
  

 

Dear friends, 
 

 The language of our High Holy Days Machzor is such a 
surprise.  The High Holy Days are such an intensely       
personal time.  Each of us look deep within our own souls, 
examine our own individual deeds from the past year,   
reflect on our own areas of strength and challenge.  Yet 
the machzor is all written in the plural: we have sinned, we 
can do better. 
  Why at a time of profound individual concern, of "me, 
my, I," does our machzor have us speak in the plural, of us, 
our and we? 
  Rabbi Harold Kushner suggests that the language of 
"us and our" teaches us to expand our concerns beyond 
our own egos.  He asks us to consider: how big is my soul? 
Is it big enough to accommodate new or different ideas?  Or do I only have room in it for 
“me” and “my” ideas? 

 
 Am I willing to say “I never thought about it that way before, but it makes sense?” Or 
will we go from year to year with last year’s attitudes, never changing, never growing?        
Scientists teach us that nothing in this universe stands still.  If we are not stretching our 
mind, our mind will deteriorate. On this Rosh Hashanah we ask ourselves: what new ideas 
will I consider this year, what areas to I want to explore? How will I grow in knowledge and 
wisdom so that my soul expands? 
 I read a NY Times article last year on gardening.  People in the plant business: nursery 
owners, gardeners, horticulturalists, arborists, divide the US into regions based on the      
hardiness of plants that can grow in that region, called hardiness zones. Due to our series 
of mild winters, the hardiness zone map of 1990 was modified.  We are all now officially ½ 
zone warmer than the last time the map was issued.  So as I looked through the plant     
catalogs, there is a whole new range of flowers that will tolerate winters in New Jersey.  I 
could look at the same old list of plants, or include a completely new set of flowers that I 
had never considered growing outdoors.  Brugmamsia, called Angel’s Trumpets for its     
amazing, trumpet-shaped flowers, is hardy only to zone 7.  Northern New Jersey  is now 
zone 7! Will our lists of plants change to make room for new realities, or will we stick with 
the same old, same old?  Are our souls big enough to learn something new in this coming 
year? 
 This Rosh Hashanah let us have a big soul: to grow intellectually, Then, it will truly be a 
good New Year. 
 

Rabbi Elliot Salo Schoenberg  
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Hazzan’s Notes 
By Hazzan Sheldon Levin 

Change is 
hard! No one 
likes it. It’s 
one thing to 
go on a vaca-
tion to a new 
location or try 
a new restau-
rant, but most 

of us enjoy the comforts of home 
and knowing that we can  return to 
familiar places and faces. Sometimes 
we need to change for health     
reasons or to improve ourselves. 
The challenge of learning a new skill 
can be a growth experience. 
 Here, at Neve Shalom, we have 
begun to learn with a new rabbi. 
Rabbi Eliot Salo Schoenberg is an 
experienced and capable spiritual 
leader who has a lot to offer our 
community, our synagogue, and us 
as individuals. I am writing this in 
mid-July but already his presence on 
the bimah and scholarship have 
been enjoyable and uplifting      
experiences. That’s not to say that 
some of us don’t still miss Rabbi 
Zelizer or Rabbi Rosin.  We wish 
them well, but I implore you to give 
the “new guy” a chance. Let’s make 
him welcome, let’s attend services 
and classes he is leading, and let’s 
use his knowledge and guidance to 
help our synagogue thrive and grow. 
 High holiday liturgy is filled 
with challenges for each of us    
personally. If you are coming to  
services to see friends or hear    
inspiring tunes or to listen to     
sermons, that’s fine. I would       
encourage each of us to dig deeper 
both into the texts of the prayers 
and into our hearts. The Machzor 
Lev Shaleim that we use has       
wonderful commentaries, readings, 
and insights in the side margins. 
Please, during the service, take time 
to read some of those additions. 
They can be very meaningful and 
transformative. A lot of the work of 
the holy days actually begins weeks 
before Rosh Hashana. I urge you to 
spend time in Elul (the month prior 
to Rosh Hashana) thinking of what 
you might like to work on this year. 
You may know the old joke of how 
many psychiatrists it takes to change 
a light bulb. One, but the bulb needs 
to want to change.   
 Spend time before coming to 
shul to think about things you can 
change this year. Come to the    
Selichot service September 17 in the 

evening and then watch online a 
variety of rabbis and cantors of the 
Conservative Movement sharing 
teachings and music to prepare us 
for the holidays.  Come to Rabbi 
Schoenberg’s preparation classes in 
person Sundays, September 11 and 
18 or online Thursdays, September 
15 and 22. These will help you   
better connect with and understand 
the texts and give you more tools to 
use when you attend the services. 
 If possible, come to services in 
person. We will provide Zoom     
options but being together with  
other worshippers is a much more 
uplifting experience then watching 
alone on a small screen. Hearing the 
choir, or even better singing along 
with many others, can raise us up 
much higher than singing alone. I am 
writing this while I am home       
recovering from Covid. So, I do    
encourage us to be careful, wear 
masks when possible, and follow 
other guidance of the health experts. 
 This summer I conducted at the 
North American Jewish Choral     
Festival. One of the songs I taught 
was a joyful, rousing setting of Nurit 
Hirsch’s “Bashana Haba-ah” (In the 
year to come). The song sings of a 
optimistic future without fears. Here 
are some of the things I will be   
praying for: In the year that’s too 
come I hope the war in Ukraine will 
end and innocent Ukrainians can go 
to school, work or shop without fear 
of being killed. In the year that’s too 
come I hope women will be         
respected and given freedom over 
their bodies and lives. In the year 
that’s too come I hope inflation will 
be brought under control and we can 
live comfortably without food or 
housing insecurities. In the year that’s 
too come I hope world leaders will 
address climate issues and do our 
best to protect our planet and to 
leave a safer one for our children and 
grandchildren. In the year that’s too 
come I pray that children will not be 
shot in their schools and shoppers 
can safely buy groceries or visit a 
mall or communal parade. In the year 
that’s too come I hope Covid       
disappears as quickly as it arrived 
and that we can again join for     
services, concerts , dinners,          
celebrations, and many other      
occasions to be together in health 
and safety.  
 May we all be inscribed for a 
good and healthy year. Shana tova! 

From the President 
By Harold S. Geller 

I  can’t think of a more      
appropriate verse from our 

Jewish Sources than this one to 
describe how I am feeling 
these days about our        
community, and the state of 
communities in general. 
 As we approach the High 
Holidays, it is a time to look 
closely and perform a     
Cheshbon hanefesh, which is 
usually translated, “the accounting of the soul.” We do 
cheshbon nefesh every year during the month of Elul, 
the month leading up to the High Holy Days, because 
without taking inventory, how can we know what we 
need to change? 
 I call on all our members to take inventory of your 
commitment not only to our congregation, but to the 
future of a vibrant modern Judaism that is relevant to 
you, and your loved ones. What about being a modern 
Jew is important to you, how can we, the lay leadership 
and clergy of Neve Shalom be there to support you 
where you are, and where you want to be. 
 This year, with the help of Rabbi Elliot Salo 
Schoenberg the synagogue is performing a Cheshbon 
hanefesh, and we need your help, input and experience 
to shape our future, for without you, there is no com-
munity. 
 A prominent theme of my presidency is to 
acknowledge and encourage the volunteers in our  
community they are the lifeblood of a bright future for 
Neve Shalom, please reach out to me or Rabbi    
Schoenberg to share your input and give of your time 
to help us build an institution that we can all be proud 
of our Oasis of Peace, which is the translation of the 
Hebrew Neve Shalom. 
 Wishing you and yours a sweet, meaningful, and 
reflective High Holiday season. 

לֹא ַאָתה ֶבן חֹוִרין ִלָבֵטל ִמֶמָנה ֹמר, וְּ ָלאָכה ִלגְּ  לֹא ָעֶליָך ַהמְּ

It is not your duty to finish the work, but neither 
 are you at liberty to neglect it. (Sefaria Pirke Avot 2:16) 

If you would like to include the name of       
someone who is ill (including yourself) to be recited for a 

Mi Sheberach (prayer for healing) when the Torah is read, 
please e-mail the Hebrew (preferred) or English name of 

that  individual to Steve Gross  
at stephang@optonline.net.  

 You may also contact the synagogue  office by phone 
with this information at 732-548-2238. 

 

mailto:stephang@optonline.net
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F or many months a committee has been working 
to join the efforts of three Jewish organizations 

of Northern Middlesex County to share our      
Lifelong Learning and Adult Education classes and 
many programs. We each will charge $72 to   
members ($90 to non-members) which will enable 
you to take as many classes and the listed       
programs for no additional fee. 
 We have agreed that if you belong to Neve 
Shalom you pay our shul. If you belong to Neve 
Shalom and the JCC you still pay only Neve     
Shalom. (The JCC will offer other benefits for JCC 
members.) 
 Classes this fall will start at the end of      
October and will include Rabbi Eliot Salo       
Schoenberg teaching about Social Justice: Duty, 
Debates & Debacles. This class will be offered in 
person at Neve Shalom on Sunday mornings at 
10:00 am and then on Neve Shalom’s Zoom on 
Thursday mornings at 11:00 am.  Worldly Jewish 
Dining will focus on “Faith, Hope & Charity: Let’s 
Do a Mitzvah,” which will meet once a month on 
Sundays at 12:30 pm mostly on Zoom this fall.  
Rabbi Bryan Kinzbrunner is teaching a class at the 
JCC on Fostering New Beginnings. These include 
taking the holidays forward, using prayers to wake 
up gratitude, Chanukah as renewal and other 
meaningful themes. These will meet on Monday 
mornings at 10:30 am at the JCC. 
 Once a month on Monday evenings the book 
club sponsored by Temple Emanu-El will meet at 
7:30 pm on their Zoom link. Tuesday mornings at 
11:00 am Hazzan Levin will teach a course on 
Jewish Values in Song. Each week we will focus on 
one or two values such as; love your neighbor, 
peace, friendship, love of Israel, and others. We will  
listen to, or watch, videos of songs from Pop, 
Broadway, Rock, Israel or American composers. 
One week, we will watch a video of a new musical 
“Squeeze Her Hand” written by Neve Shalom  
member, Will Howitt, honoring the death of his 
beloved grandmother. These will be on the Neve 
Shalom Zoom link. 
 Tuesday afternoons Naomi Miller will share A 
Taste of Yiddish. This is a beginner course to learn 
some language, vocabulary, and enable you to get 
some Yiddish in your mouth. It will include Yiddish 
songs, dialogues, curses and kvetches. It will be 
taught at 4 pm on the JCC Zoom link. Rabbi Vicki 
Axe, the new rabbi of Temple Emanu-El, will teach 
a course in the fall on Wednesdays at 10:00 am on 
the Five Megillot using the TEE Zoom link. 
Wednesdays at 12:30 pm Rabbi Axe or Cantor 
Simkin will continue their weekly Lunch and Learn 
discussions on Zoom. Wednesdays at 5:00 pm 
Cantor Emily Simkin, spiritual leader of Temple 
Emanu-el, is offering a course on Jews and Booze 
on TEE’s Zoom link. Feel free to drink your favorite 
beverage at home. 
 Every other Wednesday evening Stephan 
Gross will teach Talmud Le’at (Slowly learning Tal-
mud) at his home at 7:30 pm. Thursday evenings 
Debra Maller will offer The Power of Words from 
the Depths of Despair on the T.E.E. Zoom. We will 
read and share poetry and stories of both     
youngsters and adult Holocaust survivors, many of 

whom only left 
their words be-
hind.  Analyze,   
discuss and ex-
plore the words 
that give a voice to 
the Holocaust ex-
perience through 
the art of    poetry 
and prose. 
 There will be 
many spec ia l 
events.  On      
September 18 at 2:30 pm at the JCC a string 
quartet will present Songs from Broadway      
Musicals. October 2 at 2:00 pm several talented 
women will sing Songs of the Divas. There will be 
cooking demos, a program on organizing and 
tidying up, Jewish Women of Film, Jews and    
Theater, the annual Jewish Film series, the Book 
and Author event, the Segal Lecture, concerts and 
so much more.  
 Neve Shalom’s Rabbi Gerald L. Zelizer    
Scholar-in-Residence this year will be Dr. Glenn 
Dynner, Professor and Chair of Religion at Sarah 
Lawrence College. He will be speaking on Nov. 18
-19, 2023 on the topic: Jews of Eastern Europe     
including: Ukraine: Cradle of Modern Jewish  
Movements, Jewish Women in Eastern Europe, and 
The Hasidic Revival on the Eve of the Holocaust.   
Friday evening at 6:00 pm we will start with a 
reception and then Dr. Dynner will speak at the 
6:30 pm service. He will speak again Shabbat 
morning during services and after lunch.  
 The Gilbert & Claudie Hayat Speaker Series 
on Sundays 11:00 am in-person at Neve Shalom 
and on Zoom will include outstanding speakers 
and fascinating topics. Micah Halpern in October 
will speak about Making Sense of the Muddled 
Middle East just weeks prior to Israel’s election. 
Rebecca Cypess, associate dean of the Mason 
Gross School of Music, will speak in December 
about Music and Judaism in the Salon of Sara 
Levy, a student of Wilhelm Bach and great aunt of 
Felix Mendelsohn. In January, the founders of  
Sisterhood of Salaam/Shalom, Sheryl Olitzky and 
Atiya Aftab, will speak about Changing the World 
One Woman at a Time. Other speakers about 
Prayer, Anti-Semitism and Israel will join us in the 
Spring. 
 This will be a very busy year with many     
opportunities to learn and join together as a  
community.  We realize there may be confusions 
since some classes are in person at several     
locations and some are online on different links. 
Changes may need to be made if Covid          
restrictions require them. Please watch for the 
weekly Neve Now which hopefully will list all of 
the correct locations, links and times for that  
coming week. Also, on Rosh Hashana you will 
receive a detailed, colorful booklet with all of the 
info. If you will not be here in person on Rosh 
Hashana, contact the office and we will be happy 
to mail it to you.  
 Contact Hazzan@NeveShalom.net if you have 
any questions or comments. 

Adult Education By Hazzan Sheldon Levin 

TORAH READERS 
T=Teen  JR=Junior   

N=New Reader 

JUNE TORAH READERS 
Jake Bullock ................................ 1 
Andrea Colby ............................. 2 
Lawrence Dombrow ................. 1 
Eric Goldman .............................. 1 
Rosalie Green ............................. 4 
Bruce Greenberg ....................... 2 
Karen Newman........................... 2 
Aron Richman............................. 3 
Steven Richman ......................... 2 
Mark Rosenfield ......................... 6 
Michele Rosenfield .................... 4 
Daniel Rushefsky ....................... 1 
Jeffrey Schulman........................ 2 
Stacey Sern ................................. 2 
Barbara Spack ............................ 2 
Alan Stern ................................... 2 
Lucas Teboul .............................. T1 
 

JUNE HAFTARAH READERS 
Jake Bullock 
Andrea Colby 
Eric Goldman .............................. 2 
Rosalie Green 
Bruce Greenberg 
Aron Richman 
Stanley Schneider 
Larry Weinberg 

 
 

JULY TORAH READERS 
Jake Bullock ................................ 4 
Andrea Colby ............................. 2 
Lawrence Dombrow ................. 2 
Eric Goldman .............................. 3 
Rosalie Green ............................. 4 
Bruce Greenberg ....................... 6 
Rena Kallman ............................. 2 
Aron Richman............................. 2 
Mark Rosenfield ......................... 13 
Michele Rosenfield .................... 8 
Daniel Rushefsky ....................... 3 
Adam Schlitt ............................... 2 
Jeffrey Schulman........................ 2 
Stacey Sern ................................. 6 
Barbara Spack ............................ 4 
Alan Stern ................................... 1 
 

JULY HAFTARAH READERS 
Andrea Colby 
Rosalie Green 
Bruce Greenberg 
Mark Rosenfield 
Michele Rosenfield 
Larry Weinberg 

 

Thank you! 

http://www.jtsa.edu/benjamin-r-gampel
http://www.jtsa.edu/benjamin-r-gampel
mailto:Hazzan@NeveShalom.net
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Smile if you love Neve Shalom!  
 
When it comes to membership, the stakes for Neve Shalom are high because membership 
impacts everything, from how well we’re able to spread out our fixed costs – like maintaining 
the building and our staff – to the liveliness of our activities. 
 
All of us who are current members and enjoy our congregational life here are the very best 
ambassadors for Neve Shalom.  We can all fulfill this ambassadorship, not only by continuing 
our lovely tradition of welcoming and chatting with newcomers at services or events, but also 
by actively sharing our enthusiasm for Neve Shalom with neighbors, friends and relatives who 
might be interested in exploring what we have to offer.  
 
Our committees are working hard to safely restore some of our favorite Neve Shalom in-person activities, including the possibility of 
bringing back our popular Friday night dinners. So prepare to come back and renew that “Neve Shalom is my Jewish home” feeling. 
 
Here are some concrete actions you can take to help us grow and thrive: 

• Invite a friend to attend services or an event with you; offer a ride if appropriate 
• Volunteer to be a “buddy” to a new member 
• Read and SHARE the “Top Reasons to Join Neve Shalom” presentation; when you share it, be sure to add your own Neve Shalom 

anecdotes to your note 
• Pass along an interested prospect’s contact information to me at renakallman@gmail.com 
• Help us identify the places – including social media sites – where we may be able to find prospective members 
• Join the membership committee, share your ideas and help out at our Membership Open House sessions, the first of which is on 

Sunday, September 11; simply reach out to me if you’re interested 
• Hit “share” on our Facebook pages to spread the word about our upcoming events 

 
Member retention is the other vital challenge faced by the Membership Committee. During these past 30 months, some of our members 
have not felt comfortable attending either our Zoom-based or in-person events and remain somewhat isolated from the Neve Shalom 
experience. Even in non-Covid times, we need to continuously ensure that our members feel valued and that Neve Shalom always has 
something special to offer. Please help by reaching out to fellow congregants you haven’t seen online or in person in a while.  
 
On a final note, the Membership Committee has now assumed responsibility for sending packages to our congregants’ kids away at col-
lege. Our Purim packages were well-received by more than a dozen students, but the committee had to work hard to gather those cam-
pus addresses. This is a FREE benefit for Neve Shalom members, although we’re happy to receive donations for the program,. Don’t delay 
in sending your college student’s 2022-23 campus address to the Neve Shalom office so we can send a little taste of home a few times 
during the year. 
 
Shana tova to all and thanks for being a Neve Shalom member!  

Message from Membership By Rena Kallman, - VP, Membership 

B’ruchim Ha’baim/Welcome back! I hope 

everyone enjoyed a peaceful and relaxing 
summer. We are excited to begin a new 
Religious School year by welcoming back 
our students from this past year, as well as 
welcoming several new faces who are   
beginning their journey in our Religious 
School. 

 We have some new and exciting programs that will take place 
over the school year, to name a few:  

 

• Greeting a visiting goat prior to Rosh Hashana - The talmidim/
students will observe the similarities and differences between the 
horn of a sheep and the horn of a goat. Both can be used for 
blowing shofar on Rosh Hashana.  

• Our own Rabbi Schoenberg will be visiting the students on 
Sundays and baking with them several times over the year 
prior to the chagim/holidays.  

• A visit from a dog named Cole - Cole is a therapy dog and its 
owner, Stu Shlossman will be explaining Cole's important 
work to the yeladim/children.  

• Day of the Arts prior to Chanukah as the students in        
Religious school through Hebrew High school will be painting 
mystical menorahs.  

 

 All this is in addition to our teachers taking our students 
on an educational journey through Torah texts, touring Israel 
virtually, and learning ethics and values that have guided Juda-
ism for over 4,000 years, generation after generation.  
 Looking forward to a special year of learning together.  

Religious School News By Miriam Dobin, Religious School Director 

file:///C:/Users/mpari/Documents/Neve Shalom Bulletins/Bulletins 2022/September/TopReasonsYouShouldJoin.pdf
mailto:renakallman@gmail.com
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T he bar mitzvah or bat mitzvah of your child or 
grandchild is a milestone event in their Jewish life 

cycle.  Create a meaningful, lifelong memory by weaving 
a tallit for and/or with them. The experience from start 
to finish is filled with wonderful, shared activities:  
choosing colors and designing the striping pattern; 
weaving the tallit (as well as tallit bag and atarah/
neckband); and tying the tzitzit (perhaps having a     
different family member or close friends tie each corner). 

 

CREATE THIS VERY SPECIAL GIFT.   
 

No experience needed!  No weaving experience needed 
to produce a beautiful and custom-made tallit - even if 
you have never threaded a needle; even if you never 
designed anything before.   
 
Volunteers from the Neve Shalom Loom Room will guide 
you through the process from designing and choosing 
colors to finishing.  

 
This is a gift and an experience that will be treasured 
forever by all who participate. 
 
For more information and to schedule  
your time on the loom, contact:  

 

CORY SCHNEIDER  
717-574-1807  
corstan65@gmail.com 
 
JENNIFER BULLOCK  
732-906-8565 
rnjbullock@aol.com 
 
To view items that have been woven in the Loom Room 
go to http://www.dropbox.com.   
Sign in with the email: neveloomroom@gmail.com.   
The password is: 250grove. 

Enhance Your Simcha -- Weave a Tallit 

SISTER TOVA TABAK HELPS WEAVE ELI’S TALLIT  

BAT MITZVAH JANE, GRANDMOTHER HONEY 
AND FATHER JORDAN ULLMAN TIE THE TZITZIT. 

mailto:corstan65@gmail.com
mailto:rnjbullock@aol.com
http://www.dropbox.com.


6 

 

Pride Shabbat 

O 
Shabbat shalom!  Today’s Torah portion, Nasso, 
is a very busy one!  It is the longest parshah that 
we read all year and is chock full of goings-on 
and laws.  There’s census-taking, sacrificing, 
determining whether someone’s cheated on her 
husband, going off to be a Nazarite, setting up 
the Tabernacle.  It even includes the priestly 
blessing.  I’d like to start by focusing where we 
begin the parshah, on the commandment of 
“Nasso”:  “Count!”.  Then we’ll talk about it 
means to “count” in terms of one of the most 
important Jewish values:  how we treat each 
other as members of our Jewish community. 
 There’s a lot of counting going on in the 
book of Bamidbar, or “Numbers”.  In Nasso, God 
was commanding Moses and Aaron to count the 
Gershonites, a family within the Levi’im, whose 
job it was to carry the cloths and other accesso-
ries of the Aron Kodesh.  It turns out there were 
2,630 Gershonites between the ages of 30 and 
50!  But why do we need to know how many 
Gershonites, how many Kohatites, how many 
Levi’im there were?  Why do we need to know 
how many people there were at all?  What can 
we glean from this process of counting?   
 Let’s see what our scholars say about this.  
The Ramban proposed that the act of counting 
demonstrated God’s benevolence to the people 
of Israel:  their number grew from 70 to       
hundreds of thousands under God’s care.  The 
Ramban also taught that the census shows 
God’s love for Israel.  God took a census be-
cause God cared how many people had survived 
after the sin of the Golden Calf. 
 From a more modern standpoint, Rabbi 
Shai Held points out that the commandment is 
given to “lift the head” of each individual to be 
counted among the whole people of Israel.  
Thus, God regards each person as having “real 
differences in opinion, experience, and insight, 
which are to be treasured rather than           
overcome”.  But each individual contributes their 
unique qualities to the whole of Israel as well 
and contributes to making us better as a Jewish 
community. 

D'var Torah:  Nasso 

 In the text, Moses and Aaron are           
commanded, “tifkod otam” or “count them”.  
Tifkod comes from the same root as the word 
“foked”, as in “foked Sarah”, which we recite in 
the Amidah, meaning “care for” or “guardian of”.  
“Tifkod” appears in the singular, suggesting that 
G-d actually wants to count each one of us and 
care for each of us:  we are both unique individ-
uals and part of an entire people.    
 So it was for the Israelites as they made 
their way to Eretz Yisrael from Egypt.  And so it 
is for all of us today.  In fact, the priestly     
blessing speaks specifically about shining God’s 
countenance upon each of us and lifting God’s 
countenance toward each person, caring for all 
of us individually and together. We all count…
each and every one of us.  We recognize that 
each of us is unique and different from each 
other.  And we all make up our Jewish communi-
ty, including our friends and family members 
who identify as LGBTQ. 
 So let’s do a little counting.  Here are just a 
few people, who are or were Jewish and have 
identified as LGBTQ:  Barney Frank, Harvey Milk, 
Oliver Sacks, George Cukor, Victor Garber, Ben 
Platt, Evan Rachel Wood, Leonard Bernstein,  
Michael Feinstein, Lesley Gore, Lorenz Hart, Jerry 
Herman, Vladimir Horowitz, Barry Manilow,    
Stephen Sondheim, Marcel Proust, Susan Sontag, 
Gertrude Stein.  And these are only 18—a very 
small sampling among many, many people.  
Pretty impressive, yes?  These are people who 
count.  People we are proud of.   
 How do we do when we count the members 
of our community?  Whenever anyone asks a 
member of the Neve Shalom community to tell 
them about our shul, our usual first response is, 
“We are warm and welcoming.”   When someone 
new shows up at services on Shabbat, we go 
over and introduce ourselves, ask them who 
they are, make sure they have someone to sit 
with at kiddush. 
 And that brings us to another aspect of this 
parsha:  how important it is for us as members 
of the Jewish people to be mindful about how 

Written and delivered by Andrea Colby 

June is called Pride month. And as we sit here, as observant,    

caring, and engaged Jews, we share our very meaningful and   
important bond of Pride in our Judaism.  
 And as Jews, we remember the repeated times throughout 
history, painful history of exclusion and marginalization and     
discrimination that has long cast a shadow over the pride we take 
in our faith. And because of our suffering, we are the first to come 
to the aid and support of other marginalized communities, and it is 
well noted how American Jewish leaders played a significant role in 
the Civil Rights movement, Rabbi Heschel, as we know, walked 
alongside Martin Luther King, and the Jewish community played an 
active role in supporting the founding and funding of some of the 
most important civil rights organizations, including the NAACP, and 
the Leadership Conference on Civil and Human Rights, according 
to the RAC (Religions Action Center of Reform Judaism). 

Pride service remarks Written and delivered by Debbie Schildkraut 

 Knowing how it feels to be isolated and discriminated against, 
we, in fact, embrace Jewish values of being fully inclusive. Even in 
the Torah and in Talmudic teachings we have our foundation: 

 

• Judaism teaches respect for the fundamental rights of 
others as each person's duty to God. "What is hateful 
to you, do not do to your neighbor" (Babylonian Tal-
mud, Shabbat 31a).  

• Equality in the Jewish tradition is based on the con-
cept that all of G-d's children are "created in the image 
of God" (Genesis 1:27).  

• From that flows the biblical injunction, "You shall have 
one law for the stranger and the citizen alike: for I, 
Adonai, am your God" (Leviticus 24:22).  

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13 
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S 
habbat Shalom! This week, we read Parshat Kedoshim, 
which begins with God telling Moses: “You shall be holy, 
for I, the Lord your God, am holy.” This is followed by a 

long list of laws that clarifies the meaning of the word “holy” and 
provides a guide for human behavior in order to achieve that  
holiness. This list includes both mitzvot bein adam l'makom (laws 
between people and God) and mitzvot bein adam l'chaveiro (laws 
between people). Some of these laws might seem pretty strange, 
such as the commandment to avoid eating the fruit of a tree for 
the first three years and not shaving the corners of your beard. 
But other laws, such as “don’t lie” and “don’t steal” are already 
baked into the moral foundations of our society, which means that 
simply being a good and just person is an act of holiness. In fact, 
many examples of these laws can be found within our USY     
chapter.  
 The Torah tells us “you shall not pick your grapevines bare. 
You shall leave them for the poor and the stranger.”  This law 
forms the basis of the concept of social justice, which is a core 
principle of USY. While many of us no longer have farms with 
which to do this, we still work hard to find other ways to help 
those in need. Our chapter has always worked hard to help our 
community and beyond in new and different ways. This year, we 
ran many collections including an oil drive, food drive, and toiletry 
drive. We also held our annual pasta gragger sale on Purim, where 
we sold boxes of pasta to be used as graggers. The money was 
donated to charity and the pasta was then donated to a local food 
pantry. Additionally, we held our annual Build-a-Bear event during 
which USYers had a chance to build stuffed animals that were then 
donated to children in need. This year, they were donated to the 
local fire station to help comfort children in fires or accidents. On 
the new and more creative side, we held an event during which 
USYers painted beautiful works of art that were then donated to a 
veterans’ home to brighten up the resident’s rooms. These are just 
some of the ways that our USY chapter does our small part in 
repairing the world and embodies the principle of social action as 
it is commanded in Parshat Kedoshim.  
 Another commandment is “the stranger who resides with you 
shall be to you as one of your citizens; you shall love him as  
yourself, for you were strangers in the land of Egypt.” According 
to this law, God tells us that we must be welcoming of new     
people, to make them feel comfortable when they are in a new 
place. In order to embrace this value, we make it a priority to 
reach out to incoming freshmen and help them feel at home within 
our USY chapter. We also have made an effort this year to      
participate in interchapter events with the members of USY from 
Highland Park, Scotch Plains, and Cranford. Although meeting new 
people can be intimidating, we took it in stride to welcome the 
people from these chapters so that they no longer felt like 
strangers.  
 Next, God tells Moses and the Israelites “you shall keep My 
Sabbath and honor My sanctuary.” Unlike tonight, we don’t usually 
have USY events on Shabbat. As a region, on the other hand, 
there are many opportunities to celebrate shabbat at Shabbatons, 
conventions, and encampment. Shabbat is a special time at USY. 
Whether or not USYers keep Shabbat at home, everyone does so 
when with USY. This really brings us closer together and keeping 
the sabbath is also a new and maybe even life changing         
experience for some people. We also have many traditions to 
make the day more special. We dress up and have services on 
Friday night and multiple times on Saturday. We also spend time 
singing together both with a lot of ruach and slower more    
peaceful songs. Shabbat ends with a beautiful Havdalah service 

June’s Youth Shabbat:   

       A D’var Torah from Parshat Kedoshim 
and more singing. Afterwards we celebrate the new week with 
dancing and snacks and fun. When we say our good-byes the 
next day we find ourselves looking forward to our next Shabbat 
together. 

Shared by Farrah Grubman and Maya Kushner 

“You shall not 
pick your 

grapevines 
bare. You 
shall leave 

them for the 
poor and the 

stranger.”  

 As you can see, we 
embrace many of the laws of 
this parsha in our daily lives. 
This is because, perhaps 
most importantly, God   
commands us to “love your 
neighbor as yourself.” You 
might know this as the  
golden rule: treat others the 
way you want to be treated. 
Rabbi Hillel said that “this is 
the entire Torah. The rest is 
commentary.” Parshat 
Kedoshim is full of rules 
about how to live our lives 
in order to achieve holiness, 
but as long as we          
understand the importance 
of treating others with the 
same respect we wish for 
ourselves, the rest will come 
naturally.  

 In just a few short months, we will be heading off to college, 
which is both an exciting and nerve-wracking thought. For the 
next four years of our lives, there will be many rules, both written 
and unwritten, that will govern our behavior. For example, even 
though seats in lecture halls might not be assigned, wherever 
you sit on the first day of class will be your seat for the duration 
of the semester, so choose wisely. Another rule is that even 
though it might not seem that important, you really do need to 
change your bedsheets — every other week if possible!  
 But the truth is that both in college and in the rest of our 

lives, the key to holiness lies in the way we treat other people. 

The most important rule is to love your neighbor as yourself, and 

if we follow that, things might just turn out all right. 
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Donation Acknowledgments  

Chumash Fund 

In Memory Of ____________ From 

Community Kiddush Fund 

In Honor Of _____________ From 

In Memory Of ____________ From 

Deborah Anes Memorial Youth Fund 

In Memory Of ____________ From 

Education Fund 

In Honor Of _____________ From 

In Memory Of ____________ From 

Gershon Robinson Music & Art/ 

Turtletaub Music Library Fund 

In Honor Of _____________ From 

In Memory Of ____________ From 

Max Roller Library Fund 

In Honor Of _____________ From 

Ner Tamid/General Fund 

In Honor Of _____________ From 

In Memory Of __________________ From 
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RABBI’S Discretionary Fund 

In Honor Of _____________ From 

Susy Schwartz Memorial Fund 

In Memory Of ____________ From 

Tikkun Olam 

In Honor Of _____________ From 

In Memory Of ____________ From 

Donation Acknowledgments  
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HEBREW DATE ENGLISH DATE DECEASED’S NAME MOURNER 

Yahrzeits OBSERVANCES:  September 2022—elul/tishrei 5782/83 

http://www.neveshalom.net/calendar
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HEBREW DATE ENGLISH DATE DECEASED’S NAME MOURNER 

N eve Shalom continues to support the efforts of  
Jewish Family Service of    Middlesex County to help 

the needy by  collecting food for the  Kosher Food     
Pantry.  Food donations may be left at the  synagogue in 
the  closet near the stairs next to the stage.  
 
USY will be  collecting a  different item each month to be  
donated. Please watch Neve Now! for more information. 
Thank you for supporting these efforts!  
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we treat each other.  The parsha outlines recompense for people 
who have been wronged by others:   
 

Speak to the Israelites: When men or women individually 
commit any wrong toward a fellow human being, thus 
breaking faith with G-d, and they realize their guilt, they 
shall confess the wrong that they have done and [they 
shall make restitution… 

 
 I’ve heard from members of this community that Pride 
Shabbat should be conducted in the Beit Midrash, like some of 
our alternative minyanim.  I’ve heard that it is somehow 
“political”.  My response is that this is not an “alternative     
minyan”, this is the main service and for the entire community of 
which we are all a part.  It is an honor to be able to invite the 
entire community into our main service and welcome all into the 
heart of our community.  And today is about kindness, not   
politics.   
 Recall the famous story about the scholar Hillel.  A student 
approached Hillel and asked if he could teach him the Torah 
while he stood on one foot.  Hillel replied, “Of course:  treat 
your neighbor as you would like to be treated.  The rest is   
commentary.”  He didn’t say, “Buy two sets of dishes” or “Don’t 
wear linen and wool together”.  Not that those commandments 
are unimportant.  Rather, he placed kindness, the way you treat 
other people, above everything.  Even the most mundane aspect 
of this parsha, the simple act of counting, points us to         
remembering that God loves us all, both as unique individuals 
and as a Jewish community serving God.  And the most       
important way to be counted as a member of the Jewish      
community is to treat others the way you would want to be 
treated.   
 Today is a wonderful day, its purpose is to help us let   
people who identify as LGBTQ+ know that they are an         
important part of our community and welcome into our       
sanctuary to daven.  But look around, you won’t see my son or 
my son-in-law.  They are streaming this service.  My son noted 
that while he appreciates the efforts of those planning this 
day—and how grateful he is to them—none to our knowledge 
identifies as LGBTQ+.  I can’t speak for other parents of 
LGBTQ+ persons, but I know that I would have much preferred 
seeing my son and son-in-law here in person.   
 This Pride Shabbat is the beginning of our community    
finding our path toward acceptance and welcome.  Our son and 
son-in-law suggested that a good next step for us would be to 
put together an affinity group of LGBTQ+ folks and their allies 
who will be able to guide us toward that goal.  We can and we 
will take that step. 
 So let’s do some more counting:  first, Ira Grubman, thank 
you for spearheading this celebratory Shabbat and starting us 
on a truly warm and welcoming path! Second, Debbie 
Schildkraut, thank you for your contributions and for sharing 
your moving words with us.  Third, thanks to the Executive Com-
mittee for supporting this effort.  Fourth, many thanks to Rabbi 
Rosin for your generous help with this d’var Torah.  And finally, 
our gratitude to all of you who have shown up to be counted in 
making this a day of support and observation of what our par-
sha and the scholars teach us is the most important precept of 
our religion.   
 My hope and prayer is that we make this sacred space a 
truly safe and welcoming space.  And that next year at this time 
we will be celebrating that feeling of warmth and welcome not 
just on Pride Shabbat but on every Shabbat and every day.  And 
to celebrate the fact that everyone counts. 
 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6 D'var Torah:  Nasso 

 Rena, Josh, Dan and Seth Kallman thank their Neve 
Shalom family for the outpouring of love and     
support in response to our recent loss of David. 

 On behalf of Ken Braverman, Hazzan Sheldon Levin 
and Barbara and Eliot Spack,, thank you to all who 
contributed to the joyous success of “The Journey 
Continues,” the event honoring Hazzan Levin.       
Included are those behind the scenes, those on 
stage, those in the audience and all those who 
made donations to the commemorative journal. 

 Elyse Schulman and Steve Haber were married on 
Sunday, June 26 at the Richfield Regency in         
Verona. Rabbi Eric Rosin andv Rabbi Lindsey     
Healey-Pollack of Kol   HaNeshama of Englewood, 
NJ co-officiated a beautiful ceremony!  

 Donna and Alan Wink welcomed granddaughter 
Jaclyn Brenner.   

Mazel tov! 

Thank you. 
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 Therefore, a fully inclusive Judaism, is one which actively 
celebrates our identities and recognizes that all of us are     
created b'tzelem Elohim, in God's image." 
 But as good Jews, we like to ask questions, so here are 4 
questions that many of you may ask: 

 

1. What is Pride month really all about?  
 Pride Month is an entire month dedicated to the uplifting 

of LGBTQ voices and the support of LGBTQ human rights.  

 

2. What is the strange alphabet of letters jumbled together?  
 What does LGBTQIA+ mean? LGBTQIA+ is an acronym 

for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Queer, Intersex, 
Asexual, and the  countless affirmative ways in which peo-
ple self-identify. Learning and using accurate and appropri-
ate terminology — intentionally, consciously — can help 
create more affirming environments for everyone. 

 

3. What is the reference of the rainbow colors? 
 In the widely known six-color flag, red is symbolic of life, 

orange is symbolic of healing, yellow is sunshine, green is 
nature, blue represents harmony and purple is spirit. In 
2021, the flag has was altered in solidarity with the Black 
Lives Matter protests, and versions also include black to 
represent diversity, brown to represent inclusivity and light 
blue and pink, the colors of the trans pride flag. 

 

4. And why do people state their pronouns? 
 Sadly, as found in the 2022 National Survey on 

LGBTQ Youth Mental Health by the Trevor Project, 
“nearly 1 in 5 transgender and nonbinary youth   
attempted suicide. LGBTQ youth who felt high social 
support from their family reported attempting suicide 
at less than half the rate of those who felt low or 
moderate social support.” This means, when trans/
non-binary individuals who are surrounded by people 
who affirm their gender, normalize pronoun usage, 
and use individuals’ correct pronouns, the impact can 
be lifesaving.  Pronouns are a direct extension of our 
identities, namely our genders. Referring to         
individuals with the correct pronouns is one of many 
ways we communicate respect and warmth to       
everyone across the gender spectrum.  

  

 We may not fully understand, but we must empathize 
and be allies. These individuals don’t want to chose a life 
to be a target of discrimination. They are just trying to 
live authentic lives, being true to themselves.  
 Part of our Jewish imperative is to pursue justice 
(Deut. 16:18) and to love our neighbors (Lev. 19:18) 
these are important components which include           
respecting and using others’ pronouns.  
 Our vocal response to hate must be “Love your 
neighbor as yourself” (Lev. 19:18), and love must always 
win over hate. When our children or other loved ones 
come out to us, they are still the same individuals we love 
deeply – and we must come together to realize, that it is 
important for us to learn, listen, understand, empathize, 
and love. 
 I found a reading that felt appropriate in the spirit of 
inclusion for any Shabbat service, and especially this one. 
(See sidebar at right.) 
 G-d gave us a job: to be a light unto the world. That job 

requires us to make space for G-d and others and to carry out 

our mission with unbridled joy and pride. 

We Come Together 

Kol HaNeshamah: Shabbat Vehagim  

 

We come together this Shabbat, each   

bringing to this sanctuary a private world of 

hopes, of fears, of dreams. Some of us are 
burdened by anxieties and cares that all but 

crash our faith in the future. Others have 
hearts filled with happiness, grateful for the 

joys of the past week, yet aware that even the 
most fortunate are vulnerable before the  
mystery of tomorrow. Every life is a unique 

blending of joy and sorry, of fulfillment and 
frustration.  

 
 Beneath our uniqueness we are all bound 

together by our common humanity. All of us 
most deeply year for the blessings of freedom 

and peace. Each of us seeks the   personal  
liberation of a mind that is not enslaved to    
conventional wisdom. A heart that is able to 

love without fear, a spirit that cries “yes!” to 
the universe. Each of us strives too for the 

inner peace that comes with finding a       
harmony between our aspirations and our 

abilities. This is the Shabbat peace to which 
we aspire. 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6 Pride service remarks 

Please remember  
Neve  Shalom with a gift in 
your will, trust, retirement  
account or life insurance 
policy. 

https://www.thetrevorproject.org/survey-2022/
https://www.thetrevorproject.org/survey-2022/


14 

 



15 

 



16 

 



17 

 



18 

 



19 

 

 
Commercial Litigation, Collections and Bankruptcy 

Nationwide 

SAMUEL and JOY GRAFTON 

POPPER and GRAFTON  -  ATTORNEYS AT LAW 
 

 
 

225 West 34th Street  
Suite 1806 
New York, NY 10122-1600 

212-290-2630  

10 MAIN STREET 732-634-8500    
WOODBRIDGE, NJ 07095 732-634-1521 
800-729-0582 Fax:  732-750-0120 

MEMORIAL CENTER 

HAIMM MONUMENTS FOR 
ALL CEMETERIES 

GOLDSTEIN 

FUNERAL CHAPEL  INC. 

We value the dignity and the sanctity of the 
Jewish soul and we uphold and maintain 

reverence for the Jewish tradition. 
 

Exclusively Jewish Operated 
Conveniently Located 

Large Chapels 
 

Martin Goldstein, Mgr. 
N.J. Lic. 4025 

2015 Woodbridge Avenue, Edison 

732-777-0032 

Know someone who needs help? 

Don’t Keep It Under Your Hat! 

  
Know someone in need of help during an illness, after 

surgery, after the birth of a child, please contact the 
Mitzvah Mission. 

No Mission Is Impossible! 
tikkunolam@neveshalom.net 

732-858-1764 

mailto:tikkunolam@neveshalom.net
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