
  

 

Dear friends, 
 

P urim is a holiday of disguises.  
     Our rabbis note that the Book of Esther is the only 

book in the entire Bible that does not mention the name of 
God. When disaster strikes and Haman threatens to kill the 
Jews, the community resorts to fasting. There is no recorded    
communal prayer to Heaven. 
     Esther, of course, also hides her Jewish identity. When she 
is first brought into the palace, her uncle Mordechai instructs 
her to conceal the fact that she is Jewish. It is only when the 
Jewish people are threatened with a genocide that she    
reveals her true religion. 

 Commemorating these disguises, we eat hamantaschen, cookies with hidden filling, and 
children put on masks and dress in costume, disguising their identities. 
 But Dr. Eugene Borowitz, a modern theologian, suggests that adult Jews in the US also      
disguise our identities. Too often, we hide the fact that we are Jewish in order to better fit 
in with the Christian Americans who surround us. Perhaps worse, sometimes we are 
ashamed of our Jewish identity, as Christian anti-Semitic tropes permeate society and infect 
our own psyches.  We sometimes accept anti-Semitic stereotypes, Borowitz claims. 
 And of course, throughout the pandemic we constantly wore masks. 
 For adults, then, Purim is a time of looking at the masks we might wear every day. How 
do we hide ourselves? Who do we hide from? Conversely, how can we be more authentic 
and grounded in our relationships? If we use the holiday of Purim to become more       
emotionally honest, it truly will be a holiday of “light and joy.”  
 We celebrate Purim Monday night March 6. 
 
 
With warm wishes, 
Rabbi Elliot Schoenberg  
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Hazzan’s Notes 
By Hazzan Sheldon Levin 

 Upcoming Israel 
at 75 Celebrations 

 
Before I reference some upcoming 
Neve Shalom and communal events for 
Israel’s birthday, I will share a few Yom 
HaShoah programs that are also taking 
place. 

 

• Sunday, April 9 at 10:00 am at Neve Shalom we will show the 
film “Who Will Write Our History” based on the book of the same 
title by Professor Samuel Kassow, who will be the following   
Sunday’s Segal lecturer. The showing is free. If you contact                            
Hazzan@NeveShalom.net I can also share a link for viewing the 
movie at your home at any time. 

 

• Sunday, April 16 at 10:00 am on Zoom only, Professor Samuel 
Kassow will speak live from Krakow on “Time Capsules Under the 
Rubble: The Secret Ringelblum Archive” in the Warsaw Ghetto. 
This free event is the annual Israel & Shirley Segal Memorial  
lecture. 

 

• Monday, April 17 at 7:00 pm at the JCC, the communal Interfaith 
Yom HaShoah event includes moving ceremonies, stories and 
music.  

 

• Sunday, May 7 at Neve Shalom 11:00 am, Holocaust survivor 
Tova Friedman will speak about her book The Daughter of 
Auschwitz: A Story of Resilience and Survival. This is co-
sponsored by Hadassah and Neve Shalom’s Adult Education 
Committee. 

 
ISRAEL @ 75 Events: 
 

• Tuesday, March 7 at the JCC, the JCC Book Club will discuss The 
Only Woman in the Room: Golda Meir and Her Path to Power by 
Pnina Lahav. JCC members in person only. 

 

• Wednesday, March 8 at 10:30 am at the JCC, the JCC Men’s 
Group will discuss Israel @ 75: Israel, a technology and        
economic power! For JCC members. 

 

• Sunday, March 26 at 10:00 am on Zoom, the Neve Shalom Book 
& Author event includes two books which tell fascinating aspects 
of Israel. Deadly Scrolls is a fictional thriller set mostly in      
Jerusalem and The Brilliant Commodity: Diamonds and Jews in a 
Modern Setting tells of Jews and the diamond industry    
throughout the world including Israel.  

 

• Tuesday, April 4 at the JCC, the JCC Book Club will discuss The 
Man who Sold Air in the Holy Land by Omer Friedlander. JCC 
members in person only. 

 

• Sunday, April 16 at 11:00 am at the JCC in person and on Zoom, 
Seth Siegel’s, Let There Be Water: Israel’s Solution for a Water 
Starved World. 

 

• Sunday, April 23   at  11:00 am, Hayat Speaker Series of Neve 
Shalom presents Micah Halpern speaking about Israeli Politics at 
Neve Shalom and on Zoom, That same morning the Religious 
School will do many Israel fun activities. 

 

• Tuesday, April 25 at 1:30 pm at the JCC, “Facing West: One  
Family’s Journey from India to Israel” with Rahel Musleah. 

 

• Wednesday, April 26 at 10:30 at the JCC, the JCC Men’s Group 
will discuss “What is the Impact of the Existence of Israel?” 
10:30 am at the JCC for JCC members. 

 

TORAH READERS  
T=Teen  JR=Junior  N=New Reader 

JANUARY TORAH READERS 
Andrea Colby .............................. 1 
Lawrence Dombrow .................. 2 
Rosalie Green ............................. 4 
Bruce Greenberg ....................... 5 
Rena Kallman .............................. 4 
Rabbi Kunin................................. 1 
Karen Newman ........................... 2 
Aron Richman ............................. 3 
Mark Rosenfield ......................... 3 
Michele Rosenfield .................... 5 
Dan Rushefsky ............................ 1 
Adam Schlitt ............................... 1 
Steve Schneider ......................... 2 
Alan Solomon ............................. 1 
Barbara Spack ............................ 2 
Alan Stern .................................... 4 

 

HAFTARAH READERS 
Michele Rosenfield 
Stanley Schneider 
Larry Wineberg 
 

Thank you! 

• Wednesday, April 26  in-person at the JCC at 11:30 am, the JCC 
presents “To Israel with Love” an enjoyable celebration with 
Israeli luncheon and music by Naomi Miller. There is a charge for 
the lunch. 

 

• Thursday, April 27 at 11:00 am at the JCC, the Women’s      
Discussion Group at the JCC “Issues Facing Israel Today.” For 
JCC members. 

 

• Sunday, April 30 in the afternoon at B’nai Tikvah in North   
Brunswick, Neve Shalom is co-sponsoring an Israel at 75     
concert with Magda Fishman and her band.  

 

• Sunday, April 30 at 7:00 pm at Congregation Beth Israel in 
Scotch Plains, I will conduct the NJ Cantors in an exciting     
concert of music from and about Israel. 

 

• Monday, May 1 at 7:00 pm at the JCC, Israeli photographer, Erez 
Kaganovitz shares his pictures of “People of Israel.” For JCC 
members. 

 

• Thursday, May 4 in the evening at Temple Emanuel in Westfield, 
well-known Israeli singer, David Broza will give an outstanding 
concert.  

 

• Sunday, June 4 is the annual Israel Parade in New York City. 
 

• Wednesday, June 7 at 7:30 pm at Neve Shalom, Mercaz Jewish 
Choir will perform an Israel at 75 Concert. 

 

• Sunday, March 16 in the afternoon, Neve Shalom is running an 
Israeli Fair with many activities, vendors, food, and             
programming for all generations. This will be followed by a Gala 
Concert with noted Israeli composer/singer Shimon Smith at 
Neve Shalom. Don’t miss this exciting day celebrating many 
facets of Israel. Times, costs and details will be announced, for 
now save the date! 

 

As we celebrate Israel’s 75th birthday, we look forward to many 
opportunities to join together and connect with Israel and our 
Central NJ communities. Happy Birthday Israel! 

mailto:Hazzan@NeveShalom.net
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F ebruary flew by with tons 
of learning and tons of 

fun! Many events and     
programs infused our     
building over the Hebrew 
month of Shvat. 
     We began with our well 
received combination Tu 
Bishvat Breakfast and   
Grandparents’ Day. It was 
heartwarming to see several 
fam i l ie s  wi th three          

generations attend. We enjoyed a full breakfast   
sprinkled with songs, music, and games provided by 
the talmidim/students in Religious School and divrei 
Torah/words of Torah provided by Rabbi Schoenberg 
and Morah Miriam, our Director. Hakarat hatov/much 
appreciation to our volunteers for help with set up 
and clean up…great teamwork! 
 Our 6/7th graders took center stage as they 
donned tefillin for the first time at the World Wide 
Wrap. Major kudos go out to Stu Mantel for educating 
the talmidim on the laws of tefillin, showing a video of 
how tefillin are manufactured, and helping our     
students lay tefillin in preparation for their bar/bat   
mitzvah. 
 Prior to our Community Dinner, our Kitot Gan-
Hai/K-5th grades participated in a lovely family    
service leading the tefillot/prayers through song. This 
was a special treat for all to hear. 
 The spotlight shone on our Kita Gimmel/3rd 
grade as they received their first prayerbooks at their 
Kabbalat Hasiddur/receiving the prayerbook! They 
recited several of the tefillot which they have learned 
over the years and will continue to grow in 
knowledge as they add to the tefillot using their new 
siddurim. Their families, teachers, and peers listened 
to these young men as they spoke about their love of 
being Jewish, pride in their Hebrew names, and    
enjoyment in attending Religious School. A hearty 
mazel tov to all! 
 Purim is around the corner and our education 
wing has been filled with a flurry of activity. Poster 
presentations for our Family Service Megillat Esther/
Scroll of (Queen) Esther reading were hand drawn by 
our yeladim/children, skits were rehearsed for our 
Purim shpiel, silly songs were sung, and a puppet 
show is waiting in the wings for Purim day. 
 We hope you can join us at the JCC for the Purim 
carnival, and especially Purim night at shul as the 
yeladim bring the triumph and story of Esther to life. 
 The Purim excitement continues Purim day,   
Tuesday, March 7 while at Religious School. We hope 
your children will come for a Purim puppet show, a 
festive meal, singing and dancing. All their teachers, 
and I will be in costume…hope you will be too. 
Chag Purim sameach to all! 

Religious School News By Miriam Dobin, Religious School Director 

Happy Purim 
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On Sunday morning, March 19 at 11:00 am in person at Neve Shalom and on Zoom, Rabbi 
Esther Reed will be our Gilbert & Claudie Hayat guest speaker. The timely topic is        
“Anti-Semitism.”  

 
RABBI ESTHER REED is the interim Executive Director of the Rutgers Hillel. She grew up in 
East Brunswick, NJ.  A graduate of Bryn Mawr College, she received both her master’s   
degree in Jewish Women’s Studies and Rabbinic Ordination from the Jewish Theological 
Seminary in New York.  She is a Conservative rabbi and lives in Highland Park with her 
husband, Rabbi Mordy Schwartz, and three sons: Isaac, Sammy and Jonah.  

Gilbert & Claudie Hayat Guest Speaker:   

Rabbi Esther Reed 

 

T his year's Honoree Committee is pleased to      
present you with a wonderful opportunity to     

celebrate and honor Martha J. Mack. 
 Martha (pictured top, right with her husband    
Kenny) has served our congregation and community 
for many years as the director of the Neve Shalom 
Nursery School, and most recently has served on the 
committee to launch our new Metuchen Preschool at 
Neve Shalom. 
 Her continuous, and tireless efforts on behalf of 
our children (pictured bottom, right) have resulted in 
hundreds of young boys and girls growing into    
amazing young adults!  
 We are thrilled to honor Martha, and ask you to 
join us in expressing your good wishes and greetings 
in this year's Commemorative Ad Journal. 
 By giving generously, you can share your ruach 
(spirit) with our synagogue community and        
demonstrate your appreciation for Martha's            
accomplishments. You can find pricing and further  
information in the Ad Journal Information page.  
 We will be holding a special luncheon on Shabbat 
on Saturday, May 20 in Martha’s honor.  It is our hope 
that you will join us for this very special event. 
 Detailed information to follow. 

  Steve Alter, Event Chair 

Neve Shalom Honors Martha Mack 
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N eve Shalom has sponsored the Book and Author Event for over 20 
years, featuring interesting and worthwhile books that have a Jewish 

theme.  In our second year of planning this event, Judy Slutzky and I have 
enjoyed reading many of these numerous books.   The three books    
described below represent those authors we selected who accepted our 
invitation to present their books at the event, scheduled for the morning 
of March 26.  
 This year Book and Author Event will again be virtual because of 
lingering Covid concerns.  Although this means that we lose the social 
benefits of the in-person event, the virtual event allows us to invite    
authors beyond the New York area. 
 
The Books 
 It is difficult not to be curious about a book named Gangsters and 
Nazis.  The author, Michael Benson is well known for 60 other books 
based on the facts of actual murders.  I was surprised to learn that in the 
1930s large numbers of Germans immigrated to the United States, and 
certain Germans organized events to explain Nazi party policies, and to 
invite the audience to join the party.  Many of these events occurred in 
New Jersey.  An attorney in New York envisioned that an appropriate 
response after these outrageous events should not be gentle.  He      
involved Rabbi Wise of Cincinnati to present the situation to the       
gangsters’ leaders, explaining that gangsters can rough up the presenters 
but there must be no deaths.  
 Ellen Frankel, author of the murder mystery The Deadly Scrolls was 
delighted to be invited back to Neve where she was educated, and to see 
several old friends including the Eliot and Barbara Spack and Hazzan   
Levin.  The story follows a woman detective investigating the murder of a 
researcher who studied Dead Sea scrolls. Her investigation explores    
places in Israel many Jewish readers will recognize, and several potential 
events and suspicious characters that we will not. 
 The third book is A Brilliant Commodity: Diamonds and Jews in a 
Modern Setting, by Saskia Coenen Snyder, a professor in the history   
department of the University of South Carolina.  As many other locals, I 
knew about Jews and diamonds in New York and Israel, but had no idea 
that this labor link began in the nineteenth century.  The book begins 
with skilled factory workers in the industry in the Netherlands, where  
Professor Snyder is from, and covers many aspects of Jews working in the 
industry from finding and cutting diamonds, to leading the business. 
 We have enjoyed planning this annual Neve Shalom event in memory 
of Donald and Ruth Kahn. The program will be Sunday March 26 at 10:00  
am on Zoom, using the usual synagogue program links and passwords. 
You can purchase the books from Amazon or other online book vendors. 
The authors will not be here in person to sign the books. If you would like 
a sticker signed by the author with a personal note to you, please email 
Hazzan@NeveShalom.net.  Let us know which book plates you want and 
what you would like written. 

Donald & Ruth Kahn  Jewish 
Book and Author Event 

By Linda Erdreich 

If you would like to include the name of       
someone who is ill (including yourself) to be recited for a  

Mi Sheberach (prayer for healing) when the Torah is read, 
please e-mail the Hebrew (preferred) or English name of that  

individual to Steve Gross  at stephang@optonline.net.  
 You may also contact the synagogue  office by phone 

with this information at 732-548-2238. 

 

Please remember 
Neve  Shalom with a 
gift in your will, trust, 

retirement  account or 
life insurance policy. 

https://www.amazon.com/Gangsters-vs-Nazis-Mobsters-Battled-ebook/dp/B09BKDB8Y5/ref=sr_1_1?crid=371C3ECRC673Y&keywords=gangsters+and+nazis&qid=1677620723&sprefix=gangsters+and+nazis%2Caps%2C81&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Gangsters-vs-Nazis-Mobsters-Battled-ebook/dp/B09BKDB8Y5/ref=sr_1_1?crid=371C3ECRC673Y&keywords=gangsters+and+nazis&qid=1677620723&sprefix=gangsters+and+nazis%2Caps%2C81&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Deadly-Scrolls-Jerusalem-Mysteries-Book-ebook/dp/B09WX6CMR7/ref=tmm_kin_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1677620805&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Brilliant-Commodity-Diamonds-Modern-Setting-ebook/dp/B0BBH5S2K6/ref=tmm_kin_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1677620881&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Brilliant-Commodity-Diamonds-Modern-Setting-ebook/dp/B0BBH5S2K6/ref=tmm_kin_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1677620881&sr=8-1
about:blank
mailto:stephang@optonline.net
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Community Kiddush Fund 

Deborah Anes Memorial Youth Fund 

Education Fund  

Gershon Robinson Music & Art/ 

Turtletaub Music Library Fund 

Ner Tamid/General Fund 

Tikkun Olam Fund 

Donation Acknowledgments  

Purim packages  
for college students 

Neve Shalom is happy to continue our 

tradition of sending holiday  

packages to our college students. 

  

Take a look at what fun stuff was  

included in this year’s Purim goodies! 
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HEBREW DATE ENGLISH DATE DECEASED’S NAME MOURNER 

Yahrzeit OBSERVANCES:  march 2023— adar / nissan 

http://www.neveshalom.net/calendar
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HEBREW DATE ENGLISH DATE DECEASED’S NAME MOURNER 
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Commercial Litigation, Collections and Bankruptcy 

Nationwide 

SAMUEL and JOY GRAFTON 

POPPER and GRAFTON  -  ATTORNEYS AT LAW 
 

 
 

225 West 34th Street  
Suite 1806 
New York, NY 10122-1600 

212-290-2630  

10 MAIN STREET 732-634-8500    
WOODBRIDGE, NJ 07095 732-634-1521 
800-729-0582 Fax:  732-750-0120 

MEMORIAL CENTER 

HAIMM MONUMENTS FOR 
ALL CEMETERIES 

GOLDSTEIN 

FUNERAL CHAPEL  INC. 

We value the dignity and the sanctity of the 
Jewish soul and we uphold and maintain 

reverence for the Jewish tradition. 
 

Exclusively Jewish Operated 
Conveniently Located 

Large Chapels 
 

Martin Goldstein, Mgr. 
N.J. Lic. 4025 

2015 Woodbridge Avenue, Edison 

732-777-0032 

Know someone who needs help? 

Don’t Keep It Under Your Hat! 

  
Know someone in need of help during an illness, after 

surgery, after the birth of a child, please contact the 
Mitzvah Mission. 

No Mission Is Impossible! 
tikkunolam@neveshalom.net 

732-858-1764 

mailto:tikkunolam@neveshalom.net
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