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O urs is a tradition of stories and   
metaphors.  This time of year we 

find ourselves at the intersection of two 
distinct but related narratives:  the story 
told by our ritual calendar and the      
biblical account of the Israelites wander-
ing through the desert.   
 On the ritual calendar, we are     
making our way through the Omer.  On 
each of the fifty nights between the   
second night of Passover and the Festival 
of Shavuot, we recite a blessing and 
“count the Omer,” proclaiming, “this is 
the third, or the fourth or the 49th day of 
the Omer.”  In this way we track our 
chronological and spiritual progress from 
the Festival of Passover, which           
commemorates our redemption from 
Egypt to the Festival of Shavuot when we 
re-enact God’s revelation and the giving 
of the Torah at Mount Sinai.  We identify 
each day by number to honor that every 
day we are in a different place on that 
journey.   
 At the same time, in the yearly    
progression of Torah readings, we have 
completed the reading of Genesis and 
Exodus and we are now firmly ensconced 
in the Book of Leviticus.  The Israelites 
have been liberated from Egypt and they 
find themselves in the wilderness,    
learning how to create meaning and  
order through the use of ritual and the 
pursuit of morality.   
 Both of these narratives describe the 
experience of moving forward through 
the unknown on a quest for a sacred 

destination. . . . which is an apt           
metaphor for this moment in the life of 
our synagogue. 
 William Bridges, an authority in 
managing transitions in the business 
world, thinks so too.  In a 2006 article 
called “Getting Them through the      
Wilderness”, Bridges retells the story of 
the Exodus to illustrate his theories    
concerning the process of organizational 
transition.  He asserts that the heart of 
the story of the Israelites reaching the 
Promised Land is not their departure 
from Egypt or even their arrival in the 
Land of Israel.  It is the time that they 
spend wandering through the             
wilderness.   
 The wilderness is disconcerting.  It is 
a place without the security of familiar 
landmarks or the protection of fortified 
structures.  At the same time, when we 
learn to tolerate the fear and uncertainly 
of living with the unknown, it can       
become a place of vast possibility and 
unlimited potential for discovery.  It is a 
rich in-between time separating a past 
that has been lost and a future that has 
not yet been constructed.   
 Our tradition teaches us to          
appreciate our time in the wilderness.  
The Omer teaches us to recognize that 
every moment is sacred and unique, 
different from what came before and 
from what will follow.  The biblical     
narrative reminds us that out of the  
uncertainties of the unknown come  
opportunities for growth and innovation.   

 When we 
experience these 
two stories to-
gether, we learn 
that stepping 
away from what 
we are used to is 
simultaneously unsettling and exciting.   
Entering the wilderness is just one way to 
describe the risky process of consciously 
casting off familiar old habits and          
behaviors that may no longer serve us and 
finding new ways forward that will be 
more helpful.    
 As Neve Shalom as a community and 
each of us as individuals move forward, 
my prayer is that the times to come will be 
opportunities for exploration and growth 
and that it will bring each of us to new and 
sacred ways of being in the world.   
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Notes from the 
By Hazzan Sheldon Levin 

F inally, after two years of Covid, the 
community Mercaz Jewish choir, is 

performing it’s Spring Concert. We actually 
have not stopped meeting. The first year 
we had many virtual online events. These 
included learning sessions with lectures on 
Jewish music, texts and especially choral 
music. We occasionally conducted online 
sectional rehearsals. We had several 
“virtual” concerts with videos and some live 
solo performances. This year we have been 
rehearsing in person each week wearing 
masks. This past month we did two events 
at the JCC. One was a benefit concert to 
raise money for Ukraine refugees with the 
Edison Chinese Choir. The other program 
was the annual Yom HaShoah memorial. 
 We are looking forward to an amazing 
concert on Wednesday, June 1 at Anshe 
Emeth Memorial Temple in New Brunswick. 
The program, conducted by Cantor Anna 
West Ott and me, will include a wide variety 
of Jewish choral pieces. One highlight of the 
program will be the 2nd Movement from the 
Bloch Sacred Service with Cantor Mark 

Singing in Person Again! 

Stanton as the soloist. An exciting and    
challenging song by Robert Starer called 
“Break Forth into Joy” will also be sung. 
 There will be a number of Israeli and 
American pieces. These include the famous 
Nurit Hirsch Oseh Shalom and the song Ben 
Platt and his brothers sang “Ahavat Olam” 
by Gabriel Mann. When Anna Ott retired, I 
arranged one of her favorite new songs, 
“Shalom Aleichem” by Natalie Young for 
choir. It should have been sung at her    
retirement concert which, unfortunately, 
was held only virtually online.  We will   
finally perform this at her previous         
congregation. Dave Schlossberg, our     
pianist, has          composed a new “Sim 
Shalom” and Ben Berman will be the soloist 
for that selection.  
If you are interested in tickets or can be a 
sponsor for this joyful, uplifting concert, 
please contact me  
Hazzan@NeveShalom.net  
 We look forward to a very enjoyable 
evening and to once again sing together 
with an audience. 

Babs Dobbs,  
mother of Lon Dobbs 

 
Shirley Perry, 

mother of Stephan Perry 
 

Burton Leventhal, 
brother of Manny Leventhal 

 
Betty Szteinbaum, 

mother of Edward Szteinbaum 
 

Rhoda Taffet, 
mother of Nancy Kaswin 

IN MEMORIAM 

N eve Shalom continues to  support the efforts of  
Jewish Family Service of    Middlesex County to help 

the needy by    collecting food for the  Kosher Food Pantry.  
Food donations may be left at the  synagogue in the  closet 
near the stairs next to the stage. USY will be  collecting a    
different item each month to be  donated. Please watch 
Neve Now! for more  information. Thank you for          
supporting these efforts!  

mailto:Hazzan@NeveShalom.net
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Hazzan Levin’s Journey By Ruth Candeub 

Shalom, chaverim, shalom!   

 As we gather to honor Hazzan Sheldon Levin, it is appropriate 
that we begin with melody! Welcome, friends, welcome!   
 It may be that our honoree, who loves all kinds of music, from 
the melodies chanted in prayer to show tunes, to opera, and to many 
in between, was born under the sign of the treble clef.   It all began 
right at home in the Levin household.  His grandmother was a       
professional pianist who toured the country as a teen in the 1800’s 
playing the classics.  His father played the accordion and when       
Sheldon was three, his dad gave him an accordion and went on to 
teach his son how to play it. His mother, a Hebrew School teacher, 
allowed eight-year-old Sheldon to take buses and a subway to sing in 
the Philadelphia Boys’ Choir.   

 

 From then on, it was music, music, music! 

 

 His formal music education took off in earnest at Temple         
University’s College of Music and Jewish Education at Gratz College. 
He put his learning into actual practice at Camp Ramah in the Poconos 
where he spent several summers directing shows for the campers or 
as the Rosh Tefillah.  In his busy upward-bound schedule, he spent a 
year with the National Opera Company of Israel, where he performed 
many roles including fifty performances as the witch in “Hansel and 
Gretel”.  He starred in over 30 musicals in the United States and also 
sang as the cantor in several Rock services in synagogues in the      
sixties.  He studied cantorial arts with the famous Cantor Joseph   
Levine and at the Jewish Theological seminary.  His first post as     
Hazzan was in Penn Valley, PA, in 1974 where he served for seventeen 
years.  
 In 1999, Levin, by this time Hazzan and Educational Director at 
the Germantown Jewish Centre, traded the urban setting of            
Philadelphia for Congregation Neve Shalom in suburban Metuchen, 
New Jersey, where he again assumed the role of Hazzan and later 
added the position of Educational Director as well.  
 It has been a harmonious relationship ever since, and now, 23 
years later, we are celebrating Hazzan Levin as the chosen honoree of 
2022.  
 For the years he has been here, Hazzan Levin has worn many 
hats –er, kippot.  Wherever he is, he imparts a joy and love of        
Judaism.  On the bima, in addition to the traditional tunes, he has 

introduced many newer melodies, including by Debbie Freidman and 
Shlomo Carlebach, as well as some of his own.  Congregants          
welcome the challenge of learning the new, and Levin knows well that 
participation by the congregants insures a meaningful experience. 
This is also reflected by his guidance and continuation of our highly 
regarded and recognized lay Torah Readers program. He also directs 
the Neve    Shalom Choir for special services and programs. 
 In his role with children, he spent many years as the Educational 
Director of the Hebrew School, including the Hebrew High. He gently 
guides our children as they prepare for a bar or bat mitzvah and for a 
Jewish life beyond. 
 As Robert Moss, z”l, Director of Adult Education, he guides an 
active committee, which brings inspiring speakers and scholars to our 
congregation.  He arranges for an annual film series plus an annual 
Book and Author program.  He collaborates with Temple Emanuel in 
our joint Adult Education Series, as well as with the JCC in planning 
some of their education presentations. 
 For the community, along with Cantor Anna West Ott, he      
created Mercaz, a group of 40 men and women who sing together on 
a weekly basis and who perform publicly periodically.  He prepares 
and leads the New Jersey Cantor's Ensemble concerts as well as    
directing several musical revues at Neve Shalom, with congregation 
members in the cast.  At Thanksgiving time, he directs a Metuchen/
Edison interfaith service, and on Yom HaShoah, he participates in the 
Interfaith commemoration at the JCC, consisting of music suitable for 
the occasion. 
 Outside of Neve Shalom, after previously serving as the President 
of the Cantor's Assembly and chairman of several of their annual   
conventions, he continues to be active in cantorial affairs in the     
country. Most notably, he has contributed significantly to the field of 
Jewish music, with his many volumes of liturgical and popular song 
arrangements for congregational, camp and home use and over 60 
books on Jewish music education which he edited. 
 At Camp Ramah, he met his wife-to-be, Nita Polay, who taught 
art there.  They have been married for 39 years, have three loving 
children, Jessica who is married to Marc Rajs, Valerie and Josh, and 
two delightful grandchildren.   
 For all these years, how fortunate we have been, and we look 
forward to more shared experiences, as The Journey Continues! 
 

https://www.neveshalom.net/event/honoree-event2.html  

 

https://www.neveshalom.net/event/honoree-event2.html
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Religious School By Miriam Dobin, Religious School Director 

W e hope everyone had a lovely Pesach. Shortly 
before our Pesach break, the families joined 

their children for a beautiful model seder. The    
talmidim/students were well prepared as   witnessed 
by their parents, morot/teachers, and peers. Each 
class prepared either songs, riddles or a movement 
acting out the 10 makkot/plagues in Mitzrayim/
Egypt.  
 As we move forward in the Jewish calendar, we 
go from a chag/holiday which celebrates our       
freedom and redemption from slavery to              
remembering the Shoah/Holocaust, which           
commemorates ironically, servitude once again and 
loss of our precious people. Grades 3-6th watched 
age-appropriate films which served as a gentle intro-
duction to the Shoah. Kita Gimmel/Daled - 3rd/4th 
grade watched “The Tattooed Torah,” written by 
Marvell Ginsburg, which depicts a little boy's        
precious Torah which was taken from his shul during 
the war years and how he searched his whole life, 
travelled the world, and found it.  
 Kita Hai/Vav - 5th/6th grade watched “Miracle 
at Midnight” which is based on the true story of how 
the Danish people protected their Jewish citizens 
from deportation. After both films, there was deep 
class discussion about the circumstances              
surrounding these situations, as well as a candle 
lighting ceremony. 
 On a more celebratory note, next on the      
calendar is Yom Ha'Atzmaut/ Israel Independence 
Day! The Religious school decorated a 6 ft. map of 
Israel.  We focused on different regions of our    
beautiful country.   
 To the east, the Gan-Bet/ Kindergarten—2nd 
grade class painted the Kotel wall in Yerushalayim/
Jerusalem, the holiest site for Jewish people. South, 
the Gimmel/Daled class painted the Yaam Soof/Dead 
Sea and made clay depictions of the Jewish people 
crossing the sea. North, the 5th/6th graders        
travelled to Tzafaat, famous for their Artist Colony. 
They painted magnificent paintings on the map. 
West, all classes built skyscrapers in Tel Aviv with 
lego candy to show the modern city it has become 
along the Mediterranean Coast. 
 Our Hebrew High met with our twinning school 
from Holon over Zoom and celebrated Yom 
Ha'Atzmaut together. 
 As we close out the Religious School year, we 
say farewell, but not goodbye to our 4 graduates 
from Hebrew High School, and wish them well:    
Shaina Garb, Farrah Grubman, Maya    Kushner, and 
Brian Schuetz. Much mazal/luck as you move on to 
the next chapter in your lives. Your years in Religious 
school have not only brought you a wealth of Jewish 
knowledge, but you have made an impression on the 
younger students whom you have tutored in Hebrew 
reading or while participating in the 
madrichim/ Youth leader program. We wish you the 
best as you head off to college. 
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O n Sunday, May 15 at        
10:00  am, Dr. Amy           

Kalmanofsky, a professor at the 
Jewish Theological Seminary will be 
our annual Neve Shalom Rabbi 
Gerald L. Zelizer Scholar-in-
Residence. She will be speaking 
about the Book of Ruth, Returning 
to Our Mother’s House: The Book of 
Ruth’s Essential       Theology.  
         In many ways, the book of 
Ruth is a biblical outlier with its 

focus on women—one of whom is a Moabite—and with God absent 
as a character and force.  Despite these oddities, the book of Ruth is    
essential to the Bible’s narrative and theology.  This session will    
explore Ruth’s beautiful, unique story, and its essential and relevant 
theology.   
 Dr. Amy Kalmanofsky is the Dean of List College and she teaches 
courses on biblical literature, religion, and feminist interpretation of 
the Bible. In her writing and teaching, Dr. Kalmanofsky combines  
contemporary ideas and critical methods with traditional text study, 
teaching students to be careful, creative interpreters of Torah.   
 The annual Scholar-in-Residence Event is sponsored this year by 
the Scholar-in-Residence Fund, the Gilbert and Claudie Hayat         
Endowment and the following Benefactors:  Amy Artman, z”l, & Ira 
Artman, Flora Cowen, John and Linda Erdreich, Lena Feld, Sandra 
Fields, Joy and Sam Grafton, Claudie and Gilbert Hayat, Barbara 
Reed, Judy and Steven Richman. Barbara and Eliot Spack, Dan and 
Lisa Spiegel, Frank Thompson and Benna Brodsky.  
  Join the Zoom Meeting or in-person using the usual Neve Shalom 
Zoom link for services & programs. Contact 732-548-2238 x 12 for the 
Password. For more information about Adult Education programs 
contact Hazzan Sheldon Levin   732-548-2238 ext. 14  or email 
 Hazzan@NeveShalom.net 
 The following article by Dr. Kalmanovsky will share some of her 
insights. 
 Like every Jewish holiday, Shavuot has seasonal and historical 
components. It celebrates the gifts of Torah and of the spring harvest. 
Both bounties manifest God’s glory, sustain Israel, and are captured 
masterfully by our liturgy. 
 On the first day of Shavuot, we read Exodus 19-20, which        
describes the revelation at Sinai and the giving of the ten                
commandments. On the second day, we have the tradition of reading 
the book of Ruth. Ruth captures both the Torah and harvest themes of 
the holiday. Set during the barley harvest, the book plays with the 
tropes of emptiness and fullness and tells a story that carries humans 
and the land from a state of infertility to fertility. Also, the Rabbis   
understood Ruth’s pledge to follow Naomi and accept her people and 
God to be a statement of faith and an act of religious conversion. By 
committing to Naomi, Ruth the Moabite accepts God’s Torah (Ruth 
Rabbah 2:22), as Israel did at Sinai. 
 I have always loved the book of Ruth. I love it for its literary craft 
and elegance. I also love it for its peculiarities—the fact that God is 
not an active character in the book and that humans—
particularly female humans—take center stage. I love it for presenting 
a hero who, as a female Moabite, is as Other as anyone can be in the 
Torah’s universe. 
 I have always loved Ruth, but this year, I read Ruth in the context 
of Shavuot and in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic, and I love it 

Scholar Event — Dr. Amy Kalmanofsky 
even more. In my reading, Ruth offers a profound Torah that speaks to 
us now. It is the Torah that comes from human relationships. It is the 
Torah of human connectedness. 
 Of all the books in the Bible, Ruth is the most human. God does 
not speak or act in the book and is mentioned only in passing. Human 
dialogue is central in Ruth more than in any other biblical book. At its 
heart, Ruth is a story about human relationships, and more             
importantly, about human relatedness. Its story shows how when 
human beings commit to and are kind to one another, bounty ensues. 
 The most famous moment of human connectedness is Ruth’s 
declaration to Naomi that wherever Naomi goes, Ruth will follow, and 
that Naomi’s people and God will both be Ruth’s, too (Ruth 1:16-17). 
This certainly is a powerful moment of human commitment and     
connection. But there are many more in this remarkable book that 
each provide unique inspiration. 
 There is the moment when Naomi first leaves Moab with her two 
widowed daughters-in-law, Ruth and Orpah, and demands that they 
return to their mothers. Distraught, they both weep and refuse to 
leave Naomi’s side (Ruth 1:8-10). 
 There is the moment when Naomi again begs Ruth and Orpah to 
return home to start over again with new husbands. This time,     
weeping and heartbroken, Orpah kisses her mother-in-law farewell 
and heads home while Ruth clings to Naomi (Ruth 1:14). 
 There is the moment when Boaz finds Ruth gleaning in his field 
and insists that she continue to do so, promising her protection (Ruth 
2:8-9) and insisting that she eat and drink among his harvesters (Ruth 
2:14). 
 There is the moment when Ruth returns to Naomi after gleaning 
in Boaz’s field and offers her what she has gleaned as well as a portion 
of the food that was offered to her (Ruth 2:17-18). 
 There is the moment when Boaz withholds himself from Ruth in 
order to approach a more appropriate kinsman to marry her yet   
promises to marry her should the kinsman refuse (Ruth 3:11-13). 
 There is the moment that Boaz negotiates with the kinsman on 
Ruth’s behalf (Ruth 4.3-6). 
 There is the moment when the townspeople witness Boaz’s     
commitment to Ruth and welcome her into his house as if she were 
one of the biblical foremothers Rachel, Leah, or Tamar (Ruth 4:11-12). 
 There is the moment when the women of Bethlehem bless Naomi 
and declare Ruth to be better to her than seven sons (Ruth 4:15). 
 There is the moment when Naomi places Ruth’s child to her 
breast and fully accepts the child and his mother into her family (Ruth 
4:16-17). 
 There are many other moments of human connectedness that are 
the substance of Ruth’s Torah. These moments reveal how human acts 
of kindness, loyalty, and love bring blessings. From these acts, great 
bounty is reaped. 
 This Torah, Ruth’s Torah, is so evident and vital now during the 
pandemic. In this strange reality of “virtual” or “remote” connection 
(a reality that I’m currently living as I write), we value human              
connectedness even more and long for a world when we can be     
together and, most importantly, a world where we can cling like Ruth 
to those we love and do myriad acts of kindness. 
 When that moment comes and we can return to the world rich 
with human connection, we will live out Ruth’s Torah fully and reap 
great bounty from it. 
 The publication and distribution of the JTS Commentary are 
made possible by a generous grant from Rita Dee (z”l) and Harold 
Hassenfeld (z”l). 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82472289017?pwd=NVI0bWJQWk1CNVVLRjJ4WEtrS2J6dz09
mailto:Hazzan@NeveShalom.net
https://www.sefaria.org/Exodus.19-20?lang=he-en&utm_source=jtsa.edu&utm_medium=sefaria_linker
https://www.sefaria.org/Ruth_Rabbah.2.22?lang=he-en&utm_source=jtsa.edu&utm_medium=sefaria_linker
https://www.sefaria.org/Ruth_Rabbah.2.22?lang=he-en&utm_source=jtsa.edu&utm_medium=sefaria_linker
https://www.sefaria.org/Ruth.1.16-17?lang=he-en&utm_source=jtsa.edu&utm_medium=sefaria_linker
https://www.sefaria.org/Ruth.1.8-10?lang=he-en&utm_source=jtsa.edu&utm_medium=sefaria_linker
https://www.sefaria.org/Ruth.1.14?lang=he-en&utm_source=jtsa.edu&utm_medium=sefaria_linker
https://www.sefaria.org/Ruth.2.8-9?lang=he-en&utm_source=jtsa.edu&utm_medium=sefaria_linker
https://www.sefaria.org/Ruth.2.8-9?lang=he-en&utm_source=jtsa.edu&utm_medium=sefaria_linker
https://www.sefaria.org/Ruth.2.14?lang=he-en&utm_source=jtsa.edu&utm_medium=sefaria_linker
https://www.sefaria.org/Ruth.2.14?lang=he-en&utm_source=jtsa.edu&utm_medium=sefaria_linker
https://www.sefaria.org/Ruth.2.17-18?lang=he-en&utm_source=jtsa.edu&utm_medium=sefaria_linker
https://www.sefaria.org/Ruth.3.11-13?lang=he-en&utm_source=jtsa.edu&utm_medium=sefaria_linker
https://www.sefaria.org/Ruth.4.3-6?lang=he-en&utm_source=jtsa.edu&utm_medium=sefaria_linker
https://www.sefaria.org/Ruth.4.11-12?lang=he-en&utm_source=jtsa.edu&utm_medium=sefaria_linker
https://www.sefaria.org/Ruth.4.15?lang=he-en&utm_source=jtsa.edu&utm_medium=sefaria_linker
https://www.sefaria.org/Ruth.4.16-17?lang=he-en&utm_source=jtsa.edu&utm_medium=sefaria_linker
https://www.sefaria.org/Ruth.4.16-17?lang=he-en&utm_source=jtsa.edu&utm_medium=sefaria_linker
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TORAH READERS 
Jake Bullock ........................... 3 
Andrea Colby ......................... 1 
Eric Goldman ......................... 1 
Rosalie Green ........................ 3 
Bruce Greenberg ................... 4 
Miriam Kafker ........................ 2 
Karen Newman ...................... 3 
Aron Richman ........................ 4 
Mark Rosenfield .................... 5 
Daniel Rushefsky ................... 1 
Jeffrey Schulman ................... 1 
Stacey Sern ............................ 7 
Barbara Spack........................ 5 
Lisa Spiegel ............................ 2 
Alan Stern .............................. 2 

Neve Shalom would like to thank the following people for 
chanting Torah during March.   
T=Teen  JR=Junior  N=New Reader 

HAFTARAH 
Bruce Greenberg 
Mark Rosenfield 
Barbara Spack 
Lisa Spiegel 
Larry Wineberg 
 
PURIM MEGILLAH 
Ben Alter ................................ T 
Jake Bullock 
Jennifer Bullock 
Andrea Colby 
Rosalie Green 
 

T hanks to a generous annual contribution from the family of Israel and Shirley 
Segal, of blessed memory, we once again are able to bring a top-notch scholar 
to Neve Shalom. Both Israel and Shirley loved this congregation and Jewish  

education. It is fitting and wonderful that we keep their memory alive by bringing 
these professional, scholarly, yet accessible, programs to our community. 
 This year, on Sunday May 1 at 10:00 am, Dr. Benjamin D. Sommers (photo, right)

will be our special guest. He will be here in person and we encourage as many people 

as possible to also join us wearing masks and seated socially distanced. There may be 

a reception afterwards, but we will share more information as the date gets closer as we follow the latest guidelines of 

our Virus Task Force. The program will be streamed using the link we will share from our Neve Now email bulletin. 

D r. Benjamin D. Sommer is a professor of Bible at the Jewish 
Theological Seminary and Senior Fellow at the Kogod Center 

for Contemporary Jewish Thought of the Shalom Hartman Institute. 
His books, Revelation and Authority: Sinai in Jewish Scripture and 
Tradition (Yale, 2015), The Bodies of God and the World of Ancient 
Israel (Cambridge, 2009), and A Prophet Reads Scripture: Allusion in 
Isaiah 40–66 (Stanford, 1998), received multiple prizes in the United 
States and Israel. The Israeli newspaper Ha’aretz described Sommer 
as “a traditionalist but an iconoclast – he shatters idols and           
prejudices in order to nurture Jewish tradition and its applicability 
today.” 
 The title of his talk is “The Book of Exodus – What is it Really 
About.” Excerpts from an article by Dr. Sommer, Torah Mi-Sinai and 
the Modern Jew may give some insights into his thinking and what he 
will present on May 1st. 

  “Does it make any sense to be shomer mitzvot if you 
accept the basic propositions of biblical criticism? Is it    
hypocritical to say “amen” to the blessing before the Torah 
reading if you don’t believe that God or Moses wrote the 
words that are then chanted out loud? Can you 
put tefillin on or light Shabbat candles in good faith if you 
think the Pentateuch is, even in part, a human document? 
 Many modern Jews confront questions like these, 
which we might paraphrase more broadly as: can observant 
Judaism and modern biblical scholarship happily and     
honestly co-exist? These questions are at the heart of my 
recent book, Revelation and Authority: Sinai in Jewish   
Scripture and Tradition. 
 The core proposition of the book is that biblical    
scholarship and Jewish theology provide ways to show that 
the binding nature of Jewish law can be harmonized with 
modern theories of the Torah’s origins. I also examine the 
interplay between traditional Judaism and modern biblical 
criticism, arguing that the human authors of the 
[Torah] intend the documents they produced not only to 
convey God’s will as expressed in the revelation to the    
nation Israel at Mount Sinai but also to reflect Israel’s    
interpretations of God’s will and their responses to it. The 
biblical authors, then, prefigure modern Jewish thinkers 
who understand revelation as a process that incorporates 
both divine and human contributions. 
  The book’s close readings of biblical texts bolster   
theologies of thinkers such as Abraham Joshua Heschel, 

Franz Rosenzweig, and Louis Jacobs, who regard revelation 
not just as a top-down phenomenon but as a dialogue       
between God and Israel. In emphasizing the role human   
creativity takes in fostering an organic and ever-growing   
Torah, it also resonates with themes found in the work of 
Orthodox thinkers …. who also value the inventiveness of 
Jewish sages who help to create Torah in every generation. 
 A one-sentence summary of the thesis of my book might 
be: ….. just because you no longer accept the idea that every 
word of the Torah was written by God, does not mean that 
you should assume there is no divine command underlying 
Jewish law. There may be a lot of Jews out there who have 
long suspected this is the case. Perhaps my book has helped 
them to clarify and defend this perspective, and to put on 
tefillin or light Shabbat candles without any sense of bad faith. 
If that is the case, then I am very thankful to the Source of all 
revelation that I have been able to make a contribution to the 
ongoing conversation that is Torah.” 
 The talk is free and open to the public. Contact           

Hazzan@NeveShalom.net for more info or call 732-548-2238, 

x 12. 

Segal Lecture By Hazzan Sheldon Levin 

http://amzn.to/2e4cUKW
http://amzn.to/2e4cUKW
mailto:Hazzan@NeveShalom.net
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We Gratefully Acknowledge 
and thank the following generous contributors to our funds: 

Chumash Fund 
In Memory of ................................ From 
Moe Wineberg ................................ Larry Wineberg 

 

Community Kiddush Fund 
In Honor of .................................... From 
The Daniel's Family— 
Mazel tov on Matt's marriage ......... Edward and Marian Szteinbaum 
Neve Shalom ................................... Eliot and Barbara Spack 
Neve Shalom ................................... Lawrence Dombrow 
Neve Shalom ................................... Lawrence Dombrow 
Neve Shalom ................................... Michele and Mark Rosenfield 
In Memory of ................................ From 
Alice Cohen ..................................... Leslie Schulman 
Gertrude Unger ............................... Sandra Wunder 
Herman Unger ................................ Sandra Wunder 

 

Deborah Anes Memorial Youth Fund 
In Honor of .................................... From 
Stacey Sern ..................................... Mark and Christina Daniels 
Debby Levinson ............................... Marlene Fineman 
In Memory of ................................ From 
Gershon Robinson ........................... Fredda Robinson 
Victoria Goldstein ........................... Fredda Robinson 
Ken Roman ...................................... Gloria Engel 
Aaron Braun .................................... Marlene Fineman 
Jack Braun ....................................... Marlene Fineman 

 

Ner Tamid/General Fund 
In Honor of .................................... From 
Adam and Elissa Glinn — 
 your son's marriage........................ Edna Sherber 
Neve Shalom ................................... Howard Sontz 
Neve Shalom ................................... Lawrence Dombrow 
Mazel tov to Elissa and  
Adam Glinn  on the marriage of  
Lance to Hannah ............................. Marian Kaufman 
Neve Shalom ................................... Mark and Christina Daniels 
In Memory of ................................ From 
Morris Burbe ................................... Carole Semel 
Gloria Sern ...................................... Donna Coen O'Gorman 
Yahrzeit ........................................... Gary Epstein 
Rose Gary ........................................ Herbert and Carole Gary 
Yahrzeit ........................................... Jerome Bergman 
Yahrzeit ........................................... Jonathan Greenberg and Stacey Sern 
Gloria Sern ...................................... Leonard and Arlene Smith 
Moe Wineberg ................................ Marcia Horn 
Benjamin Lechman.......................... Morris Gelber 
Murray Keller .................................. Susan and Malvin Keller 
Sol Horowitz .................................... Susan and Malvin Keller 

 

Simon & Yvonne Hayat Adult Education Fund 
In Honor of .................................... From 
Michele and Mark Rosenfield ......... Mark and Christina Daniels 

 

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
In Memory Of ............................... From 
Earl Harry Korbman ......................... Michael and Florine Kaplan 
Celia Korbman ................................. Michael and Florine Kaplan 
Yahrzeit ........................................... Michael and Florine Kaplan 
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ENGLISH DATE HEBREW DATE DECEASED’S NAME MOURNER 

Neve Shalom encourages those observing the Yahrzeit of a loved one to attend our daily minyan on the day associated with the 
Hebrew date of death, as listed below, so that you may recite the Mourner’s Kaddish to honor them along with our Jewish commu-
nity.  To confirm the time of our daily morning minyan services, go to www.neveshalom.net/calendar or  
contact the synagogue office. 

5/1/2022 30 Nissan  Emily Ann Maltby Mother of Nancy Shlossman 
  Irving David Rosowsky Father of Carole Gary 
  Julius Feinson Companion of Sandra Fields 
5/2/2022 1 Iyyar  H. Martin Friedman Father of Cory Schneider 
  Sally Tilbor   Mother-in-Law of Beverly Tilbor, Grandmother 
     of Mark Tilbor 
  Mollie Mann Mother of Jody Mantel 
  Miriam Rockmore Friend of Stanley and Gail Slobodien 
  Howard Haber Father of Melissa Boxer 
  Lawrence Gietter Brother of Sharon Ludwin 
  Regina Ginsberg Grandmother of Susan Goldman 
5/3/2022 2 Iyyar  Sidney Reiss Father of Marci Berger 
5/4/2022 3 Iyyar Gertrude Sobel Brickman Mother of Barbara Spack 
  Mordecai Shlomo Grodzicki Grandfather of Bernard Grodzicki  
    and Gladys Leibowitz 
5/5/2022 4 Iyyar Ann Kimelman Aunt of Peter Hacker and Sara Emmer 
  Ida Janoer  Mother of Beatrice Robin 
5/7/2022 06 Iyyar Allan Schonberger Husband of Frances Schonberger 
5/8/2022 07 Iyyar Stanley Mikelonis Father of Elaine Glick 
  Jacob Novik  Father-in-Law of Herbert Levitt 
5/10/2022 09 Iyyar Sara Kaufman Bromberg Mother of Seymour Bromberg 
5/11/2022 10 Iyyar Robert Storfer Father of Stanley Storfer 
5/12/2022 11 Iyyar Harriet Achber Aunt of Keith Boxer 
  Benjamin Miller Uncle of Ronald Becker 
  David Meyer Epstein Father of Albert Epstein 
  Helen Goldberg Mother of Lauren Howitt 
5/13/2022 12 Iyyar  Marvin Solomon Father of Nancy Lipschutz 
  Pearl Kimelman Mother of Sara Emmer 
  Sol Sokolik  Step-Father of Dorothy Rubinstein 
5/14/2022 13 Iyyar Jacob Frank  Father of Howard Frank 
  Esther Braun Mother of Marlene Fineman 
5/15/2022 14 Iyyar Bunny Kaplan Aunt of Lawrence Dombrow and Amy Kaufman 
  Sylvia Gross  Mother of Fredric Gross 
  Fred Spector Father of Sandra Goldberg 
5/16/2022 15 Iyyar Betty Simon  Wife of Murray Simon 
  Rosita Rotman Mother of Viviana Zelizer 
  Cheryl Dorsch Daughter of Herbert and Carole Gary 
5/17/2022 16 Iyyar Dr. Harvey Leckart Father-in-Law of Susan Leckart 
  Craig Skalet  Uncle of Mark Lampf 
  Richard Hepps Brother of Sandra Schwemer 
5/18/2022 17 Iyyar Robert Frank Father of Renee Frank 
  Cheryl Zahler-Micliz Sister of Mindy Epstein 
5/19/2022 18 Iyyar Mildred Hutt Mother-in-Law of Irene Hutt 
  Alice Storfer Nackman Daughter of Stanley Storfer 
5/21/2022 20 Iyyar Ruth Grande Halle Mother of Helene Epstein 
5/23/2022 22 Iyyar Jack Berman Grandfather  of Stephen Alter 
  Channah Wernik Grandmother of Charlotte Sheratsky 
  Rabbi Nathan Zelizer Father of Gerald Zelizer 
  Celia Shultz  Mother of Gail Adler 
5/24/2022 23 Iyyar Yetta Gelber Wife of Morris Gelber 
   Nathan Lehrhaupt Father of Judith Spiegel, Uncle of Sandra Field 
   David Michlin Father of Steven Michlin 
5/25/202224  Iyyar Lou Frishling Stepfather of Nita Polay Levin 
   Leo Slobodien Father of Stanley Slobodien 
   Pauline Schachner Grandmother of Daniel Spiegel 

http://www.neveshalom.net/calendar
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5/25/20222 4 Iyyar Max Schulman Grandfather of Jeffrey Schulman 
5/26/2022 25 Iyyar Lester Berkow Brother of Irene Hutt 
5/27/2022 26 Iyyar Naomi Friedman Mother of Cory Schneider 
  Priscilla Grafton Baker Mother of Samuel Grafton 
  Esther Greenhouse Grandmother of Beverly Perry 
5/28/2022 27 Iyyar Paul Zigman Father of Gail Kanar 
  Daniel Richard Diamond Father of Robin Diamond 
  Ruth Roth Aunt of Keith Boxer 
  Miriam Fineman Mother-in-Law of Marlene Fineman 
  David Robinson Husband of Fredda Robinson 
5/29/2022 28 Iyyar Samuel Levitt Father of Herbert Levitt 
  Benjamin Luks Husband of Pamela Luks 
5/30/2022 29 Iyyar Samuel Berman Father of Paul Berman 
  Arline Feldman Mother of Frayda Kleiman 
  Jacquelyn Narode Mother of Karen Zuckerman 
  Robert & Ruth Sessler Parents of Marc Sessler 

ENGLISH DATE HEBREW DATE DECEASED’S NAME MOURNER 

LIFELONG LEARNING COLLABORATION 
 
 We are proud to announce the collaboration of the   
Lifelong Learning programming between Temple Emanu-El of 
Edison, Congregation Neve Shalom of Metuchen and the   
Jewish   Community Center of Middlesex County for the 2022-
2023 program years. Our focus is to offer an expanded and 
diverse curriculum which will strive to meet the educational 
and  social needs of our greater community at large. The plan  
includes classes, lectures and concerts just to name a few of 
the offerings.  These learning, social and entertainment    
opportunities will be held on various days and at convenient 
times to accommodate the schedules of many of our        
community members.  Programs will be offered in-person, 
virtually or in a hybrid format. 
 A Lifelong Learning booklet will be provided by each           
participating organization. The booklets will provide pertinent 
information describing the offerings, dates, times and        
locations with the names of the presenters. Members of the 
three organizations as well as other non- affiliated community 
guests may join the Lifelong Learning program for a fee of 
$72/for organizational members or $90/for a non – affiliated 
guest.  More information will become available in the        
summer of 2022 by checking our websites or reaching out to 
delegated staff : 
Hazzan Sheldon Levin, hazzan@neveshalom.net,  
Dana Shectman, executivedirector@edisontemple.org or 
Sue Horwitz, shorwitz@jccmc.org.   

mailto:hazzan@neveshalom.net
mailto:executivedirector@edisontemple.org
mailto:shorwitz@jccmc.org
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If you would like to include the name of       
someone who is ill (including yourself) to be recited for a 

Mi Sheberach (prayer for healing) when the Torah is read, 
please e-mail the Hebrew (preferred) or English name of 

that  individual to Steve Gross  
at stephang@optonline.net.  

 You may also contact the synagogue  office by phone 
with this information at 732-548-2238. 

 

Please remember Neve   Shalom with 
a gift in your will, trust, retirement       

account or life insurance policy. 

mailto:stephang@optonline.net
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Commercial Litigation, Collections and Bankruptcy 

Nationwide 

SAMUEL and JOY GRAFTON 

POPPER and GRAFTON  -  ATTORNEYS AT LAW 
 

 
 

225 West 34th Street  
Suite 1806 
New York, NY 10122-1600 

212-290-2630  

10 MAIN STREET 732-634-8500    
WOODBRIDGE, NJ 07095 732-634-1521 
800-729-0582 Fax:  732-750-0120 

MEMORIAL CENTER 

HAIMM MONUMENTS FOR 
ALL CEMETERIES 

GOLDSTEIN 

FUNERAL CHAPEL  INC. 

We value the dignity and the sanctity of the 
Jewish soul and we uphold and maintain 

reverence for the Jewish tradition. 
 

Exclusively Jewish Operated 
Conveniently Located 

Large Chapels 
 

Martin Goldstein, Mgr. 
N.J. Lic. 4025 

2015 Woodbridge Avenue, Edison 

732-777-0032 

Know someone who needs help? 

Don’t Keep It Under Your Hat! 

  
Know someone in need of help during an illness, after 

surgery, after the birth of a child, please contact the 
Mitzvah Mission. 

No Mission Is Impossible! 
tikkunolam@neveshalom.net 

732-858-1764 

mailto:tikkunolam@neveshalom.net
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Neve Shalom Jewish Community Center 

250 Grove Avenue 

Metuchen, NJ  08840 

732-548-2238 

     May  2022 — Nisan / Sivan 5782 


