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H ere’s a funny thing about jokes: 
they can actually be very revealing.  

For example, I’m guessing that if you are 
reading this you have heard the more or 
less humorous observation that if you 
have two Jews, you will have three    
opinions.  And I would be shocked if you 
hadn’t heard the joke about the man 
stranded on the desert island who      
explains to his rescuers, “That hut is the 
synagogue where I daven, and the other 
one is the synagogue that I wouldn’t step 
foot in for all the money in the world!”  
And, those among you who are truly 
knowledgeable about Jewish humor have 
surely heard the one that ends with the 
athletic director from Yeshivah University 
coming back from the Head of the 
Charles Regatta and explaining to the 
Rosh Yeshivah, “They have eight men 
rowing and only one screaming!” 
 Maybe these jokes reveal that the 
Jewish people are not entirely            
comfortable with the way that we      
process our differences. . . . Or maybe 
they are a celebration of the fact that 
even though we might not agree on    
everything, we have found ways to stay 
in relationship with each other.  One of 
the greatest gifts of rabbinic Judaism is 
the way that it provides us with a       
tradition of normalizing difficult          
conversations and disagreements.  
 This divisive moment in history is 
severely threatening our ability to      
accommodate dissention.   Mirroring the 
tension in the world around us, the    

Jewish world is fracturing along the fault 
lines that define different perspectives 
concerning Israel, American electoral 
politics, and covid safety precautions 
among a myriad of other hot topics on 
social media. 
 Our challenge is to bring civility, 
good will, and even humor back into our 
discourse.  
 Over the course of this year, I have 
been teaching a curriculum from the 
Shalom Hartman Institute about the  
Israeli Palestinian conflict (admittedly, 
not a humorous topic.)  In addition to 
everything that we are learning about 
the way that Israel is facing this          
confounding challenge, an explicit goal 
of the curriculum is to introduce the 
power of having values based             
discussions between people who        
disagree rather than developing talking 
points that can be used to win            
arguments.   
 The Hartman scholars make every 
effort to demonstrate that even two 
people who strongly disagree can both 
base their views on valid, well thought 
through principles.  The power of this 
insight is that it enables the two         
disputants to stay in respectful           
relationship and to recognize the validity 
of the opposing view even without being 
convinced by it. 
 In the context of Israel, it might 
mean that a person who believes that 
Israel’s long term security can only be 
maintained by military strength can   

disagree with 
someone who 
thinks that Israel’s 
future must also 
be safeguarded by 
resolving Israel’s 
conflicts with the 
Palestinians while acknowledging that 
both are committed to the safety and   
succuss of the State of Israel.  Once the 
discussion becomes one of differences of 
strategy employed to achieve a shared 
goal, the conversation can be brought 
back into the discourse of the community. 
 At Neve Shalom we are not immune 
from the uncertainties of the day.  We’re 
having difficult conversations about our 
covid safety precautions, about the      
continuation of streaming our services, 
about the future of our building and the 
direction of the synagogue.  Using the 
principles of having values based           
discussions, we can continue to disagree 
with each other while elevating these  
conversations to recognize our shared 
values of inclusion, community and      
spiritual richness.   
 Recasting our challenges into         
explorations of how to implement our 
most cherished values is a way to bring 
our community back into the rabbinic  
tradition of rich intellectual and practical 
discourse.  It’s a way to strengthen the 
cohesiveness of our community in        
challenging times.  And it will give us the 
opportunity to join together in friendship, 
respect and good humor.   
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O n Sunday, Feb. 20, 2022 at 4:00 pm, 
Neve Shalom will present the Richard 

Rodgers Revue. 
 Songs from the following shows will be 
performed: 
A Connecticut Yankee, Babes in Arms, 
Betsy, Boys from Syracuse, Carousel,      
Cinderella, Do I Hear a Waltz, Flower Drum 
Song, Hollywood Party, King & I, Makers of 
Melody, No Strings, Oklahoma, Pal Joey, 
Rex, South Pacific, Spring Is Here, State 
Fair, The Sound of Music, and Two By Two 
 Talented Neve Shalom singers will  
include: Heather Johnson, Jacqueline 
Komisar, Joanna Koster, Hazzan Levin, 
Martha Mack, Debbie Schildkraut, Jeff 
Schulman, Hannah Sessler, Lynn Sessler, 
Barbara Spack, Lisa Spiegel, Abe Vorensky 
and Cantor Ben Warshawski. Piano will be 
played by Andrea Colby and Hazzan Levin 
with a special piano solo by Ben Alter. The 
show is conceived and directed by Hazzan 
Levin. 
 Please help us by sponsoring part of 
the show.  
 Select one of the shows listed above, 
and for a suggested donation of $150 you 
can be the sponsors for that musical. We 
will list your name in the program.  Show 
sponsors ($150) can bring 8 people.       
Individual donation seats $18 per person 
 Those attending in person must be fully 

Please remember Neve   Shalom with 
a gift in your will, trust, retirement       

account or life insurance policy. 

By Hazzan Sheldon Levin 

vaccinated and 
masked. 
 If you prefer to 
watch on Zoom for 
$25 we will share a 
special Zoom link.  
 Rodgers worked 
with Lorenz Hart on 
28 musicals and they 
wrote over 700 songs 
together. After Mr. 
Hart’s    untimely passing, Richard Rodgers 
collaborated with Oscar Hammerstein II on 
some of the most    successful musicals of 
the 40s and 50s. Together they won 34 
Tony Awards.  After Hammerstein’s      
passing, Rodgers wrote other shows with 
Martin Charnan, Sheldon Harnick, Stephen 
Sondheim and one where he wrote both 
the lyrics and music. We will certainly    
include many of the well-known favorites 
but will also share some pieces which you 
may not know so well and a few which are 
very rare gems. 
 For more information contact:  Hazzan 
Sheldon Levin Hazzan@NeveShalom.net. 
  
RSVP online:  https://
www.neveshalom.net/form/rodgers-
revue.html or contact the synagogue office: 
732-548-2238 x 12 

If you would like to include the name of       
someone who is ill (including yourself) to be recited for a Mi Sheberach 
(prayer for healing) when the Torah is read, please e-mail the Hebrew 

(preferred) or English name of that  individual to Steve Gross  
at stephang@optonline.net.  

 You may also contact the synagogue  office by phone 
with this information at 732-548-2238. 

 

https://www.neveshalom.net/form/rodgers-revue.html
https://www.neveshalom.net/form/rodgers-revue.html
https://www.neveshalom.net/form/rodgers-revue.html
mailto:stephang@optonline.net
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From the Synagogue President 

H appy new year everyone. May 
we all be blessed with a 

healthful 2022. 
       When the new year arrives, I 
always begin to think about getting 
ready to file my tax returns, even 
though they aren’t due for four 
more months. At Neve, January is 
also the start of building the       

operating budget for the next fiscal year. Even though Fiscal 
Year 2022-23 doesn’t begin until July 1, 2023, the Board must 
review and approve the new budget in April so the                 
congregation is able to vote on the new budget in May. And 
before April, our Treasurer, Mel Thor, the Finance Committee 
and the representatives of each budget area need several 
months to do the work of developing the new budget. 
 Right now is when we review and revise our     assumptions 
for the coming fiscal year. For example, we will assess, as best 
we are able, the further effects that the  pandemic may have on 
us. Although almost all Neve’s adult members and many       
children five and older have been vaccinated and many of our 
adult members have received boosters, we are dealing with a 
new Covid variant which appears to be highly contagious. And 
so our building use assumptions may need to be different this 
year. We were planning to hire a Clergy-Education Director and 
were looking forward to the potential cost savings that position 
could have brought. In its place, we now will be hiring a new 
Rabbi. Those costs are more difficult to predict since we must 
be competitive enough to be able to attract candidates while 
remaining fiscally sound. Membership dues and donations are 
our most important and major sources of revenue for            
everything that we undertake. Attracting new members,       
running the religious school, and any young children’s and other 
Neve programs all need to be factored in. Here’s a little more 
detail about three of these areas.  

 

Membership 
The two years prior to this fiscal year have seen a relatively  
stable membership. Eric Teboul, a Director and Finance         
Committee member, did a great job of modeling our           
membership trends. As you look further back than these years, 
we have a small trend of losing members each year. This year, 
very sadly, we have a number of members who passed away 
and others who are planning to move away from the area. A 
bright spot has been two new member households and other 
prospective families, with whom we continue to be in contact. 
The net so far this year is 270 member households, which is 
relatively in line with what it has been over the past two years. 
Although the membership numbers remain stable as of this 
writing, the income from membership dues may not meet our 
predictions from last year, and have to be estimated for next 
year. This year, the economic effects of the pandemic caught up 
with our members. More people have had difficulty with their 
dues. Ira Grubman, our Financial Secretary and Finance       

By Steve Richman 

Committee member, compassionately worked with everyone in 
this category to develop a plan that is good for them and for 
Neve. We have relied on that and his expertise in modeling the 
membership income for a number of years, with excellent    
results. I am hopeful that we can again produce a reasonable 
set of assumptions for next year’s budget. 

 

Development/Donations 
Neve depends on several important fundraising events for our 
operations each year. Examples include the High Holy Days  
Appeal, the recently concluded end of secular year appeal, the 
ad journal that honors a member or members of our Synagogue 
and mishloach manot for Purim, which is run by our Sisterhood. 
In normal times, we held one or two other major fundraising 
events such as the fun and successful Casino Night. With the 
exception of the ad journal, most of the income from these 
events comes from our members. I would love to increase the 
income we get from the surrounding community. A best      
practice for synagogues is to receive 30% of income from      
outside sources. Recent data indicate that even for our honoree 
events, we are running about half of that at best. Our High Holy 
Day Appeal plus the other related High Holy Day income fell 
short this year. It is important that we understand the reasons 
that happened in order to make the needed assumptions for 
the new budget. Jeff Schulman, our VP of Development, already 
has initial plans for the coming year. 

 

House Costs 
Our building and its appliances are old, require maintenance 
and often need repairs. We have been making repairs that are 
absolutely needed. We need to make further assumptions 
about potential repairs for next year. Our Building and Property 
Committee led by Mike Seidner, our VP of House, has been 
delving deeply into the strategic planning work started last year 
to determine how we might raise funds by reducing the size of 
our property by selling a portion off or redevelopment, and 
then with those proceeds, resize and refurbish our building. 
Such a building would cost less to operate and would provide 
flexible space to meet our size and needs. The timing of such a 
plan and the income and expenses are a factor in this year’s 
budget. Mike will be providing House estimates for next year.  

 

 Our budget also includes Administration, Education,       
Religious School and Ritual income and expenses in addition to 
the three I covered. Lawrence Dombrow, Melissa Boxer, VP of 
Education, and Harold Geller VP of Ritual, will be providing the 
budget assumptions for these areas respectively. The Finance 
Committee works with all of the budget areas to ensure        
consistency of assumptions and affordability. It is a complex and 
iterative process with constant review and reworking, especially 
when it all gets integrated into the overall operating budget. 
We now have two solid years of working together to produce 
balanced budgets. My hope is that we will be able to continue 
the trend. 
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Religious School News By Miriam Dobin, Religious School Director 

C hanukah Fun Day was an AMAZINGLY FUN 
DAY! The parents and children came    

together on the seventh day of Chanukah to 
enjoy a Chanukah themed movie, do arts and 
crafts as a team, light the menorah, recite the 
brachot/blessings, sing songs, and enjoy sweet 
treats like latkas and sufganiyot/donuts in  
honor of the chag/holiday. 
 This month we have three special        
programs and events planned: 
 January 9 we will be honoring Tu   B’She-
vat, the birthday for trees in Israel, a week 
early. Mindy Shapiro, a paper  cutting artist, 
will be teaching our third graders through He-
brew High the art of paper cutting when we 
use special tools to empower our children with 
the skill of beautifying paper design by follow-
ing a pattern to form a tree. 
 January 16 we will welcome different 
generations to visit us at school or via Zoom. 
For our second year, we will have             
Grandparents Day at Neve! To include our 
grandparents in our studies and learn together 
as a chavruta/study partner.  
 This day is also our Open School Day 
where we invite current parents and           
prospective parents with their children to visit 
our classes while in progress. 
 Very cool…my husband and I were in  
Israel over winter break and were guests at our 
twinning partner school in Holon. We met the 
teachers and students who we regularly Zoom 
with and took a video to share with our    
talmidim/students here in Hebrew High. It was 
a warm and welcoming experience. 
 We are looking forward to 4 events in 
February: 
1. February 6 - Kabbalat HaSiddur, when our 
3rd grade receives their first siddurim/prayer 
books and take on the responsibility of       
participating in synagogue services. 
2. February 11 - Our Kitot Gimmel- Hai/3rd-5th 
grade students will participate in tefillot/
prayers in the sanctuary with the congregation.  
3. February 13 - World Wide Wrap, when our 
5th/6th graders participate in tefillot/prayers 
with other adults. In preparation, our        
talmidim/students will already have learned 
about what Torah portions are contained in 
the tefillin/phylacteries, and the location of 
these verses in the Torah. 
4. February 26 – Our Kita Vav/6th grade     
participates in tefillot/ prayers in the          
sanctuary. 
  We should share much nachas/joy! 
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T he Loom Room and a wonderful experience are right in your 
backyard!  Not like Irene and Michael Babst and Bella        

Mendel, her daughter-in-law Brooke Mendel and granddaughter 
Addie Mendel, who all had to travel over an hour each way to 
have the experience of weaving a tallit.  Even with the travel, 
they loved it! 
 It is a fascinating, meaningful and rewarding experience – 
plus it’s easy!  Let us help you design and weave a Judaic        
heirloom.  Weave a tallit, challah cover, tallit bag, matzoh cover, 
afikomen bag or even a chuppah!  Make an heirloom for        
yourself, with and/or for someone special.  Give it a try!! YOU 
can do it!!    

 

To set up your own time in the Loom Room, contact: 
Jennifer Bullock at rnjbullock@aol.com OR Cory Schneider at corstan65@gmail.com  

 

**NOTE: Currently, all weavers must be fully vaccinated and wear masks while walking throughout the building. 

Irene & Michael Babst  Bella, Addie & Brooke Mendel 

T his past summer, I had the incredible opportunity to travel to Israel 
with fifty-two of my best friends through the NFTY in Israel        

Adventure 2.0 program. At Camp Harlam, the sleepaway camp I have 
attended for the past seven summers, campers going into their junior 
year of high school usually go on a trip to Israel. Although my original 
trip for the summer of 2020 was cancelled due to the pandemic, it was 
fortunately rescheduled for 2021.  
 After a ten hour flight and many long lines at the Ben Gurion   
Airport, our bus full of exhausted teenagers stepped out into a warm 
Jerusalem afternoon, ready to begin our adventure. Our itinerary   
began in Jerusalem as we explored the rich history of the Jewish     
people. At the archaeological dig and cave walk, I learned about the 
way of life of the people who inhabited this land thousands of years 
ago. At the Jerusalem Museum and the Western Wall, I learned about 
the destruction of the Second Temple and the resilience of our       
ancestors. And finally, in the shuk, I learned how to bargain, 
attempting conversation in Hebrew and buying more jewelry than I 
could possibly need.  
 Our next stop brought us down south to the Negev Desert.      
Despite my initial apprehension, the three days we spent in the desert 
quickly became my favorite and most meaningful experience from the 
trip. We spent the first night at the K’far Hanokdim Bedouin tents, 
riding camels and eating delicious food. We were woken up before 
four in the morning on our second day to climb Masada so we could 
beat the sun and watch it rise from the top of the mountain. Our   
counselors brought us to the very edge, and we yelled “Am Yisrael 
Chai” out into the distance. To my surprise, I heard our own voices 
echoing back louder, over and over, and I realized how powerful it was 
to stand in the place where the Jewish rebels decided they would   
rather die than be captured by the Romans and say “We are still here.” 
That night, I led music around the campfire on a borrowed guitar and 
we slept, not in tents, but in sleeping bags under the stars. The next 
day, we did one last hike to the top of a smaller mountain with the 
most incredible view; from the top, we could see all the way to Egypt, 
Saudi Arabia, and Jordan. We each found a quiet place for ourselves to 
sit and reflect. I gazed out at the horizon, feeling very small but also 

very moved. Here were four countries with a tense history, and yet 
from my spot on the mountain, I couldn’t tell where the border of 
Egypt ended and the border of Israel began. As we boarded the bus 
that would take us to Tel Aviv, I watched the desert landscape pass by, 
sand dunes turning to skyscrapers, and I realized that I did not miss my 
phone during those three days in the desert. Instead, I appreciated the 
small moments I shared with my friends, lamenting about our feet 
hurting on a hike or whispering ghost stories when we could not sleep 
because of the pointy rocks we were lying on.  
 When we arrived in Tel Aviv, we met six Israeli teenagers who 
would spend the remainder of the trip with us. They came with us to 
Haifa, where we visited the Baha’i gardens and swam in the            
Mediterranean Sea. We even happened to be staying at the same   
Kibbutz hotel as a famous Israeli family called the Buzaglos, who we 
had an impromptu dance party with one night. During our time in  
Haifa, we learned about Israeli culture from our new friends. My  
roommates and I also learned a very important lesson: always check 
your bed for fire ants! 
 As our trip came to an end, we returned to Jerusalem once more 
to stay at Kibbutz Tzuba and learn more about the different people 
that live in Israel today. We met with a Haredi couple, a man from a 
Druze village, a panel of Israelis and Palestinians, and an Arab Israeli 
woman who cooked us lunch and taught us about her experiences 
living in Israel, all of which were informative and very eye-opening.  
 Although I’ve been to Israel before with my family, this experi-
ence was full of friendship, learning, and personal growth, and has had 
a profound impact on my life. I’m so grateful to the Suzy Schwartz 
Memorial Scholarship for giving me this wonderful opportunity, and 
memories that will last a lifetime.  

Israel Adventure 2.0 By Maya Kushner 

mailto:RNJBULLOCK@aol.com
mailto:corstan65@gmail.com


Neve Shalom BulletinJANUARY 2022 

6 

Life on the Virus Task Force at Neve Shalom 

I n February 2020, when most folks were minding their own 
business and living their best lives, I was getting weekly – 

then daily – text updates from my employer, Hackensack      
Meridian Health at JFK Medical Center. There was a new coro-
navirus that was spreading rapidly and appeared to be airborne, 
so we were getting safety, protocol, and policy updates with 
increasing frequency as the virus began occurring in our highly 
populated region.  
 In early March 2020, the president of Neve Shalom         
convened a task force of volunteers – members of Neve with 
medical and/or epidemiological backgrounds to help guide   
decisions about how to protect our members. When she asked 
me (a nurse), two doctors, a Rutgers public health professor, 
and a local public official, I am certain that we had no thought 
that we would still be here eighteen months later. 
 The lockdowns put a quick end to the need for our services.  
When we reconvened after some false starts, our membership 
had changed slightly. Our composition now is three physicians, 
two nurses, a professor of epidemiology, the president (of the 
shul) and the rabbi, with a non-medical chairman. We have met 
nearly weekly since June of 2020, and I would like to tell you a 
little bit about the experience. 
 Some of you are old enough to remember what             
compromise looks like. We do not see many examples of it   
anymore in the world. Compromise is hard, but it is better than 
no progress, better than recalcitrance, and is preceded by    
listening and consideration.  So, we on the committee spend a 
great deal of time reading peer-reviewed literature, comparing 
local and national data, and listening to our patients and our 
fellow members. Then we meet and debate how to walk a fine 
line between bringing a community hungry for each other back 
together and protecting those among us who are vulnerable 
and alone.  
 However, we each filter our knowledge through our       
experiences and the populations on whom we attend. Like any 
group, we have liberal, conservative, and moderate opinions 
(about Covid-19 and how to deal with it – we never talk         
politics!). When any group has specific ask, we invite a           

representative to come to share their position and propose a 
solution. During the last year and a half, we have had House 
ask how to implement safe cleaning, Ritual whether to have in 
person High Holyday services, Education ask about children’s 
services, Youth ask how to meet safely, Men’s Club ask for  
parameters in events, and we do our best to find a solution. I 
think it is probably not a surprise to learn that not everyone 
likes our proposed solutions. 
 What I have found incredible – in the original sense of the 
word – is the amount of disinformation, “fake news” if you 
will, that abounds. In the beginning, people would approach 
me with VTF decisions – I and a few other members had no 
idea where they were coming from. After several of those  
incidents, the committee became more attuned to the need 
for consensus across the committee.  Now the rumors come 
from the congregation.  I heard the other day that VTF had 
banned USY from the building until it was less than 40 degrees 
outside!  I don’t know who invented that story, but I know it 
didn’t come from us.  
 We understand that people are tired of feeling deprived. 
We understand that other people are tired of feeling scared 
and threatened. We know what other synagogues are doing. 
Most of us also know what it looks like to have more deaths in 
a day than any one place should. What our goal is now – and 
always has been – is to bring us back to Neve Shalom, to     
celebrate together, to mourn together, to be together; but we 
want to do it in a way that does not risk our friends.   
 Who are our friends? The elderly who are at higher risk of 
serious disease. The children who need personal interaction 
for social development. The employees who must be there to 
keep our facility running. The teens who need to secure a 
strong attachment to Judaism before they leave for college. 
The adults who need their friendships to help rid them of   
anxiety or anger – about this virus and its implications. Every 
week, we consider all our friends. We will continue to meet. 
We will move toward opening more fully, cautiously,         
hopefully, and with a lot of compromise.  And we will continue 
to   listen to you all.  
 Thanks for reading.   Thanks for understanding.  If you 
have questions, just ask us. 
 
B’shalom, 
Christina B Daniels, MSN, RNC-LRN, CLC 
Virus Task Force Member 
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Deborah Anes Memorial Youth Fund 
In Memory of ................................ From 
Selma Jacowitz—mother of  
Amy Opitz ........................................ Alan and Sue Horwitz 

 

Education Fund 
In Honor of .................................... From 
Neve Shalom ................................... Lauren G. Russell-Pank 
In Memory of ................................ From 
Daniel Dobbs ................................... Stephan Gross and Judith Harrison 

 

Gershon Robinson Music & Art/Turtletaub Music Library Fund 
In Memory of ................................ From 
Selma Jacowitz ................................ Fredda Robinson 
Rose Kaufman ................................. Fredda Robinson 

 

Ner Tamid/General Fund 
In Honor of .................................... From 
Boyt Drugs ....................................... Charlotte Sheratsky 
Neve Shalom—thank you for  
the Metuchen Cheer space ............. Delaney Fackler 
Neve Shalom—thank you for 
 the Metuchen Cheer space ............ James Meehan 
Neve Shalom—thank you for 
 the Metuchen Cheer space ............ Jessica Staggard 
Neve Shalom—thank you for  
the Metuchen Cheer space ............. Marcio Daniel 
Neve Shalom—thank you for 
 the Metuchen Cheer space ............ Michelle Coyle 
Robbie Geller .................................. Rita Devlin 
Manny Leventhal, Happy  
90th Birthday .................................. Samuel and Lynn Riskin 
Neve Shalom—thank you for  
the Metuchen Cheer space ............. Victoria Grew 
In Memory of ................................ From 
Yahrzeit ........................................... Arlene Orson 
Rose Kaufman ................................. Charlotte Sheratsky 
Daniel Dobbs ................................... Cory and Stanley Schneider 
Selma Jacowitz ................................ Daniel and Corinne Rushefsky 
Selma Jacowitz ................................ Edna Sherber 
Ralph Steinhardt ............................. Hyla Epstein and Family 
Rose Kaufman—a long time  
member of Neve Shalom ................ Jane Spiegel 
Alice Cohen  .................................... Leslie Cohen Schulman 
Paul Cohen ...................................... Leslie Cohen Schulman 
Rose Kaufman  ................................ Leslie Spiegel 
Abraham Fineman ........................... Marlene Fineman 
Rose Kaufman ................................. Mitch Grossman 
Emil Kalfus ....................................... Richard A. Kalfus 
Esther Kalfus ................................... Richard A. Kalfus 
Sam Rand ........................................ Stanley and Marilyn Loewenthal 
Selma Jacowitz ................................ Stephan Gross and Judith Harrison 
Selma Jacowitz—mother of 
Amy Opitz ........................................ Susan and Malvin Keller 
L. Arthur Maltby .............................. Yehuda and Jennine Shpigel 

 

Simon & Yvonne Hayat Adult Education Fund 
In Memory of ................................ From 
Amy Preminger Artman .................. Alan and Sue Horwitz 
Amy Artman .................................... Dean and Julia Assimos 
 

We Gratefully Acknowledge 
and thank the following generous contributors to our funds: 

Amy Artman ................................... Marc and Lynne Preminger 
Amy Artman ................................... Marilynn and Dennis Buchenholz 

 

Tikkun Olam Fund 
In Memory of ................................ From 
Selma Jacowitz—mother of 
Amy Opitz ....................................... Flora Cowen 

 

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
In Honor of ................................... From 
Rabbi Rosin—thank you for  
adding your special touch to  
Jordyn Paige's naming .................... Alan and Sue Horwitz 
In Memory of ................................ From 
L. Arthur Maltby—father of  
Nancy Shlossman ............................ Alan and Sue Horwitz 
Evelyn Braunstein— 
beloved mother .............................. Alan and Sue Horwitz 
Morton Braunstein— 
beloved father ................................ Alan and Sue Horwitz 
L. Arthur Maltby ............................. Alan Solomon and Heidi Haiken 
Rose Kaufman ................................. Frances and Tim Wagner 
Pearl Faber ..................................... Irwin and Joyce Slurzberg 
L. Arthur Maltby ............................. Kenneth and Aimee Braverman 
Bernard Perry ................................. Stephan and Beverly Perry 
Bennett Greenhouse ...................... Stephan and Beverly Perry 
Leon Greenhouse ........................... Stephan and Beverly Perry 
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Is Superman circumcised? 
Sunday, January 16, 2022 at 11:00 am 

 

T he following article from the Jerusalem Post 
will give insights into the topic. 

       Superman is possibly the most famous man 
in the world. Some know him best from the 
Christopher Reeve movies, others from the 
1950s TV show, or the comics, or cartoons, or 
some piece of paraphernalia. 
       Either way, the septuagenarian superhero 
(he turns 75 this June, though he doesn’t look a 
day over 30) is a household name from         
Tasmania to Timbuktu. 
       He’s an original American icon, a hero of 
unwavering virtue – and he’s Jewish. 

 Since when is Superman Jewish? Well, since the very beginning, it 
turns out. Superman first appeared in June 1938 in Action Comics #1 and 
quickly became part of America’s, and the world’s, cultural lexicon. He is 
the first of the superheroes, giving birth to our modern-day mythology 
and what are arguably the most commercially viable properties in     
showbiz. And it all started with two nebbish Jewish boys named Jerry 
Siegel and Joe Shuster. 
 With the clouds of World War II gathering over the eastern horizon, 
Jews needed a new golem to believe in. Not quite the big blue Boy Scout 
he is today, Superman was a pugnacious New Deal liberal, fighting Nazi 
pastiches years before the US entered the war. In one “imaginary” story 
he even confronted Hitler himself, stating how he’d like to give him a 
“strictly non- Aryan” sock on the jaw. A curious choice of words for an 
ideal Aryan. 
 Those few who have commented on Superman’s Jewish roots have 
usually pointed to his Kryptonian name, Kal-El, as meaning in Hebrew 
“voice or vessel of God.” They are right in that the suffix “El,” found in the 
names of angels like Michael and Gabriel and prophets like Israel and 
Daniel, means god (lower case “g,” not the proper noun). But “Kal” isn’t 
the root of voice or vessel. 
 Voice – kol – is a rootless noun, and vessel – kli – is spelled          
differently. At best they’re homonymous, and trying to shoehorn some 
meaning into things waters them down. Still, while skeptics have argued 
that this is typical postmodern deconstructionism reading too readily into 
things, it’s difficult to imagine that Siegel and Shuster were both oblivious 
to such evocative meaning, ubiquitous in the language of the synagogue 
and high holidays. 
 Another telling feature is the Man of Steel’s secret identity,          
mild-mannered reporter Clark Kent. It’s a superhero tradition he adapted 
from the Jewish émigrés, who came to America and anglicized their name 
and appearance to pass for gentiles. But unlike other superheroes, he 
actually has a triple identity: one is Kal-El, his ethnic birth name and   
cultural heritage. 
 The other is Clark Kent, the “act” through which the world sees him 
– a bright schlemiel, very much the Jewish typecast even then, which 
Siegel and Shuster fit themselves. And then there’s Superman, protector 
of humanity, who’s the heritage of the immigrant and the values of his 
adoptive culture combined to create the most powerful being. 
 Superman is essentially a promise to the American people that   
taking in immigrant refugees will pay off. 
 An important message at a time when ships full of Jews were turned 
back to Europe. 

 What truly substantiates Superman’s Jewishness is his        
unmistakable parallel to the Biblical Moses. Baby Moses is the last 
son of Israel, sent down the Nile River in a small craft of bulrushes 
to save him from the looming extermination of all newborn males. 
In a clear parallel, baby Superman is the last son of Krypton, sent 
down the Milky Way in a small space craft to save him from the 
imminent destruction of his people. They’re both castaways,      
refugees fleeing genocide, and orphans. Both are foundlings; baby 
Kal-El is discovered amid the amber waves of grain on a Kansas 
farm, whereas Moses is found by the papyrus reeds along the river 
bank. Both are then raised by people not their own, oblivious to 
their true birthright until adulthood. 
 Their chrysalis stages correspond too. Moses walks across the 
desert to Midian, where he encounters God in the form of a burning 
bush. Superman crosses the North Pole to his Fortress of Solitude, 
where his father manifests as a hologram from ice. They both, while 
reluctant at first, return to their people as their greatest savior. 
 Once juxtaposed, it’s clear that Moses is the precursor to   
Superman. Yet in the public zeitgeist Superman is typically          
considered a Christ figure. There’s certainly enough symbolism to 
match – from Marlon Brando sending him to Earth to save mankind 
in Superman: The Movie, to being virtually crucified in the pilot 
episode of Smallville, to the heavy-handed resurrection allegory 
in Superman Returns. But these are anecdotal similarities, added 
years after Superman’s debut by gentile writers and artists. 
Thematically, the Superman mythos is far more apposite to Moses 
than to Jesus. He wasn’t sent to Earth by his father to save us from 
ourselves; he was sent to safety by parents desperate to save him 
from inevitable doom. He wasn’t preordained for greatness by 
birthright; it was by the circumstance of his escape. 
  He didn’t grow up shouldering the burden of his destiny; he 
discovered it only upon adulthood. 
 And as “man of the people” as Jesus may have been, he wasn’t 
a commoner – he was raised as one, but to Christians he’s both 
royalty and divinity, heir to Kind David by lineage and to God by 
conception. Superman, like Moses, came from an unremarkable 
background (he wasn’t “super” on Krypton) and was entrusted with 
immense power and responsibility by mere fate. This overcoming of 
tragedy and rise to greatness is what Superman echoes Moses in, 
and what makes him a true “Mensch of Steel.” 
 But perhaps it’s best that Superman’s Jewish identity remain a 
secret. After all, much of the story in a comic book takes place not 
in the panels, but in the gaps between – the “gutters” – where  
hidden action and meaning are left for the reader to fill in. 
 Roy Schwartz (pictured below, right) is a former columnist for 
Ynet News. He lives in New York City, where he works as a freelance 
writer and adjunct professor of English at 
CUNY. This article is based on his graduate 
thesis, Is Superman Circumcised? The Jew-
ish Heroic Figure from the Bible to Comics, 
which won second place at the 2012 NYU 
thesis competition. 
 There is no admission fee for this in-
formative and entertaining talk, thanks to 
a generous contribution from Gilbert & 
Claudie Hayat. The talk will be available in 
person at Neve Shalom (vaccinations and 
masks required) and online at our usual 
Shabbat and Program zoom link. 

Guest Speaker:  Roy Schwartz 
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ENGLISH DATE HEBREW DATE DECEASED’S NAME MOURNER 

Neve Shalom encourages those observing the Yahrzeit of a loved one to attend our daily minyan on the day associated with the 
Hebrew date of death, as listed below, so that you may recite the Mourner’s Kaddish to honor them along with our Jewish commu-
nity.  To confirm the time of our daily morning minyan services, go to www.neveshalom.net/calendar or  
contact the synagogue office. 

1-Jan 28 Tevet Daniel Emmer Brother of Kenneth Emmer 
3-Jan 1 Shevat Suzanne Gross Mother of Stephan Gross 
   Harriet Susan Schwartz Sister of Marilyn Stone 
   Nathan Rubinstein Father of Marvin Rubinstein 
4-Jan 2 Shevat Sarah Wernik Grandmother of Charlotte Sheratsky 
   Jacob Hacker Father of Peter and Martin Hacker 
   Betty Wise Sister of Stanley Schneider,  
    Aunt of Steven Schneider 
   Ellison Scheck Grandfather of Mindy Osterman 
   Luba Perlman Sister-in-Law of Barbara Reed 
   E. Harry Korbman Father of Florine Kaplan 
5-Jan 3 Shevat Florence Zelizer Mother of Gerald Zelizer 
   Jack Romm Father of Martin Romm 
   Earle Schlitt Father of Ira Schlitt 
   Golda Winn Grandmother of Adam Glinn 
6-Jan 4 Shevat Abraham Saruya Father-in-Law of Miriam Saruya 
8-Jan 6 Shevat Zorach Duke Father of Seymour Tabak 
   Louis S. Goldberg Father of Edna Sherber 
   Murray Keller Father of Malvin Keller 
9-Jan 7 Shevat Freda Falk Grandmother of Richard Bullock 
   Sarah Koflowitz Mother of Marilyn Bergman 
   Lucy Breitbart Mother of Caroline Seidner,  
    Grandmother of Shira Skolnick 
   William Kuznetzoff Father of Sidney Krane 
11-Jan 9 Shevat Freda Clarkson Mother of Charles Clarkson 
12-Jan 10 Shevat Joseph Fox Father of Susan Vonsover 
   Mae Sachs Grandmother of Beverly Perry 
13-Jan 11 Shevat Stanley Cohen Father of Francine Cohen 
   Ruth Schonberger Sister-in-Law of Frances Schonberger 
   Ida Wernik Mother of Charlotte Sheratsky,  
    Grandmother of Ellen Schimmel 
   Gloria Preminger Mother-in-Law of Ira Artman 
14-Jan 12 Shevat Abraham Wernik Father of Charlotte Sheratsky,  
    Grandfather of Ellen Schimmel 
16-Jan 14 Shevat Evelyn H. Lemerman Mother of David Lemerman 
   Morris Gary Father of Herbert Gary 
17-Jan 15 Shevat Ethel Cicchino Mother of William Cicchino 
   Edward Hecht Father of Sharon Zlotnick 
   Shirley Silver Mother of Marlene Strauss 
   Gladys Goldblatt  Kuznet Mother of Merle Lefkowitz 
   Albert Schrob Father of Donna Wink 
   Mollie R. Ginsburg Mother of Marcia Horn 
18-Jan 16 Shevat Morris Breitbart Father of Caroline Seidner 
19-Jan 17 Shevat Esther Reichel Mother-in-Law of Karen Reichel 
   Sara Lea Miller Grandmother of Ronald Becker 
   Suzanne Reese Cousin of Miriam Kafker 
20-Jan 18 Shevat Deborah Kaplan Sister of Gerald Zelizer 
   Geri Oldman Sister of Eleanor Massey 
   David Tolins Father of Madeline Tolins 
   Leib Janovitz Father of Eugene Janovitz 
21-Jan 19 Shevat Arnold Storfer Brother of Stanley Storfer 
22-Jan 20 Shevat Anna Baras Mother of Renee Bromberg 
   Beth Fendell Sister of Pamela Berenfeld 
   Molly Zigman Mother of Gail Kanar 

http://www.neveshalom.net/calendar
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ENGLISH DATE HEBREW DATE DECEASED’S NAME MOURNER 

22-Jan 20 Shevat Jack Podelsky Father of Abe Podelsky 
23-Jan 21 Shevat  Julius Wise Brother-in-Law of Stanley Schneider,  
    Uncle of Steven Schneider 
   Marion Shepard Mother of Andrew Shepard 
   Paul Johnsen Father of Christine Becker 
   Clara Scherl Grandmother of Robin Horwitz 
   Jay L. Ash Great-Uncle of Adam Glinn 
24-Jan 22 Shevat Rose Steinberg Grandmother of Sheila Rabinowitz 
   Haskell Askin Brother of Miriam Saruya 
   Oscar Thor Father of Merrill Thor 
   Sally Shimanowitz Mother of Ronald Shimanowitz 
25-Jan 23 Shevat Rose Sokolik Mother of Dorothy Rubinstein 
   Muriel Sherman Mother of Michael Sherman 
26-Jan 24 Shevat Jerry Greenberg First Husband of Sandra Wunder 
   Regina Neugroschel Mother of Eric Neugroschel 
   Carolyn Newman Mother of Jonathan Newman 
   Anabel Labendz Mother of Abigail Garb 
27-Jan 25 Shevat Stanley Kleiman Father of Michael Kleiman 
   Tessie Hoffman Mother-in-Law of Philip Schreiber 
   Jerry Buckbinder Uncle of Nancy Lipschutz 
   Milton Buchbinder Father of Flora Cowen 
   Estelle Weinstein Mother-in-Law of Karen Newman 
28-Jan 26 Shevat Harry Nieman Father of Sondra Caplan 
   Charles Rudin Father of Stuart Rudin 
   Alicia Newman Wife of Walter Newman 
   Mary Gottlieb Grandmother of Elissa Glinn 
29-Jan 27 Shevat Laura Richman Mother of Steven Richman 
   Louis Kaminowitz Father of Susan Berlin 
   Doris Heisler Mother of Faith Heisler 
   Robert Slobobien Son of Stanley and Gail Slobodien 
30-Jan 28 Shevat Max Blum Grandfather of Karen Newman 
   Robert Boxer Brother of Keith Boxer 
31-Jan 29 Shevat Milton Joseph Schreiber Brother of Philip Schreiber 
   Muriel Opitz Mother of Brian Opitz 
   Ida Mikelonis Mother of Elaine Glick 
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TORAH READERS 
Melissa Boxer ........................ 1 
Jake Bullock ........................... 1 
Andrea Colby ......................... 2 
Lawrence Dombrow .............. 1 
Eric Goldman ......................... 1 
Rosalie Green ........................ 2 
Bruce Greenberg ................... 2 
Rena Kallman ......................... 3 
Elliot Kramer .......................... 1 
Karen Newman ...................... 5 
Aron Richman ........................ 1 
Mark Rosenfield .................... 2 
Michele Rosenfield ................ 4 
Daniel Rushefsky ................... 1 
Adam Schlitt .......................... 1 
Stacey Sern ............................ 5 
Alan Solomon ........................ 1 
Barbara Spack ........................ 5 
Alan Stern .............................. 2 
 
HAFTARAH 
Andrea Colby 
Karen Newman 
Barbara Spack 
Larry Wineberg 

Neve Shalom would like to thank the 
following people for chanting Torah 
during November.    
T=Teen  JR=Junior  N=New Reader 
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Commercial Litigation, Collections and Bankruptcy 

Nationwide 

SAMUEL and JOY GRAFTON 

POPPER and GRAFTON  -  ATTORNEYS AT LAW 
 

 
 

225 West 34th Street  
Suite 1806 
New York, NY 10122-1600 

212-290-2630  

10 MAIN STREET 732-634-8500    
WOODBRIDGE, NJ 07095 732-634-1521 
800-729-0582 Fax:  732-750-0120 

MEMORIAL CENTER 

HAIMM MONUMENTS FOR 
ALL CEMETERIES 

GOLDSTEIN 

FUNERAL CHAPEL  INC. 

We value the dignity and the sanctity of the 
Jewish soul and we uphold and maintain 

reverence for the Jewish tradition. 
 

Exclusively Jewish Operated 
Conveniently Located 

Large Chapels 
 

Martin Goldstein, Mgr. 
N.J. Lic. 4025 

2015 Woodbridge Avenue, Edison 

732-777-0032 

Know someone who needs help? 

Don’t Keep It Under Your Hat! 

  
Know someone in need of help during an illness, after 

surgery, after the birth of a child, please contact the 
Mitzvah Mission. 

No Mission Is Impossible! 
tikkunolam@neveshalom.net 

732-858-1764 

mailto:tikkunolam@neveshalom.net
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Neve Shalom Jewish Community Center 

250 Grove Avenue 

Metuchen, NJ  08840 

732-548-2238 

     January 2022 — Tevet/Shevat 5782 


