
  

 

Dear Friends, 
 

W hen my children were younger, I felt they suffered 
from “selective parent hearing disorder.” I would tell them to 
complete a task, for example, clean up their room, and it was 
as if they didn’t hear a word I said. I would speak, but they 
didn’t want to listen. As they got older and I got wiser, we 
found ways to communicate in which we all could speak to 
each other and be heard and affirmed. Being heard is not as 
easy as it might seem. I learned that communication is not 
only about speaking, but in being open to hear the message 
as well. People can tune in and listen to what we are saying, 
or they can choose to tune out. 

     While our teenagers might be the ultimate example of people who tune out, our Torah is 
full of examples of those who can hear and those who are unable to hear. One striking  
example from our Torah is Yitro. Yitro gives his name to the Torah portion that contains the 
Ten Commandments, the great summary of Jewish law. Yitro's portion contains that seminal 
moment when the Hebrew slaves, now freed from Egypt and having traveled for 40 days in 
the desert, come to Mount Sinai and become the Jewish people, a special people committed 
to God and Torah. 
 So, who was Yitro, that he was so worthy to have this Torah portion named after him? 
The beginning verses tell us. He was a priest of Midian who heard of all that God did for 
Moses and Israel and became a convert to Judaism. Our rabbis were amazed by this verse. 
After all, didn’t all the nations of the world hear the story of the Exodus from Egypt? With 
great psychological insight, they tell us that while many heard, Yitro was the only one who 
didn’t tune out, who let himself understand the words and the importance of the message. 
 We can only imagine the chaos Yitro’s conversion caused in his life. His profession was 
to serve a national god. Now he had to abandon his profession. He had a home and a   
family in Midian. Now, he was going to travel with the Jewish people. By letting himself truly 
hear the message of Divine unity and truth, Yitro’s life was overturned. Yet, he does not 
hesitate. He understands the implications of his heeding. 
 By opening himself to hear, Yitro becomes part of the Jewish people, part of our quest 
to live in relationship to the Divine and to one another. In reward for this difficult process, 
the Torah portion with the Ten Commandments is named Yitro. As we reflect on Yitro, let us 
all appreciate what a precious gift it is to communicate: to speak and be heard. May we all 
try to hear those we love more clearly in the coming year. 
 

       Happy 2023!          
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ל טֹוב ַלִני כָּ ְּגמָּ  ַהּגֹוֵמל ְלַחיִָּבים טֹובֹות שֶׁ
Ha-go-mel Le-cha-ya-vim To-vot She-ge-ma-la-ni Tov. 

(god) who bestows goodness on us despite our imperfections, and who has treated me favorably. 

Hazzan’s Notes 
By Hazzan Sheldon Levin 

O n Sunday, February 19 at 4:00 
pm, Neve Shalom will present the 

“Richard Rodgers   Revue”.  Songs 
from the following shows will be    
performed:  “A    Connecticut Yankee,” 
“Babes in Arms,” “Betsy,” “Boys from    
Syracuse,” “Carousel,” “Cinderella,” 
“Do I Hear a Waltz,” “Flower Drum 
Song,” “Hollywood Party,” “King & I,” 
“Makers of Melody,” “No Strings,” 

“Oklahoma,” “Pal Joey,” “Rex,” “South Pacific,” “Spring Is Here,” 
“State Fair,” “The Sound of Music,” and “Two By Two”. 
       Talented Neve Shalom singers will be featured. The show was 
conceived by, and will be directed by Hazzan Levin. 
       Please help us by sponsoring part of the show.  Select one of 
the shows listed above and for a suggested donation of $150 you 
can be the sponsor for that musical. We will list your name in the 
program and on slides on a large screen. 
   Show sponsors ($150) can bring eight people. Individual   
donation seats are $18 per person 
  Those attending in person must be fully vaccinated and 

masked.  If you prefer to watch on Zoom for 
$25, we will share a special Zoom link.  
 Mr. Rodgers worked with Lorenz Hart on 
28 musicals and they wrote over 700 songs     
together. After Mr. Hart’s untimely passing,   
Richard Rodgers collaborated with Oscar    
Hammerstein II on some of the most successful 
musicals of the 40s and 50s. Together they 
won 34 Tony Awards.  After Hammerstein’s 
passing, Rodgers wrote other shows with   
Martin Charnan, Sheldon Harnick, Stephen 
Sondheim and one where he wrote both the lyrics and music    
himself. We will certainly include many of the well-known favorites 
but will also share some pieces which you may not know so well 
and a few which are very rare gems. 
  

For more information contact:  Hazzan@NeveShalom.net. 

  

RSVP online: 
https://www.neveshalom.net/form/rodgers-revue.html or contact 
the synagogue office: 732-548-2238 x 12 

  

M any of you are aware that in late 
August I fractured my foot, and 

shortly thereafter had surgery, and have 
been somewhat limited in my activity as I recovered.  I have used all 
sorts of assistive devices including a knee scooter, a walker, crutches, 
and a cane, all of which I never thought I would need, however I’m 
glad for their invention. 
 Thankfully I finished physical therapy on December 30 and am 
slowly resuming the many activities I was restricted from during my 
recovery. 
 As a student of the choreography of the prayer service, it never 
ceases to amaze me, that the opportunities to draw closer in      
community are a central element of the footprint of the time spent 
together.  We have prayers for the sick; people are honored to    
celebrate the anniversary of the passing of a loved one or the birth 
of a child; to celebrate anniversaries, and a myriad of other         
occasions, lest we forget the morning blessings where we give    
appreciation for all the parts of our body continuing to work (but 
maybe that is another article).  As a synagogue president I cherish 
these moments to bring the lives of our congregants into our      
spiritual home. 
 I have always wondered about this “gomel” blessing, so as I did 
my research, I found the following: 
 

The Gemara, Berakhot 54b, records: "There are four 
[classes of people] who must offer thanksgiving: those 
who cross the sea; those who travel through deserts; 
one who has been sick and has recovered; and one 
who has been incarcerated in prison and has 
emerged." 

From the President 
By Harold S. Geller 

 So, why do we say this blessing?  As I did further research, I 
found this quote from Ellen Frankel, a modern Jewish author and 
scholar “It is the community’s way of ensuring we remain our 
brothers’ and sisters’ keepers.” 
 I believe the purpose of gathering for services is just as much 
about being together in each other’s company, as it is to sing and 
recite the prayers in the prayerbook. 
 Finally, I have thought a lot about the line in the Mi         

Sheberach blessing: 

ש ּוְרפּוַאת ַהּגּוף  ְרפּוַאת ַהנֶׁפֶׁ
r’fu-at hanefesh u-r’fu-at hagoof 

healing of the spirit and a healing of the body. 

 

 Sometimes, the healing of the spirit is the more challenging 
than the healing of the body. Medical professionals have surgical 
procedures, recuperative norms, and medications that make for 
the healing of the body. However, when faced with limitations, 
and their undetermined length, along with the  anticipation to 
resume “normal” activities, it is not always easy to have trust that 
“things will get better” . 
 I want to thank my friends, and family for the good wishes, 

that have brought me the strength, though not always the      

patience, to arrive at the day where I can give thanks for healing, 

and community! 

mailto:Hazzan@NeveShalom.net
about:blank
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O n Sunday, January 22 at 11:00 am, in person at Neve Shalom, 
and on Zoom, the Gilbert & Claudie Hayat Speaker series will 

present another outstanding presentation. The founders of the 
“Sisterhood of Salaam/Shalom”, Sheryl Olitzky and Atiya Aftab, will 
speak about their organization, its beginnings, challenges and     
amazing growth.  
 On Tuesday, January 17 at 11:00 am and 7:00 pm our Film  
Series will show a recent documentary, “Strangers/Sisters,” about this 
fascinating organization.  The Sisterhood of Salaam Shalom has been 
created to build trust, respect, and relationships between Muslim and 
Jewish women of all ages. Together they commit to standing up for 
one another, educating each other about our faith and cultural      
practices, engaging in social justice action, and working to end acts 
of hate for all human beings. 
 They envision a world where Muslim and Jewish people live   
without hate and where freedom and social justice are within reach of 
all. 
 A letter from co-founder and founding Executive Director, Sheryl  
Olitzky, on changing perceptions: 
 

 In 2010 I went on a trip to Poland. I was not prepared for 
the impact that this trip would have on my emotions. Nor was I 
prepared for the enormity of the planned hate and destruction 
that I saw. 
 I left Poland knowing that I had to do my part to stop hate 
and negative stereotypes. It was the hate of the “other” that 
created the devastation of the Holocaust. The Talmud (oral law) 
asks, “Who is a hero?” and answers “One who makes one’s 
enemy into a friend.” The Rabbis communicated that it’s      
possible to change people’s attitudes and that it is desirable to 
strive to do so. I knew I had to change attitudes. 
 During the summer of 2010, I co-founded the first chapter 
of the Sisterhood of Salaam Shalom® with Atiya Aftab. This 
group has blossomed into a real sisterhood; we share in public 
advocacy, participate in life cycle events and holiday           
celebrations, and have regular get-togethers. 
 As other women heard about our group, they regularly 
asked us to help them start a new chapter. It was clear that 
there was a need to take this successful model and expand it to 
include more women. We had proven that you could take  
women from two faith groups who had little, if any, contact 
with one another, and bring them together to create something 
much greater than the sum of their parts! 
 That is how the Sisterhood of Salaam Shalom® started and 
it is my personal vision to build chapters of the Sisterhood of 
Salaam Shalom® with women and teenage girls throughout 
North America. 
 Women navigate the world through relationships. The    
relationships that are built by bringing together Muslim and 
Jewish women, who share so many practices and beliefs, are 
life-changing and can help put an end to anti-Muslim and     
anti-Jewish sentiment. We influence family, friends and the  
general public about our strength in coming together to build 
bridges and fight hate, negative stereotyping and prejudice. We 
are changing the world, one Muslim and one Jewish woman at 
a time! 

 

Monthly Update 
 

During the months of November and December, we 
had many different events that were fun for every-
one. During November, we attended a convention in 
West Orange for different USY regions and we held a 
fundraising event with Cinnaholic at Metuchen Plaza.  
 
During December we attended a joint USY and Kadima 
escape room event with Scotch Plains and Cranford. 
We also delivered Chanukah gift bags to members of 
the community. Now, we are looking forward to       
attending a day program with local New Jersey   
chapters, a Games Night at Neve Shalom on Sunday, 
January 22 and a campfire on Tuesday, February 7.  
 
Please reach out to youth@neveshalom.net with any 
event or youth group related questions.  

 
Logan Schuetz 
METUSY Membership VP 

mailto:youth@neveshalom.net
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HAPPY NEW YEAR, second time 
around. But before we move 
on to 2023, let’s reminisce…. 
 

Oh Chanukah, Oh Chanukah, 
come light the menorah! What 
a truly festive month we have 
had! In December/Kislev, we 
focused on several mitzvot/
commandments. We were  
happy to bring some light and 
pleasure to the NJ Memorial 

Home residents before Chanukah. Students, teachers, 
and parents sang, lit the chanukiah, told the Chanukah 
story, visited with Jewish and non-Jewish residents 
alike, and made a meaningful impression on them. This 
was a real kiddush Hashem/sanctifying G-d’s name. To 
see pictures and videos from our visit, please click on 
this link.  
https://1drv.ms/u/s!
ApKEkLYmx6dUhzfFP_bMMWV2p1vW?e=wwP8Fr 
 
 Our K-3rd graders and their families enjoyed a 
morning of preparing Chanukah crafts to make their 
homes shine. Each of the yeladim/children painted a 
chanukiah/menorah, sang songs, and decorated     
sufganiot/donuts. As a class, they lit the menorah and 
brought the warmth of the chag/holiday to the group. 
 Our 4th grade through Hebrew High School    
students were treated to our second Day of the Arts. 
For our Chanukah Fun Day with Dad/Special Visitor, 
horim v’talmidim/parents and students each painted 

their own Mystical  
Menorah. Under the 
direction of artist Azi 
Steiner, each painter 
created their own   
individualized and   
personalized menorah. 
First, Rabbi Schoenberg 
led the children in 
singing the brachot/
blessings (pictured, 
left) and he gave each 
s t u d e n t  t h e           
opportunity to light a 

candle on the chanukiah. Then, he told the Chanukah 
story to all. When we finished our painting, we enjoyed 
decorating, and eating delicious sufganiot. 
 We are looking forward to our Havdalah at Color 
Me Mine on January 14, after Shabbat, at 6:30 pm.  We 
will design our own mezuzot to beautify and sanctify 
our homes. All are welcome, but an RSVP by January 2, 
is required. Please refer to the flyer on page 10 for full 
details. 

Religious School News By Miriam Dobin, Religious School Director 

Please remember 
Neve  Shalom with a 
gift in your will, trust, 

retirement  account or 
life insurance policy. 

If you would like to include the name of       
someone who is ill (including yourself) to be recited for a Mi Sheberach 
(prayer for healing) when the Torah is read, please e-mail the Hebrew 

(preferred) or English name of that  individual to Steve Gross  
at stephang@optonline.net.  

 You may also contact the synagogue  office by phone 
with this information at 732-548-2238. 

 

https://1drv.ms/u/s!ApKEkLYmx6dUhzfFP_bMMWV2p1vW?e=wwP8Fr
https://1drv.ms/u/s!ApKEkLYmx6dUhzfFP_bMMWV2p1vW?e=wwP8Fr
mailto:stephang@optonline.net
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Community Kiddush Fund 

In Honor Of _____________ From  

In Memory Of ____________ From  

Ner Tamid/General Fund 

In Honor Of _____________ From  

In Memory Of ____________ From  

Simon & Yvonne Hayat Adult Education Fund 

In Memory Of ____________ From  

Susy Schwartz Fund 

In Memory Of ____________ From  

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 

In Honor Of _____________ From  

In Memory Of ____________ From  

Donation Acknowledgments  

College News! 
 
CARE PACKAGES 
We are so excited to have sent College/Young Adult Packages to 
18 people for Chanukah! (See photo, right, of some of the     
goodies they received).  We delivered locally and afar, sent to  
students throughout the East Coast, and to a newly minted     
Marine! We hope that everyone enjoyed their packages and that 
those who had finals found the snacks and treats useful to push 
through their exams. If you would like to sign up a child or   
grandchild to receive a Purim package, they must be no more 
than four years out of high school. Please use this link to           
register: https://www.neveshalom.net/form/college%20packages 
 Thank you Melissa Schilowitz for chairing this committee! 
 
COLLEGE COURSE STIPENDS NOW AVAILABLE 
Beginning in Spring 2023, if a student is a member of Neve    
Shalom and takes a class with Jewish content, the student is   
eligible for a grant from the Deborah Anes Memorial Youth Fund.  
 Students are required to provide the course title, a synopsis of the class (course description from registration materials), the course 
syllabus, and the number of credits. The student must have received a C or better in the class in order to apply for the stipend. Each  
credit will be eligible for $36. If the student writes an article for the Neve Shalom bulletin, then they will receive an additional $36     
total. The maximum reimbursement is $180 per class and limited to eight (8) credits maximum per academic year.  
 Students must fill out one form PER CLASS. The form to apply for a stipend can be found here: https://forms.gle/
W6GV8nYWgZKp98Xr6.  Thank you Debra Hirsch for Chairing this committee! 
 
MORE NEWS FROM THE DEBRA ANES YOUTH FUND COMMITTEE 
We are broadening our financial support for our teens. Starting in December 2022, Neve Shalom members may apply for subsidies from 
the Deborah Anes Memorial Youth Fund for events sponsored by USY, BBYO, Young Judaea, or similar Jewish youth organizations. Each 
request will be evaluated individually by the Youth Fund Committee.  

https://www.neveshalom.net/form/college%20packages
https://forms.gle/W6GV8nYWgZKp98Xr6
https://forms.gle/W6GV8nYWgZKp98Xr6
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HEBREW DATE ENGLISH DATE DECEASED’S NAME MOURNER 

Yahrzeit OBSERVANCES:  JANUARY 2023—tevet / SHEVAT 5783 

http://www.neveshalom.net/calendar
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HEBREW DATE ENGLISH DATE DECEASED’S NAME MOURNER 

Yahrzeit OBSERVANCES:  JANUARY 2023—tevet / SHEVAT 5783 

TORAH READERS 
T=Teen  JR=Junior   
N=New Reader 

NOVEMBER TORAH READERS 
Ben Alter ...................................... T1 
Jenna Berard ............................... T2 
Andrea Colby .............................. 1 
Lawrence Dombrow .................. 2 
Eric Goldman .............................. 2 
Rosalie Green ............................. 2 
Bruce Greenberg ....................... 3 
Rena Kallman .............................. 3 
Aron Richman ............................. 5 
Mark Rosenfield ......................... 6 
Michele Rosenfield .................... 8 
Daniel Rushefsky ....................... 1 

Adam Schlitt ............................... 3 
Jeffrey Schulman ........................ 1 
Naomi Sessler ............................ T1 
Alan Stern ................................... 3 
 

HAFTARAH READERS 
Andrea Colby 
Hazzan Sheldon Levin 
Michele Rosenfield 
Larry Wineberg 
 

Thank you! 
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Commercial Litigation, Collections and Bankruptcy 

Nationwide 

SAMUEL and JOY GRAFTON 

POPPER and GRAFTON  -  ATTORNEYS AT LAW 
 

 
 

225 West 34th Street  
Suite 1806 
New York, NY 10122-1600 

212-290-2630  

10 MAIN STREET 732-634-8500    
WOODBRIDGE, NJ 07095 732-634-1521 
800-729-0582 Fax:  732-750-0120 

MEMORIAL CENTER 

HAIMM MONUMENTS FOR 
ALL CEMETERIES 

GOLDSTEIN 

FUNERAL CHAPEL  INC. 

We value the dignity and the sanctity of the 
Jewish soul and we uphold and maintain 

reverence for the Jewish tradition. 
 

Exclusively Jewish Operated 
Conveniently Located 

Large Chapels 
 

Martin Goldstein, Mgr. 
N.J. Lic. 4025 

2015 Woodbridge Avenue, Edison 

732-777-0032 

Know someone who needs help? 

Don’t Keep It Under Your Hat! 

  
Know someone in need of help during an illness, after 

surgery, after the birth of a child, please contact the 
Mitzvah Mission. 

No Mission Is Impossible! 
tikkunolam@neveshalom.net 

732-858-1764 

mailto:tikkunolam@neveshalom.net
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TEVET / SHEVAT 5783 

Neve Shalom Jewish Community Center 
250 Grove Avenue 
Metuchen, NJ  08840 
732-548-2238 

 


