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By Gerald Zelizer

From Our Rabbi….Eric Rosin

T

here is a famous (if exasperating)
passage in the Talmud in which one of
the rabbis, Rabbi Yehoshua ben Haninia, tells
the story of a mishap that he experienced on
one of his travels. “Once,” he begins, “I was
traveling and I met a child at a crossroads. I
asked him, ‘Which way leads to the city?’ He
replied, pointing down one of the roads, ‘this
way is short and long,’ and pointing down the
other, he said, ‘that way is long and short.’
“I chose to follow the ‘short and long’
way.” He continues. “I soon reached the city
but found my approach obstructed by
gardens and orchards. So I retraced my steps
and said to the child: ‘My son, did you not
tell me that this is the short way?’ He
responded, ‘Didn’t I also tell you that it is
long?‘”
For these past many weeks, at the same
time that I have been struggling with the
challenge of leading and caring for a
community under quarantine, and the equally
challenging conundrum of how to balance my
position with Jen’s medical practice and the
Sisyphean task of keeping a three and a half
(now four) year old boy occupied with no one
to play with other than Mommy and Abba, I
have been wrestling with the question of
whether or not begin to “stream” our
Shabbat and festival services (making it
possible to watch or even participate in them
over the internet.)
As a Conservative rabbi leading a
Conservative congregation, this has been a
complicated process. While it is difficult to
briefly define Conservative Judaism, the tag
line that the movement adopted years ago
was “Tradition and Change.” Conservative
Judaism is committed to preserving our legal

and ritual tradition as it has been defined by
the rabbinic process, and, at the same time
using that process to facilitate the kinds of
changes that will enable our practices to
remain relevant and meaningful as our reality
evolves with the torrent of technological and
sociological changes which surround us.
I found myself at a crossroad with one
path leading towards the defense of our
tradition and the other arguing for change.
The traditional route presented a number of
impediments to streaming, specifically, the
use of electricity and technology in general
on the Sabbath and holidays, the creation of
a recording which is analogized to writing
which is also prohibited and the diminution
of the difference between our weekday
existence which is so defined by the time that
we spend in front of screens and the sacred
times when we are encouraged to turn off
our phones and computers and to spend
time with each other engaging in sacred acts
like praying, learning and, of course, since we
are Jewish, sharing meals.
The other path, the one towards
change was equally compelling and
confounding.
Many
Conservative
congregations had already chosen to begin
steaming their services in order to make
them available to those who were not able or
inclined to attend them in person. But I have
faith that this pandemic will not last forever
and I was haunted by the possibility that our
Shabbat and festival observance would be
permanently diminished by the intrusion of
the logistics and the physical apparatus
required to put our prayer services on line.
Before Covid 19, I was confident that
the path of tradition was the correct one for

this
community.
Months ago, when
I naively believed
that this period of
social
distancing
would be short and
well-defined, my
faith in the path that I had previous taken
remained unshaken.
As the reality our
situation has evolved and it has become clear
that it may be many months if not a year
before our community can once again gather
to worship and socialize together, I have found
myself paralyzed at the convergence of these
divergent paths, wanting desperately to
facilitate our shared spiritual life and loathe to
turn my back on so much of what sanctifies our
observance of Shabbat and holidays.
Several weeks ago, before the Festival of
Shavuot, the Committee of Law and Jewish
Standards, the body of Conservative Rabbis and
leaders who have been tasked with the
challenge of guiding us through the religious
and spiritual challenges of our day by viewing
them through the lens of the rabbinic process,
issued a responsum allowing the use of
streaming on Shabbat and Festivals.
Before reading the document, I was
relieved by the gift of a road map through this
challenging landscape. Here was my short and
clear path. After reading it, my respect for my
colleagues was reinforced. It is a painstaking
analysis, combining rabbinic scholarship and
technological ingenuity to answer the
traditional challenges to steaming worship
services.
It did not, however, convince me. I
remained in place, trying to ascertain a path
forward that would both honestly honor our
(continued on page 12)
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By Hazzan Sheldon Levin
Confirmation
We are very proud of our tenth grade Hebrew High class: Rachel Dobbs, Shaina Garb, Farrah
Grubman, Maya Kushner, and Brian Schuetz. Usually, on Shavuot this class would have a
Confirmation Service. Because of the current streaming policies, we were not able to do this
on Shavuot. On Friday evening, June 12, this class led parts of the service and spoke about
their Jewish experiences during our Friday evening streamed service. Thanks to David Garb,
they joined together to sing “Adon Olam as a “virtual choir.”
Honoring our Ritual Volunteers
Each year we recognize those who have read Torah, Haftarah, Megillot and other ritual
activities. We track how many times everyone has read Torah. This year one person has
moved up to the thousand plus category. On Friday evening June 19 at our online service, we
virtually thanked everyone who helps makes our ritual experiences at Neve Shalom so
participatory. Please join us for this very wonderful service and program.
Adapting to New Platforms
After many decades as a cantor and educator I never imagined I would be trying to lead
services and classes in such different formats. Quickly as the pandemic forced us to stay
separated from friends and family, I helped plan ways people could do a virtual seder. I
taught that both to Neve Shalom families and on a webinar sponsored by United Synagogue
to families across the country. Then when the Cantors Assembly shared online videos of fun
ways to present parts of the seder, my video of Pesach songs for young children was a big hit.
For Neve Shalom, using Zoom, I have continued teaching bar and bat mitzvah lessons,
Religious School singing sessions and prayer classes, Adult Ed classes and programs and Early
Childhood Friday morning singing. I was part of several virtual bar and bat mitzvah services.
For the community choir, Makhelat HaMercaz, I organized and taught sectional rehearsals to
learn the music online. For next fall the community choir is planning a series of music classes,
sing along opportunities, virtual concerts, online social events and more opportunities to
learn new Jewish music from your homes.
The Rabbinical Assembly together with the Cantors, educators and Conservative lay
leaders, are putting together Task Forces to help plan for the coming High Holiday days. I
have been invited to join one of those groups and hope to bring insights from the problems
and solutions we share nationally, to help design this year’s special Neve Shalom High Holiday
experiences. There is no one solution that will work for every congregation and I look forward
to working together with Rabbi Rosin, the Neve Health Task Force, our Ritual committee and
lay leaders to do our best to adapt to these new and trying times.
I hope you are healthy and look forward to days when we can be singing and praying
together in person and not just virtually in the months to come.

In Memoriam
Sol Dombrow,
father of Lawrence Dombrow

Helen Goldberg,
mother of Lauren Howitt

Rita Berman,
mother of Deborah Berman

Sadia Teboul,
father of Eric Teboul

Neil Seid,
step-father of Melissa Jacobs

Joan Cohen,
wife of Howard Cohen

Emily Ann Maltby,
mother of Nancy Shlossman

Judy Simet,
our member

Arsenio Negron and Teresa Diaz,
father-in-law and mother-in-law,
of Ermi Henriquez

Celia Shultz,
mother of Gail Adler

Ed Levinson,
our member and husband
of Susan Levinson

Minnie Anes,
mother of Ronald Anes
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Bernard Kalfus,
our member and uncle
of Richard Kalfus
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From the Synagogue President

A

few months ago, some time before the Covid-19 pandemic hit,
we had the opportunity to open some Chinese fortune cookies.
We all eagerly opened up our cookies to find our fortunes. While most
of the time, these tiny slips of paper contain inoffensive, fairly generic
pronouncements like, “If at first you don’t succeed, try, try again”,
when I unfolded this particular tiny document, it read:

By Andrea L. Colby

steps to minimize exposure and spread so we are all healthy and
safe.
I also feel it important to address the heart-wrenching events
taking place throughout our country in the wake of the shocking
death of George Floyd, an African-American man, in Minneapolis on
May 26. As Jews, as mentioned above, we believe in pikuach
nefesh—the preservation of life—and as Americans, we believe in
our Constitutional rights to “life, liberty and the pursuit of
happiness”. Speaking for myself, I feel strongly that we must
support these rights for all our people, of all races, ethnicities and
religions. Violence inflicted on anyone is never the solution.
What has been transpiring in our cities this past week has taken
me back to the protests that took place during the 1960’s when I was
a child. The same issues being protested then have again risen to
the surface. We, as an American community, have come to a
greater understanding of the tragic persecution of communities of
color and the fear that pervades their everyday lives. We now
realize that it is time to take significant and effective steps to address
these issues. We, as a Jewish community, stand with those who
have suffered.
When I awoke this morning, I felt despair. Suddenly, I noticed
the little piece of paper on my mirror which read, “Your faith
sustains you through difficult times” and I realized that we must have
faith to carry us through these times: in God, in each other, in our
country, and in our ourselves. It may be a path filled with obstacles
and
challenges, but we will make our way through to create a
better, more compassionate world in which everyone feels they have
a rightful, safe place.
We look forward to working as a community to bolster each
other’s faith and give our Neve Shalom community and, indeed, our
entire nation the strength to travel together to the other side of
these challenges.

Your faith sustains you through difficult times.
At the time, I had no idea how prescient that statement would be,
but I folded it up, put it in my wallet and stuck it up on my bathroom
mirror so I could see it every day.
We are, indeed, living through difficult times. We are coping with
a dangerous virus, economic pain and huge turmoil in our country. Our
faith and our spiritual community will give us the strength to endure.
Here at Neve Shalom, we have done our best to be here for each other
and our community. It has been challenging and has tested us all in
ways we had never anticipated. We have had so many wonderful
members of our Neve Shalom family step up with their creativity and
resourcefulness to keep us going and we will continue to need
everyone’s help to support each other over the coming months. We
will get through this, together!
We are very cautiously looking at how we can being to walk along
the “road back” to coming together to the extent that it is safe. Rabbi
Rosin, Stuart Shlossman and I met with our Virus Task Force a few
days ago. We thank these dedicated medical and healthcare
professionals (Dr. Marci Berger, Dr. Richard Bullock, Christina Daniels,
R.N., Dan Hirsch, Dr. Michael Kleiman, Dr. Larry Kleinman, and Nancy
Shlossman, R.N.) for their courage, their wisdom and advice and their
ongoing willingness to help us in finding our way in this unprecedented
situation. We remain devoted to the basic Jewish value of pikuach
nefesh—preserving life—so that you know that we will only do what is
most safe and healthy for our community. We must all be patient and
deliberate in the way in which we move forward so that we preserve
the health of even the most vulnerable members of our community.
This means that we will have to do things differently, both in
terms of the numbers of us who can gather and in terms of how we
gather. Stu’s team will be working on operationalizing the guidelines
our Virus Task Force laid out earlier this week.
In the meantime, please understand that the road back may very
well require that we limit the number of folks who can come together
indoors and outdoors, for both spiritual gatherings and for social and
educational events. We must ensure that anyone who is not feeling
well, has an underlying medical condition, or who has someone in their
home who does not feel well, stays home. We will have to enforce
strictly social distancing and appropriate personal protection gear and
practices. We understand that many of us will find this frustrating and
possibly intrusive. Those feelings are certainly understandable and
natural. Please know that all of these measures are vital to
maintaining the health of our community. We must keep in mind that
while our shutdown efforts have, to a great degree, “flattened the
curve”, the fact remains that the coronavirus continues to exist in our
community and cause illness. As we move forward, we will ensure that
we have in place ways of connecting with everyone in our community,
whether they can be with us physically or must stay home. Until there
is an effective or vaccine, we must be vigilant in taking all necessary
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Religious School News
By Miriam Dobin, Religious School Director

I

t’s hard to believe that Religious School/ Hebrew High
School is over for this year. What a wonderful, yet
unusual year it has been. The Religious School switched
over to using Zoom technology shortly before Pesach. (See
photo below) I would like to express hakarat ha-tov/much
appreciation to our teachers who quickly learned the
mechanics of Zoom, and worked in unison to coordinate
their busy schedules and switching links between classes.
All in all, we had a successful two months online.
Attendance was terrific! Seeing the children’s faces
every class brought tremendous joy to the teachers and to
me. The children yearned to see their friends face to face
on screen and to tuning in to learn about Torah and
Judaism.
Highlights from the school year include: Apple Picking
on the Farm, Breakfast in the Sukkah, Chanukah Fun Day/
Donuts with Dad, Tu B’Shvat Fruit Carving, Purim Fun Day
during school, Zoom Pesach Model Seder, Cake Decorating
online for Yom HaAtzmaut/ Israel’s Independence Day, Lag
BaOmer Scavenger Hunt, and our lovely Mother’s Day Tea
where mothers and their children spent a morning in Zoom
class learning together.
Thanks to the children’s generosity, we raised $200
from the tzedakah/charity they brought in throughout the
year. $100 was donated to Kosher 19, to help feed
outstanding doctors, nurses, and other healthcare
professionals during this pandemic. The other $100 went
to Yad Ezra V’Shulamit which feeds and clothes poor
children in Israel.
Our Israel Twinning Program with our partners at the
Kugel School in Holon, Israel was a huge success. Our 6th
and 7th graders shared programs via Zoom and video. The
end result was an exchange of emails, phone numbers, and
the establishment of new friendships.
We had two celebrations on the last day of school:
The 7th grade made Aliyah! They had a “moving up”
ceremony. The students are not ending Religious School,
but are moving up to the next level of attending Hebrew
High School where they will apply the Judaic knowledge
they have gained over these past years.
We also bid farewell to two special madrichim/group
leaders, Maya and Donald Solomon who have graduated
High School and Hebrew High School and are headed off to
college in the fall. We wish them much mazal/luck.

Adult Education

P

rior to the quarantine, and ever
since, our congregation has
continued to present outstanding
speakers, programs, films, classes and
events. Back in September we
showed “Bombshell” after the
Selichot service. This film tells of
actress and inventor Hedy Lamar and
is a cautionary tale of what really is
important in life. Our film series
showed varied Jewish experiences
including: how Jewish moguls created
Hollywood, a comedy starring Topol
as a new immigrant in early Israel;
the Coen Brothers’ “A Serious Man”
which included a short Yiddish story
and Renee Zellweger as a woman
trying to escape the confines of her
Ultra-Orthodox community.
Speakers included Lior Sternfeld
talking about Jews of Iran and Bizu
Riki Mullu sharing personal and
historic issues which faced Ethiopian
Jews in Africa and Israel. David
Greenberg spoke about Congressman John Lewis. Our Gerald L. Zelizer Scholar this year was Gary
Rendsburg who brilliantly illustrated
the use of literary devices in Torah
texts. We thank all the benefactors
who helped bring him to Neve
Shalom. With their help, and that of
additional donors, we will continue to
bring high quality scholars to
Metuchen.
Even after the building closed due
to the quarantine, we brought
excellent speakers via the Internet.
Martin Raffel explained complicated
Israeli election issues hours prior to
the formation of the new “Unity
Government.” Together with Temple
Emanu-El we hosted Rabbi Mordecai
Schwartz who explained how
Talmud was created. We are so
grateful to Claudie and Gilbert Hayat
who each year sponsor our speaker
series. Our plan for next fall is to
continue using streaming platforms
to bring speakers on Sunday
mornings and then hopefully in the
Spring to return to in-person
presentations on Shabbat or Sundays.
With the help of Claudie and Gilbert
we hope to continue bringing great
speakers to Neve Shalom for years to
come.
This year we worked with Temple
Emanu-El to enable members of both
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By Hazzan Sheldon Levin
congregations to attend Adult Ed
classes presented at each. Rabbi Rosin
taught Sunday morning classes and
Rabbi Gutterman taught “Joshua and
Beyond” at Brewed Awakening and a
“lunch and learn” at Emanu-El. They
jointly taught “This Jewish Moment.”
Cantor Kohn taught about Jews and
Broadway and Hazzan Levin worked
with the Milken Archives to pilot a
new curriculum “What Makes Music
Jewish.” That series continues next
fall. Steve Gross taught a Talmud class
and Adam Gross formed a Hebrew
Chug. Hazzan Levin and Rabbi Appel
hosted “Sex in the Text.” We had a
monthly Book Club and the Men’s
Club did the weekly “Torah on Tap.”
Michele Rosenfield organized the
Shabbat afternoon seudah and study
and taught a class to Hebrew School
parents. After distancing rules came
into effect, we quickly adapted many
classes and speakers to Zoom venues.
We held special programs including
the annual Global Day of Jewish Study
with several outstanding talks by local
rabbis. Two musical highlights were
the “Stars of David” musical with five
area cantors and “Loesser, Lerner &
Loewe” featuring many talented Neve
Shalom singers. In recent weeks we
hosted Yom HaShoa and Yom
Yerushalayim events online.
We thank all who taught,
participated or attended any of our
programs, classes and special events.
Thanks to Sam Grafton, Amy Artman
and the Adult Education Committee
for their work, support and ideas.
The Adult Education committee is
planning for next year. The two
speakers scheduled for March and
April are now rescheduled for
Sundays online for the fall. An
outstanding teacher from the Jewish
Theological Seminary, Dr. Benjamin
Gampel, will be our Rabbi Gerald
Zelizer scholar. We are busy planning
classes, speakers and additional
programs for the coming year. We will
continue to stream them and look
forward to the time when we can
safely be together in person. We pray
you are healthy and thank you for
your support as we continue to offer
so many wonderful and varied
educational opportunities at Neve
Shalom.
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Men’s Club Minute

Early Childhood Center News

By Lawrence Dombrow, Men’s Club President

By Judy Slutzky, Vice President, Education

I

The Early Childhood Center teachers have
been busy conducting daily lessons for the
youngsters since we went remote. Emails
have been sent to parents which include
videos of the teachers reading stories,
links to special people reading stories,
ideas for crafts to do both indoors and out
in addition to their regular Zoom time. Many of the little ones enjoy
Zoom because they can see their classmates and chat and be silly.
Often the teachers have special lunch sessions with their classes to
read a story while the little ones are eating. They also use the time
to introduce a special game like bingo. Once a week the students
listen to Rabbi Rosin read a story and also sing along with Hazzan
Levin.
Our year end activities were held on the last day of school,
June 11. We had a “drive-by” in the parking lot. Everyone stayed in
their cars and honked their horns to celebrate. The teachers passed
out special summer gifts which were placed in car trunks. Then on
Friday, June 12, the celebration continued through a special schoolwide Zoom party. A slideshow of the students was displayed along
with songs and dancing. We also had a special send off to our pre-K
graduates and wished them good luck starting elementary school
next year.

start this article by joining with all other aspects of Neve Shalom, in
wishing the entire community health and peace in these difficult
times. The Men’s Club hopes that all are doing well and we offer our
collective prayers to all who have been affected by the covid-19 crisis,
which, of course, means everyone. I started writing this in April,
because usually articles are due over a month before they go to print.
So it happened to be the twenty-fifth anniversary of the bombing of
the Oklahoma City federal building. To commemorate the event, l
listened to former President Clinton’s speech at the memorial. He
spoke of overcoming adversity and being there for one another and
feeling other’s pain, even if we could not place ourselves in their
shoes. It is a moving speech and pertinent to our times. I also
happened to listen to Lou Gehrig’s farewell speech. There, despite
his crippling illness, he calls himself “the luckiest man on the face of
the Earth,” surely a reminder that for all of the horror going on right
now, we have a lot for which to be thankful.
I wish that I could report on all of the wonderful events that the
Men’s Club offered over the last few months. Unfortunately, we have
not been able to conduct those events because of the current
situation. We are heartbroken that we were not able to host our
annual pasta night this year or deliver yellow candles for Yom
Hashoah.
I figure that this is a pretty good time to sit back and take stock
of the year. Being president of an organization is something entirely
new for me, and I know that there are many areas upon which I can
improve. We hope to be able to do a better job of communicating
with our members, both in terms of getting out publicity regarding
what the Men’s Club is doing, as well as simply reaching out,
introducing ourselves and getting to know one another. I have fallen
short on that this year and that will be one of my major goals going
forward. We want to push for broader participation. As I have
mentioned in the past, our monthly meetings are general
membership meetings. Our next one should be July 9. It will probably
be virtual, but please join us and express your ideas.
I want to offer a heartfelt thank you to everyone who helped the
Men’s Club do what it does best, and I look forward to working
together again next year.

“On the House”
By Peter Hacker, Vice President, House Committee

I

hope that you are all doing well. Although our building is closed,
things still need to be taken care of. Our custodial staff has been
cleaning the building in areas they cannot normally get to and they
have been deep cleaning each room. Other services still continue in
spite of the current situation.
Our office staff has been working diligently from their homes to
keep up with business as usual and they are doing a great job, Thank
you to Rita Devlin, Lisa Luzzi and Danielle Mendez.
Meanwhile, in the background, members of the security team,
Peter Hacker, Sandy Vorensky, Stu Shlossman and Steve Nagel have
worked on the NSGP FY 2020 Target Hardening Grant from NJOHSP
and submitted on time on April 1.
Just because the building is closed, it doesn’t mean things aren’t
happening. Earlier this month we had a leak in the roof over the
ballroom. Some ceiling tiles were damaged. Luckily no one was in the
building and no one was injured. We had the problem corrected and
ceiling tiles are to be replaced.
We are also in the process of speaking with roofing contractors
for estimates for future repair/replace. Once received, further
discussion will be had to determine the best way to proceed.
A roof cleaning contractor has also been hired to periodically
clean debris and maintain our roof drains so we can get ahead of
potential future problems.
Normal landscaping continues and our property looks beautiful.
We look forward to our home re-opening in the near future and
hope to see you all in person. Stay home. Be safe. Be well.

N

eve Shalom continues to support the efforts of Jewish
Family Service of Middlesex County to help the needy by
collecting food for the Kosher Food Pantry. Food donations
may be left at the synagogue in the closet near the stairs
next to the stage. USY will be collecting a different item each
month to be donated. Please watch Neve Now! for more
information. Thank you for supporting these efforts!
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ENGLISH DATE

HEBREW DATE

DECEASED’S NAME

MOURNER

7/1/2020
7/2/2020

9 Tammuz
10 Tammuz

7/3/2020

11 Tammuz

7/4/2020

12 Tammuz

7/5/2020
7/6/2020

13 Tammuz
14 Tammuz

7/7/2020

15 Tammuz

7/9/2020

17 Tammuz

7/10/2020

18 Tammuz

7/11/2020

19 Tammuz

7/12/2020

20 Tammuz

7/13/2020

21 Tammuz

7/14/2020
7/15/2020

22 Tammuz
23 Tammuz

7/16/2020

24 Tammuz

7/18/2020
7/19/2020

26 Tammuz
27 Tammuz

7/20/2020

28 Tammuz

7/21/2020

29 Tammuz

7/22/2020

1 Av

7/23/2020

2 Av

Samuel Hodes
Albert Freind
Joseph Schwadron
Donald Schildkraut
Benjamin Moslovitz
Morris Greenhouse
Hyman Slutzky
Lillian Beller
Seymour Jacowitz
Miriam Bockman
Rose Gold
Emanuel Gold
Harvey Dultz
Neill Oster
Emma Schlesinger
Samuel Senatt
Renee Mae Bodne Colby
Isadore Candeub
Leonard Schreiber
Paul Opitz
Amy Greenberg
Kurt Moses
Phyllis Anne Kirschner
Terry Glinn
James Helfman
Professor Daniel Horn
Jack Dultz
Roselyn Frederick
Rochelle Latteman
Karl Kaplan
Bernie Pickoff
Rose Dombrow
Leo Loewenthal
Bessie Spiegel
William Levine
Inge Adler
Lotte Ullman
Truda Lorch
Shirley Blacker
Frieda Kaplan
Elfrieda Marburg
Jacob Siegel
Morton Garb
Dora Kass
Helen Schoenbrun
David Neuringer
Robert Fineman
Leonard Narode
Shulamith Weiss
Morris Heller
Martin Schwemer
Julia Meadvin
Joel Horowitz
Ralph Wolman
Irving Stacy

Father of Frances Schonberger
Father of Bernice Bloom
Great Grandfather of Mindy Osterman
Father of Brett Schildkraut
Grandfather of Edward Levine
Grandfather of Beverly Perry
Father of Martin Slutzky
Mother of Mark Beller
Father of Amy Opitz
Sister-in-law of Florence Levine
Mother of Gloria Engel
Father of Sondra Markman
Husband of Davene Iris Dultz, Father of Nancy Dultz
Brother of Rhonda Silverman
Mother of Ruth Sherman
Grandfather of Steven Nagel
Mother of Michael Colby
Husband of Ruth Candeub
Brother of Philip Schreiber
Father of Brian Opitz
Sister of Jonathan and Bruce Greenberg
Father of Elaine Goldstein
Sister of Herbert Gary
Father of Adam Glinn
Brother of Richard Helfman
Husband of Marcia Horn
Father-in-law of Davene Iris Dultz
Mother of Gary Frederick
Sister of Frayda Kleiman
Uncle of Lawrence Dombrow
Stepfather of Lenore Boyarin
Grandmother of Lawrence Dombrow
Father of Stanley Loewenthal
Grandmother of Daniel Spiegel
Father of Edward Levine
Mother of Deborah Chalfin
Mother of Elyse Novello
Mother of Warren Lorch
Mother of Phyllis Weiser
Grandmother of Lawrence Dombrow
Mother of Stephen Marburg
Father of Betty Leventhal
Father of David Garb
Grandmother of Eric Goldman
Mother of Ruth Candeub
Father of Susan Lemerman
Brother-in-law of Marlene Fineman
Father of Karen Zuckerman
Mother of S.Merrill Weiss
Husband of Esther Heller
Husband of Sandra Schwemer
Mother of Carole Kussner
Father of Phyllis Frederick
Father of Sandra Moss
Uncle of Joyce Leslie
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ENGLISH DATE

summer 2020

HEBREW DATE

DECEASED’S NAME

MOURNER

7/23/2020
7/24/2020

2 Av
3 Av

7/25/2020

4 Av

7/27/2020
7/28/2020

6 Av
7 Av

7/29/2020

8 Av

7/30/2020

9 Av

7/31/2020

10 Av

8/1/2020
8/2/2020

11 Av
12 Av

8/3/2020
8/4/2020

13 Av
14 Av

8/5/2020

15 Av

8/6/2020
8/7/2020
8/8/2020

16 Av
17 Av
18 Av

8/9/2020

19 Av

8/10/2020

20 Av

8/11/2020

21 Av

8/12/2020

22 Av

8/13/2020

23 Av

8/15/2020
8/16/2020

25 Av
26 Av

8/17/2020

27 Av

8/17/2020

27 Av

Max Birnbaum
Rose Leventhal
Leon Feinson
Irving Teitelzweig
Joseph Glinn
Richard Alexander
Clara Fialk
Estelle Levine
Irwin Grossman
Goldie Cohen
Bertha Boyarin
Fred Cohen
Esther Maidanik Cohen
Martin Schulman
Nettie Parisi
Tina Berman
Solomon Fineman
Frank Kotkin
Michael Hodes
Beverly Mack
Rose Kaufman
Jean Gordon
Malka Kaswin
Seymour Richman
Morton B. Levin
Sophie Richman
Shirley Semel
Etta Levine
Julio Rotman
Jeremy Markman
Alexander Feld
Sarah Wiesner
Maurice Gordon
Irving Israel
Charles Seidner
Lillian Kaufman
Arthur Hirsch
Max Dombrow
Minnie Raibman
Ann Goldstein
Harriet Felder
Max Heshkowitz
Florence Lavin
Gerson Felder
Ida Levitt
Miriam Novik
Jennie Kaufman
Anne Schupack
Aaron Geller
Nathan Levine
Benjamin Ginsberg
Marvin Massey
Minnie Napchen
Philip Levine
Aranka Weisz
Arthur Yellin
Mussie Ull
Ann D. Alexander
Bob Jander
Sylvia Thurer

Father of Florence Levine
Mother of Emanuel Leventhal
Father of Julius Feinson
Stepfather of Judith Slutzky
Grandfather of Adam Glinn
Father of Karen Alexander
Aunt of Daniel Spiegel
Mother of Elaine Kaufman
Husband of Beatrice Grossman
Grandmother of Susan Goldman and Barbara Cohen
Grandmother of Lenore Boyarin
Father of Lauren Cohen
Grandmother of Sheila Rabinowitz
Father of Jeffrey Schulman
Grandmother of Mindy Osterman
Daughter of Beatrice Robin
Father-in-law of Marlene Fineman
Father of Carol Bernstein
brother of Frances Schonberger
Mother of Kenneth Mack
Mother of Aaron Kaufman
Mother of Susan Leckart
Mother of Reuven Kaswin
Father of Aron Richman
Father of Robert Levin
Mother of Barbara Helfman
Mother of Norman Semel
Grandmother of Edward Levine
Father of Viviana Zelizer
Son of Edward and Sondra Markman
Brother-in-law of Lena Feld
Mother of Robert Wiesner
Father of Susan Leckart
Father of Philip Israel
Father of Iris Borack
Mother of Howard Kaufman
Father of Daniel Hirsch
Uncle of Lawrence Dombrow
Grandmother of Jamie Grubman
Mother of Mark Goldstein
Mother of Randi Garber
Father of Lisa Heskes
Mother of Linda Gotlib
Father of Randi Garber
Mother of Herbert Levitt
Mother-in-law of Herbert Levitt
Grandmother of Howard Kaufman
Mother of Karen Reichel
Father of Harold Geller
Husband of Florence Levine
Grandfather of Susan Goldman and Barbara Cohen
Husband of Eleanor Massey
Mother of Joel Napchen
Father of Elaine Kaufman
Grandmother of Jennifer Bullock
Brother-in-Law of Renee Bromberg
Father of Scott Ull
Mother of Karen Alexander
Brother of Beatrice Robin
Mother-in-law of Mindy Osterman
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ENGLISH DATE

HEBREW DATE

DECEASED’S NAME

MOURNER

8/18/2020

28 Av

8/19/2020

29 Av

Anna Slobodien
Dorothy Keller
Frances Kuznetzoff
Martha Kellner
Joseph Stern
Daniel Schachner
Betty Feinson
Saul Glazer
Ida Schwartz
Shirley Chalfin
Donald Wernik

8/21/2020

1 Elul

8/23/2020

3 Elul

8/24/2020

4 Elul

8/25/2020
8/26/2020

5 Elul
6 Elul

8/27/2020

7 Elul

8/28/2020

8 Elul

8/29/2020

9 Elul

8/30/2020

10 Elul

8/31/2020

11 Elul

Mother of Stanley Slobodien
Mother of Malvin Keller
Mother of Sidney Krane
Mother of Joy Grafton
Father of Jerome Stern
Grandfather of Daniel Spiegel
Mother of Julius Feinson
Father of Linda Mendelson
Mother of Marilyn Stone
Mother of Robert Chalfin
Husband of Joyce Wernik, Uncle of Ellen Schimmel,
Brother of Charlotte Sheratsky
Father of Merle Lefkowitz
Mother of Edward Levine
Brother of Shirley Storfer
Grandmother of Steven Nagel
Sister of Flora Cowen
Father of Mark Rosenfield
Uncle of Adam Glinn
Mother of Laurence Goldberg
Mother of Ronit Thor
Mother of Bernice Bloom
Mother of Robin Diamond
Father of Michael Sherman
Brother of Nancy Shlossman
Sister of Joyce Wernik
Father of Jeffrey Einbond
Mother of Arlene Smith
Father of Bennett Lass
Mother of Joseph Novello
Father of Eric Goldman
Mother of Pamela Luks
Mother of Bernard Kanar
Father of Edward Levinson
Grandfather of Harold Geller
Grandmother of Harold Geller
Sister of Bernard Grodzicki and Gladys Leibowitz
Father of Irene Hutt
Father of Benna Brodsky
Father of Susan Kashan
Brother of Abe Podelsky
Father of Myrna Samuelson
Grandfather of Ronald Becker
Father of Harriet Lorch
Father-in-law of Beatrice Grossman
Father of Kenneth Bernstein

Jess Goldblatt
Bess Levine
Irving Feinberg
Clara Senatt
Susan Warshaw
Maishe Rosenfield
Barry Winn
Bella Goldberg
Helena Bokor
Mildred Friend
Geraldine Diamond
Louis Sherman
L. Howard Maltby
Carol Greenleaf
Max Einbond
Ida Rothman
Simon Lass
Sally Novello
Leonard Goldman
Shirley Cohen
Sonia Kanar
Leonard Levinson
Shimon David Gola
Chaya Gola
Miriam Goldman
Samuel Gordon Berkow
Louis I Brodsky
Jerome Breyer
Philip Podelsky
Irving Fenichel
Solomon Miller
Harold Solomon
Milton Grossman
Louis Bernstein
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Dream Weavers in the Neve Shalom Loom Room

What’s Your Favorite Color???
No two are the same!

E
Bob Laskoff chose a traditional
design in blues with a bit of silver.
He added a beautiful machine
embroidered tree of life to each
corner.

ach of the over 250 items
woven in the Loom Room are
original and reflect the personality,
preferences, and style of the
weaver and those for whom the
item is woven.
The colors, the striping patterns,
the size, the embroidery… it is all
customized, personalized and
unique!

Emilia Hevenstone loves pink and
cherry blossoms.
She highlighted
both on this black tallit she designed
and wove with her parents for her bat
mitzvah.

Volunteers from the Loom Room
work with you every step of the
way including help with the design.

Aaron Grubman used the portion he chanted about the 12 tribes
during his bar mitzvah as the inspiration for his tallit. It is blue
overall, with the colors of each of the tribes represented in the
striping. Bells (without clappers) and some unique machine
embroidery adorn his tallit.

Become a Dream Weaver
Have your own “priceless” experience by weaving a tallit, tallit gadol, tallit bag, challah cover, matzoh cover,
afikomen bag or even a chuppah! It is a fascinating, meaningful and rewarding experience – plus it’s easy! Let us help you
design and weave a Judaic heirloom.
Make an heirloom for yourself, with, or for, someone special. Give it a try!! You can do it!!
For more information and to schedule your time on the loom, contact: Cory Schneider at 717-574-1807 or
corstan65@gmail.com or Jennifer Bullock at 732-906-8565 or rnjbullock@aol.com.

To see more of what has been created in the Loom Room: Go to www.dropbox.com. Sign in using
the email: NeveLoomRoom@gmail.com and password: 250grove.
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his year was a challenging one for the
Commemorative Ad
Journal.
As a
result of the pandemic, what we
experienced was unprecedented. Businesses
closed, schools shut down, roadways were
empty. Shopping online was a new
experience, Doctor and hospital visits were
dramatically altered, and socialization
among friends was also transformed.
In spite of these obstacles, and thanks to
your support, the Commemorative Ad
Journal raised more than $32,000. Thank
you to Steven Schneider and Cory and
Stanley Schneider, our three honorees for
this year. We owe them our thanks, and I
owe the congregation of Neve Shalom my
sincerest gratitude for your generous
contributions.
I would also like to thank the following
people
for
their
commitment,
thoughtfulness and tremendous work ethic
in the production of the Ad Journal: editor
and designer, Mindy Osterman; cover team:
Lauren Rachel Rabinowitz and Stacey Sern;
our committee:
Deborah Berman. Josh
Danziger, Julius Feinson, Bruce Greenberg,
Dan Hirsch, Amy Opitz, Jeffrey Schulman,
Barbara Spack, Eliot Spack. David Yellin;
and the office staff: Rita Devlin, Lisa Luzzi
and Danielle Mendez.
This influx of financial support is so vital,
enabling our synagogue to continue with
programs and projects that help sustain our
vibrant community.
A yasher koach to all!
Ken Braverman,
Chairman, Ad Journal Committee
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We Gratefully Acknowledge
and thank the following generous contributors to our funds:
Chumash Fund
In Memory Of ...................................... From
Moe Wineberg ....................................... Larry Wineberg

Ner Tamid/General Fund
In Memory Of..........................................From
David Kass ...............................................Eric and Susan Goldman
Dora Kass ................................................Eric and Susan Goldman
Elaine Cohen ...........................................Eric and Susan Goldman
Elinor Goldman .......................................Eric and Susan Goldman
Goldie Cohen...........................................Eric and Susan Goldman
Leonard Goldman....................................Eric and Susan Goldman
Regina Ginsburg ......................................Eric and Susan Goldman
Rose Goldman .........................................Eric and Susan Goldman
Rubin Cohen ............................................Eric and Susan Goldman
Sam Cohen ..............................................Eric and Susan Goldman
Claire Grossman ......................................Gerald and Rhoda Grossman
Michael Grodzicki ....................................Gladys Leibowitz
Sadia Teboul ............................................Jamie and Ira Grubman
Alice Cohen .............................................Judith Cohen-Wade
Yahrzeit ...................................................Lawrence Dombrow
Sol Dombrow ..........................................Lisa and Neil Jacobson
Sarah Freiberg .........................................Marian Kaufman
William Freiberg ......................................Marian Kaufman
Seymour Kaplan ......................................Michael and Florine Kaplan
Sol Dombrow ..........................................Michael and Elana Spevack
Anna Simon .............................................Murray Simon
Sophie Schreiber .....................................Philip Schreiber
Wesley Hellner ........................................Richard Raibman and Family
Sally Shimanowitz ...................................Ronald and Diane Shimanowitz
Sol Dombrow ..........................................Stanley and Marilyn Loewenthal
Sadie Hinkes ............................................Stephan and Beverly Perry
Sol Dombrow, may God grant you
the strength to deal with it .....................Stephan Gross and Judith Harrison
Yahrzeit ...................................................Steven and Judy Richman
Lee Reiter ................................................Steven and Lori Shery
Aron Garber ............................................Steven and Phyllis Weiser
Anita Nagel..............................................Steven Nagel
Sol Horowitz ............................................Susan and Malvin Keller
Louis Kaminowitz ....................................William and Susan Berlin
Neve Shalom ...........................................Howard Sontz
Marcia and David Yellin
on becoming grandparents .....................Lawrence Dombrow
Yahrzeit ...................................................Abe and Arlene Podelsky
Robert Kussner ........................................Barry Zeveloff
Robert Kussner ........................................Bernice Bloom
Robert Kussner ........................................Cory and Stanley Schneider
Robert Kussner ........................................Edna Sherber
Louis Goldberg ........................................Edna Sherber
Geri Oldman ............................................Eleanor Massey
Yahrzeit ...................................................Faith Heisler and Fred Fischer
Robert Kussner ........................................Goodie and Arline Mollen
Robert Kussner, a kind man who
will be long remembered. .......................Iris Berman
Brenda Dessel .........................................Irving Dessel and Family
Yahrzeit ...................................................Jonathan Greenberg and Stacey Sern
Fannie Lehrhaupt ....................................Judith Spiegel
Robert Kussner ........................................Kenneth and Sara Emmer
Mollie Ginsberg .......................................Marcia Horn
Jacob Hacker, father of
Peter and Martin Hacker .........................Martin Hacker
Robert Kussner ........................................Paula and Alan Zoland
Milton Schreiber .....................................Philip Schreiber
Tessie Hoffman........................................Philip Schreiber
Robert Kussner ........................................Richard and Barbara Helfman
Jerry Buckbinder .....................................Robert and Nancy Lipschutz
Robert Kussner ........................................Rosanne Silberman and Family
Mae Sachs ...............................................Stephan and Beverly Perry

Community Kiddush Fund
In Honor Of .......................................... From
Eliot and Barbara Spack, your
granddaughter Liat's engagement.......... Rosalie Green
Neve Shalom .......................................... Sidney Krane
In Memory Of ......................................... From
Brian Caplan ........................................... Joel and Sondra Caplan
Harry Nieman ......................................... Joel and Sondra Caplan
Miriam Schulman ................................... Jeffrey Schulman
Ethel Cicchino ......................................... William and Donna Cicchino
Deborah Anes Memorial Youth Fund
In Honor Of .......................................... From
Lewis and Merle Lefkowitz, mazel tov
on your granddaughter, Hazel's
bat mitzvah............................................. Martin and Ellen Romm
In Memory Of ......................................... From
Susan Pinkowitz,
mother and grandmother....................... Jamie and Ira Grubman
Susan Pinkowitz,
sister of Linda Pittinsky ........................... Richard Raibman & Grubman Family
Don & Ruth Kahn Book & Author Fund
In Memory Of ...................................... From
Robert Kussner ....................................... Stanley and Gail Slobodien
Yahrzeit .................................................. Stanley and Gail Slobodien
Friends Of Neve Shalom Nursery School Fund
In Honor Of .......................................... From
Sandy and Abe Vorensky,
Congratulations on the birth
of your granddaughter ........................... Peter and Carol Hacker
In Memory Of ...................................... From
Sol Dombrow .......................................... Peter and Carol Hacker
Jacob Hacker, father of
Peter and Martin Hacker ........................ Peter and Carol Hacker
Gershon Robinson Music & Art/Turtletaub Music Library Fund
In Memory Of ...................................... From
Gershon Robinson .................................. Fredda Robinson
Victoria Goldstein ................................... Fredda Robinson
Dr. Aaron Kramer ................................... Rosanne Silberman and Family
Dr. Eliot Silberman.................................. Rosanne Silberman and Family
Dr. Leon H. Kramer ................................. Rosanne Silberman and Family
Esther Fischer ......................................... Rosanne Silberman and Family
Ner Tamid/General Fund
In Honor Of .......................................... From
Judith Spiegel — Happy Birthday! .......... Arthur Lehrhaupt
Francine Kraft — Happy Birthday! .......... Arthur Lehrhaupt
The Teboul Family on
Lucas' bar mitzvah .................................. Edna Sherber
Neve Shalom, thank you to everyone
who has worked so hard to keep the
synagogue going during these times. .... Lawrence Dombrow
In Memory Of ......................................... From
Sol Dombrow .......................................... Daniel and Corinne Rushefsky
Sol Dombrow .......................................... Edna Sherber
Herbert Garber ....................................... Edward and Randi Garber
Yahrzeit .................................................. Eleanor Massey
Benjamin Goldman ................................. Eric and Susan Goldman
Benjamin Ginsberg ................................. Eric and Susan Goldman

(continued on page 12)
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We Gratefully Acknowledge
and thank the following generous contributors to our funds:
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
In Honor Of .......................................... From
Aimee Braverman,
for your help and friendship ................... Judith and Seymour Tabak
Michele and Joel Bassoff, for your
help when we needed it ......................... Judith and Seymour Tabak
Rabbi Rosin, for your concern
about our health ..................................... Judith and Seymour Tabak
Stacey Sern, for your concern
about our health ..................................... Judith and Seymour Tabak
Neve Shalom........................................... Lena Feld
Andrea Colby .......................................... Stanley and Gail Slobodien
Neve Shalom........................................... Steven and Judy Richman
Neve Shalom........................................... Steven and Judy Richman
Neve Shalom........................................... Eliot and Barbara Spack
The good health of
all our congregants ................................. Elyse Schulman
Neve Shalom........................................... Mindy and Gary Epstein

Neve Shalom Blood Drive In Memory Of Michael Allan Thompson Fund
In Memory Of ....................................... From
Robert Kussner ....................................... Ed Thompson and Rita Gordon
Prayerbook Fund
In Memory Of ....................................... From
Steven Reichel ........................................ Karen Reichel
Reubin Reichel ........................................ Karen Reichel
Esther Reichel ......................................... Karen Reichel
Edward Schupack .................................... Karen Reichel
Robert Kussner ....................................... Kenneth and Aimee Braverman
Susy Schwartz Fund in Honor Of ............ From
Eliot and Barbara Spack, your
granddaughter Liat's
engagement to Ran ................................ Susan and Malvin Keller
In Memory Of ......................................... From
Joseph Bromberg .................................... Seymour and Renee Bromberg
David Baras ............................................. Seymour and Renee Bromberg
Robert Kussner ....................................... Seymour and Renee Bromberg
Anna Baras .............................................. Seymour and Renee Bromberg
Jeffrey Mendelsohn,
sister of Glenda Mendelsohn .................. Seymour and Renee Bromberg
Robert Kussner ....................................... Susan and Malvin Keller

In Memory Of ......................................... From
Ida and Abe Wernik ................................ Charlotte Sheratsky
Esther Slurzberg...................................... Irwin and Joyce Slurzberg
Claire Moskowitz .................................... Martin and Marilyn Tessler
Celia Korbman ........................................ Michael and Florine Kaplan
Elka and Hirsch Zibman........................... Rena and David Kallman
Albert Schrob .......................................... Alan and Donna Wink
Robert Kussner ....................................... Alan and Sue Horwitz
Robert Kussner ....................................... Daniel and Corinne Rushefsky
Robert Kussner, in loving memory;
one of the dearest friends I ever had. .... Harriet Kaplan
Arlene Blustein- Sister of Carole Gary..... Judith and Seymour Tabak
Robert Kussner ....................................... Larry Goldberg
Earl Harry Korbman ................................ Michael and Florine Kaplan
Ellison Scheck ......................................... Mindy and Scott Osterman
Stuart Thurer .......................................... Mindy Osterman, Justin and Asher Thurer
Ira Wiesner ............................................. Robert and Shelley Wiesner
Murray Keller .......................................... Susan and Malvin Keller

Tikkun Olam Fund
In Honor Of........................................... From
Flora Cowen ............................................ Ruth Candeub
Marcia and David Yellin,
on becoming grandparents ..................... Flora Cowen
In Memory Of ......................................... From
Howard Gottlieb ..................................... Flora Cowen
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
In Honor Of........................................... From
Stanley Schneider ................................... Gerald and Rhoda Grossman

From Our Rabbi….Eric Rosin

(continued from page 1)

tradition and also enable us to engage with each other in this time of
isolation. I saw nothing but obstacles blocking whichever path I looked
down.
Until I took a step back and realized that our tradition was made
for this moment. Our process of rabbinic legal analysis has often
encountered conflicts between competing values and principles. What
has enabled it to remain compelling is the way that it has helped us to
identify the path of wisdom through the study and discussion of the
ways that our predecessors have done so before us. This is not the first
time that “the way that things have always been done” has come to
loggerheads with our larger goals of deepening our relationships with
God, with our tradition and with each other.
The analogy that has been the most helpful to me in this situation
has been to look at the halachic (Jewish legal) accommodations that
have been made to enable those with physical challenges to fully
participate in our communal and ritual lives. According to the most
literal readings of our textual tradition, individuals with disabilities
could be barred from specific ritual roles, such as reading Torah and
counting towards a minyan. Other accommodations, such as the use of
wheelchairs, canes and hearing aids could be disallowed on Shabbat
and Festivals. But this is not the way that our tradition has evolved.
In the chapter concerning Individuals with Disabilities in The

12

Observant Life: The Wisdom of Conservative Judaism for
Contemporary Jews (edited by Rabbi Martin S. Cohen) it is clear that
the Jewish world has chosen to privilege the commandment to love
our neighbors as ourselves over the prohibitions which would
exclude our friends (and so many of us) from fully participating in
the community.
As we transition into a period of “opening up,” we are forced to
acknowledge that there are still significant impediments to the
participation of those who are over the age of 65 and those who
find themselves in other “high risk” categories.
Based on the model presented by the accommodations
accorded throughout history to those who have needed mechanical
assistance to participate in our communal life and in our prayer
services on Shabbat and festivals, I am happy to have found a path
which both allows for the use of streaming technology and also
honors our spiritual and legal traditions.
Finally, though, if I have learned anything through the
personal and intellectual journey that has brought me to this
conclusion, it is that these decisions are based on the realities of a
given moment. The possibility remains that we may elect to revisit
this decision at time when we are able to all feel safe returning to
the synagogue and we enter the next stage of our communal life.
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If you would like to include the name of
someone who is ill (including yourself) to be
recited for a Mi Sheberach (prayer for healing)
when the Torah is read, please e-mail the
Hebrew (preferred) or English name of that
individual to Steve Gross
at stephang@optonline.net.
You may also contact the synagogue office by
phone with this information.
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Know someone who needs help?
Don’t Keep It Under Your Hat!
Know someone in need of help during an illness, after
surgery, after the birth of a child, please contact the
Mitzvah Mission.
No Mission Is Impossible!
tikkunolam@neveshalom.net
732-858-1764

HAIMM

MONUMENTS FOR
ALL CEMETERIES

MEMORIAL CENTER
10 MAIN STREET
732-634-8500
WOODBRIDGE, NJ 07095
732-634-1521
800-729-0582
Fax: 732-750-0120

GOLDSTEIN
FUNERAL CHAPEL INC.
We value the dignity and the sanctity of the
Jewish soul and we uphold and maintain
reverence for the Jewish tradition.
Exclusively Jewish Operated
Conveniently Located
Large Chapels
Martin Goldstein, Mgr.
N.J. Lic. 4025
2015 Woodbridge Avenue, Edison
732-777-0032

Commercial Litigation, Collections and Bankruptcy
Nationwide
SAMUEL and JOY GRAFTON

POPPER and GRAFTON - ATTORNEYS AT LAW
225 West 34th Street
Suite 1806
New York, NY 10122-1600
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212-290-2630
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August 2020 — Av/Elul 5780
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Neve Shalom
Jewish Community Center
250 Grove Avenue
Metuchen, NJ 08840
732-548-2238

July 2020 — Tammuz/Av 5780
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