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H ere is a list of professions and some 
statements that (I would imagine) they 

are least happy to hear.  For example, my 
guess is that surgeons hate hearing the word, 
“oops” in the operating room.  Airline pilots 
must dread hearing the words, “Is there a 
doctor on board?”  And rabbis, I can assure 
you, rarely enjoy conversations that begin 
with the words, “I’m not a very good Jew. “  
 Unlike our colleagues in other faith tradi-
tions, rabbinic school doesn’t teach us how to 
respond to spontaneous confessions.  And 
there are so many possible responses to 
these declarations of spiritual self-doubt  that 
the first challenge is to select the one that is 
most appropriate.   How does one define 
what it means to be a good Jew?  Why would 
someone think that rabbis only work to    
support the Judaic over-achievers among us? 
Here is a rabbinic secret:  our tradition is  
specifically designed to bring meaning into 
the lives of those who don’t think that they 
deserve it.   
 There is a story in the Talmud about two 
very good Jews, Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai and 
his son, Elazar.  Rabbi Shimon, who perhaps 
possessed a surplus of self-confidence, was 
overheard speaking critically of the Roman 
government that was in power at the time.  
When word reached the authorities, he was 
sentenced to death. 
 In order to avoid punishment, the rabbi 
and his son went into hiding in a cave, and 
since they were such very good Jews, a    
miracle took place to protect them.  A carob 
tree grew near their cave to provide food and 
a spring of water bubbled up from a rock to 
quench their thirst.  For twelve years they 
spent every day together in that cave,      

studying sacred Jewish texts, only emerging 
when the prophet Elijah came to them to 
inform them that the Caesar had died and 
that their sentence had been lifted.   
 The father and son emerged into the 
light and everywhere they looked they saw 
people plowing and planting and going about 
their everyday routines. . . and they were 
infuriated that there was so little Torah study 
taking place!  Shimon cried out, “For shame!”  
and his scorn was so incendiary that         
everything that entered into his gaze literally 
burst into flame.   
 God was not pleased.  In a thundering 
voice, the Holy One put a halt to the         
destruction, rumbling deeply, “Did you come 
out from your hiding place only to destroy 
my world?  Go back to your cave! ” 
 The two returned to their seclusion and 
their studies for another year, until God’s 
voice was heard again, forgiving them and 
giving them permission to once again enter 
back into the larger world.  This time, they 
emerged on a Friday afternoon and the first 
person they met was an old man carrying 
two bundles of sweet-smelling myrtle.   
 “What are these for?” they asked the 
man. 
 “Why, they are to honor the Sabbath,” 
he replied.  
 “But why do you have two bundles and 
not just one?” 
 “Because,” he explained, “One is to  
remember the Sabbath day [as it says in the 
Book of Exodus] and the other is to keep it 
[as it says in the Book of Deuteronomy].” 
 At which point Rabbi Shimon saw that 
even the humblest and least learned in the 
community treasured the Jewish traditions 

that they knew and 
he and his son 
were finally able  
to make peace  
with their  
co-religionists.     
 And this is only 
one of the many stories in our tradition which 
elevate the sincerity of the common Jew over 
the sophistication of those who would allow 
their piety to separate them from the          
community.  There are countless Hasidic stories 
with a similar moral.  They celebrate the cantor 
who forgets the words of the prayers but    
remembers the melodies, the little boy who 
can’t read the prayer book but plays his flute 
beautifully in the middle of a service and the 
travelers who wander the world in search of 
wisdom and relationship.   
 When someone sheepishly declares that 
he or she is not a good Jew, rabbis don’t cringe 
because we want to spend time with other 
Jews who are more observant.  We  draw back 
because we realize that we work even harder 
to model, to teach and to disseminate the truth 
that the best definition of a good Jew is any 
Jewish person who aspires to be a better Jew.   
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Notes from the Hazzan 
By Hazzan Sheldon Levin 
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BULLETIN DEADLINES 
March — January 20 
April — February 20 

May — March 20 
Submit your articles and graphics for publication to 

Rita Devlin via e-mail at  
office@neveshalom.net 

N eve Shalom will be putting on a show on 
Saturday, February 22, 2020 at 7:30 pm. 

All of the songs will be by Frank Loesser, Alan 
Jay Lerner and Fredrick Loewe (or by Lerner 
with Burton Lane). This will be a cabaret night 
and friends are encouraged to take a table 
and bring their favorite kosher drinks.  
 The performers will all be connected 
with our congregation.  
 We encourage groups of friends to  
sponsor a table together. For $150 you can 
select a musical: “Brigadoon”, “Camelot”, 
“Gigi”, “Guys and Dolls”, “Hans Christian  
Andersen”, “How To Succeed In Business”, 
“Most Happy Fella”, “My Fair Lady”, “Paint 
Your Wagon”, or “Where’s Charley” and a 
table of 10 is yours.  Individual donations 
seats ar $18 and seniors or students $12.  
Reserve seats or a table at:  https://
www.neveshalom.net/event/LLL-cabaret--
cabernet.html  
 For more information contact Hazzan 
Sheldon Levin at Hazzan@NeveShalom.net 
732-548-2238x14. 

In Memoriam 

Joyce Goldberg 
our member  

and wife of Larry Goldberg 

 

Martin Katz  
our member 

 

Arlene Blustein  
sister of Carole Gary 

We’re Putting on a Show!! 

Torah Readers 
Ron Becker .................................. 2 
Matt Bonus ................................. 6 
Dan Boxer ................................... 1 
Scott Boxer .................................. 2 
Jake Bullock................................. 1 
Andrea Colby .............................. 2 
Lawrence Dombrow .................... 6 
Jordan Gibney-Krashan ............... 2 
Eric Goldman .............................. 1 
Rosalie Green .............................. 3 
Bruce Greenberg ......................... 2 
Miriam Kafker ............................. 1 
Bryan O’Gorman ......................... 1 
Rachel O’Gorman ........................ 1 
Aron Richman ............................. 4 

Neve Shalom would like to thank the following people for chanting  
Torah during the month of November.   T=Teen,  JR=Junior 

Mark Rosenfield .......................... 13 
Michele Rosenfield ...................... 5 
Jeffrey Schulman ......................... 2 
Stacey Sern .................................. 14 
Martin Slutzky ............................. 2 
Lisa Spiegel .................................. 1 
Eric Steinbach .............................. 1 
Alan Stern .................................... 3 
David Yellin .................................. 8 
 

Haftarah 
Andrea Colby 
Harold Geller 
Jordan Gibney-Krashen ......... T 
Stacey Sern 
Barbara Spack 

 

https://www.neveshalom.net/event/LLL-cabaret--cabernet.html
https://www.neveshalom.net/event/LLL-cabaret--cabernet.html
https://www.neveshalom.net/event/LLL-cabaret--cabernet.html
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From the Synagogue President By Andrea L. Colby 

Happy 2020!   
  
 We are looking forward to a great new year in our Neve Shalom 
community.  Please make sure to put our mid-year Congregational 
Meeting on your calendar and plan to join us on Sunday, January 26 to 
talk about what’s happening in our community.  We will also be holding 
Community Conversation sessions in early January to hear your thoughts 
about how you would like us to move forward  together.  As is the case 
with all organizations, we have so many great things going on at Neve 
Shalom and we have some challenges.  What’s important is that we   
recognize and appreciate what we’re doing well and that we understand, 
learn from and address our challenges. 
 In that light, please consider the following experience we had while 
visiting Italy this past September.  We spent some time in the hilltop 
town of Pitigliano, which is known as “Little Jerusalem”.     Because of its 
location between the Grand Duchy of Tuscany and the Papal States to the 
south, it became a home to a robust Jewish population in the 1500’s.  The 
local synagogue, which survives to this day, was originally built in 1598.  
(The photos at right were taken at the synagogue in Pitigliano.) 
 The Jewish community of Pitigliano thrived for hundreds of years 
and lived side-by-side with the local residents.  When the rulers of the 
Grand Duchy of Tuscany, the Medici, annexed Pitigliano, they instituted a 
Ghetto in which they required the Jewish population to live.  Landlords 
evicted the Jews from their homes, knocking on their doors with long 
rods.  The Italian word for eviction is “sfratto”.  Despite these evictions, 
the Medici and their predecessors, the Orsini, guaranteed freedom and 
peaceful cohabitation with their non-Jewish neighbors, which lasted for 
hundreds of years. 
 During the Second World War, after the promulgation of racial laws 
under influence of the Nazis, the Jewish families of Pitigliano were in  
danger of capture and deportation.  Incredibly, their Christian neighbors 
hid them from the Nazis and all but a handful survived the war.  Those 
who perished were the only individuals who tried to  escape from the 
town.  Today, there are only three Jews left in the town as most of the 
Jewish population has moved to other areas.  However, the synagogue is 
well-preserved and a wonderful tribute to the bravery and kindness of 
those who protected their Jewish    neighbors during the war as well as to 
the long history of peaceful and productive co-existence in the town. 
 During our visit to the synagogue, we were offered delicious baked 
treats called sfratti:  these are rod-shaped walnut and honey pastries 
traditionally served on Rosh Hashanah.  Shaped like the rods used to 
evict the Jews from their homes and force them to the Ghetto, the sfratti 
symbolize the wish that no further persecutions take place and that the 
coming new year will be sweet and prosperous.  But you don’t need to 
wait until next Rosh Hashanah to create sfratti.  You can obtain their  
history and a recipe at the following website:  https://en.julskitchen.com/
dessert/cookies/sfratti-walnut-and-honey-jewish-cookies.   
 What is incredibly striking about the sfratti is that they take the fear 
and sadness associated with a terrible time in our history and turn them 
into sweetness and hope.  While it is true that we and our entire Jewish 
community are facing challenges as we go forward, let us move into the 
new year of 2020 remembering to take these    challenges and turn them 
into sweet opportunities.  Happy 2020! 

https://en.julskitchen.com/dessert/cookies/sfratti-walnut-and-honey-jewish-cookies
https://en.julskitchen.com/dessert/cookies/sfratti-walnut-and-honey-jewish-cookies
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Religious School News 
By Miriam Dobin, Religious School Director 

W elcome back for the second half of the school year! Hopefully 
everyone had a lovely Chanukah with their families and a     

relaxing winter break.  Memories of December activities still linger.  We 
enjoyed a melodious and relaxing evening after Shabbat at Color Me 
Mine painting ceramics. The following day, our upper grades and     
Hebrew High traveled to The Museum of Jewish Heritage in Battery 
Park, NY. We had a guided tour of the Auschwitz Exhibition “Not Long 
Ago, Not Far Away”. The students had many thoughtful questions and 
were clearly moved by what they saw and learned. 
 Our month culminated with singing, dancing, painting, and eating 
as we enjoyed a festive morning with our dads/special visitor and    
delighted in a Chanukah Fun Day with our new friends at the Kugel 
School in Holon, Israel! This venture is called The Global Twinning    
Project where Jewish Federations around the world and The Jewish 
Agency in Israel match up schools in Israel with Jewish schools globally 
to connect all our kids. This is the first year where our 6th and 7th 
grades participated and I wanted the whole Religious School to take 
part in this special day. We chatted LIVE by video with 7th graders and 
their teachers as we each took turns lighting the candles in our       
chanukiot/menorahs and expressing our hopes for the world with each 
candle lit. Children designed their own chanukiot which could be lit on 
Chanukah, played dreidel and decorated delicious donuts wrapping up 
a super fun day! (See photos, right.) 
 On Shabbat, January 25, the Vav class/6th grade will be reading 
one aliyah in the Torah during Jr. Congregation.  The whole school is 
welcome to attend. 
 We look forward to greeting you at the onset of Shabbat, Friday 
night February 7 at our Community Dinner when kita Gimmel, our 
proud 3rd graders will be receiving their first siddurim/prayer books! A 
big yasher koach/may you have strength, to their parents who helped 
their children design and decorate the covers for their siddurim. 
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T his is truly the season of celebration 
here at the Early Childhood Center.  Our 

winter  fun began with the Metuchen Winter 
Festival where our  Early Childhood Center 
students  and families paraded through 
town proudly wearing their beautiful new 

ECC t-shirts. Our Annual Chanukah party was another festive, fun 
event.  Efrat Shapira, a   fabulous singer/musician, joined us for    
Chanukah songs while we lunched on latkes , applesauce and        
soufganiot. 
 This year our new Enrichment classes have added so much to 
our 3 year olds’ day.  In the Cooking Class, Morah Carol’s creative 
delicacies included parfaits,  whole wheat cannolis, layered salad and 
“Worms in Mud”.  Morah Joanmarie’s  Science Enrichment class 
filled the room with “exploding volcanos” and gooey oobluck. And 
our Book Club brought the classics to life through art and discussions. 
We’re looking forward to another stimulating Enrichment session 
starting this month. 
 With the new year upon us, we are excited about expanding our 
2 ½ year old program. If you or anyone you know have 2 year olds 
and would like information about our  “Terrific Twos” please contact 
me at nurseryschool@neveshalom.net or 732-548-2238, ext 17. 

By Marilyn Beutel, Director 

Early Childhood Center News 

Men’s Club Minute 
By Lawrence Dombrow, Men’s Club President 

O n behalf of the Men’s Club, I want to welcome everyone to 
2020.  For those of us who remember thinking how the year 

2000 seemed so far away, it seems crazy that it is already twenty 
years past that milestone.  But here we are, and I am excited to see 
what 2020 brings.   
 We have several exciting events 
coming up in January.  On    January 12 at 
9:30 am we will be having our annual 
Man of the Year Breakfast (the event 
used to be called the Founders’        
Breakfast).  This year we are proud to 
honor our immediate past president, Lon Dobbs.  Lon has been an 
invaluable leader for our Men’s Club for many years and I encourage 
everyone to come out and honor Lon, while at the same time eat a 
delicious   breakfast.  On January 19, we will host a Family Fun Day/
Football Tailgate Day.  Please join us!  
 On February 2 (Super Bowl Sunday) we will be joining hundreds 
of other synagogues all over the United States, as well as               
internationally, in participating in the World-Wide Wrap.  The World-
Wide Wrap is a staple program of the Federation of Jewish Men’s 
Clubs, designed to imprint the importance of the ritual of putting on 
tefillin. Whether you are a regular morning minyan attendee, or have 
never put on tefillin before, you will find it meaningful to share this 
important mitzvah with us.   

Ritual Reality 
By Bruce R. Levin, Vice President, Ritual 

B y the time this column is  
published, many of us will 

have just watched the “ball” drop 
in Times Square on our secular 
New Year’s Eve.  This event has 
undoubtedly become an American “ritual.”  Although typically 
associated with a religious ceremony, rituals can be anything that 
we do as prescribed by our personal practices and often these 
practices give us some form of solace or comfort.  A tradition that 
is often shared on this night each year is to experience this      
moment together with family and friends.  It is familiar and     
reminds us of the passage of time. 
 The ball drop is a type of such activity as it helps us to mark 
time and turn the page to the beginning of a new chapter.       
Similarly, when we hear the blow of the shofar on Rosh Hashanah, 
we know that a new period of time has begun and we realize that 
life is finite and those who are no longer with us are often recalled 
on this occasion. 
 Rituals help us to pause the regularity of our daily life and be 
thoughtful about the larger picture of our lives and our place in 
this world.  They help us to focus on things that our truly          
important to us.  They may even answer questions that we all 
have about what our purpose is and why we matter to ourselves 
and others. 
 In spite of social media and modern technology, it is said that 
society is becoming increasingly disconnected and isolated, one of 
a few explanations for the cause of the mental illness that many 
experiences now, especially young people.  Ritual can actually 
help us to feel more connected and less isolated and bring people 
together with their families, friends, and communities. 
 One of the beautiful aspects to Judaism is the wealth of   
rituals that we have available to us in which to partake.  Our    
synagogue provides many opportunities to experience the     
beautiful rituals which have been shared by our people for      
centuries.  I believe that it is one of the many important reasons 
why we have survived the adversities that we have faced and 
been bound together to prosper and continue. 
 For 2020, one resolution that we can make is to “jump into 
the pool” of ritual at Neve Shalom.  Through the many              
opportunities on Shabbat from Friday night through Seudah   
Schlishit, daily minyan, and of course, our precious holy days, we 
have been gifted the many rituals that bring us closer to the    
Almighty and to each other. 
 May you each experience the year 2020 with health, joy, and 
ritual! 
 As always, if you want to express your thoughts, comments, 
or concerns about ritual matters at Neve Shalom, please reach out 
to me at bruce.levin@usa.net. 

Please remember Neve   Shalom with 
a gift in your will, trust, retirement       

account or life insurance policy. 

mailto:nurseryschool@neveshalom.net
mailto:bruce.levin@usa.net
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Film Series 

FREE if you register for Adult Education for the 
Spring Semester. Any individual film is $5 or 
$15 for the series.   
 
Films will be shown at 11:00 am and 7:00 pm. 
 
Hollywoodism: Jews, Movies and the  
American Dream  
Thursday, February 6: 11:00 am or 7:00 pm    
The history of the influence the Jewish Moguls 
had on Hollywood, America and the films 
created in its golden age. 1 hr 38 minutes. 
Documentary in English.  
 
Sallah Shabati סאלח שבתי     
Thursday, February 13: 11:00 am or 7:00 pm    
This 1964 Israeli comedy film is about the 
chaos of Israeli immigration and resettlement. 
This social satire placed the director Ephraim 
Kishon and producer Menahem Golan among 
the first Israeli filmmakers to achieve interna-
tional success. It also introduced actor Chaim 
Topol.   110 minutes. Hebrew with English 
subtitles. 
 
A Price Above Rubies  
Thursday, February 20: 11:00 am or 7:00 pm    
Renee Zellweger plays a young woman who 
is married to an Orthodox Jew.  The movie 
addresses the problems that trouble their 
marriage because she wants something more 
out of life. 1 hr 57 minutes. English. 
 
A Serious Man  
Thursday, February 27: 11:00 am or 7:00 pm     
A Jewish Midwestern physics teacher  
watches his life unravel over multiple  
sudden incidents. Though seeking meaning  
and answers amidst his turmoil,  
he seems to keep sinking. Directed by the 
Coen Brothers, it starts with a short film in 
Yiddish.  1 hr 46 minutes in English, rated R.  
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Dream Weavers  
in the Neve Shalom Loom Room 

Priceless Experiences • Priceless Gifts 
  

• Priceless Memories 

N eve Shalom continues to  support the 
efforts of  Jewish Family Service of  

    Middlesex    County to help the needy by    
collecting food for the  Kosher Food Pantry.  
Food donations may be left at the  synagogue 
in the  closet near the stairs next to the stage. 
USY will be  collecting a different item each 
month to be  donated. Please watch Neve 
Now! for more  information. Thank you for  
supporting these efforts!  

The Sisterhood weaving program recently celebrated its 4th 
“birthday” and in that time 100 “non-weavers” have become 
weavers and have successfully created items of Judaica including: 
 
 65 tallitot 
 80 atarot (neckbands) 
 35 tallit bags 
 2 tefillin bags 
 36 challah covers 
 2 matzoh covers 
 1 afikomen bag 

 
Weavers have been all ages from age 2 (with help if course) to 
over 90.  Men, women, boys, girls and families.  Weave something 
for yourself, a spouse, child, grandchild, great grandchild, friend.  
You can weave it “just because” or for a bar/bat mitzvah,        
wedding, house gift, anniversary, or birthday. 
 
Come join the group.  Give it a try!! YOU can do it!!   
 
For more information and to schedule your time on the loom, 
contact:  Cory Schneider at  717-574-1807 or 
corstan65@gmail.com  or  Jennifer  Bullock at  732-906-8565 or  
rnjbullock@aol.com. 

Match the project with the weaver. 
1. Elyse Schulman, 2. Karen Weinstein Newman, 3. Michelle Stein 
4. Steve Richman, 5. Ken Braverman, 6. Adriana Cuervo 

1 

3 

2 

4 

5 6 

mailto:corstan65@gmail.com
mailto:rnjbullock@aol.com
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R emember, the Donald and Ruth Kahn Book & Author Event 
is coming on March 22.  Below is a Book Capsule for the 

second of the three featured books.  

  

The Family Tabor by Cherise Wolas 
 Harry Tabor is about to be named Man of the Decade, a 
distinction that feels like the culmination of a life well lived. 
Gathering together in Palm Springs for the celebration are his 
wife, Roma, a distinguished child psychologist, and their      
children: Phoebe, a high-powered attorney; Camille, a brilliant 
social anthropologist; and Simon, a big-firm lawyer, who brings 
his glamorous wife and two young daughters.  But                 
immediately, cracks begin to appear in this smooth facade: 
Simon hasn’t been sleeping through the night, Camille can’t 
decide what to do with her life, and Phoebe is a little too cagey 
about her new boyfriend. Roma knows her children are hiding 
things. What she doesn’t know, what none of them know, is 
that Harry is suddenly haunted by the long-buried secret that 
drove him, decades ago, to relocate his young family to the 
California desert. As the ceremony nears, the family members 
are forced to confront the falsehoods upon which their lives 
are built. 
 Cherise Wolas has a BFA and a JD, was a feature film and 
television story editor and development executive, practiced 
law in California and New York, and founded a film company, 
where she acquired and developed scripts, stories, and novels, 
and produced movies. Cherise Wolas’s first book -  The         
Resurrection of Joan Ashby - was, an Indie Next Great Reads 
Pick, a New York Times Book Review Editors’ Choice and      
Paperback Row Selection, named a Best Novel and Best Debut 
Novel of the Year by Kirkus Reviews, named a Top 10 Novel of 
2017 by Booklist, in addition to receiving among many other 
accolades.  BookPage named her one of the 11 Women to 
Watch in 2018.   
 

Here are more sources on Jewish books: 
Jewish Book Council (www.jewishbookcouncil.org) is a good 
resource for reviews of new books, reading lists, book club 
guides and for its database of over 8,000 titles.  Through its 
Network and Read-on Programs, JBC coordinates the        
scheduling of a wide selection of Jewish-interest authors for 
book fairs, festivals, and cultural events for participating      
organizations – but you don’t need to participate in these    
programs to access JBC’s trove of book information.  An       
example of a new book I discovered through the Jewish Book 

Book Corner 
By Amy Artman 

Council e-mail newsletter is:  A Field Guide to the Jewish     
People: Who They Are, Where They Come From, What to Feed 
Them…and Much More. Maybe Too Much More by Dave Barry, 
Adam Mansbach, and Alan Zweibel -  A hilarious guide to   
everything you need to know about Jewish history, holidays, 
and traditions from three award-winning and bestselling     
humor writers. 
 I have received “My Machberet” blog updates from writer 
and “resource maven” Erica Dreifus (www.eridadreifus.com) 
for a very long time. Machberet is the Hebrew word for     
notebook and this blog is where Erika Dreifus offers write-ups 
on Jewish news (especially of the literary sort) and occasional 
commentary. I look forward every Friday to Erica’s e-mail with 
its “Pre-Shabbat Jewish Literary Links”.  Erica is also a regular 
host – or will provide a link to – The Jewish Book Carnival, a 
monthly event where bloggers who blog about Jewish books 
can meet, read and comment on each others’ posts.  The    
Jewish Book Carnival is overseen by the Association of Jewish   
Libraries (www.jewishlibraries.org) - another good resource, 
especially for children’s books. 
 Erika Dreifus earned undergraduate and graduate degrees 
from Harvard University, where she taught history, literature, 
and writing and she is currently is an Adjunct Assistant         
Professor of English at Baruch College of The City University of 
New York.  Erica is the author of Quiet Americans: Stories, a 
short-story collection largely inspired by the histories and   
experiences of her paternal grandparents, German Jews who 
escaped Nazi persecution and immigrated to the United States 
in the late 1930s. Erika Dreifus’s first poetry collection,      
Birthright, was just published in November.  The poems        
embody multiple legacies: genetic, historical, religious, and 
literary; Dreifus claims what is hers as a child of her particular 
parents; as a grandchild of refugees from Nazi Germany; as a 
Jew, a woman, a Gen Xer, and a New Yorker; as a reader of the 
Bible and Shakespeare.  I normally am not a poetry reader, but 
greatly enjoyed these poems for their accessible language and 
straightforward storytelling.  I invited Erica to join us at this 
year’s Book & Author Event, but unfortunately she had        
another commitment. Hopefully we’ll hear from her in person 
another time! 

file:///C:/Users/Mindy/Documents/AdobeStockPhotos
https://www.erikadreifus.com/
https://jewishlibraries.org/
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Bob Moss Fund 
In Memory Of ................................ From 
Yahzreit ........................................... Dr. Sandra Moss 

 

Chumash  Fund 
In Memory Of ................................ From 
Madeline (Lynne) Schlitt .................. Madeline Tolin and Ira Schlitt 

 

Community Kiddush Fund 
In Honor Of .................................... From 
Stu Mantel ....................................... The Ritual Committee 
In Memory  Of ............................... From 
Frieda Birnbaum .............................. Florence Levine 
Esther Lechman ............................... Morris Gelber 
Lawrence Gelber ............................. Morris Gelber 

 

Deborah Anes Memorial Youth Fund 
In Honor Of .................................... From 
Scott and Jennifer Greenberg .......... Bruce Greenberg and Deborah Berman 

 

Education Fund 
In Honor Of .................................... From 
Jacqueline Alter ............................... The Ritual Committee 
In Memory  Of ............................... From 
Morton Lipshutz .............................. Robert and Nancy Lipschutz 
Dorothy Steinbach........................... Stephan Gross and Judith Harrison 
Friends Of Neve Shalom Nursery School Fund 
In Honor Of .................................... From 
Jacci Danziger .................................. The Ritual Committee 
The Bullock Family on 
Marissa's engagement .................... Edward and Marian Szteinbaum 

 

In Memory  Of ............................... From 
Dorothy Steinbach,  
your beloved mother ...................... Edward and Marian Szteinbaum 

 

Gershon Robinson Music & Art/Turtletaub Music Library Fund 
In Memory Of ................................ From 
Joseph Sumner ................................ Fredda Robinson 

 

Israel & Shirley Segal Memorial Lecture Fund 
In Memory Of ................................ From 
Dorothy Steinbach........................... Iris Berman 

 

Ner Tamid/General Fund 
In Honor Of .................................... From 
Sam Lieberstein, best wishes 
for a speedy recovery ...................... Herbert and Myrna Samuelson 
Robbie Geller, best wishes for  
a speedy recovery ........................... Herbert and Myrna Samuelson 
Linda Gotlib, for your  
Simchat Torah honor ....................... Lawrence Dombrow 
Stu Shlossman, for your  
Simchat Torah honor ....................... Lawrence Dombrow 
Neil and Michelle Stein,  
Happy 50th Birthday to you both .... Philip and Heather Kibel 
In Memory Of ................................ From 
Charlotte Frisch ............................... Alan and Donna Wink 
Max Sladowsky ................................ Beatrice Grossman 
Sylvia Leibowitz ............................... Benjamin and Gladys Leibowitz 
Joshua Grodzicki .............................. Benjamin and Gladys Leibowitz 
Joseph Lefkowitz ............................. Bennett and Susan Lass 
Emil Kalfus ....................................... Bernard  and Richard Kalfus 
Dorothy Steinbach........................... Cory and Stanley Schneider 
Sadie Cream .................................... Davene, Ellen, Nancy Dultz 
Arlene Levitt .................................... Herbert Levitt 
Ida Levitt .......................................... Herbert Levitt 
Miriam Novik ................................... Herbert Levitt 
Yahzreit ........................................... Lisa and Walter Heskes 

We Gratefully Acknowledge 
and thank the following generous contributors to our funds: 

Rose Kaufman.................................. Marian Kaufman 
Sophie Schreiber.............................. Philip Schreiber 
Yahzreit ........................................... Richard and Barbara Helfman 
David Berkowitz ............................... Stanley and Gail Slobodien 
Rose Lasky Rand .............................. Stanley and Marilyn Loewenthal 
Leon Greenhouse ............................ Stephan and Beverly Perry 
Yahzreit ........................................... Walter Newman 
 
Rabbi Nathan & Florence Zelizer Playground Fund 
In Memory Of ................................ From 
Joseph Sumner ................................ Edward and Sondra Markman 
 
Susy Schwartz Fund 
In Memory Of ................................ From 
Charlotte Frisch ............................... Susan and Malvin Keller 
 
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
In Honor Of ................................... From 
Neve Shalom ................................... Deborah and Robert Chalfin 
Bikkur Cholim .................................. Scott and Susan Kashan 
Karen Alexander .............................. The Ritual Committee 
Lawrence Dombrow ........................ The Ritual Committee 
In Memory Of ................................ From 
Minnie Gertler ................................. Alan and Sue Horwitz 
Yahzreit ........................................... Alma Rubin 
Evelyn Grossman ............................. Beatrice Grossman 
Muriel Marash ................................. Bernice Bloom 
Yahzreit ........................................... Donna Coen O'Gorman 
Charlotte Frisch ............................... Elyse Schulman 
Muriel Marash ................................. Elyse Schulman 
Muriel Marash ................................. Flora Cowen 
George Moskowitz .......................... Martin and Marilyn Tessler 
Yahzreit ........................................... Michael and Florine Kaplan 
Charlotte Frisch ............................... Philip and Harriet Rabinowitz 
Bernard Shimanowitz ...................... Ronald and Diane Shimanowitz 
Simon Schoenbrun .......................... Ruth Candeub 

If you would like to include the name of       
someone who is ill (including yourself) to be    

recited for a Mi Sheberach (prayer for healing) 
when the Torah is read, please e-mail the 

Hebrew (preferred) or English name of that  
individual to Steve Gross  

at stephang@optonline.net.   
You may also contact the synagogue office by 

phone with this information. 

 

mailto:stephang@optonline.net
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1/1/2020 4 Tevet Norman Goldberg Father of Caryn Nacht 
1/2/2020 5 Tevet Lionel Weinstein Father of Edward Weinstein 
  Elizabeth David Berkow Mother of Irene Hutt 
1/3/2020 6 Tevet Stuart Thurer First husband of Mindy Osterman, father of Justin and Asher Thurer 
1/4/2020 7 Tevet Joseph Simon Father of Murray Simon 
  Michael Richman Brother of Aron Richman 
  Polita Pinto Grandmother of Adriana Cuervo 
1/5/2020 8 Tevet Sadie Rudin Mother of Stuart Rudin 
  Frieda Wink Mother of Alan Wink 
  Sally Leifer Barend Grandmother of Madeline Tolin Schlitt 
  Alvera Neuburger Stone Grandmother of Donna Coen O'Gorman, Mother of Volma Coen 
  Walter Bullock Father of Richard Bullock 
  Susan Gittle Friend of Donna Coen O'Gorman 
  Pearl Berger Mother of Eleanor Snaider 
1/7/2020 10 Tevet Caroline Zinaman Mother of Rhoda Grossman 
  Bernard Grafton Father of Samuel Grafton 
  Barnet I. Ginsburg Father of Marcia Horn 
  Blanche Kampf Mother of Michele Bassoff 
1/8/2020 11 Tevet Harry Butler Father of Rose Kaufman 
  Muriel Blum Mother of Karen Newman 
  Harry Oster Father of Rhonda Silverman 
1/9/2020 12 Tevet Leah bat Mordehai vi  
  Rahil Verbitsky-Tobak-Masarsky Mother of David Verbitsky 
  Frank Steinhardt Father of Ralph Steinhardt 
  Selma Horowitz Mother of Susan Keller 
  Alec Evan Metsch Grandson of Roberta Miller 
1/10/2020 13 Tevet Tillie Romm Mother of Martin Romm 
1/11/2020 14 Tevet Alex Kimelman Grandfather of Sara Emmer, Peter Hacker and Martin Hacker 
  Joseph Rosenfield Grandfather of Mark Rosenfield 
  Ernest Bokor Father of Ronit Thor  
  Bette Neugroschel Wife of Eric Neugroschel 
  Ray Schluger Aunt of Carol Hacker 
  Carmen Torres Mother-in-law of Lenore Boyarin 
1/12/2020 15 Tevet Marcia Lerner Mother of Lea Lanton 
1/13/2020 16 Tevet Fannie Lehrhaupt Grandmother of Sandra Fields and Judith Spiegel 
  Irene Steinhardt Mother of Ralph Steinhardt 
  Elsie Weinstein Mother of Edward Weinstein 
1/14/2020 17 Tevet Rebecca Subotke Brodsky Mother of Benna Brodsky 
  Ronee Israel Mother of Jamie Israel 
1/15/2020 18 Tevet Yetta Bergman Mother of Jerome Bergman 
  Judith Lefkowitz Mother of Lewis Lefkowitz 
  Reva Rudick Cordero Mother of Barbara Du-Bois 
  Joan Krane Wife of Sidney Krane 
  Molly Freeman Mother of Roberta Miller 
  Carol Grubman Mother of Ira Grubman 
1/16/2020 19 Tevet Fred Kanar Father of Bernard Kanar 
  Sheila Cohen Sister of Laurence Goldberg 
  Harold William Simon Brother of Murray Simon 
1/17/2020 20 Tevet Miriam Haber Stepmother of Melissa Boxer 
1/19/2020 22 Tevet David Butler Brother  of Rose Kaufman 
  Herman Tessler Father of Martin Tessler 
1/20/2020 23 Tevet Miriam Frank Mother of Renee Frank 
1/21/2020 24 Tevet Daniel Ader Son of Steven and Linda Ader 
  Philip Borack Father of Alan Borack 
  Seymour Heller Father of Marc Heller 

ENGLISH DATE HEBREW DATE DECEASED’S NAME MOURNER 

http://www.neveshalom.net/calendar
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1/21/2020 24 Tevet Ted Schlesinger Brother of Ruth Sherman 
1/22/2020 25 Tevet Dr. Harry Kaufman Father-in-law of Rose Kaufman 
  Jerome Loshin Father of Andrea Colby 
  Abraham Korbman Grandfather of Florine Kaplan 
1/23/2020 26 Tevet Leonard Preminger Father of Amy Artman 
1/23/2020 26 Tevet George Boyarin Father of Lenore Boyarin 
1/24/2020 27 Tevet Ella Kaufman Mother-in-law of Rose Kaufman 
  Aaron Schreiber Father of Philip Schreiber 
  Edna Johnson Mother of Christine Becker 
1/25/2020 28 Tevet Daniel Emmer Brother of Kenneth Emmer 
1/27/2020 1 Shevat Harriet Susan Schwartz Sister of Marilyn Stone 
  Suzanne Gross Mother of Stephan Gross 
  Nathan Rubinstein Father of Marvin Rubinstein 
1/28/2020 2 Shevat Sarah Wernik Grandmother of Donald Wernik and Charlotte Sheratsky 
  Jacob Hacker Father of Peter and Martin Hacker 
  Ellison Scheck Grandfather of Mindy Osterman 
  Luba Perlman Sister of Michael Kesler 
  Betty Wise Sister of Stanley Schneider, Aunt of Steven Schneider 
  E. Harry Korbman Father of Florine Kaplan 
1/29/2020 3 Shevat Florence Zelizer Mother of Gerald Zelizer 
  Jack Romm Father of Martin Romm 
  Golda Winn Grandmother of Adam Glinn 
1/30/2020 4 Shevat Abraham Saruya Father-in-law of Miriam Saruya 
 

ENGLISH DATE HEBREW DATE DECEASED’S NAME MOURNER 

E mily Lanton, the daughter 
of Lea and Dave Lanton, 

celebrated her bat mitzvah on 
Saturday, December 14. Joining 
in the celebration were her 
brothers Zachary and Riley.  
       Emily is in the seventh 
grade at Edgar Middle School in 
Metuchen, where her favorite 
subjects are ELA and Math.  
       Emily’s sports activities 
include playing soccer (for 
school and for the travel team).  
And, she has been dancing at 

Strauss Performing Arts since she was two years old. She also enjoys 
playing floor hockey. Her other interests include playing percussion 
and enjoying paper crafts and card making. 
 Family travels have included trips to New York, Pennsylvania, 

Virginia, Florida, and California, plus out-of-the-U.S.A. trips to      

Canada, the Bahamas, Bermuda, and the Virgin Islands. 

L ogan Jacob Schuetz, son of Gail 
and John Schuetz, will celebrate 

his bar mitzvah on Saturday, January 
18. Joining in the celebration will be 
his brother Brian, Grandma Marilyn 
Miller from Edison (a member of 
Temple Neve Shalom); and Aunt 
Lauren, Uncle Jon, cousins Ben and 
Samantha Rabinowitz from      
Metuchen (members of Temple 
Neve Shalom). 
        Logan is in the seventh grade at 
Thomas Jefferson Middle School in 
Edison, where his favorite subjects 

are Science and Social Studies. 
 Logan plays the trumpet in the school jazz band; he also plays 
the guitar. He enjoys playing video games and his favorite video game 
is Legend of Zelda. He also enjoys reading, and his favorite author is 
Rick Riordan, author of the Percy Jackson series. In sports, Logan 
plays soccer for the Edison United Soccer Association. 
 In family travels, Logan has been on a cruise to Alaska, and   
visited Seattle, Washington. Also, he has traveled all over Arizona, 
including the Grand Canyon, Four Corners, and Meteor Crater, and he 
has vacationed at the Atlantis Hotel in the Bahamas. Closer to home, 
Logan has enjoyed trips to Long Beach Island, New Jersey. 
 For his  mitzvah project, Logan tells us that “…I will be raising 

money for the National Alopecia Areata Foundation (NAAF) by     

participating in the Tortoise and the Hair Walk at the NAAF           

conference in Washington, D.C., in June, 2020. This charity is        

important to me because my brother Brian has alopecia areata.” 

Called to the Torah By Flora Cowen 
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Commercial Litigation, Collections and Bankruptcy 

Nationwide 

SAMUEL and JOY GRAFTON 

POPPER and GRAFTON  -  ATTORNEYS AT LAW 
 

 
 

225 West 34th Street  
Suite 1806 
New York, NY 10122-1600 

212-290-2630  

10 MAIN STREET 732-634-8500    
WOODBRIDGE, NJ 07095 732-634-1521 
800-729-0582 Fax:  732-750-0120 

MEMORIAL CENTER 

HAIMM MONUMENTS FOR 
ALL CEMETERIES 

GOLDSTEIN 

FUNERAL CHAPEL  INC. 

We value the dignity and the sanctity of the 
Jewish soul and we uphold and maintain 

reverence for the Jewish tradition. 
 

Exclusively Jewish Operated 
Conveniently Located 

Large Chapels 
 

Martin Goldstein, Mgr. 
N.J. Lic. 4025 

2015 Woodbridge Avenue, Edison 

732-777-0032 

Know someone who needs help? 

Don’t Keep It Under Your Hat! 

  
Know someone in need of help during an illness, after 

surgery, after the birth of a child, please contact the 
Mitzvah Mission. 

No Mission Is Impossible! 
tikkunolam@neveshalom.net 

732-858-1764 

mailto:tikkunolam@neveshalom.net


Neve Shalom Bulletinjanuary 2020 

16 

Neve Shalom 

Jewish Community Center 

250 Grove Avenue 

Metuchen, NJ  08840 

732-548-2238 

  January 2020 — Tevet/Shevat 5780 


