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NEVE SHALOM
By Gerald Zelizer

From Our Rabbi….Eric Rosin

T

here is a Hassidic parable found in a
work called “The Degel Machane
Ephraim” in which a king constructs a
palace and surrounds it with a network
of ramparts and moats and even a wall
of fire to prevent the people in the
surrounding countryside from entering
his court. What the passersby do not
know, however, is that each of the
barriers is, in reality, an illusion.
One day, however, a wise person
pauses outside of the palace and thinks
to himself: how is it possible that a
loving and merciful ruler would wish to
hide from his adoring subjects? That
would be like a parent hiding from his
loving children. Pondering this puzzle,
he realizes that that all of the obstacles
between him and the palace can only be
illusions, testing to see how badly the
people want to see their king. Armed
with this insight, the man walks straight
through the walls, over the water and
through the illusion of the fire in order
to address his ruler and express his
adoration and his allegiance.
In this parable the king represents
God and the barriers signify everything
that prevents us from seeing God’s
presence in the world.
Rabbi Alan Lew, may his memory
be for a blessing, wrote a book about
this season of holy days called This is
Real and You are Completely
Unprepared: The Days of Awe as a

Journey of Transformation. In it he
observes that one of Judaism’s most
important
contributions to the world
is the insight that most of our days are
spent fixated on the visible, on our
homes and our belongings and on the
material objects that we need to survive.
Our tradition, however, asserts that
most of those objects are distractions
which obscure the invisible parts of our
lives like love and morality and
spirituality, which are, in reality more
important. Rabbi Lew writes, “It is only
beneath the surface of this world that
the real and unseen drama of our lives
is unfolding. . . .”
That is the work of this season. The
parable above described a palace
surrounded by illusory barriers. Our
High Holy Day prayer books are filled
with images of the Temple and the Gates
of Heaven which opened on Rosh
Hashanah and which will close during
the Ne’ilah service at the end of Yom
Kippur.
All of these beautiful and
complicated images are all reminders of
our yearning to perceive God’s presence
in the world that are so often hidden by
the details and the administrivia of our
everyday lives.
Similarly, the structure of the
sukkah is a reminder that the security
that we take for granted, living and
working inside the walls of our
seemingly
indestructible
buildings

cannot provide
the kind of safety
and security for
which all of us
yearn.
As we
share meals with
friends and loved
ones either at our own sukkot or at the
sukkah at Neve, take a look around you
and remember that relationships with
other people and
rootedness in our
tradition afford a kind of support that can
be even stronger than walls and ceilings
made of timber, brick and concrete.
This year, the month of October
coincides almost completely with our
Holiday season. As we dip deeply into the
metaphors of our prayer book and our
tradition, allow them set your intention
for the year to come. Don’t be too
distracted by the challenges, the
obstacles and the distractions that fill
your everyday life.
Remember, the
important things that are happening are
the ones that you cannot see.
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In Memoriam
Donald Wernik
Our member and husband of
Joyce, father of Susan GrossWernik and brother of Charlotte
Sheratsky

Please remember Neve
Shalom with a gift in your
will, trust, retirement
account or life insurance
policy.

I

am very excited to invite you to an off
-Broadway show, here in Metuchen.
On Sunday, November 10 at 4:00 pm
Neve Shalom will present the musical
“Stars of David” based on a book by
Abigail Pogrebin. She interviewed many
Jewish celebrities and professional
composers and lyricists set some of those
stories to song. Four very talented NJ
Cantors plus me will create over 30
personalities and sing 16 wonderful
songs. The instrumentalists are all
Broadway professionals and we hope
that you can attend and bring many
friends and neighbors, Jewish or not.
There are a number of very funny
songs about people like Norman Lear,
Joan Rivers and Fran Drescher. There are
some moving selections as well, such as a
teen age Ruth Bader (Ginsberg) after the
death of her mother singing that she
cannot be counted in the minyan. I find
the finale, based on the words of Edgar
Bronfman, (a philanthropist and Jewish
leader, who helped revive Hillel chapters
on college campuses), when the entire
company sings about future generations
especially uplifting.
Composers include Tom Kitt, Marvin
Hamlisch, Sheldon Harnick, Maltby &
Shire, Michael Feinstein and others. We

quote the words of these many
celebrities including experiences of antiSemitism, issues in interfaith marriages,
difficult seders and some joyful Jewish
memories as well. For example, Andy
Cohen, a TV host, sings of his bar
mitzvah tutor and later, as a gay man,
finding a Jewish home in the gay Temple
in NY.
It is costly to pay singers and
musicians,
the
rights
to
the
performance and other costs of putting
on a professional show. If you can be a
Patron at $50 per seat, your name will
be listed in the program, and you will
have the best reserved seats. General
Admission is $25. Considering what it
costs to go to NY to see a show, this is a
bargain. You don’t even need to pay for
dinner, parking or the train into the city.
I hope you find the show
entertaining and enlightening. You may
not accept all of these personalities as
being Jewish by halachic standards, but
the music is great and there are many
fascinating stories and issues facing
Jewish celebrities and many American
Jews these days. Come and see “Stars of
David” and afterwards let me know
what you think.

If you would like to include the name of someone who is ill
(including yourself) to be recited for a Mi Sheberach (prayer
for healing) when the Torah is read, please e-mail the Hebrew
(preferred) or English name of that individual to Steve Gross
at stephang@optonline.net. You may also contact the
synagogue office by phone with this information.
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From the Synagogue President

S

hana tova! This October will be a month filled with our
High Holy Days and the joyous festival of Sukkot: a time
for self-reflection, setting intentions for the coming year and
for celebrating the life we have. At Neve Shalom, we have
spent the summer taking stock of where we are and where we
want to go in the coming year and starting to set ourselves up
to move forward. We have a number of areas on which we
will focus this year to strengthen our community:

By Andrea L. Colby

together programs for the High Holy Days. One area we
have just begun to explore is “family education”:
including everyone in Jewish learning, both children and
their families.
 Maintaining and repairing our building: as stated
above, our Planning Initiative team has been diligently
raising funds—at this moment, over $600,000—to make
our building safe and secure. We have convened a
Building Committee, led by Julius Feinson, which is
examining and establishing our priorities, determining
cost and making recommendations to the Board for
expending the capital funds raised. We will keep you
posted as the process unfolds. Peter Hacker, our House
Vice President, has spent the summer assessing and
addressing emergent issues, such as tree removal and the
gym roof repair, and ensuring that our costs are as low as
possible. (See Peter’s article on page 6 of this issue.)

 Our finances: we are paying constant attention to our
finances. Our Treasurer, Steven Schneider, is working
closely with our bookkeeper, Lisa Luzzi, to generate
financial reports for each board meeting and to send
monthly statements to each of our Committee chairs and
Vice Presidents updating them about their year-to-date
expenses and remaining budget. Not only are we
addressing expenditures, our Development Vice
President, Josh Danziger, is working with the
Development Committee to generate revenue. Our
Planning Initiative team, led by Michael Kushner, is
likewise
generating
donations
toward
capital
improvements to our building. We are dedicated to
working to achieve a balanced budget!

Of course, we are grateful to the members of our Board
and to the members of our Executive Committee for the work
they do to keep Neve Shalom going on a day-to-day basis.
Thanks both to those mentioned above and our Financial
Secretary, Ira Grubman and our Recording Secretary, Jeffrey
Schulman, as well as Dan Hirsch and Debbie Schildkraut for
their support and wisdom.

 In-reach and outreach:
Stuart Shlossman, our
Membership Vice President has been working with our
Membership Committee to reach out to potential new
members, follow up with those who have left our
community and make everyone feel welcomed. By now,
every member of our community should have received a
phone call from a member of our Board or Executive
Committee, reaching out to hear how you’re doing and
how we can serve you better. If you received a voicemail,
haven’t yet spoken with anyone live and would like to do
so, please call Rita Devlin in our office at 732-548-2238,
ext. 12 and she will connect you with someone in our
leadership to chat. We are also reaching out to our
broader Jewish community: we have been exploring with
the JCC and Temple Emanu-El ways in which to deepen
our relationships. For example, we will again be working
with the JCC on our Purim carnival in the spring and Rabbi
Rosin, Hazzan Levin and Rabbi Gutterman of Emanu-El
have again put together a Lifelong Learning program for
both of our communities.
 Our educational offerings: Judy Slutzky, our Vice
President of Education and Jacci Danziger, Chair of our
Education Committee worked together over the summer
to team-build with our new Early Childhood Center
Director, Marilyn Beutel and Miriam Dobin, Religious
School Principal. They have many exciting and innovative
approaches to education for our young people. They also
worked with Bruce Levin, our Ritual Vice President, to put
3

Neve Shalom Bulletin

october 2019

Early Childhood Center News

Religious School News
By Miriam Dobin, Religious School Program Director

By Marilyn Beutel, Director

W

O

ur first month of school has been a
time of getting to know each other and
adjusting to new routines and new
classrooms. The summer water play and
beach crafts have made way to learning
centers and nursery curriculum. It’s been a smooth transition for
both children and teachers alike.
As October begins, we are getting ready to observe the High
Holy Days with songs, foods and projects. Parents and family
members of our Early Childhood Center students are invited to join
us for “Pizza in the Hut” on Friday, October 18. We will be eating
lunch and singing songs in the sukkah during the Sukkot holiday.
A wonderful way to expand your child’s home library is to sign
up for “PJ Library”. Each month in the mail you will receive a FREE
children’s book focusing on Jewish holidays, Jewish values and folk
tales. PJ Library is for any Jewish family raising kids from six months
through seven years old. It is a program of the Harold Grinspoon
Foundation sponsored in partnership with the Jewish Federation in
the Heart of New Jersey
Watch for information about our “My Jewish Journey” Class held
seven Sundays throughout the year, from 11:00 am – 12:00 pm. This
fun class is designed specifically for young Jewish families to learn,
interact, and create together. We will explore Jewish holidays and
values through art, music, cooking, storytelling, games, and activities
designed specifically for you and your preschool aged child (2 – 5
years old).
We are currently enrolling for our 2 ½ year old program. If
anyone you know is interested in taking a look at this wonderful first
year
program,
please
have
them
contact
me
at
nurseryschool@neveshalom.net or 732-548-2238, ext 17.
A happy and Healthy New Year to all of you . L’shana tova!

e are off to a great start! The
children are excited to be back
at school and share their
summer adventures with their friends.
Our most recent social get together was
over ice cream here at Neve Shalom. We
were thrilled to greet 28 students with
their
families from Gan/Kindergarten
through Hebrew High. We enjoyed eating
sundaes on a Tuesday and played a fun
game of Limbo and tied for Musical Chairs!
As you walk the halls on a Sunday morning, perhaps you’ve been
hearing the Gan through sixth graders as they sing the tefillot/prayers
and practice the Aleph Bet/Hebrew alphabet. Maybe you’ve been
smelling the delicious aroma coming from the kitchen as our seventh
graders are busy preparing various foods for Rosh Hashanah or for
Sukkot which is around the corner. Our dedicated morot/teachers
are excited to be teaching new topics such as Arim B’Yisrael/ Biblical
cities to the seventh grade, Yahadut/Judaism to the sixth grade,
Historia/ Jewish History to the Third and Fourth grades, and the aleph
bet through crafts to the Gan-second grades.
We look forward to our Religious School Family Apple Picking
Trip on October 6 and to Breakfast in the Sukkah on October 20 for
all Religious School students and their families.

Neve Shalom would like to thank the following people for chanting
Torah during the month of August. T=Teen, JR=Junior
Torah Readers
Jake Bullock .............................. 1
Andrea Colby ............................ 2
Lawrence Dombrow ................. 4
Eric Goldman ............................ 1
Rosalie Green ........................... 3
Bruce Greenberg ...................... 3
Farrah Grubman ....................... T1
Sidney Krane ............................. 1
Rabbi Andrew Pepperstone ...... 1
Aron Richman ........................... 16
Mark Rosenfield ....................... 17
Michele Rosenfield ................... 6
Daniel Rushefsky ...................... 1
Adam Schlitt.............................. 2
Steven Schneider ...................... 1
Jeff Schulman............................ 2

Stacey Sern ............................... 19
Arlene Smith ............................ 2
Barbara Spack .......................... 2
Larry Wineberg ........................ 2
David Yellin............................... 1
Haftarah
Andrea Colby
Cory Schneider
Murray Simon
Barbara Spack
Larry Wineberg
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October Holiday Schedule

Ritual Reality
By Bruce R. Levin, Vice President, Ritual

W

hat do the High Holy
Days mean to you?
What are the rituals that
resonate the most for you?
We would all give
different answers but surely,
we all look forward to sharing
these special days together in
our synagogue, the center of
gathering of our Jewish
community. Seeing so many of our congregants
together to partake in traditions that span generation
after generation is a source of great comfort and pride
in the role that we each play in the vast chain of
existence of the Jewish people.
We worship together as a community and we
share the awe appropriate to the season as we stand
as one people to the chanting of the “Unetanneh
Tokef” and hear the depiction of Judgement Day.
These are moments that can only be fully experienced
as a community and we are so fortunate to be a part
of this familiar and friendly group to witness this and
many other important rituals of these chaggim.
The High Holy Days are a busy time in our building
as well. To help to maintain a level of decorum, we
have a dedicated group of ushers. They are present to
assist our congregants but we also ask you to respect
their requests so that everyone can feel able to fully
participate in the service without disruptions. Please
take and leave your seats quietly and quickly to the
best of your ability and be a full participant in the
service itself. Our clergy and ritual volunteers have
spent much time preparing for our services and we
owe them and ourselves the opportunity to experience
the richness and intensity of this time in our shul.
After the High Holy Days, each year we are
blessed shortly thereafter with the joy of the
celebrations of Sukkot, Shemini Atzeret, and Simchat
Torah. We hope that you return to join with the
community in these festive days as well.
On behalf of the Ritual Committee, I wish you and
your family a shana tova, a healthy and happy new
year filled with peace and prosperity!
As always, if you have any thoughts or concerns
about the ritual life of our synagogue, please send a
message to me at bruce.levin@usa.net.
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Men’s Club Minute

On the House

By Lawrence Dombrow, Men’s Club President

By Peter Hacker, House Vice President

O

n behalf of the Men’s Club, I hope that everyone is excited
as Fall kicks into high gear. For the sports fan, October
means the end of baseball season (although the World Series has
run into November in recent years). This Mets fan wants to
acknowledge that this month marks the 50th anniversary of the
New York Mets’ first World Series Championship, with the
clinching game taking place on October 16, 1969. From the
Jewish perspective, this year the start of the High Holiday season
and the start of the month of October essentially coincide. The
Men’s Club will again be taking the lead in setting up and
breaking down the chairs and sukkah for the High Holidays and
Sukkot.
The schedule is:
 Sunday September 29 at 8:00 am – set up the chairs and
switching the books to prepare for the High Holidays.
 October 13, 2019 at 8:00 am - break down the chairs and
change the books back and set up the Sukkah.
 October 27 - break down the Sukkah
We are also excited to once again be sponsoring our annual
Sukkot event, this year to be held on Thursday October 17. As
always, that event will combine camaraderie, good food
prepared by our culinary crew, led by Keith Boxer, and drinks.
Look out for more publicity and please remember to sign up in
advance to make the planning for the event easier. The more
volunteers the merrier, and the quicker the job gets done.
Please join us.

N

eve Shalom continues to support
the efforts of
Jewish Family
Service of Middlesex County to help
the needy by
collecting food for the
Kosher Food Pantry. Food donations
may be left at the synagogue in the
closet near the stairs next to the stage.
USY will be collecting a different item
each month to be donated. Please
watch Neve Now! for more information.
Thank you for supporting these efforts!

A

s a member of the House committee for the past three years I
now have the privilege to serve our membership as Vice
President. This committee has worked tirelessly on maintaining
the building we all love and take pride in, as well as making policies and
physical improvements to help insure our safety and security.
This committee will be reviewing all aspects of maintaining the
integrity of our building. We will determine what needs to be done and
prioritize the necessary projects and also take care of any emergencies
that occur.
Currently, we are taking care of roof leaks in our ballroom and gym
closet and we are making more security upgrades. In preparation for
our High Holidays our building has been cleaned to make sure we have
a fresh start to the New Year. Many repairs are either in process or have
been completed.
Fire Suppression: our new kitchen fire suppression system has
been installed and approved.
Security: our newly formed Security Team, in coordination with
House Committee, will continue to work with state, county and local
law enforcement to develop security policies and training. They will also
coordinate procedures and future active shooter drills to better prepare
our membership. We are living in very different times and preparedness
is key. In addition, we have expanded our security system to aid our
security team in getting notification to the authorities, if an event
should occur.
I would like to thank Stuart and Nancy Shlossman, Stuart Mantel
and other members of the team for taking the lead on this.
This is an ongoing process and we need all the help we can get. If
you have grant writing experience, have any questions or comments or
would like to join our committee, please drop me a note at
alarmrx3902@gmail.com
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Dream Weavers
in the Neve Shalom Loom Room
EVERYONE!!! Can Weave

Jews of Iran
On Friday, October 18 at the 7:30 pm service,
Lior Sternfeld, a professor at Penn State University
will be our guest speaker. Thanks to Gilbert and
Claudie Hayat we are able to bring high quality
speakers on topics of Jewish interest. The Jews of
Iran in the twentieth century held many important
positions and created successful businesses and
cultural activities prior to Iranian Revolution in
1979.
Many former Persian Jews live in the United
Lior Sternfeld
States, particularly in Los Angeles. They have a long
history of Persian and Iranian experiences. We look
forward to learning of them with Dr. Sternfeld on October 18.
Refreshments will be served and there will be time for questions and
answers. Please invite friends to join us.

Scholar In Residence
For the Rabbi Gerald Zelizer Annual Scholar in
Residence, we are thrilled to bring Dr. Gary
Rendsburg to Neve Shalom. He will speak on
Friday evening November 22 and Shabbat
morning and after lunch on November 23. There
is no charge for his presentations, but we would
appreciate additional benefactors to help pay for
this quality programming.
Gary Rendsburg
Dr. Rendsburg teaches at Rutgers University
and has spoken several times at Neve Shalom.
Everyone has been enthralled by his presentations. His most recent book,
How the Bible Is Written has received critical acclaim throughout the world.
On Friday evening he will speak about the book in general and about the
story of creation. On Shabbat morning he will speak about that week’s
Torah portion “Chayei Sarah.” After lunch, he will present fascinating
thoughts about Jacob and Rachel.
The following were benefactors last year: Amy and Ira Artman,
Jerome Bergman, Richard and Jennifer Bullock, Andrea and Michael
Colby, Flora Cowen, Linda Erdreich, Julius Feinson, Lena Feld, Sandra
Fields, Harold and Robbie Geller, Joy and Sam Grafton, Jonathan
Greenberg and Stacey Sern, Rhoda and Jerry Grossman, Claudie and
Gilbert Hayat, Michael Kesler and Barbara Reed, Gary Matoren, Steven
and Judy Richman, Debbie and Brett Schildkraut, Stanley Schneider, Edna
Sherber, Barbara and Eliot Spack, Lisa and Dan Spiegel. We thank them
for their previous support. We hope many of them will again be
benefactors this year. If you wish to add your name to this year’s list send
a check for Neve Shalom Scholar Fund for $180 per person.
If you are a benefactor, there is no additional fee for other Adult
Education classes this year. We look forward to an amazing weekend of
study and hope that many Neve members and non-members will join us
for this great scholar.
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Fagie (Florence) Levine was not sure she would be
able to weave a tallit. After finishing the weaving
she shared her thoughts:
“I knew I wanted to weave a tallit for my
grandson even though he is only 3 years
old.. To start I was very nervous and
wondered whether I had made a mistake. But
with the help of the Loom Room volunteers, I
persevered. I now have a great feeling of joy
and accomplishment. I'm really happy I
created this heirloom for my family.”
Give it a try!! YOU can do it!! Are you and
your friends all invited to the same affair? Why not
get together on a gift and weave a tallit or even a
wedding chuppah? What a beautiful joint gift from
all of you. A gift that would be treasured for years
to come.
For more information and to schedule your
time on the loom, contact: Cory Schneider at
717-574-1807 or corstan65@gmail.com
or
Jennifer
Bullock at
732-906-8565 or
rnjbullock@aol.com.
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Simchat Torah Honors 5780

I

t is our distinct
pleasure
to
announce the Kallat
Torah for Simchat
Torah will be long
-time
member
Linda Gotlib. Linda
came to Metuchen
from Detroit and
quickly found a
home within walking distance to a great
synagogue – Neve Shalom. She moved in just
after her eldest child’s brit milah, 33 years
ago, and quickly found neighbors and friends
who joined her at services each week. As a
busy working mom of (eventually) three, she
had a lot on her plate. However, Linda
remembers fondly how happy and secure her
children felt with their friends at Neve Shalom
on Shabbat mornings, and as they grew older,
in Hebrew school three times a week. As the
children grew up and headed out to university
and adult life, Linda began to feel the pull to
serve, as she recognized how important
synagogue life had been to her, and to the
happiness and enrichment of her children.
When approached about serving the shul as
Financial Secretary, Linda accepted the role as
a way to give back to the community that had
given her family so much.
At about the same time, Jewish scholars
and laymen alike began to recognize a
creeping knowledge gap in the education of
young community members about the State
of Israel and the important role it plays in not
only Jewish history, but in the world. As a
committed Jew and an ardent supporter of
Israel, Linda joined the nascent Israel
Awareness committee at Neve Shalom.
Linda’s role grew from cheerleader to
Chairperson as she advocated for Israel. In
the process, she innovated Israeli-themed
barbeques and celebrations of Yom
HaAtzmaut, as well as encouraging the return
of Israeli dancing to the shul. Linda pressed
for and created an opportunity for Lone
Soldiers from the IDF to come and speak to
the congregation at Neve Shalom about their
experiences. She shaped an environment that
encouraged discussion about Israeli issues
and recognized the important bond between
Israel and the Jews of the diaspora –
particularly American Jews. Linda served
conscientiously on this committee for more
than eight years.
As Linda’s experience as Financial
Secretary grew, the Nominating committee
recognized her diligence and keen sense of

By Stacey Sern

fiscal responsibility and selected her to be
Treasurer. The role of Treasurer in any
organization is critical, but in a non-profit
under-going a massive shift in both service
delivery and also congregational size, the task
is monumental. Linda gracefully accepted this
role and powered through challenging
situations
with
ethical
and
honest
determination.
During her tenure as
Treasurer, the congregation saw the
culmination of years of work to organize
synagogue finances, sort funds and trace
monies that had years before been borrowed
from a reserve account and not yet repaid. In
fact, one of her last acts as Treasurer was to
secure the Board’s commitment to make
restitution for money borrowed from the
reserves.
Linda also served on the Fundraising
committee for a few years, but it was her
background as an attorney that allowed her to
assist Neve Shalom in more technical ways.
She served with a committee that focused on
contracts at the shul, and on the most recent
committee to review the synagogue
constitution. Additionally, Linda has been part
or the recent discussions with Temple Emanu
-El on how our combined Jewish communities
can move forward effectively in the twentyfirst century.
Please join us in wishing a hearty Mazel
Tov to Linda Gotlib, our Kallat Torah 5780, on
this well-deserved honor!

Stu Shlossman defines
his life as follows: “I’ve
become the son my
mother wanted me to
be”. And, to a great
extent, the current Stu
Shlossman is a direct
product of his growth
and association with
Neve Shalom.
Stu’s early years found him living in New
Jersey, Florida and New York. His childhood
and adolescent years in Millburn exposed him
to USY activities and to minyan attendance.
His enrollment at the U. of Florida-Gainesville
not only yielded a B.S. in public relations/
advertising but, more importantly, a romantic
relationship with a young woman named
Nancy. Nancy had studied nursing at college
and she soon took a nursing position at a
hospital program in New York City where Stu
was working in the advertising field. They
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were married and soon moved across the
river to Woodbridge and shortly thereafter
to Metuchen. They joined Neve Shalom in
1985.
Stu credits their affiliation with their
active chavurah as the catalyst for
stimulating his interest in ”things Jewish”
and in Neve Shalom activities. One
significant role assumed by Stu (and Nancy)
emerged after they were tapped to attend a
cycle of Keruv training offered through the
Men’s Club Region. This experience inspired
them to meet with Rabbi Zelizer to discuss
various avenues of actions and policies to
sensitize our congregants on interfaith
issues. As an extension of their Keruv leadership, Stu and Nancy became regular
“greeters” at Shabbat and holiday services, a
role they continue to serve in to this day.
With Nancy’s election to the
presidency, Stu announced himself as the
Temple’s “First Dude” and committed
himself to be a supportive husband to our
chief executive. For example, he was the
leader of the Rabbinic Transition Team and
when it came time to pay tribute to our
retiring rabbi, Stu chaired the “Zelibration”
Tribute event.
In recent years Stu has dedicated
himself to the establishment of the Safety
Committee, participating in the training of
our staff/team members and conducting
security reviews of our facilities. He has been
a dedicated team member of our High Holiday Searching for Meaning Committee. He
has been a member of the Ritual Committee
and in 2019 he was elected to serve as the
Vice President for Membership.
Stu has also displayed an active sense of
civic responsibility. As a resident of
Metuchen he has assumed leadership roles
on the cable commission, the municipal pool
commission and the Edison/Metuchen Dog
Park.
Stu and Nancy are the proud parents of
Lauren and Jason, both of whom grew up in
Metuchen, attended Rutgers and are
products of Neve Shalom. Still, Stu has no
hesitation in stating that “Neve Shalom is my
family”.
Neve Shalom takes great pride in
honoring Stuart Shlossman as its 5780
Chatan Torah.
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Adult Education Classes

W

e are working to coordinate our Adult
Education classes with Temple
Emanu-el’s programs as we did last year. All
Neve Shalom members who pay for Adult
Education classes at our shul can take their
classes at no additional cost and vice versa.
We are pleased to announce the following
classes:
Beyond Disputes
Taught by Rabbi Rosin
Sundays at 10:00 am beginning October 27
Using materials designed by the faculty of the
Jewish Theological Seminary, Rabbi Rosin will
lead this exploration of the tensions and
competing values that have governed Jewish
life throughout our history. Classes will include
short video presentations by members of the
JTS faculty and each participant will receive a
curated binder of readings and materials.
Topics of the individual classes will include:
“Can Jewish law be changed?”, “Is our
relationship with God based on law or love?”,
“Teaching about Israel”, and “Thinking more
inclusively about Jewish continuity” among
others. Ultimately, the goal of the class is to
use the central controversies and disputes of
our tradition to learn how to better listen to
those with whom we disagree during these
very contentious times. There will be a $5.00
fee for the materials.
What Is Jewish Music?
Taught by Hazzan Levin
Thursdays at 11:00 am beginning October 31
In cooperation of the Milken Archives and the
UCLA Herb Albert School of Music, we will be
one of the first communities piloting this
professionally designed, new curriculum. We
will include recordings, videos and discussion
on the following topics:



Oct 31: What Makes Music Jewish?
Nov 7: The Art of Prayer
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Nov 14: Bloch and Bernstein; Jewish Identity
in Music
Nov 21: Organ or Guitar: How Instruments
shaped Jewish Music
Dec 5: Women’s Contributions to Jewish
Music
Dec 12: New Jewish Music Movements

Talmud
Taught by Stephan Gross
Alternate Thursdays at 7:30 beginning October
30 at Steve’s home
All classes will be taught in English. No Hebrew
knowledge is required.
Hebrew Prayer Fluency
Taught by Bruce Greenberg
Monday evenings at 7:00 pm starting October 28
This class is for people who know the Hebrew
letters but have trouble reading prayers at the
speed they are sung at services.
Beginner’s Hebrew
Taught by with Michele Rosenfield
Online. Available at your convenience
For those who would like to learn or review
Hebrew letters, vowels and putting together
Hebrew words. This course is taught online,
students can log in and do their work at a time
and pace that is convenient for them. Michele
would be serving as teacher/monitor/facilitator
from her home. The platform and materials are
donated by Shalom Learning. We are grateful for
their contribution.
Other classes will soon be announced. Watch for
the Adult Education brochure which will be
available on Yom Kippur.
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We Gratefully Acknowledge
and thank the following generous contributors to our funds:
Chumash Fund
In Memory of....................................... From
Ruth Wineberg ........................................ Larry Wineberg

Hazzan Levin, for his 20 years
at Neve Shalom....................................... Martin and Judith Slutzky
In Memory of ....................................... From
Anne Hodes ............................................ Frances Schonberger
Chaya Verbitsky-Vainer .......................... David Verbitsky
David Robinson ...................................... Fredda Robinson
Renee Mae Bodne Colby ........................ Stephan Gross and Judith Harrison
Shmuel ben David vi Xaya ....................... David Verbitsky

Community Kiddush Fund
In Honor of .......................................... From
Andrea Colby, on becoming
our new president .................................. Martin and Judith Slutzky
Debbie Schildkraut, on your
successful presidency ............................. Martin and Judith Slutzky
Judy Slutzky............................................. Flora Cowen
Martha Mack .......................................... Sandra Fields
Martha Mack .......................................... Lawrence Dombrow
Martha Mack .......................................... Peter and Carol Hacker
Martha Mack, congratulations on
your retirement! ..................................... Benjamin and Gladys Leibowitz
Martha Mack, on your retirement .......... Martin and Judith Slutzky
My birthday ............................................ Marlene Fineman
Neve Shalom ........................................... Leonard and Arlene Smith
Neve Shalom ........................................... Susan and Malvin Keller
Neve Shalom ........................................... William and Rosa Heinbach
In Memory of....................................... From
Benjamin Goldfarb .................................. Dr. Sandra Moss
Frieda Gelber .......................................... Morris Gelber
Miriam Rockmore ................................... Florence Levine
Sadie Gelber............................................ Morris Gelber
Yetta Gelber ............................................ Rosalie Green

Israel & Shirley Segal Memorial Lecture Fund
In Honor of .......................................... From
Neve Shalom........................................... S. G. Marchand

Deborah Anes Memorial Youth Fund
In Honor of .......................................... From
Susan and Eric Goldman, on
Rhyan's engagement............................... Jonathan Greenberg and Stacey Sern
In Memory of....................................... From
Alan Carlin............................................... Amy Carlin
Alan Carlin............................................... Eileen Levin
Alan Carlin............................................... Fay Meltzer
Alan Carlin............................................... Harriet Goodman
Alan Carlin............................................... Ira and Jane Carlin
Alan Carlin............................................... Jonathan Greenberg and Stacey Sern
Alan Carlin............................................... Nancy Carlin
Alan Carlin............................................... Wayne Carlin
Cantor Royal Rockman ............................ Bruce Greenberg and Deborah Berman
Don & Ruth Kahn Book & Author Fund
In Honor of .......................................... From
Debbie Schildkraut on a job well done.... Iris Berman
In Memory Of ...................................... From
Donald Thomas Solomon,
father and grandfather ........................... The Solomon Family
Gladys Berlowitz ..................................... Stanley and Gail Slobodien
Miriam Rockmore ................................... Albert and Helene Epstein
Miriam Rockmore ................................... Stanley and Gail Slobodien
Friends of Neve Shalom Nursery School Fund
In Honor of .......................................... From
Martha Mack .......................................... Susan and Malvin Keller
Martha Mack .......................................... Benjamin and Gladys Leibowitz
In Memory of....................................... From
Cantor Royal Rockman ............................ Sadie and Sharon Barth
Millicent Rabinowitz ............................... Peter and Carol Hacker
Myles Goldberg ....................................... The Barth Family
Myles Goldberg ....................................... Stephan Gross and Judith Harrison
Gershon Robinson Music & Art/Turtletaub Music Library Fund
In Honor of .......................................... From
Chai Celebration ..................................... David Verbitsky
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Ner Tamid/General Fund
In Honor of .......................................... From
Neve Shalom........................................... Murray Simon
Alan Stern and Judy Sherman ................. Lawrence Dombrow
Neve Shalom........................................... Joel and Sondra Caplan
Neve Shalom........................................... William and Rosa Heinbach
Marilyn Buetel, good luck as
the Early Childhood Center Director ....... Martin and Judith Slutzky
Miriam Dobin, good luck as
the Religious School Director .................. Martin and Judith Slutzky
In Memory of ....................................... From
Arthur Greenberg ................................... Stanley and Marilyn Loewenthal
Benjamin Welner .................................... Abe and Arlene Podelsky
Bernice Greenhouse ............................... Stephan and Beverly Perry
David Hodes............................................ Frances Schonberger
Elka and Hirsch Zibman........................... Rena and David Kallman
Emanuel Sachs ........................................ Stephan and Beverly Perry
Estelle Lampf .......................................... Mark and Shelley Lampf
Esther Greenhouse ................................. Stephan and Beverly Perry
Evelyn Anderson ..................................... Murray Simon
Gertrude Solomon .................................. Warren and Harriet Lorch
Harry Glass ............................................. Audrey Napchen
Harry Glass ............................................. Francine Glass
Harvey Dultz ........................................... Davene, Ellen, and Nancy Dultz
Irving L. Spiegel ....................................... Judith Spiegel
Jack Dultz ................................................ Davene, Ellen, and Nancy Dultz
Lee Welner ............................................. Abe and Arlene Podelsky
Leo Loewenthal ...................................... Stanley and Marilyn Loewenthal
Leo Slobodien ......................................... Stanley and Gail Slobodien
Leonard Schreiber .................................. Philip Schreiber
Marvin Solomon ..................................... Robert and Nancy Lipschutz
Mindy Dultz ............................................ Davene, Ellen, and Nancy Dultz
Miriam Rockmore ................................... Helen Lee
Miriam Rockmore ................................... Bernice Bloom
Morris Greenhouse................................. Stephan and Beverly Perry
Myles Goldberg ...................................... Jonathan Greenberg and Stacey Sern
Myles Goldberg ...................................... Lawrence Dombrow
Nathan Lehrhaupt................................... Judith Spiegel
Neoma Wiener ....................................... Ira and Myra Wiener
Renee Mae Bodne Colby ........................ Cory and Stanley Schneider
Renee Mae Bodne Colby ........................ Jonathan Greenberg and Stacey Sern
Sadie Hinkes ........................................... Stephan and Beverly Perry
Samuel Hodes ......................................... Frances Schonberger
Samuel Levitt .......................................... Herbert Levitt
Sondra Fox .............................................. Alan and Donna Binstein
Yahrzeit................................................... Lawrence Dombrow
Yahrzeit................................................... Emanuel and Betty Leventhal
Yahrzeit................................................... Neil and Joan Emmer
Yahrzeit................................................... Jonathan Greenberg and Stacey Sern
Yahrzeit................................................... Richard and Barbara Helfman
Yetta Gelber ............................................ Edna Sherber
Yetta Gelber ............................................ Stanley and Marilyn Loewenthal
Yetta Gelber ............................................ Stephan Gross and Judith Harrison
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We Gratefully Acknowledge
and thank the following generous contributors to our funds:
Neve Shalom Blood Drive In Memory of Michael Allan Thompson Fund
In Memory of........................................From
Yetta Gelber ........................................... Edward Thompson and Rita Gordon
Prayerbook Fund
In Honor of ..........................................From
Andrea Colby, Neve Shalom's
President ................................................ Phyllis Levy
Neve Shalom .......................................... Ruth Candeub
In Memory of........................................From
Allan Schonberger .................................. Frances Schonberger
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
In Honor of ..........................................From
Bar mitzvah of Johan Kaye ..................... Renie and Frank Glassman
Neve Shalom .......................................... Eugene Kerner
Rabbi Rosin ............................................. Bernard and Gail Kanar
Rabbi Rosin, thank you ........................... Joel and Sondra Caplan
Congratulations to our grandson,
Jacob Kaufman on his marriage
to Sarah Graf ......................................... Howard and Marian Kaufman
Joyce and Don Wernik's
70th Anniversary .................................... Charlotte Sheratsky
Rabbi Eric Rosin ...................................... Morris Gelber
In Memory of........................................From
Bessie Wollner........................................ Alma Rubin
Charlotte Tessler .................................... Martin and Marilyn Tessler
Gladyce Oster ......................................... Rhonda Silverman
Karen Kramer ......................................... Elliot Kramer
Leonard Narode ..................................... Howard and Karen Zuckerman
Myrna Olshan ......................................... Irving and Brenda Dessel
Neill Oster .............................................. Rhonda Silverman
Oscar Wilsker ......................................... Gerald and Rhoda Grossman
Samuel Grossman................................... Gerald and Rhoda Grossman
Seymour Kramer .................................... Elliot Kramer
Shirley Korbman ..................................... Michael and Florine Kaplan
Siegfried Weisselberger.......................... Judith and Seymour Tabak
Yahrzeit .................................................. Irwin and Joyce Slurzberg
Yahrzeit .................................................. Rose Kaufman
Yahrzeit .................................................. Seth and Sheri-Rose Rubin
Yetta Gelber ........................................... Larry Wineberg
Yetta Gelber ........................................... Leonard and Arlene Smith
Yetta Gelber .......................................... Rabbi Diane Cohen
Zona Fishkin ........................................... Charlotte Sheratsky
Susy Schwartz Fund
In Honor of ..........................................From
Judy Slutzky, for receiving the
Millie Fishbein Memorial Volunteer
Heart Award ........................................... Martin Slutzky and Family
In Memory of .......................................From
Sara Kaufman ......................................... Seymour and Renee Bromberg
Tikkun Olam Fund
In Honor of ..........................................From
Martha Mack .......................................... Flora Cowen
Tikkun Olam Committee,
thank you for all your help this year. ...... Beatrice Grossman
Your 50th wedding anniversary.............. Flora Cowen
In Memory of........................................From
Leo and Judith Kaufman ......................... Flora Cowen
Renee Mae Bodne Colby ........................ Flora Cowen
Yetta Gelber ........................................... Flora Cowen
Yetta Gelber ........................................... Martin and Judith Slutzky
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Interning in Israel

By Emily Binstein

T

his summer, I attended J-Internship, which is a Jewish
learning program combined with an internship
program. I was able to get a taste of what it is like to
live in Israel, while I lived in an apartment in Nachlaot, a
neighborhood near Machane Yehudah, in Jerusalem. I
experienced an Israeli workplace and toured parts of the
country that I had not seen in the past. Additionally, the
Jewish learning courses provided me with a deeper
understanding of and appreciation for Jewish practices and
traditions. The classes touched on a variety of topics,
including Biblical stories and lessons that used Jewish thought
to answer the question of how to live a meaningful life.
My job placement was at the Waldorf Astoria in
Jerusalem as an Accounting and Supply Chain Management
intern. Since the Waldorf serves Jewish customers, it
maintains four kosher restaurants. This means that every time
a supplier delivers food items, the food must be thoroughly
checked by a mashgiach. Additionally, there is separate
storage for milk and meat items. This has a significant impact
on supply chain procedures and requires crucial planning and
coordination. I also managed credit card reconciliations to
confirm that all charges matched between the credit card
companies’ records and the hotel’s internal records.

I experienced the warmth of Israeli culture one day when I
was returning from class on the light rail with a heavy box. The
light rail was jam-packed with working people, students,
elderly folks and crying babies. I was struggling with the box,
squished between people, when I saw an older woman eyeing
me. I thought she was going to yell at me for taking up so
much space with my package, but instead, she asked me in
Hebrew, “Is that heavy?” I reassured her that I was fine, but
she insisted that I move myself and my box over to a spot so
that I was able to lean it on the top of a row of seats. She
pushed through many people, telling them to move out of the
way for me. My box was handed from person to person, high
over people’s heads so that it would be easier for me to
maneuver through the crowd. It amazed me that this woman
noticed that I was having a difficult time in the midst of chaos,
and it reminded me how all Jews are responsible for one
another.
This experience was made possible by the generosity of
Rabbi Rosin and Neve Shalom. I am extremely grateful to
have been able to connect to my Jewish roots through classes
and to develop my professional skills through my internship.

Shir B’yachad Minyan
*Imagine. Welcoming Shabbat at Neve Shalom. Your voice
blending with others to fill the space with soul-touching music, the whole more beautiful than any one part...
….That is the vision of the new Shir B’yachad minyan which is
scheduled for its first session on Friday, December 13. We
often speak of wanting to experience greater spirituality; this
minyan is a vehicle to achieve that goal. To make it a reality
and a success, we’ve been coming together to learn and sing
new melodies. We’ll be holding two more preparation session
on October 24 and November 14, both Thursdays, at 7:30 pm
at Neve Shalom. The first two preparation sessions were well
attended and beautiful musical experience in and of
themselves. Everyone, regardless of musical ability, is
welcome. For those who can’t make it, you can find links to
the melodies that we are planning to use on the shul’s
website under the tab marked “Pray”.
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*A Personal Note from Stacey Sern
The inspiration for Shir B’yachad is a minyan that I’ve
been attending on trips to San Francisco over the past
few years. The Mission Minyan meets in an all-purpose
room in the Women’s Building and attracts 40-60 people
for Friday night services. Almost all of Kabbalat Shabbat
is sung, some parts with upbeat tunes and other with
intentionally slow melodies that give the davener time to
ponder the meaning. The voices blend together to fill the
room and it’s a special experience sitting in the middle of
it. The Shir B’yachad Minyan is an attempt to recreate
that experience and share it with the Neve Shalom community. I hope you’ll join me.
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Know someone who needs help?
Don’t Keep It Under Your Hat!
Know someone in need of help during an illness, after
surgery, after the birth of a child, please contact the
Mitzvah Mission.
No Mission Is Impossible!
tikkunolam@neveshalom.net
732-858-1764

HAIMM

MONUMENTS FOR
ALL CEMETERIES

MEMORIAL CENTER
10 MAIN STREET
732-634-8500
WOODBRIDGE, NJ 07095
732-634-1521
800-729-0582
Fax: 732-750-0120

GOLDSTEIN
FUNERAL CHAPEL INC.
We value the dignity and the sanctity of the
Jewish soul and we uphold and maintain
reverence for the Jewish tradition.
Exclusively Jewish Operated
Conveniently Located
Large Chapels
Martin Goldstein, Mgr.
N.J. Lic. 4025
2015 Woodbridge Avenue, Edison
732-777-0032

Commercial Litigation, Collections and Bankruptcy
Nationwide
SAMUEL and JOY GRAFTON

POPPER and GRAFTON - ATTORNEYS AT LAW
225 West 34th Street
Suite 1806
New York, NY 10122-1600
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212-290-2630
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Dated Material - Please Expedite

October 2019 — Tishrei/Cheshvan 5780
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