perry 
Herman Tessler .............................. Martin Tessler 
Joseph Thoro ................................. Fran and  Don Reisfeld 
Ellison Scheck ................................ Mindy and Scott Osterman 

Gershon Robinson Music and Art /  

Turtletaub Music Library Fund 

In Honor of .................................. From 
Hazzan Levin ................................. Stan and Gail Slobodien 
 
In Memory of .............................. From 
Dr. Elliot J. Silberman .................... Rosanne Silberman and Family 
Dr. Aaron Kramer .......................... Rosanne Silberman and Family 
Esther Fischer ................................ Rosanne Silberman and Family 
Dr. Leon H. Kramer ........................ Rosanne Silberman and Family 
 
Prayerbook Fund 

In Honor Of ................................. From 
Lynne and Earle Schlitt .................. Ira Schlitt 
 
Education Fund 

In Honor of .................................. From 
Hazzan Sheldon and 
Nita Polay Levin,  with love and  
prayers for refuah shleymah ......... Mindy and Scott Osterman 

ANSWER KEY 
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“Volunteering offers vital help to 

people in need, worthwhile causes, and 

the community, but the benefits can be 

even greater for you, the volunteer. 

The right match can help you to find 

friends, connect with the community, 

learn new skills, and even advance 

your career.   
 

Giving to others can also help protect 

your mental and physical health.” 

 

If this describes you, call the Neve 

Shalom office and volunteer!   
 

You’ll be glad you did! 
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Commercial Litigation, Collections and Bankruptcy 

Nationwide 

SAMUEL and JOY GRAFTON 

POPPER and GRAFTON  -  ATTORNEYS AT LAW 
 

 
 

225 West 34th Street  
Suite 1806 
New York, NY 10122-1600 

212-290-2630  

10 MAIN STREET 732-634-8500    
WOODBRIDGE, NJ 07095 732-634-1521 
800-729-0582 Fax:  732-750-0120 

MEMORIAL CENTER 

HAIMM MONUMENTS FOR 
ALL CEMETERIES 

GOLDSTEIN 

FUNERAL CHAPEL  INC. 

We value the dignity and the sanctity of the 
Jewish soul and we uphold and maintain 

reverence for the Jewish tradition. 
 

Exclusively Jewish Operated 
Conveniently Located 

Large Chapels 
 

Martin Goldstein, Mgr. 
N.J. Lic. 4025 

2015 Woodbridge Avenue, Edison 

732-777-0032 

Know someone who needs help? 

Don’t Keep It Under Your Hat! 

  
Know someone in need of help during an illness, after 

surgery, after the birth of a child, please contact the 
Mitzvah Mission. 

No Mission Is Impossible! 
tikkunolam@neveshalom.net 

732-858-1764 

mailto:tikkunolam@neveshalom.net
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