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30th Annual Susy Schwartz Concert .................. 12 

T here is a great scene in the Monty Python 
movie, “The Life of Brian”.  It is set in the 

first century after the common era and it 
takes place in the seats of a Roman era    
amphitheater in what is now the State of 
Israel.  A young man selling concessions like 
the hot dog venders at a modern day baseball 
game wanders through the stands only to 
happen upon what seems to be a cell of the 
Judean’s People’s Front, or, as they refer to 
themselves, the JPF.  Hoping to align with 
them and join in their opposition to Roman 
rule, he engages in conversation only to find 
that he has mistakenly approached another 
group that calls itself the  People’s Front for 
Judea, or PFJ, which is violently opposed to 
the Judean People’s Front, and in fact the 
only proposition that the two groups can 
agree upon is their shared contempt for the 
Judean Popular People’s Front, or the JPPF. 
 I can’t watch that scene without        
appreciating it as a commentary on the    
dazzling array of acronyms and titles which 
make up the landscape of the Jewish          
non-profit world.   In fact, compared to this 
bewildering alphabet soup of sobriquets and 
organizations, biblical Hebrew seems        
eminently manageable.   
 And yet, there is value in learning at least 
some of the major players in this byzantine 
organizational structure. 
 Case in point, this month marks         
beginning of the election of delegates to the 
next World Zionist Congress of the World 
Zionist Organization.  It’s easy to dismiss the 
WZO as just another vaguely familiar Jewish 
acronym, but this one is different.  The first 
World Zionist Congress was convened by 
Theodor Hertzl in Basil, Switzerland in 1897. 

At that time, it was an international gathering 
of dreamers dedicated to          herculean task 
of forging unanimity about the need for a    
Jewish state among all of the players in the 
fractious international Jewish world. 
 Amazingly, these assemblies have     
survived all of the cataclysmic and miraculous 
transformations that the Jewish world has 
experienced during the intervening 122 and 
they are still taking place.  Currently, the 
WZO convenes such a congress in Israel every 
five years.  This gathering continues to attract 
representation from all over the world and, 
through its support of the World Zionist  
Organization’s own programs, those of the 
Jewish Agency for Israel (JAFI), and the Karen 
Kayemet L’Yisrael, (or KKL), the Congress sets 
the funding priorities for much of the world 
wide Jewish philanthropic enterprise in Israel 
and abroad.   
 And here is why this election is          
important to us:  This is our opportunity to 
influence the direction of the Jewish world 
throughout the diaspora and in Israel on 
matters of religious pluralism, maintaining 
Israel as Jewish and democratic state, and 
gaining governmental support and protection 
for the modern, serious and egalitarian    
Judaism that we, as the Conservative     
Movement have forged and embraced.  
 The Conservative Movement, as it is 
known in North America and the Masorti 
Movement as we are known in Israel and 
throughout the rest of the world has        
established a party called Mercaz, the      
Hebrew word for Center) to participate in the 
World Jewish Congress.  Mercaz will be not 
only be advocating for acceptance and      
support for our movement and for the    

practices and   
principles that we 
espouse, but it will 
also be    repre-
senting the tradi-
tional Jewish value 
of pluralism.  It is 
vital that we rally every arm of the movement, 
every member of every synagogue and every 
participant in all of programs all over the world 
in order to shape the priorities of the upcoming 
assembly.   
 The voting began on January 21 and will 
conclude on March 11.  For voting instructions, 
please go to the Mercaz website,                  
Mercaz2020.org and follow the prompts.  
There is a nominal administrative charge, but it 
is well worth it to have our voices represented 
the next time that the Jewish world sits down 
together to dream about our future. 
 We will be making every effort to publicize 
this process at Neve Shalom.  If you have any 
questions, please contact me or Harold Geller.   
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Notes from the Hazzan 
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BULLETIN DEADLINES 
April — February 20 

May — March 20 
June — April 20 

Submit your articles and graphics for publication to 
Rita Devlin via e-mail at  
office@neveshalom.net 

N 
eve Shalom will be putting on a show 
on Saturday, February 22 at 7:30 pm. 
All of the songs will be by Frank   

Loesser, Alan Jay Lerner and Fredrick Loewe 
(or by Lerner with Burton Lane). This will be a 
cabaret night and friends are encouraged to 
take a table and bring their favorite kosher 
drinks.  
 The performers are all connected with 
our congregation including teens and adults.  
 We encourage groups of friends to  
sponsor a table together. For $150 you can 
select a musical: “Brigadoon”, “Camelot”, 
“Gigi”, “Guys and Dolls”, “Hans Christian  
Andersen”, “How To Succeed In Business”, 
“My Fair Lady”, or “Where’s Charley” and a 
table of 10 is yours.  Individual donations 
seats are $18 and seniors or students $12.  
Reserve seats or a table at:  https://
www.neveshalom.net/event/LLL-cabaret--
cabernet.html  
 For more information contact:  Hazzan 
Sheldon Levin at  Hazzan@NeveShalom.net 
732-548-2238, ext. 4. It should be a very   
enjoyable evening of familiar and some not so 
well known songs like Frank Loesser’s “The 
Delicatessen of my Dreams.”  Please come 
and bring your friends and neighbors. 

In Memoriam 

Melvin Lavin, 
father of Linda Gotlib 

 
Albert Richman,  
former member 

 
Steven Koster,  

father of  Craig Koster  
 

We’re Putting on a Show!! 

https://www.neveshalom.net/event/LLL-cabaret--cabernet.html
https://www.neveshalom.net/event/LLL-cabaret--cabernet.html
https://www.neveshalom.net/event/LLL-cabaret--cabernet.html
https://www.neveshalom.net/event/LLL-cabaret--cabernet.html
mailto:Hazzan@NeveShalom.net
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From the Synagogue President 
By Andrea L. Colby 

Community Conversations! 
 
 At the United Synagogue of Conservative 
Judaism’s Boston 20/20 convention in          
December, we learned a number of interesting 
things, including how to have complex and  
productive conversations.  As we are embarking 
on our new set of Community Conversations 
this year, I’d like to share with you some of 
what we learned that will help us better hear 
your thoughts and suggestions.   
 We attended an excellent plenary session 
in Boston devoted to helping us learn how to 
have challenging conversations and use them to 
resolve issues.  The basic concept we were 
taught is to learn to listen with curiosity and 
without judgment.  Our trainer pointed out that 
when we participate in conversations, we often 
have a simultaneous internal discussion in our 
heads with ourselves while we think we are 
listening to another person.  
 This makes it difficult to pay attention to 
and hear what the other person is saying.  
These internal conversations many times     

Torah Readers 
Jake Bullock ................................. 5 
Jennifer Bullock ........................... 1 
Andrea Colby ............................... 1 
Lawrence Dombrow .................... 3 
Eric Goldman ............................... 3 
Rosalie Green .............................. 3 
Bruce Greenberg ......................... 4 
Rena Kallman............................... 3 
Emily Lanton  ............................... T1 
Zach Lanton ................................. T1 
Karen Newman ............................ 12 
Aron Richman .............................. 7 
Mark Rosenfield .......................... 7 
Michele Rosenfield ...................... 10 
Steve Schneider ........................... 1 
Jeffrey Schulman ......................... 1 
Stacey Sern .................................. 15 
Barbara Spack .............................. 3 
Alan Stern .................................... 1 
David Yellin .................................. 1 
 

Haftarah 
Ben Alter ............................... T 
Emily Lanton .......................... T 
Stanley Schneider 
Barbara Spack 

Neve Shalom would like to thank the 
following people for chanting Torah 
during the month of December.   
T=Teen,  JR=Junior 

N eve Shalom continues to  support the 
efforts of  Jewish Family Service of  

    Middlesex    County to help the needy by    
collecting food for the  Kosher Food Pantry.  
Food donations may be left at the  synagogue in 
the  closet near the stairs next to the stage. USY 
will be  collecting a different item each month to 
be  donated. Please watch Neve Now! for more  
information. Thank you for  supporting these 
efforts!  

include judgments about the other participant’s 
statements.  Importantly, it often includes  
defending our own actions, which may take the 
conversation into a personal place of hurt:  who 
can listen to someone else if the dialogue    
becomes, “I didn’t say that!”  “Yes, you did!”  
“No I didn’t!”?!   
 Our trainer suggested that rather than 
trying to defend ourselves or criticizing the 
other participant, we simply ask, “Why is this 
person saying what they are saying?  Let me be 
curious and ask.”  Ultimately, if we approach 
discussions with curiosity, we generate        
opportunities to engender trust and resolve 
issues.  We elicit information from the other 
participant in the discussion that we otherwise 
might have missed.   
 As we launch our community                 
conversations, we will be delving deeper into 
what you all are thinking and why you’re feeling 
the way you do.  Please feel comfortable in 
sharing your thoughts, ideas and suggestions!  
We look forward to hearing what you would 
like to say!   

Thank you to those who 

graciously provided delicious meals for me in 

the first few months after Barry’s fall. Your 

generosity is greatly appreciated. 

 

Linda Mendelson 
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Religious School News 
By Miriam Dobin, Religious School Director 

It  may still be wintery and cold 
outside, but it's warm and    

exciting here in Religious School. 
February, like every month, is full 
of activities which are integrated 
into our Judaic studies     lessons. 
We begin with a Havdalah & Movie 
Night on February 1, featuring 
“The Prince of Egypt” (Pesach is 
around the corner). February 2 the 
Men's Club has invited our upper grades to join them in the beit knesset/
sanctuary for donning tefillin/phylacteries during the World Wide Wrap. 
The congregants will be helping our students wrap tefillin with an        
introduction to the meaning behind tefillah/prayer and where in the   
Torah this mitzvah of tefillin comes from.   February 7 is our Religious 
School Community Dinner where the talmidim/students will be leading 
the tefillot/prayers. During services, we look forward to a special        
ceremony where our students from the kita Gimel/ third grade class will 
each be receiving their first siddur! This is a very exciting time for our 
students and their families as they continue their journey towards taking 
their rightful place in the Jewish  community. 
 Tu B'Shvat, the birthday for the trees in Israel, is arriving soon. To 
honor the trees and for all Hashem/God has provided us through those 
trees, on February 9 the Religious School will be learning the art of fruit 
carving! The Gimel through Zayin (3rd-7th) classes will be mentored by 
"Creative Fruit Carving" and will create their own flowers, baskets, and 
leaves out of fruits and vegetables! 
 We look forward to these fun educational experiences. 

Try it, You’ll Like It 
By Stan Loewenthal 

 
Try it, you’ll like it!  I’m not talking about the latest 

iPhone.  I’m not talking about the newest double espresso 
coffee from Starbucks.  Nor am I talking about the latest 
Broadway musical based on the life of a 1960s Rock and 
Roll legend.   I’m talking about Morning Minyan.  

That’s right, Morning Minyan.  It’s a great way to 
begin the day and help to ensure that that there is a     
minyan for those saying Kaddish.  The regular attendees 
are a wonderful group of people.  I attend also.  Hey, nine 
wonderful people out of ten, is a great percentage.  Don’t 
be concerned if you do not have a strong religious 
backround.  I am certainly not going to win any davening 
awards.  In fact, I come from a long line, on both sides of 
my family, of assimilated non-observant Jews. 

After I retired, about six years ago, I began attending 
Morning Minyan three times a week, twice during golf 
season.  I do have my priorities.  But that’s okay.  I’ve been 
known to invoke God’s name quite often while on the golf 
course!  I cannot keep up with the service leaders.  (I think 
they all took Hebrew speed reading courses).  Sometimes I 
read the English side.  You simply do whatever you are 
comfortable with.  

 And there is a little trick to at least stay on the right 
page.  The format of the prayers goes like this:  The leader 
begins each prayer by clearly reading the first few lines in 
Hebrew.  This is followed by mumble, mumble, mumble, as 
each person races silently to the end of the prayer.  But 
don’t worry, the leader starts again on or near the little 
square box.  When he or she finishes, it is time to turn the 
page.  If the next prayer is not on the next page, the leader 
will announce the page.  Just as with anything else, the 
more you attend, the better you get.  My reading is       
improving.  I’m confident I will be able to keep up with the 
leaders in about fifty years.  However, I tend to be an   
optimist.   

If you don’t have tefillin or are not comfortable     
wearing them, you don’t have to.  For women, putting on 
tefillin and/or a tallit is optional.  (How come they get all 
the breaks?)  When I first started, I did not know how to 
put on tefillin.  However, with some instruction from the 
Minyaneers and some practice I can now do this.  In fact, 
last week I was able to put on my tefillin without tying   
myself to the chair. 

 We start at 7:00 am, 6:45 am on the days we take out 

the Torah (Mondays and Thursdays).  On Rosh Chodesh we 

start at 6:35 am.  I’m a little confused about Rosh          

Chodesh.  It seems like we have one every month!  So 

come to Morning Minyan.  Begin the day with some     

prayers, help provide a minyan for those saying Kaddish 

and meet some new people.  Try it, you’ll like it! 
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H appy 2020 to all! The ECC has started 
the new year with a bang! Our    

Enrichment classes are in full swing and 
our Baby Music class and Parent and Me 
class have all started their new semester.   
December was a month of joyous        

celebration in the classrooms. Chanukah, a favorite for any          
pre-schooler, was part of our ECC for many more days than the 
usual eight. We prepared for the holiday by learning songs, reading 
books and creating art projects. We then had a wonderful         
Chanukah party with parents as our special guests.  Efrat Shapira, a 
children’s musician and singer, performed an exciting interactive 
concert. Children learned about various instruments and sang and 
danced to Chanukah tunes. Our classroom party was of course 
filled with delicious latkes! 
 We are currently enrolling for our 2 ½ year old program. If you 
know any parents interested in finding out about this first year 
program, please have them contact the Early Childhood Center 
office at 732-548-2238, ext 17.  Spread the word!  

By Marilyn Beutel, Director 

Early Childhood Center News 

Men’s Club Minute 
By Lawrence Dombrow, Men’s Club President 

T he Neve Shalom Men’s Club joined with numerous other    
synagogues from the Northern New Jersey Region of the   

Federation of Jewish Men’s Clubs on December 15to      participate 
in the annual Man of the Year and Youth of the Year dinner.  We 
were well-represented with over twenty attendees from our Neve 
family.  We proudly honored Lon Dobbs as our  Morton Fields Man 
of the Year and Naomi Sessler as our Youth of the Year.  I will not 
repeat what I have previously written about them, other than to 
state the obvious – they both are well-deserving.  Congratulations 
and thank you both for all of your work on behalf of Neve Shalom.   
 In February we will join with Men’s Clubs internationally in 
observing the World Wide Wrap on February 2.  On February 23, 
2020, Rabbi Rosin will lead us in a Hearing Men’s Voices event.  
Those events are always stimulating and provide an opportunity to 
open up and discuss various topics.  All members and prospective 
members are welcome.    
 Our general membership meetings take place the first     
Thursday evening of each month.  Please join us and share your 
thoughts about the direction of the Men’s Club.   

Please remember Neve   Shalom with 
a gift in your will, trust, retirement       

account or life insurance policy. 

Lucas Sadia Teboul Pabon, the son of 
Mariela Pabon and Eric Eliyahu Teboul, will 
celebrate his bar mitzvah on Saturday,  
February 29. 
          Family members joining in the       
celebration include Lucas’ sister, Valentina 
Lailie; Aunt Nathalie and Uncle Igal Teboul 
from Marseille, France; Aunt Yael Teboul 
from Ashdod, Israel; Grandpa and Grandma 
Sadia and Esther Teboul, also from Ashdod, 
Israel; Grandma Negry Pabon from Puerto 
Rico; and Uncle Javier and Aunt Magdy 
Pabon from the USA.  

 Lucas is a student at St. Francis in Metuchen, NJ, where his   
favorite subjects are science and math. Lucas tells us that he likes “…
science because I like biology, and math because I find it easy to  
understand.” 
 Lucas’ hobbies and interests include reading, playing video 
games, and practicing sports. “ I played soccer, starting when I was 
three years old until I was 10 years old. I learned with Spencer     
Rockman with Rover soccer. I then switched to basketball when I 
was 11. Also, I started playing the piano at my school. Even though I 
don’t draw, I enjoy watching people paint, and the pictures they 
make. I like many computer games, but mostly “Overwatch” and 
“Fortnite”. In my spare time, I like to read, play video games, shoot 
hoops, watch “Rick and Morty”, and spend time with my friends Seba 
and Kelan. 
 Family travels have taken Lucas to various places. “ In the US, I 
have been to Washington D.C, Baltimore, Orlando, Philadelphia, and 
New York City. I also traveled a lot outside of the US - I went to    
Mexico, France, Puerto Rico, Egypt, Israel, Germany, Portugal, and 
Spain.”   
 Regarding his mitzvah project, Lucas reports: “I have not started 
my project yet. However, I would like to do something meaningful for 
people who are in need. I realize how lucky I am to have all the things 
I have, to have parents and family who love me and be able to eat 
three meals every day. Many people are not this lucky. Therefore, I 
think that I am going to do a food drive for my neighborhood because 
some people there are not as fortunate as I am.” 
 Also, Lucas tells us, “I really love my family and my cute dog, 
Nougat. They are always there for me even if they can sometimes 
be somewhat annoying. I also want to say that I have a best friend 
named Sebastian who is awesome and funny. I’ve known him since I 
was three years old. Finally, when I grow up, I would like to be an 
astronaut and be able to see the earth from space.”   

Called to the Torah 
By Flora Cowen 
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FREE if you register for Adult Education for the Spring        
Semester. Any individual film is $5 or $15 for the series.   
 
Films will be shown at 11:00 am and 7:00 pm. 
 
Hollywoodism: Jews, Movies and the  
American Dream  
Thursday, February 6: 11:00 am or 
7:00 pm    
The history of the influence the Jewish 
Moguls had on Hollywood, America 
and the films created in its golden age. 
1 hr 38 minutes. Documentary in   
English.  
 
Sallah Shabati סאלח שבתי     
Thursday, February 13: 11:00 am or 
7:00 pm    
This 1964 Israeli comedy film is about 
the chaos of Israeli immigration and 
resettlement. This social satire placed 
the director Ephraim Kishon and  
producer Menahem Golan among the 
first Israeli filmmakers to achieve  
international success. It also           
introduced actor Chaim Topol.   110 
minutes. Hebrew with English        
subtitles. 
 
A Price Above Rubies  
Thursday, February 20: 11:00 am or 
7:00 pm    
Renee Zellweger plays a young   
woman who is married to an Orthodox 
Jew.  The movie addresses the      
problems that trouble their marriage 
because she wants something more 
out of life. 1 hr 57 minutes. English. 
 
A Serious Man  
Thursday, February 27: 11:00 am or 
7:00 pm     
A Jewish Midwestern physics teacher  
watches his life unravel over multiple  
sudden incidents. Though seeking 
meaning and answers amidst his   
turmoil, he seems to keep sinking. 
Directed by the Coen Brothers, it 
starts with a short film in Yiddish.   
1 hr 46 minutes in English, rated R.  

O n Friday evening, following the 7:30 pm service, February 21, Neve    
Shalom and the Gilbert & Claudie Hayat speaker series will present Dr. 

David Greenberg, speaking about “Congressman John Lewis and the Jewish 
Community.” There is no charge and refreshments will be served. 

          Congressman Lewis (pictured, left) was 
presented the American Jewish  Committee’s 
highest honor. “No one in public life is as      
admired as a prophetic voice which calls on us 
to live up to our most fundamental values and 
greatest  aspirations, to strive to make this  
nation a more perfect union, as John Lewis,” 
said AJC President John Shapiro. “Congressman 
Lewis was an American hero and a great friend 

of the American Jewish community.” 
 The inscription on the AJC award says: "Pioneering civil rights leader,  
unrelenting champion of human dignity, we celebrate your lifetime of         
conscientious public service to make real the American promise of liberty and 
justice for all.”  
 Lewis, was a founding co-chair of Atlanta’s Black-Jewish Coalition and 
served in the U.S. House of Representatives from 1987 until his passing last 
year. 
 “Throughout his long career in Congress, Rep. Lewis proved himself to be 
a strong supporter of the state of Israel and an advocate for the pursuit of 
peace,” according to Atlanta rabbi Joshua Lesser. 
 Congressman Lewis was a longtime friend of Israel and a co-sponsor of H. 
Res. 246, the resolution “opposing efforts to delegitimize the State of Israel 
and the Global Boycott, Divestment, and Sanctions Movement targeting    
Israel,”   However, he also agreed to sign on as a cosponsor of H. Res. 496, a 
resolution “affirming that all Americans have the right to  participate in  boy-
cotts in pursuit of civil and human rights at home and abroad.” He publicly 
stated that he disagreed strongly with the BDS   movement.  

          David Greenberg (pictured left) is a professor 
of History and of   Journalism and Media Studies at    
Rutgers University, New Brunswick, and a frequent 
commentator in the national news media on     
contemporary politics and public affairs. He       
specializes in American political and cultural      
history. His most   recent book, Republic of Spin: An 
Inside History of the American Presidency (W.W. 
Norton, 2016) examines the rise of the White 
House spin machine, from the Progressive Era to 

the present day, and the debates that Americans have waged over its        
implications for democracy. 
 Prof. Greenberg’s first book, Nixon’s Shadow: The History of an           
Image (W.W. Norton, 2003) won the Washington Monthly Annual Political 
Book Award, the American Journalism History Award, and Columbia           
University’s Bancroft Dissertation Award. Calvin Coolidge (Henry Holt), 
a biography for the American Presidents Series, was published in December 
2006 and appeared on the Washington Post’s list of best books of 
2007. Presidential Doodles (Basic Books, 2006) was widely reviewed and fea-
tured on CNN, NPR’s “All Things Considered,” and CBS’s “Sunday Morning.” 
 Formerly a full-time journalist, Prof. Greenberg is now a contributing 
editor to Politico Magazine, where he writes a regular column. He previously 
served as managing editor. Early in his career, he was the assistant to author 
Bob Woodward on The Agenda: Inside the Clinton White House (Simon & 
Schuster, 1994). He has been a contributor to Slate since its founding and has 
written for The New Yorker, The Atlantic, The Washington Post, The New York 
Times, Foreign Affairs and other scholarly and popular publications. 

Congressman John Lewis  

and the Jewish Community 



Neve Shalom Bulletin FEBRUARY 2020 

7 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dream Weavers in the Neve Shalom Loom Room 

Calling all parents and 
grandparents with  

children/grandchildren who 
will celebrate their bar or 
bat mitzvah in 2020 and 

2021!! 

 

Become a Dream Weaver 

  

 Have your own “priceless” experience by weaving a tallit, 
tallit gadol, tallit bag, challah cover, matzoh cover,  afikomen bag 
or even a chuppah! 
 Make an heirloom for yourself, with or for someone special.   
Give it a try!!   You can do it!! 
 For more information and to schedule your time on the 
loom, contact:  Cory Schneider at  717-574-1807 or 
corstan65@gmail.com  or  Jennifer  Bullock at  732-906-8565 or  
rnjbullock@aol.com. 

Madeline Frances wove a tallit for her grandson, Brandon, for his 
very special bar mitzvah gift.  

After tying the tzitzit, Madeline 
and Brandon proudly showed the 
completed tallit. 

Madeline’s beautiful family:  
Brandon, wearing his tallit, 
daughter Erin, son-in-law 
Matthew and granddaughter 
Morgan. 

mailto:corstan65@gmail.com
mailto:rnjbullock@aol.com
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R emember, the Donald and Ruth Kahn Book & Author Event 
is coming on March 22.  Below is a Book Capsule for the 

third of the three featured books.   
 
The Professor of Immortality by Eileen Pollack 
 Professor Maxine Sayers once found her personal and  
professional life so fulfilling that she founded the Institute of 
Future Studies, a program dedicated to studying the effects of 
technology on our culture and finding ways to prolong human 
life. But when her beloved husband dies, she is so devastated 
she can barely get out of bed. To make matters worse, her son, 
Zach, has abruptly quit his job in Silicon Valley and been out of 
contact for seven months. Maxine is jolted from her grief by 
her sudden suspicion that a favorite former student (and a  
former close friend of her son) might be a terrorist called the 
Technobomber and that Zach might either be involved in or 
become a victim of this extremist’s bombing. Deserting her 
teaching responsibilities, her ailing mother, and an appealing 
suitor, Maxine feels compelled to set out and search for her 
son in order to warn and protect him, even as she knows she 
should report her suspicions to the FBI to prevent greater   
carnage.  This book was inspired by the true story of the      
Unabomber, Ted Kaczynski, and his time at the University of 
Michigan 
 Eileen Pollack was born and grew up in Liberty, N.Y., the 
heart of the Jewish Catskills, where her grandparents owned 
and operated a small hotel. A graduate of Yale University with 
a BS in physics, Eileen later earned an MFA from the University 
of Iowa, where she was awarded a Teaching-Writing             
Fellowship. She is the author of the novels The Bible of Dirty 
Jokes, A Perfect Life, Breaking and Entering, and Paradise, New 
York; and the short-story collections: In the Mouth and The 
Rabbi in the Attic.  Eileen was scheduled to appear at the 2012 
Book & Author event but had to cancel because of Hurricane 
Sandy. 

----------- 
 I imagine there are a lot of parents and grandparents who 
are interested in Jewish books for children.  One                    
recommendation I have for you is - “The Book of Life” - an   
interview-format podcast about Jewish “kidlit” with occasional 
coverage of YA/adult books, music, film and web. “A Field 
Guide to Jewish Kidlit” was an especially good episode with 
host Heidi Rabinowitz in conversation with guest interviewee 
Marjorie Ingall (www.jewishbooks.blogspot.com/2019/12/a-

Book Corner 
By Amy Artman 

field-guide-to-jewish-kidlit). Some of the suggestions for      
finding Jewish kidlit from this podcast:  “The Association of 
Jewish Libraries” (www.jewishlibraries.org) -  Here you can find 
the Sydney Taylor Awards (winners and honors for Jewish   
children's books in categories of younger, older and teen   
readers), as well as archives of AJL book reviews. 
 Jewish Book Council (www.jewishbookcouncil.org) – On 
this site you can find the National Jewish Book Awards as well 
as a Children’s and YA Reading List curated by the Association 
of Jewish Libraries.  
 PJ Library (www.pjlibrary.org) – Even if you don’t           
participate in their programs you can find book lists for   
younger children on its website. PJ Our Way is a related book 
program for kids ages 9-12. 
 Check out the websites for these publishers exclusively 
focused on Jewish books for children:  Kar-Ben Publishing and 
Apples and Honey Press.  
 Two additional resources on children’s books:  Marjorie 
Ingall’s Best Jewish Books of 2019 appeared in Tablet Magazine 
on 12/13/19 (www.tabletmag.com/jewish-life-and-
religion/295564/best-jewish-childrens-books-of-2019.)       
Marjorie is a columnist at Tablet Magazine the author of 
Mamaleh Knows Best: What Jewish Mothers Do to Raise     
Successful, Creative, Empathetic, Independent Children (and a 
Shabbat Guest Speaker it Neve in 2019). 
 Jewish Book Council, on 12/3/19 featured an interview 
with author Lesea Newman about diversity in children’s books 
(www.jewishbookcouncil.org/pb-daily/mirrors-and-windows-a-
conversation-with-leslea-newman-on-diversity-in-childrens-
books.) 

http://www.jewishbooks.blogspot.com/2019/12/a-field-guide-to-jewish-kidlit
http://www.jewishbooks.blogspot.com/2019/12/a-field-guide-to-jewish-kidlit
http://www.jewishbookcouncil.org
http://www.pjlibrary.org
http://www.tabletmag.com/jewish-life-and-religion/295564/best-jewish-childrens-books-of-2019
http://www.tabletmag.com/jewish-life-and-religion/295564/best-jewish-childrens-books-of-2019
http://www.jewishbookcouncil.org/pb-daily/mirrors-and-windows-a-conversation-with-leslea-newman-on-diversity-in-childrens-books
http://www.jewishbookcouncil.org/pb-daily/mirrors-and-windows-a-conversation-with-leslea-newman-on-diversity-in-childrens-books
http://www.jewishbookcouncil.org/pb-daily/mirrors-and-windows-a-conversation-with-leslea-newman-on-diversity-in-childrens-books
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Bob Moss Fund 
In Memory Of ................................ From 
Frances Goldfarb ............................. Dr. Sandra Moss 
 
Community Kiddush Fund 
In Honor Of .................................... From 
Stacey Sern— Shir B Yachad ............ Flora Cowen 
 
Friends Of Neve Shalom Nursery School Fund 
In Honor Of .................................... From 
Neve Shalom ................................... Anonymous  
In Memory Of ................................ From 
Walter Meyer, my beloved father ... Edward and Marian Szteinbaum 
 
Gershon Robinson Music & Art/Turtletaub Music Library Fund 
In Memory Of ................................ From 
Marcia Holtzman ............................. Fredda Robinson 
Joseph Robinson ............................. Fredda Robinson 
 
Ner Tamid/General Fund 
In Memory Of ................................ From 
Dorothy Steinbach........................... Yehuda and Jennine Shpigel 
Elliot Wiener .................................... Ira and Myra Wiener 
Esther Kalfus.................................... Bernard and Richard Kalfus 
George Jacobs ................................. Melissa Jacobs 
Gloria Preminger ............................. Ira and Amy Artman 
Gordon Berkowitz ........................... Stanley and Gail Slobodien 
Hannah Lehrhaupt........................... Judith Spiegel 
Howard Kaufman ............................ Bernice Bloom 
Jack Wink ........................................ Alan and Donna Wink 
Joseph Artman ................................ Ira and Amy Artman 
Joyce Goldberg ................................ Richard Nemet 
Joyce Goldberg ................................ Edna Sherber 
Joyce Goldberg ................................ Sandra and Joseph Mazuca 
Leonard Preminger .......................... Ira and Amy Artman 
Martin Katz ...................................... Mark Brugger 
Max Glick ......................................... Gerald and Elaine Glick 
Muriel Marash ................................. Bernice Bloom 
Pearl Farber ..................................... Irwin and Joyce Slurzberg 
Shirley Manning .............................. Beatrice Grossman 
Walter Nelson ................................. Eleanor Massey 
Yahrzeit ........................................... Lisa and Walter Heskes 
Yetta Gelber .................................... Barbara Reed and Michael Kesler 
 
Neve Shalom Blood Drive In Memory of Michael Allan Thompson Fund 
In Memory Of ................................ From 
Dorothy Steinbach........................... Edward Thompson and Rita Gordon 
 
Susy Schwartz Fund 
In Honor Of .................................... From 
Eli Solomon Tabak, on 
becoming a bar mitzvah .................. Lillian and Michael Radomsky 
Jennifer and Rich Bullock, 
mazel tov on Marissa's  
engagement .................................... Seymour and Renee Bromberg 
In Memory Of ................................ From 
Arlene Blustein ................................ Seymour and Renee Bromberg 
 
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
In Honor Of .................................... From 
Eliot Spack, thank you for 
the High Holy Day honor. ................ Robert and Shelley Wiesner 
Rabbi Eric Rosin, thank you 
 so much for your kind and 
 compassionate support. ................. David and Robin Horwitz 

We Gratefully Acknowledge 
and thank the following generous contributors to our funds: 

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
In Honor Of ................................... From 
Stan Schneider, to honor your  
80 years and the fun, love, and 
the wisdom you've shared.  
Happy Birthday. ............................... Lisa Mann 
In Memory Of ............................... From 
Arlene Blustein ................................ Kelli and Lincoln Richman 
Evelyn Braunstein ............................ Alan and Sue Horwitz 
Morton Braunstein .......................... Alan and Sue Horwitz 
Nathan Gertler ................................ Alan and Sue Horwitz 
Phyllis Shlossman ............................ Stuart and Nancy Shlossman 
Yahrzeit ........................................... William and Susan Berlin 
 
Tikkun Olam 
In Memory Of ............................... From 
Dorothy Steinbach ........................... Flora Cowen 
Joyce Goldberg ................................ Flora Cowen 
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2/1/2020 06 Shevat Zorach Duke Father of Seymour Tabak 
  Louis S. Goldberg Father of Edna Sherber 
  Murray Keller Father of Malvin Keller 
2/2/2020 07 Shevat Sarah Koflowitz Mother of Marilyn Bergman 
  Freda Falk Grandmother of Richard Bullock 
  William Kuznetzoff Father of Sidney Krane 
  Lucy Breitbart Mother of Caroline Seidner 
2/3/2020 08 Shevat Paul Kussner Father of Robert Kussner 
2/4/2020 09 Shevat Freda Clarkson Mother of Charles Clarkson 
2/5/2020 10 Shevat Joseph Fox Father of Susan Vonsover 
  Mae Sachs Grandmother of Beverly Perry 
2/6/2020 11 Shevat Ruth Schonberger Sister-in-Law of Frances Schonberger 
  Ida Wernik Mother of Donald Wernik and Charlotte Sheratsky,  
   Grandmother of Ellen Schimmel 
  Stanley Cohen Father of Francine Cohen 
  Gloria Preminger Mother of Amy Artman 
2/7/2020 12 Shevat Abraham Wernik Father of Charlotte Sheratsky and Donald Wernik,  
   Grandfather of Ellen Schimmel 
  Paul Butler Brother of Rose Kaufman 
2/9/2020 14 Shevat Morris Gary Father of Herbert Gary 
  Evelyn H. Lemerman Mother of David Lemerman 
2/10/2020 15 Shevat Edward Hecht Father of Sharon Zlotnick 
  Mollie R. Ginsburg Mother of Marcia Horn 
  Shirley Silver Mother of Marlene Strauss 
  Albert Schrob Father of Donna Wink 
  Ethel Cicchino Mother of William Cicchino 
  Gladys Goldblatt  Kuznet Mother of Merle Lefkowitz 
2/11/2020 16 Shevat Morris Breitbart Father of Caroline Seidner 
  Alan Stone Husband  of Marilyn Stone 
2/12/2020 17 Shevat Esther Reichel Mother-in-Law of Karen Reichel 
  Sara Lea Miller Grandmother of Ronald Becker 
  Suzanne Reese Cousin of Miriam Kafker 
2/13/2020 18 Shevat  David Tollins Father of Madeline Tolins-Schlitt 
  Deborah Kaplan Sister of Gerald Zelizer 
  Leib Janovitz Father of Eugene Janovitz 
  Geri Oldman Sister of Eleanor Massey 
2/14/2020 19 Shevat Arnold Storfer Brother of Stanley Storfer 
2/15/2020 20 Shevat Ben Kaslowitz Father of Marilyn Bergman 
  Anna Baras Mother of Renee Bromberg 
  Jack Podelsky Father of Abe Podelsky 
  Beth Fendell Sister of Pamela Berenfeld 
  Molly Zigman Mother of Gail Kanar 
2/16/2020 21 Shevat Marion Shepard Mother of Andrew Shepard 
  Clara Scherl Grandmother of Robin Horwitz 
  Jay L. Ash  Great-Uncle of Adam Glinn 
  Paul Johnsen Father of Christine Becker 
  Julius Wise Brother-in-Law of Stanley Schneider, Uncle of Steven Schneider 
2/17/2020 22 Shevat  Arthur Lorch Father of Warren Lorch 
  Oscar Thor Father of Merrill Thor 
  Sally Shimanowitz Mother of Ronald Shimanowitz 
  Rose Steinberg Grandmother of Sheila Rabinowitz 
  Haskell Askin Brother of Miriam Saruya 
2/18/2020 23 Shevat Ira Wiesner Father of Robert Wiesner 
  Marvin Reiter Father of Lori Shery 
  Rose Sokolik Mother of Dorothy Rubinstein 
  Muriel Sherman Mother of Michael Sherman 
2/19/2020 24 Shevat Ethel Kussner Mother of Robert Kussner 
  Regina Neugroschel Mother of Eric Neugroschel 
  Jerry Greenberg First Husband of Sandra Wunder 
  Anabel Labendz Mother of Abigail Garb 
  Mildred Goldberg Mother of Judith Simet 

ENGLISH DATE HEBREW DATE DECEASED’S NAME MOURNER 

http://www.neveshalom.net/calendar
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2/19/2020 24 Shevat Carolyn Newman Mother of Jonathan Newman 
2/20/2020 25 Shevat Milton Buchbinder Father of Flora Cowen 
  Stanley Kleiman Father of Michael Kleiman 
  Estelle Weinstein Mother-in-law of Karen Newman 
  Tessie Hoffman Mother-in-law of Philip Schreiber 
  Jerry Buckbinder Uncle of Nancy Lipschutz 
2/21/2020 26 Shevat Charles Rudin Father of Stuart Rudin 
  Alicia Newman Wife of Walter Newman 
  Mary Gottlieb Grandmother of Elissa Glinn 
  Harry Nieman Father of Sondra Caplan 
2/22/2020 27 Shevat Doris Heisler Mother of Faith Heisler 
  Robert Slobobien Son of Stanley and Gail Slobodien 
  Louis Kaminowitz Father of Susan Berlin 
  Laura Richman Mother of Steven Richman 
2/23/2020 28 Shevat Robert Boxer Brother of Keith Boxer 
  Max Blum Grandfather of Karen Newman 
  Aaron Kaufman Grandfather of Howard Kaufman 
2/24/2020 29 Shevat Milton Joseph Schreiber Brother of Philip Schreiber 
  Ida Mikelonis Mother of Elaine Glick 
2/25/2020 30 Shevat Gladys Stacy Aunt of Gary Leslie 
  Anna Podelsky Mother of Abe Podelsky 
2/26/2020 01 Adar Frances Sperber Mother of Ellen Clarkson 
  Samuel E. Stone Father-in-law of Marilyn Stone 
  William Gietter Father of Sharon Ludwin 
  Anna Simon Mother of Murray Simon 
  Morris Schluger Grandfather of Carol Hacker 
2/27/2020 2 Adar Betty Loshin Mother of Andrea Colby 
  Judith Kamins Mother of Jennifer Bullock 
  Joseph Abraham Father of Dorothy Rubinstein 
2/28/2020 3 Adar Esther Rickles Mother of Eileen Freihon 
  Martin Greene Father of Joyce Leslie 
  Solomon Brickman Father of Barbara Spack 
  Belle Epstein Mother of Albert Epstein 
  Barbara Suter Sister of Fredric Gross 
  Marcia Contatore Sister of Carol Hacker 
2/29/2020 4 Adar Robert Zahler Father of Mindy Epstein 
  Marilyn Bergman Wife of Jerome Bergman 

 

ENGLISH DATE HEBREW DATE DECEASED’S NAME MOURNER 

If you would like to include the name of       
someone who is ill (including yourself) to be    

recited for a Mi Sheberach (prayer for healing) 
when the Torah is read, please e-mail the 

Hebrew (preferred) or English name of that  
individual to Steve Gross  

at stephang@optonline.net.   
You may also contact the synagogue office by 

phone with this information. 

 

mailto:stephang@optonline.net
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T he message was clear: “For the 30th 
annual Susy Schwartz Concert, you’ve 

simply got to bring an extraordinary act. 
You want the Divas on the Bima.”  
 This suggestion and endorsement 
came to the concert committee from members of the Neve Shalom 
Men’s Club. The divas in question had peformed to great acclaim at a 
gathering of the NJ regional Federation of Jewish Men’s Clubs. 
 Much loved in their own congregations, the four women only 
perform as a quartet about seven times per year, so the fact that we 
have successfully engaged the ensemble for our milestone concert is 
something of a coup. They bring a rich sound that blends their four 
well-cultivated voices into a repertoire that includes contemporary as 
well as distinctly Jewish pieces. Broadway musical lovers won’t be 
disappointed either. 

 

About the Divas: 
 Jen Cohen began her career living in Nashville, TN and toured the 

United States with her band.  She serves as Cantor of Temple Beth 
Sholom in Cherry Hill NJ. 

 Magda Fishman was both a singer and trumpet player in the   
Israeli Defense Forces before making her way to New York to    
pursue musical theater and jazz and founding her band, Shorashim.   
Magda is the Cantor at B'nai Torah Congregation in Boca Raton FL. 

 Alisa Pomerantz-Boro, comes from a rabbinic and  musical family, 
and has deep roots in cantorial, folk and popular music.   She is the 
Hazzan at Congregation Beth El in Voorhees NJ. 

 Elizabeth Shammash is classically trained and enjoyed an operatic, 
concert and recital career before receiving formal training as a  
cantor.  Lizzy is the Cantor at Tiferet Bet Israel in Blue Bell PA.  

 

 This year’s Susy Schwartz Concert is just around the corner, on 
Sunday, May 31 at 7:00 pm. The concert is the primary source of  
funding for the Susy Schwartz Memorial Scholarship Fund, which  
provides each Neve Shalom bar and bat mitzvah child a “Passport to 
Israel,” currently valued at $2,000.  
 The Passport to Israel program is one of Neve Shalom’s great 
gems and a perk of membership. The Passport, presented from the 
bimah during the bar/bat mitzvah service, is a voucher that may be 
redeemed towards a trip to Israel that has an educational component, 
taken between the completion of ninth grade and the end of college. 
High school students using the Passport are also eligible to receive 
additional funds from the Jewish Federation in the Heart of New   
Jersey.  
 The post-trip articles by our Passport recipients, appearing in our 

30th Annual Susy Schwartz Memorial Scholarship Fund Concert 

Sunday, May 31 at 7:00 pm  

monthly Neve Shalom Bulletins, confirm the value of the program: 
these Israel experiences really do to instill in our kids a lifelong love of 
the State of Israel. Approximately 150 of our students have redeemed 
their Passport since the program’s inception.  
 The 30-year history of the concert is a testament to the memory 
of a larger-than-life member and the staying power of an idea: Loving 
Israel and young people as she did, Susy Schwartz would have been 
very proud to watch the parade of students who have jumped at the 
chance to go to Israel and have benefitted from the fund’s generous 
stipend. We hope the availability of this opportunity will encourage 
our current and still-eligible Hebrew School families to both support 
the concert and help their children explore the many options for   
educational experiences in Israel.  
   Concert tickets are on sale now on the shul website, 
www.neveshalom.net, and may also be purchased by mail or through 
the Neve Shalom office. On behalf of the next generation, please  
consider becoming a Benefactor ($200) or Patron ($100) of the May 
31 concert. Benefactors and Patrons receive two tickets, preferred 
seating, name listed in the concert program and more. General     
Admission tickets are $30, with the price for children under 12 @ $12. 
Free babysitting will once again be available by pre-registration 
(deadline: May 27) Contact the Neve Shalom office at 732- 548-2238, 
ext. 12, if you need additional information.  

By Rena Kallman 

http://www.neveshalom.net/
http://www.neveshalom.net/
http://www.neveshalom.net/
http://www.neveshalom.net/
http://www.neveshalom.net/
http://www.neveshalom.net/
http://www.neveshalom.net/
http://www.neveshalom.net/
http://www.neveshalom.net/
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Commercial Litigation, Collections and Bankruptcy 

Nationwide 

SAMUEL and JOY GRAFTON 

POPPER and GRAFTON  -  ATTORNEYS AT LAW 
 

 
 

225 West 34th Street  
Suite 1806 
New York, NY 10122-1600 

212-290-2630  

10 MAIN STREET 732-634-8500    
WOODBRIDGE, NJ 07095 732-634-1521 
800-729-0582 Fax:  732-750-0120 

MEMORIAL CENTER 

HAIMM MONUMENTS FOR 
ALL CEMETERIES 

GOLDSTEIN 

FUNERAL CHAPEL  INC. 

We value the dignity and the sanctity of the 
Jewish soul and we uphold and maintain 

reverence for the Jewish tradition. 
 

Exclusively Jewish Operated 
Conveniently Located 

Large Chapels 
 

Martin Goldstein, Mgr. 
N.J. Lic. 4025 

2015 Woodbridge Avenue, Edison 

732-777-0032 

Know someone who needs help? 

Don’t Keep It Under Your Hat! 

  
Know someone in need of help during an illness, after 

surgery, after the birth of a child, please contact the 
Mitzvah Mission. 

No Mission Is Impossible! 
tikkunolam@neveshalom.net 

732-858-1764 

mailto:tikkunolam@neveshalom.net
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Neve Shalom 

Jewish Community Center 

250 Grove Avenue 

Metuchen, NJ  08840 

732-548-2238 

  February 2020 — Shevat/Adar 5780 


