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E very year as Yom Kippur approaches, 
I am reminded of a Hasidic teaching 

(which now reminds me of one of Sam’s 
riddles).  In it, the rebbe asks his         
students, “Why is the Day of Atonement 
a day like Purim?  Or, using the Hebrew 
terms:  Why is Yom Kippurim a Yom, or 
day, k’Purim, like Purim?  
 When his students are not able to 
answer, he explains that both holidays 
are observed by wearing costumes.  On 
Purim, we dress up like Mordechai,    
Esther and Haman.  On Yom Kippur we 
dress up like truly repentant Jews. 
 When I come across this observation 
in the late summer and early fall, it is a 
challenge to the seriousness of our Yom 
Kippur observances, suggesting that our 
atonement is less than completely     
sincere.  The same teaching takes on a 
different connotation from the vantage 
point of the weeks leading up to Purim.  
In the springtime, the rabbi seems to be 
to extolling the spiritual depth of Purim.  
According to this rabbi, Purim, the      
holiday that has been called a Jewish 
Mardi Gras, replete with costumes and 
pageants and sometimes even a libation 
or two, is not just a children’s holiday.  In 
fact, it is on the same spiritual plateau as 
Yom Kippur, often seen as the holiest day 
of the year.   
  This observation is based on the 
centrality of costumes and disguises in 
the Megillah and in the observance of 

the holiday.  The narrative of the Book of 
Esther is suspended on a framework of 
mistaken identities.  Chief among them:  
the king is not aware that Esther is    
Jewish.  Haman does not know that   
Mordechai is Esther’s uncle and the king 
does not know that it was Mordechai 
who saved his life by reporting an 
attempted palace coup (at least not until 
very late in the course of the narrative.)  
The conclusion of the story is the       
resolution of each of these ambiguities 
as Haman realizes that, instead of being 
promoted and celebrated, he will       
instead be put to death and Mordechai 
will take his place in the king’s court.   
 Nothing is what it seems and that 
extends to the observation of the      
holiday as well.  According to various 
rabbinic traditions, Purim is the one day 
each year when men can dress as    
women, public drunkenness is           
sanctioned, and young children are   
encouraged to come to the synagogue 
dressed in costumes.  I have even seen 
communities in which Purim is the only 
day of the year when a congregation will 
lampoon its rabbi. 
 The philosophical lesson embedded 
in these practices is that we learn on 
Purim that we have control over the way 
that we present ourselves to the world.  
The freedom to dress as we wish, to be 
whom we wish to be does not end as the 
sun goes down on the 14th of Adar.   On 

Yom Kippur, the 
spiritual practice 
is to look inwards 
and contemplate 
our souls.  On 
Purim, we are 
reminded of the 
power of shaping how we project our 
selves outward to those who see us. 
 Purim teaches us that if we want to 
be people who treat each other better, the 
first step is treat others better.  If we want 
to be people who direct more of our 
attention to our spiritual lives, we can do 
that too.  There is a quote that is often 
mistakenly attributed to Mahatma Gandhi:  
Be the change you want to be.  The       
Festival of Purim uses costumes as a meta-
phor to communicate the same message.  
The most straight forward way to become 
the person you aspire to be is to make the 
conscious decision to project that identity 
in the world and, over time, you will find 
that that is who you are.  
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A Wacky, Crazy Purim 
 
 
 

J 
ust like many other celebrations, Purim this year will be different than ever before. 
Last year, our Purim service was the final event that brought together many Neve 
Shalom families in person inside the synagogue. This year our Purim evening will be 

live streamed and we are seeking ways to make it both as participatory as possible and lots of 
fun for every one of every age, as well as fulfilling important mitzvot of the holiday. 
 On Sunday, February 21 from 11:00 am to 1:00 pm, Neve Shalom with the JCC and     
Temple Emanu-El will have online programs including a puppet show, a magic show, singing 
and games.  
 Jennifer Bullock and a team of socially distanced volunteers will be coordinating and 
delivering Shalach Manot packages.  
 We are looking for online methods of fulfilling the mitzvah of giving gifts to the poor, 
matanot l’evyonim. Watch for emails which will explain how to do that this year.  The USY 
group will sell, prior to the holiday, pasta boxes you can use as groggers. The funds will be 
donated.  
 On Thursday evening, February 25, Neve Shalom will hold our festive holiday celebration. 
Our theme this year is a “Wacky, Crazy Purim.” We will start the program at 6:00 pm with a 
family-friendly abridged reading of the Book of Esther, mostly by our teens. We will read some 
of it in Hebrew and this year may try to chant some of it in English as well. There will also be 
posters displayed by our Religious School kids and explanations and trivia games (using Kahoot 
online) by Rabbi Rosin. Hazzan Levin will lead songs which the 
children in Religious School and pre-school age, will enjoy. 
 Prior to the holiday, we will be sharing information about 
how to use Zoom “filters” to create funny looking masks that will 
magically appear on your screen. If you prefer you and your 
children can dress in costumes or funny hats or masks.  
 Religious School students will be making groggers at home. 
Everyone can come up with noisemakers with things you already 
have around the house. A tzedakah can with a few coins makes a 
great grogger. Musical instruments can be played or take pots, 
pans and utensils and bang them together.  This link: https://
www.creativejewishmom.com/2010/02/recycle-cups-make-a-
fun-noise-maker-for-purim-or-your-next-rhythm-project.html  has an easy grogger project to 
make yourself. Every time Haman’s name is chanted, we ask you to unmute and make lots of 
noise.  

          We are preparing a bingo board and will arrange to deliver 
prizes to any child who gets “Bingo” while following the       
Megillah.  Then at 7:00 pm we are planning to have an online 
Purim Shpiel (silly skit), “Pandemic in Persia.” Some of our tal-
ented Neve members will act the parts and everyone can boo 
Haman from your homes.  
          At 7:30 pm there will be an Evening (Ma’ariv) service    
followed by the complete chanting of the Megillah. Numerous 
Neve members will chant parts from their homes. We will add 
some silly things during the reading and costumes or Zoom 
filters are more than welcome.  

 Friday, February 26, at 5:00 pm Rabbi Rosin, Hazzan Levin and Maya Kushner will lead a 
Tot Shabbat service which will include some fun Purim songs as well.  
 We wish everyone a very happy holiday and look forward to socially distanced but 
Wacky, Crazy Celebrations this year from your homes. Purim sameach, Happy Purim. 

Please remember Neve   Shalom with 
a gift in your will, trust, retirement       

account or life insurance policy. 

By Hazzan Sheldon Levin 

https://www.creativejewishmom.com/2010/02/recycle-cups-make-a-fun-noise-maker-for-purim-or-your-next-rhythm-project.html
https://www.creativejewishmom.com/2010/02/recycle-cups-make-a-fun-noise-maker-for-purim-or-your-next-rhythm-project.html
https://www.creativejewishmom.com/2010/02/recycle-cups-make-a-fun-noise-maker-for-purim-or-your-next-rhythm-project.html
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From the Synagogue President 

“…And we enjoyed light and gladness, happiness and honor.” 

 

W e are approaching the celebration of Purim on evening of February 
25, the holiday that brings “orah v’simchah, v’sasone v’ikar”:  light 

and gladness, happiness and honor.  Purim 2020 was the most recent holiday 
that we were able to enjoy in each other’s presence.  Realizing this, I’ve been 
reflecting on what has changed and what we have learned since Purim 2020 
and how we can derive some light and gladness, happiness and honor during 
Purim 2021. 
 Over the past twelve months, we have had to cope with enormous 
physical and emotional challenges.  Addressing them has been a full-time job 
for our clergy, our staff and our lay leadership.   We have certainly learned 
about acceptance and resilience.  We are now accustomed to the fact that 
we must take precautions to protect our health and the health of our friends 
and families.  We know that most, if not all, of our services and activities 
must take place remotely.  In light of all these facts, we are making the most 
of the opportunities to gather online and from a distance.  We are grateful 
for and honor everyone in our Neve Shalom community who has worked to 
tackle the challenges we’ve faced and overcoming so many!   
 We know that vaccines are beginning to become “vaccinations”, literal 
shots-in-the-arm, which will provide protection to us from COVID-19.  So 
there is some light that is beginning to enter our world.  One of the most 
important things we are realizing is that despite everything that has         
happened, despite our losses and the hardships that so many of us have 
faced, we can find some things that will bring us happiness.  In fact, we can 
find happiness in different ways:  waving to each other across the parking 
lot, receiving letters from our Youth groups, seeing friends at services who 
live far away, making time to talk with our families and friends on Zoom or 
FaceTime. 
 This spring, our leadership will be working on making some strategic 
decisions and plans for the next few years, envisioning what our community 
will look like in the future.  While we have challenges aside from the virus 
pandemic, we know that having persevered through this major crisis, we will 
be able to sustain ourselves and address any issues that we see.  Over the 
past few years, I’ve heard many concerns about finances, about                
demographic changes in our area, about our building and about the fact that 
families of the younger generations are not committed to joining              
synagogues, among other apprehensions concerning issues that will affect 
our future.   
 We can assure everyone that our finances are strong, and that our Neve 
Shalom community has many devoted and extremely generous members.  
So many of our community have stepped up magnificently during the past 
year, both in terms of finances and in terms of time and energy.  One      
challenge we will be exploring will be finding a way to reach and engage 
unaffiliated or loosely-affiliated Jews in our area.  We must also devise a path 
for making decisions about how best to address our aging physical home.  
We will keep you posted as we go forward with our strategic                      
decision-making process.   
 We will be holding our Purim celebrations online this year and we pray 
that next year, we will be together in-person once again.  Hazzan Levin and 
Rabbi Rosin as well as Harold Geller and our Ritual Committee have put  
together a creative and enjoyable program and services for our whole com-
munity.  We will listen to Megillat Esther and rejoice in the story of how our 
people survived a huge challenge in ancient Persia.  We will again give each 
other greetings and Mishloach Manot, but in somewhat different form than 
usual.  So let’s look forward to a Purim full of light and gladness, happiness 
and honor!  Chag Purim sameach! 

By Andrea L. Colby 

“Noseh B’ol im chavayro:  
to share the burden with one's friend.” 

 

T he Talmudic tractate Avot, 6:6 provides a roadmap as 
to how to live an ethical life.  This passage includes 48 

middot (measures) through which we can "acquire Torah.“ 
 One of these 48 middot is Noseh B’ol im chavayro – 
which translates into “to share the burden with one's 
friend.” 
 Nosay is based on the Hebrew root “nun-sin-aleph” 
that means "to lift up" or "to carry." The word “ol” means 
"yoke" or "burden." “Im” means "with" and chavayro  
translates as "one's friend.“ 
 One who wishes to acquire Torah must seek to ease 
his or her neighbor of the burden of daily living. So too, this 
individual should seek to render assistance to every       
fellow-seeker of Torah knowledge. (Chapters of the       
Fathers, Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch, p.109). 
 Torah scholars must be humble, decent, and kind  
human beings. They must shoulder their colleagues'      

burdens cheerfully and 
helpfully. They must 
generously extend the 
benefit of the doubt to 
others. They should  
listen before they speak. 
In a world of strife and 
discord, they should be 
peacemakers. When 
another steps forward to 
offer even stern counsel, 

they must be receptive to-and even grateful for-that     
correction, shrugging off the natural irritation people feel 
when their personal errors are    pointed out to them by 
others. (from Pirkei Avot Lev Shalem, The Rabbinical     
Assembly Tamar Elad-Appelbaum and Gordon Tucker). 
 So, you may ask, what does this have to do with    
ritual? We have learned that the term “acquire Torah” is 
not  simply about learning the 5 books of Moses, but to 
acquire Torah is to embody the insightful interpreter of the 
ancient text who not just learns Torah but who actually 
lives it. 
 The goal of our ritual conversations at Neve Shalom 
are to create an inclusive, welcoming and relevant         
experience in support of each other’s Jewish journey, as we 
build One Community.  To do this, we must be able to   
engage in dialog together, and help each other with the 
work of exploring and expanding our individual and       
communal spirituality.  With this kind of mutual support we 
can all become Torah scholars in our own rite.  Please feel 
free to reach out to me, or Rabbi Rosin with suggestions 
and feedback regarding our ritual activities, all are         
welcomed! 

Ritually Speaking 
By Harold S. Geller, Vice President, Ritual 
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Religious School News 
By Miriam Dobin, Religious School Director 

H appy New Year…second time around. We hope 
everyone had a relaxing and enjoyable break 

from work and school. Speaking of relaxing and      
enjoyable, we shared a lovely get- together with our 
grandparents at Neve Shalom’s Religious School’s first 
Grandparents Day! Whether it was through drawing 
pictures or discussion about grandparents blessing 
their grandchildren shown directly from the Torah, 
children and their grandparents were engaged and 
proud. 
 Our budding young artists showed their creative 
side as second grade through Hebrew High painted a 
tree’s seasonal changes in honor of Tu b’Shevat. It was 
a colorful, fun, and interactive morning with Azi      
Steiner, a seasoned, and talented artist, guiding each 
student to unlock their artistic abilities at our first Day 
of the Arts. The landscape that each student painted 
was truly a work of art!  
 Our Kabbalat HaSiddur/Receiving the Siddur, will 
take place on Sunday, February 7. This year, one young 
man, Jonah Dreyfus, will be receiving his siddur as he 
and his peers sing several tefillot/prayers they have 
learned. 
  Our 7th grade has been practicing donning tefillin 
as they ready themselves for bar/bat mitzvah. They 
will be joining the Sunday minyan for tefillot during the 
World Wide Wrap. 
 Two upcoming programs combining our Religious 
School and shul: 
 We are pleased to announce that our Kita       
Zayin/7th grade will be leading the Torah Service on 
Shabbat February 13. The following Friday evening, 
February 19, our 2nd-5th graders will be participating 
through tefillah/prayer and song during services. 
 Purim is around the corner. Please join our unique 
carnival for the first time on Zoom. There will be a 
Purim Puppet Show by Morah Miriam, The Shtick Show 
by magician, Yehuda Palgon, and lots of dancing and 
singing with Cantor Simkin. We hope you will join our 
Purim Family service on Zoom, February 25, as our 
talmidim/students share their knowledge of the Purim 
story through drawings, explanation, and song. 
 Purim sameach to all! 
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Men’s Club Minute 
By Lawrence Dombrow, Men’s Club President 

I t is February, which, of course, means Groundhog Day is    
coming.  I am sure that I am not the only person who has 

thought every day during the pandemic seems like the movie 
“Groundhog Day”, with each day similar to the next.  Routine 
can be comforting, but it can also be limiting. We continue to try 
to find ways to connect during these strange times.  This year, 
Purim is  also in February and we look forward to celebrating.  
One of my favorite scenes in the Megillah is when Esther tells 
Mordecai that she cannot speak to the king to plead for the lives 
of the Jewish people because the king has not summoned her 
and it would violate the law to approach the king.  Mordecai tells 
her that if she does not, help will come from another source.  
There are always multiple ways to look at a problem.   
 In December, four regions of the Federation of Jewish 
Men’s Clubs held a virtual retreat (the original retreat was 
planned for June 2020, but had to be postponed), as well as our 
first virtual Man and Youth of the Year event.  We are sorry that 
we were not able to have our usual dinner event, but we were 
proud to honor Keith Boxer and Ilana Stein as this year’s        
honorees.   
 Please look out for information regarding our Word Wide 
Wrap, which is scheduled for February 7.  We join other Men’s 
Clubs and the Federation of Jewish Men’s Clubs in learning about 
and celebrating the mitzvah of putting on tefillin.  

The Scoop on USY 
Maya Kushner, Vice President, 
Social Action/Tikkun Olam VP  

L ast month in USY, we had two amazing events. The first was 
Meditation Night, which was very relaxing and gave us a 

chance to de-stress. The second event was Powerpoint Night, 
where each of us made presentations about silly topics and 
shared them with the rest of the group. It was such a funny   
activity and everyone had a great time.  
 February events include an Israeli cooking 
class on February 8 and hamantaschen baking 
on February 22. We hope to see everyone 
there!   

Neve Shalom would like to thank the following people for 
chanting Torah during December.   
T=Teen  JR=Junior  N=New Reader 

Torah 
Rosalie Green ........................ 1 
Rena Kallman ......................... 1 
Karen Newman ...................... 1 
Michele Rosenfield ................ 3 
Jeffrey Schulman ................... 1 
Barbara Spack ........................ 1 
Lisa Spiegel ............................ 1 

Haftarah 
Eric Goldman 
Karen Newman 
Stanley Schneider 
Larry Wineberg 

 

Dream Weavers in the  
Neve Shalom Loom Room 

Become a Dream Weaver 

  

 Have your own “priceless” experience by weaving a tallit, 
tallit gadol, tallit bag, challah cover, matzoh cover,  afikomen 
bag or even a chuppah!  It is a fascinating, meaningful and   
rewarding experience – plus it’s easy!  Let us help you design 
and weave a Judaic heirloom.   
 Make an heirloom for yourself, with, or for, someone     
special.  Give it a try!!   You can do it!! 

 

 For more information and to schedule your time on the 
loom, contact:  Cory Schneider at  717-574-1807 or 
corstan65@gmail.com  or  Jennifer  Bullock at  732-906-8565 or  
rnjbullock@aol.com. 

Weaving During a Pandemic 

 

Covid-19 may have stopped us from getting together with 
friends and family, traveling and celebrating simchas face-to-
face.  However, the Loom Room has still been providing   
wonderful experiences.  Masked families have tied tzitzit and 
experienced weavers who don’t need an instructor with them 
have been able to weave.  Any necessary  assistance was  
provided via video call. 

The Mendel family tied the tzitzit on  
son and grandson Wade’s tallit for 
his bar mitzvah in October. 

Jennifer Bullock wove a 
tallit for new son-in-law 
Jonathan Chattler.   
Daughter Marissa and 
Jonathan were married in 
November. 

mailto:corstan65@gmail.com
mailto:rnjbullock@aol.com
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The Family Tabor by Cherise Wolas  
 Harry Tabor is about to be named Man of the Decade; a           
distinction that feels like the culmination of a life well lived. Gathering 
together in Palm Springs for the celebration are his wife, Roma, a   
distinguished child psychologist, and their children: Phoebe, a          
high-powered attorney; Camille, a brilliant social anthropologist; and 
Simon, a big-firm lawyer, who brings his glamorous wife and two young 
daughters.  But immediately, cracks begin to appear in this smooth 
facade: Simon hasn’t been sleeping through the night, Camille can’t 
decide what to do with her life, and Phoebe is a little too cagey about 
her new boyfriend. Roma knows her children are hiding things. What 
she doesn’t know, what none of them know, is that Harry is suddenly 
haunted by the long-buried secret that drove him, decades ago, to 
relocate his young family to the California desert. As the ceremony 
nears, the family members are forced to confront the falsehoods upon 
which their lives are built.  

 

•  The New York Times Book Review: “Wolas illuminates the rich,     
complex histories of the older Tabor generations, when they were 
Tabornikovs, and the sense of loyalty to one’s family history is so vivid 
in the novel it is practically its own character.”  
•  The Jewish Week: “In this compelling story, luck, like love, can be 
elusive, ever-present and lost. Wolas explores Jewish identity and the 
connection to the past, with a nod to Leonard Cohen.”  

 

Cherise Wolas has a BFA and a JD, was a feature film and television 
story editor and development executive, practiced law in California and 
New York, and founded a film company, where she acquired and    
developed scripts, stories, and novels, and produced movies. Her first 
book - “The Resurrection of Joan Ashby” – received multiple accolades.   
Wolas was scheduled to appear at last years cancelled event. 
 

Book Corner 
By Amy Artman 

The Lost Shtetl by Max Gross 
 For decades, the tiny Jewish shtetl of Kreskol existed in happy         
isolation, virtually untouched and unchanged. Spared by the Holocaust 
and the Cold War, its residents enjoyed remarkable peace. It missed 
out on cars, and electricity, and the internet, and indoor plumbing. But 
when a marriage dispute spins out of control, the whole town comes 
crashing into the twenty-first century.  Pesha Lindauer, who has just 
suffered an ugly, acrimonious divorce, suddenly disappears. A day 
later, her husband goes after her, setting off a panic among the town 
elders. They send a woefully unprepared outcast named Yankel       
Lewinkopf out into the wider world to alert the Polish                       
authorities.   Venturing beyond the remote safety of Kreskol, Yankel is 
confronted by the beauty and the ravages of the modern-day outside 
world – and his reception is met with a confusing mix of disbelief,  
condescension, and unexpected kindness. When the truth eventually 
surfaces, his story and the existence of Kreskol make headlines       
nationwide…. Divided between those embracing change and those 
clinging to its old-world ways, the people of Kreskol will have to find a 
way to come together or risk their village disappearing for good. 

 

•  Kirkus Reviews:  "Reaching into the storytelling tradition that  
stretches from Sholem Aleichem to Isaac Bashevis Singer to Michael 
Chabon, the author spins an ingenious yarn about the struggle        
between past and present.”   
•   Publishers Weekly: Gross’s entertaining, sometimes disquieting, tale 
delivers laugh-out-loud moments and deep insight on human           
foolishness, resilience, and faith." 

 

Max Gross is a former staff writer for the New York Post and 
the Forward and is currently the Editor in Chief of the Commercial 
Observer.  

I 
t has been more than nine months since the 2020 Book & Author 
Event was cancelled at the last minute due to the onset of the 
COVID 19 pandemic. Little did we know in March 2020 how the 

pandemic would change our personal lives and the programming at 
Neve Shalom.  We are now in the position to again celebrate books and 
authors though a new virtual format. Neve Shalom is pleased to pre-
sent the Donald & Ruth Kahn Virtual Book & Author Event on Sunday, 
March 21, 2021 at 11:00 am.  This Zoom program will feature two 
authors who will speak about their books and respond to viewers’  
questions.    
 While it will be up to you to purchase the featured books from 
your favorite bookstore or on-line book source, we will be offering 
“virtual book signing” whereby you can submit a book signing request 
and then receive back a bookplate signed by the author. Zoom Meeting 
ID and Passcode will be available in Neve Now and other e-mail       
correspondence. 
 See below for book descriptions, reviews and author information.  
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O n February 14, at 11:00 am, Prof. Shaiel 
Ben-Ephraim (pictured, left) will be the 

Neve Shalom guest speaker in the Gilbert & 
Claudie Hayat speaker series. This will be  
presented on Zoom and will use the same 
links as our Shabbat services: Meeting ID: 886 
612 3025, (for password check out Neve Now 
or call 732-548-2238, ext. 12).  
 
 

 The following article by Prof. Ben-Ephraim from the Asia Times 
published this past June will give background and information for this 
very timely and important talk. 

 

Biden Lead Complicates Israel Annexation Plan 
US presidential candidate and his Democratic Party would, if victorious 
in November, likely reverse Trump's support for West Bank annexation 
 For months, Israel’s Benjamin Netanyahu government has been 
marching full speed ahead towards annexation of roughly 30% of the 
West Bank on the premise Donald Trump administration support      
provided a historic opportunity for the controversial move. 
 This logic, however, has been undercut with shifts in the prevailing 
winds in US politics. 
 The most recent polls show former US Vice-President Joe Biden 
holds a decisive advantage over President Donald Trump ahead of the 
elections in November. This would mean that the support of the Trump 
administration may become irrelevant a few short months after annex-
ation is planned to take place. 
 Israeli officials have taken note of this possibility and are voicing 
concern. A source in Prime Minister Netanyahu’s office, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity, told Asia Times that a Biden win would be a 
game changer. 
 “While we still want annexation to occur, many of us see how    
badly Trump is doing right now and wondering if pursuing annexation 
might not leave us completely isolated in the world,” the source said. 
The Netanyahu government has reason to be concerned over a Biden 
victory. While the former vice-president and veteran senator has     
traditionally been supportive of Israel and a loyal ally of the American 
Israel Public Affairs Committee (AIPAC), an influential lobbying group, 
he has refused to support annexation. 
 Last month, Biden came out against the move in a private meeting, 
telling a group of American Jews: “I do not support annexation. The fact 
is, I will reverse Trump’s undercutting of peace.” 
 The presidential candidate has also used proxies to carry his     
message to the public sphere. Biden’s top foreign policy advisor, former 
undersecretary of state Nicholas Burns, warned that “annexation is the 
one issue which could most harm the US-Israel relationship.” He 
warned that the move would receive “almost complete denunciation by 
the American political leadership.” 
 Congressional Democrats have uniformly come out against       
annexation. 
 A recent letter, signed by Senators Chuck Schumer of New York, 
Ben Cardin of Maryland and Robert Menendez of New Jersey, stated 

that they are “compelled to express opposition to the proposed       
unilateral annexation of territory in the West Bank.” 
 Schumer’s opposition is particularly notable due to his position as 
Senate minority leader and his reputation as the most notable       
supporter of Israel in the upper house. A similar statement was signed 
by more than 120 House Democrats, including majority leader Steny 
Hoyer. 
 Senators such as Amy Klobuchar of Minnesota, Kamala Harris of 
California and Elizabeth Warren of Massachusetts, all considered    
leading candidates to become Biden’s vice-presidential nominee, have 
also come out against annexation. 
 This is indicative of a move to the left within the Democratic  
Party, both generally and in terms of its policy towards Israel. 
 Eliot Engel, a long-time supporter of Israel, last Wednesday lost 
his primary to progressive candidate Jamaal Bowman in a major upset 
against a veteran congressman. It has become clear that annexation 
will garner no support from neither a potential Biden administration 
nor Democratic representatives in Congress. 
 Netanyahu is fully aware of this dynamic and the dangers it poses 
to Israel. However, from his perspective, it increases the urgency of a 
timely annexation. 
 David Makovsky, the director of the Washington Institute for 
Near East Policy Project on the Middle East Peace Process, told Asia 
Times that Netanyahu was fully aware that a Biden presidency will not 
support annexation, but he is looking at the longer term. 
 “In 1981 Israel applied its jurisdiction to the Golan, the US didn’t 
accept it. But 40 years later Trump did. Bibi’s view is that what matters 
is that Israel made its decision and has created facts on the ground,” 
he said, using Netanyahu’s nickname. 
 Netanyahu is looking towards his legacy, rather than the         
immediate repercussions of annexation. As Makovsky explained,   
annexing while Trump is still in power allows Israel to “maximize the 
alignment of stars while minimizing the political fallout and focus on 
shaping his legacy.” 
 However, Netanyahu cannot shape annexation unilaterally. The 
current Israeli government is centered on a shaky coalition between 
the Likud and the Blue and White Party led by Defense Minister Benny 
Gantz and Foreign Minister Gaby Ashkenazi. 
 According to the coalition deal between Netanyahu and his    
former opponent Gantz, the government can start to move ahead with 
the annexation of roughly 30% of the West Bank on July 1. Gantz and 
his party agreed they would not block annexation in return for        
concessions on domestic issues. 
 It is no secret that the leadership of the Blue and White party are 
not enthusiastic supporters of annexation. Both Gantz and Ashkenazi 
have expressed reservations over the wisdom of annexation. Biden’s 
lead in the polls gives the Blue and White position new weight. 
 Ofer Zalzberg, senior analyst at the International Crisis Group’s 
Arab-Israel Project, told Asia Times that Biden’s strength in the polls 
leads Netanyahu to be more attentive to the demands of the Blue and 
White ministers “and the more limited forms of annexation they   
contemplate.” 
 The Blue and White party could yet attempt to bury annexation 
plans, or at least limit their scope. 
 According to Israeli Army Radio, an unnamed UN official divulged 
that in private conversations Ashkenazi “can’t fathom a single logical 
reason for Israel to take a unilateral step” on annexation. 
 Many in the Foreign Ministry are equally unhappy with            
annexation, particularly in light of the increased possibility that Trump 
could be a one-term president. 
 

continued on page 10….. 
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 W ell, the fact is, this article is very much like the one          
published last February in this Bulletin, before Covid-19 

changed the way we congregate. But one thing hasn’t changed in the 
past year: To celebrate our 30th Susy Schwartz Concert, we’re still   
looking forward to having the Divas on the Bima present a fabulous 
program for us. 
 This year’s concert will be different from the event originally 
planned. The Divas have been preparing for us a program that will be 
joyous, “haymish” and, of course, virtual. They will be coming right 
into our homes with a collection of high quality, expertly-recorded 
duets, solos and full ensemble works that are not available to the  
general public, punctuated by live commentary between songs and a 
Q&A session at the end. 
 Much loved in their own congregations, as an ensemble they 
bring a rich sound that blends their four well-cultivated voices into a 
repertoire that includes contemporary as well as distinctly Jewish  
pieces. Broadway musical lovers won’t be disappointed either. 
 
About the Divas: 
Jen Cohen began her career living in Nashville, TN and toured the 
United States with her band.  She serves as Cantor of Temple Beth 
Sholom in Cherry Hill NJ. 

 

Magda Fishman was both a singer and trumpet player in the Israeli 
Defense Forces before making her way to New York to pursue musical 
theater and jazz and founding her band, Shorashim.   Magda is the 
Cantor at B'nai Torah Congregation in Boca Raton FL. 

 

Alisa Pomerantz-Boro comes from a rabbinic and musical family and 
has deep roots in cantorial, folk and popular music. She is the Hazzan 
at Congregation Beth El in Voorhees NJ. 

 

Elizabeth Shammash is classically- trained and enjoyed an operatic, 
concert and recital career before receiving formal training as a cantor.  
Lizzy is the Cantor at Tiferet Bet Israel in Blue Bell, PA. 
 
This year’s Susy Schwartz Concert will happen on Sunday, April 25 at 
7:00 pm. The concert is the primary source of funding for the Susy 
Schwartz Memorial Scholarship Fund, which provides each Neve 
Shalom Bar and Bat Mitzvah child a “Passport to Israel,” currently 
valued at $2,000.  
 
 The Passport to Israel program is one of Neve Shalom’s great 
gems and a perk of membership. The Passport, presented from the 
bimah during the Bar/Bat Mitzvah service, is a voucher that may be 
redeemed towards a trip to Israel that has an educational component, 
taken between the completion of ninth grade and the end of college. 
High school students using the Passport are also eligible to receive 
additional funds from the Jewish Federation in the Heart of New    
Jersey.  
 The post-trip articles by our Passport recipients, which have typi-
cally appeared in our Neve Shalom Bulletins, confirm the value of the 
program: These Israel experiences really do instill in our kids a lifelong 
love of the State of Israel. Approximately 150 of our students have 
redeemed their Passport since the program’s inception.  

30th Annual Susy Schwartz Memorial Scholarship Fund Concert 

By Rena Kallman 

 The long history of the concert is a testament to the memory of a 
larger-than-life member, Susy Schwartz, who died prematurely in 
1990. It’s also a testament to the staying power of an idea. Loving 
Israel and young people as she did, Susy would have been very proud 
to watch the parade of students who have jumped at the chance to go 
to Israel and have benefitted from the fund’s generous stipend. We 
hope the availability of this opportunity will encourage our current 
and still-eligible Hebrew School families to both support the concert 
and help their children explore the many options for educational   
experiences in Israel.  
   Concert tickets are available on a per-household basis and are on 
sale now on the shul website, www.neveshalom.net.  They may also 
be purchased by mail or through the Neve Shalom office. 
 On behalf of the next generation, please consider becoming a 
Benefactor ($200) or Patron ($100) of the April 25th concert.        
Benefactors and Patrons receive household admission, name listed in 
the concert program and more. General Admission tickets are $30 per 
household. Contact the Neve Shalom office at 732- 548-2238, ext. 12, 

N eve Shalom continues to  support the efforts of  Jewish Family 
Service of    Middlesex County to help the needy by    collecting 

food for the  Kosher Food Pantry.  Food donations may be left at the  
synagogue in the  closet near the stairs next to the stage. USY will be  
collecting a    different item each month to be  donated. Please watch 
Neve Now! for more  information. Thank you for  supporting these 
efforts!  

Wait a minute (you’re thinking) - this article looks really familiar . . .  

file:///C:/Users/Mindy/Downloads/www.neveshalom.net
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…...continued from page 7 

 “If Biden wins and is beholden to the Bernie [Sanders]           
supporters, the US may not veto possible UN sanctions against us,” a 
senior source in Israel’s Foreign Ministry told Asia Times. 
 Another Israeli Foreign Ministry source told Asia Times, “from 
the minister on down, there is anxiety over this move. We have not 
been prepared to deal with the fallout, we do not really see a benefit 
in pursuing annexation.” 
 The Foreign Ministry will be the ones tasked with defending 
annexation before the rest of the world. 
 Trump’s special representative for the peace process, Jared 
Kushner, is reportedly concerned that large scale annexation could 
keep the Palestinians from the negotiation table and impede        
cooperation with the Gulf States. 
 As a result of these misgivings, it is reported that the Trump 
administration is now backing a smaller annexation map. An         
unnamed Trump official told Reuters: “Ultimately, as the team     
approaches this thought of annexation, the main thing going through 
our heads is, ‘Does this in fact help advance the cause of peace?’” 
 The Netanyahu government is too invested in annexation to 
abandon it completely. All indications now point towards a limited 
application of annexation, perhaps to a few settlements near         
Jerusalem before the next elections. 
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BARRY MILLER FUND 
In Memory Of .......................................From 
Marilyn Miller ......................................... Brandon Wind 
Marilyn Miller ......................................... Diane and Murray Horn 
Marilyn Miller ......................................... Sabrina Wind 
 
COMMUNITY KIDDUSH FUND 
In Memory Of .......................................From 
Bernard Shlossman................................. Lawrence Dombrow 
 
DEBORAH ANES MEMORIAL YOUTH FUND 
In Honor Of ...........................................From 
USY Program - thank you for the  
lovely Chanukah gift ............................... Edna Sherber 
USY Program - thank you! ...................... Flora Cowen 
USY Program - thank you for the  
Chanukah bag.  We look forward to 
 a better year ahead. .............................. Marian Kaufman 
Aidan Sinha - my grandson's  
bar mitzvah ............................................ Marlene Fineman 
Ashley Ringel - my granddaughter's  
bat mitzvah ............................................ Marlene Fineman 
In Memory Of .......................................From 
Marilyn Miller ......................................... Jonathan Greenberg and Stacey Sern 
Bernard Shlossman - We were sorry  
to hear about your father's passing. ...... The Sessler Family  
 
FRIENDS OF NEVE SHALOM NURSERY SCHOOL FUND 
In Honor Of ...........................................From 
Jody and Stuart Mantel - congratulations 
 on the birth of your granddaughter ...... Peter and Carol Hacker 
Rich and Jennifer Bullock -  
congratulations on the wedding of  
Marissa and Jonathan ............................ Peter and Carol Hacker 
In Memory Of .......................................From 
Bernard Shlossman................................. Peter and Carol Hacker 
Evelyn Hacker ......................................... Peter and Carol Hacker 
 
GERSHON ROBINSON MUSIC & ART/TURTLETAUB MUSIC LIBRARY FUND 
In Memory Of .......................................From 
Joe Robinson .......................................... Fredda Robinson 
 
MAX ROLLER LIBRARY FUND 
In Memory Of .......................................From 
Abe Fineman .......................................... Marlene Fineman 
Rochel Leah Rawitz................................. Marlene Fineman 
Stephen Moskowitz ................................ Martin and Marilyn Tessler 

NER TAMID/GENERAL FUND  
In Honor Of .......................................... From 
Neve Shalom- thank you for all you do! .. Adriana Cuervo 
Keith Boxer- "Yasher koach" on your  
selection as Men's Club Man of  
the Year. A well-deserved honor ............ Joel and Michele Bassoff 
In Memory Of ....................................... From 
Judy Tabak .............................................. Benjamin and Gladys Leibowitz 
Gloria Preminger ..................................... Ira and Amy Artman 
Joseph Artman ........................................ Ira and Amy Artman 
Leonard Preminger ................................. Ira and Amy Artman 
Judy Tabak .............................................. Larry Wineberg 
Morris Kaplan ......................................... Lawrence Dombrow 
Paul Goldring .......................................... Marc Goldring 
Barnet Ginsburg ...................................... Marcia Horn 
Esther Kalfus ........................................... Richard Kalfus 
Sam Rand ................................................ Stanley and Marilyn Loewenthal 
Bernard Perry.......................................... Stephan and Beverly Perry 
Bernard Shlossman ................................. Stephan Gross and Judith Harrison 
Abraham Richman .................................. Steven and Judy Richman 
 
RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
In Honor Of .......................................... From 
Irwin Slurzberg - Good health and best  
wishes on your milestone birthday ......... Harriet Kaplan 
Marissa Bullock and  
Jonathan Chattler's wedding  .................. Kenneth and Sara Emmer 
Irwin Slurzberg's special birthday ........... Richard and Barbara Helfman 
Dr. Katherine Teets ................................. Sandra Moss 
In Memory Of ....................................... From 
Luba Perlman .......................................... Barbara Reed and Michael Kesler 
Steven Koster .......................................... Craig and Joanna Koster 
Marilyn Miller ......................................... Lena Feld 
Stuart Thurer .......................................... Mindy Osterman, Justin and Asher Thurer 
Walter Bullock ........................................ Richard and Jennifer Bullock 
Walter Kamins ........................................ Richard and Jennifer Bullock 
Judy Tabak .............................................. Seymour Tabak and Family 
Selma Horowitz ....................................... Susan and Malvin Keller 
Judy Tabak - We will always remember  
Judy for her smile, her generosity  
and her good heart ................................. Susan Levinson and Melinda Zalma 

We Gratefully Acknowledge 
and thank the following generous contributors to our funds: 

If you would like to include the name of       
someone who is ill (including yourself) to be recited for a  

Mi Sheberach (prayer for healing) when the Torah is read, 
please e-mail the Hebrew (preferred) or English name of that  

individual to Steve Gross  at stephang@optonline.net.  

  

You may also contact the synagogue  office by phone 
with this information. 

 

mailto:stephang@optonline.net
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HEBREW DATE ENGLISH DATE DECEASED’S NAME MOURNER 

19 Shevat 2/1/2021 Arnold Storfer Brother of Stanley Storfer 
20 Shevat 2/2/2021 Ben Kaslowitz Father of Marilyn Bergman 
    Anna Baras Mother of Renee Bromberg 
    Jack Podelsky Father of Abe Podelsky 
    Beth Fendell Sister of Pamela Berenfeld 
    Molly Zigman Mother of Gail Kanar 
21 Shevat 2/3/2021 Marion Shepard Mother of Andrew Shepard 
    Clara Scherl Grandmother of Robin Horwitz 
    Jay L. Ash Great-Uncle of Adam Glinn 
    Paul Johnsen Father of Christine Becker 
    Julius Wise Brother-in-Law of Stanley Schneider, Uncle of Steven Schneider 
22 Shevat 2/4/2021 Oscar Thor Father of Merrill Thor 
    Sally Shimanowitz Mother of Ronald Shimanowitz 
    Rose Steinberg Grandmother of Sheila Rabinowitz 
    Haskell Askin Brother of Miriam Saruya 
23 Shevat 2/5/2021 Ira Wiesner Father of Robert Wiesner 
    Rose Sokolik Mother of Dorothy Rubinstein 
    Muriel Sherman Mother of Michael Sherman 
24 Shevat 2/6/2021 Regina Neugroschel Mother of Eric Neugroschel 
    Jerry Greenberg First Husband of Sandra Wunder 
    Anabel Labendz Mother of Abigail Garb 
    Carolyn Newman Mother of Jonathan Newman 
25 Shevat 2/7/2021 Milton Buchbinder Father of Flora Cowen 
    Stanley Kleiman Father of Michael Kleiman 
    Estelle Weinstein Mother-in-Law of Karen Newman 
    Tessie Hoffman Mother-in-Law of Philip Schreiber 
    Jerry Buckbinder Uncle of Nancy Lipschutz 
26 Shevat 2/8/2021 Charles Rudin Father of Stuart Rudin 
    Alicia Newman Wife of Walter Newman 
    Mary Gottlieb Grandmother of Elissa Glinn 
    Harry Nieman Father of Sondra Caplan 
27 Shevat 2/9/2021 Doris Heisler Mother of Faith Heisler 
    Robert Slobobien Son of Stanley and Gail Slobodien 
    Louis Kaminowitz Father of Susan Berlin 
    Laura Richman Mother of Steven Richman 
28 Shevat 2/10/2021 Robert Boxer Brother of Keith Boxer 
    Max Blum Grandfather of Karen Newman 
    Aaron Kaufman Grandfather of Howard Kaufman 
29 Shevat 2/11/2021 Alan Stone Husband of Marilyn Stone 
    Milton Joseph Schreiber Brother of Philip Schreiber 
    Ida Mikelonis Mother of Elaine Glick 
30 Shevat 2/12/2021 Gladys Stacy Aunt of Gary Leslie 
    Anna Podelsky Mother of Abe Podelsky 
01 Adar 2/13/2021 Frances Sperber Mother of Ellen Clarkson 
    Samuel E. Stone Father-in-Law of Marilyn Stone 
    William Gietter Father of Sharon Ludwin 
    Anna Simon Mother of Murray Simon 
    Morris Schluger Grandfather of Carol Hacker 
2 Adar 2/14/2021 Betty Loshin Mother of Andrea Colby 
    Judith Kamins Mother of Jennifer Bullock 
    Joseph Abraham Father of Dorothy Rubinstein 
3 Adar 2/15/2021 Esther Rickles Mother of Eileen Freihon 
    Martin Greene Father of Joyce Leslie 
    Solomon Brickman Father of Barbara Spack 
    Belle Epstein Mother of Albert Epstein 

http://www.neveshalom.net/calendar
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 3 Adar 2/15/2021  Barbara Suter Sister of Fredric Gross 
    Marcia Contatore Sister of Carol Hacker 
4 Adar 2/16/2021 Robert Zahler Father of Mindy Epstein 
    Marilyn Bergman Wife of Jerome Bergman 
5 Adar 2/17/2021 Joseph Tilbor Father-in-Law of Beverly Tilbor, Grandfather of Mark Tilbor 
    Miriam Schulman Mother of Jeffrey Schulman 
    William S. Freiberg Father of Marian Kaufman 
    Philip Sherman Father of Judith Sherman 
6 Adar 2/18/2021 Mortimer Gray Father of Roberta Geller 
    Rose Mendelson Mother of Barry Mendelson 
7 Adar 2/19/2021 Fannie Zucker Mother of Beverly Tilbor, Grandmother of Mark Tilbor 
    Debra Greenberg Mother of Jonathan and Bruce Greenberg 
    Moe Wineberg Father of Larry Wineberg, Friend & Companion of Marcia Horn 
    Celia Korbman Grandmother of Florine Kaplan 
    Alan Richman Father of Lincoln Richman 
8 Adar 2/20/2021 Rachel Stanly Aunt of Ronald Becker 
    Milton Spiegel Father of Daniel Spiegel 
    Aron Weiser Father of Steven Weiser 
    Harold Galenson Uncle of David Yellin 
9 Adar 2/21/2021 Morton Fields Husband of Sandra Fields 
    Nelson Mantel Father of Stuart Mantel 
    Pearl Kaplan Mother of Aimee Braverman 
10 Adar 2/22/2021 Erving Freihon Father of Arthur Freihon 
    Sam Parisi Grandfather of Mindy Osterman 
    Jack Braun Brother of Marlene Fineman 
11 Adar 2/23/2021 Victoria Goldstein Mother of Fredda Robinson 
    Eleanor Hershkowitz Mother of Lisa Heskes 
    Judith Steinhardt Wife of Ralph Steinhardt, Mother of Susan Steinhardt 
    Emma Rose Rabinowitz Granddaughter of Sheila Rabinowitz 
    Risa Bass Sister of Seymour Tabak 
    Nancy Schluger Aunt of Carol Hacker 
12 Adar 2/24/2021 Gershon Robinson Father-in-Law of Fredda Robinson 
    Rose Leslie Mother of Gary Leslie 
    Carmine Serratelli Father of Thomas Serratelli 
    Fred Blum Father of Karen Newman 
    David Kass Grandfather of Eric Goldman 
    Morris Burbe Father of Carole Semel 
13 Adar 2/25/2021 Sidney Rickles Father of Eileen Freihon 
    Rose Ludwin Mother of Elliott Ludwin 
    Joel Mendelson Father of Judy Richman 
    Evelyn Fitzel Mother of Shelley Lampf 
14 Adar 2/26/2021 Evelyn Greene Mother of Joyce Leslie 
    Ronald Narode Brother of Karen Zuckerman 
    Harry Isaacs Grandfather of Elyse Schulman 
15 Adar 2/27/2021 Reubin Reichel Father-in-Law of Karen Reichel 
    Aaron Samuelson Father of Herbert Samuelson 
    Ernest Marburg Father of Stephen Marburg 
    Jeannette Nelson Mother of Eleanor Massey 
    Hilda Moses Mother of Elaine Goldstein 
16 Adar 2/28/2021 Ruth Blum Grandmother of Karen Newman 
    Douglas Kessler  Brother-in-Law of Lawrence Dombrow 
    Deborah Anes Wife of Ronald Anes 

HEBREW DATE ENGLISH DATE DECEASED’S NAME MOURNER 
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Commercial Litigation, Collections and Bankruptcy 

Nationwide 

SAMUEL and JOY GRAFTON 

POPPER and GRAFTON  -  ATTORNEYS AT LAW 
 

 
 

225 West 34th Street  
Suite 1806 
New York, NY 10122-1600 

212-290-2630  

10 MAIN STREET 732-634-8500    
WOODBRIDGE, NJ 07095 732-634-1521 
800-729-0582 Fax:  732-750-0120 

MEMORIAL CENTER 

HAIMM MONUMENTS FOR 
ALL CEMETERIES 

GOLDSTEIN 

FUNERAL CHAPEL  INC. 

We value the dignity and the sanctity of the 
Jewish soul and we uphold and maintain 

reverence for the Jewish tradition. 
 

Exclusively Jewish Operated 
Conveniently Located 

Large Chapels 
 

Martin Goldstein, Mgr. 
N.J. Lic. 4025 

2015 Woodbridge Avenue, Edison 

732-777-0032 

Know someone who needs help? 

Don’t Keep It Under Your Hat! 

  
Know someone in need of help during an illness, after 

surgery, after the birth of a child, please contact the 
Mitzvah Mission. 

No Mission Is Impossible! 
tikkunolam@neveshalom.net 

732-858-1764 
 

mailto:tikkunolam@neveshalom.net
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Neve Shalom 

Jewish Community Center 

250 Grove Avenue 

Metuchen, NJ  08840 

732-548-2238 

 February 2021 — Shevat/Adar 5781 


