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A s I write this, we are both preparing 
for Passover and also marking the 

first anniversary of social distancing 
(which is a wholly inadequate way to 
describe the complete disruption of our 
lives, our families and of this synagogue 
community which resulted from the  
outbreak of the coronavirus.) 
 The concept arising out of the    
Passover Haggadah that helps us to   
reframe this unredeemable year in the 
context of the Festival of our               
Redemption is the middah or divine 
attribute of savlanut.  The Hebrew word 
savlanut is inadequately translated into 
English as “patience” but the Hebrew 
word has more nuance than that. 
 “Patience” in English means         
remaining composed in the face of a  
potentially aggravating circumstance.  
The word, savlanut contains the Hebrew 
root, sevel, or suffering.  In other words, 
in English, patience is little more than not 
growing upset.  In Hebrew it means   
being fully present to the challenges and 
even the suffering and loss that are parts 
of every life, examining them and placing 
them into a larger context so that we can 
learn from them and respond              
appropriately.  
 We learn about savlanut in the 19th 
century Jewish tradition of Mussar.  The 
Mussar rabbis teach that, like every di-
vine trait, savlanut is a practice, not a 
goal.  Mastering the characteristic does 

not mean living with an equanimity that 
cannot be shaken.  It means evaluating 
each moment and arriving at the proper 
level of emotional response.               
Overreacting manifests as reactivity and 
rashness.  An overabundance of calm 
manifests as complacency, even in      
situations in which a response is          
required.  
 The Hassidic rabbi, Rabbi Bunim 
teaches that, at the beginning of the 
Passover story, God chose to intercede 
on our behalf and to delivered us from 
our suffering in Egypt because God 
feared that after centuries of servitude, 
we were becoming so accustomed to 
our suffering that we were no longer 
acknowledging it and responding to it, 
even as the oppression was increasing.  
God appeared to Moses out of divine 
concern that we were become so       
inappropriately patient that we might 
lose the impulse to seek our freedom.   
 Through our experience of the    
Exodus each year, we learn that the 
suffering of the Israelites in Egypt was 
intended to spur us on to action and to 
teach us empathy for others who suffer 
and that our power comes not from our 
ability to impose our will onto others as 
the Egyptians had, but rather to reach 
out with compassion and to love and 
support not only our brothers and     
sisters, but also the strangers among us. 

 This year has 
been replete with 
grief and solitude 
and frustration 
and loss.  The 
practice of savla-
nut requires us to 
acknowledge this reality and not to turn 
away -- and it invites us to think about the 
proper responses to the hardships that we 
have all shared.  As we turn hopefully  
towards the promise of a spring and    
summer marked by the dissemination of 
the vaccines and the beginning of a slow 
return to normalcy, we cannot forget that 
vigilance is still called for.  The Festival of 
Passover and the middah of savlanut teach 
us that we need not give in to fear or   
panic, but neither are we free to become 
complacent or to forget our                     
responsibilities to take care of ourselves 
and to extend support and compassion to 
everyone around us. 
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W hen Purim festivities conclude, many Jewish families move 
quickly into Passover cleaning and shopping mode. They 

invite guests to their seder and make lists of the many tasks to do 
and things to purchase. While these chores are time consuming 
and often overwhelming I would like to suggest some other ways 
to prepare ourselves for this year’s socially separated Passover 
holiday. Last year we learned how to include family and friends at 
our seder on Zoom. Rabbi Rosin will be sharing a workshop on 
March 10 on how to do that and what creative things to include. 

On Wednesday, March 3, I will present a workshop of Pesach tunes you can add to your seder
(s). This folder: https://www.dropbox.com/sh/4yhzhz8bn6mcavc/
AADHW6mO3Dd3OhIG2kmZ0LjJa?dl=0 has recordings of old and new settings. There is also a 
transliterated song sheet in the folder.  
 This year, Rabbi Rosin and I are leading a  
communal seder on Zoom on March 28. A flyer in this 
bulletin will share more information about how to 
register along with the link. It will be fun, engaging, 
short and a good way to celebrate together in this 
time of distancing. 
 If you are my Facebook friend, I will share many 
music video parodies to get in the spirit of the holiday. 
From numerous “Let It Go” rewrites to both old and 
new songs, you can have a few laughs to release the Passover cleaning stress. If you have 
Spotify or Alexa you can find many Passover tunes their as well. 
 Print a songsheet: http://holidays.juda.com/passover-songs.shtml, http://www.jr.co.il/
humor/passover.htm  or http://sedersforyou.tripod.com/#songs Each have many songs from 
Broadway, Disney or the Beatles to spice up your seders.  That last site is done by the same 
people who publish Three Hundred Ways To Say The Four Questions. From around the world 
in many languages to unusual ways like Pig Latin or Klingon, you will find amusing new insights 
into the Four Questions. You can order it at: http://whyisthisnight.com/orders.html 

     Assign Parts: Some people enjoy taking ownership of a  
specific part of the seder. Rather than the “leader” doing it all, it 
might be nice to pre-assign different participants to plan how to 
present one of the 14 parts of the seder. We will be doing that 
for our communal seder as well. 
     New Discussion Ideas: http://www.learnhebrewpod.com/
explore/jewish-holidays/passover/discuss has new ideas than 
you might want to bring into your Seder.  Ron Wolfson’s book, 
published by Federation of Men’s Club http://www.amazon.com/
Passover-Second-Edition-Spiritual-Celebration/dp/1580231748 is 

filled with information about Passover and the seder and ways to make your seder  
participatory.  Passover Parodies by Shoshana Hantman has cute short plays people at the 
table or on Zoom can easily read and enjoy. 
 Think up activities to keep people engaged. From  
puppets representing the symbols to masks for each plague, 
from hand signs for each section of the seder to finding the 
afikoman after dinner, there are so many ways to engage 
every one of every age.  After we say the blessing for karpas 
(green vegetable) near the beginning of the seder, my family 
puts out on the table carrot sticks, cucumber and celery slices 
and permit people to keep chewing on these. This helps 
avoid the famous fifth question “When do we eat?”. 
 I hope your Passover preparations go easily and that 
your seders and holiday are wonderful, safe, celebrations. Chag sameach! 

Please remember Neve   Shalom with 
a gift in your will, trust, retirement       

account or life insurance policy. 

By Hazzan Sheldon Levin 

 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/4yhzhz8bn6mcavc/AADHW6mO3Dd3OhIG2kmZ0LjJa?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/4yhzhz8bn6mcavc/AADHW6mO3Dd3OhIG2kmZ0LjJa?dl=0
http://holidays.juda.com/passover-songs.shtml
http://www.jr.co.il/humor/passover.htm
http://www.jr.co.il/humor/passover.htm
http://sedersforyou.tripod.com/#songs
http://whyisthisnight.com/orders.html
http://www.learnhebrewpod.com/explore/jewish-holidays/passover/discuss
http://www.learnhebrewpod.com/explore/jewish-holidays/passover/discuss
http://www.amazon.com/Passover-Second-Edition-Spiritual-Celebration/dp/1580231748
http://www.amazon.com/Passover-Second-Edition-Spiritual-Celebration/dp/1580231748
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From the Synagogue President 

T he Hebrew month of 
Nissan is often    

referred to as the “first 
month”, although we 
celebrate our “New Year” 
during Rosh Hashanah 
(“Head of the Year”) in 
the fall.  Nissan is the time 
that we start to see the 
reawakening of life in 
nature—plants send out 
their first tender shoots 
into the world and      
migratory birds return to 
our yards.  And, we     
celebrate Pesach, when 

we mark annually our journey out of Egypt and forward into the    
future of our people.  Right now, we have gone through a difficult and 
challenging period, standing on the border of being able to return to a 
semblance of our pre-COVID, “normal” life.  This is, therefore, a good 
time for us to examine where we’ve been as well as the time to plan 
intentionally the pathway we will forge to a vibrant, sustainable   
future as a Jewish community. 
 Due to our current circumstances, while still more or less in 
“shutdown” mode, this is a good time for us to reflect on where 
we’ve been, what we’ve learned over the past year and to plan where 
we will be going.  In the past, we have made certain important    
choices about how to address our budget issues and our physical 
venue concerns.  Nonetheless, life around us has changed in recent 
years and we find ourselves with new challenges that we must      
address. 
 Many members of our community have recently expressed deep 
concerns about our future:  questioning our financial resources,    
opining that our budget is out of control, that the “demographics” in 
our surroundings are changing, that we are losing members.  For the 
past year, many of our community have expressed great worry about 
our long-term issues due to the very real and urgent demands created 
by the novel coronavirus-19 pandemic.    
 Let’s first look at what we have learned about our resources and 
our needs.  We have many fantastic and dedicated volunteers.     
However, there are important tasks around the shul that are         
substantially or even completely reliant on our volunteers, who have 
other obligations and are not always able to handle those tasks.  The 
world of social media and communications to reach out beyond our 
walls has grown tremendously over the past ten years and we must 
grow our social media and communications plans and platforms as 
well.  We have many very generous donors and our stewardship of 
our donors could be improved tremendously.  We love our home at 
250 Grove Avenue, and our restrooms have plumbing problems, the 
ceiling tiles in the Ballroom collapse and there is a myriad of other 
updates that would make our home more comfortable and            
welcoming.   
 What have we learned about our strengths over the past year?  
We have a devoted, generous and creative community:  so many of us 
have gone out of our way to take care of each other through the  
pandemic; we are capable of addressing challenges in a robust way, 
finding ways to reach out to each, meet and pray on a virtual basis; 
and when our community needs financial help, we have found ways 

By Andrea L. Colby 

to give.  We have suffered no net loss in our membership.  We have 
incredibly deep resources in so many ways, including financial.  So we 
are utilizing those resources to look strategically at our future. 
 In the spirit of looking forward and mapping out the next five 
years (as opposed to the next 40—we’d prefer not to be wandering in 
the desert for that much time!), our Board held a special Board 
meeting in January to create a realistic picture of what we would like 
Neve Shalom to look like in five years.  Our picture is as follows: 
 Neve Shalom 2026 will be a true community, a destination and 
center of Jewish life which will engender a sense of belonging both for 
those who have been associated with it for many years and for those 
who are new to our community.  Everyone who enters our doors,  
physical and virtual, will feel as if they belong within our   community.  
We will ensure that everyone who enters will move from being an 
“observer” to a “participant” and will feel “at home”.  Neve Shalom 
2026 will be a sacred Jewish organization, providing inspiring         
education about who we are as Jews and ensuring that our Jewish 
beliefs are imbued in all of our activities and actions.  We will be a 
vibrant, exciting place to be—every member of our community will 
find something within our walls in which they can participate         
enthusiastically.   
 The Board is now looking at three important strategic questions 
to create decisions and pathways to reach this vision of Neve Shalom 
2026.  We have divided into three teams to address these areas:  
Staffing (professional and administrative), Building & Property and 
Sustainability (including both membership development, internal and 
external, and financial support).  Our three team leaders are: 

 Craig Koster, Staffing 
 Julius Feinson, Building & Property 
 Steve Richman, Sustainability 

 A question has been raised, given that we will be welcoming a 
new slate of officers in July 2021:  how will we ensure that our vision 
of Neve Shalom 2026 and the pathways we establish this spring will 
be carried forward?  Well, thanks to our Nominating Committee, we 
are fortunate to have identified a nominee for election to President, 
Steve Richman, who, as team leader of the Sustainability team, will 
be intimately involved in this process so that we will be able to carry 
our plans forward through our leadership changes.  Know that I am 
dedicated to a smooth transition process and in order to accomplish 
that I have invited Steve to Executive Committee meetings, meet with 
him weekly and meet with him and Rabbi Rosin weekly to help him be 
ready to take on the President role on July 1st.   
 The team leaders, Rabbi Rosin and I meet weekly to touch base 
and exchange ideas among the three teams.  The teams will present 
their plans to the board by April 20 and we will vote on the pathways 
on April 27 at our regular board meeting. 
 Of course, if you have ideas that you would like our Board to 
consider, please send them to the appropriate team leader and me so 
we make sure to incorporate them into our considerations. 
 One question that has been raised about this process is, “What if 
we don’t make all the decisions this spring?”  This is a project to    
establish pathways and make appropriate decisions in a timely man-
ner as needed.  We have got to get started.  Even though we may not 
finish this process, we are still obligated to begin.  We look forward to 
sharing our progress with you all as we move forward.  In the      
meantime, chag Pesach sameach and may your own personal        
journeys be happy, healthy and safe!   
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Religious School News 
By Miriam Dobin, Religious School Director 

M e sheh Nichnas Adar Marbim B'simcha/when 
the month of Adar arrives, we should increase 

our joy. Our virtual Purim carnival was a blast. The 
combination of Purim puppet show, singing and 
dancing to Purim songs, and a magical schtick show, 
put us in the festive spirit of the chag/holiday. On 
Purim night, our yeladim/ children displayed        
understanding of the complex story of Megillat    
Esther/Scroll or story of Esther, as they took turns 
explaining what unfolded in each of the ten chapters. 
 We also shared a meaningful and beautiful   
Kabbalat Hasiddur/receiving the prayer book, with 
our kita bet/gimmel class as Jonah Dreyfus received 
his first siddur.  
 In the blink of an eye, Pesach will be here. We 
are looking forward to a full Zoom model seder with 
four cups of grape juice, telling over the Pesach story, 
singing songs galore, and much more in store as we 
prepare for a joyous celebration. 
 We wish you all a chag kasher v'sameach— a 
happy and kosher Passover! 

Come, enjoy, and explore with our        

Religious School as we journey 

through the Haggadah during our  

Pesach Model Seder 

 

Sunday, March 21 at 9:30 am 

Zoom Link:  https://us04web.zoom.us/j/5655193635?
pwd=ODZqSEF0UHdCMGtLVXpLS0Q1Vll4dz09  
Meeting ID: 565 519 3635 Password: 510190  

Materials prepared in advance and needed on Zoom school:  

 Children’s Haggadah (emailed for printing)  

 4 cups of grape juice with one special elegant cup of 

grape juice for Eliyahu Hanavi (Elijah the Prophet)  

 3 egg matzahs (only for use during this seder) each    

separated between 3 napkins  

 Bowl of salt water  

 Seder plate -use a regular plate to place the following 

items:  

 Hard boiled egg, shelled (baitza)  

 Celery stalk or parsley (karpas)  

 Horseradish (maror) jarred, not for Passover use  

 Charoset (mixture of grape juice, chopped apples, 

chopped   walnuts, honey, cinnamon)  

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/5655193635?pwd=ODZqSEF0UHdCMGtLVXpLS0Q1Vll4dz09
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/5655193635?pwd=ODZqSEF0UHdCMGtLVXpLS0Q1Vll4dz09
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Men’s Club Minute 
By Lawrence Dombrow, Men’s Club President 

 

T he above quote from Israeli statesman Abba Eban is one 
of my favorite.  Life, and human relationships are       

complicated and no one value perfectly expresses how we 
should behave.  As Jews, we learn this from our texts and 
traditions.  The Tanach has no perfect heroes, and we often 
see people take actions that we view as wrong to serve what 
is (at least in the actor’s mind) a larger good.  Eban reminds 
us that freedom often depends on perspective and we need 
to think about that and try to put   ourselves in the shoes of 
others.     
 The Men’s Club looks forward to hosting Men’s Club     
Shabbat the first Shabbat in March.  As with everything else, 
it will be different this year than in the past and different 
than we would like it to be.  But we are thrilled that we will 
be able to honor some of our dedicated Men’s Club members 
as they lead various parts of the service.  Last year, Men’s 
Club Shabbat was canceled as the pandemic had just hit 
home and forced closures and at the time we were not    
conducting services virtually on Shabbat.  We are thrilled to 
be able to participate this year.  Here’s wishing that we will 
be back to completely normal in 2022 and we can get even 
more people involved.  Yom Hashoah comes out in early April 
this year, so look out for the Yellow Candles, which we hope 
to be able to distribute this year, after not being able to so 
last year.  More about Yom Hashoah next month.   
 As always, please do not hesitate to reach out to me if 
you have any ideas on how Men’s Club can further our sense 
of  community.     

This sharp conflict between two beneficent ideals 
[human rights and sovereignty] goes far to prove 

that great virtues are not necessarily compatible. 
This disconcerting truth runs through all domains of 
human action   and thought.  Courage is not always 
compatible with prudence, liberty with equality, 
moral piety with realism, intellectual rigor with the 
free flow of imagination.  Freedom for the 
wolves can spell  catastrophe for the lambs.  

The Scoop on USY 
Patrick McAuley,  

Membership/Programming Vice President  

L ast month, USY had two events. Zoom 
cooking class and hamentashen    

baking. The USYers enjoyed both events. 
Zoom cooking (led by Farrah Grubman) 
was very well planned and everyone loved 
cooking Israeli foods. Hamentashen    
baking (led by Ilana Stein) was a lot of fun and everyone enjoyed     
baking while socializing over Zoom. March has two events, mini 
golf (led by Ilana Stein) and a chocolate seder (led by Patrick 
McAuley). USY is very excited for these upcoming events..  

Neve Shalom would like to thank the following people for 
chanting Torah during January.  T=Teen  JR=Junior  N=New Reader 

Torah 
Andrea Colby ......................... 1 
Lawrence Dombrow .............. 1 
Rosalie Green ........................ 1 
Rena Kallman ......................... 1 
Michael Kushner .................... 1 
Aron Richman ........................ 1 
Michele Rosenfield ................ 2 
Jeffrey Schulman ................... 1 

Hannah Sessler ...................... 1 
Barbara Spack ....................... 2 
Lisa Spiegel ............................ 1 
Alan Stern ............................. 1 

 

Haftarah 
Steven Richman 
Michele Rosenfield 
Phil Schreiber 
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Women of the Cairo Geniza 
 

O n Sunday, March 14 at 11:00 am, Neve  Sha-
lom and the Hayat Speaker series will pre-

sent Rachel Richman (pictured, left) as our guest 
speaker. She is a doctoral candidate at Princeton 
Univ. and will be speaking about how “Women’s 
Voices Emerge: Stories from the Cairo Geniza.”  
The talk will be presented on our Neve Shalom 
zoom link: https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/82472289017 
        Using slides and narrative, Ms. Richman will 

share fascinating insights into the lives of Jewish women of Egypt from  
approximately 1000—1250 of the Common Era. There is no charge but 
do check with Neve Now that week or call 732-548-2238, ext. 12 for the 
password. 
 The following article by Professor Renée Levine Melammed, a  
history professor at the Schechter Institute of Jewish studies, will share 
information about the Cairo Geniza and what we are likely to hear at 
this informative and educational presentation.  
 In his monumental work, A Mediterranean Society, S.D. Goitein 
devoted an entire chapter of Volume III to “The World of Women.” This 
was an unusual step for any Jewish historian, but Goitein was truly an 
unusual scholar. He had studied and analyzed an endless number of 
documents from the Cairo Geniza brought back from Egypt to          
Cambridge by Solomon Schechter in the late 19th century. Goitein   
realized that they unearthed information about a medieval society that 
defied all of the classic expectations regarding Jewish life in the Middle 
Ages. For him, Geniza society which dated from 950-1250, was a      
dynamic and surprisingly mobile conglomeration of Jews living in the 
Mediterranean. 
 While sorting and examining these fragments, most of which were 
written in Judeo-Arabic (Arabic in Hebrew letters), he was impressed by 
the amount of material that pertained to women. Throughout the five 
volumes of this study, information about women is interspersed yet for 
a male scholar to have elected to devote an entire chapter to women’s 
lives was unheard of within the ranks of Jewish historians. 
What can be found in these documents? One can begin with marriage 
contracts (ketubot) and information about polygamy, a great deal of 
which was uncovered and published by Goitein’s student, Mordechai 
Akiva Friedman.Amir Ashur, Friedman’s student, continued along this 
path and researched material concerning marital matches and         
engagements. Within the rabbinic-halakhic world, one also discovers 
rabbinic responsa that pertain to women’s lives. Yehoshua Blau        
published Maimonides’ responses to queries found in the Geniza,      
publishing them in the original Judeo-Arabic with Hebrew translations. 
In this collection, one can find information about girls who had private 
lessons with a tutor who taught them, among other things, prayers. This 
tutor was blind, had (while inebriated) lost his temper with the father 
who employed him and was desperate to regain his employment. 
 Two of his responsa deal with the same issue, that is to say, the 
status of a female teacher in a Beit Midrash (elementary school) for 
boys. Her husband wanted permission to take a second wife since his 
first was too busy teaching while the wife wanted to know if her hus-
band had a duty to support her, which he clearly had not fulfilled. One 
observes the means by which a semi-literate orphan girl becomes  em-
powered by learning and witnesses a community in medieval Cairo that 

is willing to employ a woman teacher, not because it felt sorry for her, 
but because she was competent. 
 Women’s voices are heard elsewhere as well, for example in wills 
they wrote or dictated. Goitein published a number of them which 
allow us to see the values and priorities of these women. One very 
extensive will displayed the wealth of the businesswoman involved, 
who had very specific instructions for each family member and friend, 
for her funeral, for her son’s education and regarding the status of the 
father of her son. There are more documents pertaining to this      
woman, Wuhsha al-Dallala, than any other in the Geniza, mostly   
because she was such a successful and active individual. As a matter of 
fact, in the recently published series by Goitein and Friedman, The 
India Book, documents appear concerning a major lawsuit involving 
Wuhsha dealing with her partnership with her brother who was     
murdered in 1104 while on an overseas business trip; she attempts to 
recover her portion of her investment from his partner. Women as well 
as men are travelling, not necessarily as traders, but for family visits or 
marital matches or moving about with their families. 
 Letters galore can be found in this collection, some written by 
women, others dictated by women and some written to women. It is 
difficult to determine their level of literacy although at times, there are 
instructions to have the letter read to a certain woman. Nevertheless, 
the fact that a scribe penned a letter does not prove anything. After all, 
men used scribes as well, perhaps because their penmanship was   
superior or their language more flowery; whoever could afford a scribe 
might employ one. Women wrote to their husbands and brothers who 
were away on business; daughters wrote to their fathers; sisters     
located in different settlements wrote to one another. These women 
were often relied upon to update their family members about         
developments whether business or family-related and might include 
orders for everyday or exotic items. They might include complaints or 
to simply choose to express their feelings, often because they missed 
their siblings or partners or parents. 
 Women needing help, in particular those without financial means 
and who were not being properly supported by the community, often 
turned to leaders in writing. Charity was not always sufficient and 
many women could not manage on their own, in particular widows, 
and especially widows with children. Letters might be addressed to the 
head of the rabbinic court or to the head of the entire community, the 
nagid. Miserly husbands did not always provide their wives with the 
required entrance fee to the bathhouse and were seriously               
reprimanded. Sons were often sent to study in schools in larger       
communities while mothers were left in the dark about the status of 
their sons. Goitein found a letter written by Maimonides’ own sister, 
Miriam, who had no recourse but to turn to her eminent brother in 
order to find out how her own son was faring! 
 Women’s lives were often affected by their Muslim neighbors; 
polygamy was common, especially there was no clause in the marriage 
contract allowing the first wife to object. Jewish men took concubines 
and often had sexual relations with female slaves and servants. The 
rabbinic community also had contact with the Karaite community in 
Fustat (Old Cairo) at the time. When intermarriage occurred, the    
rabbis had to decide what was appropriate for these men and their 
wives. 
 Life in medieval Mediterranean Jewish society was dynamic and 
full of challenges. Women had to cope with the absence of husbands, 
most of whom were traders, often journeying to Yemen and India, 
which entailed long periods absent from home. While Goitein pointed 
out that the average woman in this society did not have a tremendous 
amount of housework, there was a great deal to occupy her and her 
time. Fortunately, we have this goldmine of documents found in the 
Cairo Geniza to grant us an entrance into their world. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82472289017?pwd=NVI0bWJQWk1CNVVLRjJ4WEtrS2J6dz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82472289017?pwd=NVI0bWJQWk1CNVVLRjJ4WEtrS2J6dz09
https://schechter.edu/staff/prof-renee-levine-melammed/
https://schechter.edu/staff/prof-renee-levine-melammed/
https://schechter.edu/staff/prof-renee-levine-melammed/
https://schechter.edu/staff/prof-renee-levine-melammed/
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Called to the Torah 
O n Saturday, March 13, Julia  

Morgan Israel, the daughter of 
Melissa Jacobs and Jamie Israel will 
become a bar mitzvah. Many family 
members will join in the celebration 
at Neve Shalom, including Julia’s  
parents, her sister, Rayna, her       
stepfather Charlie Leckenby,      
Grandma Sheila Jacobs from      
Brooklyn, NY, and Grandpa Alan and 
Lois Israel  from Monroe Township. 
In addition, family members attending 
the virtual service include her       
stepbrother Oliver Leckenby from 

Denver, CO, her Uncle Matthew, Aunt Cindy, and cousin Dylan from 
Brooklyn, NY, and her Uncle Gary and Aunt Ami Israel from Madison, 
CT.  
 Julia, also known as JuJu, Jules, and Juj, is a 7th grade student at 
Edgar Middle School in Metuchen, NJ. “This year, I have attended    
remotely,” she tells us.  
 Her favorite subject in school is math “because I like my teacher 
this year.” In sports, Julia reports, “I just moved up to the Scarlet 

By Flora Cowen 

Virtual Book & Author Event 
By Amy Artman 

 

O n behalf of Neve Shalom’s Adult Education       
Committee, I am pleased to announce the Donald 

& Ruth Kahn Virtual Book & Author Event on Sunday, 
March 21 at 11:00 am.  This year, Neve Shalom will   
celebrate books and authors though a new virtual       
format. The Zoom program will feature two authors who 
will speak about their books and respond to viewers’ 
questions.   
 While it will be up to you to purchase the featured 
books from your favorite bookstore or on-line book 
source, we will be offering “virtual book signing”    
whereby you can submit a book plate request and then 
receive back a bookplate signed by the author.  See full 
page flyer in Bulletin for details on books & authors and 
for procedure for requesting signed book plates.   
 Questions about signed book plates can be sent to 
Amy Artman at neveshalombookauthor@gmail.com. 

Knights USA IGC Team at Rutgers Gymnastics. Before that I was on 
the Gymnastics Pre-team at Rutgers.”  
 As for hobbies and interests, Julia likes gymnastics, styling hair, 
shopping and getting her nails done, and doing someone else's 
nails. She also likes to play Roblox and Minecraft. 
 With her family, Julia has traveled extensively. She tells us, “I 
love to travel. I have traveled to Niagara Falls and Toronto, Canada, 
all over New York State and New York City, Philadelphia and       
Delaware Water Gap in Pennsylvania, Washington D.C., Los Angeles 
and Malibu in California, Boca Raton, Orlando, and the Keys in   
Florida, Arizona, Maine, Vermont, New Hampshire, Chicago, Ohio, 
South Carolina, Virginia, and Jersey Shore.  
 For her mitzvah project, Julia is “going to fund raise for Angel 
Paws Cat Rescue. I adopted two more cats, Mustache and Angel, 
from Angel Paws five years ago. I am hoping to collect cat toys, 
food, and money to give to the shelter to help other rescues.”   
 In addition, Julia reports, “I like shopping and traveling. I like to 
wear comfy clothing like big sweatshirts and sweaters. My mom 
makes the best banana chocolate chip muffins with espresso sea 
salt. I eat them every week. I have four cats Mustache, Angel,    
Cookie, and Tiger, and a Chiweenie dog named Bailey. And, when I 
grow up I want to live in New York City.” 

Julia 

mailto:neveshalombookauthor@gmail.com.
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Virtual Pesach Cooking Demo 
Sunday, March 7 from 3:00 pm to 4:15 pm 

 

Neve Shalom’s own Chef Lon will be  
demonstrating how to prepare and cook two 
dishes, while dishing out information about 
these culinary delights: 

 

• Yapchik (brisket and kugel)  
• Flourless chocolate cookies 

 

No charge.  Register by March 3:   
https://www.neveshalom.net/
event/2021PesachwithLon 
 
 

Seder Matching 

 

Don’t spend the first seder alone!  Enjoy a 
virtual seder with other members of Neve 
Shalom, or host virtual guests at your own 
seder. 

 

Click on the link below by Sunday, March 14 
and we will work to match you with other 
members. 

 

https://www.neveshalom.net/event/
PesachMatch 

 

Celebrating Passover 

 

Share your favorite recipes, 
so much fun to do… 

Our Passover 

RECIPE EXCHANGE 
Coming soon to you! 

Look for details in an upcoming email. 

https://www.neveshalom.net/event/2021PesachwithLon
https://www.neveshalom.net/event/2021PesachwithLon
https://www.neveshalom.net/event/PesachMatch
https://www.neveshalom.net/event/PesachMatch
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HEBREW DATE ENGLISH DATE DECEASED’S NAME MOURNER 

3/1/2021 17 Adar Brian Caplan Father of Joel Caplan 
    Seymour Lanton Father of David Lanton 
    Isidore Kaplan Grandfather of Lawrence Dombrow 
3/2/2021 18 Adar Norman Nacht Father of Eric Nacht 
    Amy Wernik Sister-in-Law of Charlotte Sheratsky 
    Louis Dombrow Grandfather of Lawrence Dombrow 
3/3/2021 19 Adar Mildred P. Levin Mother of Robert Levin 
3/4/2021 20 Adar William Polay Father of Nita Polay Levin 
    Betsy Raymond Cousin of Keith Boxer 
3/5/2021 21 Adar Nathan Zinaman Father of Rhoda Grossman 
3/6/2021 22 Adar Nettie Alpert Aunt of Richard Bullock 
    Joseph Bromberg Father of Seymour Bromberg 
    Edward Schupack Father of Karen Reichel 
    Seymour Kaplan Father of Michael Kaplan 
    Alice Cohen Mother of Judith Cohen-Wade 
    Sarah Freiberg Mother of Marian Kaufman 
3/7/2021 23 Adar Lillian Israel Mother of Philip Israel 
    Lena Greenberg Great Grandmother of Mindy Osterman 
    Doris Sherman Mother of Judith Sherman 
    Elka Zibman Mother of Rena Kallman 
3/8/2021 24 Adar Caryl Abrams Sister of Barbara Spack 
    Willy Labendz Father of Abigail Garb 
    David Epstein Father of Gary Epstein 
3/9/2021 25 Adar Seymour Tilbor Father of Mark Tilbor, Husband of Beverly Tilbor 
    Irwin Levin Father of Sheldon Levin 
    Herbert Garber Father of Edward Garber 
3/10/2021 26 Adar Solomon Sern Father of Stacey Sern 
    Phyllis Balsky Mother of Cindy Steinbach 
    Jennifer Berman Daughter-in-law of Iris Berman 
    Roman Okner Cousin of Sandra Goldberg 
    Sanford Lampf Father of Mark Lampf 
    Oscar Wilsker Father of Miriam Kafker 
    Sol Dombrow Father of Lawrence Dombrow 
3/11/2021 27 Adar Al Pasmanik Father of Francine Cohen 
    Claire Moskowitz Mother of Marilyn Tessler 
3/12/2021 28 Adar Irene Goldberg Mother of Edna Sherber 
    Claire Grossman Mother of Gerald Grossman 
    Sol Horowitz Father of Susan Keller 
3/13/2021 29 Adar David Baras Brother of Renee Bromberg 
    Rose Gary Mother of Herbert Gary 
    Miriam Teitelzweig Mother of Judith Slutzky 
    Gertrude Unger Mother of Sandra Wunder 
3/14/2021 30 Adar Shari Case Sister of Hope Serratelli 
    Philip Balaban Grandfather of Susan Kashan 
3/15/2021 2 Nissan Harriet Seifman Cousin of Mindy Osterman 
3/16/2021 3 Nissan Michael Grodzicki Father of Gladys Leibowitz and Bernard Grodzicki 
    Mary Weiser Mother of Steven Weiser 
    Marcy Moishe Cordero Father of Barbara Du-Bois 
    Nathan Becker Son of Ronald & Christine Becker 

http://www.neveshalom.net/calendar
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 3/16/2021 3 Nissan  Rose Goldman Grandmother of Eric Goldman 
3/17/2021 4 Nissan Isidor Grande Father of Helene Epstein 
    David Zolkin Uncle of Jeffrey Schulman 
    Beatrice Uram Mother of Susan Levinson 
3/18/2021 5 Nissan Harry Ludwin Father of Elliott Ludwin 
3/19/2021 6 Nissan Albert Glinn Uncle of Adam Glinn 
    Roger Newman Father of Jonathan Newman 
3/20/2021 7 Nissan Steven Reichel Husband of Karen Reichel 
    Mae Fields Mother-in-Law of Sandra Fields 
3/21/2021 8 Nissan Sunni Hacker Wife of Martin Hacker 
3/23/2021 10 Nissan Joseph Levine Grandfather of Edward Levine 
    Diane Kelly Aunt of Karen Alexander 
3/24/2021 11 Nissan Ethel Stolzer Sister of Rose Kaufman 
    Marion Oshin Mother of Debra Nagel 
    Anne Linksman Sister of Marlene Fineman 
3/25/2021 12 Nissan Herman Unger Father of Sandra Wunder 
    Anne Hodes Sister-in-Law of Frances Schonberger 
3/26/2021 13 Nissan Leonard Steinbach Father of Gary Steinbach 
    Irene Buchbinder Mother of Flora Cowen 
3/27/2021 14 Nissan Philip Fitzel Father of Shelley Lampf 
3/28/2021 15 Nissan Sanford Taffet Father of Nancy Kaswin 
    Philip Beller Father of Mark Beller 
    Sol Stanley Uncle of Ronald Becker 
3/29/2021 16 Nissan Esther Slurzberg Mother of Irwin Slurzberg 
    Sylvia Zlotnick Mother of Jeffrey Zlotnick 
    David L. Cowen Father-in-Law of Flora Cowen 
    Molly Schreiber Wife of Philip Schreiber 
    Alan Carlin Father-in-Law of Ronald Anes 
    Leon Schwartz Grandfather of Lenore Boyarin 
3/30/2021 17 Nissan Anita Nagel Mother of Steven Nagel 
    Andrew Gross Brother of Stephan Gross 
    Benjamin Welner Father of Arlene Podelsky 
    Murray Schwartz Father of Linda Ader 
3/31/2021 18 Nissan Murray Miller Husband of Roberta Miller 
    Stanley Thurer Father-in-Law of Mindy Osterman 
    Sadia Teboul Father of Eric Teboul 

HEBREW DATE ENGLISH DATE DECEASED’S NAME MOURNER 

If you would like to include the name of       
someone who is ill (including yourself) to be recited for a  

Mi Sheberach (prayer for healing) when the Torah is read, 
please e-mail the Hebrew (preferred) or English name of that  

individual to Steve Gross  at stephang@optonline.net.  

  

You may also contact the synagogue  office by phone 
with this information. 

 

mailto:stephang@optonline.net
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BARRY MILLER FUND 
In Memory Of ...................................... From 
Marilyn Miller- thinking of you,  
Gail, and your families during this  
difficult time. May her memory  
always be for a blessing.  ........................ Alison Handler 
Marilyn Miller ......................................... Bernice Bloom 
Marilyn Miller ......................................... Flora Cowen 
Paula Neuringer ...................................... Gail and John Schuetz 
Marilyn Miller ......................................... Jane Spiegel 
Marilyn Miller ......................................... Joann and Allan Rabinowitz 
Marilyn Miller ......................................... Paula Hymanson 
Marilyn Miller ......................................... Scott and Susan Miller 
Marilyn Miller ......................................... Seymour Tabak 
Marilyn Miller ......................................... Stephan Gross and Judith Harrison 
Marilyn Miller ......................................... Surelle Wind 
Marilyn Miller ......................................... Walter Stochel, Jr.  
 
DEBORAH ANES MEMORIAL YOUTH FUND 
In Honor Of .......................................... From 
USY Program - thank you for  
the Chanukah gift bag ............................ Bernice Bloom 
Dan and Lisa Spiegel - wishing you  
good health ............................................ Debbie and Brett Schildkraut 
In Memory Of ...................................... From 
Carol Grubman ....................................... Jamie and Ira Grubman 
 
FRIENDS OF NEVE SHALOM NURSERY SCHOOL FUND 
In Memory Of ...................................... From 
Victor Szteinbaum .................................. Joel and Michele Bassoff 
 
MAX ROLLER LIBRARY FUND 
In Memory Of ...................................... From 
Herman Tessler ...................................... Martin and Marilyn Tessler 
 
NER TAMID/GENERAL FUND 
In Honor Of .......................................... From 
Keith Boxer- Men's Club  
Man of the Year ...................................... Iris Berman 
In Memory Of ...................................... From 
Paula Neuringer ...................................... Benjamin and Gladys Leibowitz 
Sonia Kanar ............................................ Bernard Kanar 
Fred Kanar .............................................. Bernard Kanar 
Judy Tabak - may Judy's memory  
be for a blessing and may the Tabak  
family be comforted from Heaven. ........ Daniel and Corinne Rushefsky 
Victor Szteinbaum .................................. Daniel and Corinne Rushefsky 
Louise Edelman ...................................... David and Sarah Scharf 
Elliot Wiener ........................................... Ira and Myra Wiener 
Faigie Gray .............................................. Jeffrey Schulman 
Faigie Gray .............................................. Jonathan Greenberg and Stacey Sern 
Paula Neuringer ...................................... Jonathan Greenberg and Stacey Sern 
Victor Szteinbaum .................................. Jonathan Greenberg and Stacey Sern 
Mildred Howitt ....................................... Lawrence and Lauren Howitt 
Helen Goldberg ...................................... Lawrence and Lauren Howitt 
Faigie Gray .............................................. Lawrence Dombrow 
Paula Neuringer ...................................... Lawrence Dombrow 
Gladys Goldblatt Kuznet ......................... Lewis and Merle Lefkowitz 
Judith Mandelup Lefkowitz .................... Lewis and Merle Lefkowitz 
Harriet Stone Schwartz ........................... Marilyn Stone 
Paula Neuringer ...................................... Peter and Carol Hacker 
Faigie Gray .............................................. Peter and Carol Hacker 
Judy Tabak .............................................. Peter and Carol Hacker 
Ray Schluger ........................................... Peter and Carol Hacker 
Olga Schluger ......................................... Peter and Carol Hacker 
Jacob Hacker .......................................... Peter and Carol Hacker 

Victor Szteinbaum ................................... Rosalie Green 
Morton Fields ......................................... Sandra Fields 
Paula Neuringer ...................................... Seymour Tabak 
Robert Slobodien .................................... Stanley and Gail Slobodien 
Paula Neuringer ...................................... Stanley and Marilyn Loewenthal 
Faigie Gray - our condolences on the  
loss of your mother. May God give you 
the strength to deal with it. .................... Stephan Gross and Judith Harrison 
Paula Neuringer ...................................... Stephan Gross and Judith Harrison 
Victor Szteinbaum ................................... Stephan Gross and Judith Harrison 
Faigie Gray .............................................. Steven and Judy Richman 
 
PRAYERBOOK FUND 
In Memory Of .......................................From 
Moe Wineberg ........................................ Larry Wineberg 
 
TIKKUN OLAM FUND 
In Honor Of ...........................................From 
Keith Boxer - Men's Club  
Man of the Year ...................................... Flora Cowen 
In Memory Of .......................................From 
Paula Neuringer ...................................... Flora Cowen 
 
RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
In Honor Of ...........................................From 
Rabbi Rosin - thank you for your support  
at the funeral and during  
shiva for when my Mom passed away. ... David and Susan Lemerman 
Iris Berman - congratulations on  
the birth of your great-grandson ............ Dr. Rosanne Silberman 
My granddaughter Amelia's  
bat mitzvah ............................................. Ruth Candeub 
Neve Shalom ........................................... Steven and Judy Richman 
In Memory Of .......................................From 
Evelyn Braunstein ................................... Alan and Sue Horwitz 
Morton Braunstein ................................. Alan and Sue Horwitz 
Fannye Silberman ................................... Dr. Rosanne Silberman 
Barbara S. Cohen .................................... Dr. Rosanne Silberman 
Jack Silberman ........................................ Dr. Rosanne Silberman 
Judy Tabak .............................................. Dr. Rosanne Silberman 
Yahrzeit ................................................... Irwin and Joyce Slurzberg 
Yetta Bergman ........................................ Jerome Bergman 
Harry Oster ............................................. Joel and Rhonda Silverman 
George Boyarin ....................................... Lenore Boyarin 
Frances Goldfarb ..................................... Sandra Moss 
Murray Keller .......................................... Susan and Malvin Keller 
Ethel Cicchino - mother of   
William Cicchino and Sherry Carmel ....... William and Donna Cicchino 

We Gratefully Acknowledge 
and thank the following generous contributors to our funds: 

N eve Shalom continues to  support the efforts of  Jewish Family 
Service of    Middlesex County to help the needy by    collecting 

food for the  Kosher Food Pantry.  Food donations may be left at the  
synagogue in the  closet near the stairs next to the stage. USY will be  
collecting a    different item each month to be  donated. Please watch 
Neve Now! for more  information. Thank you for  supporting these 
efforts!  
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Commercial Litigation, Collections and Bankruptcy 

Nationwide 

SAMUEL and JOY GRAFTON 

POPPER and GRAFTON  -  ATTORNEYS AT LAW 
 

 
 

225 West 34th Street  
Suite 1806 
New York, NY 10122-1600 

212-290-2630  

10 MAIN STREET 732-634-8500    
WOODBRIDGE, NJ 07095 732-634-1521 
800-729-0582 Fax:  732-750-0120 

MEMORIAL CENTER 

HAIMM MONUMENTS FOR 
ALL CEMETERIES 

GOLDSTEIN 

FUNERAL CHAPEL  INC. 

We value the dignity and the sanctity of the 
Jewish soul and we uphold and maintain 

reverence for the Jewish tradition. 
 

Exclusively Jewish Operated 
Conveniently Located 

Large Chapels 
 

Martin Goldstein, Mgr. 
N.J. Lic. 4025 

2015 Woodbridge Avenue, Edison 

732-777-0032 

Know someone who needs help? 

Don’t Keep It Under Your Hat! 

  
Know someone in need of help during an illness, after 

surgery, after the birth of a child, please contact the 
Mitzvah Mission. 

No Mission Is Impossible! 
tikkunolam@neveshalom.net 

732-858-1764 
 

mailto:tikkunolam@neveshalom.net
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Neve Shalom 

Jewish Community Center 

250 Grove Avenue 

Metuchen, NJ  08840 

732-548-2238 

 March 2021 — Adar/Nisan 5781 


