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T hese are profoundly 
disturbing times. 

 As you read this, what 
resonated for you?  Did 
your thoughts turn to the 
shocking tragedy          
unfolding in Ukraine?  
Were you swept into 
thoughts about the  
pandemic? Did individual 
losses or   struggles that 
you and/or your family 
have been facing rise in 
the forefront of your  
consciousness?  Perhaps 
you even began to contemplate the 
changes and challenges we are experi-
encing at a   synagogue community. 
 These are challenging times for all of 
those reasons and for many others.  Our 
psalms and much of our liturgy 
acknowledge that loss and struggle are 
parts of our lives.  And they teach us that 
even our most difficult experiences    
contain the potential for holiness. 
 This truth is reflected in a Hassidic 
tale which is told about the Kotzker   
Rebbe, Rabbi Menachem Mendl of Kotzk.  
According  to the story, one day a       
tormented young man seeks an audience 
with the Rebbe. “Rebbe,” he begins, “I 
want desperately to believe, but I cannot 
quiet my doubts nor put an end to the 
dark thoughts that torture me.” 
 “What are your doubts?  What is so 
hard for you?” asks the Rebbe. 
   “We call God the One True Judge, 

but I can’t help but question whether 
judgment really exists and how I can  
believe that the Almighty is really a True 
Judge.” 
 “Why do you ask these questions?” 
asks the rebbe.  “What is really          
bothering you?” 
 The young man is pained to admit 
his doubts to the famous sage, but he 
can’t help himself.  “I see the              
unanswered pain the world.  I see the 
injustice.”   
 Again, the rabbi asks, “Why does 
this bother you?” 
 “If all of this pain means that there 
truly is no judgment and no Judge, what 
can creation mean?  What can the Torah 
mean?” 
 Once more, the rabbi repeats, “Why 
does this bother you so much?” 
 “Rabbi,” the man moans miserably, 

“what could be 
more important 
than this?  
What is more 
important than     
believing in 
God?” 
 The rebbe sits back in his chair and 
smiles gently, “If believing in God and 
searching for justice are so important to 
you, then you have no reason to worry.  
There can be nothing more praiseworthy 
than for a Jew to want so desperately to 
believe in God and to see God’s justice 
reflected in the world around him.” 

 Every morning, our liturgy affirms that 
not every day is easy but that God will 
answer when we call and that when we 
search for God’s presence, God can heal 
our broken hearts.    
 This is not to say that in hard times 
our tradition suggests that we retreat into 
our prayers, but rather that ours is a tradi-
tion that urges us never to lose hope, nev-
er to stop yearning to find peace and jus-
tice in the world, even in the most difficult 
of times.    
 
Editor’s note:  The illustration above was 
an entry from a student in China for the 
2020 UN Art for Peace Contest.  An        
international panel of jurors evaluate each 
entry based on creativity, composition, 
theme and technique. Everyone who     
entered the contest is a winner for peace. 
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Notes from the 

O 
n Wednesday evening, March 16, Neve Shalom will celebrate our joyful Purim 
programs. We plan to be in-person and will live stream the services as well.  
        At 6:00 pm our family friendly Megillah reading will be done mostly by our 

teens. The Religious School will create posters and explain some of the chapters. Rabbi 
Rosin will play trivia games and Hazzan Levin will lead fun songs for the holiday. 
 We encourage everyone, kids and adults, to wear costumes. Bring your own noise-
makers to drown out Haman’s name. You can create them from a tzedakah can with a 
few coins, paper plates with some beans in between them, or purchase a pasta box from 
our USY (funds will be donated to hungry neighbors afterwards).  We will have groggers 
to hand out, or bring your own musical instruments, which can also make loud noises. 
 Please follow the health guidelines and join us to have lots of fun and fulfill the 
Purim mitzvot. 
 At 7:00 pm Religious School students will perform the musical Purim Shpiel “Disney 
Goes To Shushan.” Written by Jamie Marx (who wrote last year’s “Pandemic on Purim”), 
it is fun and has familiar songs from different Disney movies old and new. 
 Purim Sameach! 

By Hazzan Sheldon Levin 
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From the Synagogue President 

B eginning on this page and continuing elsewhere in this bulletin, 
you will find brief bios of the members of the Executive         

Committee, along with their contact information. It’s important to 
know the team  and what portfolios they hold. Please feel free to 
reach out to them, or me, if you have any questions, suggestions, or 
feedback. 
 I am pleased to welcome two new members of the Executive 
Committee, Alan Stern joins us as VP of Ritual, and Rena Kallman 
joins us as VP of Membership.  Thank you both for stepping up, and 
thank you to Andrea Colby and the Nominating Committee for     
bringing forward these two excellent additions to the synagogue  
leadership. 
 Well, this is my second article as President, and I must say that I           
appreciate all the calls and emails with constructive input and        
experience from past presidents and many congregants.  I am        
impressed with the passion and diversity of the dialogue. 
 This is a challenging, and extraordinary time for religious         
institutions, as we read about the growth of a group in the population 
called “nones”, (those who claimed "no religion"). The growth of the 
nones in American society has been dramatic. In 1972, just five     
percent of Americans claimed "no religion" on the General Social   
Survey. In 2018, that number rose to 23.7 percent, every indication is 
that the nones will be the largest religious group in the United States 
in the next decade. 
 I have just started reading a book on the topic called The Nones: 
Where They Came From, Who They Are, and Where They Are Going, 
and look forward to discussing my observations in upcoming articles.  

By Harold S. Geller 

 It is my firm belief that though       
religious observance as we have known it 
may be changing, Judaism has survived 
and changed with society for 5782 years.  
We will find the ways to adapt our              
communities of faith once again. 
 One of the leading voices in the   
modern conversations of Jewish spirituality is Dr. Ron Wolfson, who is   
familiar with the Neve Shalom community, having been a scholar in 
residence some years ago.  Dr. Wolfson has published several books on 
the topic of Jewish community Relational   Judaism: Using the Power of 
Relationships to Transform the Jewish Community and The Relational 
Judaism Handbook.  Dr Wolfson has just published a new book called 
Creating Sacred Communities: Leading Practitioners Share Lessons 
Learned, which is next on my reading list. 
 From the cover of the book ...“Creating a sacred community is one 
of the most important tasks facing congregational leaders—rabbis,      
cantors, educators, executive directors, and lay leaders—in the twenty-
first century. This unique book presents a master class by frontline    
practitioners who share cutting-edge lessons learned from their success 
in shaping sacred communities.” 
 I encourage members of our community to join me in reading Dr. 
Wolfson’s new book and having a dialogue on how we may understand 
its’ lessons, and implement some of the best practices, to make Neve 
Shalom the best it can be. 
 Please feel free to reach out to me any time, at  
 President@NeveShalom.net. 

Harold S Geller - President 
(president@NeveShalom.net) 
I was born in Toronto.  My parents were 
Holocaust survivors who met and were   
married in Bergen Belsen.  I have been     
married for 39 years to Robbie, who was 
born in Montreal.  We have two children, 
Melanie and David, and a Bichon Frise 

named Snoopy, who loves long walks with me. I love contemporary 
Jewish music and am proud to call some of the luminaries of the 
Jewish music world (Craig Taubman, Rick Recht, Josh Nelson, Josh 
Warshawsky, Dan Nichols) my friends.  I have spent my life in the 
Conservative movement, in Canada, New Jersey, and California, I 
have been a USY Chapter president, a synagogue Youth Chair, Ritual 
Chair, and Ritual VP.  Professionally, I spent over 35 years in the  
advertising industry, and am currently Founder and Principal        
Consultant in my own consulting firm “Always in Process Consulting 
LLC”.  

Melissa Boxer - VP Education 
(kmboxer@optonline.net) 
Melissa has been a member of Neve Shalom 
for over 20 years, along with her husband, 
Keith, who grew up at Neve Shalom. She has 
been active on the youth committee, adult 
education committee, and membership    
committee. Melissa lives in Edison with her 
husband and their beautiful beagle, Sophie. Melissa and her husband 
have two grown sons, who also grew up at Neve Shalom as third 
generation members. In her free time, Melissa likes to cook, read, 
and binge-watch almost anything.  

Get to know the members of the Executive Committee of Neve Shalom on this page and throughout this issue. 

Find more bios of members of the  

Executive Committee on pages 6 through 9. 

mailto:President@NeveShalom.net
mailto:president@NeveShalom.net
mailto:kmboxer@optonline.net
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Religious School News 
By Miriam Dobin, Religious School Director 

What does nachas/joy look like?  
 Our Kita Gimmel/Daled-3rd/4th grade could tell you, as they proudly  
received their first siddurim/prayer books! On Sunday morning, February 6, our 
shining stars displayed their love and knowledge of tefillot/prayers from the 
Shacharit service in shirim u’tefillot/song and prayer. Each talmid/student also 
shared their feelings about their Hebrew names, family, and Religious School. 
Parents and visitors alike were moved by the ceremony. 
 Our Hebrew High traveled virtually to Canada, Israel, and back to New 
Jersey on the same day as we met with the Coordinator of Hasbara Fellowships 
High School programs. Hasbara is an Israel Advocacy program that teaches pre 
collegiates how to respond with knowledge and confidence to anti-Semitism 
and anti-Israel bias on the college campus. Mrs. Gasner, who resides in       
Canada, introduced Mr. Noor Awad, a Palestinian who lives in the West Bank. 
Noor explained his feelings about his life in the West Bank, and how he became 
involved in a group called Shorashim/Roots. This is a grassroots organization 
started by Israelis and Palestinians living in the West Bank, to learn from each 
other and to co-exist in a peaceful, nonviolent way of life. Afterwards, we 
heard from Dan Rozett, Manager, Community Relations and Israel Engagement 
at Jewish Federation in the Heart of New Jersey. He responded and explained 
Israel’s position and view through his eyes as an Israeli citizen, soldier, and as a 
Jew. 
 It was an eye-opening program and our Hebrew High walked away      
enlightened and empowered. 
 Our Kita Hai/Vav- 5th/6th grade had an introduction to the laws of tefillin/ 
phylacteries, thanks to a mini course with Stu Mantel. The talmidim/students 
practiced wrapping tefillin and learning the meaning behind this daily practice 
in a Jewish person’s life. Even though they are still a few years away from their 
bar/bat mitzvah, they were well prepared for the World Wide Wrap. 
 We brought in the new Hebrew month of Adar with much singing, games, 
and learning about Megillat Esther/ the story of Esther and how she saved the 
Jewish people of Persia from Haman’s evil decree. In Adar, our joy increases as 
we are getting ready to usher in the most joyous chag/holiday on our calendar 
- PURIM! We are looking forward to our annual Purim carnival on March 13 at 
the JCC of Edison. Hope to see you then! 

TORAH READERS 
Jake Bullock ................... 4 
Lawrence Dombrow ...... 2 
Eric Goldman ................. 1 
Rosalie Green ................ 4 
Bruce Greenberg ........... 4 
Scott Greenberg ............ 3 
Rena Kallman ................ 5 
Sarah Kauffman-Liroff ... 1 T 
Elliot Kramer ................. 1 
Aron Richman ................ 8 
Mark Rosenfield ............ 8 
Michele Rosenfield........ 6 
Adam Schlitt .................. 1 

Neve Shalom would like to thank the following people for 
chanting Torah during January.  T=Teen  JR=Junior  N=New Reader 

Stacey Sern ................... 5 
Alan Solomon ................ 1 
Barbara Spack ............... 5 
Lisa Spiegel.................... 4 
Alan Stern ..................... 2 
Rabbi Reysh Weiss ........ 1 
 
HAFTARAH 
Jack Bullock 
Steven Richman 
Michele Rosenfield 
Stacey Sern 
Barbara Spack 
Larry Wineberg 
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J udy Tabak z’l was determined to weave tallitot with her           
grandchildren, Eli and Tovah, for their bar and bat mitzvah.  The 

whole family participated in both the weaving and tzitzit tying on Eli’s 
tallit.  Unfortunately, when Tovah’s turn came, Judy was not around   
anymore.  The family decided to weave a tallit for Tovah.  Every moment 
spent in the loom room brought back wonderful memories of Judy.  It was 
as if she was there with them. 
 It is a fascinating, meaningful and rewarding experience – plus it’s 
easy!  Let us help you design and weave a Judaic heirloom.  Weave a 
tallit, challah cover, tallit bag, matzoh cover, afikomen bag or even a 
chuppah!  Make an heirloom for yourself, with and/or for someone    
special.  Give it a try!! YOU can do it!!   Volunteers will help you every 
step of the way from the designing to the finishing.  YOU CAN 
WEAVE!! 
 
 

To set up your own time in the Loom Room, contact: 
Jennifer Bullock at rnjbullock@aol.com OR Cory Schneider at 
corstan65@gmail.com  

 

**NOTE: Currently, all weavers must be fully vaccinated and wear 
masks while walking throughout the building. 

The proud and happy Tabak family after 

tying Eli’s tzitzit (October 2019). 

Grandfather Sy Tabak helps Tovah weave a 

tallit for her bat mitzvah (December 2021). 

Eli weaves his tallit with his grandmother 

Judy Tabak z’l  (December 2018) 

Save the Date JUNE 12 

7 PM 

mailto:RNJBULLOCK@aol.com
mailto:corstan65@gmail.com
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O n Sunday, 
March 20, at 

11:00 am, Neve   
Shalom, thanks to 
the Gilbert  
and   Claudie Hayat  
Speaker Series, will present a fun and    
informative talk about “Being Jewish with 
the NY Mets”.   Our presenter will be David 
F.  Tilman. 
  Cantor David F. Tilman is Cantor Emeri-
tus of Cong. Beth Sholom in Elkins Park, PA, 
the conductor of the Shir  Knesset Israel 
Choir, and guest lecturer with the Philadel-
phia Orchestra. He attended the Mets 
dream camp and will share his personal        
experiences and inside knowledge as a Jew-
ish       baseball fanatic. 
 The program will be in-person at Neve 
Shalom and on Zoom, We will use the usual 
Neve Shalom Services & Program link or 
contact the office for the Zoom link. 

Guest Speaker:  David F. Tilman 
Excerpts from an article which first appeared in 2015 online  
on the “The Tablet.” 
 

Jews Who Love the Mets 
by Hannah Vaitsblit and Jonathan Zalman 
 

 The Mets’ fanbase, an unabashedly stricken one, a totally New York 
one, boasts lots of Jewish celebrity fans (surprise, surprise). And they’re 
pumped. Here’s what’s up in their world. 
 There’s Jerry Seinfeld, who immortalized former Met Keith Hernandez, and has been called 
a “Mets superfan.” He even custom-designed a pair of Nikes in orange and blue, and has 
since renamed them the “National League Champion Shoes,” assuring his own fans today that, 
“Yes, they’re on. Don’t worry Met land, we got this.” 
 Jon Stewart, who popularized “the seventh inning kvetch,” devoted a solid part of his    
retrospective segment to a reflection on coverage of his “beloved New York Metropolitans,” 
including their dismal ranking in the Arab League, continuous subjection to deeper 
“insuckenment,” and finally their incredible resurrection this year (2015).  
 And how about Jason Alexander, Mr. Constanza himself, who so expertly taught the      
Yankees how to play baseball, clothing them in cotton uniforms. He once said in an interview: 
“The Mets are in my blood. George worked for the Yankees, but Jason cheered for the Mets.”  
 And what about everybody’s favorite disgraced Jewish politician, Anthony Weiner, who is 
a diehard Mets fan. He tweeted bitter-sweetly: 
 That moment when you realize you can’t be called a “long suffering fan” anymore.  
— Anthony Weiner (@anthonyweiner) October 22, 2015 
 After losing a bet to Congressman Steve Israel of New York, California Congressman Adam 
Schiff sang “Meet the Mets” on the House floor, assuring us all that even hard-working Congress 
takes baseball breaks: 
 There are plenty more Jewish celebs who love the Mets, such as Charles Grodin, Adam 
Sandler, author Lauren Grodstein, and ESPN’s beloved sportscaster Linda Cohn, who has been 
tweeting about the Mets all week!  Let’s Go Mets! 

Jeff Schulman - VP Development 
(jlschul01@gmail.com)  
Jeff Schulman has been a member of Neve 
Shalom since 1986.  Both of his children, 
Haley and Whitney, were named here, 
taught here and became b’nai mitzvah 
here.  Jeff has always been involved, 
whether as a Men's Club member,         
President (twice), on the Board of         

Directors, Executive Committee or participating in Shabbat Services 
as a Service Leader and Torah Reader.  Jeff is deeply committed to 
our community and will be spending the next two years working to 
make sure that we are financially stable going forward in his role as 
Development VP.  

Mel Thor - Treasurer 
(melthor@optonline.net)  
Mel recently retired as a financial advisor.  Prior 
to that he was an engineer who applied       
computers to refineries, petrochemical plants, 
and other processes.  Mel and his wife Ronit 
have two children and two grandchildren.  Mel 
enjoys pretending to play golf and is an avid 
Yankees and Jets fan.  He recently began     
researching his family tree.  

Michael Seidner - VP House 
(maspe@optonline.net) 
Michael is a licensed Professional Engineer 
(PE), licensed Construction Code Official, 
builder, developer, and construction     
consultant.  He has been the Construction 
Manager for over 3,000 multi-family units 
in Edison and Piscataway including       
Westgate Square I & II, Durham Woods, 
Village Court, Village Point, Starpoint at Piscataway, and over 300 
single family homes.  He has been a member of Neve for 44 years 
and has been married to his wife Caroline for over 53 years.  They 
have three children and eight grandchildren.   He has completed 
many projects at Neve including replacing sidewalks and curbs,   
replacing classroom windows, clearing and repaving the parking lot, 
creating the sanctuary ramp, rearranging the pews, upgrading the 
mirrors, carpet and dance floor in the ballroom.  He rebuilt the    
collapsed roof and added a second floor at the gym storage room, 
helped construct the Beit Midrash, the playground, several Genizot 
in the back corner of the property, and completed many other little 
fixes.  Most at his cost, some at no cost to Neve Shalom.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mgKNzXOpuGQ
http://espn.go.com/columns/mlb/story/_/id/11351849/jerry-seinfeld-new-york-mets-mlb-superfan
https://instagram.com/p/7S41nZguZL/
https://instagram.com/p/9IFamiAucx/
https://instagram.com/p/9WUsuOAuRW/
http://www.cc.com/video-clips/6dk0gw/the-daily-show-with-jon-stewart-jon-stewart-s-seventh-inning-kvetch
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WTwE7xDZkPk
https://www.tabletmag.com/scroll/138757/weiner-admits-to-sexting-after-resignation
https://twitter.com/brianlehrer/status/638357103246184448
http://assets.sbnation.com/assets/519770/mets-adam_sandler.jpg?_ga=1.154783100.53657345.1445957679
https://twitter.com/laurengrodstein/status/659378293838356480
mailto:jlschul01@gmail.com
mailto:melthor@optonline.net
mailto:maspe@optonline.net
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Community Kiddush Fund 
In Memory of ................................ From 
Jerry Greenberg .............................. Sandra Wunder 

 

Deborah Anes Memorial Youth Fund 
In Memory of ................................ From 
Gloria Sern ...................................... Alan and Sue Horwitz 
Deborah Anes.................................. Amy Carlin 
Gloria Sern ...................................... Andrea Abram 
Gloria Sern ...................................... Edward and Marian Szteinbaum 
Gloria Sern ...................................... Faith Heisler and Fred Fischer 
Gloria Sern ...................................... Gloria Engel 
Carol Grubman ................................ Jamie and Ira Grubman 
Gloria Sern ...................................... Judith Slutzky 
Gloria Sern ...................................... Kenneth and Aimee Braverman 
Gloria Sern ...................................... Lawrence Dombrow 
Gloria Sern ...................................... Lenore Boyarin 
Gloria Sern ...................................... Martin and Ellen Romm 
Gloria Sern ...................................... Rita Devlin 
Gloria Sern ...................................... Scott and Cindy Ull 
Gloria Sern ...................................... Shelley Telson 
Gloria Sern ...................................... Steven and Judy Richman 
Gloria Sern ...................................... Yehuda and Jennine Shpigel 

 

Gershon Robinson Music & Art/Turtletaub Music Library Fund 
In Memory of ................................ From 
Gloria Sern ...................................... Frank Thompson and Benna Brodsky 
Gloria Sern ...................................... Leonard and Arlene Smith 

 

Ner Tamid/General Fund 
In Honor of .................................... From 
Neve Shalom- thank you for the  
aliyah I was given on Shabbat ......... Howard Sontz 
Eliot and Barbara Spack- 
Happy Anniversary .......................... Edna Sherber 
Eloise Veronica Lampf's  
conversion to Judaism  
on November 16, 2021 ................... Mark and Shelley Lampf 
Azi Richman ..................................... Rosalie Green 
Eliot and Barbara Spack-  
Happy Anniversary .......................... Rosalie Green 

 

In Memory of ................................ From 
Gloria Sern ...................................... Seymour Tabak 
Gladys Goldblatt Kuznet .................. Lewis and Merle Lefkowitz 
Steve Koster .................................... Craig and Joanna Koster 
Gloria Sern ...................................... Edna Sherber 
Gloria Sern ...................................... Stanley and Marilyn Loewenthal 

 

Prayerbook Fund 
In Honor of .................................... From 
Neve Shalom ................................... Miriam Saruya 
Neve Shalom ................................... Susan and Malvin Keller 
 
Simon & Yvonne Hayat Adult Education Fund 
In Honor of .................................... From 
Barbara and Eliot Spack .................. Judith Slutzky 

 

Susy Schwartz Fund 
In Honor of .................................... From 
Mr. and Mrs. Spack's  
60th Anniversary ............................. Scott and Cindy Ull 

We Gratefully Acknowledge 
and thank the following generous contributors to our funds: 

In Memory Of ............................... From 
Gloria Sern .......................................Linda Ripps 

 

Tikkun Olam Fund 
In Memory of ............................... From 
Gloria Sern .......................................Flora Cowen 

 

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
In Honor Of................................... From 
Neve Shalom ...................................Neve Shalom’s 55 Plus Club 

 

In Memory Of ............................... From 
Herman Tessler ...............................Martin Tessler 
Mae Sachs .......................................Stephan and Beverly Perry 
Gloria Sern .......................................Susan and Malvin Keller 
Beatrice Grossman ..........................Zelda Abrams 

Alan Stern - VP Ritual 
(ahstern1@verizon.net) 
Alan has been a member of Neve Shalom 
since 1990.  He is currently vice president for 
Ritual.  He is a frequent davener and Torah 
reader.  He is a 2020 graduate of the           
master’s program in midrash at JTS.  He is a 
retired scientist (environmental health) with a 
doctorate in public health from Columbia 

University School of Public Health.  He is a serious musician of modest 
talent.  He is married to Judith Sherman.  

Rena Kallman - VP Membership 
(renakallman@gmail.com) 
Rena settled in Metuchen in 1982 with her     
husband, David, and their one-year-old son, Josh. 
Dan and Seth were added to the family and all 
three sons spent their formative years at Neve 
Shalom. Rena recently retired from a career in 
Marketing. Leadership roles started in Rena’s USY 
days, and she has since served as a member-at-large on the boards of 
Neve Shalom and the Jewish Family (and Vocational) Service of         
Middlesex County, as well as on the Metuchen Accessibility Committee 
and the Neve Shalom Long Range Planning Committee. She has been an 
officer of the NY Metro Bank Marketing Association, the NJ Association 
of Women Business Owners and Metuchen-Edison Hadassah. Rena was 
instrumental in the 2019 merger of Metuchen-Edison and Colonia  
Chapters into “MENCH” Chapter. Since 2007, she has been Chair or     
Co-Chair of Neve Shalom’s annual Susy Schwartz Concert. Rena holds an 
MBA in Marketing and is a Certified Project Management Professional. 

Ira Grubman - Financial Secretary 
(ira701@aol.com)  
Ira has served in the role of Financial Secretary 
and on the Board of Directors since 2019.  He 
has spent much of his professional career in 
financial services and currently works as an  
independent management consultant.  He and 

wife Jamie have two children, Farrah and Aaron, both actively  involved 
at Neve Shalom.  Farrah is a high school senior, currently serving as the 
USY co-President and Aaron is a freshman at Metuchen High School.  In 
Ira’s spare time, he is also an avid NY Mets and NY Jets fan.  

mailto:ahstern1@verizon.net
mailto:renakallman@gmail.com
mailto:ira701@aol.com
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ENGLISH DATE HEBREW DATE DECEASED’S NAME MOURNER 

Neve Shalom encourages those observing the Yahrzeit of a loved one to attend our daily minyan on the day associated with the 
Hebrew date of death, as listed below, so that you may recite the Mourner’s Kaddish to honor them along with our Jewish commu-
nity.  To confirm the time of our daily morning minyan services, go to www.neveshalom.net/calendar or  
contact the synagogue office. 

1-Mar 28 Adar I Sol Horowitz Father of Susan Keller 
     Claire Grossman Mother of Gerald Grossman 
2-Mar 29 Adar Gertrude Unger Mother of Sandra Wunder 
     Miriam Teitelzweig Mother of Judith Slutzky 
     David Baras Brother of Renee Bromberg 
     Rose Gary Mother of Herbert Gary 
3-Mar 30 Adar Shari Case Sister of Hope Serratelli 
6-Mar 3 Adar II Esther Rickles Mother of Eileen Freihon 
     Barbara Suter Sister of Fredric Gross 
7-Mar 4 Adar II Marilyn Bergman Wife of Jerome Bergman 
9-Mar 6 Adar II Mortimer Gray Father of Roberta Geller 
10-Mar 7 Adar II Debra Greenberg Mother of Jonathan and Bruce Greenberg 
     Celia Korbman Grandmother of Florine Kaplan 
     Moe Wineberg Father of Larry Wineberg, Friend & Companion 
    of Marcia Horn 
     Alan Richman Father of Lincoln Richman 
12-Mar 9 Adar II Nelson Mantel Father of Stuart Mantel 
13-Mar 10 Adar II Erving Freihon Father of Arthur Freihon 
     Jack Braun Brother of Marlene Fineman 
14-Mar 11 Adar II Victoria Goldstein Mother of Fredda Robinson 
15-Mar 12 Adar II Gershon Robinson Father-in-Law of Fredda Robinson 
     Morris Burbe Father of Carole Semel 
17-Mar 14 Adar II Evelyn Greene Mother of Joyce Leslie 
18-Mar 15 Adar II Reubin Reichel Father-in-Law of Karen Reichel 
     Aaron Samuelson Father of Herbert Samuelson 
20-Mar 17 Adar II Seymour Lanton Father of David Lanton 
21-Mar 18 Adar II Norman Nacht Father of Eric Nacht 
25-Mar 22 Adar II Seymour Kaplan Father of Michael Kaplan 
     Alice Cohen Mother of Judith Cohen-Wade 
26-Mar 23 Adar II Lillian Israel Mother of Philip Israel 
28-Mar 25 Adar II Pearl Lapidus Mother-in-Law of Lenore Lapidus 
29-Mar 26 Adar II Oscar Wilsker Father of Miriam Kafker 
     Solomon Sern Father of Stacey Sern 
30-Mar 27 Adar II Claire Moskowitz Mother of Marilyn Tessler 
31-Mar 28 Adar II Irene Goldberg Mother of Edna Sherber 

Craig Koster - Recording Secretary 
(ckos5791@aol.com) 
Craig has served as the Chair of the Personnel 
Committee and been active with various   
other committees.  He and his family live in 
Metuchen and have been involved with Neve 
Shalom for over eight years.  His wife Joanna 
is active on several synagogue committees 
and his two sons, Joshua and Ari, are students 

in the Religious School.  He serves as General Counsel for a publicly-
traded REIT.  In his free time, Craig likes to spend time with his    
family, travel when possible and run.  He also serves as a co-leader of 
his son's cub scout den. 

Andrea L. Colby - Past President 
(allc37@aol.com)  
Andrea, her husband Michael and their son 
have been members of Neve Shalom since 
1994 when they moved to Metuchen from 
Manhattan.  She worked for over 35 years as 
an intellectual property attorney, including 
28 years at Johnson & Johnson, until her 
retirement in 2016.  She served Neve Shalom 
as President, Vice President, Ritual Committee Chair, and piano   
accompanist.  Andrea is Chair of the Rabbinic Search Committee and 
the Nominating Committee.  Andrea also serves on the   Mid-Atlantic 
District Council of United Synagogue of Conservative                      
Judaism.  Volunteer work outside Neve Shalom includes service as a 
board member of Young Audiences of NJ & Eastern PA and of Albany 
Law School.  She enjoys spending time with her family, making    
music, writing, weaving, Pilates, composing songs with her lyricist 
husband and entertaining the family poodles, Lily and Golda.    

http://www.neveshalom.net/calendar
mailto:ckos5791@aol.com
mailto:allc37@aol.com
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If you would like to include the name of       
someone who is ill (including yourself) to be recited for a Mi Sheberach 
(prayer for healing) when the Torah is read, please e-mail the Hebrew 

(preferred) or English name of that  individual to Steve Gross  
at stephang@optonline.net.  

 You may also contact the synagogue  office by phone 
with this information at 732-548-2238. 

 

N eve Shalom continues to  support the efforts of  
Jewish Family Service of    Middlesex County to help 

the needy by    collecting food for the  Kosher Food Pantry.  
Food donations may be left at the  synagogue in the  closet 
near the stairs next to the stage. USY will be  collecting a    
different item each month to be  donated. Please watch 
Neve Now! for more  information. Thank you for          
supporting these efforts!  

Debbie Kestin Schildkraut - Past President 
(dkestins@yahoo.com) 
Debbie has been a member of Neve Shalom for 
19 years and part of synagogue leadership for 
11 years. She has served as President, VP    
Membership, VP Education, and served and led 
multiple committees including our Community 

Conversations strategic initiative. As a life-long volunteer, she’s also 
held numerous Executive Board positions for the Southern NJ Region 
of Hadassah, and as Past President of the Metuchen Edison Chapter, 
winning the Most Improved Chapter Award and Most Innovative 
Chapter during her presidency. She was selected for a Hadassah 
Young Women’s Leadership Mission to Israel. She’s also Past        
President of the Middlesex County STEM Academy Foundation, The 
JPS High School Band Parents Association, the SUNY Albany School of 
Business Alumni Association, SUNY Albany Alumni Association, and a 
former Girl Scout Leader. Professionally, she is VP Member           
Engagement for CompTIA and has won numerous industry awards 
for her leadership in advancing diversity in technology, tech-for-good 
initiatives, mentoring, and deep involvement in community service 
initiatives. She lives in Edison with her husband Brett, children Lumi 
and Sarah, and dog Ziegler. 

Please remember Neve   Shalom with 
a gift in your will, trust, retirement       

account or life insurance policy. 

mailto:stephang@optonline.net
mailto:dkestins@yahoo.com
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Commercial Litigation, Collections and Bankruptcy 

Nationwide 

SAMUEL and JOY GRAFTON 

POPPER and GRAFTON  -  ATTORNEYS AT LAW 
 

 
 

225 West 34th Street  
Suite 1806 
New York, NY 10122-1600 

212-290-2630  

10 MAIN STREET 732-634-8500    
WOODBRIDGE, NJ 07095 732-634-1521 
800-729-0582 Fax:  732-750-0120 

MEMORIAL CENTER 

HAIMM MONUMENTS FOR 
ALL CEMETERIES 

GOLDSTEIN 

FUNERAL CHAPEL  INC. 

We value the dignity and the sanctity of the 
Jewish soul and we uphold and maintain 

reverence for the Jewish tradition. 
 

Exclusively Jewish Operated 
Conveniently Located 

Large Chapels 
 

Martin Goldstein, Mgr. 
N.J. Lic. 4025 

2015 Woodbridge Avenue, Edison 

732-777-0032 

Know someone who needs help? 

Don’t Keep It Under Your Hat! 

  
Know someone in need of help during an illness, after 

surgery, after the birth of a child, please contact the 
Mitzvah Mission. 

No Mission Is Impossible! 
tikkunolam@neveshalom.net 

732-858-1764 

mailto:tikkunolam@neveshalom.net
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Neve Shalom Jewish Community Center 

250 Grove Avenue 

Metuchen, NJ  08840 

732-548-2238 

     March 2022 — Adar I & II 5782 


