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NEVE SHALOM
By Gerald Zelizer

From Our Rabbi….Eric Rosin
With apologies, I have some
upsetting news: life is not, in fact a box
of chocolates or a bowl of cherries, nor
is it either a sprint or a marathon. On
the other hand, I am happy to report
that love is not a battlefield.
These
are
all
metaphors.
Metaphors are invaluable tools that help
us to understand complicated concepts.
I never would have made it through high
school without teachers who were well
versed in the art of crafting helpful metaphors. Our spiritual lives are filled with
metaphors as well.
They give us
language to contemplate that which we
can never fully comprehend. Is God a
patient teacher? A benevolent parental
figure? A warrior? The source of all
wisdom? Yes. . . and also so much more.
. . . We are continually creating more
and more metaphors to broaden our
conception of an ineffable God.
And as helpful as they can be, it is
also important to remember that metaphors are an intellectual or creative
shorthand and they can never relay the
entirety of the truth about anything.
You can look in as many toy stores as
you want, you will never find the literal
building blocks of our faith. If we get
caught in metaphors and forget their
limitations we can’t properly evaluate
the world around us or make the best
decisions.
When we think about our

communal life at Neve Shalom it is easy
to get lost in metaphors but, like all
metaphors, none of them are entirely
accurate. Neve is a wonderful and
caring community which provides
support in difficult times and shares in
the happiness of good ones, but it is not
literally a family. We’re a diverse group
of individuals and families who work
together to build community and take
care of each other. . . and we’re not
actually a village. And we all know that
cultivating more supporters will enable
us to grow and better serve our
community better but even though we
seek to increase our “market” we are
not a business.
These days, we seem fixated on the
business metaphor and similarities
between a synagogue and a business are
powerful. In order for Neve to meet the
needs of the most members of our
community we need to clarify our vision
and our mission and evaluate our
strengths, weaknesses, opportunities
and threats. We need generate revenue
that is sufficient to pay our staff and
maintain the physical plant and ensure
our future. We need to decide how to
allocate our limited resources in ways
that will best support us and help us
meat our goals.
But we’re not a
business. That’s just another metaphor
to help us understand one aspect of our
existence.

To
distinguish
between
a
synagogue and a
business, notice
that businesses
have customers
and synagogues
have
members.
Businesses
have
employees and synagogues have a small
number of employers and much larger
corps of volunteers.
Businesses can
reorient themselves and enter into
completely new areas that might prove to
be more profitable. Synagogues choose
different paths, but all of them serve to
facilitate the general goals of continuity
through Jewish study, prayer, community
building and repairing the world.
Borrowing from the language of
inclusion used by the disability, LGBTQ,
feminist and minority communities, I
would like to suggest one more useful, if
also incomplete metaphor. Another way
to see our community is as a broad and
spirited conversation about Judaism in
the twenty-first century in which we seek
to include as many people as want to join
us.
Earlier this summer, I attended a
conference at the Jewish Theological
Seminary entitled “Expanding the Jewish
Cannon, Expanding your Rabbinic
Repertoire” and we learned with Rabbis
and other teachers who offered their
Continued on page 6…...
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In Memoriam

E

ach year, September and the High
Holy Days, give us opportunities to
reboot and possibly change our ways
of thinking, behaving and being. This past
spring and summer I have been using a new
“diet” plan called NOOM. I have lost many
pounds but the program is not only about
food, it encourages thinking about how to live
differently. It’s not so much about dieting as
about changing your life style.
I am using this as an example; I am not
trying to endorse this food program. Instead, I
encourage all of us, prior to Rosh Hashanah
and Yom Kippur, to reprioritize what things
are most important. On Selichot evening,
September 21, we will be showing a film
about a famous actress, Hedy Lamarr. I think
the film is a cautionary tale. Though, clearly,
she had success as an actress in her youth,
there were costs involved. These affected her
relationships and even caused harm to
herself.
If you were to win the lottery what
would you want to spend time doing? With
whom would you want to spend more hours?
Are there books not yet read, shows or
concerts you want to attend, places to visit or
things to accomplish?
The High Holiday liturgy focuses us often
on our relationship with God. I would also
hope that some of us take time to think about

Leo and Judy Kaufman,
Brother and sister-in-law of
Howard Kaufman
Renee Mae Bodne Colby
Mother of Michael Colby

To the Neve Shalom Family for
your kindness, support and love
for Yetta and me during this
difficult period of our lives.
Morris Gelber
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other relationships as well. Am I caring to my
spouse, children and parents? Am I taking
care of my own needs? Do I want to help
others and volunteer for charitable
activities? Can I make this a better world?
The beginning of a new year can also
raise anxiety; what will be my fate, will I be
healthy, will I live or die? I tend to leave
some of those bigger questions to God. I
encourage each of us to think about things
we personally can change; what do I want to
accomplish, what makes me ashamed or
proud?
The
day
of
judgement
feels
overwhelming. One of the things this “diet
plan” teaches is to set small goals. Don’t
think about running a marathon, instead
start at the beginning with walking, add
distance and speed as you continue toward
larger goals. Don’t think about losing 40
pounds but focus this month on watching
what you eat, exercise and aim for 5 pounds.
I think we can do the same on these
upcoming holy days. Take time to treasure
your family and friends. Try to appreciate
nature, health, your job, your home. Think
about what changes you want to make this
year and start them this month.
May 5780 be a great year for you to do
the things you want and be the person you
truly want to be. Shana tova.

Neve Shalom Bulletin

SEPTEMBER 2019

From the Synagogue President
By Andrea L. Colby

H

ope that you all had a wonderful summer! As the High Holy Days
approach, and our synagogue community becomes ever more busy, this
is a good time to start to talk about the areas that we will be focusing on in
this New Year. I am humbled and grateful to the Neve Shalom Community for
giving me the opportunity to serve you all as president for the next two years.
At the time of this writing, my family and I are mourning the loss of
Michael’s mother. Our experience this week has given us renewed
appreciation for our Neve Shalom community and how we support each other
in good times and not-so-good times. Each day this week, we have been
enveloped in the arms of our Neve Shalom family, both literally and
figuratively. We are profoundly grateful.
Our experience underscores the reason we are here as a congregation
and the driving force for the next two years: we are a family and Neve Shalom
is our home. We support each other and seek to include each other in our
thoughts and actions.
Our new Executive Committee and Board has spent the summer getting
to know one another and setting the stage for our future. We will be
concentrating on ensuring our ongoing financial health and reaching out to
the greater Jewish community in our area. We are continuing to support our
Planning Initiative and work with our new Building Committee to prioritize
needed repairs to our physical plant. We are also focusing on reaching in,
touching base with our community and hearing what you need and how we
can serve you better.
Wishing you all a very happy, healthy and sweet New Year! As we go
forward, this column will continue to update you on what’s available for our
community and opportunities we have to work, pray and enjoy each other’s
company together! Of course, if you have any ideas, suggestions or concerns,
please contact me at andreacolby@neveshalom.net. Looking forward to
hearing from you!

Neve Shalom would like to thank the following people for chanting
Torah during the months of June and July. T=Teen, JR=Junior
Torah Readers
Ben Alter ...................................T 1
Eleanor Brinen ..........................T1
Jake Bullock ...............................3
Andrea Colby.............................2
Lawrence Dombrow ..................9
Eric Goldman.............................2
Rosalie Green ............................7
Bruce Greenberg .......................4
Adam Gross ...............................T 2
Miriam Kafker ...........................1
Rena Kallman ............................5
Allie Kashan ...............................T 1
Karen Newman .........................18
Aron Richman ...........................11
Steven Richman ........................2
Daniel Rosenfield ......................1
Mark Rosenfield ........................34
Michelle Rosenfield ..................14
Dan Rushefsky...........................3
Adam Schlitt ..............................1

Jeffrey Schulman .......................4
Stacey Sern................................14
Martin Slutzky ...........................2
Arlene Smith .............................1
Barbara Spack ...........................6
Danielle Stein ............................T 1
Eric Steinbach............................1
Alan Stern .................................2
David Yellin ...............................14
Haftarah
Eleanor Brinen
Andrea Colby
Rena Kallman
Sidney Krane
Seven Richman
Mark Rosenfield
Michele Rosenfield
Cory Schneider
Jeffrey Schulman
Seymour Tabak
Larry Wineberg
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Ritual Reality
By Bruce Levin, Vice President, Ritual

T

he word “ritual” comes
from its root word “rite”
which we know is a formal or
ceremonial act that is
prescribed or customary in
religious use (of course, I
looked
that
up
on
dictionary.com).
In other
words, it’s what those of us in
a particular religious place
such as Neve Shalom agree (or mostly agree) that we
should do for the various moments in our religious life
whether momentous, as in the birth of a child or the
death of a parent or mundane, as in our daily habits
such as eating.
Rites can be pretty intense. If you’ve ever
watched the Midnight Mass at the Vatican as I often
have, you see some really fascinating rituals performed
such as the waving of the incense at the altar or the
movements of the clerics during the ceremony. Even
though it’s not my religion, I am always fascinated by
these formalities and the rituals of those in other
religions as well. Maybe it’s because, ritual and its
practice are an important part of human behavior and
our understanding of it. If we know and can
comprehend the rituals of ourselves and others,
perhaps we can better understand all people and how
we all share so much in common in our existence.
For me, growing up in a Jewish community meant
that we did certain things at specific times and I always
looked forward to those rituals, especially the ones
that only came once a year as in the case of our
chaggim. But why did I savor those moments? I think
it’s because they gave me comfort when they occurred
and hope that I would experience them again someday
when the next time came around to partake in them.
There is always such much uncertainty in life but the
things that we know that are certain are the rituals
that we perform when we know it is time again to do
so.
The ritual life of our synagogue is among the most
important reasons why we choose to be a part of this
institution. Connecting with our fellow congregants
through ritual helps to bind us together and make us
the one community that we aspire to be. So, it is
always important for us to safeguard those rituals that
enable us to feel this way.
As your new Vice-President of Ritual, I urge you to
reach out to me to discuss your thoughts and feelings
about ritual matters at Neve Shalom. Your concerns
and hopes matter to me so please tell me what’s on
your mind. We will strive to continue to build and
grow Neve Shalom to meet the ritual needs of our
members in every way that is possible!
Email me at: bruce.levin@usa.net
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Updates in Education

By Judy Slutzky, Vice President, Education

O

ur newly formed Neve Shalom Education Committee chaired by Jackie Danziger met in July and August. The members
of the committee are both parents from our two schools in addition to congregants. This committee will serve as the
policy and supervisory body of the schools and education at large. We are investigating exciting methods to engage our
families in the ritual life of our temple. At the first two meetings, everyone heard about the enhancements that were made by the two school
directors. The members provided some suggestions which will be incorporated. We also have the Religious School Parent committee chaired by
Jackie Alter and Lilly Shamam. Our newly named Neve Shalom Early Childhood Center (Nursery School) committee will have Joanna Koster and
Liz London as the chairs. Each committee is meeting monthly. Please check the synagogue’s calendar for the dates. If you are interested in
becoming involved in our schools, please join us.
During the summer, we worked on making a children’s section of the library. The younger students will have a library time in their schedule
and have the opportunity to take out books dealing with Jewish content.

Early Childhood Center News

Religious School News

By Marilyn Beutel, Director

By Miriam Dobin, Religious School Program Director

W

W

elcome back to school to our
Nursery School families! This is my
first entry into the Neve Shalom Bulletin,
one of many “firsts” I’ve had this summer
here at Neve Shalom. After joining the
school as Director, it was clear that this community is quite special. I
am so lucky to have inherited a quality nursery program with skillful
and talented teachers and such supportive parents. Thank you all for
welcoming me with open arms.
Our summer was busy with an active camp and the planning of
some new and exciting enhancements to our regular school program.
The most obvious is our new name, Neve Shalom Early Childhood
Center (ECC), which fully describes our focus on all early learners,
from Baby Music Class to Kindergarten Enrichment. Our “Terrific
Two’s” and “Busy Bee 3s” will now have an option to extend their day
by an hour and attend special afterschool classes – Cooking, Art, Book
Club and Yoga, all taught by our gifted teachers. Our “Pre-K
Explorers” have the opportunity to join an after- school enrichment
class taught by our own Kindergarten teacher. For the outside
community as well, we are offering an afternoon Kindergarten
Enrichment Program. And be sure to look at our spruced up
classrooms and materials. As you can see, it was a very productive
summer!
We will be continuing our “Baby Music and Me” sing along on
Friday mornings from 9:15 am to 9:45 am. This class is open to the
community and free of charge. It’s a wonderful hour of singing,
movement and meeting other parents. We are currently enrolling for
the fall term of our “Parent and Me” class on Monday mornings from
9:15 am to 10:15 am. This class is offered to children 12 months to
two years old and their parent or caregiver.
The New Year observances are occurring several weeks after the
start of the school year. As in years past, Nursery families are invited
to join us for our Nursery School Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur
Family services. More information to follow.
We are always looking to welcome new families to our Early
Childhood Center. If you or someone you know would like more
information about any of our programs, please contact me, Marilyn
Beutel, at nurseryschool@neveshalom.net or 732-548-2238, ext 17.
Here’s to an exciting and enriching new school year for all of our
families at Neve Shalom Early Childhood Center!

elcome back from what hopefully
has been a relaxing and enjoyable
summer. As we gear up for the new school
year, here are some family centered
activities to begin our journey together:
October 6 – Family Apple Picking Trip to
Giamarese Farm; October 20 – Breakfast in
the Sukkah. Our Religious School and
Hebrew High students along with their
families are invited to enjoy breakfast in the sukkah before classes
begin.
I would like to share something special that I observed over the
summer. My husband and I went with a Jewish tour group to Italy
and spent 12 magnificent days exploring the country. Aside for the
beauty of the landscape, our focus was on the past and present
Jewish communities. Our history and culture is timeless and beautiful. The synagogues are exquisite and the Jews are proud. Our
Hebrew language could be heard constantly throughout the streets;
so many Israelis were on vacation and many own shops and
restaurants in Italy. We met Jewish students from Russia, Argentina
and New Jersey!
My goal for the Religious School is the same as yours; to instill in
our children the knowledge and wisdom of our people, our religion,
history, language and deep pride in who they are as Jews, and carry
this mantle with them throughout their lives.
Looking forward to a great school year. Shana tova, a happy
and healthy New Year to all!

Please remember Neve
Shalom with a gift in your
will, trust, retirement
account or life insurance
policy.
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Fun with Finance

By Steven Schneider, Treasurer

The Finance Committee is excited to tackle the challenges and opportunities our community
is facing. We have met multiple times over the summer and have identified the following
priorities for this year:

 Develop a Financial Management System – We will create budgets

 Strengthen our Budgeting Process – We are planning to convert

with context that are designed around Board identified priorities.
Over the next couple of months, we will develop clear and concise
financial statements including profit and loss statements and
balance sheets. These will be shared with the Board every month
and with the Congregation

the annual budget to monthly budgets (i.e., project revenues and
expenses on a monthly versus an annual basis) and provide those
budgets to those accountable to each budget. Those committees
will be responsible for managing those budgets. Being able to look
at our budgets monthly (and more frequently) will better able the
Board to evaluate our financial health and make decisions in ‘real
time’. This will also allow us to be even more diligent with our
process to have the most accurate budgets for coming years.

 Create a Financial Communications Plan – At every Board
meeting, the budgets will be shared and will include the Budget
YTD (year to date), Actual YTD, and Last Year Actual YTD.
Additionally, we will share our financial models and expectations
on a regular basis with the entire congregation.

Overall, making sure that everyone understands our financial condition is the goal. If you have any questions or would like to discuss our
financial health in more detail, please reach out to me at
steven.schneider68@gmail.com or 732-261-3677.

 Develop a 5-year Financial Projection – This will give us an idea of
where our expenses and revenues are in good shape or where
they are deficient. Knowing this will allow the Board to make the
financial decisions necessary to get us to financial sustainability
quickly and for the long term.

For Selichot Viewing: “Bombshell”
By Hazzan Sheldon Levin

A

fter the Selichot service on Saturday, September 21 at 8:00 pm,
we will be showing a new documentary. The film, “Bombshell:
The Hedy Lamarr Story” was shown at the Tribeca Film Festival and is
a fascinating story.
Hedy Lamarr was a Hollywood movie star who was hailed as
the most beautiful and glamorous in the world. However, that was
only the surface that tragically obscured her astounding true talents.
Foremost of them was her inventive genius that a world blinded by
her beauty could not recognize as far back as her youth in Austria
with her homemade gadgets. This film explores Lamarr's life which
included escaping a loveless marriage on the eve of Nazi Germany's
conquest of her nation to a new career in Hollywood. However, her
intellectual contributions were denied their due even when she
offered them in the service of her new home during World War II.
Only after years of career and personal decline in her troubled life
would Lamarr learn that her staggering aptitude created brilliant
engineering concepts that revolutionized telecommunications, which
forced the world to realize the hidden abilities of a woman it had so
unfairly underestimated.
There are feminist questions; can a woman be beautiful and
brilliant? If one focuses on beauty and stardom are there things that
she gives up and costs that she ends up paying? She was born into a
Jewish family in Austria prior to the Holocaust. Could religion have
played a more important part to her life and what did she lose by not

practicing Judaism?
There are many questions
about choices she made, that
perhaps, if she had lived her life
differently, she might have been
more fulfilled and happier.
The film is in English. It
runs 88 minutes and contains
brief scenes of nudity. There is
no
admission
fee
and
refreshments will be served.
We encourage everyone to
join for the short Selichot
service
at
8:00
pm,
refreshments and film starting at 9:00 pm and the discussion afterwards
to help us focus our thoughts for the coming holy days and setting our
own priorities for the new Jewish year.
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Men’s Club Minute

From Our Rabbi….Eric Rosin

(continued from page 1)

perspectives on our tradition from feminist, transgender,
disability and other lenses.
Each presentation was different and fascinating in its own
way, and each helped to build a more detailed and
constructive understanding of what it means to inclusive. One
of the presenters, Rabbi Jay Michaelson, explained that the
first question raised by Jewish feminism was how to include
women in the practice and leadership of the organized Jewish
world. Nowadays, feminism is asking the more interesting
question of now that woman are more fully integrated into the
Jewish world (even though there is still room for a great deal
more progress) how has their inclusion changed how all of us
experience what it means to be Jewish? Inclusion doesn’t just
mean inviting others to share our experiences. It also means
paying attention to how these new voices change the
conversation.
I am very excited about the creativity and evolution of so
many of the programs and practices that we will all experience
at Neve Shalom over the year to come. There is a group of
congregants crafting a new Friday night experience using our
traditional liturgy but seeking a more participatory atmosphere
with more communal singing. A small group of members have
initiated a group that we are calling Gesher (the Hebrew word
for “Bridge”) and they will convene a large, multicultural
discussion about how people from different faith and
geographic communities have experienced immigration to the
United States in different ways. The Education Committee will
be broadening its format to welcome in a multiplicity of voices
from the different demographics represented in our
membership. Our alternative (Searching for Meaning) service
and our Minyan Shalem continue to evolve as do our
observances of Simchat Torah and Purim. And once again, our
monthly Community Dinners will provide us with a regular
opportunity to encounter members from every demographic
and interest group in the shul. Finally, our Planning Initiative is
completely constructed on a scaffolding of discussions. It has
already evolved from its original shape based on the
contributions
And each of these exciting opportunities has arisen out of
a different conversation.
Saying that our community represents our ongoing
conversation about Judaism in the twenty-first century seems
like a fitting metaphor for an institution composed of so many
passionate and expressive individuals. It also captures the
dynamic process through which we are changing and growing
and adapting to the needs of our community. The metric of
our success will be how large and energetic our conversation
can become. The most interesting phenomenon will be the
experience of watching how even a single voice will be able to
shape how the rest of us understand what our Judaism means
at this moment and in this season. I can’t wait to see where
this takes us.

By Lawrence Dombrow, Men’s Club President

A

pologies to all of you who were expecting to read a
brilliantly written article this month by the Men’s Club
President, full of well-researched history and delicious
recipes. But Chef Lon has moved on, and I have to admit that
the current Men’s Club President cannot cook and I am not going
to even try to pretend that I can offer any good recipes. What I
can say is that I look forward to getting to know the Men’s Club
members better, and I hope that those who have not been active
in the Men’s Club will consider taking advantage of what we
have to offer. The Men’s Club’s is involved in nearly every aspect
of life at Neve Shalom, as well as regionally and internationally. I
want to emphasize that we have revised our bylaws for this year
to make our regular monthly meetings general membership
meetings.
All members are invited and encouraged to
participate, and every voice is important. Our meetings are
usually held the first Thursday of each month at 7:30 pm, barring
a conflict. Our first regular meeting will be September 5.
We will be taking the lead on setting up and breaking down
the chairs and sukkah for the High Holidays and Sukkot. The
schedule is:
 Sunday, September 29 at 8:00 am - set up the chairs and
switching the books to prepare for the High Holidays
 Sunday, October 13 at 8:00 am - break down the chairs and
change the books back and set up the sukkah
 Sunday, October 27 - break down the sukkah
Please join us if you are able; the more the merrier and the
faster and more pleasant the work will be.
We also have our start of the year barbeque, in connection
with the first day of Hebrew School on Sunday, September 8 at
11:30 am as well as an off-site meet and greet, very graciously
hosted by Steve and Jackie Alter, at 5:00 pm on Sunday,
September 22.
A little further down the line, look out for more information
regarding our annual sukkah event, this year to be held on
Thursday, October 17.
I want to thank the remainder of the incoming officers –
Dan Hirsch, Marc Sessler and Steve Alter. And a special thanks
to Lon Dobbs for his leadership over the last two years, as well as
the outgoing officers, Keith Boxer and Bruce Levin.

N

eve Shalom continues to support the efforts of Jewish
Family Service of Middlesex County to help the needy
by collecting food for the Kosher Food Pantry. Food donations
may be left at the synagogue in the closet near the stairs next to
the stage. USY will be collecting a different item each month to
be donated. Please watch Neve Now! for more information.
Thank you for supporting these efforts!
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Dream Weavers
in the Neve Shalom Loom Room
No Age Discrimination Here!

David Dreyfus wove a challah cover and involved
his 3 ½-year-old son Ari in the project. Ari attends
Neve Shalom Nursery School and came into the
Loom Room to help his dad weave. It was a
memorable and joyful experience for both of them!
According to David, “Working on the loom is a
treat! With no knowledge of weaving, the Loom
Room volunteer had me working the loom in
minutes. It was fun and satisfying working on a
soon to be challah cover. Best of all, I was able to
share the joy of this work with my youngest child
Ari who helped me for a while on the loom. I highly
encourage you to give it a try and create a piece of
Judaica for you and your family.”
————
Have your own “priceless” experience by
weaving a tallit, challah cover, tallit bag, matzoh
cover, afikomen bag or even a chuppah! Make an
heirloom for yourself, for or with someone special.
Have your own “priceless” experience by
weaving a tallit, challah cover, tallit bag, matzoh
cover, afikomen bag or even a chuppah! Make an
heirloom for yourself, with or for someone special.
Give it a try!! YOU can do it!! Are you and
your friends all invited to the same affair? Why not
get together on a gift and weave a tallit or even a
wedding chuppah? What a beautiful joint gift from
all of you. A gift that would be treasured for years
to come.
For more information and to schedule your
time on the loom, contact: Cory Schneider at
717-574-1807 or corstan65@gmail.com
or
Jennifer
Bullock at
732-906-8565 or
rnjbullock@aol.com.
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Write on for Israel

By Sarah Schildkraut

T

his past February I went to Israel for a week with “Write on
for Israel”, a competitive two-year leadership training and
Israel engagement program for high school students
sponsored by the Jewish Week. In this program, we
learned about current events related to Israel and the Middle East
and how to navigate complicated conversations about Israel,
especially on college campuses.
The purpose of this trip was to hear the different narratives of
Israel. Often, it’s only painted as being between Jewish Israelis and
Palestinians, but it’s so much more complex.
Throughout the week, we participated in diverse activities
ranging from meeting with top journalists and authors, an IDF
commander, a Druze family, a Palestinian activist, a Supreme Court
justice, government officials, and Israeli Jewish and Arab teenagers.
These experiences presented us with a wide spread of opinions from
various groups of people. Several people we spoke to had views that
supported Israel, but also challenged parts of it, and were supportive
of working towards a peaceful solution.
Our group visited a Druze family who graciously invited us into
their home to talk about their experiences. The Druze have always
been very loyal to Israel, and the passing of the Nation State Law in
May 2018 (with national rights belonging uniquely to Jewish people)
made the community feel as if they were being alienated. One of the
daughters, Rana, says that she is “a minority within a minority within
a minority within a minority.” She feels like they’re being forgotten.
Later that day, we stood on top of a hill, less than a mile from
Syria. The only thing in between us was an expansive grassy field and
a fence. But I felt safe nonetheless. Yaakov, an IDF captain with us
that day, pointed out two towns on the border. He told us that up
until six months before, one of those villages was occupied by Daesh
(ISIS), the other by Al Qaeda. You used to be able to see rockets
flying from one town to the other in the very spot where we were
standing.
I found that the time we spent in Judea and Samaria was the
most surprising. Despite all the stories I’ve heard, we sailed through
the checkpoint and into what had always been described as a
warzone. It was a nice day, and the sun shone on the beautiful green
valleys where Rachel had walked thousands of years before. Perhaps
the most chilling thing about it was as we drove past a bus station,
our guide told us that it was where the three boys – Eyal, Gilad, and
Naftali – had been kidnapped nearly five years ago. Also chilling – if
possible – was driving right past the spot where my friend’s cousin,
Ezra, was killed just a few years ago while on a gap year in Israel. It
was weird to drive right past places where terrorists had acted out of
hate, and even weirder that I still felt completely safe. Later when we
were taking a small hike near a settlement, I again felt completely
safe, as if doing something as simple as that in a place like this was
ordinary. We walked past a few women and their children, and I
exchanged a “salaam alekum” with them, never feeling any sense of
hatred, fear, or animosity that the media so often portrays. That
doesn’t mean that there is never any fear of hatred in that area on
the west bank of the Jordan River. All communities are faced with
conflicts of various types.

Another amazing experience was meeting with Israeli Arab
teens from Baqa Al-Gharbiye, an Arab city which is northwest of
Netanya, sitting right on the edge of the Green Line, separated from
Baqa Al-Sharquiya, which was once a part of the same city. We met
with four girls around my age, Salam, Suma, Tasneem, and Afnan.
They all go to school or are pursuing careers. Afnan listens to hip
hop. Tasneem’s favorite ice cream flavor is caramel and she likes Zac
Efron. Suma likes to go to the gym and finds school boring. Things
that my friends and I do and can relate to.
We also went to one of the Arab elementary schools where we
spoke to some of the teachers and met some of the younger
students, who prepared a small presentation in English to welcome
us. Everyone I met in Baqa was amazing, however, I really bonded
with Tasneem. I’m still in contact with her. We don’t speak as often
as I’d like, since we’re both busy, but I wonder how her job in the
pharmacy in the Jewish city is. I wonder if people are treating her
differently because she chooses to wear a hijab. I wonder if she’s
going to college yet to pursue studying diplomacy and law.
As Tasneem and I pursue our plans in life, we remain hopeful
for a peaceful future where everyone can coexist peacefully, and
where we can share our customs and cultures. After all, we are people with similar hopes, even if some of our beliefs may differ.
Despite its complexities with many diverse communities, it’s all
Israel, our home. Thank you to the Suzy Schwartz Committee for
helping make my trip possible.
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We Gratefully Acknowledge
and thank the following generous contributors to our funds:
Chumash Fund
In Memory of....................................... From
Ruth Wineberg ........................................ Larry Wineberg

Hazzan Levin, for his 20 years
at Neve Shalom....................................... Martin and Judith Slutzky
In Memory of ....................................... From
Anne Hodes ............................................ Frances Schonberger
Chaya Verbitsky-Vainer .......................... David Verbitsky
David Robinson ...................................... Fredda Robinson
Renee Mae Bodne Colby ........................ Stephan Gross and Judith Harrison
Shmuel ben David vi Xaya ....................... David Verbitsky

Community Kiddush Fund
In Honor of .......................................... From
Andrea Colby, on becoming
our new president .................................. Martin and Judith Slutzky
Debbie Schildkraut, on your
successful presidency ............................. Martin and Judith Slutzky
Judy Slutzky............................................. Flora Cowen
Martha Mack .......................................... Sandra Fields
Martha Mack .......................................... Lawrence Dombrow
Martha Mack .......................................... Peter and Carol Hacker
Martha Mack, congratulations on
your retirement! ..................................... Benjamin and Gladys Leibowitz
Martha Mack, on your retirement .......... Martin and Judith Slutzky
My birthday ............................................ Marlene Fineman
Neve Shalom ........................................... Leonard and Arlene Smith
Neve Shalom ........................................... Susan and Malvin Keller
Neve Shalom ........................................... William and Rosa Heinbach
In Memory of....................................... From
Benjamin Goldfarb .................................. Dr. Sandra Moss
Frieda Gelber .......................................... Morris Gelber
Miriam Rockmore ................................... Florence Levine
Sadie Gelber............................................ Morris Gelber
Yetta Gelber ............................................ Rosalie Green

Israel & Shirley Segal Memorial Lecture Fund
In Honor of .......................................... From
Neve Shalom........................................... S. G. Marchand

Deborah Anes Memorial Youth Fund
In Honor of .......................................... From
Susan and Eric Goldman, on
Rhyan's engagement............................... Jonathan Greenberg and Stacey Sern
In Memory of....................................... From
Alan Carlin............................................... Amy Carlin
Alan Carlin............................................... Eileen Levin
Alan Carlin............................................... Fay Meltzer
Alan Carlin............................................... Harriet Goodman
Alan Carlin............................................... Ira and Jane Carlin
Alan Carlin............................................... Jonathan Greenberg and Stacey Sern
Alan Carlin............................................... Nancy Carlin
Alan Carlin............................................... Wayne Carlin
Cantor Royal Rockman ............................ Bruce Greenberg and Deborah Berman
Don & Ruth Kahn Book & Author Fund
In Honor of .......................................... From
Debbie Schildkraut on a job well done.... Iris Berman
In Memory Of ...................................... From
Donald Thomas Solomon,
father and grandfather ........................... The Solomon Family
Gladys Berlowitz ..................................... Stanley and Gail Slobodien
Miriam Rockmore ................................... Albert and Helene Epstein
Miriam Rockmore ................................... Stanley and Gail Slobodien
Friends of Neve Shalom Nursery School Fund
In Honor of .......................................... From
Martha Mack .......................................... Susan and Malvin Keller
Martha Mack .......................................... Benjamin and Gladys Leibowitz
In Memory of....................................... From
Cantor Royal Rockman ............................ Sadie and Sharon Barth
Millicent Rabinowitz ............................... Peter and Carol Hacker
Myles Goldberg ....................................... The Barth Family
Myles Goldberg ....................................... Stephan Gross and Judith Harrison
Gershon Robinson Music & Art/Turtletaub Music Library Fund
In Honor of .......................................... From
Chai Celebration ..................................... David Verbitsky
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Ner Tamid/General Fund
In Honor of .......................................... From
Neve Shalom........................................... Murray Simon
Alan Stern and Judy Sherman ................. Lawrence Dombrow
Neve Shalom........................................... Joel and Sondra Caplan
Neve Shalom........................................... William and Rosa Heinbach
In Memory of ....................................... From
Arthur Greenberg ................................... Stanley and Marilyn Loewenthal
Benjamin Welner .................................... Abe and Arlene Podelsky
Bernice Greenhouse ............................... Stephan and Beverly Perry
David Hodes............................................ Frances Schonberger
Elka and Hirsch Zibman........................... Rena and David Kallman
Emanuel Sachs ........................................ Stephan and Beverly Perry
Estelle Lampf .......................................... Mark and Shelley Lampf
Esther Greenhouse ................................. Stephan and Beverly Perry
Evelyn Anderson ..................................... Murray Simon
Gertrude Solomon .................................. Warren and Harriet Lorch
Harry Glass ............................................. Audrey Napchen
Harry Glass ............................................. Francine Glass
Harvey Dultz ........................................... Davene, Ellen, and Nancy Dultz
Irving L. Spiegel ....................................... Judith Spiegel
Jack Dultz ................................................ Davene, Ellen, and Nancy Dultz
Lee Welner ............................................. Abe and Arlene Podelsky
Leo Loewenthal ...................................... Stanley and Marilyn Loewenthal
Leo Slobodien ......................................... Stanley and Gail Slobodien
Leonard Schreiber .................................. Philip Schreiber
Marvin Solomon ..................................... Robert and Nancy Lipschutz
Marilyn Buetel, good luck as
the Early Childhood Center Director ....... Martin and Judith Slutzky
Mindy Dultz ............................................ Davene, Ellen, and Nancy Dultz
Miriam Dobin, good luck as
the Religious School Director .................. Martin and Judith Slutzky
Miriam Rockmore ................................... Helen Lee
Miriam Rockmore ................................... Bernice Bloom
Morris Greenhouse................................. Stephan and Beverly Perry
Myles Goldberg ...................................... Jonathan Greenberg and Stacey Sern
Myles Goldberg ...................................... Lawrence Dombrow
Nathan Lehrhaupt................................... Judith Spiegel
Neoma Wiener ....................................... Ira and Myra Wiener
Renee Mae Bodne Colby ........................ Cory and Stanley Schneider
Renee Mae Bodne Colby ........................ Jonathan Greenberg and Stacey Sern
Sadie Hinkes ........................................... Stephan and Beverly Perry
Samuel Hodes ......................................... Frances Schonberger
Samuel Levitt .......................................... Herbert Levitt
Sondra Fox .............................................. Alan and Donna Binstein
Yahrzeit................................................... Lawrence Dombrow
Yahrzeit................................................... Emanuel and Betty Leventhal
Yahrzeit................................................... Neil and Joan Emmer
Yahrzeit................................................... Jonathan Greenberg and Stacey Sern
Yahrzeit................................................... Richard and Barbara Helfman
Yetta Gelber ............................................ Edna Sherber
Yetta Gelber ............................................ Stanley and Marilyn Loewenthal
Yetta Gelber ............................................ Stephan Gross and Judith Harrison
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We Gratefully Acknowledge
and thank the following generous contributors to our funds:
Neve Shalom Blood Drive In Memory of Michael Allan Thompson Fund
In Memory of........................................From
Yetta Gelber ........................................... Edward Thompson and Rita Gordon
Prayerbook Fund
In Honor of ..........................................From
Andrea Colby, Neve Shalom's
President ................................................ Phyllis Levy
Neve Shalom .......................................... Ruth Candeub
In Memory of........................................From
Allan Schonberger .................................. Frances Schonberger
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
In Honor of ..........................................From
Bar mitzvah of Johan Kaye ..................... Renie and Frank Glassman
Neve Shalom .......................................... Eugene Kerner
Rabbi Rosin ............................................. Bernard and Gail Kanar
Rabbi Rosin- thank you........................... Joel and Sondra Caplan
Congratulations to our grandson,
Jacob Kaufman on his marriage
to Sarah Graf ......................................... Howard and Marian Kaufman
Joyce and Don Wernik's
70th Anniversary .................................... Charlotte Sheratsky
Rabbi Eric Rosin ...................................... Morris Gelber
In Memory of........................................From
Bessie Wollner........................................ Alma Rubin
Charlotte Tessler .................................... Martin and Marilyn Tessler
Gladyce Oster ......................................... Rhonda Silverman
Karen Kramer ......................................... Elliot Kramer
Leonard Narode ..................................... Howard and Karen Zuckerman
Myrna Olshan ......................................... Irving and Brenda Dessel
Neill Oster .............................................. Rhonda Silverman
Oscar Wilsker ......................................... Gerald and Rhoda Grossman
Samuel Grossman................................... Gerald and Rhoda Grossman
Seymour Kramer .................................... Elliot Kramer
Shirley Korbman ..................................... Michael and Florine Kaplan
Siegfried Weisselberger.......................... Judith and Seymour Tabak
Yahrzeit .................................................. Irwin and Joyce Slurzberg
Yahrzeit .................................................. Rose Kaufman
Yahrzeit .................................................. Seth and Sheri-Rose Rubin
Yetta Gelber ........................................... Larry Wineberg
Yetta Gelber ........................................... Leonard and Arlene Smith
Yetta Gelber .......................................... Rabbi Diane Cohen
Zona Fishkin ........................................... Charlotte Sheratsky
Susy Schwartz Fund
In Honor of ..........................................From
Judy Slutzky, for receiving the
Millie Fishbein Memorial Volunteer
Heart Award ........................................... Martin Slutzky and Family
In Memory of .......................................From
Sara Kaufman ......................................... Seymour and Renee Bromberg
Tikkun Olam Fund
In Honor of ..........................................From
Martha Mack .......................................... Flora Cowen
Tikkun Olam Committee,
thank you for all your help this year. ...... Beatrice Grossman
your 50th wedding anniversary .............. Flora Cowen
In Memory of........................................From
Leo and Judith Kaufman ......................... Flora Cowen
Renee Mae Bodne Colby ........................ Flora Cowen
Yetta Gelber ........................................... Flora Cowen
Yetta Gelber ........................................... Martin and Judith Slutzky
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From Aaron Grubman:
“I always have wanted to ride my bike to
Neve Shalom and so when it was time to do
my mitzvah project I decided to build a bike
rack (pictured, right). It took a long time but
I got to spend lots of quality time with my
dad and we made adjustments like we
painted it white and blue for Israel and the
sides are extra big for scooters and the
middle is extra small for racing bikes. We
also added loops for bikes to be locked up. I
hope lots of people use it and bike to the
synagogue.”

SEPTEMBER 2019

Mitzvah Project Benefits
Neve Shalom’s Bike Riders
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Know someone who needs help?
Don’t Keep It Under Your Hat!
Know someone in need of help during an illness, after
surgery, after the birth of a child, please contact the
Mitzvah Mission.
No Mission Is Impossible!
tikkunolam@neveshalom.net
732-858-1764

HAIMM

MONUMENTS FOR
ALL CEMETERIES

MEMORIAL CENTER
10 MAIN STREET
732-634-8500
WOODBRIDGE, NJ 07095
732-634-1521
800-729-0582
Fax: 732-750-0120

GOLDSTEIN
FUNERAL CHAPEL INC.
We value the dignity and the sanctity of the
Jewish soul and we uphold and maintain
reverence for the Jewish tradition.
Exclusively Jewish Operated
Conveniently Located
Large Chapels
Martin Goldstein, Mgr.
N.J. Lic. 4025
2015 Woodbridge Avenue, Edison
732-777-0032

Commercial Litigation, Collections and Bankruptcy
Nationwide
SAMUEL and JOY GRAFTON

POPPER and GRAFTON - ATTORNEYS AT LAW
225 West 34th Street
Suite 1806
New York, NY 10122-1600
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