
  

 

T hanksgiving is to me the quintessential American 
holiday. Few Americans can trace their roots back 

to the Mayflower. Yet this foundational story of the 
Pilgrims learning from the Native Americans and     
surviving the challenges of settling in a new land    
resonates for all. The images of peaceful coexistence 
between very different peoples give us hope in our 
fractured times; the reminder that all but the Native 
Americans are immigrants gives us a common        
language with those seeking to move here today. It is 
a  holiday that gives us confidence in the promise of 
America. 

  Not as many Americans realize, however, that the holiday of Thanksgiving was 
not created out of the blue by the Pilgrims. The Pilgrims were deeply religious 
Protestants, and a key Protestant tenet is familiarity with the Bible. The Pilgrims 
read what they called the “Old Testament” as well as the “New Testament.” They 
were familiar with the ancient Jewish holiday of Sukkot celebrating the summer 
harvest. So when they were so profoundly relieved as they saw their bountiful  
harvest, they turned to the holiday of Sukkot, and planned a special day of 
Thanksgiving for their good fortune. Our American holiday of Thanksgiving is 
based on Sukkot! 
  So as we gather around the table this Thanksgiving, let's give an extra thanks 
for our own, beautiful Jewish traditions, which form the basis of our wonderful 
American holiday! 
  May your Thanksgiving be full of an abundance of food, an overflowing of  
loving family and friends, and a bounty of positive actions for which you are  
thankful. 
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Hazzan’s Notes 
By Hazzan Sheldon Levin 

F 
rom November 13-17 I will be   
attending the 75th Anniversary  
Convention of the Cantors Assembly 

held in Los Angeles. The Cantors Assembly 
recently published a scholarly journal which 
includes the history of the Assembly and 
many quality articles on aspects of the work 
and music of the modern Hazzan.   I am 
touched to have been mentioned in some of 
those articles and to know that some of the 
things I have contributed may have an   
impact on the future. 
 Our Executive Director, Cantor Stephen 
J. Stein, will be retiring and will be honored 
at this enclave. I will be conducting a choir 
of past-presidents, current officers, and staff 
members to sing a tribute that I arranged in 
his honor, at one of the major concerts. 
 I am also honored to have been asked 
to perform in the musical “Stars of   David” 

and to replay some of the parts I have 
done in previous productions of this 
show about “Jewish Stars.” We        
performed this at Neve Shalom a    
number of years ago with music and 
lyrics from a variety of Broadway’s    
leading composers. 
 I will also be accompanying Cantor 
Sol Zim in a presentation of a new book 
of music that he has written for the 
Shalosh Regalim (Sukkot, Pesach and 
Shavuot). Sol has created joyful worship 
experiences and concerts for many  
decades and it is exciting to see that an 
83 year old can continue to be so   
creative and vibrant. 
 I have served as parliamentarian for the 
Assembly for 20 years and will continue to 
help oversee meetings and bylaws revisions 
as needed. I am also currently the vice   
president of the Cantors Assembly         
Foundation. We help fund worthwhile Jewish 
and musical ventures. This past year, we 
have funded the start-up of a digital       
platform to preserve, archive and distribute 
cantorial music which has never been     
published. I was also on the committee that 
selected the new Executive Director, Cantor 
Matt Axelrod, who will be leaving his      
congregation in Scotch Plains to run the 
C.A., starting next summer. 

 It’s good to know that the Assembly 
is strong and healthy. We are the largest 
organization of cantors in the world with 
over 650 members. Having served as 
president and been involved in running 
many conventions, publishing books, 
chairing committees, teaching, composing, 
and conducting concerts, as well as      
writing many books, songs and           
arrangements, I am thrilled to be part of 
the 75th Anniversary Convention. I look 
forward to the continued growth of the 
cantorate and the Cantors Assembly, and 
happy to see younger leaders stepping up 
to take us into the future. 

Meet the Bat Mitzvah! By Flora Cowen 
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T his year’s Rabbi Gerald L. Zelizer Scholar-in-Residence will be 
Dr. Glenn Dynner.   He will be speaking at Neve Shalom on  

November 18 and 19 Dr. Dynner received his B.A. in Comparative 
History from Brandeis University in 1993, his M.A. in Jewish               
Studies from McGill University in 1997, and his Ph.D. in Near    
Eastern & Judaic Studies from Brandeis University in 2002. He 
works primarily in Polish, Yiddish, and Hebrew sources on the  
Jewish social and religious history in Poland, and specializes in the 
Hasidic movement.  
 We will start Friday evening, November 18 with a crudité   
reception at 6:00 pm. The Shabbat evening service will be at 6:30 
pm and he will speak in person immediately after that, which will 
also be broadcast on Zoom and YouTube. He will speak about 
“Ukraine: Cradle of Modern Jewish Movements”. During Shabbat 
morning services his talk will focus on “Jewish Women in Eastern 
Europe”. After the light kiddush lunch he teach about “The Hasidic 
Revival on the Eve of the Holocaust”. 
 In 2011, Dynner appeared on NBC's “Who Do You Think You 
Are?” with actress Gwyneth Paltrow. Throughout the episode, 
Dynner helped Paltrow uncover her ancestral Jewish past. On the 
same show and its spin-offs, he also consulted on the Rashida 
Jones and Bernie Sanders episodes. 
 Dynner teaches numerous upper-level seminars at Sarah    
Lawrence University covering the history of Jewish life in Eastern 
Europe. In the past, his classes included: “The Holocaust, Jews and 
Violence: From the Bible to the Present, and Jewish Spirituality and 
Culture”.  He has written several books including Holy Dissent: 
Jewish and Christian Mystics in Eastern Europe.  
 
The following review will give an insight into his scholarship and 
thinking. 
 The religious communities of early modern Eastern Europe-
particularly those with a mystical bent-are typically studied in isola-
tion. Yet the heavy Slavic imprint on Jewish popular mysticism and 
pervasive Judaizing tendencies among Christian dissenters call into 

question the presumed binary 
quality of Jewish-Christian interac-
tions. In “Holy Dissent: Jewish and 
Christian Mystics in Eastern     
Europe,” editor Glenn Dynner  
presents twelve essays that chart 
contacts, parallels, and mutual 
influences between Jewish and 
Christian mystics. With cutting-
edge research on folk healers, 
messianists, Hasidim, and Christian 
sectarians, this volume presents instances of rich cultural         
interchange and bold border transgression. 
 Holy Dissent is divided into two sections: "Jewish Mystics in a 
Christian World" and "Christianizing Jews, Judaizing Christians." In 
these essays, readers learn that Jewish and Christian folk healers 
consulted each other and learned from common sources; that the 
founder of Hasidism, Rabbi Israel Ba'al Shem Tov, likely drew    
inspiration from Christian ascetics; that Christian peasants sought 
and obtained audience with Hasidic masters…. In contrast to    
prevailing models that present Jewish and Christian cultures as 
either rigidly autonomous or ambiguously hybrid, Holy Dissent 
charts specific types of religio-cultural exchange and broadens our 
conception of how cultures interact. 
 The scholarship in this volume is notably fresh and significant 
and makes an important contribution across disciplines. Jewish and 
Christian studies scholars as well as historians of Eastern Europe 
will benefit from the analysis of Holy Dissent. 
 

N eve Shalom is grateful to the Benefactors who make this event 
possible. The list is still in formation. Please consider        

contributing $180 per person to the Scholar Fund so we can    
continue to present these quality events in the future. 

Marlene Strauss,  
our member, and wife of 

Aaron Strauss 

 

Marilyn Solomon,  

beloved mother of  

Nancy Lipschutz  

 

Dorothy Lass,  

beloved mother of  

Bennett Lass  

IN MEMORIAM  

TORAH READERS T=Teen  JR=Junior  N=New Reader 

SEPTEMBER TORAH READERS 
(not including Rosh Hashanah) 
Jake Bullock ................................ 4 
Andrea Colby .............................. 2 
Lawrence Dombrow .................. 1 
Eric Goldman............................... 1 
Rosalie Green .............................. 3 
Rachel Greenberg ...................... 1 
Rena Kallman .............................. 6 
Avi Kessler ................................... 1 
Shachar Kessler .......................... 1 
Stephen Parkoff ......................... 1 
Aron Richman ............................. 1 
Mark Rosenfield ......................... 6 
Michele Rosenfield .................... 7 
Daniel Rushefsky ....................... 2 
Jeffrey Schulman ........................ 2 
Stacey Sern .................................. 4 
Barbara Spack ............................ 5 
 

ROSH HASHANAH  
TORAH READERS 
Jennifer Bullock .......................... 1 
Andrea Colby .............................. 1 
Lawrence Dombrow .................. 1 
Harold Geller ............................... 1 

Rosalie Green ............................. 1 
Bruce Greenberg ....................... 1 
Rena Kallman .............................. 2 
Aron Richman ............................. 1 
Mark Rosenfield ......................... 5 
Michele Rosenfield .................... 2 
Dan Rushefsky ........................... 1 
Adam Schlitt ............................... 1 
Barbara Spack ............................ 1 
Lisa Spiegel................................. 2 
Eric Steinbach ............................. 2 
Mel Thor....................................... 1 
 

SEPTEMBER  
HAFTARAH READERS 
(including Rosh Hashanah) 
Richard Bullock 
Andrea Colby 
Bruce Greenberg 
Michele Rosenfield 
Daniel Rushefsky 
Eliot Spack 
Lisa Spiegel 
Larry Wineberg 
 

Thank you! 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brandeis_University
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jewish_Studies
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/McGill_University
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jewish_Studies
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/McGill_University
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jewish_Studies
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Who_Do_You_Think_You_Are%3F_(U.S._TV_series)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gwyneth_Paltrow
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gwyneth_Paltrow
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rashida_Jones
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rashida_Jones
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bernie_Sanders
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A  lot has changed in USY since we last met back in May! On top 
of the new board members and the incoming freshmen, we are 

proud to welcome our new group leader, Daniel Ackermans! 

We’re looking forward to a great year together.  
 The start of the year was fun for USY, with two great events in 
October! On October 11th, we had our sports night. It was a great 
night where we all got to play our favorite sports together and just 
have fun! Then, on October 22nd, we met again for Havdalah. After 
we welcomed the new week, we had a chance to hang out together, 
watch a movie and eat some dessert. It was a relaxing night and a 
great chance to spend time together. 

 

This month we have even more fun events planned!  

 

 Be sure to join us on November 15 for our Veterans’ Night, 
where we'll learn about an American soldier who was one of the 
righteous among the nations. Later in the year, we’ll be having more 
SA/TO events, including our annual Build-A-Bear event and our 
Chanukah donations. Be sure to keep an eye out for announcements 
for those events, and more! 
 
Ben Alter  

METUSY Communications Vice President 
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Community Kiddush Fund 

In Honor Of _____________ From  

In Memory Of ____________ From  

Gershon Robinson Music & Art/ 

Turtletaub Music Library Fund 

In Memory Of ____________ From  

High Holy Day Machzor Fund 

In Memory Of ____________ From  

Ner Tamid/General Fund 

In Honor Of _____________ From  

In Memory Of ____________ From  

Prayerbook Fund 

In Memory Of _____________ From  

Tikkun Olam 

In Honor Of ______________ From  

In Memory Of _____________ From  

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 

In Honor Of ______________ From  

In Memory Of _____________ From  

Donation Acknowledgments  

Please remember  
Neve  Shalom with a gift  

in your will, trust, retirement   
account or life insurance  

policy. 

If you would like to include the name of       
someone who is ill (including yourself) to be recited for a 

Mi Sheberach (prayer for healing) when the Torah is read, 
please e-mail the Hebrew (preferred) or English name of 

that  individual to Steve Gross  
at stephang@optonline.net.  

 You may also contact the synagogue  office by phone 
with this information at 732-548-2238. 

 

mailto:stephang@optonline.net


6 

 

Our talmidim/students, 
and their horim/parents 
shared some quiet      
moments when we      
travelled to Tommy’s Pond 
to    perform Tashlich. As 
we know, this age-old 
tradition of tossing bread 
into a body of water   
represents “casting off” 
our wrong doings from the 
past year. For this year’s 

Tashlich, the talmidim in grades Gan/Kindergarten 
through Hebrew High, used water soluble paper to 
write down whatever wrong doings they had done, 
folded it up, and tossed it away into the lake      
(eco-friendly). The Rabbi, Hazzan, students, parents, 
teachers, and I shared words of Torah, sang songs 
appropriate for Tashlich, and reflected on our 
thoughts before casting off our messages into the 
pond. Now we feel we can start over again and 
begin the New Year with a clean slate. 
 Sukkot is a time of celebration for the harvest 
season, and as a reminder of the structure which 
the Jewish people lived in as they travelled through 
the wilderness for 40 years. The talmidim in Gan - 
Zayin/Kindergarten through 7th grade prepared 
lovely sukkah decorations that adorned our shul 
sukkah. The younger grades also prepared flags to 
dance and parade with on Simchat Torah. As an 
added bonus, all the classes designed edible    
sukkot and prepared candy apples as a sweet treat 
for Simchat Torah. 
 As part of our curriculum, this year we have 
i n c o r p o r a t e d  a  M i t z v a h  o f  t h e 
Month lesson. November’s mitzvah is tza’ar ba’alei 
chaim/showing compassion to living creatures. We 
are looking forward to a visit with Cole, a 9-year-
old black Labrador who has been trained as a  
therapy dog. Cole, and his owner Stuart Shlossman  
visit schools, hospitals, and rehabilitation units. 
They will be teaching our students about the    
compassion that an animal can provide to human 
beings. 
 We are looking forward to greeting our    
parents at our Day of Jewish Learning. The topic for 
the day will be Relationships as seen through the 
Torah. Our Kitot Gan-Gimmel/ Kindergarten -
3rd grade will focus on 
  Kibud av v’em/Honoring your father and 
mother as seen throughout sefer Bereisheet/the 
Book of Genesis. Kita Daled-Hai/4th-5th grade will 
discuss Avraham’s/Abraham’s relationship with 
Guests, and Kita Vav-Zayin/6th-7th grade will   
explore the complex relationship between David 
and King Saul. Our Hebrew High will explore Pirkei 
Avot/Ethics of the Fathers, Chapter 2 verses 5 and 
6 which discusses how leaders should interact with 
the community. 
 In December, the Mitzvah of the Month which 
we will focus on is Bikur Cholim/visiting the sick or 
infirm. We will go as a Religious School to        
converse and sing Chanukah songs with all the 
residents at the NJ Veterans Memorial Home in 
Menlo Park. 

Religious School News By Miriam Dobin, Religious School Director 



7 

 



8 

 

Sukkah Hoppers Revive a Fun Neve Shalom Tradition 

M ore than a dozen Neve 
Shalom  members and their 

friends joined the Sukkah Tour on 
Sunday, October 16,   visiting five 
members' personal sukkot for a 
nosh, the traditional sukkah 
blessing and a chance to get   
inspired by local creativity.  
  
Many thanks to the hosts:   
Judi Harrison and Steve Gross (1),  
Barbara and Eliot Spack (2),  
Jennifer and Rich Bullock (3), 
Michele and Joel Bassoff (4)  
and  Rena Kallman (not pictured)  
as well as the guests who       
participated. 
 
Hopefully this old-time Neve  
Shalom tradition, now revived, 
will continue for many years to 
come, with even more sukkot 
added to the  roster.  

2 
1 

3 

4 
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HEBREW DATE ENGLISH DATE DECEASED’S NAME MOURNER 

Yahrzeits OBSERVANCES:  November 2022—cheshvan / kislev 5783 

http://www.neveshalom.net/calendar
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HEBREW DATE ENGLISH DATE DECEASED’S NAME MOURNER 

Happy Thanksgiving! 



12 

 



13 

 



14 

 



15 

 

 
Commercial Litigation, Collections and Bankruptcy 

Nationwide 

SAMUEL and JOY GRAFTON 

POPPER and GRAFTON  -  ATTORNEYS AT LAW 
 

 
 

225 West 34th Street  
Suite 1806 
New York, NY 10122-1600 

212-290-2630  

10 MAIN STREET 732-634-8500    
WOODBRIDGE, NJ 07095 732-634-1521 
800-729-0582 Fax:  732-750-0120 

MEMORIAL CENTER 

HAIMM MONUMENTS FOR 
ALL CEMETERIES 

GOLDSTEIN 

FUNERAL CHAPEL  INC. 

We value the dignity and the sanctity of the 
Jewish soul and we uphold and maintain 

reverence for the Jewish tradition. 
 

Exclusively Jewish Operated 
Conveniently Located 

Large Chapels 
 

Martin Goldstein, Mgr. 
N.J. Lic. 4025 

2015 Woodbridge Avenue, Edison 

732-777-0032 

Know someone who needs help? 

Don’t Keep It Under Your Hat! 

  
Know someone in need of help during an illness, after 

surgery, after the birth of a child, please contact the 
Mitzvah Mission. 

No Mission Is Impossible! 
tikkunolam@neveshalom.net 

732-858-1764 

mailto:tikkunolam@neveshalom.net
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